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Letter date4-l5 May l31A, from the COUl1sellor,
Charge d'Affa.ires, a.• i. 2 of the R.e_~nent Mil!.S!ion of Ethio..:Q..ia.

to the Unit~UTa.tioI!§l aC!.dressed to the Secreta..*'Y-Gen~ra!

Exce11enc~y"?

I ha.ve the honour to refer to tha report of the Interna.tiona.l· La~., Commission on
~h!:l 1'lork of its t''1enty-fourth session and, in particular, to its cormnentary on the
te;.;~t of iJlis draf't articles on the su.ccession of States in respect of treaties rela.til1g
to boundary reg-imeS

e
~0...fj.'~:i.&).-lt_~.9rd.§__o.t'_ th~e__Genera.J._ Asseni1?:J-;y:, ~lenty:-~C?_~e..!l~.§l_~lt~:hO.!!,

fU.1:rolement No. 10 A/8ll0t Rev.1) /.

H.aferring ·to the bTS.zing provisions of the 1857 .Anglo-Ethiopian Agreement relating
to tho boundary bet''1een Ethi.opia. and thE:! former British Somaliland P:rotec'tor.a;te, the
C():Dmi.sSiOll, in its commentary to draf't D.rticles 29 and ,0, sta,tes that E·~h.i.cpia

1'{Iec1:i.ned to recognize tha:'e the ancilla.ry provisions, wr...ich constituted 011e of the
0cnd:.i.t.ions of thc:.t set'l;lemenl;, ,,,oulcl :remain binding upon it ~ "1/ In tha.t same
co:,nmellta.ry, the Commission elso man~ions that Somalia. ha.s denounced the Agreement
11::11 rcs]t0llSD to E'(jh.iopia. 1S ululateral YTJ.thc1ra:VTal of the grazing provisions •• "..... t1g}
'Y~le Gove:nllnent of I:thiopia. .JIiDkos c:xceptiol1 "'tin these passages in the Commission's
CortlI'1ent a::!:'J •

In clarif;ring the posi:bim:::. of my GovArnment, I vlOuld like to inform jrOU tha.t a.t
:1.. 1 ·~·.i.mo ha.s -i;ho GO";'t?,rnl,!e'(lt of EthioIJia sto."!iecl tha.t it is not bound by the grazing
3:rrangemsllts of the J.897 P.,nglo-E-i;hioJ;.isn Agreement. Nei'(;her ha.s it taken a11y action
'GU ':Tithc.lra:\'T those a,rJ;,c-mgsrnel1."~A. The Government of Ethiopia, ha.s 8.t all t~mes been
(·om;i.8'hent in its position tha.t the bounda.ry clauses as well as the gra.zing provisiollS
vf th(, 1897 Imglo-EthiopiaJ.1. Agr.3cment relllDin valid and that they axe binding upon both
E'!;}- iopia. and Somalia.•

_...._-----

. 11 Official Recol..d.&....9...:tJjlc Q.el1eraUsse.!I!bly:"Twenty:::.seventh Sess~,
~~J?}?J:!3m!illt }To .. 10 (A787l0/Rev.~pa.ra.gra;ph (12) of the commentary to draft
C',r-i,ioles 29 and 30, p. 81 ..

:?J ~. ,PlO 80. The text of the sentence a.s it a;ppears in the Commission's
rEcporli reads a.s follows ~ "Somalia. cloes not seem to ha:'1e claimed tha.t, as a. successor
Sta.to, i'b "Ta.S iPs...q jure freed from any obliga.tiol'l to respect the boundaries established
l:>y t:rea;\;ies concluded by its J?redecessor State though it did denounce the 1897 Anglo­
Ethioj;>ia1J. Trea.ty in r~spol')se to ]},bhiopis.' s unila.tersl 'vithdl"a:\val of the gra.zing rights
r.1::'11:liiN1e<1 belo'·T. 11 (2 P. )
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Furthermore, the Commission refers to the view of the United Kingdom expressed
following thetermina.tion of its responsibili'bies for the Protectorate the.t the
boundary and the grazing provisions of the 1897 Anglo-Ethiopian Agreemel~t remain in
force but that only the "special a.rrangement" of the 1954 AnClo-Ethiopian Agreement
"rould la~se. Such also ha.s been and still is 'the position of the Goverl'lDlent of
Ethiopia.•

The Governmen'/i of Ethiopia., prior to the teI'Dlina.tion of the Somaliland
Protectora.te, had notified the Gove~"l1IIlent of the United Kingdom tOO;li the "special
arrangement" of' the 1954 Agreement "roulcl a:utoma.tically come to an end. Tha.t
notifica.tion has been consic1ered as an official expression of the position of the
Government of' Ethiopia, tha.t all the provisions of the 1897 Agreement together vith
the gra,zing arrangements remain valid and unimpaired. No subsequent events ha,ve
taken pla.ce to warran't any sugges·tion to the effect that the Government of Ethiopia.
has termina.ted the gra.zing arrangements.

I "rould be gra.teful if you kindly transmi.t the foregoing o~servations of my
Government to the International LaM Commission and I "rish to express the hope tha.t
'the Connnission ,·Till 'bake into a,ccOlmt those observa.tions in preparing its commell'iiary
to artiqles 29 and ,0 in its fina~ report on the succession of States in respect of'
trea.ties.

Acoept, Excellency, 'bhe a.ssurances of my highest considera.tion.

(pisge~) ,Yilma. Tadesse
Counsellor

Cha.rge Cl. 'Affaires, a.• i.
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