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I. CRG,\UIZJ\TICII OF Tli: Z::SZIOil 

A. O~ening and duration 

.,/~c~· 
-"-C..:...::"" 

::1<:l1nh 
r~cc 5 

1. The Cor::mi ttee on the Drafting of a Suppler::entnry Convention en Sla\'ery t:~nd 

Servitude, convened in accordance ~ith recolution 564 (XIX) of tte £ccr.~~ic 

and Social Council, n:et o.t the Headqu;:trter=: of tte United r:nticn::, r:e"' York, 

fro~ 16 January to 6 February 1956. 
2. Mr. t-~rtin Hill, Deputy Under-Secrebry for Economic nnrl ~octal Affair:., 

orened the ceso1on on tchalf of the Gecretnry-Genernl on lG J~n~ry. 

B. Reoreoentation ot the nenoion 

3. The following reprecento.tives of r-:emter St:lteo on the Ccr:.r::ittee ntten~ed: 

Auatralia. 

Ecuador 

France 

India 

Netherlands 

Turkey 

Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics 

United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland 

Yugoslavia 

Hr. 

Hr. 

l~r. 

l·!r. 
l-!r • 

l·tr. 
Hr. 
l-1r. 

l-fr. 
r-~. 

l-lr. 
Nr. 

Hr. 
Hr. 

l-~. 

l·:Z.. 
Hr. 

Mr. 
r-:r. 

Trevett l.'aket:a=t Cutto 

Gonzo.lo Apuntc 

A .H. Al::dcl-GM.ni 

D:lile Gil c.u:i 
J~nn Turpin (nl te rr.n te) 

B. Rnjan 
P.Il. Knul (o.ltermtc) 
R.K. Kapur (nuviner) 

Z.L.C. Schiff 
A. I.::. vo.n Br~c l!ouckr,ecot {nl tcrmte} 

Tnlat Denler 
Ilho.n Akant (alternate) 

A~atoly Ilikolnev 
B.P. Pisnrev (advicer) 

R.D.J. Scott-Fox 
Vincent .::-1ann (::1ltermte) 
r-:ervyn BrO\o'Tl (adviser) 

Aleksandar Bo:~\ic 
Kresicir I:~rvat (c.;;.vitcr) 

4. The Interr.ational La'tour Crcanication ,.-as repre::ented at tl·.e :::estion by 

l'..r. R.A. ~~etall, Director of the ILO Liaison Office .,..1t~ tte t.;nited lin.tiocs, 

and l-11-. o. Seiersen, of that Office. 
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5· The following authorized representatives from non-govern~ental organizations 

in consultative relationship with the economic and Social Council were present 

as observers: 

Cate~ory A 

International Confederation of Free Trade Unions (Mise Toni Sender and 

Miss Nina Hillquit); International Federation of Christian Trade Unions 

(Mr. G. Thormann); World Federation of United Nations Associations 

(Mr. Barret Brown). 

Cate~ory B 

A~udas Israel World Or~anization (Mr. Isaac Lewin); The Anti-Slavery 

Society (Mr. c.w.w. Greenidge); Catholic International Union for Social 

Service (Mrs. Carmen Giroux); International Bureau for the Suppression of 

Traffic in Persons (Mrs. W.G, Grabinska); International Conference of Catholic 

Charities (Mr. Louis Longarzo); International Movement for a Fraternal Union 

Amon~ Races and Peoples (Miss M. Krynen); International Union of Socialist 

Youth (Miss Susan Gyarmati); Nouvelles Eouifes Internationales 

(Mr. K. Sieniewicz); Pan-Pacific Southeast Asia Women's Association 

(Mrs, H.G. Fowler); World's Alliance of Young ¥.en's Christian Associations 

(Mr. Owen E. Pence); World Assembly of Youth (Mr. Robert Perlzweig); 

World Union of Catholic Women's Or~anizations (Miss Catherine Schaefer). 

Re~ister 

St. Joan's International Social and Political Alliance (Mrs. W.G. Grabinska 

and Mr. c.w.w. Greenidge). 

6, Mr. John P. Humphrey, Director of the Division of Human Rights, and 

Mr. Zgon Schwelb, Deputy Director of the Division, represented the Secretary

General, Mr. Marc Schreiber, Deputy Director, General Legal Division, attended 

a number of ~eetings and gave advice to the Committee on various questions of 

a legal nature. Mr. Pedro L. Yap acted as Secretary of the Committee, 



C. ~lection of Officers 

7. The Committee at its first ~eeting unanimously electeu: 

:/282!:. 
:r.cli!lr. 
rage 7 

I.fr. Trevett Hake ham Cutts (Australia) 1 Chairman; ar.d 

Mr. Aleksandar Bozovic (Yugoslavia), Rapporteur. 

D. Meetings, resolutions and docurr.entation 

8. The Cmrmittee held 20 plenary rr.eetings. Tl:e vie\.'S expressed by tt:e 

members of the Committee during these meetings are s~~arized in c;c~er.ts 

2-/AC .43/SR.l-20. 

9. The Committee granted hearings at its fourth ~eeting to representative~ 

of the following non-governnental organizations: 

Cate~orv A: International Federation of Christian Trade Uniona 

(Mr. G. Thorrrann). 

Category B: The Anti-Slavery Scoiety (Mr. C.H.'.-1. Greenidge); Cntl".olic 

International Union for Social Service (~~s. Carmen Giroux); Int(rnatior.~l 

Bureau for the Suppression of Traffic in Persons (l-!rs. l-l.G. Grabir.Dka). 

Register: St. Joan's International Social and Political Allin~ce 

(Mrs. W.G. Grabinska). 

10. The text of the Draft Supplementary Convention on the Abolition of 

Slavery 1 the Slave Trade·, and Institutions and Practices Sir:ilar to ~la..-ery, 

adopted by the Ccmmittee and submitted to the Economic and Sccial Ccuncil, is 

reproduced in Annex I. Docun:ents before the Comi ttee arf' listed in :.r.r.ex II· 

II. AG.::I'IDA 

11. At the first rr.eeting, the Con:mittee considered the provision•·.l a:l·:'".r~a 

(E/AC.43/l), prepared by the Secretary-General, and unanin:ously adopted tte 

following agenda for the session: 

l. Election of Officers. 

2. Adoption of the Agenda. 
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3. Preparntion of a draft supplexrentary convention dealing u:i.th those 

practices resembling slavery not covered in the International Slavery 

Convention of 1926 (Zconomic and Socicl Council resolution 564 (XIX)~. 

4. Adoption of the report of the Committee to the Economic and 

Socia l Council. 

III. PREPARATION OF A DRAFT SUPPI.ZI·'!ENI'ARY CONVZ~"TION DEALING 
HITH THOSE PRACTICES RESEMBLING SlAVERY NGT COVERED m 

TEE n"TERNATIONAL SLAVERY CONVENTION OF 1926 

Item ~ of the Agenda 

Introduction 

12. J\t its 1st to 20th rreetings, the Committee considered item 3 of its agenda, 

entitled "Preparation of a draft supplrr.entary convention dealing \lith those . 

practices resembling slavery not covered in the International Slavery Convention 

of 1926". 
13. Tl:e Committee had before it a Draft Convention on the Abolition of Slavery 

and Servitude (~/2540/Add.4)j which had been submitted to the Economic and 

Socia l Council by the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Brita in and 

Nortl:ern Ireland, and the comn:ents that had been received on it from 

governments, the International Labour Organisation, and non-governrrental 

organizations. The draft convention and comrrents had been transmitted to 

tte Committee by the Economic and Social Council in resolution 564 (XIX). 

14; For tr..e convenience of the Committee, the Secretary-General had prepared 

a n:en:orandum (E/AC.43/L.l and Adds.l and 2 and Corrs.l and 2), containing the 

text of the Draft Supplen:entary Convention on Slavery and Servitude and tte 
· seti0:1 comxrents thereon received from governn:ents, the International Labour Organl 

and various non-governmental organizations. Tte rr.emorandum also contained 
· ided a number of cornu:ents submitted by the Secretary-Ger.eral. The Committee dec 

to use this n:emorandum as its basic working docun:ent, and to examine the 

articles of the draft convention one by one. 

15. The ' Committee gave the draft convention three readings. The first readi"ag, 

which took place at the 2nd to the 7th n:eetings, was devoted to an examination 
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of tre draft convention, article by article. Aendrents to the crticl~s ,.~re 

submitted by n:emtera of tl:e Comittee, but decisions \tith resrect to such 

a n:endtrents l-:ere postponed until tr.e second re3ding, vhich took plnce ct 

tr.e 8th to 19th rreetings. Tl:e third reedinG, "'hich took phce ot tte 20th reet1ng, 

\.~ s devoted to consideration of draftinG proposals and suc£;est1on:J for 

in:provenent of tl:e style of tl':e Encrlish, French, Spnnich nnd Russi('n textu. 

A. General corntrents on t'he draft convention ns a vhole 

16. Chapter I of tte :o:en:orandum prepared by tl:e Secretery-Ger.eral contair.ed 

a num'ter of cenernl corr.nenta on tre draft convention as a ,,.hole. !·:Cr.:ror:: ·of tre 

CoiDrnittee considered that all of the cenerel con:r.ents relot~d to p..-:rticulnr 

orticles of tl:e droft convention, and could tl':erefore be de:::~lt "'it~.,,.;:<·:-~ ttc ro:.!f\~J.t 

articles \rere discu2sed. Nevertteless, on tl':e req\.:est of tm repreccntnt1v~ of 

tl:e Union of Soviet Gociolist Republics, the Co1:1n!ttee decided U..:!t a ccr.er:ll 

discussion should precede tl:e article-by-article ex~mination of the droft 

convention. 

17. The representative of the Union of Soviet Socinlist Republics, in the 

course of the e;eneral discussion, uade a st:!terent on Ue dr::ft con\'ent1on o 9 

a lthole (E/IIC .43/SR.2). He observed toot tt.e docurr.entation on sl:1very reforc 

tl:e Economic and Sccial Council clearly indicated t~t V3riou~ forr.s of oloverJ, 

including crude slnvery, still existed .in rnny countries. Althou~h tte probl~~ 

of slavery did not exist in the Union of Soviet Gocialist Republics, his 

delegation had all-rays been prepared to support any reacures U..:1t cic-~t rolp 

to abolish slavery and related institutions and practices vtere they still 

exist. The United Nations should take n:ore effective reasures tl'...'ln thoze 

provided in the Slavery Convention of 1926. Tt.e representfltive of tt.e USSR 

pointed out that tr~ dr~ft convention proposed by the Govcrnoent of tt~ 

United Kingdom, while it contained a n~ter of provisions aired nt the elioir.3t1on 

of slavery, J:l.ad ixr.portant defects. Article 1 of tte draft, for ex.ecple, 

provided that slavery should 't:e a't:olisced "progressi,·ely ond as soon as possible" 1 

a provision \Thich 1:eaker.ed tl:e scope of tb! convention. Article 10 conta i~d e. 

· provision wl:ereby tr.e Parties to tl:e convent:ilon vould be entitled to deternir.e 

vl'.etr.er or not to apply the convention to certein territories for tt.e 
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international relations of vrhich they ere responsible, i.e. to colonial 

territories. Such a provision 1muld hinder the application of the convention to 

such territories, u:tere tte struggle ~sa inst slavery is of c;reetest sic;nificance. 

Tl:e draft contained otter aefects as \.'ell, such as tr.e inclusion of Article 7 on 

reservations and a provision concerning the compulsory juristiction of the 

Internatiom~l Court of' Justice. 

18. _ Generc.l views on the draft convention \;ere presented by all rrer.Jbers of 

the Cornnittee in the course of the article-by-article considcr~tion of its 

text. The Chairrran, in addition, dre\1 tl:e Cornrni ttee 's attention to the 

cor.m:ent:> on the droft convention as a rThole which appeared in Ch~pter I of the 

Secretary-General's rr.emorandum, including comrr:ents received frOI!l Australia, 

Austri~, Eelgium, Brazil, Burma, Cambodia, Canada, Ceylon, Chile, China, 

Costa Rica, Cuba, Den~rk, Greece, Honduras, Indonesia, Iraq, Japan, LDos, 

Lebanon, Libya, Luxembourg, Jl:exico, Nepal, Netherl~nds, Nicaragua, Nor,.,ay, 
' Slritzerland, Turkey, and Viet :Nom; from the International Labour Organisation; 

and from the Anti-Slcvery Society. 

B. Tl:e title of the draft convention 

19. The draft convention submitted by the Govermr.ent of the United Kingdom of 

Great Britain and Northern Ireland (E/2540/Add.4) •ms entitled "Draft Convention 

on the Abolition of Slavery and Servitude". 

20. Tl:e Committee discussed the uording of the title et the 8th and 9th 

rreetings. 

21. Sorre rrem1::ers of tl:e Corr.mittee pointed out that tl:e lrord "servitude" 

presented linguistic difficulties, particularly in the Arabic, Russian and 

Spanish languages. The representative of the United Kingdom explained that 

t!::e draft convention covered sorrethinc; n:ore than slavery and that tl:e •10rd 

"servitude" r.ad been added in vieu of the "'ell-defined and rather restricted 

connotation which had been given to the term 11 slavery". 

22. The representative of the USSR proposed at the 9th rreeting that the draft 

convention l::e entitled, "Supplen:entary Convention on the Abolition of Slavery, tl13 

Slave Trade, and Institutions and Practices Similar to Slavery'. The proposal 

~s adopted unanimously by the Committee. 
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23. Tr..e preamble. of the draft convention (E/2540/Add.4) ws as tollovs: 

"_T_he_S.-t_a_t;;..;e;..;;s;......;;s..;;;i~~;.;na::..t:;.o:::.:r:.:i::e:.:s~o.:.f_t.:::;h:.:e::....!p::.:re.::.::s.:::.e!!.nt~C~o:'.!n!.!v.::.e.!!nt!:.i~o~n, 

/17 "Considerinp; thnt article 4 of the Universal tecl::!retion or 
Hurr:an Rights proclaims as one of tte aims of tr.e United l1ntions 
ttot no OLe shall te held in slavery or servitude, 

!§} 11 Recof-';nizing that tt.e International Convention vith tt.e 
Object of Securing tt.e Abolition of Slavery and tt.e Slave T~de 
signed at Geneva on 25 Septemcer 1926, represented tt..c 11idest 
undertaking upon vhich agreement could te react.ed at th.:!t tire, 

[j] "Considerin~ that furtt.er progress has teen nnde tol."Ordo 
elimination of slavery and practices of a similar mture froc tre 
l-Torld, 

@ "Eelievinp; that t:r.e provisions of the eforerentior.ed Convention 
of 1926, which recains fully operative and tt.e custody of ~hich 
by tl:e Secretary-General of tl:e United lbtions has l:een confirred 
in a Protocol dated 7 December 1953, con nov appropriately te 
augmented by the conclusion of a supplementary convention, 

"Have ao:reed as follovs:" 

24. Comn:ents on the preamble had teen submitted by tl:c Anti-Clovery Society and 

by the Secretary-General (E/AC.43/L.l, paras. 38-42). 

25. Tt..e committee discussed tr.e preettble at tm 2nd, 8th, 9th and 2oth c:eetint;s. 

26. An:endn:ents to the preamble ,,-ere submitted by tl':e rep:resentotireo of France, 

tl':e Netheriands and the USSR. Tr.e representative of Fr3nce proposed 

(E/Ac .43/L.4) that tl::e second paragraph should be arended to reod as follovs: 

"Recognizin~ that tt.e Slavery Convention sigt:.ed at Gerevo on 
25 Septemter 1926, t-rhich ws designed to atolish slavery and tre 

1 slave trade, represented the videst undertaking upon vhich agreecent 
could te reached at that titre. 11 

Tl:e representative of t:te .Netrerlands proposed (E/AC .43/L.3) th:lt tte first 

paragraph should te an:.ended to reed as foll0\.'9: 
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"Considering tha t tte Universc.l reclara tion of Hurr.nn Rights, 
procle itr.ed by tl:e General Assembly a s a corrJI:on stcnd~rd of 
::>chiever.ent for all ~oples a nd all no.tions, ntatec in Article 4 
tr~t no or.e shall be teld in slavery or servitude a nd .that 
slavery end tl:e slave trade shall l:;e prohibited in ell t he ir forms ." 

The representative . of the USSR proposed (Z/AC.43/L.5) deletion from tte 

preamble of tl:e staterr.ent that tl:e 1926 Slavery Convention "represented the 

widest undert~king upon which agreen:ent could 'te reached at that tin:e," nnd 

insertion at the end of tl:e preamble of tl:e follouing po.ragrnph: 

"Recognizing that tt..e conc lusion of a new supple rr.entury 
convention on sl ave ry a nd servitude is essential in order to 
intensify the struGgle ag~ inst slavery and servitude and the 
institutions a nd prnctices associated thereuith. " 

A revised text for the preamble (Z/AC.43/L.l8), taking into account the various 

an:endrr.ents e nd the preliminary discus s ion thereon, 11a s submitted to the Committee 

by tr.e representative of t he Unite d Kingdom. The revised te xt 1-10.s c s f ollolls : 

"Tr.e States signatories of the pre sent Convention, 

Jl7 "IIindful th~t tt..e -r:eoples of the United Nations in the Charter 
ret. ffirtr.ed tteir f a ith in the dignity and HOrth Of t l:e hUTron person; 

fJJ "ConsiderinR that the Universal reclnration of HUl!O.n Tiic;hts, 
proclail!ed by t:t:e Ger.erul Assembly of the United Nations c s o corr.mon 
st.:mdard of echieverrent for a ll -r:eople s and all nations, states in 
Article 4 that no or.e smll 'te held in slavery or servitude a nd 
trz t s l avery and tl:e slave trc.de shall 'te prohibited in all their 
forms; 

f5J "Recognizing that, since the conclusion of the Slavery Convention 
sigr.ed at Ge neva on 25 Septem'ter lg261 llhich \Ta s designed to sec ure 
tte abolition of slavery and tl:e slave trade, further progress has 
'teen tr.ade toucrds this end; 

§ "Eeinp; iHlare, hm:ever, that slavery l:as not yet been eliminated 
in all parts of tte uorld and that other forms of servitude of a 
similar nature still exjst; 

f5J "Having decided ., t:t:erefore, that the provisions of the Covention 
of 1926, \:hich ren:ains fully opera.tive, should no,., 'te augu;ented by 
t:t:e conclusion of u supplementary convention designed to intensify 
efforts t cwrds tte abolition of ttese practices; 

11 Havc agreed as follows:" 
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27. The first paragraph of the revised preamble did not give rise to any 

discussion. At the 9th meeting, the Committee adopted it unani~ously. 

2. Second paragraph 

28. The second paragraph of the revised preamble reproduced the atrendn:ent uhich 

l'.ad been submitted by t:t:e representative of the Netl:erlands 1 lthich in turn had 

taken into account the drafting changes suggested by tr2 Secretary-General. 

29. Tl:ere >ro.s a difference of opinion in the Committee uith regard to the 

phrase "as a common standard of achieverr.ent for all peoples and all nations". 

Some memcers pointed out that inclusion of the phrase might suggest that t:t:e 

abolition of slavery was a uere ideal, while others considered the phrase 

unnecessary since it uerely restated what was already in the Universal 

L'ec.laro.tion of Human Rights. T:t:ere was houever no formal proposal to delete tt.e 

phrase. 

30. The advisability of referring to Article 4 of the Declaration was q~estioned 

by sorre members, who felt that ot:t:er articles of the Declaration also had a 

tearing upon the draft convention. A forrral proposal by the representative of 

tl:e Netherlands (E/AC .1~3/1.26) to delete the 1-rords "in Article 4" was accepted 

by the representative of the United Kingdom. 

31. The second paragraph of the revised preamble, as attended, \IBB adopted 

by the Committee at the 9th ueeting by 9 votes in favour, none against, with 

1 abstention. 

3. Third para granh 

32 • The third paragraph of tl-..e revised preamble took into account the an:endn:ents 

~hich had been proposed by the representatives of France {E/AC.43/L.4) and of 

tr..e USSR (E/AC.43/L.5). 

33. Tr.e paragraph did not give rise to any discussion. At tte 9th rreeting tl:e 

Committee adopted it unanimously. 
I 
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4. Fourth paragraph 

34. The fourth paragraph of the revised preaii.'ble "Was characterized by son:e 

n:embers of the Committee as not l:eing sufficiently precise. The representati-res 

of France, tl:e Netr.erlands, and tt.e USSR, proposed that reference should te nade 

to the slave trade and to institutions and practices similar to slavery. 

35. The representative of the United Kingdom accordingly revised the paragraph 

to read as follows: 

"Eeing aware, ho-wever, that slavery, the slave trade, and 
institutions and practices similar to slavery have not yet 
been eliminated in all parts of the world;" 

36. The fourth paragraph of the revised preamble, as arrended, was adopted 

unanimously by the Committee at the 9th rreeting. 

5. Fifth paragraph 

37. Tr~ fifth paragraph of the revised preamble took into account the 

amendrrent to the final paragraph of the original text which had teen proposed by 

the representative of the USSR (E/AC.43/L.5). 

38. In the course of the discussion, the representative of France suggested 

deletion of the words "the provision~ of" which appeared l::efore "the Convention"' 

and deletion of the word "fully" uhich appeared l:efore the word "operative" • The 

representative of Yugoslavia suggested that the words "national as well as 

international" should l::e inserted l:efore the vord "efforts", and that the 

expression "slavery, the slave trade, and institutions and practices similar to 

slavery" should l::e substituted for tl:e lrords "tr.ese practices". The 

representative of the United Kingdom accepted these suggestions and revised tt:e 

text accordingly. 

39. The fifth paragraph of the revised preamble, as atrended, was adopted 

unanimously by the Committee at the 9th meeting. 

6. Proposal for an additional para~raph 

40. The representative of Ecuador introduced a proposal, submitted JointlY by 

his delegation and those of Egypt and India (E/AC .43/1.22), for a neH paragraph 

to be included in the preamble, as follows: 
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"Recognizing further that progress on the elimination of slavery 
and similar forms of servitude depends not only on international . 
conventions but also, to a great extent, on concerted measures for 
economic, social and cultural advancement and on international 
co-operation towards this end;" • 

1~1. The CciiJ!littee was divided on the question of including such a paragraph. 

Some members, including the representative of the USSR, favoured its inclusion 

as a recognition of the fact that legal measures alone could not bring about the 

abolition of slavery, but 'WOUld have to be accompanied by concerted measures for 

economic, social and cultural advancement. The representative of France, while 

agreeing that the sponsors of the joint amendment were right to emphasize the 

importance of economic, social and cultural advancement as a factor in the 

abolition of.slavery as well as the-risks involved in confining action to 

prohibition, felt nevertheless that the question of concerted action was not 

within the Committee's terms of reference. Other members felt that the paragraph 

was unnecessary, that it dealt with some matters not mentioned in the draft 

convention, and that it might provide contracting States with a pretext for not 

epplying the convention as long as the measures referred to had not been taken. 

42. In the course of the debate the sponsors of the joint amendment accepted a 

further amendment, suggested orally by the representative of Yugoslavia, and 

redrafted their amendment as follows: 

"Recognizing further that progress in the elimination of slavery, 
the slave trade and similar institutions and practices depends not 
only on legislative measures adopted by States pursuant to 
international conventions but also, to a great extent, on concerted 
measUl·es for economic, social and cultural advancement and on 
international co-operation towards this end,". 

43. The joint an::endment, as amended, was considered by the Committee at the 

9th n:eeting. It received 5 votes in favour and 5 against, and consequently was 

not adopted. 

7. Adoption of the preamble 

44 . The revised preamble, as amended, was adopted unanimously by the Co~ttee 

at the 9th meeting, as follows (E/AC.43/L.3Q): 

"The States signatories of the present Convention, 

"Mindful that the peoples of the United Hations reaffirmed in the 
Charter their faith 1n the dignity and worth o£ the human person; 
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"Considering that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
proclaimed by the General Assembly of the United Nations as a 
common standard of achievement for all peoples and all nations, 
state~ that no one shall be held in slavery or servitude and that 
slavery and the slave trade shall be prohibited in all their forms; 

"Recognizing that, since the conclusion of the Slavery 
Convention signed at Geneva on the 25th of September 1926, which 
was designed to secure the abolition of slavery and of the slave 
trade, further progress has been made towards this end; 

"Being aware, however, that slavery, the slave trade and 
institutions and practices similar to slavery hav~ not yet been 
~liminated in all parts of the world; 

"Having decided, therefore, that the Convention of 1926, .which 
remains operative, should now be augmented by the conclusion of a 
supplementary convention desi~ned to intensify national as well as 
international efforts towards the abolition of slavery, the slave 
trade and institutions a~d practices similar to slavery; · 

"Have agreed as follows: 11 

45. At the 20th meeting the Corr.mittee decided to change the words tiThe states 

signatories" to "the States Parties" in. the opening line of the preamble. 

D. Articles of the draft convention 

Article l 

Introduction 

46. Article 1 of the draft convention (E/2540/Add.4) was as follovrs: 

"All practicable and necessary measures, including legislation 
where appropriate, shall be taken to bring about, progressively and 
as soon as possible, the complete abolition or abandonment of the 
following institutions and practices, where they still exist. 

"(a) Debt bondage, i.e., the status or condition arising from 
a pledge by a debtor of his personal services or those of a third 
person under his control as a security for a debt where the value of 
those services rendered is not applied towards the liquidation of the 
debt and the person pledged has to serve the creditor until the debt 
is repaid. 
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"(b) Serfdom, i.e. the servile r.ereditary tenure of land 
YThereby the tenant is by la"'' custom and agreen:ent bound to live 
and l a bour on land telonging to another person and render sorr.e 
determinate service to his landlord wl::etl:er for ret-rard or not and 
is not free to change his status. 

II (c) Any institution or practice wr.ereby: 

11 (i) A ;ron:an, without the right to refuse, is given in 
rr.arriage on payn:ent of a consideration in money or in kind to 
r.er parents' guardian, family or clan; or 

"(ii) Tr.e hus'tand of a woman, his family or his clan has 
tte right to transfer l:er in his lifetin:e to another I:erson fer 
value received; or 

" (iii) The worran on tl::e death of her husband is liable to 
ce inherited by his r...eir-at-law • . 

11 (d) Any institution or practice whereby a child or young :person 
is delivered by either or both his natural parents or his guardian 
to another :person, whether for reward or not, under conditions which 
t::ermit that person to exploit the child or young t::erson or his or l:er 
labour; except t~t this Article shall not be construed so as to 
prohibit or hinder bona fide adopticns intended to promote the 
1-:elfare of children or young J:eraons .'' 

47. Cornrr.ents on Article 1 bad been submitted by the Governn:ents of Haiti, the 

Federal Republic of Gern:a~y, tte Republic of Korea and Pakistan; by the 

International labour Organisation; and by the Anti-Slavery Society, tl::e 

International Abolitionist Federation, tl:e International Union for Child Helfare, 

tte Liaison Committee of Herren's Internctional Organizations, and the St. Joan's 

International Social and Political Alliance (E/AC.43/L.l, paras. 44-60, and 

E/AC.43/L.l/Adds.l and 2). 

48. The Committee examined Article 1 at the 2nd, 3rd, lOth, 11th, 12th, 13th 

and 2Cth u.eetings. 

1. Introductory paragraph 

49. Tl:e debate on tt.e introductory parograph related principally to {a) tl:e 

nature of tl::e ueasures · to be taken, (b) tte question wretber tte institutions 

and practices dealt with in the draft convention should be acolished immediately 
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or progressively, and {c) the relationship of the institutions and practices 

covered by tl:e draft convention to those dea·lt uith in the Slavery Convention 

of 1926. 

(a) Tl:.e nature of the n:easures to be taken 

50. The representative of France proposed (E/AC.43/L.28) deletion of tl:e 

phrase "including legislation where appropriate", llhich l:e considered to l:e 

superfluous. The representatives of the USSR and Yugoslavia, while agreeing 

that tl:e l-Tords "where appropriate" might l::e unnecessary, consideren reference to 

legislation to l::e indispensable. Speaking against tl:e French an:endn:ent, the 

representative of the USSR stated that in his vieu it was directed tO'I-Tards 

vorsening and l:eakening the draft convention. The representatives of Australia 

and France, on the other hand, stated that in their view elimination of the 

phrase l-Tould strengtl:en, rather than weaken, the text. 

51. At the loth n:e.eting tl}e '!-lords "where appropriate" and "includiQg 

legislation" •·:ere put to separate votes. These words were not retained, tl:e 

vote in each case being 5 in favour and 5 against. 

52. At tl:e 11th n:eeting the representative of Yugoslavia proposed that the 
I 

expression "all practicable and necessary n:easures" should l::e replaced by the 

expression "all practicable and necessary legislative and otl::er rreasures". On 

tl:e suggestion of tl::e representative of Ecuador he extended his an:endment to 

read: "Each of the Contracting Parties shall take all practicable and 

r.ecessary legislative and other measures •••• " 

53. Tr.e arr.endn:ent l-ms adopted by the Coltlllittee at the 11th neeting by 9 votes 

to none, llith 1 abstention. 

(b) Tte question whether the institutions and practices dealt with in tte 
draft convention should l:e abolished imrrediately or progressively 

54. Tt2 representative of the USSR proposed (E/AC.43/L.5) deletion of the 

'!-rords 11 progre ssively and" as he considered these uords to weaken the scofe of 

tt2 article and to 1::e contrary to the principles and purposes of the United 

Nations as set forth in the Charter. The representative of Egypt proposed 
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(:/AC .1~3/L.lO) deletion of tl:e lrords 11 progressively and as soon as possible 11
, 

tut uithdre'tr tr.e proposal at the lCth t:eeting after consultation \lith the 

representntive of tte USSR, in favour of tte USSR proposal. 

55. 2ever~l ~ernters of the . Co~mittee opposed tr2 USSR proposal. The 

representctive of tte United Kingdom pointed out that prcctices similar to slavery 

l:ere deeply rooted in the traditions of r.:nny centuries in son:e parts of the 

uorld, ond thct their irnrr.ediate abolition l:culd cause considerable disorr;anization, 

Tte repree;entctive of the r~etl:erlnnds recalled tl:e recsoning Hhich r.ad led tl:e 

le3r;t:e of Ho.tions to include the HOrds "progressively and as soon ns possible" in 

tl:e Slo.very Convention of 1926, end expresced the viell U..at tl:e saz::e - reasons 

applied 1rith even greater force to tl:e pro.ctices similar to slavery \lhich uoulcl 

te covered by tl:e supplementary convention. Tr~ representative of tl:e USSR could 

not aeree uith tl:e arc;uu:ents which had teen adduced by tte representatives of 

t}:e Netl:erlands and the United Kingdom. 

56. The USSR an:endn:ent l-ras not adopted uhen put to tt2 vote at the lOth rreeting, 

receiving 5 votes in favour and 5 against. 

57. At tl:e 11th meeting, at the request of the representative of tt2 USSR, a 
' 

ceparate vote 'W'ls taken on tl:e words 11 progressively and as soon as possible 11 lrhich 

appeared in the text of the draft convention. The Co~mittee decided to retain 

tr..e 1mrds by 5 votes in favour and 4 against, with 1 abstention. 

(c) Tte relationship of the institutions and practices covered by the draft 
convention to those dealt uith in the Slavery Convention of 1926 

58. Tte representative of tte United Kingdom proposed (E/AC.43/L.2) to insert 

at tr.e end of tr.e introductory paragraph tr.e phrase 1 "and ut.ether or not ttey are 

covered by tl:e definition of slavery contained in Article 1 of tt.e Slavery 

Convention of 25 Septernl:er 1926". ¥.e explair.ed that tt.e proposal l:as in line 

uith tt.e sugGestion of The Anti-Slavery Society {E/AC .43/L.l, paragraph 46). 

59. Tte representatives of India and Australia agreed that the a~ndrrent was 

r.ecessnry and that it would telp to clarify tt.e text. 

6o. Tte Con:nittee unanin:ou!lly adopted tte au:endrrent at the 11th ::eeting. 
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(d) Adoption of tr.e introductory paragraph 

61. At tr.e 11th n:eeting the Committee adopted the introductory paragraph, as 

an:ended, by 9 votes in favour and 1 against, as follous: 

"Each of the Contracting Parties to the present Convention 
shall take all practicable and necessary legislative and otter 
measures to bring about progressively and ns soon as possible the 
complete abolition or abandonment of the following institutions 
and practices, \There tr.ey still exist and whether or not they are 
covered by the definition of slavery contained in Article 1 of 
the Slavery Convention of 25 September 1926." 

62. Tte representative of the USSR explained that he had teen unable to vote for 

the paragraph because his proposal for deletion of the word "progressively" bad 

not teen adopted; he considered that slavery should not ce abolished progressively 

but as quickly as possible. 

2. Paragraph (a) 

63. Paragraph (a) vras examined by the Committee at the 3rd and 11th n:eetings. 

64. The representative of the United Kingdom proposed (E/AC.43/L.2) to delete 

from the words 11 \There tr.e value 11 to the end of the pargraph and substitute the 

follo,-ring: 

"Htere the valt.."e of those services rendered is not applied 
touards tr.e liquidation of the debt or tte length and nature of 
those services are not reEpectively limited and defined." 

In submitting the an:endn:ent r.e explained that it had been prompted by suggestions 

nade in the report of the Ad Hoc Committee on Slavery (E/1988, paragraph 14). 

65.' At tl:!e 11th n:eeting tr.e representative of Yugoslavia suggested that tl:e 

lTOrds "reasonably assessed11 should be added after tr.e word "value" in tl::e . 
an:endment; he felt that tbe debtor was in no strong position to negotiate 

with the creditor and that the State therefore had the right and tte duty to 

intervene in order to determine whether the value was reasonable. The 

representative of the United Kingdom accepted the suggestion and revised his 

an:endn:ent accordingly. 
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66. At the 11th rr.eeting the Committee unanimously adopted the arr.ended 

paraGraph, as follows: 

"(a) ~bt bondage, i.e., tl:e stat~s or condition arising from 
a pledge by a debtor of his ~ersonal services or those of a third 
person under his control as a security for a debt where tbe val~e, 
reasonably assessed, of those services rendered is not applied 
tm~<:1rds tl:e liquidation of the debt or tl:e length and nature of 
those services are not res~ectively limited and defined." 

3. Para~ra"Ph (b) 

67. Paragraph (b) ~~s examined by the Committee at the 3rd, 11th and 12th 

n:eetings. 

68.' Tl:e representatives of the Netherlands and tl:e United Kingdom jointly 

proposed (E/AC .43/L.9) deletion of the word "l:ereditary'' and replacen:ent of 

tl:e words "custom and agreetrent" by the word~ "custom or agreen:ent". Tl:e 

an:endrr.ent was accepted without vote by tr~ Committee at the 11th meeting. 

69. · Tl:e rep~esentative of Ecuador orally suggested .?eletion of tte 'mrd 

"servile", as r~ felt that the n:eaning was implicit in the word "f:;erfdom". Tte 

representative of Yugoslavia supported the suggestion. The representative of 

tl'~ United Kingdom agreed that the word "servile", although useful, was not 

absolutely indispensable, tec~use the status of tl:e person concerned was fully · 

descrited in the following part of the paragraph. He agreed, therefore, with 

ita deletion. 

70. At tte 12th n:eeting tte Committee unanimously adopted the atrended paragraph, 

as follo~rs: 

"(b) Serfdom, i.e., tte tenure of land whereby the tenant is 
by law, custom or agreen:ent bound to live end labour on land 
'telonging to another J:erson end render sorre determinate service 
to his landlord wbetber for reward or not and is not free to ch~nge 
his status." 

4. ParagraTJh (c) 

71. Paragraph (c) was examined by the Committee at the 3rd, 11th and 12th 

n:eetings. 
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~ub-t'~.ra~raph (~) 

72. Tte repres~::utr.ot.ives of tte !{etterlands and tl::e United Kingdom proposed 

(E/AC. 43/ L. 9) that the 1-rords "promised or" te inserted tefore the \orords "given 

in rrarriage 11
• An au:endn:ent along tt.ese lines had -teen suggested by The Anti-

' Slavery Society and tte Liaison Committee of Hon:en's International Organizations. 

73. The an:endn:ent \oras adopted without _vote at tr.e llth n:eeting. 

74. The representative of France proposed (E/AC .43/L. 7) substitution of the 

words, "to the persons h~_ving authority over l::er" for tl::e ,.,ords "to her parents, 

guardian, family or clan". As there ltas sotre objection to omitting tl:e original 

enun:erative formulation altogether, the representatives of France and the 

United Kingdom jointly proposed (E/AC .43/L. 7 /Rev .1) that the uords "or clan" te 

deleted from the article as originally drafted, and that the words "or by any 

other person· or group having authority over ter" tc inserted in tl::eir stead. 

Tr.e use _of the word "authority" in the proposal led to sozr.e disagreen:ent, as 

n:embers felt that it should either 't:e precisely defined or eliminated. Tl::e 

representative of tl::e USSR opposed use of tl::e phrase, "having authority over t.er 11
, 

as he considered that the inclusion of such a phrase in the convention would rean 

in substance tl::.e recocnition of a right of authority over a 'mn:an. 

75. Tte representative of France ~edified tte an:endzrent, proposing that the 

words "or clan" l:e replaced by the phrase 11 or by any otl::er person or group11
• 

This proposal was adopted unani~ously at the 11th n:eeting. The sub-paragraph 

thus an:ended, Has adopted unanin:ously at tr.e 12th n:eeting. 

Sub-~ara~raph (ii) 

76. The representative of tl:e United Kingdom a13reed to the deletion of the. 

\lords "in his lifetin:e". Tt..e representative of the USSR suggested that tl:e 
II 

words "for ve.lue received" should l:e changed to read "wt.ether for reltard or not • 

In vielT of the doubts' expressed by the representative of the United Kingdom 

about the latter arrendrr.ent, the representative of India suggested as an 

alternative the words "whetter for value received or ott..erlrise". The Indian 

suggestion, '\-Thich was acceptable to the representative of the USSR, was adopted 

unanimously by the Committee at the 12th n:eeting. Tt..e sub-paragraph, thus 

an:ended, l-Ias adopted unanimously at the sau:e n:eeting. 
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77. The representative of Egypt proposed (E/AC.43/1.10) deletion of the words 

"by his heir-at-law". The representative of Turkey proposed (E/AC .43/1.24) 

that the words "his l:eir-at-l3w" ce replaced by' the words "another person", in 

line with a suggestion which had been ~de by the Secretary-General 

(E/AC.43/1.1, paragraph 52). 

78. The representative of Egypt withdre"' his auend~rent. Tt..e an:endn:ent proposed 

by the representative of Turkey was adopted unanin:ously by the Committee at the 

12th meeting. The sub-paragraph, thus amended, was adopted unanimously at the 

san:e Ireeting. 

5. Paragraph (d) 

79. Paragraph (d) was examined by the Co~ittee at the 3rd, 12th and 13th 

n:eetings. 

Bo. The representative of the United Kingdom proposed (E/AC.43/L.l9) that the 

words 11 under conditions which permit that ~erson to exploit a child or young 

person or his or her labour" should 't:e replaced by tt..e words "for the purpose 

of exploiting, in a n:anner detrin:ental to his or t..er welfare, the child or young 

person, or his or r..er labour". The representative of tr.e United Kingdom also 

proposed deletion of the words "except that this article shall not l::e construed 

so as to prohibit or hinder bona fide adoptions intended to promote the welfare 

of children or young ~ersons". Tl:e latter proposal was in line "rith comments 

l-thich had teen submitted by the International Labour Organisation and by 

t:r.e St. Joan's Social and Political Alliance. 

81. Tl:e representative of India proposed (E/AC .43/1.8) that the words "child 

or young person" and "children or young persons" l::e replaced by the word 

"minor" and "minors" respectively. Tl:e representative of the USSR supported the 

Indian amend~rent as r..e considered that, from a legal point of view, its 

phraE:ing was more precise. Tl':.e proposal was ho-."ever Hithdraun after discussion 

in tl':.e 12th meeting. Subseq~ently, at tl:e san:e meeting, the Committee 

unanimously agreed, at the suggestion of the representative of France, to use the 

term "child or young person under the age of eighteen years" wl::erever appropriate 

in the paragraph. 
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82. Tl:e second United Kingdom an:endtrent, deleting the phrase l::eginninG "except 

that this article" w.s adopted unanin:ously by the Committee at the 12th n:eeting. 

83. Tr.e first United Kingdom an:endrrent, to :~ '..:.l stitute the ~·.:-_ :·:::. .t e "ut.cE;.:::- coLd:!.tilrJJ 

,.,llich perz:rl. t that J:ers ..; r_ "':.':1 explJi t a child or y·.)'.Jilg p€:rs on c1· tis or :c:.!' labour11
, 

was considered at the 12th and 13th neetings. The representative of tl:e United 

Kingdom explained that it ain:ed at leaving the door open for the employrrent of 

child actors and musicians with the proper safeguards ~or their v:elfare and 

education. How-ever, t:he representative of tl:e USSR and others ,.-ere opposed to the 

an:endnent on t he ground that it would sanction in effect the exploitation of tl:e 

labour of children. 

84. The representative of the United Kingdom agreed to delete from his arendn:ent 

the phrase "in a manner detrin:ental to his or her welfare". In doing so he 

recorded his interpretation that the article did not prohibit the employnent 

of children when such employment was not detrin:ental to the child's welfare. 

85. The representative of Australia suggested that the paragraph, as it stood, 

might possibly l::e interpreted as prohibiting corrective or J:enal treatment of 

young persons in State institutions. It vras unanimously agreed that t:r..e paragraph 

could not properly l::e interpreted in that light. 

86. Paragraph (d), as amended, was adopted unani~ously by the Committee at the 

13th n:eeting. 

6. Adoption of tl:e article as a whole 

87. Article 1, as an:ended, was adopted by the Committee at tl:e 13th n:eeting 

by 9 votes in favour and none against, with 1 abstention, as follows 

(E/AC.43/L.30/Add.l): 

"Article 1 

"Each of tl:e Contracting Parties to the present Convention 
shall take all practicable and necessary legislative and other measures 
to bring about progressively and as soon as possible the complete 
abolition or abandonment of the following institutions and practices, 
vll:ere t:r.ey still exist and whether or not they are covered by tl:e 
definition of slavery contained in Article l of the Slavery Convention 
of 25 Septemcer 1926. 
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a third person under his control as a security for a debt, 'tl:ere 
tee value reasonably assessed of those services rendered is not 
applied tm,•ards tl:e liquidation of tee debt or the length and 
nature of those services are not respectively limited and defined. 

"(b) serfdom, i.e.,· t:t:e tenure of land veereby tt.e tenant 
is by lav, custom or agreeJient bound to live and labour on land 
telonging to anotr~r person and render some determinate service 
to his landlord wl:.et:r.er for re,.,.ard or not and is not free to change 
hin status. 

"(c) Any institution or practice wl".ereby: 

11 
( i) A wcrr.nn, without tte riE;r.t to refuse, is 

promised or given in narriage on payment of a consideration 
in money or in kind to her parents, guardian, family or to 
any otter person or group. 

" ( ii) Tr.e husband of a won:an, his family or his 
clan has the rieht to transfer r.er to another person 
for value received or otheruise; or 

11 (iii) The \·roman on the death of l".er husband is 
liable to te inl:erited by another person. 

"(d) Any institution or practice wl:.ereby a child or young 
person under t:t:e age of 18 years is delivered by either or both 
his natural parents or his guardian to another person, whetl:.er 
for re\mrd or not, for the purpose of exploiting the child or 
young persol1, or his or :t:er labour." 

88. At tt.e 2oth n;eeting tl:e Committee decided to change the words "Contracting 

Parties" to "States Parties" in the introductory paragraph of the article. Tr.e 

text of the article, as thus modified, appears in Annex I as Article 1. 

Article 2 

(Formerly Article 5) 

89. Article 5 of tl:e draft convention (E/2540/Add.4) was as follm1s: 

"With a view to bringing to an end tte institutions and practices 
n;entioned in Article 1 (c) of this Convention, tt.e Contracting Parties 
undertake to prescrite wr.ere appropriate a minimum age of com:ent in 



Ej28Q4 
English 
Pace 26 

rr.arriage and to encourage the use of facilities wl:ereby tl::e consent 
of both parties to a rr.arriage rr.ay be freely expressed in tl::e presence 
of a recognized marriage officer 1-rho shall register such n:arriage , 11 

90, ComKents on the article had been submitted by tr~ Governrrents of India, 

tr~ Republic of Korea, and Syria; by The Anti-Slavery Society, tre St. Joan 1 s 

International Social and Political Alliance, the International Union for Child 

Helfare, the International Bureau for the Suppression of Traffic in Persons; 

and by the Secretary-General (E/AC,43/L.l, paras, 75-81 and E/AC,43/L.1/Add,l), 

91. Tl::e Committee examined tl::e article at the 4th, 7th, 13th, 14th, 16th, 

19th and 2oth n:eetings. 

92. At the 7th rreeting tl::e representative of the United Kingdom proposed 

(E/AC,43/L.11) that the text of the article be revised to read: 

11The Contracting Parties undertake to prescribe, where appropriate, 
suitable minimum ages of marriage and, with a view to bringing to an 
end the institutions and practices rr.entioned in Article 1 (c) of this 
Convention, to encourage the use of facilities whereby the consent of 
both parties to a Jtarriage n:ay be freely expressed in the presence of 
a t:erson legally entitled to celebrate marr1ages. 11 

93, In presenting the revised text, the representative of the United Kingdom 

explained that he bad taken into account the co~nts which had been submitted 
I 

on tl:e article, including tl::e su~gestion made by the Secretary-General 

(E/AC .43/L.l, paragraph 78) that tr.e words 11 recognized n:arriage officer" be 

replaced by 11 person legally entitled to celebrate marriages11
, 

94. Tl::e representative of Egypt 'Proposed that tl::e revised United Kingdom text 

l::e an:ended by deleting tl::e end of the article from tl::e word "n:arriage'1 om1ards, 

and substituting tte following: "shall te freely expressed and shall 'te 

registered by a 1=erson legally entitled to register marriages11
• Such a provisioD, 

r.e explained, would assure that Moslems residing in countries where slavery still 

existed could not n:arry except with tt.e1r freely expressed consent, but would not 

make tbe validity of the ~arriage dependent upon the expression of consent in 

tte presence of a third party, Tl::e representative of India found it difficult 

to accept the Egypticn amendment as it favoured compulsory registration of 

narriages. Tte representative of Egypt ho~ever withdrew the an:endrrent at tr£ 

14th rreeting in favour of a new an:endn:ent submitted jointly by the representatives 
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of EBypt, France, India, and tl:e United Kinadom (E/Ac.l~3/L.35), llhich, in a 

revised form, in \-rhich only tl:e seqt.:ence of tl:e phrases was changed 

(E/AC.43/L.35/Rev.l) uas examir.ed d tl:e 16th n:eeting 1 c:.nd adopted unanin:ously1 

as follmm: 

"Hith a view to bringing to an end tl:e institutions and 
practices rr.entioned in Article 1 (c) of this Convention, tl:e 
Contrcctina Fc.rties undertake to prescrfte 1 l!l:ere o.ppropr.iate, 
suitable minirnun ages of rr.arriage, to encourage tl:e use of 
fc.cilities ul:ereby the consent of both parties to a n:ar:dage 
rray te freely expressed in tl:e presence of a comretent civil 
or religious authority, and to encourage tl:e registr?tion 
of nnrrinr;es." 

95. At tl:e 19th rr.eeting the Cottrnittee decided that t!:e article would appear in 

tl:e draft supplerr.entary convention ns Article 2. 

96. At tl:e 2Cth ,rr.eeting tl:e Committee decided to change tl:e Hords "ContrnctinG 

Parties" to "States Parties". Tl:e text of tl:e article 1 os thus u:odified 1 

appears in Annex I as Article 2. 

Article 1 

(Formerly Article 2) 

97. Article 2 of tl:e draft convention (E/2540/Add.4) uas as follows: 

"(n) Tl:e act of conveying slaves on the high seas or slave
raiding shall ce deeu:ed to ce an act of piracy, and subject to 
appropriate penalties. 

"(b) Public vessels under tl:e control of parties to this Convention 
shall have tl:e same rights in relation to vessels or persons engaged 
in such act as tl:ey P~ve in relation to vessels and persons enGaged 
in acts of piracy. " 

"(~) All slaves so captured shall ce set at licerty." 

98. Corm:ents on tr.e article had been submitted by The Anti-Slavery Society 

and by the Secretary-Ger.ersl (E/AC .43/L.l, paras. 62-67). 

99. The Committee examir.ed the article at tl:e 5th, 7th, 13th, 14th, 15th, 16th, 

18th, 19th and 2Cth rr.eetings. 
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100. At tt~ 5th neeting t~~ representative of tte United Kingdom submitted a 

revised text of the article (E/AC.43/L.6), as foliowR: 

11 (a) The act 'of conveying or l::eing concerned in the conveyance 
of slaves, or persons intended to be dealt with as slaves, on the 
high seas shall be a criminal offence under the laus of the Parties 
to this Convention, and ~ersons convicted thereof shall te liable 
to l::e punished as for piracy. 

"(b) l·/hile in the rr.aritin:e zones indicated in international 
treaties for tte abolition of the slave trade as teing suspect, 
warships or military aircraft under the control of Parties to this 
Convention shall have the same rights of visit in relation to 
vessels suspected on reasonable grounds of ceing engaged in such 
acts as they have in relation to vessels so suspected of l:eing 
engaged in acts of piracy. 1 

"(c) Vessels and slaves captured in accordance with this Article 
shall be brought before a competent Court for adjudication. Persons 
in charge of such vessels and other persons thereon who are sus~ected 
of having committed an offence specified in paragraph (a) of this 
Article shall, unless d~alt with by the authorities of the capturing 
State, ce r~nded over to the authorities of their cwn State or of any 
oth~r State whose Courts have jurisdiction to punish them for that 
offence. The slaves shal.l in all cases be set at liberty." 

101. In submitting the revised text, the representative of the United Kingdom 

explained that te had taken into account tte ~any c~nstructive co~ents and 

observations lthich had l:een 1rade on the original text, and had borne in mind 

the draft articles on the regime of the high seas which had teen prepared by 

tte International Lau Commission. F.e had also considered the desirability of 

minimizing the need for new don:estic legislation by the contracting parties. 

102. The representative of the United Kingdom indicated that paragraph (a) 

differed from its predecessor in three respects. The offences "-ere n:ore fullY 

defined, tr~re was no longer any reference to slave-raiding, and the provision 

assimilating the transport of slaves to piracy had teen omitted. Tte new 

version of paragraph (b) folloHed the reconm:endations of the International Law 

Commission in limiting the right to take action to uarships and military 

aircraft, and accepted The Anti-Slavery Society's suggestion that the right of 

search should te limited to a defined area, such a limitation being consistent 
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uith Article 21 (1) (b) of tl:e Interno.tional Law Cornmi.ssion's draft. Tte neu 

version of paragraph (c) in~luded o. provision that slaven should be brought 

tefore a court for adjudication firstly'in order that a co~etent authority 

might establish that they ~ere really slaves and not persons in la,~ul custody, 

and secondly in order that the right of ownership ~ver slaves could te terminated 

in a legal n:anner in order to ensure that it uould not te reasserted. 
I 

103. The representative of the Netherlands suggested that, since the lrord 
11 slave 11 is not used in tl:e 1926 Slavery Convention, a definition of the term 

should be incorporated in the revised text of the article. 

104. Tl".e representative of India mde tuo suggestions: (1) that the \lOrds 
11 'teing concerned vith", in paragraph (a), te replaced by ''tein{; accessory to", 

and (2) that, although the reference to slave-raiding had teen deleted, a special 

provision authorizing action against those taking part in that practice should 

te inserted, as tl:e conveyance of slaves across land frontiers might be at least 

as frequent as on the high seas. A proposal giv:ir:g effect to tr.e latter 

suggestion (E/AC.43/L.l6) was submitted by the representative of India, but 

'l-Ia s vithdravn at the 18th n:eeting. 

105. Sor~e rrembers felt that the reference, in paragraph (b), to "n:aritin:e zones 

indicated in international treaties" 1 vas son:euhat vague and needed clarification , 

106. At the request of the Co~ittee, the representative of the Legal Office 

of the Secretariat advised the Committee, at the 7th meeting, on tt.e meaning 

of the expression "being concerned" in paragraph (a), as compared lrith tt.e 

expression "l:eing on accessory to"; on the effects in international lau of an 

acsimilation of acts of conveyance of slaves on tt~ high sees to acts of piracy; 

on the sco'{:e of tt.e ''right of visit" on tl:e high seas; on the implications of a 

reference to tte ttaritime zones referred to in tre Brussels Act of 1890, and on 

tte q~~ction of tt.e juridiction of courts as it would arise under the text 

proposed for pQragraph (c). 

107. At tt.e 14th meeting, tt.e ~resentative of the United Kingdom submitted a 

second revision of tte article (E/AC.43/L.6/Rev.l), drafted on tt.e basis of tt.e 

observations "hich had teen rr.ade in tl:e Committee 1 as follovs: 
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"(a) Tl:e act of conveying cr.being' concerned in the conveyance 
of slaves on the high seas shall be a criminal offence under the la~s 
of the Parties . to this Convention and persons convicted thereof shall 
be liable to severe penalties. 

"(b) llhile on the high seas in the l!arititte zones defined in 
Article XXI of the General Act for the Repressior. of African Slave 
Trade cigned at Brussels on the 2nd July 1890, ~arships or military 
~ircraft under the control of Farties to thic Convention shall have 
the same rights of visit, search and seizure in relation to ves~els 
of Parties to this Convention suspected on reasonable grounds of 
being engaged in t~e act of coLveying slaves a~ ttey have in relation 
to vessels so suspected of being engaged in octc of piracy. 

11 (c) (1) Any vessel seizeci in I:JCcordance ~ith this !\rticle 
shall be broughtin for adjudication by a ccmpetent court. 

(ii) Any persons suspected of being slaves ~ho are found 
on board any vessel searched in accordance ~ith this Article 
shall be brought before a competent court for adjudication. 
All persons adjudged to be slaves shall be set at liberty. 

(iii) Any persons found on board any vessel searched in 
accordance ~ith this Article ~ho are reasonably suspected of 
taving committed any of the offences specified in paragraph (a) 
of ttis Article shall, unless dealt ~ith by the authorities of 
the capturing State be bonded over to the authorities of their 
ovm Stlite or of ony other Sti::lte 'Wboce courts have jurisdiction 
to punish them for that offence. 

"(d) In this Article 'slave' n:eor.s any person over whcm any or 
all pm1ers attaching to the right of ownership are exercised and 
includes any person intended to b~ dealt ~ith as a slave." 

1C8. At the 15th meeting, the representative of Yugoslavia questioned the 

Iropriety of the reference, in paragraph (b), to Article XXI of the General 
' Act of Brussels of 1890, and pointed out that since 1890 ne~ independent States 

bad been established in the areas mentioned therein. He asked the 

representative of the United Kingdom to reconsider that part of the text. 

109. At the 16th meeting there ~as general agreement that the problems raised 

by the article called for further careful study. On the suggestion of the 

Chairttan a drafting committee, compcsed of the representative of Yugoslavia as 

chairn:an and the representatives of France, India, the USSR and the 

United Kingdom, ~as appointed to prepare a draft of the erticle fer consideraticn 

by the full Committee. 
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110. Tte drafting committee held two ~eetings. In its report to tte Corr~ittee 

(E/AC .43/L.37) it submitted a tentative draft of the article in uhich uords and 

phrases on \Thich there was no agreen:ent in t!:e drafting committee 1 ond \lhich 

J.o.ad teen supported only by son:e n:emters, r.-ere put in square brackets. An 

alternative text for paragraph (a) of the article, proposed by the repreeentotive 

of India, uas also reproduced in square bracl\ets. Tl:e text thus submitted to 

tl:e Con:mittee at the 18th rreeting 'IoTas as follovs: 

"Parngra-ph a 

"(n) The act of conveying or of attempting to convey slaves on 
the high seas or teing accessory thereto, sh~ll l::e a criminal offence 
under the laws of tl:e Parties to this Convention and persons convicted 
tl:ereof shall te liable to ~enalties as severe as those cenerally 
applied to acts of piracy. 

"Alternative text -pronoGed by India 

~(a) The act of conveying or of attempting to convey slaves 
or being accessory thereto shall be a criminal offence under the 
laus of the Parties to this Convention and shall te n:ade subject 
to appropriate penalties. 

"Persons convicted of such acts on the high seas shall l::e 
liable to ~enalties as severe as those ger.erally applied to nets 
of piracy.? 

"Paragraph b 

"(b) Hhile on the high seas /J.n tt:.e rmritiu:e zor.es defined in 
Article XXI of the General Act for tl:e Repression of African Slave 
Trade signed at Brussels 'on tl':.e 2nd July, 189p], \:arships or military 
aircraft under the control of Parties to this Convention srzll have 
the son:e right of visit, search and seizure in relation to "vessels 
of Parties to this Convention Lor stateless vesselE7 suspected on 
reasonable grounds of teing engaged in tbe act of conveying slaves 
as t!:cy have in relation to vessels so sus~ected of teing engaged 
in acts of piracy. 

"Paragraph c 

"(c) (i) Any vessel· [and any ~erson suspected of teing a slave "Who 
is found on board a vessel? seized in accordance with this 
article shall te brought In for adjudication by a court of the 
State which has made tte seizure. 
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"Hcwever this State ::~:.oy reqllest any other State purty 
to the /this7 Convention /or to the Slavery Convention of 
192§1 to refer the case to one of its courts if, in its 
view, practical or other reasons make this advisable. 

"(ii) Any slave who is found on board a vessel shall be 
immediately set at liberty. 

11 (iii) Any person found o:n ' , , ·r'. any vessel searched in 
accordance with this article who is reasonably suspected of 
having ccrrmi tte•l any of the offences specified in 
paragraph (a) of this article sh~ll be banded over to the 
authorities of the State of which he is a national or, if 
P!actical or other reasons make this advisable, he may 
L.subject_to the consent of the State of which he is a 
national/ be dealt with by the authorities of the capturing 
State. -

11 ParagraJ:h d 

/rr(d) In this article 'slave' means any person over whom 
any or all powers attaching to the rieqt of ownership are 
exercised and includes any person intended to be dealt with 
as a slave.'J" 

111. The Cc~ittee, at the 18th meeting, voted first upon the alternative text 

for paragraph (a) proposed by the representative of India. The representative 

of India explair.ed that the adoption of his text would eliminate the necessity 

of having the additional Article 2-A ~bich he had proposed (E/AC.43/L.l6). He 

indicated that the scope of the text was broader than that of the provisions of 

Articles 2 and 6 of the 1926 Slavery Convention. 

112. The representative of the USSR and others supporting the Indian proposal 

~ffiPhasized that it was necessary and appropriate for the convention to penalize 

not only the conveying of slaves on the high seas but the conveying of slaves 

anj~here, and in particular across international land frontiers. Those opposed 

to the proposal pointed out that the Slavery Convention of 1926, in Articles l, 

2, and 6, had cbligated contracting parties to make adequate provision for tee 

punisr~ent of such acts. 

113. The Indian proposal ~as not adopted, receiving 5 votes in favour and 

5 against. 

114. The text of paragraph (a), as submitted by the drafting ccmmittee, was 

adopted unanimously. 
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115. The Ccrrmittee examined paragraph (b), as submitted by the drafting 

cc~ittee. The representative of the United Kingdom proposed that tt.e pert 

of the text in sque.re brackets which read 11 in the maritin:e zones defined in 

Article XXI of the General Act for the Repression of Africen Slave Trade 

signed at Brussels on the 2nd July, 1890, 11 should be replaced by the 

follm1ing words "in the area of the Indian Oceo.n, including the Red Sea and 

the Persien. Gulf, bounded by the twenty-sixth degree south latitude and the 

sixty-secor.d degree east longitude." 

116. In presenting this an:endment, the representative of the United Kingdom 

explained that the intention of his delegation was to ~eet the objections 

expressed by different members of the Ccmmittee to the previous draft because 

that draft made reference to the Brussels Act of 1890, which contained cbsolete 

ceographical and political terms. The representative of the United Kingdcm 

and those supporting his amendment emphasized, however, that tte new version 

did not differ greatly in substance frcm the previous one. The proposed new 

zone included ·the whole zone specified in the Brussels Act, but for purposes of 

simplicity the new zone was described with reference to one line of latitude 

and one line of longitude which enclosed so~e additional areas of ocean. 

117. Those who opposed the amendment, among thee the representatives of Egypt 

and Yugoslavia, described it as restrictive and as weakening the convention. 

They pointed out that the principle of geographical limitation bad not been 
.. 

embcdied in the initial draft convention, and they were opposed to t~e singling 

out of one particular region for special regulation. They questioned, therefore, 

the advisability of voting on such a proposal, which bad been made orally, 

vithout consultation of maps and without having an opportunity to study it more 

carefully and to ask for further instructions from t~eir respective Governctnts. 

The representative of the USSR, maintaining the stand which r.e had taken 

concerning the elimination frcm the ccnvention of the provision relating to 

zones, observed that the new proposal by the representative of the United 

Kingdcm had been made at the very last mc~ent of the Committee's work. The 

representative of Egypt, with the support of the representative of the USSR, 

suggested that no vote should be taken and · that the matter sbculd be referred 

to the Economic and Social Council. Hcwever, there was no formal proposal to 

this effect and no reuqest for a postponereent of the vote. 
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118. The amendment proposed by the representative of the United Kingdcm Has 

adopted by 6 votes in favour and 4 asainst. 

119. Tl:e meaning of the words 11 or stateless vessels, 11 which appeared in square 
I 

bracl';:ets, vas questioned by scme members of the Ccmmi ttee, who did not 

understand how a vessel could be 11 stateless". After hearing a statereent by the 

representative of the Legal Office of the Secretariat, members of the Ccr.mittee 

ae;reed that the term, "or stateless vessels" vas unnecessary. With the ccnsent 

of the Ccmmittee the phrase vas withdrawn by the representative of tl:e 

United Kingdom. 

120. Paragraph (b), as amended, was adopted by the Ccmmittee by 7 votes in 

favour and 1 against, with 2 abstentions. 

121. Paragraph (c), as submitted by the drafting committee, was divided into 

three sub-paragraphs, numbered (i) 1 (i1) 1 and (iii) respectively. 

122. The Ccmmittee first considered the words which appeared in square brackets 

in sub-paragraph (i) of paragraph (c): "and any person suspected of being a 

slave who is found on board a vessel." 

123. Those who supported retention of these words explained that they were 

necessary for several reasons: firstly it was necessary to ascertain the truth 

of the fact that the individual in question vas a slave and to distinguish 

between individuals who were held because they were slaves and those who were 

held in lawful custody, and secondly it was in tee interest of the slave to 

have the fact that he ceased to be a slave authoritatively decreed by a court 

of law. The representative of the USSR and others who opposed retention o~ the 

words stressed the necessity of setting slaves free with the least possible 

delay; they opposed subjecting such persons to necessarily time-consuming court 

procedures. 

124. At the suggestion of the representative of Yugoslavia, the representative 

of the United Kingdcm proposed orally that the words "with the least possible 

delay" be inserted after the words "for adjudication". 

125. The words which appeared in square brackets in the drafting commiteee's 
, 1" text "and any person suspected of 'being a slave who is found on beard a vesse 

were not adopted, receiving 4 votes in favour and 5 against, with 1 abstention. 

The representative of the United Kingdcm therefore withdrew his proposal that 

the words 11 with the least possible delay" be inserted. 
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i26. Tte words in square brackets which appeared in the second part of sub

paragraph (c)(i), "or to the Slavery Convention of 1926", were supported by 

sc~e ~errbers of the Committee on the ground that, since particularly in the 

beginning the number of parties to the supplementary convention might not be 

teo great, the co-operation of the parties to the Slavery _Conventicn of 1926 
might ~e necessary in the imple~entation of Article 2. Otter ~ecbers of the 

Ccr.nittee were opposed to retention of these words because in their view 

States which did not share in tr.e ctligaticns of the supple~entary convention 

should not exercise any of the rights that derived fro~ that convention. 

127. The Cc~ittee decided to retain the words "or to the Slavery Convention 

of 1926" by 6 votes in favour and 3 against, with 1 abstention. 

128. Paragraph (c}(i) was adopted by 9 votes in favour and none against, ''ith 

1 abstention. 

129. Paragraph (c)(ii) was adopted unanimously. 

130. The representative of the Netherlands proposed that paragraph (c)(iii) be 

en:ended by the additicn, at the end of the paragraph, of tht; words 11 or by the 

authorities of any other Gtate Party to this Convention or to the Slavery 

Convention of 1926". The representative of Yugoslavia proposed, as a sub

an:endn:ent, that the phrase "subject to the consent of the State of which l:e 

is a national" should be inserted between tl:e word "or" and the words "by the 

authorities". 

131. The sub-amendment proposed by the representative of Yugoslavia was adopted 

by 6 votes in favour and 4 against. The amendment submitted by the 

representative of the Netherlands, as amended, was adopted ty 6 votes in favout , 
and 1 against, with 2 abstentions. 

132. The Ccrrmittee considered the phrase "subject to the ccnsent of the State 

of which he is a national", proposed by the representative of the USSR, llhich 

a~peared in square brackets in paragraph (c)(iii) of the text prepared by tr.e 

drafting ccmmittee. Scme members supported retention of the pcrase, stressing 

that it was necessary if the terms of the convention were to be in accordance 

with the principle of the sovereignty of States. Others opposed retention of 

the phrase on grounds that it might raise practical difficulties and that its 

effect might be to allow criminals to escape justice altogether. 
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133. 'Iht Ccruni ttee decided not to ~eta in the words "subject to the consent 

of the State oi' which he is a national", 2 votee being cast in favour of their 

retention and 5 against, with 3 abstentions. 

134. Paragraph (c) (iii), as amended, was adopted by 7 votes in favour and 

none against, with 3 abstentions.-

135. Some members of the Coffimittee favoured retention of paragraph (d), 

which appeared in s~uare brackets in the text prepared by the drafting 

committee. They felt that it was appropriate to insert a definition of the 

term "slave" in the convention, and pointed out that the proponed definition 

was based upon the definition of "slavery" in the Slavery Convention of 1926 

although it was somewhat broader because it included "any person intended 

to be dealt with as a slave". 'The representative of the USSR and some other 

members opposed retention of the paragraph on the ground that the supplementary 

convention should not duplicate the provisions of the Slavery Convention of 1926. 
They further pointed out that the term "any person intended to be dealt with as 

a elave" was not sufficiently precise for inclusion in an international convention. 

13p. ~e Co~ittee adopted paragraph (d) as submitted by the drafting 

ccmmittee by 5 votes in favour and 4 against, with 1 abstention. 
I 137. The article, as amended, was adopted as a whole by 8 votes in favour and 

none against, with 2 abstentions, as follows: 

"(a) '!he act of conveying or of attempting to convey slaves 
on the high ·seas or being accessory thereto, shall be a criminal 
offence under the laws of the Parties to this Convention and 
persons convicted thereof shall be liable to penalties as severe 
as those generally applied to acts of piracy. 

"(b) While on the high seas in the area of the Indian Ocean, 
including the Red Sea and the Persian Gulf, bounded by the twenty
sixth degree south latitude and the sixty-second degree east 
longi tudt, warships or militAry aircr11 ft Ul1<ler the cont.rol of 
Parti~s to this Convention Htall tnve the scme right of visit, 
search and seizure in relaticn to Vessels of ParUes to this 
Convention suspected on reasonable grounds of being ~ngaged in 
the act of conveying slavea as they have in relation to vessels 
so suspected of being engaged in acts of piracy. 
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"(c) (i) Any vessel seized in accordance with this article 
shall be brought in for adjudication by a court 
of the State which has made the seizure. 

"Hcv.,:vP.r thiE State may request any other State 
party to this Convention or to the Slavery 
Convention of 1926 to refer the case to one of its 
courts if in its view practical or other reasons , . , 
make this advisable. 

" ( 1i) Any slave who is found on board a vessel shall 
be inmediately set at liberty. 

"(iii) Any person found on board any vessel searched 
in accordance with this article who is reasonably 
suspected of having committed any of the offences 
npecified in paragraph (a) of this article shall 
be handed over to the authorities of the State 
of which he is a national or, if practical or 
other reasons ~ake this advisable, he may be dealt 
with by the authorities of the c,apturing State or; 
subject to the consent of the State of which he 
is a national, by the authorities of any other 
State party to this Convention or to the Slavery 
Convention of 1926. 

••( o; In this article 'slave' means any person over whcm any or all 
powers attaching to the right of ownership are exercised and includes 
any person intended to be dealt with as a slave." 

138. At the 19th meeting the Conmittee decided that the article would appear 

in the draft 'supplementary convention as Article 3. 
139. At the 20th meeting the Ccnndttee decided to make certain drafting 

cher.ges in the article. At the suggestion of the representative of the 

United Kingdom the phrases "on the south" and "on the east" were added in 

paragraph (b), so that it vould,read: " •••• bounded on the south by the 

twenty-sixth degree nouth latitude and on the east by the sixty-second degree 

east longitude •••• " The Committee accepted suggestions by the Secretary

General (E/AC.43/L.41, paragraphs 8 and 9) to insert the words "for trial" 

between "handed over" and "to the authorities of the State of which he is a 

national" and to substitute the phrase "he may be brought to trial by the , 
authorities of the capturing State" for the phrase "he may be dealt With 

by the authorities of the capturing State". · Tbe Committee also decided to 
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use the term "States Parties" in paragraph (a) instead of "Parties", and to 

combine into one paragraph the two sub-paragraphs in paragraph (c) (i). 

'!he text of the article as thus n:odified appears in Annex I as Article 3. 

Article 4 

(Formerly Article 3) 

140. Article 3 of the draft convention (E/2540/Add.4) was as follows: 

"In a country where the abolition of servile status is not 
yet complete, any person who mutilates, brandz or otherwise 
marks another person to indicate~that status, and any perzon 
accessory to such an act, shall be guilty of a criminal offence 
and liable to punishment. 11 

141. comments on the article had been submitted by the Government of Monaco, 

the Anti-Slavery Society, and the Secretary-General (E/AC.43/L.l, paragraphs 

69-71). 

142. !be Co~ittee discussed the article at the 4th 12th 13th 14th 19th , , ' ' 
and 20th meetings. 

143. ~endments to the article were submitted by the representatives of 

the United Kingdcm and of France. 

144. The representative of the United Kingdom proposed (E/AC.43/L.20) that 

the words nor to punish a person having that status" be inserted after the 

words "to indicate that status". The amenqment was in line with the view of 

the Anti-Slavery Society that mutilation inflicted upon a person in servile 

status as a punishment is not ~ess objectionable than mutilation perpetrated 

in order to indicate that personrs servile status. 

145. The representative of France proposed that the article be reworded 

along the lines suggested by the Secretary-General (E/AC.43/L.l, paragraph 71), 

by replacing the words "servile status" by the words "slavery or any of the 

institutions and practices mentioned in Article 1 of the Convention". 

146. The amendment proposed by the representative of the United Kingdom was 

adopted unanimously at the 12th meeting. The amendment propo~ed by the 

representative of France was adopted at the same meeting by 4 votes in favour 

and 1 against, vi~h 5 abstentions. 
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147. The representative of the United Kingdcm drew attention to the fact 

~at the wording of the article, as amended, did not cover the practice of 

castration. He therefore introduced a revised text (E/AC.43/L.31) incorporating 

(a) the amendments which had been adopted, and (b) a new phrase reading "or for 

any other reason", to cover the practice in question. Subsequently he further 

revised the text (E/AC.43/L.31/Rev.l) by adding a second paragraph defining the 

term "person of servile status". 

148. The revised text of the article was adopted unanimously by the Committee 

at the 14th meeting, as follows: 

"(a) In a country where the abolition of slavery or of the 
institutions or practices mentioned in Article 1 of this Convention 
is not yet complete, any person who mutilates, brands or otherwise 
marks another person of servile status in order to indicate that status 
or as a punis~ent or for any other reason, or any person accessory to 
such an act, shall be guilty of a criminal offence and liable to 
punishment. 

"(b) In this article •person of servile status• means any 
slave or any person who bas a servile status resulting frcm any 
of the institutions or practices mentioned in Article 1 of the 
Convention." 

149. At the 19th meeting the Committee decided that the article would appear 

in the draft supplementary convention as Article 4. 

150. At the 20t~ meeting the Committee accepted a suggestion by the Secretary

General (E/AC.43/L.41, paragraphs 3 and 4) that the article should be drafted 

on lines as closely similar as possible to Article 3 (see paragraph 137 of this 

report). 

follows: 

Accordingly paragraph (a) of the article was revised to read as 

"(a) In a country where the abolition or abandonment of 
slavery or of the institutions or practices mentioned in Article 1 
of this Convention is not yet complete, the act of mutilating, 
branding or otherwise marking another person of servile status in 
order to indicate that status, or as a punishment or for any other 
reason, or of being accessory thereto, shall be a criminal offence 
under the laws of the States Parties to this Convention and persons 
convicted thereof shall be liable to punishment." 

The text of the article, as thus modified, appears in Annex I as Article 4. 
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Article 5 

(Formerly Article 4) 

151. Article 4 of the draft convention (E/2540/Add.4) vas ac follcvs: 

"Any person shall be guilty of a criminal offence and liable 
to punishment who attemptz, or is an accessory to an attempt, or 
takes part in a conspiracy, to enslave another person or to induce 
another person to give himself or a person dependent upon him, 

' " into slavery or any other form of servitude • . . 
152. A ccmment on the article had been submitted by the Government of Y.onaco 

(E/AC.43/L.l, paragraph 73). 
153. The Committee examined the article at the 12th, 19th and 20th meetings. 

No amendments were proposed and the text of the article did not give rise to 

discussion. 

154. The article was adopted unanimously by the Committee at the 12th meeting. 

155. At the }9th meeting the Committee decided that the article would appear 

in the draft supplementary convention as Article 5. 
156. At the 20th meeting the Committee accepted a suggestion by the Secretary

General (E/AC.43/L.41, paragraphs 3 and 5) that the article should be drafted on 

lines as closely similar as possible to Article 2 (see paragraph 137 of this 

report). Accordingly the article was revised to read as follows: 

"'The act of enslaving another person or of inducing another 
person to give himself or a person dependent upon such other 
person into slavery or any other form of servitude or of , 
attempting these acts, or being accessory thereto, or being 
a party to a conspiracy to accomplish any such acts shall be 
a criminal offence under the laws of the States Parties to 
this Convention and persons convicted thereof sball be liable 
to punishment." 

~be text of the article, as thus modified, appears in Annex I as Article 5. 
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157. Article 6 of the draft conventiOll (E/2540/Add.4) was as follows: 

"'Ibe Contracting Parties undertake to co-operate with each 
other to give effect to the foregoing provisions and to ccmmunicate 
to each other through the Secretary-General of the United Nationc 
copies of any laws and regulations enacted to implement the 
provisions of this Convention." 

158. In commenting on the article (E/AC.43/L.l, paragraph 83) the Secretary

General had drawn attention to the fact that unlike Article 7 of the 1926 Slavery , 
Convention, it provided for exchange of information by the contracting parties 

inter se only. ~oreover, as in Article 7 of the 1926 Convention, the information 

to be ccmmunicated was restricted to laws and regulations. The questicn was 

raised whether such information should not also be transmitted periodically to 

the Econcmic and Social Council. The question was also raised whether the 

information to be transmitted should not cover, in addition to the de jure 

situation, the de facto situation resulting from the "practicable and necessary 

measures, including legislation where appropriate", taken in accordance with 

Article l of the convention. 

159. The Ccmmittee examined the article at the 4th, 13th, 15th and 2oth meetings. 

160. The representative of India suggested that the ocope of the article should 

be widened in order to provide for the communication of administrative decisions 

as well as laws and regulations, and introduced a revised text of Article 6 

(E/AC.43/L.l2) at the 13th n:eeting. This text proposed that contracting parties 

should "communicate to each other through the Secretary-General of the 

United Nations, as well as to the Economic and Social Council, copies of any 

laws, regulations and administrative measures enacted or put into effect to 

implement the provisions of this Convention ... 

161. The representative of Egypt, in supporting the Indian amendment, recalled 

that all United Nations conventions dealing with human rights provided for some 

form of implementation. He suggested that the Co~ttee might well follow 

those P,!ecedents and insert in the convention a provision that contracting parties 

should transmit to the ·Council copies of any laws, regulations, and administrative 

measures enacted or put into effect to implement the convention. He further 
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suggested that the Ccmmittee might prefer to recommend that the contracting 

parties should also transmit to the Council information on the current situaticn, 

in countries and territories under their jurisdiction, as regards slavery and 

similar practices. 
162. Other members of the Ccmmittee were agreed that the convention should be 

linked to the United Naticns. Some however felt that a difficulty would arise 

if contracting parties were obliged to submit information to the Eccncmic and 

Social Council. As all the members of the Council would not necessarily be 

contracting parties, the amendment might have the effect of compelling some of 

the parties to report to States which had assumed no obl~gations under the 

convention. 

163. In the light of the discussion, the representative of India submitted a 

further revision of the text of the article (E/AC.43/L.l2/Rev.l) to the Committee 

at the 15th meeting, as follows: 

"1. 'lhe Contracting Parties undertake to co-operate with each 
other to give effect to the foregoing provisions and to communicate 
to the Secretary-General of the United Nations copies of any laws, 
regulations, and administrative measures enacted or put into effect 
to implement the provisions of this Convention. 

"2. The Secretary-General shall communicate this information 
to the Contracting Parties and to the Eccnomic and Social Council." 

164. The representative of the United Kingdom proposed (E/AC.43/L.34) to add to 

the end of paragraph 2 the words "as part of the documentation for any general 

discussion on slavery or the institutions and practices which are the subject of 

this Convention". 

165. The representative of Ecuador suggested that the United Kingdcm amendment 

should be revised to read as follows: "as part of the documentation to enable 

the Council to adopt positive measures aimed at the abolition of the institutions 

and practices which are the subject of this convention." He explained that in 
.... 

his view the convention should contain a reference to the measures which the 
\ . 

Economic and Social Council would take upon receipt of the infor~tion. The 

information communicated to the Council should enable it to take concrete measures; 

it should not merely be examined as in the case of information transmitted ucder 

Article 73 of the Charter. 
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166. At the 15th meeting the representative of Yugoslavia suggested that the 

text might read: "az part of the docucentation for any discussion which the 

Council might undertake with a view to making further reco~endations for the 

abolition of slavery, the slave trade, or the institutions and practices which 

are the subject of this Convention," This formulation was supported by the 

representative of the USSR and accepted by the representative of the United 

Kingdom. 

167. The representative of Ecuador indicated that since the United Kingdcm 

representative had withdrawn his amendment, he would support the Yugoslav 

propcEal even though it was not entirely satisfactory to him, since it called 

for positive action by the Council on the information which would be communicated 

to the United Nations. 

168. The amendment proposed by the representative of Yugoslavia was adopted by 

9 votes to none, with l abstention. 

169. A suggestion by the representative of France, that paragraph 1 of the 

revised text be divided into two paragraphs, was accepted by the Co~ittee. 

170. The revised text 9f Article 6 was adopted unanimously by the Ccrnmittee at 

the 15th meeting, as follows: 

"1. The Contracting Parties undertake to co-operate with each 
other to give effect to the foregoing provisions. 

"2. The Contracting Parties undertake to communicate to the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations copies of any laws, regulations 
and administrative measures enacted or put into effect to implement 
the provisions of this Convention. 

"3. The Secretary-General shall communicate this inforrca.tion 
to the Contracting Parties and to the Econcmic and Social Council 
as part of the documentation for any discussion which the Council 
might undertake with a view to making further reccmmendations for 
the abolition of slavery, the slave trade or the institutions and 
practices which are the subject of this Convention." 

·171. At the 20th meeting the Committee accepted a proposal by the representative 

of the United Kingdcm that in paragraph 1 of the article the words "to this 

Convention" should be inserted after the words "the Contracting Parties". 'Ihe 

Ccmmittee also accepted a United Kingdom proposal that in ~aragraph ~ the words 

"to the Contracting Parties" should be replaced by the vords "to the other 
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Contracting Parties". The Ccmmittee subsequently decided to change t~e words 

"Contracting Parties 11 to "States Parties" where these words first occurred in 

the article, ar.d to use the word "Parties" elsewhere in the article. 

of the article, as thus modified, appears in Annex I as Article 6. 

Article 7 

172. Article 7 of the draft convention (E/2540/Add.4) was as follows: 

'lhe text 

"Any State may when signing this Convention or when depositing 
its instrument of ratification or accession, or when making a 
notification under Article 10, make a reservation in respect of any 
particular provision of the Convention to the extent that any law 
then in force in its territory or territories is not in conformity 
with the provisicns thereof. Reservations of a general character 
shall not be permitted. Any reservation made under this Article 
shall contain a. brief' statement of the law concernEd," 

17~. Comments on the article had been submitted by the Governments of Canada 

a~d Pakistan, the Anti-Slavery Society, and the Secretary-General (E/AC.43/L.l, 

paragraphs 85-88, and E/AC.43/L.1/Add.l). 

174. !te Cr.~~ittee txr.~i~ed tte trticle at the 18th tind 19th ~eetings. 

175. !he Chairman drew the Co~itteers attention to the first operative 

paragraph of resolution 598 (VI) of the General Assembly, by which the General 

Assembly had reccn::mended "that organs of the United Nations, specialized agencies, 

and States should, in the course of preparing multilateral conventions, consider 

the insertion therein of provisions relating to the admissibility or 

non-admissibility of reservations and to the effect to be attributed to them". 

176. Tbe representative of the USSR proposed (E/AC.43/L.l~) deletion of the 

article. However, at the 18th meeting, he agreed to the Chairman'S suggestion 

that the Ccmmittee should first vote on the article as a whole. 

177. At the 18th meeting the representative of France orally proposed 
' 

(1) deletion of the sentence, "Reservations of a general character shall not be 

pe~tted"; and (2) insertion of the words "and custom" after the words "to 

the extent that any law" in the first sentence and also after the words 

"statement of -the law" in the final sentence. 
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178. 'Ihe opinion of members of the Corunittee was divided on the question 

whether an article dealing with reservations should be ineluded 11..1 tL~: "'vLLvc&.l.lut~. 

'Ihere was also a difference of OEinion as to whether reservations to the 

convention should be permitted and, if so, to what extent. Scme members felt 

that it was not necessary to include an article dealing with reservations. On 

the other hand, those who believed that such an article was necessary were not 

agreed ou its text. Cne view was teat the article should state that no 

reservations should be permitted. Another view was that reservations should be 

permitted in respect of certain articles. 

179. 'Ihe representative of the Legal Office of the Secretariat drew the 

Ccrurnitteers attention to the desirability of clarifying ~bat the Secretary-General 

would be expected to do, if no article on reservations were included in the 

convention and if States were subsequently to ratifY Or accede to the convention 

subject to reservations. The representative of the USSR pointed out that under 

paragraph (b) of the third operative paragraph of General Assembly resolution 

598 (VI), the Secretary-General had been ~equested "to continue to act as 

depositary in connexion with the deposit of documents containing reservations 

or objections, without passing upon the legal effect of such doc~ents". 

180. 'Ihe article and amendments thereto were put to the vote at the -18th 
' ' meeting with the understanding that if no text were adopted, members of the 

Ccmmittee might subsequently oubmit new proposals. 

181. 'Ihe first amendment proposed by the representative of France, to delete 

the sentence, "Reservations of a general character shall not be permitted", was 

adopted by 3 votes in favour and none against, with 6 abstentions. The second 

French amer.dment, to add the words "and custom" in two places in the article, 

was rejected by 2 votes in favour and 3 against, with 5 abstentions. 

182. 'Ibe article, as amended, was rejected by 2 votes in favour and 4 against, 

with 4 abstentions. 

183. New texts for th~ article were propcsed by the representatives of France 

and Yugoslavia at the 18th meeting. 
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184. ~he text proposed by the representative of France ·(E/AC.43/L.39) was as 

follcws: 

"States signing and ratifying the Convention, or acceding to it, 
may not make any reservations whatsoever." 

185. ~be text proposed by the representative of Yugoslavia (E/AC.43/L.40) 

was as follc.ws: 

"1. At the time of signature, ratification or accession, any 
State may make reservations to articles of the Convention other 
than Articles -----

"2. Any State making a reservation in accordance with paragraph 1 
of this Article may at any time witbdraw the reservation by a 
communication to that effe'ct addressed to the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations." 

186. At the 19th meeting the Ccmmittee examined the text proposed by the 

representative of Yugoslavia, together with a revised text (E/AC.43/L.39/Rev.2) 

proposed by the representative of France. ~he text of the representative of 

France read as follcws: 

"No reservations may be made to this Convention." 

187. ~he text proposed by the representative of France was adopted by 6 votes 

in favour and 3 against, with 1 abstention. ~e text of the article, as thus 

modified, appears in Annex I as Article 7. 

188. In view of the adoption of this text, it was not necessary for the 

Committee to vote on'the proposal of the representative of Yugoslavia. 

Article 8 

189. Article 8 of the draft convention (E/2540/ Add.4) was as follm-1s: 

"(1) Any q_uestion of dispute concerning the interpretation 
or application of this Convention which arises between Contracting 
States both or all of which are parties to the Statute of the 
International Court of Justice, shall be referred to the 
International Court of Justice, unless in any specific case it is 
agreed by the ~rties to have recourse to another mode of settlement. 
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"(2) If' the Contracting States between which a dispute ha~ 
arisen are not parties, or any one of them is not a party, to the 
Statute of the International Court of Justice the dispute shall 

' ' if the State concerned so desires be sutmitted in accordance 
' with the constitutional rules of each of them to an arbitral 

' tribunal established in conformity with the Convention for the 
Facific Settlereent of International Disputes signed at The Hague 
on 18 Cctober 1907, or to any other arbitral tribunal. 11 

190. A ccrrment en the article had been submitted by the Anti-Slavery Gociety 

(E/AC.43/L.l1 paragraph 90). 

191. ~e Ccremittee examined the article at the 5th, 7th, 14th and 15th meetings. 

192. The representative of' the USSR proposed (E/AC.43/L.l3) the insertion of 

the words "with the agreement of all the parties to the dispute" before the 

words "be referred to the International Court of Justice", in paragraph l of 

the article, and replacement of .the words "if the State cc;mcerned so desires" 

in paragraph 2 by the words "if the parties to the dispute so desire". 

~93. The representative of France proposed (E/AC.43/L.l7) that paragraph 1 of 

the article be amended to read: 

"Any question or dispute concerning the interpretation of this 
Convention which arises between the Contracting States shall be 
referred to the International Court of Justice as provided in 
Article 35 of the Statute of the said Court;" 

ar.d that paragraph 2 be deleted. 

194. 'Ihe representative of the Netherlands subrni tted the follcwing sub-amendments 

(E/AC.43/L.27) to the text submitted by the representative of France: 

(1) deletion of the words "questicn or", and insertion of the words "or 

application" after the word "interpretation"; (2) insertion of the words 

"at the request of' either party 11 after the words "shall be referred"; and 

(3) addition of the words "unless in any specific case it is agreed by the 

parties to have recourse to another mcde ~f settlement", at the end of the nentence. 

These proposals were accepted by the representative of France. 

195. The Committee was divided on the question of the jurisdiction of the 

International Court of Justice in the case of disputes between the parties 

concerning interpretation or app~ication of the Convention. The representative 

of the USSR expressed the view that the Court should have jurisdiction cnly over 
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such disputes as were referred to it with the agreement of all the parties to 

the dispute, and that to subject the p~rties to ccmpulsory jurisdiction of the 

Court would violate the principle of State-sovereignty ~ Other delegations 

expressed the view that only by means of a compulsory jurisdiction clause could 

assurance be given that every dispute would be decided impartially. 

196. The representative of the United Kingdom sucmitted a revised text of 

Article 8 (E/AC.43/L.33), based on corresponding provisions in the Convention 

Relating to the Status of Refugees (Article 38) and the Convention Relating to 

the Status of Stateless Person~ (Article 34), as follows: 

"Any dispute betl-reen parties to this Convention relating to 
its interpretation or application, which cannot be settled by 
other means shall be referred to the International Court of Justice ' . at the request of any one of the parties to the dispute." 

197. ~he representative of France withdrew his amendment to paraGraph 1 of 

the original text of Article 8, in favour of the wording proposed by the 

representative of the United Kingdom. 

198. The representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics proposed 

that the words "at the request of any one of the parties" in the text submitted 

by the representative of the United Kingdom be replaced by the words "with the 

agreement of all the parties to the dispute". 'Ibis proposal was rejected by 

the Ccmmittee at the 15th meeting, receiving 3 votes in favour and 5 against, 

with 2 abstentions. 

199. There was general agreement that the second paragraph of the original 

text of Article 8 was unnecessary. The proposal of the representative of 

Fr~ce, to delete the paragraph, was adopted unanimously by the Ccremittee at 

the 14th meeting. 

2CO. The ~rtic1e as a l-rbole, thus revised, was adopted at the 15th meeting by 

8 votes in favour and 1 against, with· 1 abstention, as fol1cws: 

11Any dispute between Parties to this Convention relating to 
its interpretation or application, which cannot be settled by 
other means, shall be referred to the International Court of 
Justice at the request of any one of the parties to the dispute. 11 

The text of the article, as thus modified, appears in Annex I as Article 8. 
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201. The representative of Ecuador, in explanation of his vote, indicated 

that he had abstained in viev of the fact that the Governreent of Ecuador had 

net recognized the cc~ulcory jurisdiction of the International Court of Justice. 

Article 9 

202. Article 9 of the draft convention (E/2540/Add.4) was as follows: 

"'Ibis Convention shall be open for sic;nature by any State 
whether or not a member of the United Nations until Ldat~. It 
shall be ratified. Ratification shall be effected by the deposit 
of a formal instr~ent with the Secretary-General of the Lnited 
~ations who shall inform each signatory and acceding State. 

"After /sarr:e date? t:tiis Convention shall be open to accesflion 
by any State -whether or not a ?-!ember of the United Nations. 
Accession shall be effected by the deposit of a fo~ 1~atru~ent 
with the Secretary-General of the United Nations, who shall inform 
each signatory and acceding Gtate." 

20). No co~ents on the article had been submitted. 

2C4. 'Ihe Cc~ittee examined the article at the 5th and 16th meetings. 

205. 'Ihe representative of France proposed (E/AC.43/L.l7) that the first 

paragraph of the article, and the first sentence of the second paragraph, be 

amended to conform to provisions adopted by the General Assembly on 14 December 

1955 in connexion vith the Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Perscns 

(resolution 928 (X)), as follows: 

"'Ibis Cct.venticn stall be open UJ:.til lda.tij fer sig~ature by 
Members of the 'l:ni ted z:aticns, States n:emters of a ~pecialized uger.cy 
a~d States parties to the Statute of the Intercational Court of 
Justice, etc •••• 

"After [srune dat~/ this Convention shall be open to accession 
by States falling within any of tbe categories specified in the 
foregoing paragraph, etc •••• 

2C6. The representative of the USSR opposed the French amendment, pointing out 

that it worsened the convention as it limited the number of States which could 

beco~e parties to it. 'Ibis position vas· supported by certain other 
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representatives, who felt that the amendment unnecessarily restricted accession to 

the convention to certain States only. 1bey favoured the original draft of 

the article. Other members pointed out that the formula proposed in the 

amendment was the one normally employed in United Nations conventions, and 

would give the Secretary-General guidance on the question as to what might 

properly be considered a State for the purpose of signature of or accession to the 

Convention. A suggestion by the represent~tive of the Netherlands , that the 

_phrase "or any State to which an invitation has been addressed by the General 

Asserr.bly" be added to the categories of States listed in the amendment, was 

accepted by the representative of France, ~ho considered that it was not within 

the scope of the convention to decide indirectly the questio~ of the recognition of 

States or governments. 

207. The Ccmmittee considered the amendments proposed by the representative of 

France at the 16th meeting. These amendmen~s, revised to incorporate the 

suggestions made by the representative of the Netherlands , were rejected by the 

Ccnmittee, 5 votes being cast in favour and 5 against. 

2C8. The representatives of Australia and Turkey jointly proposed (E/AC.43/L.21) 

that the last two sentences of the first paragraph of the article be replaced 

by the following text: 

"It shall be subject to ratification by the signatory States, 
and the instr~ents of ratification shall be deposited with the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations who shall inform each 
signatory and acceding State." 

2C9. The representative of the United Kingdom, who had separately proposed 

(E/AC.43/L.20) use of the introductory wording "It shall be subject to 

ratification", withdrew his proposal as it vas embodied in the joint arr.endment. 

210. The Cc~ttee adopted the amendment proposed by the representatives of 

Australia and Turkey unanimously without a formal vote at. the 16th meeting. , , 
211. The article, thus amended, was adopted by 6 votes in favour and 1 against, 

with 3 abstentions, as follows: 
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"'Ibis Convention ohall be open for signature by any State 
whether or not a ~ember of the United Nationa until fdate7. It 
shall be subject to ratification by the signatory States- and the 
instruments of ratification shall be deposited with the Secretary
General of the United Nations who shall inform each oignatory and 
acceding State. 

"After [seiD.e dati/ this Convention· shall be open to accession 
by any State whether or not a ~ember of the United Nations. 
Accession shall be effected by the deposit of a formal instrument 
with the Secretary-General of the United Nations who shall inform 

' each signatory and acceding State. 11 

'Ihe text of the article, as thus ~edified, appears in Annex I as Article 9. 

Article 10 

212. Article 10 of the draft convention (E/2540/Add.4) was as follows: 

"Any State may at the time of its ratification or accession 
or at any time thereafter declare by notification addressed to 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations that the present 
Convention shall extend to all or any of the territories for 
whose international relations it is respo~sible. 'Ihe Secretary
General shall inform the other signatory and acceding States." 

213. Ccmffients on the article had been 6Ubmitted by the Government of Fakistan 

(E/AC.43/L.l/Add.2) and by tbe Anti-Slavery Society (E/AC.43/L.l, paragraph 92). 

214. The Cc~ttee examined the artiqle at the 6th, 17th, 18th, 19th and 20th· 

meetings. 

215. At the 6th meeting the representatives of Ecuador, Egypt and Yugoslavia 

jointly sucmitted an ~endment (E/AC.43/L.l5) to replace the text of the 

article by the following: 

"'Ibe provisions of the present Convention shall extend or 
be applicable equally to a contracting metropolitan State and 
to all the territories, be they Non-Self-Governing, Trust or 
Colonial Territories, which are being adrni~istered or governed 
by ouch metropolitan State." 

216. In introducing the amendment, the representative of Egypt explained 

that the text corresponded closely to these which appeared in Article 28 of 

the draft covenant on economic, social and cultural,rights ~d Article 53 
~f the draft coven~nt on civil and political rights. 
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217. The reprenentative of the USSR proposed a similar amendment (E/AC.43/L.l3) 

to the article, also based on Article 28 of the draft covenant on economic, 

social and cultural rights, to replace the text of the article by the following: 

"The provisions of the present convention shall extend or 
apply equally to the signatory ~etropolitan State and to all 
Non-Self-Governing, Trust or colonial territories which the said 
metropolitan State governs or administers." 

Because of the similarity between the amendment pro~osed by the USSR 

representative and that jointly submitted by the representatives of Ecuador, 

EgYPt, and Yugoslavia, the USSR representative withdrew his am~ndment at the 

17th meeting in favour of "tbe joint proposal. 

218. The Committee was divided on the q~estion whether or not the provisions 

of .the convention should automatically apply to dependent territories 

administered or governed by States which might become parties to the convention. 

219. Scme members, including the representative of the USSR, felt that it 

should not be left to the discretion of the metropolitan country to decide 

whether or not the convention should apply to its dependent territories. 

This would only mean that many such territories might be deprived of the 

possibility of participating in the convention, although they were the very 

territories in which the institutions and practices covered by the convention 

were most likely to.exist. 

220. Cn the other band, some members felt that a contracting State sbould 

be permitted to determine, upon becoming a party to the convention or at any 

time thereafter, to which of its territories the provisions of the convention 

should apply. A clause of this sort would enable metropolitan countries to 

meet serious constitutional and other difficulties; it was thus designed to 

facilitate application 1of the ccnvention to depend~nt territories, rather 

tcan to delay or prevent such application. 

221. The representative of Turkey suggested inclusion in the convention of a 

territorial application clause mcdelled after Article 20 of the Protocol 

for Limiting and Regulating the Cultivation of the Poppy Plant, the Froduction, 

of, Internetional and Wholesale Trade in, an& Use of Opium, adopted in New York 

on 23 June 1953 by the United Nations Opium Conference (E/NT/8). 
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222. The amendment submitted jointly by the representatives of Ecuador 
' Egypt and Yugoslavia wa~ not adopted when put. to the vote at the 17th meeting, 

receiving 5 votes in favour and 5 against. 

223. Article 10 was not adopted when put to the vote at the same meeting, 

receiving 5 votes in favour and 5 against. 

224. At the 18th meeting the representative of Turkey proposed a new text 

(E/AC.43/L.38) for the article, based upon Article 20 of the Opium Protocol 

of 1953, as follcws: 

''This Convention shall apply to all the non-self-governing, 
trust, colonial and other non-metropolitan territories for the 
international relations of which any Party is responsible, except 
where the previous consent of a non-metropolitan territory is 
required by the Constitution of the Party or of the non-metropolitan 
territory, or required by custom. In such case the Party shall 
endeavour to secure the needed consent of the non-metropolitan 
territory within the shortest period possible and when that 
consent is obtained the Party shall notify the Secretary-General. 
~his Convention shall apply to the territory or territories narr.ed 
in such notification from the date of its receipt by the Secretary
General. In those cases where the previous consent of thP. 
non-metropolitan territory is not required, the Farty conce~ned 
shall, at the time of signature, ratification or accession, declare 
the non-metropolitan territory or territories to which this Convention 
applies." 

225. The Co~ittee examined the new text at the 19th meeting. 

226. The representative of Yugoslavia pointed out that scme terms used in 

the propocal such as the terms "constitution of the party or of the non-
' metropolitan territory", and "custom", might require clarification. After 

some discussion of these terms the representative of Turkey, upon the suggestion 

of the representative of Australia, agreed to delete the word~ "or required 

by custom" which appeared at the end of the first sentence, and to replace 

the word "constitution" by the words "constitutional laws or practices". 

227. The representative of Egypt considered the inclusion of such an article 

unnecessary, and recalled that the Convention en the Political Rights of 

Women, which had been adopted by the General Assembly and subsequently 

ratified by a number of States, did not contain such a provision. The 

representative of the USSR could not accept the proposed text, which in his 

Vi~w did not differ substantially from the original text proposed by the United 

Kingdom. 
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228. The proposal of the representative of Turkey, as revised, was adopted 

by the Co~ittee by 4 votes in favour and 2 against, with 4 abstentions, 

as follows: 

"'Ibis Convention shall apply to all the non·self-governing, 
trust colonial and other non·metropolitan territories for the 
inter~ational relations of which any Party is responsible, 
except where the previous consent of a non-metropolitan territory 
is required ty the constitutional laws or practices of the 
Party or of the non-metropolitan territory. In such case the 
Party shall endeavour to secure the needed consent of the 
non-metropolitan territory within the shortest period possible 
and when that consent is obtained the Party shall notify the 
Secretary-General. This Convention shall apply. to the territory 
or territories ~ed in such notification from the date of 
its receipt by the Secretary-General. In those cases where 
the previous consent of the non-metropolitan territory is not 
required, the Party concerned shall, at the time of signature, 
ratification or accession, declare the non-metropolitan territory 
or territories to which this Convention applies." 

229. At the 20th meeting the Committee decided to use the term "State Partyn 

instead of the word "Party" where it first occu~red in the article. Tbe text 

of the article, as thus modified, appears in Annex I as Article 10. 

Article 11 

230. Article 11 of the draft convention (E/2540/Add.4) was as follows: 

"(1) Any Contracting· State rr.ay denounce the present Convention 
by a written notification addressed by that State to the Secretary
General of the United Nations, who shall notify all other Contracting 
States of each such notif ication and the date of the receipt thereof. 

"(2) The denunciation shall take effect one year after the 
receipt of the notification by the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations, and shall operate only as regards the State effecting 
the denunciation. 

"(3) Any Contracting State which has made a declaration under 
Article 10 of this Convention may at any time thereafter by 
notification to the Secretary-Gen~ral of the United Natio~s, declare 
that, one year after the date of the receipt by the Secretary
General of the aforesaid notification the Convention shall cease 
to extend to a territory or territori~s named in the declaration.n 
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231. A comment on the article had been submitted by the Goverr~ent of Pakistan 

( E/ AC.l~3/L.l/ Add. 2). 

232. ~he Ccffimittee examined the article at the 6th, 17th, 19th and 20th 

meetings. 

233. ~e representative of France proposed (E/AC.43/L.l7) that the article 

be redrafted as follcYs: 

"1. 'Ibis Convention shall have effect for a period of three 
years from the date on which it enters into force. 

''It shall remain in force thereafter for consecutive periods 
of three years in respect of Contracting Parties which have not 
denounced it at least six months prior to the expiration of the 
current period of three year~. 

"Denunciation shall be effected by a Yritten notification 
addressed to the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

"2. If, as the result of denunciation
1 

the number of parties 
to this Convention is reduced to less than ~two), the Convention 
shall cease to apply on the date on Yhich the last such denunciation 
comes into effect." 

234. 'The representative of France explained that the neY text provided for 

a system similar to the one adopted in the case of the Convention on the 

Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. The convention YOuld be 

concluded for a period of three years, Yhich could be extended for specified 

periods. If denounced, denunciation would take effect at the end of a given 

pericd. That system would have the advantage of ensuring stability and of 

~intaining the convention in force over a number of years. 

235. The representative of the Netherlands , while favouring the French 

amen~ent, proposed (E/AC.43/L.29) several drafting changes, as follcYs: 

(1) In the first sub-paragraph of paragraph 1, after the words "Yhich it" 

insert the word "first"; and in the third sub-paragraph of the same paragraph, 
\ 

after "United Nations" insert "who' shall inform each signatory and acceding 

State"; (2) after paragraph 2, insert a third paragraph as originally 

drafted in document E/AC.43/L.l, page 39, Article 11, paragraph (3). 
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2)6. The representative of France accepted the sub-amendments proposed by 

the' representative of the Netherlands and incorporated them into his amendment. 
I 

237. The representatives of the USSR and Yugoslavia expressed their 

preference for the first two paragraphs of the original text of Article 11. They 

·felt that the ame~dment proposed by the representative of France, if adopted, 

would create the incorrect impression that the convention had been concluded 

for a limited period of three years only, although in fact this was not the 

casP.. 

238. The French amendment, as revised, was considered by the Committee at 

the 17th meeting. It was not adopted, receiving 2 votes in favour and 

2 against, with 6 abstentions. 

239. The representative of the USSR proposed (E/AC.43/L.l3) to delete the 
' ' third paragraph of the article. At the 17th meeting . the Chairman expressed 

the view that since Article 10 had not been adopted it was unnecessary to 

vote on the proposal of the representative of the USSR. The Committee 

accepted this view. 

240. · Paragraphs 1 and 2 of the article were unanimously adopted by the 

Cc~ttee at the 17th meeting, as follows: 

"(1) Any Contracting State may denounce t~e present 
Convention by a ~~itten notification addressed by that State to 
the Secretary-General of the United Nationo, who shall notify 
all other Contracting States of each such notification and the 
date of the receipt thereof. 

"(2) 'Ihe denunciation shall take effect one year after the 
receipt of the notification by the Secretary-General of the 
United :Nations , and shall operate only as regards the State 
effecting the denunciation." 

241. At the 19th meeting the Ccrr.mittee decided that in view of the fact 

that a new text of Article 10 had been adopted, further consideration should 

be given to paragraph 3 of Article 11. 

242. The representative of Yugoslavia orally proposed that the following 

text be added at the end of the paragraph: 

"In the case where the previous ccnsent of a non-metropolitan 
territory was required for the application of the Convention in 
respect of this territory such consent would also be necessary ' . for its denunciation." 
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243. At the suggestion. of the representative of the United Kingdom the 

Ccrrmittee requested the representative of the Legal Office to suggest a new 

text for paragraph 3 which would bring it into conformity with Article 10 

and at the same time take into account the proposal of the representative 

of. Yugoslavia. 

244. The text submitted in accordance with ~ this request vas adopted by the 

Ccremittee at the 19th meeting by 6 votes in favour and 1 against, with 

3 abstentions, as follows: 

"In cases where , in accordance .wi th the provisions of 
Article 10, the Convention has beccme applicable to a 
non-metropolitan territory of a Contracting Party, that 
Contracting Party may, at any time thereafter, with the consent 
of the territory cryncerned, give notice to the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations denouncing the Convention separately in 
respect of that territory. The denunciation shall take effect 
one year after the date of the receipt of such notice by the 
Secretary-General who shall notify all other Contracting Parties of 
such notice and the date of the receipt thereof." 

245. At the 20th meeting the Committee decided to use the term "State Party" 

instead of "Contracting !'arty" where the question first arose in the article, 

and to refer to "Party(ies)" in the ren:ainder of the article. 

246. At the same meeting the article as a whole was adopted by 6 votes in 

favour and none against, with 4 abstentions. 

modified, appears in Annex I as Article 11. 

Article 12 

The text of the article, as t hus 

247. Article 12 of the draft convention (E/2540/Add.4) was as follows: 

"'Ibis Convention shall enter into force on the date on which 
two States have become Parties thereto and thereafter shall 
enter into force in respect of each State and territory on the 
date of deposit of the instrument of ratification or accession 
of that State or notification of extension to that territory." 

248. 'lbe Committee examined the article at the 6th and 17th meetings. 

249. The representative of the USSR proposed (E/AC.43/L.l3) deleticn of the 

words "or notification of extension to that territory". 
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250. ~e representative of France proposed (E/AC.4~/L.l7) that the article 

should be amended to read: "'Ibis Convention shall enter into force on the 

date on which five States have become parties thereto ••• etc.".' 

251. The repreGentative of the USSR expressed the view that the amendment 

submitted by the representative of France weakened the draft conventicn; he 

felt that a humanitarian convention such as the Co~ittee was drafting should 

come into force as soon as possible and that the· number of Contracting States 

required for its entry into force should therefore be Bet at a minimum. 

The representative of France, on the other hand, thought that accession by 

two States was not sufficient to make a general convention come into force, 

as a general convention, to be effective, should have a certain range. He 

added that certain provisiono of the convention, for example those in 

Article 2, would be difficult to apply if only a few States were parties 

to the convention. 

252. At the request of the Committee, a representative of the Legal Office 

stated at the 7th meeting that while there were some international agreements 

which required only two ratifications or accessions to enter into force, the 

number of ratifications or accessions required was often larger. There was 

no fixed rule in this respect, the authors of each agreement taking into 

consideration the particular character of each agreement and the conditions 

considered to be desirable for its coming into force. 

25~. The amendment submitted by the representative of France was not adopted 

when put to the vote at the 17th meeting, receiving ~ votes in favour and 

~ against, with 4 abstentions. 

254. At the 17th meeting there was general agreement that, in view of the 
• 

fact that the Ccn:mittee had not then adopted ~ticle 10, the '-words "or 

notification of extension to that territory" were no longer necessary and should 

be deleted as suggested by the representative of the USSR. 

255. The article, thus revised, vas adop~ed unanimously by the Ccmmitte~ 

at the 17th meeting, as follows: 

"This Convention shall enter into force on the date 
on which two States have become Parties thereto and thereafter 

·shall enter into force in respect of each State and territory 
on the date of deposit of the instrument of ratification or 
accession of that State." 

'!be text of the article, as thus modified, appears in Annex I as Article 12. 



Article 13 

(Formerly Article 14) 
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256. Article 14 of the draft convention (E/2540/Add.4) was as follows: 

"The present Convention, of which the Chinese, English, French, 
Russian and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited in 
the Archives of the United Nations Secretariat. The Secretary-General 
shall prepare a certified copy thereof fer ccmmunication to States 
Parties to the Convention as well as to all other States Members of the 
United Nations. 

"In witness whereof the '..lndersigned, being duly authorized thereto 
by their respective Governments, have signed the present Convention on 
the date appearing opposite their respective signatures. 

11Done in the Headquarters of the United Nations, Ne1-1 York, this 
· • · · · · . . . . . . • day of. . • . . . . • . . . . • • • . . . 19 •••••••• " 

257. The Committee examined the article at the 17th and 2oth meetings. No 

amendments were proposed. The text of the article did not give rise to any 

discussion. 

258. The article was adopted unanimously by the Committee. 

259. At the 20th meeting the Committee decided that the article would appear in 

the draft supplementary convention as Article 13, in view of its decision to 

delete former Article 13. 

E. 

26o. 

Consideration of draft article on registration and publication of the 
draft convention 

Article 13 of the draft convention (E/2540/Add.4) was as follows: 

"In accordance with paragraph 1 of Article 102 of the Charter of 
the United Nations and the regulations pursuant thereto adopted by the 
General Assembly the Secretary-General of the United Nations is 
authorized to effect registration of the present convention and to 
PUblish it as soon as possible after registration." 

261. The Committee examined the article at the 17th and 20th meetings. No 

amendments were proposed. The text of the article did not give rise to any 
discussion. 
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262. At the 17th meeting the Ccmmittee adopted the article unanimously. 

263. At the 20th meeting the Committee considered a suggestion by the 

Secretary-General (E/AC.43/L.41, para. 11) that since the inclusion of the 

article in the convention was not necessary in view of the existing regulations 

governing registration and publication of treaties under which the Secretary

General registers and publishes all conventions of ~rhich he is the depository, 

the Ccmmittee might wish to delete the article. 

264. The suggestion to delete the article was adopted. 

F. Order of the articles of the draft convention 

265. At the 19th and 20th meetings the Committee considered the order of the ' 

articles of the draft convention. 

266. At the 19th meeting the Committee examined proposals submitted by the 

representatives of France (E/AC.43/L.l4) and the United Kingdom (E/AC.43/L.23) 

relating to the order of the articles. 

267. The French proposal was as follows: 

"Change the order of Articles 1, 21 31 4 and 5 as follO\-lS: place 
first the article concerning slavery proper; next the articles 
concerning institutions and practices analogous to slavery; and last 
the articles concerning both slavery proper and institutions and 
practices analogous to slavery. 

"Divide the part of the convention consisting of Articles 1 to 5 
into three sections, to be entitled: 

"Section I - Slavery proper; 

"Section II - Institutions and practices analogous to slavery; 

,,Section III - Slavery and analogous practices. 

"Section I would contain the existing Article 21 which would 
become Article 1. 

"Section II would contain the existing Articles 1 and 5, which 
would become Articles 2 and 3 respectively. 

"Section III would contain the existing Articles 3 and 4, which 
would become Articles 4 and 5 respectively." 
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268. The United Kingdom proposal was that Article 5 should follow Article 1. 

269. The Committee agreed that Article 1 should remain is the first article 

in t he convention, and that Article 5 should follow Article 1. 

270. The French proposal vas revised by its author in the light of the 

discussion in the Ccmmittee. As amended, it was adopted by 5 votes in favour, 

none against, and 4 abstentions. Accordingly, the articles \-lhich had been 

adopted by the Cornmi ttee vere placed in the follo\-Ting order: 

Preamble 

Section I, Institutions and Practices Similar to Slavery 

. Article 1 

Article 2 (fo~erly Article 5) 

Section II, The Slave Trade 

Article 3 (fo~erly Article 2) 

Section III, Slavery and Institutions and Practices Similar to Slavery 

Article 4 (formerly Article 3) 

Article 5 (formerly Article 4) 

Section rv 
A.rticle 6 

Section V, Final Clauses 

Articles 7 to 14. 

271. At the 20th meeting the Ccmmittee decided that Section IV should be 

entitled "Co-o:p€ration between States Parties and Ccrnmunication of Info~ation 11 , 

as suggested by th~ Secretariat (E/AC 43/L.42, p. 2); and that Section V would 

include Articles 7 to 13, in viev of the deletion of former Article 13. 

G. Improveu.ents in the drafting and style of articles of the draft convention 

272. At the 19th meeting the 01airman invited the representatives of Ecuador, 

France, the United Kingdom and the USSR to submit drafting proposals and 

suggestions for improvereent of style of the Spanish, French, English and 

Russian texts respectively. 
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273. At the 20th meeting the Ccmmittee considered the proposals made by these 

representatives, as well as ce~tain suggestions submitted by the Secretary~ 

General (E/AC.43/L.41). The resulting changes in drafting and style were 

incorporated in the final text of the draft supplementary convention 

(see Annex r). 

H. Adoption of the Draft Supplementary Convention on the Abolition of 
Slavery, the Slave Trade, and Institutions and Practices Similar 
to Slavery 

274. At the 20th meeting the Committee unanimously adopted the Draft 

Supplementary Convention on the Abolition of Slavery, the Slave Trade,and 

Institutions and Practices Similar to Slavery (Annex I), for submission to 

the Economic and Social Council. 

IV. ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE CO~~ITTEE 
TO THE ECONOMIC AND SCCIAL COUNCIL 

Item 4 of the agenda 

275. At the 19th and 2oth meetings the Ccmmittee considered the draft of the 

report to the Economic and Social Council (E/AC.43/L.36 and Adds. 1-6), and 
aaopted it unanimously. 



ANNEX I 

DRAFT SUPPLEivlENI'ARY CONVENI'ION ON THE ABOLITION OF 
SLAVERY, THE SLAVE TRADE .AND INSTITuriONS AND 

PRACTICES SIMILAR TO SLAVERY 

PREAMBlE 

The States Parties to the present Convention, 
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Mindful that the peoples of the United Nations reaffirmed in the Charter 

their faith in the dignity and worth of the human person; 

Considering that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, proclaimed by 

the General Assembly of the United Nations as a common standard of achievement 

for all peoples and all nation~, states that no one shall be held in slavery or 

servitude and that slavery and the slave trade shall be prohibited in all their 

forms; 

Recognizing that, since the conclusion of the Slavery Convention signed 

at Geneva on 25 September 1926, which was designed to secure the abolition of 

slavery and of the slave trade, further progress has been made towards this 

end; 

Being aware, however, that slavery, the slave trade and institutions and 

practices similar to slavery have not yet been eliminated in all parts of the 

world; 

Having decided, therefore, that the Convention of 1926, which remains 

operative, should now be augmented by the conclusion of a supplementary 

convention designed to intensify national as well as international efforts 

towards the abolition of slavery, the slave trade and institutions and 

practices similar to slavery; 

Have agreed as follows: 
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SEm'ION I 

INSTITUriOHS MID FRACI'ICES SINII..AR TO SLAVERY 

ARTICLE 1 

Each of the States Parties to thi~ Convention shall take all practicable 

and necessary legislative and other measures to bring about progressively and 

as soon as possible the complete abolition or abandonment of the follmring 

institutions and practices; where they still e;:ist and whether or not they are 

covered by the definition of slavery contained in P.rticle 1 of the Slavery 

Convention signed at Geneva on 25 September 1926: 

(a) Debt bondage, i.e. the status or condition arising from a pledge 

by a debtor of his personal services or those of o third person 

under his control as a secur.i.ty for a debt, where the value 

reasonably assessed of those services rendered is not applied towards 

the liquidation of the debt or the length and nature of those services 

are not respectively limited and defined; 

(b) Serfdcm, i.e., the tenure of land whereby the tenant is by law, 

custcm or agree~~nt bound to live and labour · on land belonging to 

another person and render scme determinate service to his landlord, 

whether for re\vard or not, and is not free to change his status; 

(c) Any institutions or practice whereby: 

(i) A lTcrnan, vithout the right to refuse, is premised or given 

in marriage on payment of a consideration in money or in 
' kind to her parents, guardian, family or to any other person 

or group; 

(ii) The husband of a woman, his family, or his clan, has the 

right to transfer her to another person for value received 

or otherwise; or 

(iii) The vcman on the death of her husband is liable to be inherited 

.by another person; 
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(d) Any institution or practice whereby a child or young person under 

the age of 18 years is delivered by either or both his natural 

parents or his guardian to another person, whether for reward or 

not, for the purpose of exploiting the child or young person, or 

his or her labour. 

ARTICLE 2 

With a vieH· to bringing to an end the institutions and practices mentioned 

in Article l(c) of this Convention, the States Parties undertake to prescribe, 

where appropriate, suitable minimum ages of marriage, to encourage the use of 

facilities whereby the consent of both parties to a marriage may be freely 
I 

expressed in the presence of a competent civil or religious authority, and to 

encourage the registration of marriages. 

SECTION II 

THE SLAVE TRADE 

ARTICLE 3 

(a) The actcf conveying or of attempting to convey slaves on the high seas, 

or being accessory thereto, shall be a criminal offence under the lal·TS of the 

States Parties to this Convention and persons convicted thereof shall be 
' 

liable to penalties as severe as those· generally applied to acts of piracy. 

(b) While on the high seas in the .area of the Indian Ocean, including the 

Red Sea and the Persian Gulf, bounded on the south .by the twenty· sixth degree 

south latitude and on the east by the sixty· second degree east longitude, 

warships or military aircraft under the control of Parties to this Convention 

shall have the same right of visit, search and seizure in relation to vessels 

Of Parties to this Convention suspected on reasonable grounds of being engaged 

in the act of conveying slaves as they have in relation to vessels so suspected 

or being engaged in acts of piracy. 
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(c) (i) Any vessel seized in accordance with this article shall be brought 

in for adjudication by a court of the State which has made the 

seizure. This State, may, however, request any other State Party 

to this Convention, or to the Slavery Convention of 1926, to refer 

the case to one of its courts if, in its view, practical or other 

reasons make this advisable. 

(ii) Any slave who is found on board a vessel shall be immediately set 

at liberty. 

(iii) Any person found on board any vessel searched in accordance \Tith 

this article who is reasonably suspected of having committed any of 

the offences specified in paragraph (a) of this article shall be 

handed over for trial to the authorities of the State of which he 
I 

is a national or, if practical or other reasons make this advisable, 

he may be brought to trial by the authorities of the capturing State, 

or, subject to the consent of the State of which he is a national, 

by the authorities of any other State Party to this Convention or 

to the Slavery Conventio~ of 1926. 
(d) In this article "slave" means any person over whom any or all powers 

attaching to the right of ownership are exercised and includes any person 

intended to be dealt with as a slave. 

SECTION III 

SLAVERY AND INSTITlJI'IONS AND PRACTICES SDULAR TO SLAVERY 

ARTICLE 4 

(a) In a country where the abolition or abandonment of slaveTy, or of the 

institutions or practices ~entioned in Article 1 of this Convention, is not 

yet complete, the act of mutilating, branding or otherwise marking another . 
person of servile status in order to indicate that status, or as a punishment, 

or for any other reason, or of being accessory thereto, shall be a ~riminal 

offence under the laws of the States Parties to this Convention and persons 

convicted thereof shall be liable to punishment. 
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(b) In this article "person of servile status" means any slave or any person 

'i·rho has a servile status resulting from any of the institutions or practices 

mentioned in Article l of this Convention . 

ARTICLE 5 

The act of enslaving another person or of inducing another person to 

give himself or a person dependent upon such other person into slavery or any 

other form of servitude, or of attempting these acts, or being accessory 

thereto, or being a party to a conspiracy to accomplish any such acts, shall 

be a criminal offence under the laws of the States Parties to this Convention 

and persons convicted thereof shall be liab le to punishment. 

SECTION IV 

CO-OPERATION BETWEEN STATES PARTIES AND COMMUNICATION OF I~~OR~~TION 

ARTICLE 6 

l. The States Parties to this Convention undertalce to co-operate vri th 

each othe r to give effect to the foregoing provisions. 

2. The Parties yndertake to communicate to the Secretary-General of 

the United Nations copies of any lavs, regulations and administrative measures 

enacted or put into effect to implement the provisions of this Convention. 

3. The Secretary-General 3hall communicate this information to the other 

Parties and to the Economic and Social Council as part of the documentation for 

any discL;.ssion Hhich the Council might undertal\:e vri th a vievr to making further 

recommendations for the abolition of slavery , the slave trade or the institutions 

and practices which are the subject of this Convention. 

I 
SECTION V 

FINAL CLAUSES 

ARTICLE 7 

No reservations may be made to this Convention. 
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ARTICIE 8 

. Any dispute between States Parties to this Convention relating to its 

interpretation or application, which cannot be settled by other means, shall be 

referred to the International Court of Justice at the request of any one of the 

parties to the dispute. 

ARTICLE 9 

1. This Convention shall be open for signature by any State whether or 

not a member of the United Nations until jdat~7· It shall be subject to 

ratification by the signatory State~, and the instruments of ratification shall 

be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations who shall inform 

each signatory and acceding State. 

2. After jsame dat!7 this Convention shall be open to accession by 

any State whether or not a member of the. United Nations. Accession shall be 

effected by the deposit of a formal instrument with the Secretary-General of 

the United Nations, who shall infonm each pignatory and acceding State. 

ARTIClE 10 

This Convention shall apply to all the .. non-self-governing, trust, colonial 

and other non-metropolitan territories for the international relations of which 

any State Party is responsible, except where the previous consent of a non

metropolitan territory is required by the constitutional laws or practices of the 

Party or of the non-metropolitan territory. In such case the Party shall endeavour 

to secure the needed consent of the non-metropolitan territory within the shortest 

~eriod possible and when that consent is obtained the Party shall notify~he 

Secretary-General. This Convention shall apply to t~e territory or territories 

named in such notification from the date of its receipt by the Secretary-General. 

In those cases where the previous consent of the non-metropolitan territory is 

not .required, the Party concerned shall, at the time of signature, ratification 

or accession, declare the.non-metropolitan territory or territories to which 

this Convention applies. 
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1. Any State Party may denounce this Convention by a written notification 

addressed by that State to the Secretary-General of the United Nation~, who 

shall notify all other Parties of each such notification and the date of the 

receipt thereof. 

2. The denunciation shell take effect one year after the receipt of the 

notification by the Secretary-General of the United Nations, and shall operate 

only as regards the State effecting the denunciation. 

3. In cases where, in accordance with the provisions of Article 10, 

this Convention has beccme applicable to a non-metropolitan territory of a 

Party, that Party may, at any time thereafter, with the consent of the territory 

concerned, give notice to the Secretary-General of the United Nations denouncing 

this Convention separately in respect of that territory. The denunciation 

shall take effect one year after the date of the receipt of such notice by the 

Secretary-General who shall notify all other Parties of such notice and the 

date of the receipt thereof. 

' ARTICLE 12 

This Convention shall enter into force on the date on which two States have 

beccme Parties thereto and thereafter shall enter into force in respect of each 

State and territory on the date of deposit of t he instrument of ratification or 

accession of that State. 

ARTICLE 13 

This Convention, of which the Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish 

texts are equally authentic, shall be de~ositcd'in the archives of the United 

Nations Secretariat. The Secretary-General shall prepere a certified copy 

thereof for ccmmunication to States Parties to this Convention, as well as to 

all other States Vembers of the United Nations. 
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IN HITNESS WHERECF .the undersigned, being duly authorized thereto by their 

respective Governments, have signed this Convention on the date appearing opposite 

their respective signatures. 

Done in the Headquarters of the United Nations, New York, 

this •••••••••••••••••• day of ••••••••••••••••19••••••• 
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LIST OF DOCUMENTS BEFORE THE COl-1MITTEE 

l. Documents issued in the general series: 

E/AC.4)/l Provisional agenda 

2. Documents issued in the limited series: 

E/AC.4)/L.l and 
Corr.l and Corr.2 
(English only) and 
Adds.l-2 

E/AC.4)/L.2 

E/AC.43/L.) 

E/AC.43/L.4 

E/AC.43/L.5 

E/AC.4)/L.6 and 
Rev.l 

· E/AC .43/L. 7 

E/AC.4)/L.7/Rev.l 

E/AC.43/L.8 

E/AC.43/L·9 

E/AC.4)/L.l0 

E/AC.4)/L.ll 

E/AC.4)/L.l2 and 
Rev.l 

E/AC.4)/L.l3 

The Draft Supplementary Convention on Slavery and 
Servitude submitted by the Government of the 
United Kingdom and Cerements thereon (~~morand~~ 
by the Secretary-General). 

United Kingdcm: ~en~ents to article 1. 

Netherlands: Amendment to paragraph 1 of the preamble. 

France: Amendment to the second paragraph of the 
preamble. 

USSR: Amendments to the preamble and article 1. 

United Kingdom: Amendments to article 2. 

France: Amendment to article 1, paragraph (c) (i). 

France and the United Kingdom: 
article 1 (c) (i). 

Amendment to 

India: Amendment to paragraph (d) of article 1. 

Netherlands and the United Kingdom: Amendmentz to 
article 1. 

Egypt: Amendments to article 1. 

Uhited Kingdom: Amendment to article 5· 

India: . Amendments to article 6. 

USSR: ~endments to the draft convention. 
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E/AC.43/L.l4 

E/AC.43/L.l5 

E/AC.43/L.l6 

E/AC.43/L.l7 and 
Corr.l (French 
only) 

E/AC.43/L.l8 

E/AC.43/L.l9 

E/AC.4)/L.20 

E/AC.43/L.21 

E/AC.43/L.22 

E/AC.43/L.24 

E/AC.43/L.25 
end Add.l 

E/AC.43/L.26 

E/AC.43/L.27 

E/AC.43/L.28 

E/AC.43/L.29 

E/AC.43/L.30 and 
Corr.l (Russian 
only) 

- France: Proposal to change the order of certain 
articles of the draft convention. 

- Ecuador, Egypt and Yugoslavia: Amendment to 
article 10. 

India: Draft text of additional article to follow 
article 2. 

- France: Amendments to articles 8, 9, 11 and 12. 

- United Kingdom: Proposed title and preamble of the 
draft convention. 

- United Kingdom: Amendments to paragraph (d) of 
article 1. 

United Kingdom: Amendments to articles 3 and 9· 

- Australia and Turkey: Amendment to article 9· 

- Ecuador, Egypt and India: Amendment to the title 
and preamble of the draft convention proposed by 
the United Kingdom (E/AC.43/L.l8). 

- United Kingdom: Change in order of articles of the 
draft convention. 

- Turkey: Amendment to article 1. 

- References in international conventions and draft 
conventions to the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights (Memorandum by the Secretary-General). 

Netherlands: - ~endments to the draft preamble 
proposed by the United Kingdcm (E/AC.43/L.l8). 

Netherlands: Sub-~endments to E/AC.43/L.l7. 

- France: Areendment to article 1. 

Netherlands: Sub-amendment to amendment proposed 
by France to article 11 (E/AC.43/L.l7). 

- Title and Preamble of the Draft Supplementary 
convention on the Atolition of Slavery, the Slave 
Trade and Institutions and Practices Similar to 
Slavery as adopted in the ninth meeting of the 
Committee on 23 January 1956. 



E/AC.43/L.30/Add.l 

" Add.2 

" Add.3 

" Add.4 

" Add.5 

n Add.6 

II Add.7 

II Add.8 

" Add.9 

II Add.lO -

" Add.ll 

" Add.l2 -

" Add.l3 -

II Add.l4 -

II Add.l5 -
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Article 1 as adopted at the thirteenth meeting of the 
Committee on 25 January 1956 (second reading). 

Article 2 as adopted at the eighteenth meeting of the 
Committee on 31 January 1956 (second reading). 

Article 3 as adopted at the fourteenth meeting of the 
Committee on 25 January 1956 (second reading). 

Article 4 as adopted at the t~elfth meeting of the 
Committee on 24 January 1956 (seccnd reading). 

Article 5 as adopted at the sixteenth meeting of the 
Ccmmittee on 27 Jan~ary 1956 (second reading). 

Article ,6 as adopted at the fifteenth meeting of the 
Committee on 26 January 1956 (second reading). 

Article 13 as adopted at the seventeenth meeting of 
the Committee on 30 January 1956 (second reading). 

Article 8 as adopted at the fifteenth meeting of the 
Committee on 26 January 1956 (second reading). 

Article 9 as adopted at the sixteenth meeting of the 
Committee on 27 January 1956 (second reading). 

Article 14 as adopted at the seventeenth meeting of 
the Committee on 30 January 1956 (second reading). 

Article 11 as adopted at the seventeenth meeting of 
the Committee on 30 January 1956 (second reading). 

Article 12 as adopted at the seventeenth meeting of 
the Committee on 30 January 1956 (second reading). 

Article 1 as adopted at the nineteenth meeting of 
the Committee on 2 February 1956 (second reading). 

Article 10 as adopted at the nineteenth meeting of 
the Ccmmittee on 2 February 1956 (second reading). 

Paragraph 3 of article 11 as adopted at the nineteenth 
meeting of the Committee on 2 February 1956 
(second reading). 

United Kingdom: Proposed new text of article 3. 
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E/AC.43/L.31/Rev.l 

E/AC.43/L.32 

E/AC.43/L.33 

E/AC.43/L.34 

E/AC.43/L.35 
and Rev.l 

E/AC.43/L.}6 and 
Adds.l-6 and 
Add.l/Corr.l 
(Spanish only) 

I 
E/AC.43/L.37 

E/AC.43/L.38 

E/AC.43/L.39 
and Rev.l 
and Rev.2 
(English only) 

E/AC.43/L.40 

E/AC;43/L.41 

E/AC.43/L.42 

United Kingdcm: Suggested redraft of article 3· 

Iridia: Amendment to article 5; 
•. 

United Kingdcrn: ~endment to article 8. 

United Kingdcro: Sub-amendment to E/AC.43/L.l2/Rev.l. 

- Egypt, France, India and the United Kingdom: 
Amendments to article 5· 

Draft Report of the Ccmmittee 

- Report of the Drafting Committee on article 2. 

Turkey: Proposed new article 10. 

Frence: Proposed new article 7• 

Yugoslavia: Proposed new article 7. 

Suggestions by the Secretariat relating to the 
Draft Supplementary Convention on the Abolition 
of Slavery, the Slave Trade and Institutions and 
Practices Similar to Slavery (third reading). 

Order of articles in the Draft Supplementary 
Convention on the Abolition of Slavery, the Slave 
Trade and Institutions and Practices Similar to 
Slavery (as adopted in second reading). 
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(b) In this article ''person of servile status" means any slave or any person 

who has a servile status resulting frcm any of the institutions or practices 

rr.entioned in Article 1 of this Convention. 

ARTICLE 5 

The act of enslaving another :person or of inducing another person to 

give himself or a :person dependent upon such other person into slavery or any 

otl1er form of servitude, or of attempting these acts, or being accessory 

thereto, or being a party to a conspiracy to acccmplish any such acts, shall 

be a criminal offence under the laws of the States Parties to this Convention 

and persons convicted thereof shall be liable to punishment. 

SECTION IV 

CO-OPERATION BETWEEN STATES PARTIES AND COMMUNICATION OF INFORMATION 

ARTIClE 6 

l. The States Parties to this Convention undertake to co-operate with 

each other to give effect to the foregoing provisions. 

2. The Parties ~dertake to communicate to the Secretary-General of 

the United Nations copies of any la,.,rs, regulations and administrative measures 

enacted or put into effect to implement the provisions of this Convention. 

3. T~~e Secretary-General 3hall communicate this information to the other 

Parties and to the Econcmic and Social Council as part of the documentation for 

any disct:ssion \Thich the Council might undertake with a viev to making further 

reco~endations for the abolition of slavery, the slave trade or the institutions 

and practices which are the subject of this Convention. 

SECTION V 

FINAL ClAUSES 

ARTIClE 7 

No reservations maybe made to this Convention. 




