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PROTEST BY THE IWI'U COT:"CEim:n:c:. THE RE::NEWAL 'OF COLONI.l\L POLICY ·"'ED THE 

V!OIJI.TI Ol'i OI!' ~.'BADE UNI ON RIGIITS Il-T AFRICA 

The llorld Fcdernt.ion of Trf'de Un1.ons he.s the honour t o draw the e.ttent ion of 

tho Econo~ic and Social CoQ~il and of the united Nations ac a ~~ole to tho 

intcmsificat~. on of tho colonial system of repression in Africa at. the pro ~ont 

titre . As al"rc:.ys , the worken are tho first to suffer from t his reliY.'EH; t:ion. 

The e ve nts ,.;hich occurred jn 1949 at Grand BP.ssam (Ivory Coast, French 1•Test 

Africa ) ar.d Abidja:l rave already demonslirated. that colonial methods have once · 

more becol'l6 es bad as , i :f not '"'or::Jo than, those in force beforo the l ast '\-Torld. i·Tar . 

Tho incidents ut Dimbrotro {Ivo1·y Co.'lct) on 30 January 1950 provide evicloncc that 

the colonial elen:ants e.:1d. t he Fronch imper ial istic adminis~raticn inte:ld. to crush 

in the blood. of tho peopl e tho democratic rig..~ts and aspirations of the Africa n 

popul a tion. The HI:'TU point s out the.t t!1e French Govermoont' s decision to 

prohibit all n;eetings or~anized by the ~~~emb}etrent . dc~ratlque ~f'rica.in is alro 

aitOOd. at ro.nd.c rin:~ impossibl e is:ey r·uh!.io activity or propac;ancltt by the African 

trade union or 3anization3 . 

A mmibe!" of active democrate -who '~<rore a rrer-lted on 6 February 191+9 a re 

being kept in prtaon without having boen brought to trial, de::::p ito the absence 

of any serious char co against them. In December 1949, theoe o ight prisoners - ~-' 
carried out a sevonteon-day hUJ:l6er strike in :protee't agains t t he refusal to 

re+ease them on bail and a gainat tho irre~Jlar nature of their impri s onment. 

large crowds , consisting chiefly of Vot!On, demonstrated in f r ont of t he Governor's 

Palace. Tho police spared neithor insults uor b;lows and made furthor arrests . 

These incidents should be linlrod. up with the blood.:,· events 'YYhich occurred 

on 5 January in the District of Potinville {Tunisia), lThen for no rea son the 

police fired on a nutnber of strikers, ktlline ore, seriou3ly injuring three and 

;~!_i~tly 1njur1.nc eeveral others. 

, ___ · In Kenya (British Eaet Africa), Chase KIBACHIA, t he President of the 

Federe.tion of Ea ct Afr1.cnn lrorkor s (Mom1x•.sa), has been clol.)orte<l since 1947, in 

ep1 te of petitions demand in..~ h i s relce.se . 

In Acc1-a (Gold. C0t1ut ), Anthony \.:CODE and .i:'obee BINEY, Secretary a nd Vi co­

Preeident respective l y of the Gold Coast TUC, '1.-rere arrested in J e.nuary 1950 on 

the pretext of having "inci ted other s to take part in a s trilce held to be illegal", 

fa charee which 
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a cha r ge '-rhich rend.erc them liable to O:Je yee.r' s im:prisontpFmt and a heavy fine . 

The disturl.lc.nce ~aused in l'Iir;eria by the shootinc at Enugu, \·~hen t he pol :.ce 

fired on the ctrikin.1 miner s, kill:.n~ nO and wounclin3 80, has not yet clied d.o,m. 

It should be recalled that t he offici<'.l report alJ.e,gcs that the :;_)ol"lce a cted in 

legitimate se l f-defence , but t he official arr5ument i s invalidated by the fact t.hat 

not one policeman \·ras killen or vrounded. 

These revol tine; facts coDSti tute a cha racteristic violat ion of t.r,e promises 

made to the colonia l r.e o:ples afte r victory \oras won over Faacis m a nd :Nazism, of t lu 

United Nations Charter, of the decisiom adopted in the international field. in 

regard to trc de un:J.on ri3hts , and of the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts . 

The rlorld Federation of Trade Unions 12ccordingl:,r has the honour to :prote:;t 

atroncl y against this :policy and requests the United Nations to take steps to 

:prevent any re.petition of the al:love- trontjomd 1nc:1.dents . In n.ddition, the i·.IFI'U 

euggests that t r..e Preoident of tho Economi c and Social Covncil C~hould a rra n:-;e 

for a tneetil18 \vith the repreeenta-+:ivot, of France a nd Groat Britain to consider, 

in the pr esence of a v1F'l'U re:pre:-:enbt:tvc, practica l mear.uros likol y to assist 

in the implementation of our proposal . 




