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PROTEST BY THE WETU COICERNING THE RENEWAL OF COLONIAL POLICY AID THE
VIOLATION OI' "RADE UNION RIGHTS IIN AFRICA

The World Federation of Trede Unionc hes the honour to draw the ettention of
the Econonic and Social Council and of the United Fations ae & whole to tho
intengification of the colonial system of represasion in Africa at the prescnt
tire. As alweys, the workers are the first to sulfer from this repression.

The events vhich occurred in 1949 at Grand Bessam (Ivory Coaut, French West
Africa) ard Abidjan tave alresdy demonsbtrated that colonial methods have once
more become £s had as, 1f not worsc then, those in force beforo the last World Var.
The incidents ot Dimbrotro (Ivory Coact) on 30 Janmuary 1950 pi;ovide evidence that
the colonizal elements and the Fronch imperialistic adminisiretion intend to crush
in the blood of thu people the democratic rights and asvirations of the African
population. The WIMTU points out that the French Govermment's decision to
prohibit all meetings orsanized by the Rassemblement ddmocratique africain is alw

aimod at rendering impossible uny jublic aciivity or propagenis by the Afrlican
trade union orgenizations.

A mmber of active democrate who wore arrested on 6 February 1949 are
being kept in prison without having been brought to trizl, despite the absence
of any serious charge aguinst them. In Decembor 1940, these cight prisoners
H;:;u'ried. out 2 seventeen-day hunger etrike in protect agﬁinat the refusal to
release them on bail and azainot the irregular nature of their impricorment.

Iarge crowds, consisting chlefly of women, demorsirated in front of the Governor's
Palace, Tho police spared meither insulis nor blows and made further arrests.

These incidents should be linked up with the bloody events vhich occurred
on 5 Jenuary in the District of Potinville (Tunisia), when for no reason the
police fired on a number of strikers, killing one, seriouzly Injuring three and
8lightly injuring several otkers.

In Kenya (British Rast Africe), Chege KIBACHIA, the President of the
Federation of East African Vorkers (Mombesa), hes been deported sinmce 1947, im
spite of petitions demandin~ his relcuse.

In Accra (Gold Cowut), Anthony WCODE and Uobee BINEY, Secretary and Vice-
President respectively of the Gold Coast TUC, were arrested In January 1950 on
the pretext of havinz "incited others to take part in a strike held to be 1llezal”,

/a charge which
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a charge vhich renders them liable to one yeer's imprisorment and a heavy fine.

The disturbence caused in Niceria by the shooting at Enusu, vhen tie police
fired on the ctriking miners, %illinc 60 and wounding 80, has not yet died dowvn.
It should be mecalled that the ofiicial report alleges thes the Jollce acted in
leglitimate sclf-delence, but the officlal argument 1s invallidated by the fact that
not one policeman was killed or wounded.

These revoltin; facts constitute a characteristic violatlion of the promises
made to the colonizl reoples alter victory was won over Faaclesm and Mazlem, of tie
United Mations Charter, of the decisionu adopted in the internationsl field in
regerd to trocde unlon risghts, and of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

The World Federation of Trade Unions accordingly has the honour to orotest
strongly against this policy and requests the United Nations %o take steps to
prevent any revetition of the ahove-wentioned incidents. In nddition, the WFTU
suggests that the Trecident of the Economic and Social Councll should arranze
for a meoting with the representativer of France und Great Britain to consider,
in the presence of a WFTU reprerentative, practicel weacurcs likcly to assist

in the implementation of our proposal.
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