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ITEM 30t CONCLUSION OF AN INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON CUSTOMS TREATMERT OF
SAMPLES AND ADVERTISING MATERIAL. (E/C.2/282, E/c.282/add.1, E/AC.6/L.33
E/AC.6/L.34)

The: CHAIRMAN announced thet the Committes had before it a Gcowsent
(E/c.2/282 end E/C.2/282/add.1) produced by the Internstional Chamber of Commerce,
a non~govermmental orgenization in cetegory A3 the document mads recommendations
relating to an international convention on custorms treatment of cemples and
advertising materials and buggea'ood methods to be esdopted by Governments in that
respect. Furthermore, the delegations of Ccmada, Frence, Peru and the United
Kingdom hed submitted a dreft rebolution (E/AC.6/L.33) on the question.

Mr. LEGATTE
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Mr. IEGATTE (France) recalled that the International Chamber of
Commerce, which was an organization independent of the United Nations, as
well as submitting to the Economic and Social Council its proposal (which
the Council Committee on Non-Govermmental Organizations had declared to
be admissible), had submitted a similar proposal to the Contracting Parties
to the General Agreement on Tariffe and Trade. The Internatioral Chamber
of Commerce, which had thus placed 1ts proposal before two different
authoritles, thought that the time wes ripe to prepare a draft convention
on the subject. Thorough groundwork on the subject had already been done
by the Economic Committee of the League of Nations, which had produced a draft
convention in 1935; that had besn approved by thirteen States, and the
legislation of several countrie: hed to a large extent been based upon 1t.
The ICC tﬁought that on the basia of the Ieague of Nations draft, 1t would be
possible, after making a few alterations to suit the present situation, to
produce a text acceptable to a liarge numher of -2cuntries, and it was counting
on the support of the Economic and Social Council and of the meeting of the
contracting paerties.

The first questlon which arcse was that of the coampetence of,
and possibilities of action by, the Councll, It was certainly competent to
consider the matter, which would not otherwise have been placed on 1ts agenda.
That did not necessarily mean that the Council should deal with the matter
itself. The Economic and Social Councll had often tackled very difficult and
highly technical questions; for example, recent sessions at Geneva, had been
devoted to econamic develomment and full employment. Nevertheless, although
there had often been occasion to appreciate the high qualities of the
distinguished economists on thz Council, there could be no doubt that; as
regards custams policy, members of the Council would necessarily have to
consult the experts on that subject in their own country, as the preparation
of the proposed instrument would call for consideration of purely technical
questions, such as, the size, quality and quant_ty of the articles imported, the
import dutles and above all, the granting of mautual concessions.

/As a consequence
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As a counsequence, the French delegation thought it unlikely that a
debate on the substance of the problem would prove useful, if held in the Council
or the Economic Committee. Until such time as the organ provided for in the
Havana Charter or some other specialized body had been set up, the Economic and
Social Council would possess no effective instrument to emable it to carry out
the task successfully. Moreover, it might be questioned if the establishment
by the Council of a Committee of Experts to examine substance of the question
would be of any value. To establish the basis and general outlines of a
convention was indeed tantamount to a readjustment of the different customs
volicies. In short, it was inconceivable that the purposes envisaged by the
iCC could be achieved by work carried out in the peace and solitude of study.

A large amount of documentation would be required, and a request would have to be
made for the good offices of experts from several countries. The proposed
meeting of experts might therefore fail in its tesk or find itself forced to
convens a very large meeting, attended by hundreds of experts, which would
entall prolonged delay and very heavy expenditure.

It might be suggestad that the Council would be failing in its task
if it was deterred by the difficulties inherent in forming a committee of
experts. His delegation did not think so, however. It would not in any case
be the first time that organs of the United Nations had handed over a task to
en inter-governmental organization. Thus, when it had been necessary to
prepare a draft counvention on problems concermed with the importation of
educational, scientific and cultural waterials, UNESCO had referred the matter
to the contracting perties. Thirty-two countries had taken part in the last
session of the latter, and thirteen others had sent observers. According to
statisticians, 90 per cent of world trade was carried on between meuber

countries.

/The Contracting
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The Contracting Parties were neither hostile nor competitive towards
the United Nations. Moreover, under Article XXIX of the General Agreement, the
Contracting Parties must observe the Havana Charter to the fullest extemt of
their executive authority and having regard to the principlgs set forth in its
Chapters I to VI and IX. Further, Article XXIX provided that Part II of the
Agreement should "» muspended from th+ == ¢f sutry into force of the Havana
Charter,

The Agreement between the Contracting Parties was purely provisional
and quite in conformity with the Havana Charter and its preamble. The United
iNations, for its part, was not unaware of the exisi:.ce of the General Agreement,
and it maintained relations with the Contracting Parties; the Interim Commission
for the International Trade Organization had assisted at the third session of
the Contracting Parties at Anmnecy. Article 87 of the Haveana Charter provided
for arrangements with inter-govermmental organizations and co-operation with
them. Further, even if the Havana Charter, in particular Articles 17, 18, 35
and 44 which referred to customs questions, were in force, that would in no way
prevent the ITO from allowing action to be taken by the inter-governmental
organizations in the best position for attaining the desired results.

Naturally, the Council had the powers of the specialized agencies under
its jurisdiction, even where such ageucies had not yet started to operate, as was
the case with the ITO. \ -

Since the ICC had submitted the question direct to the Contracting Partie:,
it might be thought that it would be enough to refer the question to that
competent technical body, with the proviso that the Council might intervene
if results did not come up to expectations. In any event, the French delegation
thought that, since the Council had placed the item on its agenda, it should
cxpress a wish that the Contracting Parties should examine the question at their
next session and take the appropriate measures. His delegation did not think
that such a wish would be without practical value, since fourteen of the
eighteen members of the Council had taken part in the last session of the
Centracting Parties.

/To sum
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To sum up fhe French delegation was of the opiniocn that, in spite of
the importance vhic ahould %o attached to the oustoms treatment of samples,
it vas preferable fcr technlcal reagons to entrust the study of the problem
to the Cont:acting Partles. The Joint draft resolution upheld that view.

After reading the text of the draft, he added a few comments.
As regerds the title, he would prefer.that the words "instruments de propagande
commerciale” should be replaced by "moyens de publicite commerciale” which
were more 1n keeping with Frenck usage. With regard to the formula "3earirg
in mind", that was intended to imply that the Council had not forgotten the
wvaork done by the League of Natlions fiftesn years tefore; 1t was also intended
to drawv the attention of the Contracting Partles to that pogsible basis for
- thelr work., Finally, the phrase "Recognizing the importance of internatisenal
action in this apharo" vas intended to define the Council's attitude fo the
valuable initiative taken by the ICC in that field.

The transmiesion of pumiary rascords to the Contracting Partles wae
intended to keep the latter informed of the Council's point of view on the
substance of\thq(queation apd the procedure adopted. The final recommendation

exprassed 1n.th§fre§olution marked the Council's hope that the Contracting
Parties would deal with the.problem at thelr autumn meeting.

In conclusién, he expressed the hope that the draft resolution
subtmitted by Canada,AFrance, Peru and the United Kingdom would meet with the
unanimous approval of the Council.

Mr. CREPAULT (Canade) wished to explain briefly why his delegation
appeared among the sponsors of the draft under consideration (E/AC.6/L.33).

The Contracting Parties to the General Agreement on Tariffs ard Trade
had for some time paet been engaged in active negotliations for the purpose of
lovering customs teriffs and eliminating trade barriers.

The Canadian Government, realizing the necessity of faclliteting
trade, had considered that the experience of the Contracting Parties to the
General Agreement might be utilized to advantage, and therefore proposed
that the question under consideration should be referred to those parties
for consideration. The Jolnt draft resolutlon seemed to him a reasonable one,
and likely to hasten the solution of the problem, while leaving the Contracting

Parties free to act as they thought fit. /[He oxpressed
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Ie expressed the hope that this draft would prove acceptable to the
majorlty of the delegationsa.

Mr. SABA (United Nations Educatiounal, Scientific and Cultural Organization)
saild that certain of the recommendations forumulated at Geneva had already been
incorporated in an international agreement.

The egreement In question was one to which the French representative
had alroady referred, the agreement adopted by the General Conference of UNESCO
on the importation of educational, scientific eand cultural material. It should
ba observed that this agreement went beyond what the Committee of the League of
Nations had envieaged.

The 1950 Agreement had been adopted after exhaustive exchanges of
visws betwsen UNESCO and the contracting pérties to the General Agreement.
Article L of that Agreement, regarding the importation of touristic material,
ropreduced 1u full the proposals of the league of Nations. The Contracting
States haed undertaeken to lmport duty free all publications ailued at encouraging
the touriste from abroad. This agreement, moreover, went further that the draft
ceavention of the League'of Nations since 1t did mot distingiush between imports
for the purpose of resale and those lntended for free distribution, It
contained other provisions such as those concerning catalogues and price lists
ot books and other educational articles, with wauich UNESCO was more particularly

rmesd,

1Y
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In reply to the CEAJRMAN, Mr. SABA (United Natious Educational,
Srientific and Cultural Organization) said the Agreement had been opened for
slgzpature only in the previous November, amd that it had already been signed
by more than twenty States.

Mr. KUNOSI (Czechoslovekia) wished to define his delegation's attitude

G bhe wwe Goolowals under consideration.

/Ta the first
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In the first place the draft of the International Chamber of Commerce
wvas based on a very old document which probably did not correspond to present
realities, Moreover, this document had been circulated very recently, although
the question was a highly technical omne which required to be carefully studied
by the Government services. Iastly, the Lsague of Nations draft seemed never to
have been put into force. It would be interesting to know why this was so., In
any case, it should be observed that Czechoslovak law granted a large number of
the facilities provided for in this text.

With regard to the Jjoint draft resolution (E/AC.6/ L.33), he thought
that the contracting parties were competent to conduct bilateral negotiations,
but he wondered whether it was qualified to draw up a model intermational
convention, He considered that the best way of dealing with a customs problem
wag to have recourse to bilateral negotiations., The nations could thus grant
each other advantages which corresponded to the reciprocal character of the
commercial interchanges between two given countries, A general convention, on
the other hand, would always tend to limit the advantages of each to the
minimum acceptable to all.

Moreover, there were about thirty-five contracting parties to the
General Agreement, which was less than the number of the Members of the United
Nations, A certain number of ccuntries were therefore not represented,

Ao a matter of fact the Czechoslovak delegation thought that the

Council might very well help the Governments to conduct these negotiations,
He did not see why the Council should not set up a committee of technical
experts on which a large number of countries would be represented and in
which the most varied and comprehensive opinions would be expressed. The
document thus prepared by the committee of experts could then be madevphe
subject of bilateral negotiations between the States concerned.

Mr. LEGATTE
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Mr. IEGATTE (France) wished to provide the Czechoslovak representative
with a few additional 1tems of information. The latter was quite right in saying
that the draft convention prepared by the League of Nations Committee did not
appear to have been adopted by very many States. In fact, very few Governments
had entirely embodied in their legislation the draft convention adopted by the
Economic Committee of the league of Nations. But this did not mean that the work
thus accomplished was of no importance or even of no practical consequence.

In the first place, therewas at least one State which had incorporated
the Leagus of Nations draft in full into its legislation. Furthermore, the draft
in question had nevertheless had an influence on the regulations of a certain
rumber of countries.

As the Czechoslovek representative had pointed out, customs conventione
were essentially bilateral. But a bilateral agreement usually rested on
a reference document the choice, nature and contents of which were wvery importert.
Experience showed that the bilateral agreements eventually concluded on the besir
of such a reference document bore a close relation to the solutions proposed in
that document., At the outset of the ppgotiations,the. parties tended to reject
the solutions thus proposed but later they came back to them. It could not
therafore be said that the existence of a draft convention was unimportant,

The Czechoslovak delegation also seemsd to prefer that the draft
convention should be prepared by a technical organ belonging to the
United Nations rather than by the contracting partiees because the latter only
mumbered 32, or 45 if one counted the countries sending observers. It stould be
observed, however, that the sole purpose in view was tc improve the basis of
wvork established by the Economic Committee of the League of Nations. The aim
vas to prepare a documsnt technically superior to that of the League of Nations.
For that purpose it was perhaps not necessary to rely on a study of the
United Nations, which would have to be very technical.

/In conclusion
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In conclusion he expressed the view that the meeting of thirty or forty
nations would supply a sufficiently wide range of expert opinion to ensure that
the work done would be likely to prove acceptable to a large number of
governments . ‘

Mr. MOORE (Interpational Chamber of Commerce) ¢id not think that the
document drafted by the Boonomic Committee of the league of Nations weas out of
date. Although it was true that the draft convention in question wes fifteen
Yyears old, the problem iteelf was still basically the same and the Intermationsal
Chamber of Commerce had therefore decided, efter studying the draft in detail, that
it might be used as the basis for the conclusion of a convention. The proposed
etudy by a technical group, whether of the United Netions or some other body,
wvould dbring all details up to date. As the Czechoslovak representative had pointed
out, it was quite true that the League of Nations draft had not been put into
effect but it should be remembered that there had hardly been any normal
commercial relations between Statos since 1935 and it would be desirable to atté:hpt
to restore them, and the ICC proposal was intended as a step towards that
obJjective, . .

The draft recommended by the International Chamber of Commerce was not
the work of a few busimess men intent on their own intereats, but had been
carefully prepared, with due regard to the needs of commercial travellers and to
the necessity for promoting the circulation of new products. By adopting the
draft under consideration, the Council would help to achleve that international
co-opesation in the economio £1e1d which was a duty laid upon it by the
San Francisco Charter.

Mr. CEERNYSHEV (Union of Soviet Socialist Pepublics) felt that the need
for such a convention was by no means obvious. Problems ralating to the cuetoms
troatmont of samples ard advertising material could and should be solved by reans
of bilateral agreements which were the only means of taking into account tie
Problems peculiar to each country and the provisions of domestic law in each case,
The Joint draft resolution (E/AC.6/L.33) was designed to refer the study of the
question to the contracting parties to the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
or, in other words, to aim at the drawing up of an 1nternatiomlioonvention.

Such a step was neither justified nor desirable and the USSR del‘.éée.tion would

vote against the Jjoint draft resolution, /Mr BARRETO
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Mr. BARRETO (Peru) felt that, old as it was, the draft drawn up by the
Economic Committee of the League of Nations was still relevant. It would, he
thought, provide an excellent basis for work and the contracting parties to the
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade would undoubtedly be able to improve it.
The Peruvian delegation was prepared to support the draft resolution submitted
Jointly by Cznada, France, Peru and the United Kingdom.

Mr. MASOIN (Belgium) regarded the joint draft resolution (E/AC.6/L.33)
a8 the expression of a morel obligation upon the Council. The Economic Committee
had at 1ts disposal & draft prepared by the League of Nations which, although mever
put into effect, had been 1lncorporated in the laws of a number of countries;-:
moreover, there was a group, consisting of the contracting parties to the Gensral
Agreement on Tariffs end Trade, which had special competence in the field of
commercial reletions between States and of customs tariffs. He was glad that the
Council had the opportunity of referring the League of Nations draft to the
contracting parties for study.

HEe did not egree with the USSR representative &as to the desirsability of
bilateral negotiations. He felt that a bilateral system would reduce trade to the
level of the opportunities offered by the less generous party and to that of the
more restrictive leglislation. It was better to take advantege of the benefits
of multllateral negotistions. In that comnexion he poilnted out that the
contracting parties were thirty-two in number and that thelr trade represented
approximately 90 per cent of the world total. There would clearly be an advantage
in explolting that situation and his delegation felt that the Economic Committee
could rely upon the contracting parties to adapt the League of Nations draft to

the present situation.

/in reply to
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In reply to the scruples expressed by the French representative, he
sald the Commlttee could lncorporate in the Joint draft resolution a phraase
reserving the Council's technical position, in some such words as: "without
proncuncing on the manner end conditions in which those documents shall be ussd".
In conclusion he said his delegation would asup.ort the Joint draft
resolution (E/AC.6/L.33).

Mr. ADARKAR (India) sald that he would confine his statement to
procedural matters at thig stage. As regards the substance, he agreed with the
French dslegation that it was somewhat too technical and in view of the changal
clrcumstances, further and detalled consultation by not only the Council, tut
all Member Governments of the United Netions and the contracting partlies of the
G.A.T.T./ w‘g%s n%etc ?a%e%xx“yghni zg%fi%%tgx t?lg%., n%ov’cl:%‘zruesll‘ﬂ ttékt!:eiv%. g%%’c?fe . Hence,
although the matter might well be discussed by contracting parties Jointly, 1t
would be the correct procedure to address them indlvidually. It was relevant
to point out that the International Chamber cf Commerce had itsslf referred
thie matter to the G.A.T.T. and no doubt the G.A.T.T. countrles would give their
views Jointly or separately in due courge. It must be wTemembtered that after
all a Convention was not merely a technicél questiorn, but that the higheet
common factor of agreement, arived at by negotliation, would be the bdasis of
the Convertion.

It was for that reason that the Indian delegation submitted its draft
amendment (E/AC.6/L.34) requesting the Secretary-General to transmit the
documentation and the summary records of the debate on that subject by the
Council to Govermments Members of the United Nautions and to other Governments
participating In the General Agreement, on Tariffs and Trade, and to Invite

thelr views.

Mr. LUBIN (United States of America) thought that the contracting
ﬁarties to the General Agreement on Teriffs and Trade were competent to deal
with the question of the customs treatment of commercisl samples and referred
in that connexion to Articles VII, VIII and IX of the General Agreement vhich
conteined provisions to that effect. He also pdinted out that the Councll and
the Secretariat did not have the game faclilitles as the contracting parties.
For tﬁose reasons he was in favour of referring to thé contracting parties the
question of concluding anvinternational convention on the customs treatment of
samples and advertising materidl.

' . /Mr. CREPAULT
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Mr, CREPAULT (Canada) assoclated himself with the remarks made ly
the United States representative. If the Council were to follow the Indian
representatlve's suggestions, it would be faced at its fourteenth sesslon with
the pame situation as now ~-- that 1s, 1t would have to choose between setiing
up & technical committee and referring the matter to the contracting partles.

Ae regards th) statement made by the USSR representative, he pointed
out that the draft resolution made no specific recommendatlons to the contracting
parties to the Gensral Agreemant on Tariffs and Trade; there was no question
of deciding whether or not it was necessary to have a convention in that fleld.
The Councll confined itself to transmitting tg the contracting parties to the
Gensral Agreeme:nt on Tariffs and Trade the summary records of the debates
devoted to that subject by the Council, and the Canadian delegation was corfident
thet ths contracting parties would be able to take the appropriate action --
whether relating to an International convention or simply to bllateral or

mult!ilateral agreements.

Mr. ADARKAR (India), in reply to the United States representative,
wished to make it clear that he d1d not queetion the competence of the contracting
parties to the Gsmneral fgreement on Tar{ffe and Trade, but only the consultative
status of that body. A recognitlon of tne G.A.T.T. without such a consultatlve

stetus might create a precedent and prove a gource of embarraesment.

Mr. LBGATIE (France) believed that he haed replied to the Indian
repregentative’y objection Iin advancs. If the Internatlional Trade Organization
exisled at the present time it would be a slmple matter for the Council to
refer the guestion to it. The ITO would then be competent under the terms of
the Havana Charter to apply to the contracting parties to the General Agreement
on Teriffs and Trade. He felt that, falling the ITO, the Economic and Soclal
Council could take such action in place of a epecimlized agency which had not
yet been sst up. ‘

He egreed with the Indlan representative that a dangerous precedsnt
might therehy be eatablished but recalled that if the ITO existed with & statue
slnilar to thet provided for by theJHavana Charter, it could obtaln ite
dccument&tion from non-goverrwental crganlzations. It would also be able to
apply to the contracting partles, and the Economic and Social Council could do

likewlge.
/In conclusion
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In conclusion, he emphesized how desirsble it was for the Ccuncil to
teke advantsge of the competence of the contrscting varties in customs metters,
That did not mesn, however, that the Council would be dropping the question
once snd for all,

Mr, BARRETO (Peru) seid thet his delegation considered thet the
documents should be transmitted to the contrscting parties for two reassons,
The first was the reesson given by the United St:tes representstive; the second
wes that the contracting vperties o ‘the Gonaral Agpoomont woro best gqualifiod to
study tho quostion and to tako astion on tho sonslusioms to which its studles lad.
The contracting pzrties would be able to take 2 genersl point of view
vhich would ensble a practical sgreement to be reached, end this 1f it wes
satisfactory could be submitted to the Council in order thot the ccuntries
which were not contracting varties might accede to it if they wished,

Mr. GARCIA (Philippines) ssid thet his delegation apvroved the prudent
end realistic attitude reflected in the joint draft resolution. He thought it
wee difficult not to be in agreement with the French revresentative, It would
be wise to take advantsge of a careful study made by s competent body, and the
International Chember of Commerce should be congratulated o its initlative,

He drew the Council's attention to the psssage in document E/C,2/282
in which the ICC said "In the Committee's opinion there should be little
difficulty in reaching agreement repldly smong governments..,."

The French representative hed ssid thet there were no direct relstions
between the Council snd the group of contracting parties *¢ the Gens:21l Agreersant
on Tariffs end Trede, He ventured to remind him that while fourteen members of
the Economic end Sooial Council were contracting parties to the Genersl Agreement
the other members might also tske sn interest in the conclusion of a convention
on the subject.

The Philippines delegatlion wondered whether it was not possible to
accept the emendment of Indie which seemed to it clear and logicel. As far es
it wes concerned, 1t was prepared to support that emendment, and it zsksd tr.

sponsors of the Joint draft resolution to give it favourable conaideratics .

[He also
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He alse thought that it might be well to modify the wvegiiiing of the firs:
praragraph of the Joint draft resolution. The expression "bearing in mind" seemed
to imply that the Council should not ivse sight <% the draft convention of the
Economic Committee of the League of Nations by adopting a convention of similar
substance. >

He thsrafors proposed that the wmds “Pearing in mind" should be replaced
By the word "recalling"” which was & mois prodert herm,

Mr. ADARKAR (India), after hearing thz argument: of the representative of
France, did not understand why the latter was npot 1. 1.:sup of the drafting of a
more complete resolution urnder which all the States Members of the United Natiens,
and not only the contracting parties, would be invited to study that important
question.

The French representative had referred to organizations in connexion with
the contracting parties to the Gemsral agreement on Tariffs and Trade. Although
the contracting parties had a Secretariat, they were not an orxanization. They
merely represented a group of parties to an agreement who met together to negotiate
and promote the purposes set forth in the General Agreement. They had not the statw
of an organization nor had they consultative status with the United Nations in the
sense provided for in the Charter, _

He did not agree with the Peruvian represehtative that the countries
which were not contracting parties to that Agroemwsnt would accept the mesasures
taken by those who were. It was a question concerning which thers must be
negotiati-ns in order to roach as general agreemsnt as possible, That was the aim
of the amendment proposed by iils delegation,

A regards the time factor, since the contracting parties wculé not meet
until September, the Councll would not, in any event, be able to ascertain their
views until i{its fourteenth session.. The procedure recommendod would thus involve

10 dolay.

{4 . BUSAIN (Pakistan) thought that the Tidian amendment was very logical.
Stotes which were parties to thw General Axreemsnt on Tariffs ané Trade werc not

all mopbars »f the Unltsd Matisw:, and converasly Henmbarve of the United Nations

fe.a ot
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were not all partles to the Agreemsnt. It was only proper to secure the
participation of as many nations as possible in the consideration of the gquestion.
Furthermore, in view of the date fixed for the meeting of the contracting parties,
the procedure proposed by the Indian delegation would cause no delay.

Pakistan would vote for the amsndment proposed by Yhe Indian delegation.

Mr. MASOIN (Belgium) supported the idea of transmitting documentation
to all the Members of the United Nations as well as to the contracting parties,
and he thought that all the members of the Committee were of that opinion, but he
also believed there was disagreement amongst them as to the adivisability of
invitling those countries to state their views. He therefore proposed a compromise
formula which would comsist of the deletion from sub-paragraph (a) of the Indian
amendment of the words "and to invite their views"; and the 'transfer of those
words to sub-paragraph (b).

In that way, certain delegations might find themselves éﬁle to vote for |
sub-paragraph (a), and to adopt another attitude with regard to sub-paragraph (b)
if they agreed with the Belgium delegation that by inviting those countries to
express their views, the Eoonomic and Social Council would be intervening in the
technical atudy of the draft convention without having at its disposal the necessary
resources for dolng so.

If the Indian representative accepted this shendment, the Belglan
delegation would vote for sub-paragréph (a).

Mr, LUBIN (United States of America) could not accept the Belglan
mroposal if 1t resulted in the elimination of the two last sub-paragraphs of the
joint draft resolution, Tke purmci3e of the Council shculd be to obtaln concrete
results as soon as posgible, This was the purpose almsd at by the authors
of the joint draft resolution in the two last paragraphs. It was even possible tha-
the contracting parties would take action at thelr rnext meeting,

His delegation thought, however, that the documentation would 1in any
event be transmitted to the States which were not contracting parties and believed
that everybody agreed on that point.

He proposed that a sub-paragraph to that effect should be added to the

Joint draft resolution,

/Mr. LEGATTE
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Mr. LEGATTE (France) was certain that the very clear proposal put forward
by the United States of America was a step towards a solution. The French
delegation had at first thought, when preparing the joint draft resolution, that
documentation should be transmitted only to the contracting parties, because they
constituted the technical body competent to deal with the question. but it maw no
obJection to the documentation being also transmitted to the States which were not

contracting parties.

Mr. PATTERSON (United Kingdom) supported the United States proposal and
urged that the last two sub-paragraphs of the Joint draft resolution should be
retained. The question was a technical one and should be treated on a technical
basis.

In any case, it would be quite in order for States which were not
contracting parties to receive the documentation and to be kept informed of the
resulte of the study.

Mr. CREPAULT (Canada) supported the French representative and thought the
Council was within reach of a solution of the problem.

Instead, however, of the additional sub-paragraph proposed by the
United States representative, he thought that it might be preferable simply to add
to the last paragraph but one of the joint draft resolution, after the words
"requests the Secretary-Gemeral to transmit" the words "to Governments MNembers

of the United Nations and".

Mr. ADARKAR (India) did not agree with the United States representative.
The amendment proposed by the Indian delegation would not prevent the contracting
partiss from examining the guestion.

As regards the Canadian proposal, it differed very little from the
Indien amendment, but it was less complete, since 1t would still be necessary to
ascertain what measures should be taken if the contracting parties adopted a draft
convention. The contracting parties no doubt constituted s technical group, but
Members of the United Nations who were not contracting parties to the Gensral
Agresment on Tarlffs and Trade might also be competent to deal with the question.
The decision of the contracting paftiee should not be binding upon the other
Members of the United Nations. If an agreement were reached at the next session
of the contracting parties, the Council could examine what other msasures shoula

bhe taken.
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The CHAIRMAN put the various amsndments to the vote.
1. Indian amendment (E/AC.6/L.34)
The amendment was rejected by 11 votss to 4, with 3 abstentions.

2. Canadian amendment, consisting of the addition of the words "to Governuonts
Mombers of the United Nations and" to the last paragraph but one of the Jjoint
draft resolution (E/AC.6/L.33) after the worde "requests the Secretary-General
to transmit'. )

The amendment was adopted by 15 votes to nome, with 3 abstentions.

3. Philippine amendment, consisting of th;’replacement in the first sub-paragraph
of the Joint draft resolution of the words "Bearing in mind" by the word
"recalling".

The amendment was asopted by 8 votes to none, with 13 abstentions,

The CHAIRMAN then put to the vote the Joint draft resolution submitted
by Carada, France, Peru and the United Kingdom (E/AC.6/L.33) as amended.
The draft resolution was adopted by 15 votes to 3.

?The meeting rose at 12.50 p.m.






