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The Secretary- General has received the f ollowing statement which he 

is having circulated in accordance with paragraphs 22 and 23 of Council 

Resolution 288 B (X) . 

16 ~une 1950 · 

The I nternatiorial League for the Rights of Y.an r equests· the Council 

to complete during its el eventh session the draft Covenant on Human Rights 

drawn up by the Commissi on on Human Rights at i.ts· sixth session. 

In that connection, it sub~ts the following proposals : 

1) The ~eague requests the Council to include in the Covenant: 

a) the individual and public rights which the Conunission deferred to ·a 

second or third Covenant (r ight of asylum, right of minorities to special 

p:!'otection, r ,ight to inviolability of home and corr espondence , right to 

·owrr· }ttbpth'# • riglf.1;. +.Yl \.ake par t in gov;ernment etc . ) ; 
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b) Economic, social and cultural rights, consideration of which was likewise 

deferred by the Commission to a later date. 

2) The League requests the Council to set up an organ of implementation 

which s~~ll be per.manent, by virtue not only of its constitution, but more 

particularly of its functions, the most important of which should be the 

following: . 

a) To supervise the ob~ervence of the Covenant's provisions by collecting 

information with regard to such observance and by carrying out enquiries 

on the spot; 

b) To r estore r espect for those provisions, when violated, by means of 

conciliatory measures, by action through legal channels, by publishing its 

findings, bY appealing and submitting definite r equests to the State at 

fault. 

3) The League requests the Council to grant e right of petitioning the 

body in qtlestion, not only to States but also to individuals 2nd groups 

and to non-governmental organizations specifically granted the exercise of 

such a right, on the grounds that the right of petition is an elementary right 

of human beings and constitutes the very basis. of any effective s.ystem of 

i.mpl~entation, 

4) Further,. the League 12rotests against the excessive limitations 

imposed in the Commission's draft Covenant upon the exercise of the rights 

and liberties of the individual. The League declares itself in favour of 

the implementation of the Covenant in all states, provinces, end ~ntons 

forming part of a f ederal State, and also in non-self-governing terri tories. 

It considers that the Covenant should enter into force after receipt of 

ten ratifications. 

The r equests on which t .he League places p~ticular emphasis are those 

r elating to the inclusion of economic, social and cultural rights in the 

Covenant and the granting of the right of petition to individuals, groups 
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and non-governmental organizations. The Longue considers, in fact', that a , 
Covenant without provisions ensuring such rights would bo of no practical 

· value, 

In tho ~nt ot it being impossible tor tho Co\Ulcil or even the 1950 
• Gencrnl.,tsscmbly. to suppli3Dlent the CoiiiDiasion' s draft on the linea indicated, 

the League rocOIIIIlCnds that a special Assembly bo convened at the boginning of . . 
1951 or that the drart be reterrod bl-.ck to the CCIIIIDission so that tho Covenant 

ma;y be adopt,od1 . at ' the latest, by the General. Assembly at its regular seesion 

le.to in 1951. 




