
UNITED
NATIONS
------------- ------------_._-_._-----~---..-- -._------ - .----

A
General Assembly

Distr.
LIMITED

A/C.6/44/L.13
15 November 1989

ORIGINAL. ENGLISH

r

Forty-fourth session
SIXTH COMMITTEE
Agenda item 145

REPORr OF THE INTERNATIONAL LAW COMMISSION ON THE WORK
OF ITS FORTY-FIRST SESSION

Algeria, Argentina, Australia, Au~tria, Brazil, Bulgaria, Cana4AL
('hDe, CYprus, Czechosls>yakia, Denmark, Egypt, EthiQpia, Finland,

o~yerman DemQcratic Republic, Germany, Federal Republic of,
~l'~ece, Guinea, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Morocco, New Zealand,
N2!'way. Peru. Senegal. Turkey. Union of SQviet SQciallst
Republigs, United KingdQm o~at Britain and NQrthern Ireland

and Venezuela; draft resolution

Report of the International Law CommissiQn Qn the work
of its forty-first session

~enera! As§embly,

HQying CQn§ider~ the report of the International Law Commission on the work
Qf its forty-first session, 11

Emphasi~ing the need for the progressive develQpment Qf international law and
its cQdification in Qrder to make it a more effective means of implementing the
purpQses and principles set forth in the Charter of the United Nations and in the
DeclaratiQn Qn principles of International Law concerning Friendly Relations and
CQ-Qperation among States in accQrdance with the Charter o~ the United NatiQns II
and tQ give increased impQrtance to its role in relatiQns among States,

1/ Qfficial~ord~ of the General Assembly. FQrty-f~urth SessiQn,
Supplement NQ~ 10 (A/44/10).

1/ Resolution 2625 (XXV), annex.
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Recognizing the importance of referring legal aad drafting questions to the
Sixth Committee. including topics that might be submitted to the International Law
Commission. and of enabling the Sixth Committee and the Commission further to
enhance their contributions to the progressive developm~nt of international law and
its codification.

RbxJlling the need to keep un~er review those topics of international l~w

which. given their new or renewed interest for the international community, may be
suitable for the pr"gressi.ve development and codification of internati.onal law and
therefore may be included in the futu~'e programme of work of the International Law
C.ommission.

CQnsidering that experience has demonstrated the usefulnes~ of structuring the
debate on the report of the International Law ronunission in the Sixth Cor,mittee in
such a manner that conditions are provided for concentrated attention on each or
the main topics dealt with in the report, and that this process is facilitated when
the Commission indicates specific issues on which expressions of views by
Go,oernrnents are of particular interest fcr the continuation of its work,

1. IAk.tlJ....A2..t.~ of the report of the International Law Commission on the wOlk
of its forty-first session,

2. ~~ that, taking into account the comments of Governments, whether
in writing or expre5sed orally in debates in the General Assembly, the
International Law Commission should continue its work on the topics in its current
~rogramrne, listed as items 2, 3 and 5 to 8 in paragraph 7 of its report;

3. ~Mns its--n.P..~i~t...i.Q.n for the efforts of the International Law
Commission to Imr"'ove its proc<fldures and met.hods (,f work and t) fnrr.lulate proposals
on its future programme of work;

4. E.§.IDilWtJ. the International Law Commission:

(a) To keep under review the planning of its activities for the term of
office of its members, bearing itl mind the desirability ~f achieving as much
progress as pos~ible in the preparation of draft articles on specific topics;

(b) To consider further its methods of work in all their aspects, bearing in
mind that the staggeri~g of the consideratiou of some topics might contribute,
1I~~, to a more effective consideration of its report in the Sixth rommittee;

(c) To pay special attention to indicating in its annual report, for each
topic. those specific issues on which expressions of views by Government I, either
in the Sixth Cornrnittee or in written form, would be of 1?articular i·.terost for the
continuation of its work;

5. lpvlte, the International Law Cornrnissio~. when circumstances so warrant,
to as~ a special rapporteur t~ attend the 8~ssion of the General Assembly during
the discussion of the topic for which that special rapporteur is responsible and
requests the Secretary-General to make the nAcessary arrangements within exist.i~q

resources;
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6. RecQmm~ the cQntinuatiQn ~f ef~Qrts tQ imprQve the ways in which the
repQrt ~f the International Law CQmmissiQn is cQnsidered in the Sixth CQmmittee,
with view tQ providing effect1ve guidance fQr the CQmmissiQn in its work;

7. pecid~ that the Sixth CQmmitte~. in structuring its debate on the report
of the InternatiQnal Law CQmmission at the forty-fifth nosslon Qf the General
Assembly, shQuld co~tinue tQ bear in mind the pQssibility Qf reserving time fQr
infQrmal exchanges Qf views Qn matters relating tQ the wQrk Qf the r.Q~issiQn;

8. ~~. that the debate on the repoLt Qf the International Law
CQmmissio~ at the forty-fifth sesuiQn or the General Assembly commence Qn
29 OctQber 1990;

9. ~.~~ Qf the cQmments of the InternatiQnal Law Commission on tho
question of the duration of its sessiQn, a3 presented in paragraph 743 of its
repQrt, and expresses the view that the requirements of the wQrk for the
progressive development Qf internatiQnal law and i' cQdification and the magnitude
and complexity of the subjects on the agenda of the . QmmissiQn make it desirab1e
that t~e usual duration Qf its sessions be maintain6~;

10. ~tJUurui its ~reviQus decisiQns cQncerning the increase1 role Qf th~

CQdification Division Qf the Office of Legal Affairs of the Secreta~iat and thQS9
cQncerning the summary recnrds and Qther docwlIentatiQn Qf the Intern~tiQnal Law
Commission;

11. Urges QVe~nmenLB and, as ap~ropriate, internatiQnal Qrganizations to
respQnd in writing ~s fully and expeditiously as possible tQ the requests Qt the
InternatiQnal [,aw CQ~~ission fQr cQmments, observatiQns and replies to
questionnaires and fQr materials on tQpics in its programme Qf work;

12. Reaffirms i~_ab that the InternatiQnal Law Commission continue to
enhance its co-operatiQn with intergQvernmental legal bodies whQse work is of
interest fQr the progressive develQpment of internatiQnal law and its codificatiQn;

13. Ooce ~~~~PJ~~_t~.Jti~h that seminars will continue to be held in
conjunction with the sessions of the International Law Commission and that an
increasin'J number of participants frQm developing countries will be given the
opportunity to attend those seminars, appeals to States that cal~ do so to make the
voluntary contributions that are urgently needed f~r the holding of the seminars,
and expresses the hope that every effort will continue to be made by the
Secretary-General, within e~isting resources, to provide the seminars with adequate
services, including interpretation, as required;

14. Re~~~~ the Secretary-General to forward to the International Law
Commission, for its attention, the records of the debate on the report of the
Commission at the forty-fourth session of the General Assembly, together with such
written statements as delegations may circulate in conjunction with their oral
statements, and to prepare and distribute a topical summary of the debate.
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