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Urgent need for a comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty

The General Assembly.

Convinced that a nuclear war cannQt be won and must never be fought,

Convinced alsQ Qf the consequent urgent need for an end to the nuclear-arms
race and the immediate and verifiable reductiQn and ultimate elimination of nuclear
weapons.

~nvinced further that an end to nuclear testing by all States in all
environments for all time is an essential step in Qrder to prevent the qualitative
improvement and development Qf nuclear weapons and their further prQliferation and
to contribute, along with other concurrent efforts to reduce nuclear arms, to the
eventual elimination of nuclear weapons,

Recognizing the recent prQgress made in the negotiations between the Union of
Soviet SQcialist Republics and the United States of America as reflected in their
joint statement of 23 September 1989 11 towards improved verification arrangements

11 A/44/578-S/20868, annex.
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and the ratification of the Treaty between the United States of America and the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on the Limitation of Underground Nuclear
Weapons Tests, 1/ signed on 3 July 1974, and their Treaty on Underground Nuclear
Explosions for Peaceful Purposes, ~/ signed on 28 May 1976, and urging both
countries to complete this process,

~el.c~.minq the ongoing implementation by the United States of America and the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics of their Treaty on the Elimination of Their
Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles and the agreement in princi~le on and
further progrdss made towards an agreement for 50 per cent reductions in their
strategic nuclear forces,

R~~~ll1ng the ~isarnament declaration adopted by the Ninth Conference of Heads
of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Belgrade, from 4 to
7 September 1989, i/

R~lling .~~~Q the proposals by the leaders of the Six-Nation Initiative ~/ to
promote an end to nuclear testing,

'QnYi~~ that the most effective way to achieve the discontinuance of all
nuclear tests by all States in all environments for all t:ime is through the
conclusion, at an early date, of a verifiable, comprehensive nuclear-test-ban
treaty that will attract the adherence of all States,

R~[fJLmlrrg the particular responsibilities of the Conference on Disarmament
in the negotiation of a comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty,

.~l Qfttc.J.~.l_.RtlCQIQ~. Qf... tDQ Qel1erG'J .As.~QmQ~y I T"'tH'lty-ninth.Sess ion,
SV1>.p.1imL~Ul.t._HQ.L.Xr (A/9627), allnex 11.

Jl 1'he.._TJ.ni.t.e~N~tJQJI:1PJ1HH'J'l'I(.1me.1tY~HHbQQk, vol. r, 1976 (United Nations
pUblication, Sales No. E.77.IX.2), app~ndix Ill.

4/ A/44/551-S/20870, annex.

~/ See the JoInt Declaration issued on 22 May 1984 by the heads of Stale or
Government of Argentina, Greece, India, Moxico, SWf.~den and the United Republic ()f

Tanzania (A/39/277-S/1658", annex; for the printed tf.ixt, see QfOci'il Rec;orns .;;f

tbeS_ec~r.i..tY_.~;'Q!JnciJ'L 'J'hJ r tY:J),iJltb ¥.e..ax I ...S.l,lP1>lft~.!1t {Q,rM> r H, Mi;1Y.~lnc;1 J 1.,1: le 19811,
document S/16587, annex), rOi\ffirmed in the Delhi Declarat.ion issued on
28 January 1985 (A/40/114-S/16921, annex; for tho printed text, see Official
~e~Qr~~.Qt."..th~S.eC;!g~tYCQ\Ulc;:ilLfor.tieth Year,Supplement forJ~1nu~ryI February
~l}qM.arGh.196.5, document S/16921, annex), the M(Jxico Docl,Hdtion lssuud on
7 August. 1986 (A/41/518-S/187.77, annex I), and the Stockholm DecL:U"dtion issued 0,1

21 January 1988 (A/43/125-S/19478, annex).
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HQUng the work being undertaken wi thin the Conference on Disarma.nent by the
A~_~Q~ Group of Scientific Experts to Consider International Co-operative Measures
to Detect and Identify Seismic Events in preparation for the next phase of the
technical test, to take place in 1990, concerning the global exchange and analysis
of seismic data,

1. ROAltlll1l.L.i.tLcQnvictll>ll that. a treaty to achieve the prQhibi tiQn Qf all
nuclear-test 8~~,lo~icns by all States in all environments for all time is a matter
of fundamenta.. ,illl:')" 1" tunce;

2. JlrgU, I,;h0t'efore, that the following ar-tions be taken in order that. a
comprehensive nuclear-tast-ban treaty may be concluded at an early datel

(a) The Conference on Disarmament should intensify its consideration of
item 1 of its agenda entitled "Nuclear test ban" and initiate substantive work on
all aspects of a nuclear-test-ban treaty at the beginning of its 1990 session;

(b) States members of the Conference on Disarmament, in particular the
nuclea~-weapon States, and all other States shou11 co-operate in o~der to
facilitate and promote such work;

(c) Ths nuclear-weapon States, especially those that possess the most
important nuclear arsenals, should agree promptly to appropriate verifiable and
militarily significant interim measures, with a view to realizing a comprehensive
nuclear-test-ban treaty;

(d) Those nuclear-weapon States that have not yet done so should adhere to
the Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in the Atmo~phere, in Outer Space and under
Water;

3. Al:lQ.JAX!lU the Conference on D... sarmament:

(a) To take immediate steps for the establishment, with the wtd~st possibld
participation, of an international seismic monitoring network with a view to the
further development of its potential to monito~ and verify compliance with a
comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty;

(b) To take into account, in this context, the progress achieved by the
Ad Hoc Group of Scientific Experts to Consider International Co-operative Measures
to Detect and Identify Seismic Events, including work on the routine exchange and
use of wave-form data, and other relevant initiatives or experiments by individual
States and groups of States;

(c) 10 encourage the widest possible participation by States in the technical
test t.hat will take place in 1990 concerning the global exchange and analysis of
seismic data;

(d) To initiate detailed investigatIon of
verify compliance with such a treaty, including
atmospheric radioactivity;

other measures to monitor and
n international network to monitor
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4. CAll. \olP.lm the Conference on Disarmament to rep.nt to the General
Assembly at ita forty-fifth session on progre~s made,

5. ~acJ,.du to include in the provisional agenda of its forty-fifth session
the item ent.i tled "UI'gent need for l\ comprehens ive nuclear-test-ban treaty".
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