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CRIME PREVENTION AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE

Algorio. Argeontina. Australle. Bolivia, Capwuda, Colombia, Costa
Rica, Cubp, France, Grooce, Hungary., Italy. Mexico, New Zealand,
Philippiunes. Spain, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.

Uruguay, Venezaela and Yugesloviai draft xesolution

Crimg preovention and criminal juwstizge
Ihe Goneoral Assonhly.

Boaring in mind the responsibilities assumed by the United Nations in tho
fiold of criie provontion and criminal justice undor Economic ond Social Council
resolution 155 (C) (VII) of 13 August 1948 and Goneral Assembly resolution 418 (V)
of 1 December 1957, as well os its pivotal role in the promotion of internatisnal
co-operation in this field, in accordance with Assembly resolutions 3021 (XXVII) of
18 Decomber 1972, 32/59 and 32/60 of 8 Docomber 1977 and 35/171 of 15 Docember 1980,

Emphagizing the impoitance of its resolution 40/32 of 29 November 168%, in
which it approved the Milan Plan of Action, )1/ adoptod by congsensus by the Sevonth
United MMations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offendors,
as a ugseful end effective means of strengthening international co-operatiom in tho
field of crime provontion and criminal justice,

1/ See Seventh United Nations Congross on the Prevention of Crime and the
Troatment of Oftonders, Milan, 26 Auygust-6 Septombor 1985:  report preparod by tho
Socretariat (United Nations publication, Suales No. E.86.1v.I), chap. I, sect. A,

89 26697 15472 (k) /..
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Recalling its resolutions 41/107 of 4 December 1986, in which it invited
Momber States and the Secretary-General to ensure timely preparations for the
Eighth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatmont of
Offonders, 42/59 of 30 Novomber 1987, in which it welcomed, inter alia, the results
of tho comprehensive review of the functioning and programme of work of the United
Nations in the tield of crime prevention and criminal justice conducted by the
Secrotary-General 2/ and approved the recommondations contained in Economic and
Social Council resolutions 1986711 of 21 May 1986 and 1987/53 of 28 May 1987, and
13,09 of 8 December 1988, in which it st:ossed the necessity for Member States to
cont.inue to make cuncertod and systematic efforts to strengthen international
vo-operation in crime prevention and criminal justice,

Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolutions 1987/49 of 24 May 1947,
approving the provisional agonda for the Eighth Congress, 1989/68 of 24 Moy 1989 on
the veview of the functioning and programme of work of the United Nations in the
tield of crime prevention and criminal justice, and 1989/69 of 24 May 1989 on the
vontinuation of preparations for the Congress,

Recalling furthor Economic und Social Council resolutions 1989/%6 of
24 May 1989 on the statute of the United Nations Interrogional Crime and Justice
Research Ingtitute, 1989/59 of 24 May 1989 on the United Nations African Institute
for the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offondora, 1989/62 of 24 May 1089
on cuncerted international action against the forms of crime jdentificd in the
Mitan Plan of Action and 1989767 of 24 May 1989 on domestic violence,

Taking.note of Economic and Sovcial Council decision 1989/134 of 24 May 1989,
accopting the invitation of the Government of Cuba to hold the Eighth Congresn at
HHavana from 27 August to 7 September 1990,

Conscious that the convening of such a global event demonstrates the
continuing interest and capacity of Membeor Steates, intergovernmontal and
non-governmental organizations, scholars and experts to react to the challengo
posed by the new forms and dimongsions of criminality, both nationally and
internationally,

Acknowledging that the United Nations congresses, as major intergovernmental
forums, have influenced national policies and practices by faciliteting the
oxchange of views and axperiences, mobilizing public opinion and recommending
policy options at the national, regional and international levels, thus making o
significant contribution to progress and the promotion of international
co-operation in this fiold,

Appraeciative of the success of all the preparatory activities for the Eighth
Congress, which have been carried out in a spirit of mutual unierstanding,
piodurtive consensus and professional competence,

2/ F£/1987/43.
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Mindful of the main objectives of the United Nations in the field of crime
prevention and criminal justice, which include, inter _alia, the promotion of more
effective administration of justice, the strengthening of international
co-operation in the fight against transnational crime, the observance of human
rights and the pursuance of the highest standards of fairness, efficiency, humanity
and professional conduct,

Aware that transnational criminality, particularly violent and organized
crime, constitutes a serious threat to the development and security of nations,

Goncerned about the increase both in the incidence and seriousness of crime in
many parts of the world, including conventional and non-conventional criminality
and juvenile delinquency, and its negative effects on the quality of life and the
enjoyment. of human rights and fundamental freedoms,

Also concerped about the level of the human and financial resources available
to the United Nations in this field and taking into account its enlarged
responsibilities and expanded mandates,

Recognizing that constraints of an economic and technical nature impede many
countries in their fight against crime, and that technological advances may not
only entail dangers to the human environment but also be utilized in the
perpetration of sophisticated forms of criminality, for which criminal law can
serve a usefu) function, including the penal protection of the environment,

Convinged of the urgent need to strengthen international co-operation and
co-ordination at all levels in order to meet the challenge posed by contemporary
arima,

Detowmined te improve joint action to achieve further progress in combating
¢rimo, particularly in its new forms und transnational dimensions, and in ensuring
rospoct for the rule of law, as well as to increasa the usefulness and impact of
the Eighth Congress through the discussion and adoption of new important
international instruments and heightened public awareness of its results,

1. Tekes natg of tho report of the Secretary-General on the implementation
of ity resolution 43/99, 3/ which summarizes, lnter alip, the rocommendations ot
the regionul preparatory meetings for the Eighth United Nations Congress on the
Mevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offonders; 4/

2. Realfirmu the continued validity of the Milan Plan »f Ac-ion and the

lmportuance of its goals, which include the strengthening of international
co -operation and the enhancement of the United Nations role in this fieldq;

37/ A/44/400.

4/ A/CONF.144/1PM.1--5.
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3. Urges the international community tuv apply the recommendations contained
in the Milan Plan of Action, together with the resolutions adopted by the Seventh
UInited Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders.
and invites those Governments that have not yet done so to provide relevant
information to the Secretary-General on the progress made towards their
implementation;

4. Expresses its hope that the Eighth Congress will make . major
contribution to the solution of problems related to crime prevention and criminal
justice; '

5. Approves the recommendations contained in Economic and Social Council
resolutions 1989/68 and 1989/69, and requests the Secretary-General to take
appropriate measures to translate them into action;

6. Acknowledges the crucial functions of the Committee on Crime Prevention
and Control, which the Economic and Social Council has entrusted with developing
practical crime prevention and criminal justice policies and monitoring the
implementation of United Nations standards and norms and which is also the
preparatory body for the United Nations congresses on the prevention of crime and
the treatment of offenders;

1. Welcomes the establishment by the Committee on Crime Prevention and
Control of a sub-committee charged with the task of providing an overview of the
problem of crime and assessing the most efficient means of stimulating practical
international action in support of Member States, as well as the establishment of &

pre-sessional working group to oversee the process of implementing existing
standards;

8. Also welcomes the new statute of the United Nations Interregional Crime
and Justice Research Inst tute and the formal establishment of the United Nations
African Institute f r the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders at
Kampala;

9. Invites the Commlttee on Crime Prevention and Control, at its eleventh
session, to give priority attention to the conclusions and recommendations of its
sub-committee and to consider their appropriate follow-up by the Eighth Congres:s;

10. §tresges the importance of the United Nations crime prevention and
c¢riminal justice prograrmme and the necessity of strengthening it in order to make
it. more respongsive to the needs and expectations of Member States, whose stability
ind social peace, as well as law enforcement and judicial structures, may be
undermines by the growving incidence and impact of criminality:

11. Regquests th) Secretary-General to ensure that the level of human and
financial resources of the Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Branch of the
Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs of the Secretariat is
sufficiant to carry out its multiple tasks mandated by the United Nations
policy-making bodies, including the promotion of collaborative action by
Governments on problems of mutual coniern, evaluation research, the collection and
dissemination of information, the preparation of reports and studies and technical

/.
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co-operation activities, and to ensure that the specialized nature of the programme
is fully reflected in its management and staffing;

12. Notes the efforts made by the Secretaria® towerds the .stablishment of a
global crime prevention and criminal justice information network and, in view of
its value, urges governmental aguncies concerned and criminal justice institutions
to join it, and requests the Secretary-General to secure adequate resources for its
full development and functioning:

13. Invites the Economic and Social Counci', at lts first regular session of
1990, to give priority consideration to the report of the Committee on Crime
Prevention and Control on the work of its eleventh session, paying attention also
to the oparational espects of the crime prevention programme of work, with a view
to assisting interested countries in developing self-reliant and adequate law
onforcoment and judicial structures through human resources development, tho
reinforcement of national machinery, the promotion of human rights, the
organization of joint training activities .24 the cdevelopment of pilot anad
demonstration nrojects, and urges the World Bank, the United Nations Development
Programme, the Department of Technical Co-operation fur Development of the
Secrotariat and other funding agenclies to continue to provide financial support and
assistance for technical co-operation activities;

14. Encourages Governments and intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations, in co-operation with the Secretariat, to play an active role in tho
formulation and implementation of technical co-operalion projects in crime
prevention and criminal justice, to allocate adequate resources and expertise for
technical assistance activities, and to increwse their support to the interregional
and regional institutes for the preovention of crime and the treatment of offenders;

15. Roiterptes its invitation to Governments to participate activoly in the
preparation for the Eighth Congress, particularly through the involvement of the
national correspondents in the field of crime prevention and criminal justice, the
submission of national position papers on the different agenda items, tue
outablishmont as appropriate, of national committees and focal points and the
encouragement. ot contributions from the academic community and relevant scientific
institutions;

16. Urges Member States to contribute to the two research workshops to be
held during the Eighth Congress on the computerization ot criminal justice
informat ion and alternatives to imprisonment by preparing research and technical
papers and other information enabling a substantive and fru’tful exchange of
nat ional experiences in these arens;

7. Cally upon the spacializod agencies, an particular the International
Labour Organisoation, the United Nations Educational, Hcientific and Cultural
Organization, the World Health Organization, the International Civil Avietion
Organization and the International Maritime Organization, and other
intergovernmental and non-goverumental organizations to part cipate actively in the
Kighth Congress and to give the necessary attention and priority to national,
regional and internationa: measures aimed at preventing crime and improving the
quality of the administration of justice;
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18. Regquests the Eighth Congress, under item 3 of its provisional agenda., to
give urgent attention to strengthened international co-operation in crime
prevention and criminal justice, in pursuance of the recommendations of the
preparatory meetings and of the Committee on Crime Prevention and Control, which
also emphasized, inter alia, the role of criminal law in environmental protection:

19. Also requests the Eighth Congress, under item 5 of its provisional
agenda, to pay particular attention to the linkages between illicit drug

trafficking, organized crime and terrorist criminal activities, and to propose
viable control measures; .

20. Encourages Member States to contribute to the United Nations Trust Fund
for Social Defence in order to enable the Fund to undertake activities of
assistance to countries requesting it:

21. Regquests the Secretary-General to ensure that the substantive and
organizational work of the Eighth Congress is fully adequate for its successful

outcome, including a strengthened information programme, and to provide the
reguired resources;

22. Also requests the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assembly at
its forty-fifth session a report on the implementation of the recommendations of
the Seventh Congress, to be prepared in pursuance of its resolution 22 and of
Economic and Social Council resolution 1987749, for consideration by the Eighth

Congress, in order to assess the progress achieved and to ensure continuity between
the congresses;

23. Eurther requests the Secretary-General to submit to the General'Assembly
at its forty-fifth session his views and recommendations on the implementation of
the conclusions of the Eighth Congress:;

24. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its forty-fifth session
the item entitled “Crime prevention and criminal justice”.





