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The ·.following communicat ion i s listed in a ccordance 

~ith the provie!ona of paracraph 1 of r ule 8~ of 

the rules of procedure of the Council 

THE VIOLATI0!1 OF HUlWl RIGHTS UNDER 'l'RE REGIME OF 

GENEilAL PEnON 

Internati onal League for the Rights of Man · 

(L1gue inte~natio~le dee droite de l '!amme) 

A 53 page c~unication on the above subject was subDitted by the League 

on 25 November 1949 for the inforcation of the Commiss i on on Human Ri~1ts . A 

sumnary 1 prepared by t.he League 1 r eads ae follmn;i : 

" ThiEl document was submitted to the International League for 

the Righta of Ma.n by Mr. Walter Bever aggi 1 f ome:rly Vice Pres ident 

of t he Ar benti ne Laborista Party, and a delegate to ·the House of 

Deputies, on 'behalf of himself and other prisoners whose arri at, 

detent_i on and t orture by the police, conotitute violAtions of the 

Universal Decl ar ation of Human Rights, to which Ar gent ina io a · · 

e16J1Bt ory . 
11 In hie appeal, Hr. Beveraggi tells of his suo den arres t on 

Sept~ber 23 , 1948, together with ninet een other peraons , enong 

tham t wo women and t hree priosto, by order of t he Federa l Judge of 

Buenos A ires • 
' 
1 J( ic ! ' • i "VhEfJ) ~ asked to be inform<..d of t he :reasons f or thelr 

f detention, thqy :received no replies nnd same of them wer e s t ruck 
r - ; • ·- ~ • 

I 

violently. F!ret placed 
o "' ' ~ r, .v P. • • "J ,... '=' \ 

A"' !"' t-I I VJ; F: I 
-~ ~··- .... ,"' .. 

i n t he National Penitentiary for two cays , 
/ t .hey tTer o . 
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they were then blind-f olded and transported elsewhere. In the new 

l ocal of detention, they were systematically subjected to beatings 

aa tor t ure. 

"Mr. Bever aggi , in his document , described the treatznent accorded 

him, whi ch was pa.rallel ed in the· case of the other prisone1·s . He was 

placed on a long table to which he was t ied, so that he was unabl e to 

move . For an hour at the time, electric wires were applied to all 

par t s of his body. While this was done, music was played through a 

l oudspeaker to drown out his cr ies of pain and protest. During this 

torture, t~e police attempted to oblige him to confess to a "pl ot" 

aimed at assassinating Pres ident Peron -- a plot of which ~tt . Beverags1 

had never heard up to t hat moment. He cat egorically denied and 

continued to deny even knowledge of such a pl ot. 

"To quote Mr. Beveraggi , 'Hhen I had nearly lost consciousness 

from the pain of t he electr ic shoe~ , they s topped torturing me, 

removed my bnndages and ordered me to sit up. When I endeavored to 

do so, I fell, later they began t he tor t ure again. They insisted that 

I acknowledge my part 1n the pl ot and that I accuse a fanner American 

dipl omat anj other American citizens of having fomented and directed 

it.J-

"Refusa l to accede to their demands was followed by continued 

abuse. The · same type of t r eatment was meted out to ~he other prisoners, 

including the women and the pr iests. While the prisoners were held 

1ncamm~1cado, their homes were occupied and their famil i es refused 

entrance. One woman, who was hel d eleven months in prison, was obi iged 

to leave an eight-year-old daughter, and not even permitted to call her 

mother to look after the. child. Still another of the pr isoners, who is 

.etUl held in prison in Buenos Aires, is totally blind. 
: . 

. •No poss ibility was given to the prisoners to accord them the 

rights of trial and legal aid regarded as essential • . Not unt il five 

days after their arrest and after the most s evere torture wa e applied, · 

did they even have an interroaation by a judge. No prisoners were 

allowed to enlist the help of attorneys. They were then hel d for 13 
days 1ncanmun1cado, when they were told that the· judge -·- who ha.d not 

/even allowed 
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even allowed them to respond to his questions -- had ordered them held 

for plot ting to .assassinate Peron, under the order of c..ll0ged c.tJent.s of 

'~b~t:h Jill1Bri~·8.l'\ 1m!)er1alism•. Acting under an obsolete decree , which 

had be~n :passed during the mi! itary dictatorship of 191-!.5 , the judga 

refused them bai l and they were held for seven months in pr i son. At 

tho end of that t~e, the judge decided the decree did not apply and 

changed the charge to ' conspiring to revolt•. They were then set free 

on parole • . 

"This parole proved a b~ief ona, for the district attorney 

~ediately requested that th~y be rearrested. Even before thie , one 

prisoner J Cipriano Beys, was arrested at3ain on the pr etext tr..at he had 

violated tha •anti -gambl ing laws in his hame ' -- despite the fact that 

a 24 hour custody was imposed on h:lm fram the t ii:le of his ro·r eot. 

Mr. Bever aggi was also placed unde::- a 2!~ hour cuotody. Learning, 

however, that he was about to be r earrested, he managed to escape the 

country. He learned that one hour after he left his hooe , the police 

had attempted to take him agRin to prison for the alleged rplot •. Ot her 

pr i oonere were less fortunate -· they were r earrested and remain 

incommunicado until now with no legal rights or ~~arantses of any 

protection. 

"A denouncement of the tortures of theoe prisoners snC. other~ 

was made to the House of Deputies by Rodriguez Araya, one of the mon1Jers 

of the Hcuae, who sent telegrams to the President demending an 

investigation of the cricinal procedures against theao unlawfUlly 

arrested prisoners. Ao a r eoult the Peronistas expelled h:i.m from th•) 

Congress . 

"Another prisoner, Garcia Vellooo, a man totally blind appealed 

to the Parli:m1entary Canmittce charged with inves t igating such matters . 

He r ecei ved no r eply and r emains in detention. 

"Mr . Beveraegi asserts that the cases cited, concerning hirnoelf 

and the other 19 prisoner s , are by no means isolated cases in Argentina, 

of torture and umrarr:=tnted arrest and detention of political opponents 

of Peron. He cites among other casea that of three women employees of 

the state tel ephone company who were tortured for rofue ing t o r eveal 

/the names 
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the names of labor l ea ders , who ~rere leading a campaign for increaoe i n 

wages ~ One of thec. e wancn, who w~s pregnant , l oP.t her ch ild, aA a reoult. 

L1.w students from the University of Buenos Air~s were tak~m by the po.lice; 

am: t heir fClllilies to this da;r have not the sli3htest knowledge of their 

wht;r enbouts . Clot hing of one s tudent, returned to· his family, tvas found 

to bo bl ood st~ined . 

"The Ih.dical Party of Argentina , which constitutes the entire 

opposition to the Government Porty in Congress has published c. minority 

report on ' Tortures in Peron ' s Argentina ', which is appended to the 

original of t!1is petition. Tho accuca t i OntJ have brought no repl y f':ram 

an;;r officials in the Peron r egima, and the perpetrat ors of these acts 

continue to arrest their political opponents , on sane :pr etext or other, 

and to hold them in ca ptivity and torture, v ithout o.ny hope of legal 

assiot~•ce or appeal. 

" (The originnl petiti on is appended with ·va r i ous reports , clip~11"1;3B and 
docu:nents , available on r equest)" 

The International League also requested that • a United Nations Commission 

investigate the sit~~tion i n the prisons of Argentina and the treatment being 

accorded politic:?..l prisoners ~<rho are now without redress ." 




