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THE VIOLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS UNDER THE REGIME OF
GENERAL PERON

International League for the Rights of Man

(Ligue internationale des droits de 1'Hamme)

A 53 page camunication on the above subject was submitted by the Ieague

on 25 November 1549 for the information of the Commission on Human Rizhts. A

summary, prepared by the League, reads as folliowo:

"Thia document was submitted to the International League for
the Rights of Men by Mr. Walter Beveraggi, formerly Vice President
of the Argentine Laborista Party, and a delegate to the House of
Deputies, on behalf of himself and other prisoners whose arreat,
detentlion and torture by the police, conatitute viclations of the
Universal Declaration cf Humon Rights, to which Argentina is a
eignatoxry.

"In his appeal, Mr. Beveraggi tells of his sudden arrest on
September 23, 1948, together with nineteen other percons, enong
tham two women and three priests, by order of the Federazl Judge of

Buenos Aires.
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' | "Vhdn ey asked to be informed of the reasons for their
1
detention, thqy received no replies and same of them were struck

violehﬁi}. First placed in the National Penitentiary for two days,
/t_hey veras.
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they were then blind-folded and transported elsewhere. In the new
local of detention, they were systematically subjected to beatings
as torture.

"Mrs Beveraggi, in his document, described the treatment accorded
him, which was paralleled in the case of the other prisoners. He was
rlaced on a long table to which he was tied, so that he was unable to
move. For an hour at the time, electric wires were applied to all
parts of his body. While this was done, music was played through a
loudspeaker to drown out his cries of pain and protest. During this
torture, the police attempted to oblige him to confess to a "plot"
aimed at assassinating Presldent Peron =-- a plot of which lMr. Beveraggl
had never heard up to that moment. He categorically denied and
continued to deny even knowledge of such a plot.

"To quote Mr. Beveraggi, ™When I had nearly lost consciousness
fram the pain of the electric shocks, they stopped torturing me,
removed my bandages and ordered me to sit up. When I endeavored to
do so, I fell, later they began the torture again. They insisted that
I acknowledge my part in the plot and that I mccuse a former American
diplomat and other American citizens of having famented and directed
1. .
"Refusal to accede to their demands was followed by continued
abuse. The same type of treatment was meted out to the other prisoners,
including the women and the priests. While the prisoners were held
incammunicado, their hames were occupled and thelr families refused
entrance. One woman, who was held eleven months in prison, was obliged
to leave an eight-year=-old daughter, and not even permitted to call her
mother to look after the. child. St1ll another of the prisoners, who 1s -
6t111 held in prison in Buenos Aires, 1s totally blind.

~ ®No possibility was given to the prisoners to accord them the
rights of trial and legal aid regarded as essential. Not untll five
days after their arrest and after the most severe torture was applied,
d1d they even have an interrogation by a Judge. No prisoners were
allowed to enlist the help of attorneys. They were then held for 13

days incommunicado, when they were told that the judgze =- who had not
/even allowed
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even ellowed them to respond to his guestions =-- had ordered them held
for plotting to assassinato Peron, under the order of allcged agents of
1Hovth American imreriallsm'. Acting under an obsolete decree, which
had been paseed durilig the military dictatorship of 1945, the Judga
refused them bail and they were held for seven months in prison. At
the end of that time, the Judge declded the decree did not apply and
changed the charge to 'conspiring to revolt!. They were then sct free
on parole. ’

"Thils parole proved a brief ona, for the district attorney
immediately requested that they be rearrested. Even before this, one
prisoner, Clpriano Reys, was arrested again on the pretext that he had
violated the 'anti-gambling laws in his home?! -- despite the fact that
a 24 hour custody was imposed on him from the time of his arreoct.

Mr. Beveraggl was also placed under a 2% hour custody. ILearning,
however, that he was about to be rearrested, ho managed to escape the
country. He learned that one hour after he left his hame, the police
had attemptsd to take him agsain to prison for the alleged !plot'. Other
prisoners were less fortunate -- they were rearrested and remain
incamunicade until now with no legal rights or guarantses of any
protection.

"A denouncement of the tortures of these priscners and others
was made to the House of Deputies by Rodriguez Araya, one of the members
of the Hcuse, who sent telegrams to the President demending an
investigation of the criminal procedures against these unlawfully
arrested prisoners. As a recult the Peronistas expelled him from thoe
Congresse.

"Another prisoner, Garcia Vellpso, a man totally Llind appealcd
to the Parliamentary Committece charged with investligating such natters.
He received no reply and remains in detention.

"Mr. Beveraggi assertes that the cases cited, concerninsz hingelf
and the cther 19 prisoners, are by no means isolated cases in Argentina,
of torture and unwarranted arrest and detenticn of political opponents
of Peron. He cltes among other casee that of three women employees of
the state telephone campany who were tortured for refueing to reveal

/the names
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the names of labor leaders, who were leading a campaign for increase in
wagese Ono cf there wamen, who was pregnant, lost her child, as a result.
Law students from the University of Buenos Airéa were taken by the police,
and their f‘malias to this day have not the sllghtest knowledge of their
wnerecbouta. Clothing of one student, returned to his family, was found
to bo bloed stained.

"The R:idical Party of Argentina, which cons+itutss the entirs
opzesition to the Govermment Perty in Congress has published o minority
report on 'Tortures in Peron'e Argentina!, which 1s appended to the
origlnal of thie petition. The accucations have brought no reply from
any officials in the Peron regime, and the perﬁetratcra of these acts
continue to arrest their political opponents, on sane oretext or other,
and to hold them in captivity and torture, without any hope of legal
agsistence or appeal.

"(The originnl petition is appended with various reports, clippings and
documents, available on request)"

The International Leagus also requested that ™a United Nations Cammission
Investlizate the situation in the prisons of Argentina and the treatment being
accorded political priscners who are now without redress."





