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In the absence of the'President, Mr. Iohia (papua New Guinea), Vice-President,

.1VM/2

Further, the Ministers clearly defined the concept of sustainable development

responsibilities. Without any doubt environment will become the all-important test

Mr. HASMY (Malaysia) t The Group of 77, on whose behalf I am speaking,

The'meeting was ca11edto order at 3.10 p.m.

In recognition of the importance of this issue, the Special Minist&~ial

AGENDA ITm 82 (con tin.!!!2.)

DEVEIDPMENT AND INTERNATIONAL EOONCMIC CO-OPERATION

(f) mVIRONM'mTt REPORT OF THi SECRETARY-GENERAL (A/44/256 and Corr.l and Mdn1
and 2)

The'PRESIDENTt This afternoon the Assembly will continue the discussion

on the proposed United Nations conference on environment and development in 1992.

welcomes this opportuni ty to deliberate on environment, an extremely important and

future.

prevent the deterioration of the environment. At that meeting the Ministers

complex issue pivotal to the immediate and long-term interests and well-being of

reaffirmed the Group's commitment to the strengthening of international

that the members of the Group would continue to make every possible effort to

all countries. It is a global issue reauiring global action on the basis of shared

multilateral effort to address the problems in all its aspects.

Meeting of the Group of 77, held in Caracas in June this year, categorically stated

of genuine interdependence between and among all countries committed to a common

co-operation for the protection of the environment, which requires a global

as necessarily including the meeting of the basic needs of people of the developing
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(Mt. Ba.IIIY, Malaysia)

countries, the _intenance of adeQu£lte levels of growth for the attainment of their

800ial and econo-tc objectives, and the improvement of the Quality of life in ~

Th~ Ministers also atated the following,

Pbst, the concept of s\8tainable development should net be used as a prete:;t

for a~ition!ll con«Utionality in the policies of multilateral development and

financ:ial tnatitutions.

Secondly, poverty and envlronaental degradation are closely interrelated and

.nv!ron.nt protection aust therefore be viewed as m integral part of the

cltv.lOS-tlnt process and cannot be considered in isolation from it. Excessive

pr••ure on natural resources on eccount ()f poverty md a rising population have

g1ven ri.e to proble. such as land degradation, deforestation and desert1flcatlon,

Which need to be addressed with a sense of urgency along with global environment

probl... In this context the Group of 77 elllphasized the importance of supportive

...ure. favouring the developing countries in any arrange.nt for concerted

multl1ater3l co~ration for the protection of the environment.

Thirdly, there i. an urgent need folt' the international comnunity to set aside

nst additional financial resources, which should, inter alia, be used to enable

~cce.. to and transfer of environ_ntally 80Wld technologies. At. ternative

technologi~s should be ..de available to the developing countries on concessional

I'oUrthly, alnce developed countries account for the bulk of the production and

r.aponaibillty in the ...rch for long-tel'. re.dies for global environ-.nt

plotection _d Mould _k. the _jor cOI\tribution to international efforts to

r.~ oonauaptlon of 8uch 8~batanoe••

.... ,
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(Mr. Hasmy', Malays la)

The Group also reiterated that meaBu~es taken at the international level

should take full account of the existing asymmetry and glObal production and

consumption patte£n and should consciously seek t~ redress this problem.

Similar views were expressed during the ninth summit conference of the

non-aligned countries at Belgrade last september.

At the COmmonwealth summit conference currently being held in the Malaysian

capital of Kuala Lumpur, the s~bjeet of the environment has figured prominently,

resulting in the w:elease of a cLclaration entitled the wLangkawi Declaration en

Environuentw• The Declaration reflects, as I stated earlier in the second

Cotmli ttea, a happy ccnvergence of views of some developed and developing countries

in constructlYely addressing the vatioue issues as well as in making specific

recol!lllendations for finding solutions. That augurs well and could contribute

positively to mutually beneficial co~peration en a global basis on this

all-important subject.

It is important to recall that there have been other positive statements on

the environment by leaden of reg tonal 9tOUPS as well.

We believe these views expressed at the summit meeting of the non-aligned

count~ies, the Kuala Lumpur Commonwealth summit meeting and the Group of 77

constitute important inputs for the proposed United Nations conference on

environment and development. That conference, tenta tively scheduled for 1992, will

provide an important opportunity to address environmental and developmental issues

in an integrated manner. The conference should not be allowed to turn out to be a

mece technical or aeademic meeting. It should serve as a forum to diseuss and

devise comprehensive approaches that would tackle the mutually reinforcing problems

of environment and development. At the very outset 1 wish to state categorieally

'..~ ... ','

't
, ,.~ ",:

'.i»w;l~~~
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(Mr .. Hasmy, Malaysia.)

that it would be fallacious to assume that developing cOWltries would make

unrealistic demands on the proposed conference in regard to development issues and

thus change its nature.

We believe all countries realize that environment and development is not a

North-south issue.. However, there is concern anong developing countries that when . :1

we broach the proposed 1992 conference on environment and development the developed

countries will inordinately pursue environmental issues without equally addressing,

and committing themselves to finding solutions to, the problems and shortcomings of

development that directly impinge on environment. I

I
-I
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(Mt. Hasmy p Malaysia)

Development md envi~CIIlment considera tians are not nutually exclusive J one

need not take place at the expense of the other. Mdl tionally, developed countries

should not hastily resort to discriminatory policies and admlnlst~ative practices

against developing countries ostensibly on the basis of environmental

considerations.

I wish to stress that developed countries account for the bulk of the

production and consumption of enviraunentally damaging substances. They,

therefore. should bear the main responsibility in the search for long-term remedies

for the purpose of 910bal environmental protection and should make the major

contributions to international efforts to reduce consumption of such substances •

. It is necessary to restate this fact to prevent any misinterpretation of the

o~jeetives and desires regarding the outcome of the 1992 conference, and so that

both the substantive and the organizational aspects of the conference, the Group

process we should be mak ing a bad st-art tbat would affect the outcome of the

Mmittedly, there appear to be some d1 f,l:erences over hC* to bring all the

With regard to the organizational aspects of th~ propoeed conference, I wish

to refer to my statement at the summer session of the Economic: and Social Council

wishes to emphasise that if there were disagreement regarding the preparatory

parties concerned under the one Umbrella of the United Nations. The Group of 77

participation md a secretariat. This preparatory committee, Which should be a

there should be no ba~k-pedalllng with regard to responsibility for environmental

degradation.

during the discussion on 13 July 1989 on the convening of the United Nations

conference, with far-reaching conseQUences for all of us. Given the importance of

should include the establishment of a preparatory committee with universol

conference on environment and development. I stated that the preparatory process

cOlllllittee of the whole, haste be established by the General AssenblYe
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(Mr. Hasmy, Malaysia)

intends to hold further discussions with all parties in search of a consensus. The

issue of the conference is too important to suffer from division.

Consultations are now in process which point to a framework that will reflect

universal participation and allow for inputs from all sectors and organizations in

the preparatory process. The venue for the preparatory committee is also under

consultation, with sound cases being made for ita being. ,_...d in Me Olr IIOre than

one venue.

All the aspects that I have referred to must be the subject of co_on

agreement at an early date. At the same tine, I must emphasize categorically that

the Group of 77 is fully aware and deeply conscious of the significance of the

proposed conference Md would not: rush to take hasty deciSions. On the venue of

the proposed conference, the Group of 77 supports acceptance of Brazil's offer to

host the conference.

Before concluding, I wish to reiterate that we are in the midst of

consultation and wll1 be better placed to discuss the various aspects at the

appropriate time during the course of this session of the General Assembly.

Mr. KRYZHANOVSKY (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic) (interpretation

from Russian), From this rostrum during the general debate, which ended recently,

Beads of State or GoYernment, ministers, well-kno.. statesmen and virtually all

States MenDers of the United Nations drew the attention of the world co_unity to

existing problems providing a rather colourful msalc of life today on our planet.

An analysis of the general debate sbows that ecology was stated by virtually all

delegations to be, 1f not the _jOt ptiodty, on a par in its significance and

seriousness with such problems as those of disarmament and the settlement of

that we are now discussing this here in the plenary meeting, and a great deal of

regional conflicts ..d crisis situations. Furttler, evidence of this is the fact
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(Mr. Kryahanov.ky~ Ukrainian SSR)

attentioft is usually paid to what happens in tha plenary aetl1\48 of thif General

Aaaelbly.

In the year that has passed since the adopUon of f4tsolutioll 43/196, one of

¥hose sponsors was ~le Ukrainian Soviet Socialist gepublic, there has been a wide

exchange of views on ~8ic work and organ1:ational ..tters pertaining to the

holding of the conference in 1992. 1 would .nUon in particular the intensive

discussions at the fifteenth session of the Governing Council of the United Nations

Environ_nt Progra•• (UNEP) and the IiUllWier &ession of the Econo.ic and Social

COUncil.

United Nations of the 1992 conference on ellvirClh_nt md devlllop-ertt. The

think about the Elstablishaent of new international ecolog1cal bodies.

One of the results of the discussions of w!llch we have taken note is

the level of representation. Bearing ill .1nd the seriousne.s _d iaportance of

feCOC)ni tion of the existcnc~ of a direct proportionate link between the .expansion

There is a focus for our joint efforta, .and that is the holding within the

-are effective and rapid solutions to ecological probleu nationally, since

pollution of the environllent knows no national bciUndaries, ecological barriefs or

of international co-operation in connection with ecology and the p)s81billty of

obstacles. Aa we see it, there is al80 a ..tual underst_ding to the effect thet

we eust collectively set the existing international ..chinery in .otiOR and perhaps

significance and productiveness of the conference will depend to a great oxtent on

polltical level.

There i8 already SO" experience of holding ecological conferences at a high

level. We are thinking here of the Buropean Conference In 1979, which resulted 1n

the signing Of a Convention on long-range tranlbOUn~ryair pollution, an

today'cs ecological prObl."J and the significance of the work tlb1Ch ••its the

conference, we support the view that it should be held at the highHt possible
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(Mr. Krysbanovsky, Ukrainisn SSR)

lnatru.nt whiCh it is no exaggeration to AY dtter!l1ned the bftlth of the

endrowaent in Eor~. ~ay the scope of the 1979 Convention has been expanded by

nfIW protoeo~.· Tbe '1992 conference, which .,Ul bave high""l"'.l representation,

Govern_nu witb regard to various .aspects of 5cti\,lties to solve basic ecological

probl....

At ita fifteenth .ssion the WBP Governing COUncil deYoted a great deal of

attention to defining priorities &Dd activities. Many vieW$ were expressed

regarcling pdoritlea for the ecological probl•• on which the 1992 conference is to

focus ita attention. Po reaecnable coaproDise an the selectlcn of priorities that

truly reflects their global significance .uat be reached. In this connection we

agree with the listing in paragraph 4 of the annex to oNBP ~ernlng COuncil

resolution 15/3, which has been drawn up takill9 into account the latest

achieve.nUin science and teChnology Mcl the vie.,. of the aajodty of States in

the various regions ancS at differing levels of develor-ant.

The United Nations .yst.. has acculU1ated a great deal of experience in

determining joint prog~...e8 of action on the oonsecruenceB of existing ecologicIll

proble... B!caaples in recent tiMe include the intensification of the fight

against the depletion of tlte ozone layer and action to protect .,ildlife.

Doctors have always Ga14 that it is e..ler to prevent an illnQss than to cure

ite Therefore, the conference should direct special attention to the adoption of

preventive ..asuree with re<Jard to .. jor caus.s of the cSeterioration of the

ecological situation. In this connection, "" believa that it is very illlPOrtant for

the conference to considtlr the possibility of th. United Nations aystea being ued

-', t-

,

.,LM..,;,.~
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~E'. ICryahanov8ky, Ukrainian 581\)

to IIDnltcl' 800109i031 e_rgenciea, take action when e_rgency situations adee IIId

work cut ways of correcting theit coneecruences. '1b enSUfl! the successful

c<*pletton of such tasks w could, without waiting fex 1~92, establish a Uni~d

Na.tionel centre for e_;,~ncy ecological assistance.
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result of thfl 1972 Conference, and it i" Quite proper that t~o decades later its

deliberative bodie. should prepare for the next world-wide forum.

IAitt _ now Bay a few words about the prepara tions for the conference. We

~gree ~lth the view - expressed in decision 15/3 of UNEP's Governing COUncil - that

the Council co~d act as an intergovernmental committee. UNEP WM established as a

The reco..ndations of the conference concerning the mnvtlrsion of a part of

the ~ited Nations system in carrying out their final recolllllendations.

finlflce for which would be obtained by voluntary contributions frCllll States,

(Mr. Kryzhanovsky, Ukrainian SSR)

we trlllt that the establishment of such a centre will IRke a'\ important

The conference could also promote a free and rapid exchange of information on

financial resources and possible sources of finance if decisions that have been

At the sa_ tillle there IIUSt be a collective evaluation of reauirements,

~ccidents~ Here, we see the role of eXistl~g international organizations - fir.st

expenditure throu~h genuine disarmament measures.

adopted are to be cOlapUed with succeasfully. We have mentioned repeatedly the

possible establishment of a special international ecological trust fund, the

organizations and individuals, as well as byway of a reduction of military

and forellOSt, the Unibtd Nations Environment ProgramD!, (UNEP) - being

strengthened. It would therefore be a good idea for the conference, in ene way or

anothe!', to highlight the Obligations of bodies, organizations Md programmes in

scientific policy on the environment, on the ecological situation and on

contribution towards achieving the practical benefits of international

.111tary productive capacity to environmental-protection measures could, wi thin a

co-operation - so_thing still lacking in the international organs of the United

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library
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(Kt. ((ryzhanovsky. Ukrainian SSR)

There are two points of view as to the activi ties of the prepara tory

cOIBittee. One is that it should be given IIOre freedom to define its own agenda.

The second ia that the scope of its activities should be defined clearly S\d that

it should be given relevant instructions, at an international, intergovernmental

level.

Ne do not underestimate the possibilities of the fUture committee, but we must

point out that it is only three years until the beginning of the conference .,d

that a great deal has yet to be done. we must try to free the preparatory

CClllllittee from routine ..d give it leeway for truly creative activity. we shou~./'~

a1ao try to ensure that the entire preparatory process" as well as the conference

itself, involves the miniDUm financial expenditure.

As regards the title of the conference, we have already received at least

10 valid suggestions. we would draw attention to the faet that ita proposed

mandate is basically in keeping with the goals and tasks of international

ecological security, one of the initiatotB of which, in the United Nations, was the

Ukrainian SSR.

We hope that, with joint efforts, we will be successful in preparing a

representative forum - so_thing that is expected by the world community. The

decisions of the forum must beco_ the basis of a progrl1mme 'for improving the

environment on Earth.

The PRF:SIDllNT, The role and contribution of women in the field of

environment and development is very impor~ant. It is with that in mind that I

invite the representative of New Zealand, Dame Ann Hercu8, to address the Asselbly.

na_ Ann HERCUS (New Zealand), New Zealand's Pd_ Minister,

Mr. Geoffrey Pal.er, spoke to this forum three wee.k8 ago. He spoke of gl~l

ecological interdependence and of theplvotal role of the United Nations in
, ,

ensuring international co-operation to protect thi8 planet. He also stres.ed the

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library
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in particular. We are very'conscious of the co-ordinating role of ONEP on

We have participated actively in subsequent debate on the Objectives of the

proposed conference and how theGe might be achieved. We acknowledge the major

We see it as imperative that this session of the General Assembly set in

motion preparations for the conference on eLvironment and development by producing

I should like to draw the Assembly's attention to the declaration - known as

the imperative of sustainable development as the central theme of international

Last year, New Zealand was pleased to be a sponsor of resolution 43/196. The

global environmental issues within the United Nations ay.tem, and this conference

adoption of that ~esolution by consensus wes a demonstration of the concern felt by

of Mr. Mostafa Tolba, has already made, and m~.t continue to make, in respect of

working constructively at this session to complete the groundwork for a successful

a clear, coherent and effective strategy. New Zealand is therefore committed to

the world's pressing environmental problems.

all delegations at the threats to our environment, as well as of their awareness of

Heads of Government pled~ed their full support for the convening of the United

of Government of 49 States members of the Commonwealth. In this important

the Langkavi Declaration - issued on 21 OCtober, just a few days ago, by the Heads

toreiterate New Zealand's strong support for a United Nations conference in 1992

whose purpose is to come up with legal, political and institutional solutions to

nexus between. environment and development. I therefore welcome this opportunity

economic activity.

commitment to co-operathe action to protect and conserve the world's environment,

contribution the United Nations Environment Programme (ONEP), under the leadership

conference. We intend to particlp~te fUlly In the preparatory process and in the

l\E/bg
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(Dame Ann Hercus, New Zealand)
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AE/bg

until ,l"'Jne 1992, we cannot delay major decisions lIitU the first meeting of the

that at this session we will agree on a clear path of action, which, in turn, will

The issues this conference will address are both numerous and complex. Our hope is

By the time this Assembly adopts a resolution convening a conference on

and on the preparations for it. I was careful not to close off options. Rather, I

particularly helpful.

indicate~ New Zealand's wish for a conference in which all would be able to

environmental matters and of the constructive way in which it has intera~ted with

views on many aspects of the conference. Ql that oceas ion I had the honour of

In this regard, the elements contained in the annex to decision 15/3 are

give particular attentiCX1 to the objectives, content and scope of the conference.

decision 15/3 and the attached annex, the Council provided a wealth of guidance for

F.eonomicand Social Council, United Nations Members had a further opportunity to

In r41y this year the fifteenth session of UNEP's Governing Council, held in

the many other United Nations bodies c~osely involved in environmental matters.

. .
outlining my country's general views on the aims and structure of the conference

evaluation at this session. It is worth recalling that the Council was invited to

environment and development, barely 30~months will be available for preparation.

would produce results. We are very conscious of the need for flexibility and

express their views on the conference. It was clear that there is a diversity of

preparatory colllni ttee. We therefore bel ieve that the General AsSElDbly must ensure·

participate, one that would show the way forward, md, most important, one that

prevent wasteful delay du!:lng the preparatory process. With barely 30 months to 90

goodwill on the part of all members.

. Nairobi, dedicated itself to the task given to it by resolution 43/196. By its
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diversity of approach.

(Dame Ann Serous, New Zealand)
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Protection Council. Ife did not envisage that ouch an organization would replace

a new org. in the tbited Nations system, {)erhaps to be called the Environmental

,
., 11.\

international co-operation to halt emrironmental degradation. When New Zealand's

Prime Ministe~ addressed this session he spoke of the need for the establishment of

Resolution 43/196 requires that the Assemly at this session look at the scope

results. New Zealand believes that high priority must be accorded to the serious

environmental problems such as climate change, ozone depletion, desertification and

At the same time, priorities must be set if the conference is to achieve

'~e Conference will need to consider: insti tutional meChanisms for ensuring

acknowledge that States Memer. may have different perspectives en the global

should be given to the need for ClOl!'Patibility between developmental a..,a

and objectives of the conference. The work contained in UNEP decision 15/3 on

drought, conservation and protection of endangered species. Particular priority

environment. For this conference to be meaningful, it must acknowledge that

priority themes and the definition of objectives contained in the preanbular

resources and effort by Brazil, and see this as a further demonstration of its

principle of sustainable development.

sections of resolution 43/196 are, as 1 have already said, helpful. We mmt all

To contribute to:the process ahead of U3 this session, I wish to outline the
, .

view of Ne~ Zealnd; on key aspects of the Conference and the process for ita

commitment to the preservation and enhancement of. the global.environment within the

ML'l'/ljb

conference. ,We appreciate that this offer will represent 'a 'major commitment of

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



I

A/44/pV.38
17

(.!!!._ Ann .rcus, Nw Zealand)

••18t1D9 bocSl. aucb • OR.. It woulcS be _powered to co-ordinate dtc1aion. en
.ylr..-tal promotioR, Dd It would b4t .-powered to take binding decisions. NlN

.)

1ea1•• beli... it wUl be lsportmt to due... thl. issue at the conference,
"UblD tile oontltxt of • ClOnaidtration of con.ti tutional -.cb_is... In the s..
aaa••• it wiU 6180 be lapoEt..t to evaluate the perforlllftC8 of the itaited

..tlOlla uiatint institutiona in dealing with 8"iron_nt and de"elqaent IS8~1I•

••• ftM:ional •• r ..lonal perapecU"e. It i. ~'I1••ntial that consideration of such
OCIDOWftII be en tbe b.i. of the wlcJellt pouible participa t1on. The prepara tory
__ttae -.at be open to all Mellbers of the QlitecS Nations. It follc..,

tlaenfan, that _tillCJa moulcS be beld at • ,,_ue eneuring _xl_ participation.
Qal, one .UCIl loaatiOft _l.ta, UdtacS Ratione lIeadquarters. We are avare, of

ooane, of tbe atrong pcef.rMce of 80. fcc other "enu.., including Geneva and
...lbl, "Uobl. 'Jb .cao~cSam .actl concern., ve woulcS be ~epar.cS to see the

......toIt caaalttH belcS its .e.iona in llare tb8ft one locaticn.

!be four ...lofta of the ~epar.tory co_ittee being pcoposed will not be able
to ... all IlIIPftcu of the pce...atocy peoce.., noe mould ... expect the. to. 'l'be
Qaltlt. "tion• .,.•• _t be fully engagecS In thl. prOCll.S .. well. We .olco__.018_ of tbe 8Icretarr-Glneral to t •• personal OI'er.igbt of the work of the
UR fo,,,. of the MIIlnlatr.tiye eo.it"e an CO~r41n.tion (ACQ. Squally
.....t.t wUl be tile parttc1patitiD of __era in tbe cSellbera tions _dertaken by
.,.dal.......ncl••• other organ. of the Gllt.cS "tion. _ifate.. A particular
.,e-t _t be _ell to _able dwe1op1n4-eo~tryparticipation, ..pecially .ere
• trIM .e not nor.lly able to be ~~.._~cs. My delegation is

pgtloUl.l, oaaaoio. that liillfty of tbe a.11 1.1I11d-ltat.. in tbe SCluth Pacific
..... tD be y.rt' e.;~~doualy affectecS by cliab Cb_ge. 'fbel~ 90ice a..et... to be-.......

'~~,~:~~
~ t,}
~.~

.. ~~

,¥;~
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(Dame Ann Hercus, New Z!taland)

It is not ray intention to take this opportunity to debate the ranqe of other
QUestions concerning the nature and operation of the preparatory process. These
are beat left to the infoE'lIal negotimtion process upon which consenaus can be
built. I do vish, however, to join others in this debate who have eapbas1:led the
ilaportance of eetabUshing at this session the real coats of convening and

pt'~paring for this conference. We mu,.~ approach this ajor colalitllent in full
knowledge of the costs of our actions and with a willingnesev if neces8a~, to
accept the reordering of other activities to meet our new priorities.

Finally, thl:'ougt.oot this debate, md alongside the diverse ..d at times
divergent views expressed by other speakers, there has been a colllllOn thread, one
which demonstrates the determination of Members to make this major endeavour a
success. As we all start along the road to June 1992, I am pleased to co_it fIf;/

country to what the report of the World Commission on Environment and Develo~nt

so aptly called ·our common futGre·.

Mr.' PEJIC (Yugoslavia) a The representative of Malaysia presented general

Vi~WD of the Group of 77 on the United Nations conference on environment and

develcpnent, which we share and support. Since the environaent is a global

problf!ll, affecting all countries, and is becoming one of the priority areas of
international co-operation, my delegation would like to contribute to joint
reflections on the character of the conference .,d on the nature of its preparation.

Environllilntal problell8 that confront us today are hardly new, but only

recatntly have we begun to caaprehend their caaplexlty. Our _in concern in the
past was, 1f I lIay say so, directed at how to accelerate development without

sufficient consideration of how it would affect the envlr:on.nt. Today .. are no
leas concerned how to continue development and protaet the environment, otherwise,
environ_ntal degradation may dallpen or fever.. economic deve!oplllmt.
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Alrarene.s of the environ~thas been with .. for lUny years. -As early as

1969, the f01'_1' Secretary-Gtneral of the United Nations, the late (1 'J.'Iwtt, POinted

totali. prObl., saying I

-!be the first ti_ In the history of bu.nity a crisis of wo~ldvide scope has

co. into existence cancerning the relations of man to his environment.­

'!\renty years later, this cdsls ls 8S8Ul1ing worriso. proportions and appears

In vadous for_. the depletion of the OZone layer, the qceemouse etfeet,

desertification, abject poverty and underdevelqlment.
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In spi~ of great efforts at national Md international levels Md the results

achieved since the Stockholm Conference, the degradation of ~he environ.ent is

continuing at a ~apld pace and assuming staggering proportions. In this too, like

everywhere else, there exists a clear relationship between causes and effects. So

f~r we have dealt .. inly with effects. From now on, however, we must deal with the

causes in order to prevent further degradation without affecting developaent. That

would have to be a -ain objective of the conference.

As the biggest polluters of the environment the developed countries must

natu~ally bear the largest Rhare of responsibility for the re-establishment of the

disrupted balance of nature. For developing countries growth and development

re_in the main levers of the preservation and protection of the environment, since

poverty reduces the capacity of the people to use natural ~esources in a

sustainable .anner.

The difficult economic situation in developing countries and the acuteness of

the economic and social problems are a primary concern of those countries and

negatively affect their ability to manage their environment. ~ternal debt, net

outflow of resources and obsolete technology cOllpound the imbalances, M dell1eloping

nations are generally influenced by - hut unable to influence - international

economic relationA.

The conference on environment and development therefore provides an

opportunity to view the numerous probleu facing all cOllltries in the light of

econo-ic and ecological interrelationship and _tual interests. we must rid

ourselves of certain past illusions. Attempts to preserve social and ecological

stabiU ty through old apprOlSches to developllent and to environmental protection

vUl in fact increase instahility.

New environmentally sound teChnologies must be diffused more rapidly to all

countries. National and international nor.. that regulate the transfer of
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tecbnology _t be changed. The regulation and practice established a century ago

have to be replaced by a ne., r89i.. Developing countdes ESt have access to

the.. technologies on concessional terllS. Financial assistance to and support for

developing countries that will enable the. to protect the environaent without

coaproalaing their develop_nt objectives and 'priorities are'of paraBDunt

laportance ..

The growing concern over the effects of environmental degradation an present

and futuce generations vas fully reflected in the deliberations of the Ninth

Conference of Read. of state or Govern_nt of the Non-Aligned Countries in

Belgrade, where the protection of the enviran.nt vas accorded high priority.

That su.-it conference expressed the readiness of all non-aligned countries to

strengthen and pro~te international co-operation in the. field of the enviran.nt.

It welcoMed tbe convening of the United Nations conference on environllent and

develo~nt in 1992 as an laportant opportunity to address environ1lental and

developaent issues in an integrated IUnner and supported BrazU's offer to heet the

conference.

I should like to eRphasise that such an t.portant conference should be

extr'eaely well prepared and environMent .,cS develop_nt should be accorded eQual

attention. In addi tioD, the problell of a4cSi tioraal fi.nancial resources lUst not be

d1srega~ded ,in tbe. preparatlona. The proposal of Mr. Rajiv Gandhi, the pd_

Minister of India, presented in Belgrade, to establish a planet ~oteetion fund

under the aeg18 of the United Nations, i. reflected in the separate mau.nt on

en1rinOnaent of the non-aligned sUMlt conference. We support the proposal. It

desarves to be carefully aoneldered in the preparatory process for the conference

and at the Conference ltaelf.

Aa to the aechailia. to.: the preparation of the conference, ay delegation is in

favour of an intergovern.ntal preparatory COMitt.. , open to cual participation
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by all countries, both Mellber and non-taellber Stt\tes of the Un! ted NI ticns. Expert
assistance to the conaittee shOlJ1d be provided by both the Secretadat of the

Uni ted Ha tions Environllent Pmi\l.a.. ("EP) and the Secretar iat of the Uni ted
tetions.

All relevant international organs and organizations of the United Nations

.yat_ as well as 80_ relevant non-qovernllental organizations would have to be

involved in and Rake their contribution to the preparation of the conference.

We hope that in the negotiations at this session of the General Assellbly other
pertinent issues will be resolved.

In conclusion, let me note my delegation's conviction that the spirit of

co-operation and full respect for the interests of all cOll1tries Jlust prevail both
In the preparatory process for the conference and at the conference itself.. Only

on that buis can we expect successful results and their illlplellltntat,lon.

Mr. WILENSKI (Australia) s Over two years ago the It)rld Collllllesion an the

Environment md Development showed clearly t"at the _jor ch8l\9OS caused by human

numers and activi~es are threatening the security, welll-being and very survival

of 11fe en this planet. The CoIIJIission called for intern.ational action and
co-operation to achieve a Najor reorientation of many policies and institutional
arrangements at national and international levels to facilitate action.

L~ke 80 many others, Australia has welcomed the CO!llllission's report. ThE:

underlying concept of .Qltainable development, the analysis of the causes and

effects of the environmental threats facing the world, and the action recolllllended
to address these threats are common elements in both the CollJAlssion' s recomllWH'HJed

global action plan and Australia's own national approach to global envitonaental
problellS.

The report of the World COlllllisslon on Environment and Development - or the

Brundtland report - irrespective of its ol:wious merits, will be worthless unless we
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filtd ways to convert it and other such reports into practical, Maningful

progr.... and, with sufficient resources, set about the task of protecting and

promtlng our planet's envircn..t. .. tlxpeet the 1992 conference, to which ..

give our strong s'lPPOrt, tCI play. the key role In this conversion procesiJ. It Is

also a cdtical test for the Uni~d Nations syet.... 'i:he emrlron-.nt has e_rged as

the _jor new prob1ea wbf~ch can be 801ved only by international co-operation. Will

the United Nations systl'. riM to thl. challenge with co-operative action. or; vill

the illpetue to action be sub_rged, as our critics contend, in a torrent of words

and resolutions wh11fl practical ..uures are devised elsewhere? 'ltae responsihility

lies heavily on us t40re in the General humly to ensure that the Organization

..ta the test and rises to the challenge.

For the 1992 conference to he successful, we shall need at this stage to find

answers to two basic QUe.tions. first, what should be the objectives of the

conference and, soccncUy, in the light of those objectives hew cen we but prepare

for a successfUL conference outcom&?

A good 8ign-poet to assist with the rirst questions, that of objectives, i8

contained in the recent decision of the Governing COuncil of the United Nations

EnvirolUllent Progrtl_O ({MEP) on the 1992 cohference. Cen~ral to that decision were

the calla for the conference to de) the followingl review the state of the

envlronaent, identify strategies on a nation~l, regloi\al and global ba,ls, define

guidelines to protect the environ.nt through preventative action at the 80U1:CeS,

with action to be taken within a particular UIle-fr&lle' plan for better information

flow on environ_ntaUy 8~lI'ld technologies and enVil'OSlllBntal manage_ot, prollOte

institutional capacities to address environmental .-tter. In the context of

eCCl'lOllic and aoelal developllent processeeu and quanti fy the CQlt8 of conference

decisions and reco..ndatlofts.

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



.- "
.. 1.,;

A!44/PV.38
25

(Mr. Milan.ki, Australia)

'fIlat is a good, lXaotlcal ag_da. At the .... tt., in .eti:ing conference

Ob:t~ly.s w. aut aUow for the fact that not all national and regional agendas

an alilEe. we n..d to be sens! tive to differences In perspective. In

indUltriall••d countries, discu••lon about the desirability of envlronaentally

.camd cd s_talned develop.nt tends to-phuhe the need for sUliltalnabllity,

_"I'M", by contrut, the e.ula in poorer countries tends to be on the need for

r
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Both developing and developed countries h&ve legi tiate concerns which Should be

heard, the conDtructive co-operation of both I., necessai'y. Therefore, without

loslng sight of its basic envlrcnmental focW!l, the conference IIlUBt take into

account the coaplex interrelationships between EnvlronlHSlt and develOptle!'iit in a

balanced way, end should not shy ~way from discussion, for example, of the need to

prollDte a more supportive international e...'""OnoH¥.

'l'ne second question concerns conference preparations. This is not just a

aatter of getting the bureaucratic accoutrements right, it is above all an

easential condl t1cnlng process, ald is closely related to conference objectives.

An taportant principle is that there should be the greatest and most equitable

lnvolvetent by all countries in conference prepara tiORS. We believe that this

~uld be facilitated by the preparatory cOlIIDittee being an open-ended United

tet10na BnvircmlllMt Program. (tJNEP) Governing COuncil., but we are ready to

consider other proposals as long as they are effective. Also, it would be fitting

for the conference to be held in a developing country - md I wish today to

announce our support for Brazil's generous offer to be the host.

we must also enSUl'e that the conference receives proper SUbstantive inputs.

The UNEP/World Meteorological Organization ~O) Intergovernmental Panel on Cliaate

Change (IPCC), in which Australia is pJ,aylng an active part, ls working well and i8

on track to provide much needed scientific assessments &nd proposals on response

strategies. Local and regional perspectives will also be important inputs, and

regional conferences are being organized with 1992 in mind. In the Asian and

Pacific region next year, for example, there will be a ministerial-level conference

on the environment. As a further prelude to the 1992 conference, Au8tra~ia will

host an international conference cm the envirCllment of the Asian md southern

hemisphere regions in 1990-91.
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Similarly, we must activ~ly engage individual ci~Ben8 and community groups

effects of their opera tlons, espec tally in regard to the envlrcnllent. III

Both industry andgovemnent lP therefore, stand to benefit frOll working

Aa vell as Govemllll!l\ts, the Brmdtlan4 report urges that cl tizens,
non-gov_l'naantal organizations and industry should become involved enviranllentally,
and this 18 an 188ue that has not yet been fully addressed in our preParations.

The need !Or participation by industry and the private sector generally 1s

Lase month, in Canberra, on a ditferent Issue - chemical weapons - some

'together more closely.- (A/42/421, p. 321; para. 75)

-Industry is on the leading edge of the interface between people and the
environaunt. It Is perhaps the _in lnstru_nt of change that affects the
environmental resource bases of development, both positively and negatively.

clear. New envirauaental standards and practices which may be l'ecolllimded t?Y the

__pie, with the introduction of nev tax structures, new prodllet codes !l\d
pollution charges and other: disincentives. As the Brundtland report reminds us on

1992 conference are likely to have major flow-ons. for .industries globally, for

proce•• by taking into account the '11e. of· thou acet. directly affeetad. at lUny

and the non-9overn_ntal organ13a tiClft ccamuni ty in dialogue on the envtran.nt In
order to proatte c:o-.unlty awarene8. and' also to ass1st the p)llcy formulation

400 representatives of 65 countries and the world's chemical lnd4stry successfully
gathered to reinforce and give fresh momentum to the negotiation of a

wu highlighted by Pd.. Min is ter Hawe when, in open1nl) the conference, he
readnded delegates that.

"','
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the i.pending environmental dangers.

The consequences of unwarranted economic and other types of human a~ivity

In preparigg for the 1992 conference we need to involve all these important

issues it is the non-governmental organizations which have alerted Governments to

illplementation.

to involve more players. and. to flesh out their roles. But above all we need to

Much of course remains to be done Sol' the successful staging of the 1992

pr-ide of place not only in the United Nations. Their solution will determine the

Russian), Issues pertaining to the preservation of the environment no doubt take

Mr. NIKULIN (Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic) (interpretation from

In closing, I would stress that the 1992 conference is not an end in itHelf -

pollution of water resources and the lack of clean drinking-water, desertification

struggle for the survival of mankind. The depletion of the ozone layer~ acid rain,

it is part of a.process ending in action.

we omit the harmful consequences of the arms race and military conflicts on the

Flayers outside the government sector. By doing so - though the process is

complex - we will get bette~ policies with better prospects for successful

stable and ecologi~ally secure development of the world, as they are part of the

have, so to spaak, made their contributions to the above-mentioned list. Nor can

conference as the first act of a nuch larger production on environment in the 1990s

and beyond. We have an outline of a script, but it needs greater clarity. Me need

ensure that this part of the production f1 ts with later acts and that, at the end

of the entire performance, an audience - humankind in an environmentally secure

environrw:nt. In addi tion, there ""re industrial accidents. For III in Byeloruas1e,

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



important step in that dii'ection.

means is an urgent requirement of our times. The 1992 international conference on

share and support. Overcoming the glObal threat to the environment and ensuring

A/44/PV.38
29-30

JSM/edd

universal ecological security through the speediest possible and most effective

roubles. we can only carry out this programme through joint efforts, cmd we
welcome th~ activities of some organizations that have lent assistance to the

problems. No me countrY alone can 'deal with them. We need internatimal

(Mr. Nikulin, Byelorussan SSR)

this Is not simply an abstraction - there is Chernobyl and the conseQuences of the

Byelorussian SSR in helping to eliminate the conseouences of the Cherncbyl ~isaster.

By and large, ecological problems are by their very nature trans-boundary

requires new. ecological thinking. It is precisely this concern for a safe
environment for mankind that dictated the Soviet proposal to establish, within the

environment and development I.I1der: the aegis of the United Nations will be an

Un! ted Nations', a centre for emergency ecological assistance - a view we fully

co-operation in order to preserve nature. The possibilities of overcoming negative
phenomena are rightly connected with disarmament and the.ensuing release of
material and intellectual resources. The ecological situation in the world also

accident at the nuclear power-station. The Republic is drafting a comprehensive
programme for the years 1990-1995 to eliminate the conseQuences of the accident'and

- to ensure safe life for the PoPUlation, which will reauire more than i6 billion
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The Byelorussian SSR, 1n its response pursuant to General Assembly resolution

43/196, expressed support for the convening of a high-level conference. We trust

that that conference will define a strategy for ecological development and will

become a very important event in environmental protection activities at the

international level. In our reply we set forth our opinion of what should be done

by the United Nations, its bodies and the international community in the near

future in order to preserve the environment.

We would now simply like to emphasize that our strategy in the field of
•

enviranmental protection should be realistic, and it can be so only if it is based

on all the aspects of the problem - ecological, political, social, scientific and

technological, and legal, if it takes into account the concrete condi tions and

possibilities of different countries and groups of countries, if it contains

economic and legal guarantees, to be observed by all States, for ecologically clean

development in the world, and, of course, if it takes into account the scope and

seriousness of global ecological problems today.

We note with satisfaction Brazil'S offer to serve as host for the 1992

conference. In our view, we should use the time remaining constructively and

undertake practical preparation for the conference. In order to achieve positive

results, we believe it important that all the forthcoming international ecological

meetings and relevant activities in the sphere of environmental protection be

directed towards preparation for the 1992 conference and contribute to it.

We should emphasize the importance of the efforts of other international

organizations, groups of countries, and individual States at the expert, national,

regional and interregional levels, efforts undertaken with a view to con~ider1ng

and adopting concrete actiOi'l to preserve the environment. It is extremely

. :~
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important to us that there are Europeca meetings taking place, in particular the

conference in Sofia as part of the pan-European process, and the h1gh-level

conference in Bergen.

Wi thout any doUbt, we need to enhance the roles of the United Nations and its

Secudty Council, the In ternational Court of Jus tice, other relevant Un! ted Na tions

structures, all the organizations and bodies within the United Nations system -

first and foreJlX)St the United Nations Environment Programme, the World Health

Organization, the World Meteorological Organization and the Office of the United

Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinat0rt regional economic commissions of the United

Nations, the United Nations Development P~ogranune, the World Bank, and other

development bodies in the sphere of preserving the environment. The Economic and

Social Council has been called upon to play the leading role in this connection.

we need to put to good use everything achieved by the international comnunity

in developing co~peration in ecology. We therefore support the initiative of

Czechoslovak ia and the Ukrainian SO\'iet Socialigt Republic on the environment.

Issues pertaining to the preservation of the environment should fiot be made

the subject of ideological dispute. They require in-depth analysis, well-pondered,

concrete, speedy and joint action in order to achieve positive results. Measures

on the national level alone to preserve the environment are insufficient, we need

joint international efforts. Preservation of the environ,ent is becoming

incJ:'easinglya political problem, the subject of international relations. The

States of the Warsaw Treaty, in their well-known document entitled "The

Consequences of the Arms Race for the Enviraunent and Other: Aspects of Ecological

Security·, have called upon the world co_unity to set basic (li~ections for

international. co-operation in the field of· ecology.
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We hope that at this session the Assembly will provide consensus

•recommendations for preserving the environment and for preparing for the 1992

conference.

Mr. ALVAREZ (Philippines), It is very gratifying to note that the

question of the environment is now receiving unprecedented political attention

world-wide. The international community has indeed come a long way in according

that issue its rightful plaCi: in the deliberations of individual Governments and

the united Nations itself.

Eighteen. years ago, at the United Nations Stockholm Conference on the Human

~nvironm6nt, the international community first recognized the global character of

environmental protection. Consequently, the United Nations Environment Programme

(UNEP) was established. SUbseauently, in the early 1980s, UNEP embarked on a

project resulting in the report "Environmental perspective to the Year 2000 and

Beyond". At ahout the same time, work was in progress at the Commission 01\

Environment and Development undeT the skilful guidance of the then Prime Minister

of Norway, Mrs. Gro Harlem Brundtland.

On 27 April 1987 the COblnisBion released its report, "Our Common FUture",

which challenges Governments to pursue that development which considers

environmental protection as an inseparable component of economic growth. It also

challengeeo the relevant United Nations agencies to reorient their policies and

programmes in accordance with that new development philosophy. Like the

Commission' s report, UNEP's "Environmental Perspective to the Year 2000 and Beyond"

concluded that the solutions to ~erious environmental problems, whether global,

regional, or national, depend to a very large extent on the full integration of

environmental considerations in the development process.
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The response of the Philippine Government was focused on a new understanding

of the consideration of the environment and development. In 1986 we reorganized

our Department of Natural Resources and named it the Department of Natural

Resources and Environment. One of the principal bureaus of that reorganized

department is the Environmental Management 8ureau, with which all other agencies

and Instrumentalities of the Government work in close co~rdination to ensure that

environmental considerations are given critical importance in the activities of the

Gove~nment.

The decision of the Philippine Government to merge the concerns for natural

resources and for environment under one Department ensures the consideration. of

environ~antal protection in its proper perspective. In forest utilization, for

instance, massive ~forestation and denudation caused havoc on our lll'\ds, and that

brought about new policies that seek to protect the environment.

It is well accepted that pollution has no territorial, much less political,

boundaries and unless the international community deepens its consciousness and

thinks in terms of the common purpose to protect the Earth, surely Std inexorably

it will soon be inhospitable for human habitation.

My delegation and my Government are aware of the continuing efforts undertaken

by the various agencies of the United Nations. We coJmlend them and shall continue

to support those undertakings. We have also followed such international efforts as

the prepar~tion ot a set of goals and principles of environmental assessment, the

Protocol. to the 1985 Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer, the

guidelines on the exchange of information CIl Chemicals in international tr~de, and

the relevant acttvi ties supporting the 1977 Nairobi Plan of Actim to Combat

Desertiflcation.
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The Philippines participated in the preparation of the protocol on

Ch10rofluorocarbons to the 1985 Vienna COnvention for the Protection of the O~one

Layer, and subsequently the Philippine Senate ratified that Protocol.

All that is not enough.. The international oonmunity urgently requires an

agenda of concerted efforts by all Governments. Only then can we address our

common concern of environmental protection adequately within the overriding concern

of promoting sustained growth 8nd development in the developing countries. The

agenda should seek the balance between our co1l1llOn needs in the international

community and the compelling objective of development in individUal developing

countries.

We cannot fall to take note of the fact that the developed cOuntries

throughout the years have been the principal contributors to the degradation of our

global environment ..
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!t is in this perspective that the Philippine Government fully endorses the

convening of an international conference in 1992 to discuss both environment and

de~elopment. At that time it is hoped that our continuing inQuiries will have

further clarified the global agenda to add~ess the degradation of the Earth.

The conference should provide a fresh assessment of the link between

environment and development and how it can be properly addressed in international

relations. Several insights could be brought to bear on this relationship.

Critical 8l'1lOng them is the perception that poverty, in environmental terms, is both

exacerbated by and contributes to environmental deglada tion. In this regard my

delegation believes that the fundamental environmental challenge is how to protect

and safeguard our environment without inhlbi ting economic growth, especially in the

developing world. This can be achieved if supportive measures are implemented by

the in terna tional communi ty through various mu!. tila teral co-opera tion schemes in

favour of the developing countries. That could involve, among others, the setting

aside of net addi tional financ ial resources for environmental co-operation which

could be used to enable access to and transfer of environmentally safe technology.

BQually important is the perceptim that one reason fair the generally 111ft! ted

r'!sponse of developing countries to policy reforms le the wntinuing unfavourable

internatiaral econORlic climate. The external debt problem re_ins insUclIDWltable,

there is a resurgence of protection1Bt measures against the products exported by

the developing countries, and the constriCtion of private and official capital

flows shows no sign of abating.

In order to ensure the successful convening of this international conference

on envlrorullent and develop_nt, it ls important that adequate technical preparation

be undertaken. The General Assembly should establish an intergovern.ental

preparatory cOMBittee participation in which will be open to all States Me8bers of

the tl\ited Nations. The preparatAry co_ittee should i_e~Uat.ly start its work
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..d all pertinent agencies, organs and bodies of the United Nations system should

be enjoined to assist in the work of that intergovernmental preparatory comaittee.

The forty-fifth session of the General Assembly mould review the status of the

preparations undertaken ~ that committee together with the heightened efforts of

all nations in the world in addressing the awesoue problem of enviral1llental

pollution and degradation.

Finally, my delegation supports the proposal that this international

conference on environment atd development be held in a developing comtry, if ally

to dramatize the direct link between ev lronment and development. I am also

pleased to annoUhC'''! that my Government supports Brazil as the venue for the

conference in 1992.

Kr. MOORE (United States of America) I The United States views the 1992

confereilu:e on environment and dovelopment as a prodi<}1ooo challenge for the Uni ted

. Nations system's treatment of glObal envitonmental issues. Coming 20 years after

the meeting in Stockholm, which first engaged the United Nations in a major way on

environmental concerns, it presents an oppor.tunity to review progress since 1972

..d to plan constructive action for the years ahead. tn the view of the United

States" the purpose of the 1992 conference should be to examine environmental

issues in & brCllld scope, with careful attention given to swstainable development in

an envirOMlental context.

The tJnited Nations and its specialized agencies are now heavily engaged in

specific activi ties on the envirmment. The U'li ted Na tions Envirmment Prograa.

(tJ1EP) is probably the single most important offspring of the Stockholm

Conference. OHEP set"e•• the focllS for environmental efforts and the centre of

environaental co-ordination in the United Nations systell and should be strengthened

in this role. '!'be work of the World Meteorological Orgmttsa tlan (*0) in the

atBoepberic aciences la lay1ng the eaplr1cal and analytic foundation for the
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conaideraUcn of practical lleasures to 401 with the threat of clt_toe ch..ge. The

United Nations Industrial DevelopMent Organization (UNIDO) will alao ahortly

consider a sore foraalized environ-ental programae focusing on facilitating the

transfer of technologies for producing and using suhstitutes for ozone-depleting

chelaicale, setting up an inspection systea for hazardous waste-duaping sites, m4

the environmental rehabilitation of the tannery and ceaent industries. The United

Nations Development Programme (UNDP) is eurr0ntly supporting abOut 400 projects

world wide, costing aboUt S30G milllon, whiCh address specific environftlental

problems, and manages another SlOO lI'Iillion worth of projects finMced by other

funds for environmental purposes.

We believe that the 1992 conference should be a landlftark in international

thinking ..d planning for the envircnment. It should thoroughly inventory 8'id

fully evaluate the range of progUlI'IIles and activities now under .y or planned,

identify the areas where further efforts are needed ..d recolft.-nd new or addi ticnal

aeasures to fill these gaps, and improve organizational structures and thei~

co-ordina tion.

The joint mEP/'WMO InterCjOvernmental Panel on CU_te Change (IFCC) is well

along in assessing the curr.ent sta te of the scientific evidence for cl1_te change,

considering the likely social, economic, and other impacts of such change, and

evalutttlng possible ways to respond. The IPCC's work is expected to lead to

negotiations on a fra_work convention on global warming with perhaps some

agree.nt achieved by 1992. This process w111 also form a basis for eactl of UB to

consider how to orient and foc&.::s the work ()f the 1992 conferenca.

The challenge of the taSk before us becomes apparent When we realize that we

have only two short years before the conference begins. A proper preparatory

process, relying closely on UNEP, is necessary for a successful conference. With

solid aWlatantiye and procedural preparation the 1992 conference should be able to
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produce concrete, viable -.d hopeful recOIl..,datlona. 'l'he United Stat.. believe.

strongly that the 1992 conference should addr••s 4eyelOl8ent Questions in an

the uny factor. in the deYelopaent proces.. we support consensus dtciaton lS/3 of.

the tIIEP Governing COuncil u p£oviding a balanced approach towards this QUes tlon ..

We place particular laporunce on the ujor envlronMfttal gaues Glu..rat~d in

the annex to decision 15/3, lncludifig protection of the atllOtlphere, the ocean, .,11

and fr.sh-wat.r re.ources, the consorvation of biological diversity, and the

envlron-.ntally sound handling of toxic chemicals and hazardous waste.

COnference preparations should review enYitonaenta1 efforts undertaken

natlcnally and internationally since 197~ and identl fy Cir outline feasible

strategies for ongoing and future action. It will be neceaIJaty to IlOnitor work in

progress on various forul agree.nts, ~ consider how to meld environ_ntal i.pact

aaseaa.ents into developaent planning, to improve infor_tion flow on technologies

while respecting intellectual property rights, to improve env!ron.nta1 education

and eXChange of infor_tion on environmental policies, and to formulate

recOll_ndaticns strengthening in8.titut~nsandclarifyin9 responsibili ties,

espeeially within the Uni~d Nations ayatea.

Also among the COnference's efforts will be the exaaination of envlronaentally

so..-d technologias and their availability to developing countries. The United

States recognizes that the deve1opln9 countries are faced with special and urgent

pl'oblellllJ in this resPect and need help in dealin9 with th••

Viable, carefully thought~ut guidelines for a preparatory co-'ittee's

deUberations are alao contained in the annex to 41tcision 15/3•. The United States

favours a well-focused set of t8sk-oriented meetings. Ita ..lbers should co.. fro.

the techno-acien t1flc .,(! poUCY-lIBldll9 sectors of bOth developed and developing
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countrl•• Iftd frOll the Olited Nationa 8yaU.. We believe thi8 preparatory

co_lttee would function be8t if .. along with the mnference secretariat .. it were

to be loe. teeS 1n Geneva.
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Mll\agl~ and cUrecting the secretariat, whiCh undergirCia .,d overae.. the

preparatory process, will be a de_fading job. The person in charge should be a

distinguished public S.rvMt with strong credentials in enviroru.ntal affairs and

the Ilbillty to forge the «rnaensus needed to engage discussions and develop

reCOllMndationli. The director Must have the confidence of Govern_nU and the

United Nations.

Regarding the venue of the conference, the United States is pleased tl~ join

the e_rging consensus Ol! B:a~il _ the host for this major _etlng on the

environmont. Holding the conference in Brazil, a country with an ext~aordinarily

dch ecological patri1llOny, should help to boost the wO"'ld's consciousness of the

importance of the enVironment.. Moreover, BrazU's stat-us &s a major developlnc;

country with a strong industrial sector and ahundant natural reaourcee makes it

representative of the effoct to strike the right balance between environaental

preservation and development priorities. we welcome the Non-Aligned Movement's

deci8~n to en~rse Brazil, as eXPressed recently by ite Cocordination Bureau in

Harare.

We believe that the expenses o~ the preparatory process should fall within the

overall budget level now set for 1990 through 1991. This wUl be a teachable goal

if the size of the preparatory committee and the nUmber of its meetings are within

reasonable limits. The annex to the ONEP resolution provides helpful suggestions

in this re~~~d. As to the conference itself, its funding should be prOVided, in

our view, at the expense of lesser-priority activities.

The 1992 conference and the pr.epa~ations for. it demand the most serious

attention. Faced and threatened by the deteriotatlon of the envitonment all around

us, the conflllrence presents a crucial opportunity to counter global

~elf-destructlon. It conatitutes a uniQue obligation to mobilise the ongoing
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It "Ul challenge us to understandglobal actions deaUng with the e",vircn_nt.

r":"7~~'"''''-'''"
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I

ellPlO'/ our knowledge, cfutivity and coMitment to this tasle.

Hr. KAMAL (Pakistan), At its forty-third session, last year, the General

Aaaellbly, in its resolution 43/196 of 20 Decellher 1988, decided to consider at its

current session the auestion of the convening of a United Nations conference on

env.ronaent and developaent 1n 1992~ The resolution also mandatea th~ ~rty-fourth

n·t,· 110n to take appropriate decisiol'ls in regard to the exact scope, tltl.rJ, venue,

date and financial illplications of auch a conference. I should like to talce this

opportuni ty to present the views of lIlY de18ga tion on these aspects of the proposed

confe renC6'.

Pakistan shares the international concern over the progressive degradation of

the envitorulflnt. Tbegreenhouse e ffeet, the deple t~on of the ozone layer, cU_ tic

change, the growing intensity of todc gases in the atmosphere, rapid deforestation

Md desertificatlon and the tuinshoundary !Mve..nt of hazardous wastes pose a

IllUti~Ucity of threats to the human race. It is imperative for the international

ccaMUnity to enqage in an in-depth dialogue en the nature !nd conseauences of these

threats with a view to formulating concrete measures fot arresting environmental

decay and preventing its prolifer.ation in order to safeguCOJ.rd future genev:ations

against its deletedous conseauences. M'f delegation therefore fully endorses the

proposal for holding an l.nternational conference on the subject 1n the first half

of 1992.

Environment is closely lInked ~ development. Environllental 1ssu~s cannot be

addressed or treated in isolation. Environlllent is not" restricted, technical

issue. It has far-reaching 111pl ications on the developnaental dillflnsion. In this
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to be Quite appropriate.

The scope and objectIv•• of the CDnferonce should not be difficult to dafin••

'tbc fore.,.t objective "oUld be the crution of a healthy, clean mid safe

cfllvlrOnlMtnt thrOUCJh the enforce.nt of eauitable principles that vUl not only

prevent further dlCJradat1cn but also lIIprcwe the eruaUty of the environ.nt in

which 'IN 11ve today. That would require a cl_r perception ef the causea of

envlrm_ntal deCJradatlon "." the enunciatiOn of intern&t1onally IlCJree4 __urea

for ita an••t ana reversal. In this context it nee4a to be W\derstood that those

who have been instru_ntal in produciw;a the current state of the envlran_nt Rould

alao be ~epared to ahoulder their due responsibility in reMdyinCJ the situation.

Tbe developing vorld, lar98 parte of which have yet to r_ch even the preUainary

at8CJe of industrialization, should not be penalized in our eearch for co..cn

solutions to this probl.. Decay of the env!rcn_nt in the third vodd is larCJely

attributable to poverty and the absence of environmentally sound technolOCJies. ~.

countries in the third world have stUl to reach the level of industrialization or

consu.lis. that could be considered to have contributed tanCJibly to the CJlobal

environ.ntal degradatim. This fact would have to constitute the linChpin of the

deliberation9 lllnd conclusions of the proposed conference.

It ouCJht to he realized that an att_pt to freeze the level of

lndustfialization in the developing countries would be not only inequitable but

counterproductive. It would Wldertine the vety objective of "altinCJ .-.d preventinCJ

the deCJradation of the enVironment. Such an approach would enCJ~nder unomployaent

and a further decUne in Uv1nCJ standards, which 1n turn would accelerate the

proces.es of environllental de9radation - nallltly, deforestation, deserUftcation,

potable vater storage and proliferation of sluns and disease. A more enliCJhtened
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.od purpo.ful apprcactt would be to f.cllitate -.d accelerate thil'4-QfOl'ld

1n4U8tr1allaatloft and overall econo.lc developaent by transferring .nvtr~t&lly

80und technologies Iftd er.-ting • supportive international eco~le envil'on.nt in

the .1'''. of nn...~I.l flaw., urket a=ea. and terM of tl'ac1e. we believe tnat

one of th. lIlport",t CClIIponento of tha propo.ed conferonce lIhoulct be the

a-teralnatlon of wa,. and means for .t~ength.ntng tnternattonal 8COno.ic

co-opel'.tion for advancing growth ..d develop.nt In the developing countries. 1'tIe

reallaation of that objectiye would by ~f substentially ell.inate the cause of

envlcon-.ntd cSI9radattcn in the developing world.

'!'he oonfel'ence wculd h.ve to addre.s the quesUon of .yan.biU ty of

ad41tlonal and substantial to.ources for tJaple.ntat1cxt of Its diets ions, In

particul.r in re.pect of thoee aspects rel.tinej to the transfer of enylrOnMntaUy

8Ounc1 technologies to the "'elopllVi1 countri.s.

Now • few words en the preparatory process. Tb. universal dlMnslon of the

probl. of the eny1ronDlnt would .ppear to ...date universal participation in lJ\e

pre;Naratory proce•• for the conference. In this r4tCJard the mst suitable IIOdalicy

would be to set up a caM! ttee of the whole of the General M.ellb1y to prepare for

the confe~enae. Non-goyernaental orqanization8 should contcibute to the process

through subai8sion o~ reporu to the cOMlttee. The role of the UlIit4td Pation•

• yste.. In preparing for the conf.rence .,.QUld he equally iaportant. rnt~r-.i,Jency

co-ordination ahould be etr••Uned and 8trengthened. '1'hQ cc. t10n of &~,\!9t

s.per.to structure fOf Mryicinq the preparatory proceaa would not .ppe.r to be

neo....ryo We beUeye that sUfficient reSOUrC$8 md e~perti. exist within the

.ystee to contrihute effectively to the prepatatory proce.s. We support tbe

proposal f« assigning the responsibility for the organization and substantial

, ,~

..-:i.,:::".
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servicing of the confere~ce to the Dir~ctor-General for Development and

International Economic Co~pecation, in collaboration with the Executive Director.

of the United Nations Environment Prograllme. Mdi tlonal t'!tliporary posts may be

created, but .only if absolutely indispensable. The existing machinery should be

utilized to the optillUll in the preparation a:ld organization of the cc~fereiice.

Last but. not least, the conference would have to assure effective follCN-up of

ita decisions through periodic IIOnltoring of their illplellentation. 'this taSk would

b~ assigned to the Economic and Social Council and the General AsseJllbly ~ 'fhe

creation of a separate intergovernmental structure for this purpose would appear to

be unnecessary.
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Pakistan looks forward to this iaportmt confere"ce and will participate

acti90ly in its preparation. I should also Uke to assure the Assemly of our full

co-oper3tion in ~king tho conference a coaplete sucoess.

Mr. EMENYi (Nigeria) I The views and observations ef the Goveraent of the

Federal Republic of Niger: 1& have been set out in addendUII 1 to the report of the

Swcretary-Gene~al (A/44/256 and 001'1'.1), pr~pared in responRe to resolution ~3/196,

on the proposed Uni ted Ha tiona conference on enviltc:n_nt md develop_nt in 1992.

Speciflcs)'lr, my Govll!rnent hu outlined its position en such issues as the

objectives, content and title of the conference and appropr: 18te ways of preparing

for the confe~enceo

The taport8nt plali:e given to envirOftlllei\tal 1ssuea Oil the lnternatlonal agtlnda

is cme of the aoet significant anc2 ftopeful. signs of this fading decade. It is

sigRif1cant bccaulle until recently those issues were relegated to the bac~gr:oun& In

international discussions, the illpact of the 1972 Stoekhcla COnference an the HUllen

Environment notwithatanding. It is hopeful because signs A~~nd everywhere thct

envircn1l!nt has become m issue to which all nations rally enthusiastically. Thus,

the 1992 conference will be an important occasion for international stock-teking on

environment since the Stockholm Conference ~ but also to give effect to so. of the

eRerging and pzomising trends on the issue.

An important encouragirJj trend is the reoogn1 tiQ'l that a vast number of

environmental problems are amenable only to oo~lective international action. This

awareness hu been _de IIOre acute by scientific evidence pointill9 to increased

climate change, global warming and depleticn of the ozone layer, but also by the

alarming rete of drought, desertification, deforestation, deter ioration of

bio-dlverslty, transboundary movement of hazardous wastes~ and pollution of air,

seas, rivers met bodies of underground water.
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Another encouraging trend is the growing acceptm:e of the notion of

environmentally sound ahd sustainable development. Eclually ll1pol'tant is the

explicit recogni ticn that somd envlron.ntal policies thrive best - indeed, can

only be i.pte_nted - in the context. of growth and devslopaent.. But herein lies

t.be challenge. As tilt report ·OUr Ccemn Future· _kea clear,

"It is ••• futUe to atteMpt to deal with environmental proble. without a

brcader perspectlv~ that encompasses the factors underlying world poverty and

international inequality." (A/42/427, p. 19)

"'1\10 condi tlons l"Et be satisfied before international economic exchanges can

becOae beneficial for all involved. '!'he sustainablli ty of ecosyste. on which

the glo~l econoay depends Iluet be 9uaranteed. And th£ economic partnara ...t

be satisfied that the basis of exchange is equitable, ••• For I118ny dDveloping

countries, nei tber cond! tim is _t." (ibid., p. 76)

"Growth in many developing countries is being stifled by depressed co-.odity

prices, protectionism, intolerable debt burdens and declining flows of

developaent finance." (ibid., p. 33)

The report frol\ which 1 have just quoted, prepared under the chairmanship of

Mrs. Brundtlll\d, for_r Prime Minister of Norway, _de a reasoned case for support

for the developing countries in the interrelated areas of trade, co.-noditiea, lioney

and finance, but also for wide-ranging reforms in the strQctures and policies of

the key intefnational financial institutions. I call attention to this fact

because the escalating competi ticn in proposals for new institutions to daal with

envlromaental i88UGB is _tched only by conspicuous sUenee on the Question of how

to give effect to the reco;al'lendatlons on prolDOting growth md develop.nt in the

developing countries.
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CcIIIIitment by the developed countries to the protection of the enviral_nt

should be accolllpanied by an eaually illportant cOlllllitment to transfer adeQuate

resources and enviral~ntally sound technologies.

Still, another encouraging sign is that virtually all nations now endorse the

proposition that the environmental dimension has to be incorporated into economic

decision-.aking and planning.

Alongside these promising signa t~ere are also disturbing trenda. Amajor

source of concem is that envircnllental considerations would appear to bave become

a new conditlonality 1n lending and in granting assistance to developing countries

by bilateral agencies and multilateral institutions. SuCh a tendency not only

detracts from the wide and growing emphasis that most environmental problems -

being global in character - require global solutions, but could lead to unravelling

efforts to reinforce the international consensus en the envlronlHnt Question.

A related concern i8 that developing countries, which have been least

responsible - and I want to underline -least- - for industrial sources of

envircnaental degradation should not be burdened with an excess baggage of policy

prescri[;tions for environmental restoration. The current assynaetries in

international economic relationships are detrimental enough to the developing

nations, it would be an unbearable burden if those patterns were extended to

envlrcnmental issues.

There will he ample opportunity, both during the preparatory meetings for the

1992 conference and at the conference itself, to examine in detail proposals for

addressing some of the issues to which 1 have referred. None the less, Nigeria

wishes to put forward proposals on protectirw;r the envlrcn.nt from desertification,

as w&ll as on pollution of air, seas, rivers and bOdies of underground water.
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Nigeria takes the view that the combating of desertif1cation should include a

mix of appropriate measures and policy instruments, including intensive

afforestation p~gra.nes and debt-for-nature swaps to increase the level of

resources co_itted to afforestation. At the same time, concessionary loans from

developed creditor nations should be extended to developiB;J countries to buttress

tbeir policies and programmes of reforestation.

The adverse effects on human health of pollution of the air, as well as of

seas, rivers and bodies of underground water are too well known to require any

explanation.. Yet developing countries have the capacity neither to monitor and

assess the damage arising therefL'olD nQr to deal vigorously with the conseQuences,

effluents and emiss ions from industrial plants. The transbr of envir:mmentally

sound technologies frolD the developed to the developing countries is essential if

the capaci ty of developing na tiOM to cope v1 th these problellB is to be enhanced.

There is wide recognition that poverty is a great degrader of the

environment. Given that the number of persona living in absolute poverty is

pr:~jected to rise above 1 billion in the developing countries by 1990, it is

essential that bold measures be adopted to tackle the problem of poverty. Aiding

the poor must be perceived no longer as an act of charity but as a matter of

enlightened self-interest end the collective qood of mankind.
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Tbe intdcate relationship between prollOtion of growth, alleviation of poverty

and pr~teet!on of the env!ronftlent is the best argument for striving to integrate

the poor in the rural and urban areas of the developir..g countries into the fotul

econo&J so that they say be able to make a significant contribution to the

development of their countries.. In thio respect, policies and progtallftles ailled at

the dftvelopaent of human resources assume special importance. Aiding the poor

should be seen as a long-term invest_nt in human development. Support for the

poor should have 8S its goal the development of their skills, to prepare thell not

only for the .jQb urket but also for self-entployment. Human-resource development

should be given appropriate focus, eOlMlitment and support in the United Nations

syst8ll, in the context of the international development strategy for the next

decade ..

For a majority of developing countries, erosion is a major environmental, as

well as economic, concern.. By depleti1\9 soil fertUi ty and diminishing crop lands,

it reduces the supply of foed and deprives the farming population ef their: lllel1ns of

livelihood. Se:eking effective solutions to these problems would reau1re national

measures but also strong international support of a variety of types - a key type

bc!lng assistance for soil renewal, and technology for the erection of erosion

barriers.

The adoption of the Basle Convention on the Control of Transbound~ry Movementa

of Hazardous Wastes is an important milestone in international efforts to attack

traffic in those substances. Nigeria hopes that when the convention enters into

force it will reduce the incidence of 1l1egal traffic in hazardous wastes. Still,

it will be necessary to establish an effective monitoring mechanism within the

United Nations, possibly under the aeg1s of the United Nations Environ_nt

Programme (UNBP), to monitor ille9al traffic in wastes. In effect, a glObal

WDumpvatch- should be instituted for this purpose.
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I indicated at the beglnnirY; that these proposals were only an illustration.of

tRle range of r~licies and options needed to cope with certain environmental

probleu. -.the preparatory process leading to the conference, and the conference

itself, present the opportunity to develop policies, pragrammee and action plans to

cope with the environmental challenges of our time.

I assure this Asseably that Nigeria will participate actively and

constructively in these meetings.

Mr.'GREZAL (Tunisia) (interpretation from French). It is an honour and a

great pleasure for me to make this statement on behalf of the delegations of

Mauritania and TUnisia. I should like, first, to say how pleased we are that the

General ABse.bly has decided at this session to give sucb priority to the Question

of the conference on environment and development - to be held in Brazil in 1992,

thanks to the generous invitation extended by the Government of that friendly

country.

Mauritania is a Saharan African country bordering tbe Atlantic Ocean, and it

is on the list of the least develo~d countries. Tunisia is also an African 151d

and a developing country located where the western and eastern basins of the

Mediterranean - tha.t selll1-enclosed sea, cradle of great civilizations - join. It

ls not too far removed from the economic centres of the EUropean continent, but at

the same tine it is a saharan country which, lite its sister Mauritmia, is always

threatened by drought and desertification. FOr Mauritania and TUnisia, therefore,

it was essential that the 1992 conference have the theme set bY the General

AsseRbly in resolution 43/196 and retained by the Economic and Social Council Rn

its decision 1989/87 - namely, environment and development.

Protection of the environment requires tbat effective measures be taken

urgently to reduce and eliminate emiss ions caused by. products and ~ubstances that

are harmful to the environment, as well as practices that reault from poverty and

___ .tl

I

I
I
I

-I
.. ;",!.,j

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



AB/pt A/44/PV.38
53

(Mr. Ghezal, TUnisia)

the lack of developlMnt on one hand and from overdevelopllent or profit IIOtives on

the other hand. As is stressed in the Brundtland report, such an approach would

not be sufficient to guarantee lasting protection of the integritv of the Earth and

of the spaces around it.

There are two parameters that need to be identified with the ubaost clarity.

Pirl3t, there _t be scientific diagnosis of the dUferent pheno_na that cause

environaental deterioration but are not yet well understood. I refer, for example,

to cU1Ilate changes, global warming and depletion of the ozone layer. This

diagnosis should then be related to the very causes of these phenomena. Once this

is done, it w111 be possible to determne the degree of blale attaching to var lous

States, regionc and sectors of economic activity,. ae well as the less tangibla

contributlcn made by rural emigration, unemployment, poverty, lack of development

and educationo or policies of structural adjusbDent. This could be done as an

objective exercise.

Secondly, the transformation of economic and social behaviour, together with

changes in nodeIs of production and consUSlption by lIeans of a universal pledge of

solidarity for viable and lasting global development, would 9Uarantee balanced

aurvival and maintenance of the integrity of the Earth. Hence the high hopes of

Mauritania and Tunisia for the 1992 conference as a major enterprise.

,As developing countries which, like most others, still confront the hardships

of a serious economf.e and development crisis, Mauritania and 'l\lnisia continue,

through great sacrifices, to apply enviraulaent-protectionpolicies artd prograllulas,

particularly in industry and in the struggle against desertification. Thro~9h this

approach, extremely costly pollution-eontrol measures have been applied to

activities that are regarded as causes of pollution. ThiR has been done in an

economic context characterized by substantial 1088es of agricultural revenue,

caused especially by several consecutive years of drought.
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The burden of debt, which causes a massive negative transfer of financial

resaurcts, aad the ClOn~3QUent contraction of investment, together with the very

costly Mintenance of our capacity to pay our international debts, underscore the

enorllOus economic and 50cial sacrifices that have been ..de in order that we 118y

take at least eo. actian to reduce the t.hreat to the envlrcnlMnt.

For thes. reasons, and because the state of the environ.ent is a utter of

constant concern to our countries - as can he seen fraa our couit_nt over the

decades, together with that of other States, to eafeguard the Mediterranean, from

the struggle against desertiUcatlon, and, in a ROre global context, our adherence

to the Un! ted Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea and our recent accession to

the Montreal Protocol on the Protection of the Ozone Layer, as well as Tunieta's

participation, In the person of its Prime Minister, 1n the Hague su.-it - our

delegatloniS were a1ll)Dg those to sponsor the draft fesolution that later beca.

General Asseably resolution 43/196a
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In fact, we believt. that a decblve, urgent and global program. of action la

neces~ary today in order to tackle the elready consl~rable but ever-lncrea~in9

dangers to the survival of our planet" to l:he chances of future genaeatiana, our

chUdrefi~ for a healthy and pr08~rous Ufe.

The phenOJDefia that characterize the rapid deterloretlon of the ecology of our

world 1I&y be global or more 11111ted.. The rea u1 tf.ng responsibll1 ties _y be shared

or individual. But those factors do not suffice as a working basis that MeRber

States can use to identify the most effective ways and lIeans of dealing with this

serious - indeed urgent - situation.

The decision to convene such a conference - unprecedented in terlll8 of 1ts

scope and sphere of action - COMa, it is true, 20 years after the Stockholm

Conference on the Humn Environment, hut it reflects the highest degree of

."arenes8, of commitment and of participation by all States, as well • the support

of the entire international community.

That is why it is essential that this aession of the Gen.rr.l Assemly clearly

define, at the very outset, the IIMdate and tee. of reference of the conference,

as well as its objectives and the nature and status of the conclusions that tlill be

reached, in the context of the General Asseably's rules of procedure _d on the

possible basis of a -gentlemen's agreement-, ~llow1ng the exallple of theearacas

COnference on the Law of the Sea.

We are faced with such serious Questions as cliaatlc changes, global warming,

the deterioration of the ozone layer, air pollution - especially teansborder,

pollution of the cceailS, including sellli-enclosecJ 8eas, drought and

dellertification. Therefore, the legal and political fralUWofk in which those

188ues will be dealt with IIUSt b& as precise and relevant a8 possible, and in

particular it must. provide for equal participation by all States, I:'egardless of

their respective impact on the environment.
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The relevance of the analyses and effectiveness of the measures that the

conference is to adopt will depend to a large extent on the way it deals with

issues pertaining to progress, expansion of the world econany, and especially

economic growth and socio--economic development in the developing countries, as well

as the _ans for integrating them into the world economic system.

Models for development, production and consumption which have enabled the

developed cQuntries with a market or centralized economy to attain prosperity,

well-being and progress have become very harmful to the integrity and viability of

our planet.

Similarly, the lack of development, even underdevelopment, and the

exacerbation of poverty and sccualor have also proved to be 1ncompa Uhle wi th the

ecological require_nts of ou~ planet Earth.

Bence, as we see it, the conference will have to iaentify the collective model

for growth and global development of the future. Obviously, this will have to be a

DIOdel shared and dgrHd upon by all, based on eQuity, balance and collective

solidarity, dlowing all nations to meet the leg1 timate requirements of their

developaent ~nd taking into account their capabilities and respective

responsibilities, with a view to enabling all to contrihute fully to safeguarding

the planet, as well as to its sustained and ecologically harmonious development~

Indeed, it remains clear to us that the implementation of such a collective

model for growth and deYelopment should be - as was stated yesterday by

Mt. Brice Lalande, on bflhalf of the 12 members of the EUfopean CODl1llJnity - in

keeping with a timetable that will provide for stages in the achievement of

objectives M well aa tin frames for: implementa tion in accordance vi th Sta tee •

various levels of development.
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Thus, we shall have to set up effective and viable IIBchinery that will enable

developing countries to contribute fully to the world effort to protect the

environaent. That machinery should provide the additional financial resources

those countries neea to ensure that their efforts can continue and also - and this

is a ..jor condition - to have free access on preferential and non-commercial bases

to technology, lnclulUng new technology that is reputed to be ·clean· and

scientific research. '!'he envlrolulent could wot be protected without that. The

rasarch and developaent capacities of such technologies, the dissemination of

infor_ticn, the transfer of scientific data, Md the training of staff in the

developing countries could be provided ~r through multilateral machinery agreed

upon and established b7 the conference.

POr those reasons the delegations of Ma~ritania and TUnisia believe that the

conference should lead to a genuine global programDe-&greement on international

C'O-<)peration for the environment and development, binding on all participating

Meaber States md providing for a syst_ of control and multilateral co-ordination

adainlstered by the United Nations and co~ining the contributions of tbesystem as

a whole, including multilateral financial institutions and the General Agreement on

Tar if fa and Trade (G\T'1').

Hence, the preparation of the 1992 conference should be conceived of as a

COIllaon endeavour, invol"in9 all aspects of the environment md development ..

Aa regards the environment aspect, we hall the work done by the Governing

COuncil of the United Nations Environllent progranulIe (~EP) at i.ts fifteenth

session, and NOre particularly the suggestions in the annex to its decision 15/3.

On that basis especially, it is nON for the General Assembly to establish the

preparatory strueture£ for the conference by providing for &ratematie use of the

capacities of the United Nations syat_ in the two interrelated sectorsl

environment and d.velo~.nt.
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In the VI' _.~. of our delC!9ations, the Governing Council of tMBP in Nairobi - the

African headauarters of the Organization - which has tha benefit of the .xpertise

and cOIDitllent of Mr. Mostafa 'l'olba, whose authority md "lsdo. need not be

stressed, should play a oentral role in the preparation of the dor=u-.nt concerning

the environ.ntal 8Spet.'t. In that respect the Governing COuncil Md the

Bnvironllent Progra_e - .ore than any othe~ bodies - have the ooapetence, the

Ilaftdates II\d the necessary ways and _ans.

As for the development aspect, the Organization's capabil1ties should be

brought to bear, with the full co-operation of the entire United Nations system,

especially the WOrld Bank, to the effeetl~e and collplet~ availability of expertise,

studies, analyses and the necessary research, especially a study of the

interactions ':~tween the various isSUH and, finally, between env1ron~t and

develop_nt...

* The President took the Chair.

<'1
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It i8 of co~rae the responslbili cy of the Secretary-General to ifknti fy ..d

propose someone to o~er£ee this matte:.

We believe that the UNEP Governing Council's proposal to enl~rge its

llellbership to encOllpass all Member States is appropriate. This would enable that

body to carry out succe!!Bfully the _n~ate that might be entrusted to it on the

environ_nt issue. It would be desirable, however, to ensure that se8sions of the

enlarged Council continue to ba held at its headauarters, that is, in Nairobi,

thereby guaranteeing acknowledgement of the full participation of Africa.

Fbr pv.rposes of co-ordination and decision-making a preparatory coa.ittee of

the whole of the General Assembly should be set up, to which the tMBJ? COuncil would

report through the Economic and Social Council. In our view the Economic and

Social COuncil, a Charter organ and the central co-ordination body of the United

Nations system, the revitalization of which is one of the pdorlty objectives of

Member States in the economic and social sectors, would be the appropr16te

intergovernmental focal point for the development aspects of the preparatory work.

The Council could, in this context, he assisted by the Director-General for

Development and International Co-operation, the Assistant Secretary-Genaral in

charge of the Department of Economic and Social Affairsf and its new secr~tftrial

structure, which should he establis~ed very quiekly.

The secr:etary-gene~al of the conference elected by the General Assembly would

ensure oo~rdinatlon of contributions by the United Nations system and by the

General Agreenent on 'lad ffs and Tral." (GAT'!') as part of the support to be giv4!n to

the work of the preparatory committee. It will be necessary, in ~iew of the scope

of the task, that the person ehos~n be supported by an approrpriate secretariat, at

a high level and with the greatest competence in the relev&,t areas, and that ita

COIIposl tion take fully into account the principle of eauitable qeographical

distribution.

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



A/U/PV.38
62

(Mr. Ghezal, Tunisia)

The responsibilities of the present sesaion of the General Assembly are

considerable. We ate conVinced that our Organisation, aoved by the collective

poll tical wUl and fully awa!!e of the scope II\d nature of what is involved, will

ta~e up the cball~"98, as has been shown by its perforunC8 in settling regional

confUcts and uintaining internatioftal p_ce II\d security.

Wha~ better proof of confidence in the Organization and in nultilateraliam

could States give than by ensuring the success of the United Nations conference on

environ.ent and developaent? What better ..ssage of hope would they give their

peoples and generations to co. thm the collective effort to rehahilitate and

strengthen the viability of our planet !Or the well-being, prosperity and economic

and social progress of all?

Mauritania and TUnisia would like to assure the Assembly of their

deterlllnat1cn to co-operate fully in the attainment of that objective.

Mr.' _ALOS" (ColOlllhia) (interpretation from Spanish) 1 The general

debate at this session of the General Asseably confined that the major

international proble_ have becoM global and pointed out the major challenges that

we have to -eet. In this context, the comnaption and production of and traffic in

narcotic drugs, the environment and developaent are issues of the utmost priority

and involve the entice international cOlIllinity.

It is evident that the problem of the environment ia essentially political,

multilateral an~ global. This forUM, the ~t i.portant and representative in the

world, is the right place to secure the greatest involvement in the effort to

achieve a balanced environlltnt and at the eame the guarantee the devalopment of

the developi~g countries and of all ~nklnd.

Without ecological balance - in other words, without a place to live - there

can be no devel~6nt, but, in turn, without developllent there can be no
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environment. The problem therefore is global and must be considered in the

broadest way, 1n the overall context of development, an area in which we all have

responsibilities and commitments to shoulder.

The tHe major challenges in the forefront of global concern for the decade of

the 19908 are reduction of poverty and protection of the environment.

The President of Colombia, in his addreas before this Assembly three years ago

sQida

"EKtrema poverty cannot be accepted as the inevitable consequence of

natural differences between men~ nor can it be accepted as a characteristic of

still-backward societies beset by want. I am convinced that, for those who

will in the future have the responsibility of governing, the major challenge

will Os to overcome the barrier poverty has set up before us." (A/41/PV.18,

2:.. 13"'15)

For the IMjority of the developing countries the decade of the 19809 has been

one of regression. Debt servicing, deterioration of the terms of trade, structurel

adjustments, and the reduction of international development assistance have placed

too great a burden on the poorest developing country. All this has increased

world-wide interest in the reduction of poverty as a universal priority.

Furthermore, threats to the global envirooment, such as changes in climate

caused by an increase 1n carbon-dioXide emissions and the growing acceptance of the

consequences of the destruction of natural resources, especially in tropical

countries, have placed the protection of the environme~t among the primary

objectives of development policy.
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At their su_it meeting last July the Seven aC}t'eed to redouble efforts to help

the dev'eloping world to preserve its resources and to avoid the deterioration of

its ecological systems.

The subjects of poverty and environmental deterioration are interrelated and

are even further complicated by the rapid popula tHon growth in the developing

world. Widespread poverty and the destruction of the environment threaten to

impede the social and economic progress of many developing countries in the decades

to come. The global challenge for our planet in the near future is to find ways of

helping the developing world reduce poverty and at the same tiDe preserve the

environment. When we speak of the poor, we are speaking not only of the poor of

today but also of the poor of the future.

As the President of the World Bank has auite rightly said&

-The undeniable fact of the 1980s is that growth has be~n insufficient,

poverty continues to increase and the environment is inadeauately protected.

If we do not change these realities we shall be denying OUt children a

peaceful and decent world in which it is possible for people to 11ve.·

In this forum the primary responsibility of the developed countries for the

deterioration of the environment has already been recognized, in resolution

43/196. The industrialized countries have an ecological debt to mankind. It ls a

debt to future generations in all countries, who will have to live with the

conseGuences of the irrational way in vb·teh the developed world has managed its

natural resources and of the models of industrialization followed by those

coun~rles.
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The deterioration of the environment that we &re witnessing today contradicts

the ar:9\1ment that economic gtCMth in the developed countries necessarily leads to

benefits in the developing countries. A revision of industrialization processes

and of patterns of production and consumption should lead to sustainable

development in those countries for the benefit of all mankind.

The development of enVironmentally safe technologies is critical. There ean

be no doubt that the future development of technology should lead to relations in

which our countries benefit from an effective transfer of technology within a just

and favourable international economic climate.

The current international political and economic situation is a source of

great concern. As things now stand, the economic viability of our countries is in

Question. It is urgent, vital and a matter of priority for our efforts to he

backed by Cl favourable economic environment. The way in which the industrialized

world can pay its ecological debt is by helping to suggest alternatives that

preserve the environment and at the salM! time ensure the development of our

countries in a climate of understanding, eauity and justice between all nations.

With the commitment and the political resolve of the entire international

community, we must build a consensus regarding the challenge of the environment and

development. This consensus must lead to fair and eauitable negotiations that

ensure harmony, peace and the development of present and future generations. Our

delegation has been contributing to this process ever since it hegan. That is why

we co-sponsored resolution 43/196. Both at the Sixth Ministerial Conference on the

Environment in Latin America and the Caribbean and in the Declaration of Amazon la

adopted in Manaos, Brazil, on 6 May 1989 by the Heads of State parties to the

Treaty on Amazonic Co-operation, we established the principles that inspire our

position. At the last session of the Economic and Social Couneil w in Geneva, our

delegation reaffil'tred these principles, which are' clearly stated in the unaninol1s

j.•.•
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posi ticn of the Group of 77. The Dec1ar.ation made by the Heads of State of the

non-aligned countries last month in Belgrade also reflects the importance and the

constructive posi tion of the developing world. The Governing Council of the Uni ted

Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in its decision 15/3 raises elements which,

when fleshed out, will contribute to the consensus.

The United Nations conference on environment and development, planned for

1992, offers an excellent opportunity for finding, in a common effort and through

clear commitments, a solution to the problem that jeopardize the very survival of

our Earth and the political, economic and social stability of all countries.

With a view to achieving these international commitments, the decisions that

will be taken at this session of the General Assembly will lay the foundations for

the entire preparatory process of the conference and will therefore be decisive to

the success that we all hope the conference will enjoy.

In conclusion, we would refer to the organizational aspects of the

conference. We believe that for the preparatory work to he successful the Assembly

should establish a comittee of the whole as the highest authority, with permanent

headcruarters in the Organization. That would ensure the highest level of

participation and representativity and would alao reflect the political and

universal nature of the challenge confronting us.

At the same time, the secretariat that uill be established should be headed at

the highest poli tical level by the Secretary-General of· the conference. Tha twill

ensure the necessary support for the preparstory committee and its officers. It

would act as a central co""O!'dinating point for efforts and contributions from the

entire United Nations system. Within this structure, the United Nations

Environment Programme should play a major role, as well as the Departmer.t of

International Economic and Social Affairs of the lmited Nations.
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Last but not least, we welcome the consensus which has been emerging on

accepting the generous offer of the Brazilian Government to be the host of this

important event.

The conference on environment and develo~nent must be a success. The human

beings of the present and of the future d~mand it.

Mr. URIARTE (Chile) (interpretation fr.om Spanish), As we approach the

last decade of this century, the preservation of out' environment has aCQUired very

special relevance. In recent years the international community has beco~e aware

that it is essential to give that subject priority attention.

This global forum could not dissociate itself from that concern. The General

Assembly in recent years has adopted various resolutions responding to initiatives

aimed at confronting specific situations of special concern and interest. The

adoption of two important resolutions in 1987, which take an environmantal approach

up to the year 2000 and beyond - the approach taken in the report of the World

Commission on Environment and Development - marked the beginning of a new awareness

of the global nature of the environment.

The adoption last year of resolution 43/196 was a very special moment. It

revealed the high priority that Governments attach to the environment. The

convening of the United Nations conference on environment and develo~uent, at the

latest in 1992 - to which that resolution refers - is undoubtedly an important

milestone.

My country shares the existing concerns about the environment. The political

Constitution of the Republic of Chile, in its article 19 (8), enshrines the tight

of all persons to live in an environment free of pollution, and establishes that it

is the duty of the State to see to it that that right is not diminished in any

way. The State must also enSUfe the preservation of nature. TheConstitution
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further provides that the law may establish specific restrictions on the exercise

of certain rights and freedoms in order to protect the environment.

In accordance with this constitutional mandate, our National Commission on the

Ecology was established as a co-ordinating bOdy for State action on environmental

protection. It is composed of all the entities that have responsibilities in this

field and is presided over by the Minister of the Interior. It has a technical and

administrative secretariat and advisory groups composed of technical experts. It

works in conjunction with non-governmental organizations and gives priority to

informing the public and raising the general level of environmental awareness in

order to cr.eate a sphe'Ce of action that is as broad as possible. A draft law on

the environment is being prepared in that Commission. The law will contain basic

principles and guidelines for the preservation of nature, the protection of the

environment from pollution and the protection of our country's renewable

resources.

.,
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Owing to the various prnbleJlS deriving from our geographical configuration,

there i8 a national awareness of ecological protection in flfJ country. We are

fa.illar with proble_ involving ocean and air pollution, erosion and

cSesertification. Our nation&l wealth is threatened, and that is why there is

growing activity in that r3speet by the State and by individuals.

This has prompted Chile to participate actively in the competent international

forulDB. We are a melllher of the Governing COuncil of the Uni ted Ha tions En"'lrcnment

Programme. We have signed important international treaties and more recent

treaties at'e na-r in the process of ratification. Regionally, Chile is

participating actively in the work of the Permanent Commission of the South

Pacific, whieb is doing important work to preserve .,d pi'oteet the marine

environment. Our country has also taken many initiatives bilaterally, inter alia,

in establishing bOgether with the Argentine Republic, a sub-eommlttee on the

environment in the framework of the bi-national commission that already exists

between the two countries. We have also co""Operated with the Government of Ecuador

in programmes to increase the population of vicufta.

A list of different 1nl tiatives on envlrcnmental issuea that ourcounUy I\as

taken in the international sphere would be very long indeed. OUr views on vuious

areas of concern have already been stated in the competent forums.

rt.i country attaches special importance to the CX)nvening of a CX)nference on

enviran_nt And developll8nt in 1992. In this conneedon, M! appreciate ...d support

the very kind offer of the Government of Brazil to host that event. We believe

that a prepara~ory committee of the whole must be established, open to

participation by all MeJlt)er States and COiling under the General Assellbly. My

country promises to participate actively in its work.
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We believe that the prepara tions for tlte conference must be cauied in keeping

with the fundamental principle that protection of the efiviron~t is an integral

part of the process of development and must not be considered separately. The

conference IDUSt deal with both probleJIIB - the environment and development.

Environmental problems are global In nature. -.rhe ecological deterioration of

our planet is a real, concrete fact that brooks no discussion. There are even some

areas 1n which the damage is irreversible. Furthermore, increasing technological

prQ9ress has brought with it a nulltter of environmental imalances that in some'

cues are changing the l1vin;J conditions of our wodd's population. By way of

example, it is essential to recall the progressive deterioration of the ozone layer

aftd the greenhouse effect, both sources of profound concern.

Environmental problems affect developed and developing countries alike. It is

IncUspensable that we seek solutions that will preserve a'll envircrusent conduche to

the survival of the human race, In the most extreme case, or simply that will

maintain the QUality of life that our present civilization has achieved for at

least 80_ of its population, although other broad sectors live In distressing

condi tions ..

International co~peration should come out of the conference further

strengthened. Concern over the environment lI'ld callpllance with relevant norms

should not be incompatible with the process of harmonious and vigorous

devel0plllent. The two concepts should ccmplemant one another.

We cannot di8CU~S environmental issues without taking into account the urgent

need for economic and social development, espacially for the developing countries.

That is why we welcolle the initiative concerning the confe~ence, which should unite

the two aspects. 'rhe international situation could not be more conducive to tltis.

Newconcepta and ideas are prevailing on the international scene, as the General
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As.Ubly has seen. The United Nations has played M important ~ole. and cs cl1_te

of peace and understanding see_ to be spreading to the ntOst distant parts of our

world.

'!'he beginning of the next decade offers an important opportunity for the

United Nations to play a major lole in promoting international c:o~perat1on and

development. Next year a new international strategy for development is to be

adopted, and there "Ul also be a special session of the Genetal Assembly devoted

to international economic co~peration, in particular to the revitalization of the

econo.lc growth and development of the developing countries. These events,

together with the conference on environment and development, wUl put the

international comtlUnity to the test, because they wUl determine whether we ate

capable of addressing those important challenges in a pragmatic way.

'l'he Question is whether the international comllUnity, and especially the

developed countries, will be capable of establishing a true system of co~peration

that tak~M into account the present critical situation of the developing world.

Genuine international co-operation is the only pragmatic means of overcoming

t.he problems of envircnment. But that co~peration must not be confused with the

application of undue pressure by some States that do not respect the sovereign

right of other States to manage their natural resources and carry out their

development plans in accordance with their own' national needs. Nor should it be

used as a pretext to attach condi tlons to the essential support of financial

insti tutions.

It is therefore essential that developing countries have access to up-to-date

technology and scientific information without adverse effects on the environment.

Furthermore, it ls important that Wherever possible developing countries

incorporate the environJlental vat lable in their nationsl plans and projects. My

country is aware of the situation and will endeavour to achieve this.
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on the basis of the legal equality of States and the p~inclple of

international co-operation, a balance must be found between the sovereign right of

the State to manage its natural resources and the leg1 tiilBte concern of the

international community to guarantee the qual1ty of the environment on a global

scale.

In conclusion, my delegation wishes to support the statement made In this

forum!sy the Chairman of. the Group of 77, because it completely reflects the

position stated at the ministerial level 1n the Caracas Declaration of June of this

year on this important SUbject.

Mr.' POJRlJlN'lO (Indonesia) I The Indonesian delegation warmly welcomes the

decis ton to devote this plenary mee1ng to prepara tions for convenilVJ the conference

on environment and development in 1992. This reflects the great importance the

Internat1cnal community attaches to the search for appropriate solutions to the

proble. of the global environment as related to development. In this cOntext, my

delegation supports the views expressed ~ the representative of Malaysia in his

capacity as Chairman of the Group of 77.

-------~-----------""'-
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Aa ve are all awa~e, in recent years environmental degradation ha. captured

the headlines of the wodd and the pUblic consciousness of mankind. The Indonesian

delegation concurs with the view that the threat of irreveroible environmental

deot:uction, through escalating pollution and heza:dou. vaste proliferation,

depletion of the ozone layer and climatic change, desertification, deforestation

and other causes, has now become a major glObal preoccupation. As a result it has

been firmly anchored on the international agenda, and hAs become a central concern

of the international community. SCenarios of impending environmental catastrophe

have been advanced and the very survival of mankind bas been called into question.

AS we approach the twentieth anniversary of the Stockholm United Nations

Conference on the Human Environment, this failure to redress spreading

environmental damage is disappointing. It has been la period, as rightly put by the

Executive-Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), in which

environmental problems outweighed solutions. At best the international community

has succeeded only in decelerating environmental damage since the first environment

COnference in 1972. It is therefore our collective challenge to halt and reverse

this slide and to set the path for environmentally BOUnd growth and sustainable

development as we enter the 1990a and go beyond into the twenty-first century.

Neverthalesa by the end of the 19808 we can aay that the political will to protect

our planet has finally begun to emerge. It is therQ!fote. imperative that the

international community should not fail to seize this unique opportunity to harness

the current momentum through the convening of the United Nations conference on

environment and development in 1992.

I should like to comment on the scope and diversity of environmental

problems. While such problems are global in scope, there ia a clear dichotomy
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between many of them that are associated with the developed countries and are a

imperative that the conference should promote international co~operation to redress

be within the concept of environmentally sound growth and sustainable development.

From our perspective, the major objective of the conference should therefore

believe that such development should meet our present needs without compromising

the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. In this context it ls

these respective spheres of human environment also takes distinctive courses. On

problems. We therefore trust that the developed countries will assume their

the one hand, the industrialized countries have their own catalogues of

proportional share in interna~lonal co-operation for environmental protection in

resolution cannot be achieved in isolation from the eradication of poverty through

Special Ministerial Meeting of the Group of 77, the concept of sustainable

While we recognize that there are various definitions of this concept, we also

from poverty and underdevelopment. Furthermore, we believe that the resolution of

developing countries are associated with poverty and underdevelopment, their

on the basis of equitably shared responsibility among all nations and that it does

developing countrieR. It is also vital that the environmental issue be addressed

development must necessarily inclUde meeting the basie needs of the peoples of the

growth and development. As clearly stated in the Caracas Declaration of the

environmental damage which represent the lion's share of world env~ronmental

should environmental issues be used as an edded conditionality in the context of

consequence of affluence and those of the developing countries that mainly stem

Pl8/ras
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the degradation of the environaent as an integral part of economic growth and

developaent and to contribute to a better understanding of the relationship between

the targets of srowtb and development as well as the necessity of protecting and

enhancing the environment.

In conclusion, the Indonesian delegation believes that the conference should

strongly reflect the interdependence of development issues and environmental

concern., which indeed are mutually reinforcing. We alao hope that the forthcoming

conference vill trUly embody and foster broad-based and balanced co-operation

between the developed and developing countries.

Mr. GBBHO (Ghana)e A few days ago, the Secretary for Foreign Affairs of

Ghana, Dr. Obed Asamoah, speaking In the general debate of the current session of

the General Assembly, affirmed Ghana's support foz the proposed conference on the

environment, to be beld in 1992. I vish, from the outset to reaffirm that support

because the danger posed to the environment ls global and requires international

co-operation to save our planet.

Our support for the conference is a clear manifestation of our belief in the

urgent need for the preservation of the environment. It is indeed this concern

that made it necessary for my Government, not too long ago, to direct that no

development project should be undertaken in Ghana without first considering its

environmental implications. To ensure the effective implementation of this

directive and with a view to forestalling the establishment of projects that are

likely to be detrimental to the environment, the Government has appointed a

representative of the Ghana National Environmental COuncil to serve on the Board of

Directors of the Gbane Investments Centre, which is empowered to proi1lOte and

approve all investment projects in the country. Indeed, as I speak today, the
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Ghana Government is hosting a four-day suhregional international Conference on the

Environment attended by the Gambia, Nigeria, Liberia, Sierra Leone and, of course,

ourselves.

The danger of environmental degradation to our countries, both developed and

developing, is indeed enormous and one would be naive to assume that it is only a

problem for the developed countries or to contend that because they are largely the

source of environmental degradation and pollutants of the atmosphe~e, developed

countries alone should hear responsibility for the environmental clean-up and

preservation. Environmental degradation is a threat to mankind on the same scale

as nuclear and chemical weapons and the acauired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS)

pandemic~ The effects of global warming, ozone depletion, deforestation,

dese~tification, ocean and fresh-water pollution and indust~ial pollution g to

mention just a few, are not limited to anyone country, group of countries or

region. They are universal. We all, therefore, have a shared responsibility to

fight the deg~adation of the environment. The Group of 77, to which Ghana belongs,

has demonstrated its maturity by recognizing the global nature of the environmental

issue and has accepted that environmental protection is a shared responsibility of

both developed and developing countries.

It is, however, disturbing that while no country doubts the fact that

environmental degradation is a threat to the world's ecosystems and food production

and therefore poses a serious threat to the very survival of mankind, some

ttansnational corporations, covertly supported by their home Governments, a~e

relocating enVironmentally dangerous operations, as well as dumping toxic wastes,

in developing countries witbout providing the adequate safety measures that ate

required of them by their home countries and without due consideration for the fact

that these countries lack the means, financial and technological, to cope with the

hazards that these operations and wastes entail.
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Indeed, there are also some developed countries which are deliberately causing

environmental degradation in parts of developing countries through the testing of

nuclear devices. The activities of these countries and transnational corporations

belie their professed belief in the preservation of the environment for our common

good.

We believe that the adoption of an international convention, ratified by all

countries, with appropriate penalties for the dumping of toxic wastes and testing

of nuclear weapons, as well as for failure to provide adeauate safety measures for

nuclear and other environmentally dangerous operations, is the only way in which

all countries can demonstrate their genuine concern for the protection of the

environment not only in their own countries but in all parts of the world.

I am persuaded, as indeed most people are, that the Basel Convention on the

COntrol of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal, of

22 March 1989, will meet the concerns of all if it is amended to provide fOr

stoppir~ waste traffic and relocation of environmentally dangerous operations from

industrialized countries to developing countries desperate for hard currency, and

for adeauate safety measures to guard against accidental nuclear explosions such as

the one that occurred in Chernobyl.

That there is a close relationship between poverty and environmental

degradation can no longer be denied. Several speakers at the commemoration a few

days ago of World Food Day emphasizea this relationship and stressed the need for

developed countries to help developing countries to overcome their economic

problems so as to put an end to the degradation of the environment. The

Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

could not have better echoed the Group of 77 1 s sentiments When he stated that

I

j

~
.~
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·In order to protect tonorrow's world and gUlu:antee access to wholesone food

and water and clear air for all, the rich should share with the poor and stop

making immediate profit their primary value."

In developing countries deforestation leading to accelerated erosion of the

soil and destruction of wild flora and fauna is probably the major means through

~ich the environment is degraded. This is done not for any fanciful reason but in

order that their inhabitants may live. Indeed, the situation in many developing

countries is such that they cannot help massive deforestation. Fbr several of

these countries timber is either the largest or second largest foreign exchange

earner, and with the constant deterioration in the already low prices of timber on

the world market, coupled with the large-scale under-invoicing of timber exports by

the foreign companies which dominate the timber industry, increasing the volume of

timber exports is the only way these countries can earn any appreciable foreign

exchange for developnent. Aside from deforestation for export purposes, developing

countrip.s are compelled to engage in deforestation in order to obtain firewood and

charcoal for COOking and, more important, to aCQuire new lands for farming for

food - a process of shifting cultivation necessitated by a lack of fertilizers to

replace lost nutrients.

The call to end shifting cultivation and commercial logging in forest areas,

both of which result in massive destruction of the forest, can be effective only if

developing countries can have access to an inexpensive alternative form of energy

and either receive better remuneration for timber products or be compensated to the

full amount of what they would have earned from their timber exports. It would

seem that the time is about to come when the European Coml1l1ni ty must take a

critical look. at the STABEX Fund facility granted to African, caribbean and Pacific

countries. Should the Fund continue to be used to stabilize countries' earnings
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frcm cOlUDdi ties whose production QQgrades the envircnment? Instead of encouraging

developing countries to increase production of the same primary commodities for

which demand ana prices are constantly falling, would it not be a bet~r idea for

those funds to be increased and used in sectors where remunerations are higher and

which pose less danger to the environment?

It would seem to me that what developing countries need most in order to help

preserve our common heritage, the environment, is alleviation of their huge

external debt and substantial financial flows without condi tionality, access to

markets of developed countries) better terms of tram, and access to intellectual

property rights and appropriate technology ..

Is it nvt, indeed, morally wrong to continue to ask developing countries to

preserve their rain forests for the sake of all when all commodity arrangements are

collapsing owing to the uncompromising attitude of consumer developed countries,

resulting in a sharp fall in prices of cocoa, coffee, natural rubbcK and tropical

timber, which are the largest foreign exchange earners for developingcountriesp

ana when develope-l COWltries deny those countries access to their markets?

In affirming the importance of environmental questions en the international

agenda, I must add that Ghana is opposed to the issue of envirmllent being an

additional condition of assistance to developing countries. We would also find it

difficult to support environmental policies the effect of which would be to halt

the industrialization of developing countries. It Is a fact that the resources

required to acquire or develop new technologies that would render industries

enVironmentally safe are not yet available to most developing countries. Rather

than halt the progress in industrialization of such developing cowstries, developed

countries mey wish seriously to consider assisting developing countries to afford

the change. ! all aware that th1a would impose an adcti tional burden an developed
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countries, but we should be realistic enough to admit that the preservation of our

environment will tax OUt resources and, under present conditions, can be paid for

only by those having the necessary means. Therefore, to wish to pass on the cost

to developing countries would not only be unfair but alse fault the implementation

of plans to preserve OUt common heritage.

In conclusion, let me reiterate that environmental issues are indeed important

and should be of great concern to all. Indeed, they desev:ve an international

conference, and my delegation supports such a (X)nference. However, let me say from

the perspective of a developing country that the envircnment is nei ther the only

important nor the most important issue that confronts us tod&y. Thus, while we

1IIJst by all means accord the environment priority on our agenda, we should not be

so overwelmed by it as to lose sight of other equally important issues that are of

vital interest, in particular to developing countries.

'.~ .
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Mr.'GUTIERREZ (Costa Rica) (interpretation from Spanish). On behalf of

the Central. American countries - El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua and

Costa Rica - I have the honour to speak en the present item. As we have done on

other items in which we have a common interest, we Central Americans want to speak

on this subject in unison. This of course will shorten the debate and also make

our words more meaningful.

The international community has expressed its profound concern over the

deterioration of the envircnment and the dangets that our Earth will face in the

future if short-, medium- and long-term measures are not adopted to promote

ecological preservation md strengthen international co-operation. Nations from

the riChest to the neediest share the conviction that the environmental problems

must be dealt with.

Central America Is pleased to note that in the p&st five years there has been

intensified international action, meler the auspices of the United Nations, to

promote a better understanding of this problem. We note with interest the increase

in the number of international agreements acbpted and the number of congresses,

conferences and seminars held for the purpose of increasing the awareness of the

dangers of climate change and its probable environmental and economic effects, as

well as its impact on development efforts. We agree with the following statement

by the Secretary-General in his report on the work of the Organization.

WNow, with the possibilities of disastrous change in climate no longer

dismissible, daily signs of an ailing and exhausted Earth are eVOking

universal concern. w (A/44/1, p. 21)

This universal awareness of the problems of nature is reflected in many

initiatives that set forth our moral obligation to give future generations a sound

environment. In this respect we must emphasiz~ the Brundtland report, wOur common
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future-. The 8nalysis it contains and its sense of reality demmd illJ:lediate

responses from the community of nations, in particular as regards the strengthening

of international co-operation.

Another in1Uative of global scope, wh ich we bel ieve will have pos i tive

results, is the convening in 1992 of a UI'lited Nations conference on environment and

developnent. Our countries support this initiative and welcome the offer made by

the Republic of Brazil to serve as host fot this very important event. The

conference would provide a unique opportunity for a dialogue about the sustain~ble

management of our ecological resources that could fOl:ge a consensus between the

rich and the poor nations on the resources of the Earth and the auality of our

environment, in particular t~e indissoluble link between the ~nvironment and

development.

We ~nnot forget that the unprecedented destruction of biological resources

cpnstitutes a new threat to all nations. It is the result of the adoption of

harmful patterns of exploitation and inappropriate development 1IlOdels, of waate and

opulence in the North and a struggle for survival in t~e South. '!'be convening of

this conference w111 be ~ major opportunity to formulate policies to reverse these

negative trends and design a style of development compatible with the preservation

of life in all its fOflllS.

We should encourage a broad definition of sustainable development that would

enable us to carry out dynamic processes ensuring, alllOng other thingo, the

well-being of the human race, the maof1(jement of natural resoures, the application

of various scientific and technological Ilpprcaches to development and the

preparation of appropriate legal and administrative plana. This new style of

development must provide the third world with options for ~eting the basic neede
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of present and future generations, while preserving the ecological base md the

quaU ty of the environment. We must redirect development strategies towards

sustainable developlMnt fer all nations.

The efforts the developing countries are making to alleviate their

environ11ental problems would have more concrete, 1as ting and long-term results if

there were favourable economic conditions. Unfortunately, however, these countries

must taCkle, simultaneously, a whole set of even more urgent national problems:

malnutrition, hunger, a lack of proper housing, illiteracy. In other words, they

must first eradicate poverty and underdevelopment.

The protection of the environment is a responsibility shared by all

countries. None the less, the industrialized nations, which directly and

indirectly have caused a large part of the ecological destruction, have an

obligation to help the developing world implement sustainable-development policies,

those are the nations with the necessary resources.

Add!. tional financing is required, on favourable terms and without

conditionality, to ensure reforestation, development, and the rational use of our

forests, soil and water. The industr ialized nations should create a fund for

environmental rehabilitation and development. Such a fund would enable us to

address these problems in a mutually respectful and constructive way.

The developing countries need policies that provide the incentives for a large

increase in the Earth's biomase. They also nead assistance to augmet the

technological and scientific capacity to protect the environment and tackle the

crucial problems of the overwhelming majorities in those countries. poverty,

hunger, malnutrition, illiteracy and despair. To that end, effective action nust

be taken to create new opportuni ties for development.

I
-----~__~__'___~ ~~~__~~J
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As regards the process for the prepara tion of the in terna tional conference on

environment and develcpment, our Governments believe that a preparatory cOll1llittee

should be established at Uni ted Na tions Headauar ters in New York. All membe~s of

the Organization should be allowed to participate in the committee, which should be

in charge of the preparation for this important event.

In Latin America and the Caribbean, our Governments have expressed growing

concern over the degradation of. our global ecology. In March this year a meeting

of the Latin American and Caribbean Ministers of the Environment was held in

Brazil. That meeting adopted the Brasil ia Declaration, containing a Latin Amet'ican

policy for the preservation and protection of the environment, and an appeal for

the pr.emotion and strengthening of international ce--opera tioD and for addi tional

resources to deal with the problem. In its ~esolution 15/17 the Governing Council

of the United Nations Environment programme requests the Executive Director to

initiate, in consultation with the Governments of the region, the fOrmulation of an

action plan for the environment in tatin America and the Caribbean.

In Central America, tropical forests have disappeared and we have done damage

to our sol1 and our water basins and their potential for supplying potable water.

Wi th respect to these serious problems, our Presidents - in the context of the

comprehensive principles for solving the Central American crisis - created the

Central American COnmission for the Environment and Development. Because the

countries of our area are deeply interdependent, we regard regional co--operation as

an essential tool for solVing ecological problem. We ate seeking rational

management of our natural resources, pollution control, and the restoration of the

area's ecological balancea

------- ---...............,
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Other important initiatives are being taken in the regions - for example, the

The establishment of this Commission was inspired by our conviction that if

respect for the environment. This must be achieved within the framework of a nodel

of sustainable development in order to avoid t~e destructive effects of earlier

models on the natural resources of the region. Regional order in the use of

We want to protect and preserve the natural heritage of the region, which is

dch in ecosystems. We want to establish co-operation between Central American

Central Americans are to have a better Quality of life it is necessary to promote

incorporating environmental concepts into national development planning. We want

involved. We want to proJlk)te compatibility in national policy and legislation

resources is essential if lasting peace is to be achieved.

training, the development of shared ecosystems and hydrobasins, the management of

international understanding, co""Operation and support a~e reauired if the

tropical forests, the control of pollution in urban centres, appropriate management

to determine areas for pr lod ty action - such as eduC8 tion and environmental

development. We want governmental and non-governmental organizations to be

countries in the search for and adoption of appropriate types of sustainable

degradation that affect the health and living candi tions of our peoples. Lastly,

of toxic and hazardous substances and residues, and other aspects of environmental

the management of protected areas. Furthermore, the establishment of the "Maya

Costa Rica's foreign debt has been converted to finance reforestation projects and

conversion of foreign debt to achieve ecological balance. AbXlst 5 per cent of
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route- is intended to protect the tropical forests and their flora and fauna. The

aim of this project is to promote environmentally sound tourism and create that

kind of development which is not destE'uctive and which generates employment and

sufficient resources for their preservation.

We wish to preserve the envit'onment, and we have the will to do so, but first

we need to deal with the problelllS that afflict us, the overWhelming but'den of

servicing foreign debt, net transfet's of our resources to the developed countt'ias,

the decrease in official development assistance, the low pt'ices for our exported

goods, and an international climate that is unfavourable to us, which is certainly

the major obstacle to our meeting environmental problems adeauately.

If the economic pressure is reduced, if there is appropriate incentive, we the

developing countries will be ablete commit ourselves to the cause of sustained

development without imposing an undue burden an the poorest sectors of our

populations.

In conclusion; we in Central America are convinced of the urgent need for:

co-ordinated international co~peration in adopting a global policy in keeping with

the seriousness of the world environment situation, and avoiding unilateral action

that could lead to inappropriate use of the addi tional resources that are reaulred

for this undertaking or to further deterioration in the living conditions on

Earth. We hope that the international conference on environment and development

will produce global ag~eements on measures to be taken immediately in the field of

financial and scientific and teehnical co-operation between all nations. Given the

willingness of all, it will he possib1.~ to take firm political action to achieve

out: sole objective - the ability to bequeath to future generations a just world,

one that is enVironmentally sound and at peace.
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Mr. OREYO (Kenya): It is a pleasure for me to participate in this debate

on the important issue of the environment, which is at the top of the agenda of

item9 for urgent consideration and action by the international community. My

delegation and I are confident that, under your guidance, Mr. President, we shall

make the progress expected of us, and we assure you of our full co-operation and

support.

As we approach the end of the 19808, the environment on Which we all - rich

and poor - depend presents one of the most serious problems confronting the

international community. There is international agreement that degradation of the

environment - perhaps it should be put the other way round: environmental

protection, conservation and improvement - must be dealt with urgently and

effectively. In view of the mounting glObal concern - expressed publicly - about

the continUing deterioration of the state of the environment, as well as the

increasing amount of documentary evidence provided by scientists and experts, it is

mperative that Governments take action.

Yet, as the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme

(UNEP) pointed out 1n his introductory statement concerning the agenda item before

us, the torrent of words is not being translated into deeds. There is no evidence

of a slackening-off in the destruction of tropical forests, a slowing-down in the

march of deserts, or a diminution in greenhouse-gas emissions. There is therefore

an urgent need for Governments to heed the Executive Director's call:

"In the next decade crucial actions towards environmental protection and

repair must be taken, and at a much faster pace. The alternative delay could

well mean that pollution, degradation and destruction will combine in a global

environmental emergency beyond our experience."

..
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This session of the General Assembly provides Governments with immense

•

towards a clean and safe environment. Amo~ the issues in the area of the

not later than 1992. This is a matter on which I wish to comment and to express

proposed convening of a United Nations conference on environment and development

opportunities to agree on concrete measures and actions to spearhead the movement

In the same resolution the General Assembly assigned specific tasks to the

environment upon which the General Assembly must take action at this session is the

objectives of the substantive agenda of the proposed conference, which we support.

venue, title and financial implications. FOllowing thorough preparations at UNEP

Governing Council of UNEP, which is the appropriate United Nations body. The
Council was invi ted to submi t, through the Economic and Social Council, its views

headquarters in Nairobi, in which all United Nations organs and hodies that are

on the objectives, content and scope of the conference, and to comment on the date,

concerned were involved, and after intensive negotiations at the fift6enth session
of th6 Governing Council in May this year:, the Council adopted decis ion 15/3, which
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pointed out during' his address at the opening of the fifteenth session of the

Governing Council of UNEP, when he was also honoured with a Global 500 Award for

supports the proposal that its title should be "United Nations Conference Oil

Kenya, which was among t~e first sponsors of the resolution 00 the conference,

Environment and Development". As our Head of State President Daniel arap lobi

choices that must be made in view of the interdependence of environmental and

additional experience and practical evidence of the realities of the difficult

developing country on environment and development will undoubtedly provide

should be the venue of the conference. The opportunity of delibera'Cing in a

in the Caracas and Belgrade Declarations, which endorsed the suggestion that Brazil

Conference held in the affluant surroundings of Stockholm in the 1970s.

developnental problems in the 1990s, in contrast to those of 20 years ago at the

Among the issues that the Governing ,Council of UNEP considered intensively

Kenya, being a member of the Gr,oup of 77 and the Movemellt of Non-Aligned

Countries, associates itself with the pnsition of both, as contained, respectively,

pre-eonference organization and preparations.

were the substantive topics that the conference should deal with and the

Council provide a rich hasis for the Gener.al Assembly's consideration of the issue

It is important to emphasize that the fifteenth session of the Council was attended

and academicians attended that meeting. Decision 15/3 and the l'eport of the

by the unprecet.iented null'ber of 103 Governments, with 44 of them represented at

also represented. Numel'ous experts from non-governmental organizations, scientists

ministel'ial level. Virtually all United NIl tions organs, bodies and agencies were

MLT/ras
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"Environmental problems are human in origin and global in nature, their

solution would therefore require both human intervention and global action and

co-<)peration. "

We believe that any meaningful efforts to solve environmental problems must

recognhe the basic factors at the: root of the interdependence of the environment

and human economic and social factors, such as the struggle for food, clean water,

energy and improved living conditions in developing countries as opposed to the

ceaseless pursuit of affluence in the developed, industrialized countries.

we fully support the proposal that the conference should be for a dut:ation of

two weeks, ending on 5 June 1992 to coincide with World Environment Day.

We support the propos&l that participation should be at the highest. level of

representation. In this connaction, we emphasize the importance of ensuring the

effective participatio'!\ of developing countries during the preparatory stage and in

the conference itself. Developing countries need all possible support to

strengthen their ability to establish the necessary broad-based national

preparatory machinery. Natio~al non-governmental organizations, in particular

women's organizations, should be fully involved. The organs, organizations and

programmes of the United Nations system should contribute to and participate fully

in the prepara tions.

Kenya attaches great i~portance to strengtheni~g involvement at the regional

level and ensuring that the res ut ts of such involvement are widely disseminated

with the r.eports constituting the contribution of the regional economic

commisaions. In this connection, the results of the First African Regional

Conference on Environment and Sustainahle Development, held in Kampala, Uganda,
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12 to 16 June 1999, at the ministerial level of participation and jointly organized

by ~~P and the Economic Commission for Africa, constit~~Q an important

contdbutiono

On the suhject of the topics for the conference, my delegation believes that

the elements recommended hy the Governing Council of UNEP provide an excellent

basis for the General Assembly's consider.ation of this crucial matter in order to

arrive at a consensus. Negotiations on topics for the conference will have to he

based on the clear recognition that meaningful solutions to environmental problens

can be reached only through the co-operation and commitment of all countries and an

understanding of the constraints that developing countries face as regards their

financial and technological ability to deal with environmental problems while under

pressure to deal with the problems of poverty.

In this connection, the post tive posi tion of the Group of 77, as set out in

the Caracas Programme of Action, in which the developing countries reaffirm their

commitment to the strengthening of international co-operation for the protection of

the environment, will he an important contribution to progress in this direction.

The concerns of the members of the Group of 77 on matters such as sustainable

development, conditionalities, responsibilities, poverty, the struggle for food,

water and energy and their impact on the environment cannot just be dismissed or

reduced to a 1T'.atter of lack of attention to the management and planning of national

resources. Their concerns derive from real experience of the interdependence of

environment and development. Therefore the root causes of environmental

~gradation must be identified and targeted for specific action without diverting

the conference from its concentration on environment. The views expressed by the

non-aligned countries in the recent Belgrade Declaration sn~uld also contribute to

progress in the negotiations.
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One of the important topics for consideradon and inclusion in the agenda of

the conference is the urgent need to strengthen the role and effectiveness of the

Uni ted Nations Environment Programme. The Governing Covncil of UNEP has for a long

time repeatedly emphasized the need to 9trengthen its role as the co-ordinating

body for action on environment throughout the whole United Nations system, as well

as the effectiveness of its mandate to serve as a catalyst for initiatives at the

international, regiooal and national levels. In its recent decision 15/1, adopted

at its fifteenth session,che Council emphasized once more the urgent need for

action to strengthen its role in view of nounting envi~onroental concern and the

need for closer interna~ional co-operation. We support the strengthening of the

role and mandate of UNEP and emphasize the need for urgent action, without

.necessarily delaying until 1992.

The Kenya delegation, however, deplores so-called institutional reforms that

would cause international organs to proliferate and complicate the role of the

United Nations in the field of environment, seriously reducing its ability and

effectiveness.
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Some of the views expressed at the last Governing Council that "there might be

two environmental bodies within the United Nations system, each with its own

mandateft and that "the body envisaged by the Declaration of the Hague could be an

environmental authority or council comparable in political influence and prestige

to the Security Council" would, if implemented, be detrimental to the ability of

the United Nations to deal effectively with environmental problems and also

prejudice the sovereign rights and development interests of developing countries.

Environmental problems are, foremost, the consequences of poverty in

developing countries and the excesses of affluence in the developed industrialized

countries and should remain in the appropriate organs of the United Nations.

Selfish attempts to plunge them into the trenches of power politics should be

resisted. The preparatory session and the 1992 conference should therefore devote

their limited time and resources in considering, and taking action on, the

strengthening of the effectiveness and mandate of UNEP in the United Nations and at

the operational levels rather than indulging in so-called reform proposals that

would certainly turn the forum into a political arena.

A number of other important issues are to be decided at this session,

especially on the preparatory intergovernmental machinery and the secretariat, on

both of which I shall now present Kenya's viewR. In its decisior 15/3 the

Governing Council of UNEP recommended, in paragraph 6 of the annex, that the

preparatory committee

"should be the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Programme,

open on a basis of equality to all States Members of the United Nations or

members of a specialized agency or the International Atomic Energy AgencyN.

(A/44/25, p. 118)

This recommendation is based on established practice and should be accepted by

the General Assembly. Last year the General Assembly reQuested the Governing
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Council of UNEP to address this issue. No oth~: governing body was addressed so

directly as UNEP, which within the United Nations is the organ with the expertise

on environmental questions and in the environment field. The recommendation is

consistent with the way in which we have handled SUch matters. For instance, when

the matter of the United Nations Conference on New and Renewable Sources of Energy

came up, the Assembly entrusted the United Nations Committee on Natural Resources -

which was open to other Member States - with the preparatory process. Clearly, it

should not be different when it comes to the case of UNEP.

A related question is: where should the preparatory committee meet? First

and foremost, it should meet at the seat of tP~P, Nairobi. But there should be

more than one or two more meetings, and these could be held in other United Nations

headquarters - New York and Geneva - and, if a further meeting is required it

should again be held at the seat of UNEP, in Nairobi. It is our considered view

that the preparatory process should benefit immensely from the experience and

expertise of UNEPJ it would then be assured of the closest consultations for the

preparation of the conference.

This brings me to another very important matter, namely, the secretariat to

prepare for the conference and its location. Ideally, the secretariat should have

been that of UNEP. But we know it is traditional that a secretary-general to head

such a process be named by the United Nations Secretary-General. Considering that

the conference needs to be extremely well prepared, that time is running out and

that such a secretariat should closely consult with UNEP, its ideal location should

be Nairobi. Over the last 16 years UNEP has efficiently co-ordinated environmental

activities from Nairobi, and inter-secretariat meetings have alternated between

Nairobi and Europe to facilitate such co-ordination. The preparatory secretariat

for the conference could no doubt do likewise. We note, however, that the

Governing Council recommended that such a secretariat be set up in Geneva.
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~ the Executive Director of UNEP, Mr. Mostafa Tolba, stated, envircnmental

momentum has been towering high .in the skies. Much is expected in this field. The

foremost Uni ted Ha tions forum a1 the environment is UNEP, l!nd as the Ass~mbly

decides on the important matters before it this fact should net be bypassed at any

cost.

The 1992 conference, which this session is to finalize, should set the stage

for environmental action for decades to cone and contribute significantly to the

achievements made since the Stockholm Conference in 1972. The Stockholm process

was supplemented by a number of reviews, among them a session of a apecial

character in 1962, 10 years after Stockholm. More recently, the report

IIEnvironmental perspective to the Year 2000 and Beyond- and the report of the World

CODlllission on Environment and ~"e1opnent were submitted to the Gener~l AsseJlb1y

when it adopted resolutions 42/186 and 42/187, respectively. The net result should

be a strengthened environmental movement and as many global instruments as are

possible between now and 1992. That movement would be spearheaded by a

strengthened UNEP in the United Nations, with the active participation of the rest

of its Eystem.

The thited Nations created environmental machinery nearly 20 years ago. All

subsequent reviews have called for its strengthening. The next steps cannot and

should not misconstrue this clear message. My delegation vUl take an active part

in the negotta tions on the above Md other related topics concerning the

forthcoming conference. But we sUbmit that everything possible should be done to

support UNEP in efforts to organize this conference.

'l'ENTATIVE PROGRAMME OF WORK

The PRESID!NT. We have herd the last speaker for this afternoon in the

debate on the proposed 1992 Uni ted Nations conference on environment and

development. The debate on this aspect of SUb-item (f) of agenda item 82 "ut be

'-<4
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concluded tomorrow morning as the first item, to be followed by consideration of

agenda item 14, "Report of the International Atomic Energy Agency·.

aefore ! adjourn the meeting, I should like to inform the Assembly that

consideration of agenda item 32~ "The situation in Afghanistan and its implications

for international peace and security", which w~s originally scheduled for Wednesday

morning, 25 October, is being postponed to allow the review by the Fifth Committee

of the programme budget implications of draft resolution A/44/L.17. Pending

confirmation, however, we may he able to take up this item tomorrow afternoon. I

suggest that representatives consult the scheduled meetings in tomorrow's Journal.

The meeting rose at 6:40 p.m.
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