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The meeting was called to order at 1:0.30 a.m.

ADDRESS BY HIS MAJESTY KING MSWATI IIX, HEAD OF STATE OF THE KINGDOM OF SWA2 ILAND

The PRESIDENT: The Assembly will now hear an address by the Head of

State of the Kinadom of Swaziland, His Majestv King Mswati III,

His Majesty King Mswati I1Y, Head of State of the Kingdom of Swaziland, was

escorted into the General Assesbly Hall,

The PRESIDENT: On behalf of the General assembly, I have the honour to

welcome to the United Nations the Head of State of the Kingdom of Swaziland,
His Majesty King Mswati III, and to invite him to address the Assembly.

King MSWATI IlI: May I start, Mr. President, bv conaratulating vou most

sincerely on your well-deserved election to the presidency of this, the
forty-fourth session of the United Nations General Assembly. I am confident that,
with your outstanding diplomatic skills, proved exper ience and undoubted leadership
abilities, the Assembly will meet the challence of its global commitments. On a
personal note, we Swazis are delichted that this vitally important job is in the
hands of a fellow African, with whose country we have enjoved excellent,

lona-standing relations.
I wish also to reqister my appreciation for all that your predecessor,

His Excellency Mr. Dante Caputo, maraged to achieve, while so ably quiding the

proceedinas of last year's session.
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You will be aware that this is my first opportunity to address the General
Agsenbly, Ne other Swazi Kinq has had such an opportunity. I am very conscious,
as I stand before you, of the 44 years of illustrious history belonging to the
United Nations., It is a history which has shown, time and again, that the
Organization remains the most important multilateral institution for resolving
international conflicts. I, Her Majesty the Indlovukazi, and the whole Swazi
nation are proud to be identified with such a history, and I can assure you of my
determination to lend Swaziland®s €ull support to the Organization's fundamental
principles and quiding tenets. The promotion of international pesce and security,
through full respect for human rights and the dignity of all citizens, remsins
elemental to our goals and purposes. 1 therefore note with relief and satisfaction
that we meet aqainst¢ a backdrop of a relaxation in the relations between the two
super-Powers. I applaud the role played by the United Nations, in this, and in all
its efforts in multilateral diplomacy.

With that in mind I should like at this point to pay tribute to our
Secretary-General, His Excellency Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar. The international
community without question benefits from his outstanding devotion to duty and his
boundless enerqgy. His staff too deserve our qratitude. The specialized aqencies,
and particularly the United Wations peace~keeping forces throuchout the world,
continue to earn our qratitude and appreciation for work well done in their mission
for advancing the cause of human digqnity and fustice.

I must express Swaziland's concern at renewed evidence of the econoric

imbalance between Worth and South., The latest offering of the World Feonomic

Survey of 1989 holds out very little hope to ug in the South of any improvement.

Ag a result, Swaziland is an active member of the Southern African Development

Co-ordination Conference (SADCC) and the preferential trade area. It is ouwr aim to
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counter the imbalance by encouraging our economic community in eastern and southern
Africa. Swaziland is a small, landlocked Kinadom. Our economic development
depends on a healthy climate of international trade relations. an active reaional
economic community will provide essential markets and this, in turn, will encourage
our producers to diversifv and thus strenathen our aaro-indus trial base. I would
welcome endorsement of this policy by our economic partners in development.

I should like to turn my attention now to areas of conflict current in the
world today.

The problems in the Middle East continue to cause concern to the people of
Swaziland. We sympathize with all involved and would appeal to all parties to
exercise maximum restraint., We welcome the call for an international peace
conference on the Middle East. We feel that participation should be on an equal
footing, with no pre-conditions.

Close o home, I should like to reassert Swaziland's unswerving commitment to
the principles of nonracial democracy, nomalianment and complete respect for
human dignity, justice and peaceful coexistence with all.

We hope that the séuth African Government, under its new leadership, will
respect the views and rightful expectations of all its citizens. We are encouraqed
by the new initiatives and can only hope that words are backed up by action.

This time next month Namibia will have elected its first democratic
Government. My country prays for a peaceful election process, free from outside
pressure. Whatever the outcome, we trust that the monitoring force of the United
Nations Transition Assistance Group (UNTAG) will ensure that it is the will of the

majority that prevails. We look forward to welcoming Namibia to next vear's

Assembly session.
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En route to New York I paid a shert visit to our neighbour Mozambique. During
friendly and fruitful discussions I ossured the President of my resolve to speak
out clearly on his country's behalf. The continuing war affects Swaziland in many
ways. The refugecs fleeing the conflict are of particular concern to us,
constituting at least 7 per cent of our total population. Fifty thousand refuaees
currently stretch our rescurces in land, finance and employment. While we are
encouraged by the response of the international community as a whole, and of the
Organization of African Unity (OAU) in particular, we feel that the time has now
come for the Assembly to qive full attention to supporting the process started by
President Chissano and carried on by Presidents Moi and Mugabe of Kenya and
Zimbabwe, respectively. Let us give real assistance to the people of Mozambique
and ease the alarming pattern of emiaration, which is threatening to choke the

countries playing reluctant host.
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Sadly, many other situations of conflict persist throuchout the world,

Swaz iland would welcome the gquidance of the Secretary-General and United Nations
agencies €or their future settlement., I refer to the onqoing situations in
Afghanistan, Iran—iraq, Kamouchez, the Korean peninsula, Western Sah;ra, New
Caledonia, Cyprus, Latin America and Senegal-Mauritania. Our previous successes
should spur us on to address today's problems.

Swaziland was saddened to hear of events in Beijing eariier this vear. We
hope and pray that peace has returned to that city and that the spirit of youthful
expression has not been entirelv squashed.

It is heartening to be able to share in the enthusiasm of the United Nations
for envircnmental issues, I am impressed by the deep concern of‘sevetal Membet
States, which are working within the United Nations system on this agenda.
Swaziland is fully prepared to play its part in this vital proaqramme of action.
Issues such as deforestation and desertification have particular relevance for us.
We support fully all proposals made by the Assembly €£or an international conference
in 1992, to focus on environmental awarcness.

In conclusion, I should like to expre3s my firm opinion that the United
Nations continues to be the best hope for mank ind. te the people ¢f Swaziland are
proud to be associated wit' this auqust Assembly. Our own policies are dictated by
the realities of our situation, and cautious wisdom has always been the Swazi
watchword. The Charter of the United Nations is one with which we identiiy most
stronqly.

It is my privilege, then, on behalf of all the Swazi people, to pledge our

continued co-operation with the United Nations system and its special ized aaencies.

God bless you all.
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The PRESIDENT: On behalf of the General Assemblv, I wish to thank the

Head of State of the Kingdom of Swaziland for the important statement he has just
made.

King Mswati III, Head of State of the Kingdom of Swaziland, was escorted f£rom

the General Assembly Hall.

TENTATIVE PROGRAMME OF WORK

The PRESIDENT: I should like to aive members an cutline of the tentative

proaramme of plenary meetings for the rest of October and the beainnina of November.

On Tuesday, 17 October, in the morning, the Assembly will take up item 10,
"Report of the Secretary-General on the work of the Orqanization®; item 27,
"Co-operation between the United Nations and the Orqanization of African Unity”;
and item 24, *Co-operation between the United Nations and the Latin American
Economic System”,

On Tuesday, 17 October, in the afternoon, the Assembly will take up item 148,
"Observer status for the Council of Europe in the General Assembly"; item 22,
"Co~operation between the United Nations and the Organization of the Islamic
Conference”; item 23, "Co-operation between the United Nations and the League of
Arab States"; and item 8, "Adoption of the agenda and organization of work" -
fourth report of the General Committee.

On Wednesday, 18 October, in the mornina, the Assenbly will take up item 29,
"Ouestion of the Comorian island of Mayotte": and item 15 (a), "Election of five
non-permanent members of the Security Council®,

On Monday, 23 October, in the morning, the aAssembly will take up item 34, “The
situation in Central America: threats to international peace and security and

peace initiatives"”.
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Prior to action being taken on item 82 (f), "Environment®”, by the Second
Commi ttee, the proposed 1992 United Nations conference on envirc aent and
development will be considered on Monday, 23 October, in the afternoon.

On Tuesday, 24 Qctober, in the morning, the Assembly will tzke up item 21,
"Achievements of the International Year of Peace"; and item 154, "Operaticn
Lifeline Sudan".

On Wednesday, 25 October, the Assembly will consider item 14, “"Report of the
International Atomic Energy Agency”.

On Thursday, 26 October, the Assembly will consider item 82 (i), "Science and
technology for development®. 1In the morning of that day, the Asgembly will hold a
commemorative meeting for the observance of the tenth anniversary of the adopticn
of the Vienna Programme of Action on Science and Technology for Development.

On Wednesday, 1 November, in the morning, the Assenbly will take up
item 17 (i), "Confirmation of the appointment of the Administrator of the United
Nations Development Programme®; and item 15 (b), "Election cof eighteen members of
the Economic and Social Council®.

On Monday, 6 November, in the morning, the Assembly will take up item 20,
"Rgturn or restitution of cultural property to the countries of oriqin"; and item
16 (a), "Election of twenty-nine members of the Governing Council of the United
Nations Environment Programme"”.

On Tuesday, 7 November, the Assembly will begin its consideration of item 28,

*Policies of apartheid of the Government of South Africa".
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On Wednesday, 8 November, in the morning, the Assemdbly will hear an address by
the Prime Minister of the United Kinadom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the
Right Honourable Mrs. Margaret Thatcher, and will take up item 16 (b), “Election of
twelve members of the Worid Food Council®; and item 16 (¢}, “Election of seven
merbers of the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination”

In the afterncon of the same day, the Assembly will resume its consideration
of item 28, "Policies of apartheid of the Government of 3outh Africa".

On Thursday and Friday, 9 and 10 Novenber, the Assembly will continue its
consideration of item 28.

I should like to remind members that every attempt is being made to curtail
the duration of the session so that the Assembly can conclude its work by Monday,
11 December, in order that the special session on apartheid and its destructive
consequences for southern Africa may take place, as planned, frcm 12 to 14 December.

Further, I should like to inform representatives that the Pledging Conference
for Development Activities will be held on Monday, 30 October and Tuesdav,

31 October. The Conference will be opened by the Secretary-General,

It is of cowse understood that reports of f:he Main Committees will be
cons idezred as they become available,

The tentative schedule that I have just announced will appear in the verbatim
tecord of this meeting as well as in the Journal summary. In the mean time, if
there are any changes I shall keep the Agssembly inforwed.

The list of speakers for all the items which I have menticnmed will be opened

at 3 Poeillle today.
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GENERAL DEBATE

Mr. TAWEMA (Benin) {(interpretation from French): First and foremost, I
should like to convey my sincere conaratulations, and those of the people and
Government of Benin, to Mr. Joseph Garba on his well-deserved election to the
presidency of the forty-fourth session of the General Assembly of the United
Nations, That unanimous choice is a tribute not only to Niqeria, with vhich Benin
has historical, fraternal and fruitful relations, but also to al the peoples of
Africa.

Your exceptional diplomatic skills, Mr. President, vour perspicacity and the
respect and esteem in which you are held by the international community auarantee
the success of this session.

Allow me to express my delegation®s qreat admiration for Mr. Dante Caputo,
former Minister of Foreign Affairs of Argentina, for the energetic, clear-siqhted
and effective manner in which he quided the work of the forty-third session of the
General Assembly, both in New York and in Geneva. We pav tribute to him for the
wisdom he showed in ensuring that justice and democracy prevailed throuah the
adoption of decisions that have been beneficial to the international community and
have enhanced the prestige cf cur shared Organization.

I tuke this opportunity also to express my delegation's great appreciation to
Mr., Javier Perez de Cueilar, the Secretary-General, €or all the work he has done te
create more favourable conditions for the restcration of peace in the world, and
for his tireless and praiseworthy endeavours to strenathen the role and importance
of the United Nations.

The world of today is underadina profound changes that are being €elt in

international relations as a climate of détente., Those chandes are apparent
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particularly in the.fEields of disarmament, reqional cenflicts, economic relations,

and humanitarian and social problems. That was the conclusion just reached by the

Hesds of State and Government of the Movement of Non-Alianed Countries at its ninth
conference, held from 4 to 7 September in Belqgrade. They stated that:

"Some favourable developments are emeraina and ¢preading in international
relations. Conflicts and hestilities are tending to aive way to negotiations,
understanding and co-operation. Tt would appear that the path leadina to the
establishment of lasting peace is openina un”.

Indeed, almost two years aqo that the United States of America and the Soviet
Union ushered in a new era in modern international relations in the form of a
fruitful dialogue between their top leaders. At that time, my country welcomed the
signing of the Washinaton agreements and the Geneva neqotiations between those two
great Powers. It is happy to associate itself with many other countries in
expressing the hope that the dialooue that they have begun will continue and that
the talks under way between them on strateqgic weapons will very scon bear fruit,
increasina mutual confidence and yielding results beneficial to the whole of
mank ind. *

The peoples of the world yearn for peace and t}\e people of Benin hopes that
the rapprochement between the United States and the Soviet Union will allow them to
speed up the process leading to general and complete disarmament. That is why the
People's Republic of Benin supports the internmational communitv's efforts to make

permanent the climate of relaxation that is so favourable to disarmament

negotiations.

* Mr. Adouki (Conqo), Vice-President, took the Chair.




JB/6 A/44/PV. 30
19

{Mr., Tawema, ®Benin)

Disarmament remains the surest way today of creating an atmosphere conducive
to the establishment of lasting peace in the world. But disarmament must be
conceived and carvied out in a way that will enhance the well~beina of mankind as a
whole and ensure that the vital balance is struck between the various cateaories of
States that make up the international community. Disarmament should serve
development by permittina a significant increase in the resources of countries
beset by hunger, disease and poverty.

I am convinced that the implementation of the Programme of Action adopted at
the International Conference on the Relationship between Diasarmament and
Development, held here in New York in 1987, will free the resources necessary for
the economic and social development of the poorest countries, and should promote
hetter living conditions for the peoples of the developed countries. In that
respect, the States that have always had doubts about this relationship between
disarmament and development should, in a spirit of solidarity with the rest of the
international community, join in the consensus that has been achieved.

Once again my country commends the constant striving for disarmament, and
welcomes the encouraginag results of the Conference on the prohibition of chemical
weapons held in Paris from 7 to 11 January 1989 at the invitation of
Mr. Francois Mitterand, President of the French Republic.

Benin hopes that in the near future the work of the Geneva Committee will
result in the preparation of an international convention banning the manufacture

and use of chemical weapons, which have caused so many atrocities and such

suffering over recent decades.

The terrible consaquences of conflicts and tensions between countries and the

threats of annihilation that beset mankind have impressed on all the countries and
neoples of the world the need to achieve peace by means of dialoque and

neqotiation.
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However, many regions of owr world continue to be disrupted by conflicts. In
southern Africa, after decades of humiliation and sufferina, the heroic people of
Namibia is moving towards full sovereigqnty. My country welcomes the implementation
of Security Council resolution 435 (1978), which is recalled, confirmed and updated
v Security Council resolution 632 (1989). All the States Members of the
Orqanization, and especially the five permanent members of the Security Council,
should exert all their influence and demonstrate their clear~-sichtedness in order
to keep the resources of the military element of the United WNatiuns Transition
Assistance Group (UNTAG) at the level envisaged in resolution 435 {(1978), as
recommended by the South West Africa People's Oraanization (SWAPQ), the front-line

States, the Organization of African Unitv, and the Movement of Non-Aligned

Countries,
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The traqic events in Namibia since 1 April 1989 could have been avoided had
the forces of UNTAG been larqer and possessed more means to control the situation
in the field in accordance with the spirit and letter of the relevant Security
Council resolutions.,

Our Oraanization, therefore, should do its utmost to ensure complicance with
the terms of resolutions 435 (1978) and 632 (1989) in order to enable the Namibian
people freely to attain international sovereianty. I take this opportunity to
express my country's indignation at the assassination on Tuesdav,

12 September 1589, of Anton Lubowski, a member of the political bureau of the South
West Africa People's Oraanization and to pay a tribute to the couraae of all the
leaders of SWAPO, in partieular its Chairman, Sam Nujoma, who, despite that
abhorrent act, continues tc speak the lanquage of reconciliition and neace. It is
the duty of this Jrganization, through its appropriate bodies, to ensure that the
process now under way to bring independence to Namibia is successfully completed.

My country is also concerned by the persistence of apartheid as a system of
qovernment. Apartheid, that crime asainst humanity, continues to manifest itself
in increased repression, police brutality, imprisonment, prolonged detention of the
leaders of the black majority, bantustanization, banishments, restrictions, the
bannina of mass orqanizations and so forth,

The pecple and Government of Benin support the struagqle of the valiant people
of South Africa united in natinnalist movements such as the African National
Conaress of South Africa (ANC) and all the other political parties and mass

organizations which are resisting apartheid.
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The Peaple's Republic of Benin reaffirme, throuch me, its resolute and
cateqorical condemnation of the so-called elections of 6 Septeamber. 1989, which were

only a parody of democracy, because they excluded the vast majority of the South

AE; jican pecple. My country welcomes the wise decisicn of our Oraanization to hold

from 12 to 14 December 1989 a special session of the General Assemdly devoted to

apart:h_eid and its destructive consequences in southern Africa. We hope that this

will be an important step forward towards stamping out that repellent system.

1 could not speak about the problems of the southern part of our continent
without mentioning the peace efforts which are emerqing in Angola and Mozamb ique.
The Brazzaville Protocol, the New York aareements, the summit meetinas at Gbadolite
and Harare and the various meetings between deleaations of the parties concerned
are favourable sians of peace and security in Angola and Mmozambique. The
establishment of peace in those two fraterr-l countries will enable their
respect ive peoples to tackle the tasks of reconstruction and development.
Therefsre, the People's Republic of Renin encourages them to persevere on the path
of reconciliation and national unity.

Similarly, we welcome and wish to encourzae the neqotiations curzeatly under
way aimed at restorina a climate of paace in the Sudan and Eth iopia.

My coqntry alzo welcomes the sianing of the aareement between Chad and Libya
of 31 August 1989, which offers fresh hopes €or a paaceful political settlement of
the conflict batween those two countries, In this respect, Benin warmly welcomes
the spirit of concessicn, understandina and tolerance displayed by the Chadian and
Libyan leaders as well as the firm determinatinn of the Oraanizaticon of African
Unity (OAU) throush its Ad Hog Committee, and certain African Heads of State in

se2k ing ways and means of arriving at a permanent solution to that Aispute.
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Hith reqard to Restern Sahara, Benin firmly hopes that resclution 104 (XIX) of
the Orqanization of African Unity and General Assembly resolution 43/33 will be
fully and effectively implemented.

The Peopie's Republic of Benin appreciates the sustained efforts undertaken by
the POLISARIO Front and the Kingdom of Mcrocco to achieve a nedotiated peace, We
welcome the proposals and actions of the current Chairman of the GAU and the United
Nations Secretary-General to orqanize a referendum on self-determination., The
dialoque which has been started between these two parties must be continued in
order to avoid any further escalation of the war, with the attendant disastrous
consequences. -

With respect to the dispute between Seneqal and Mauritania, Benin supports the
mediation efforts of the OAU and fervently hopes that tolerance and mutual
understanding by both parties will prevail and that sz just and lasting solution may
be found that takes into account the genuine interests of those two fraternal
pecples, united by so many long~standing, indissoluble links.

In the Middle East, progress towards peace has been slow., My country is
convinced there can be no Genuine peace in that part of the world without a
solution to the Palestinian problem, The People's Repubiic of Renin welcomes and
wishes to encouraae the efforts of the internstional community to convene an
international conference on the Middle East, with the participatior on an equal
footing of all the parties concerned, including the Palestine Liberation
Orqanization (PLO).

The situation prevailing in Lebanon remains a matter of grave concern. My
country supports all efforts aimed at restoring unity to ‘the pecple of Lebanon and

quaranteeing its full sovereignty and the territocial intearity of its country by

means of neqotiation.
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The cessation of hostilities between Iran and Iraq must be confirmed by the
opening of neqotiations to bring about lasting peace, under the auspices of the
Security Council and by recognition of the important role of the United Nations
Military Observer Group in maintaining the cease-fire.

Conflicts and tension still persist in South-East Asia despite the progress
made at the first and second informal meetings in Jakarta in July 1988 and
February 1989, While the international Conference on Peaée in Cambodia, held in
Paris from 30 July to 30 August 1989, made possible important steps towards the
restoration of peace, it did not, unfortunately, arrive at a compr ehens ive solution
to the Cambodian problem, despite the ptaiéeworthv diplomatic efforts of the French
and Indonesian Governments. My country expreéses the hope that weapons will yield
to the rule of law and that the conflict will be settled on the basis of scrupulous
respect for the national sovereigqnty and territorial inteqrity of all the countries
of South-East Asia and the effective withdrawal of all foreign troops.

With regard to the situation in Afghanistan, Benin nctes that, despite the
implementation of resclution 43/20, which was adopted by consensus at the
forty-third session of the General Assembly, the Afghan people continues to live in
an atmosphare of insecurity and uncertainty. The effective restoration of peace
requires scrupulous compliance with the aqreement concluded between all the
parties,

Still in Asia, the question of the reunification of Korea remains a burning
issue. The People's Republic of Benin supports the position of the Movement of

Non-Aligned Countries, which reaffirmed at its last summit conference, in Belgrade,

that such reunification would be promoted by fostering mutual confidence and
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reconciliation of the north and the south and by the phased and balanced reduction
of armed forces on the Korean peninsula.

My country can only welcome the important developments in Latin America and
the Caribbean, which have taken various forms: democratization, emancipation,
consol idation of national independence, concerted political action and economic
integration. Benin supports the peace agreements signed by the Heads of State of
Central America, particularly the one just signed in Tela, Honduras, which is aimed
at establishing lasting peace in the reqion.

The climate of détente which currently prevails in international politiecal
relations is not, unfortunately, echoed in the economic field., There can be no
pesace and no sSecurity in the world without the prospects of economic prosperity for

all countries and all peoples.
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The prolonged economic crisis emerged aqainst a backqround of worsening
~ inegualities, poverty, disease and hunger, with all the various frustrations that
these bring in their wake. The drop in commodity prices, the heavy burden of
external debt, profound structural handicaps, the drastic reduction in growth rates
in the least developed countries, such as mine, and the fall in export earninas are
tremendously difficult challenges for us to take up without massive and effective
support from the international community.

The mid-term review of the implementation of the United Nations Programme of
Action for African Economic Recovery and Development demonstrated that the success
of that Programme depends to a larqe extent on the political resolve of the leaders
of the industrialized countries, as African States have already made tremendous
sacrifices in implementing reform policies. Indeed, it is necessary for the
developed countries to honour their undertakings tc provide African States with
sufficient assistance, particularly financial agsistance, to ensure the success of
structurai adjustment proarammes that have been aareed upon with the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank.

The usefulness of such programmes, -hich have the mer it of rationaliziny
production structures and expenditure machinery, has been proven, even though
sometimes they generate social tensions because they are too inclined to qive pride
of place to major macro-economic balances, It is importa;at that these situations
be understood by the whole international community, which we urae to provide active
support for the measures undertaken by the developing countries in order to

attenuate these disturbing social consequences of econcmic recovery projrammes.
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As representatives are aware, Benin has aqreed with the IMF and the World Bank
upon a structural adjustment programme with the IMF and the World Bank. May I,
once again, offer my country's thanks to the States and international organizations
that have contributed to the drawing up of our programme. Allow me also to erpress
my Government's gratitude to all the developed countries that have announced the
writing off of certain debts, to the benefit of the developing countries, and in
particular of the least developed countries, including my own. This is undoubtedly
one way of qiving relief to the poorest countries., But the international community
needs to draw up a new qlobal strategy aimed at recovery in the developing
countries® economies., It is desirable that the General Assembly, at this session,
set the right tone so that the special session scheduled for April 1990 may take
the appropriate decisions.

The concerns of the international community, in the face of environmental
problems, have become more acute, given the threat of the dumping of toxic and
hazardous wastes by the developed ccuntries in the developing countries. It is
thus urgent that we work together to establish measures that will prevent
disruption in the world‘’s ecological balance and will enable us to Aevelop our
capacity to maintain life.

It is important to take appropriate measures to halt the process of water
pollution and air pollution, the proqgressive depletion of the ozone layer, soil
degradation, deforestation and desertification, and the intolerable process by
which many rare animal species are becoming extinct. We value highly the measures
taken under the United Naiions Environment Programme, aimed at discouraaing

activities likely to threaten the quality of the marine environment and the

ecological balance of the seas,

My country welcomes also the prcposal to convene, before the end of 1992, the

.

second world conference on environment and development. Similarly, Benin is
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ready to support any measures aimed at drafting an international convention on the
protection and conservation of the world's climate.

The year 1988 was the fortieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights - an anniversary that was marked both in New York, at the forty-third
session of the General Assembly, and amona the Member States., This was an
opportunity for the international community to gauge the sianificant successes
achieved by the United Nations in promotina and protecting human rights and
fundamental freedoms and to assess what remains to be done in order tc ensure the
total liberation of mankind. The events that marked this commemoration in Benin
took place throughout 1988 and are continuing in 1989, The international seminar
on human rights and economic and social progress, and the national seminar in the
People's Republic of Benin on the promotion and protection of human rights - held
respectively from 30 May to 3 June and from 21 November to 25 November 1988 - the
conferences and round tables on human rights organized in December 1988, and the
translation into eigqht national lanquaqes of the text of the Universal Declaration
have all been significant events in this proaramme.

Furthermore, many measures have been taken by the Government of Benin in the
area of the promotion and protection of human riahts., I should like to mention in
particular the promulgation of the law setting up the Beninese Commission on Human
Rights, and the legal decision to qrant a general amnesty.

But all our efforts will be in vain if we lose sight of the future of the
world., As may be imagined, I wish to speak of children and their situation - those
of whom the Secretary~General, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, has said:

"Children do not live and grow up in a different world; they live in our

world, and their survival and growth depend on the health of our societies.

The situation of children in the world is bound up with gqrowth and
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development, just as their well-being is vital for economic and social

Progress,* |
‘Ha..tving‘ grasped at an early stage the fundamental importance of protecting children,
~Benin 'is taking part in the Bamako ir‘gitia_tive, and, with the assistance of the
United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEf‘) ,: isl carrying out the health project of
Pahou, a few kilometres from Cotonou. |
| Furthermore, my country is committed to winning the battle to have all
Beninese children vaccinated. Our aim is to‘. have between 75 per cent and
80 per cent of all children cevered by the end of the year 1990. 1In conjunction
with the effective activities of UNICEF, many States have supported the idea of
holding a world summit on children in 1990. In support of this great idea, and in
order to translate it into practical terms, the General Assembly should at its
forty-fourth session adopt unreservedly the Convention on the Rights of thg Chilaq,
submitted for its consideration by the Executive Director of UNICEF.

As the principal political organization that is truly universal in character,
the United Mations should continue to play a salutory role in the area of prometing
world peace by means of general and complete disarmament, the suppression of all
hotbeds of tensicn, the establishment of a fairer and more equitable international
economic order, the protection of the environment, the campaign against hunger in
the world, the elimination of all forms of social inequality, including racial
discriminatiqn and apartheid, and the promotion and protection of human rights and
the rights of peoples and children.

\ *nin supports this Organization fully, in the hope that it will help ail the

peoples of the world to realize their leqitimate aspiration to freedom, justice,

Peace and social progress,
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Mr, BEMANANJARA (Madagascar) (interpretation from French): At the behest

of the Government of the Demoeratic Republic of Madagascar I wish to convey to
Major-General Garba our sincere conqratulations on his election to the presidency
of the General Assembly at its forty-fourth session. We have long known his merits
and qualities and we trust that in the coming months he will continue to place at
the service of the international community the devotion he hazs demonstrated in the
defence of African dignity.

His Predecessor, Mr. Dante Caputo, quided the work of the forty-thirqd session
in an outstanding manner. We appreciated his statesmanlike qualities and his
courtecus efficiency, 2nd we thank him. )

Reading the Secretary-General's report on the work of the Oraanization
reinforced our viaw that no area of international activity is beyond his ken or
8sphere of legitimate interest. We were particularly struck by the coherence and
lucidity of his description of activities aimed at keeping the peace, preventing
conflicts, reducing the threat of war and promoting the settlement of disputes. We
assure the Secretary-General of the continued co-operation of the Government of
Madagascar in that sphere as in others, and convey to him our best wishes for the
successful discharge of his mandate.

During this debate the international situation has been analysed thoroughly
and in detail, but often in a subjective manner, with events being interpreted from
the standpoint of relations between North and South or Bast and West; it is true
that we have not yet been able to rid ourselves of our preconceptions., Granted,
there is less recrimination, more openness and a larqger number of appeals to common.
sense and to the need to allay tensions. But at the same time everyone stands
ready to defend new positions at 2 time when the predictable reactions of the

cold-war era are no longer a decisive elemenz in the formulation of national policy.
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We still seek a world free from day-to-day insecurity, a more democratic
world, a world where national selfishness has given way to the common interest, a
world unequivocally devoted to the purpcses and principles of the Charter., Cynics
would say we have been trying to do this without too many resulis for the past
44 years and that we are condemned to instability, because balance - even the
balance we are welcoming teday -~ is always precarious.

But let us begin to build with what we have and with what we are promised. 7o
be sure, nuclear disarmament and general and complete disarmament are Far away, on
a distant horizon. But it would be crass to disreqard the fact that realignment of
the mutual interests of the areat Powers and the two principal military bleoes and a
certain flexibility in stated pre-conditions have permitted the dialogue on arms
control to resume.

By the summer of 1990 there will be a treaty on a 50 per cent reduction in
strategic nuclear weapons, to be followed probably by an aareement on naval nyclear
weapons, There has been progress on conventional ;veapons. Chemical weapons have
been the subject of more o less similar proposals by the two super-Powers.
Compromise has been reached on verification of underarcund nuclear tests. The 1972
Treaty on anti-ballistic missiles is being respected. Finally, to qive longer—-term
perspective to current initiatives, we expect the convening in 1990 of a United
Nations conference on the conversion of military industries to civilian use.

The list is not as complete as we might have wished; it omits at least two
points. Could it be some remaining yearning for rivalry and confrontation between
the qreat Powere that has suppressed mention of zones of peace and co-operation,

including that of the Indian Ocean, and of nuclear-weapon-free zones? What role is

to be assigned to the United Nations in the multilateral verification of
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disarmament agreements? It is good to show that we have been moving in the right
.direction for several years, but it would be even better to take measures to
consolidate the international community's confidence in the United Nations in all
spheres of interpational relations.

When we mention the United Nations we naturally think of the
Secretary-General, of the principal orqans, and thus the decision-makina
procedures. But the most important decisions - relating to aqgression, the
maintenance and restoration of international peace and security, the settlement of
disputes, the International Trusteeship System, and arms control and eventual
disarmament - are by statute taken by the Security Council.

Ye want to strengthen the Council's role in the areas of timeliness,
effectiveness, credibility and democracy. It is therefore time to review
Article 27 of the Charter, in particular its paraqraph 3. The veto power, as it is
commonly known, has often paralysed the Secuv~ity Council more than one might have
reasonably expected. At a time when the rule of consensus is larqely accepted, we
should consider either eliminating the clause requirinag unanimity among the
permanent members or extending it to all members. Coexistence of consensus and the
veto is intolerable unless certain members view consensus as the ability to cast a
double veto.

After that digressic» - which was not really a digression at all - we wonder,
despite our commitment to détente and co~operation, whether the ptésent improvement
in the political climate applies everywhere and whether it can survive the test of
time and events. We have been disappointed too often in ﬂ;e past, and our
exper jence with volte-faces, unhealthy obstinacy and bad faith on the part of some

of our interlocutors hardly justifies excessive, soothing optimism.
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In southern Africa there is talk of a new constitutional order, fundamental
change, dialoque and power-sgharing by the vear 2000, The qradualists ask us to
vies this supposed turnaround as auquring the coming of democracy to South Africa.
But we see only sloqans intended to buy time, offset the neqative impact of
sanctions and maintain seqregation and white supremacy in a country that has been
distorted by the persistence of the monstrosities known as bantustans.

We see the problem in two parts: full recognition of black nationalism as the
factor that will determine the political, economic and social future of South
Africa; and, as a corollary, equal and full enjoyment of political, civil,

economic, social and cultural rights by the black majority.
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Until there is aareement on those two points, and they are granslated into
reality, everythina will remain at the level of qood intentions. It is very easy
to deny those qood intentions by making exceptions of special and emergency
situations, and then we can do nothina to put an end to the cvele of cynicisn,
bitterness, impatience and violence - violence carried out for the sake of freedom,
and therefore justified.

In the same region, the plan resulting from Secur ity Ccuncil resolution
435 {(1978) is beina applied -as bestc it can in Namibia. The operation is difficult
and complex. The casual arrogance of the South African representatives can upset
the African nations and put South Africa’s impartiality in doubt. We still have
the impression that the elections will be just one more opportunity to use
manoeuvres and manipulatiors to frustrate the true aspirations of the Namibian
people., Next month will be decisive. I would simply repeat Comrade Sam Nujoma's
reference to

"greedom and independence for Namibia in order to permit the advent of peace

and, if that is the wish of the minority, national reconciliation®,

Our position on Western Sahara has not fundamentally changed. Thanks to the
joint efforts of the Orqanization of African Unity and the Secretary-General of the
United Nations, the situation has evolved, despite some differences of view. The
most important thing at this point is to find a political solution, beginning with
direct dialogue between the two parties, within the framework of the aareement in
principle of 30 August 1988 between the Kinqdom of Morocco and the Sahracui Arab
Democratic Republic.

In the Near and the Middle East, in southern and South-East Asia and in Latin
America we see particularly disturbing developments. Hardly is a step taken
towards a comprehensive and acceptable solution than difficulties appear. They are

difficulties inherent in the nature of conflicts and disputes, but thev
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have been put aside for the sake of convenience or because of an excess of
optimism. The international community can see here a veritable Penelope's shroud.
We are almost powerless as we witness the continuation or the beainning of civil
wars, with their train of devastation and refugees and the introduction of
distrust, which has become a permarsnt feature of international relations.

How much longer must we wait for the installation of Governments of national
reconciliation in Afghanistan and Cambodia? How do we stand with reqard to the
independent reunification, without outside interference, of the Korean peninsula?
When will a just and lasting peace be established between Iran and Irag? Why
prolong the suffering of Lebanon and tolerate the total stagnation on the question
of the Middle East? Hov can we allow the Palestinians, whose national rights are
interationally recognized, to continue to be the pawn in shameful dealings ang
haqglings that create so much sufferina? Wwhat is the reason for the lack of
Progress in the intercommunal talks in Cyprus? FPinally, why must the countries of
Central America be constantly frustrated in their search for peace, co-operation
and reconciliation through dialogue?

The settlement of regional conflicts is on the agenda of the reqular exchanqes
of view between the two Super~Powers. It should be an integral part of the
historic renewal in international relations, but so far it has been reqarded as a
matter of secondary importance. From time to time some resuits of diplomacy are
brought out into the open, but discreet or secret diplomacy reguires that the rest
be dealt with behind the &cenes. But the situations, the cli.lim and the stakes are
well known; we all advocate the came principles and we have toqether defined the
framework for a settlement, here at the United Nations. Therefore, we are all

involved in a common undertaking, which cannot be the monoroly of any one party.
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It is true that on several occasions we have asked the major Powers to use
their influence, but that cannot be reqarded as a transfer. ot competence to them
alone. We are asking for 2 little more transparency so that, following the
principlie of shared sacurity, we may exercise our responsibilities in full
knowledge of the situation.

My comments apply equally to the economic area. Until there is equal and
quaranteed security for all we cannot speak about viable, durable, acceptable or
sustainable development. The use from one decade to another of various adjectives
shows that we are still seeking a development wodel which takes account of the
interests of the whole community. The reports of international institutions would
lead one to believe that, at least in its global aspects, the crisis is drawing to
an end. Statistics may support the advocates of theoretical interdependence, but
the reality is different.

The nature of the complaints of the developing countries has not changed. We
continue to suffer from a system that has lasted too long, from structures that are ‘
inadequate, if not anachronistic, and from one-sided rules of the game. That is
true of the fixinaq of prices for our products, the need to go throuah certain
channels, the organization of international trade, the monetary and f£inancial
system and access to technology. |

We are again speaking of the new international economic order, which means the
initiation of global negotiations in the framework of the North-South dialogue to
r emady fhe situation I have described, which has become incress inqly intolerable.
But the answer is always the same, On the one hand, there is recogqnition of the
need for an interdependent world, the internationalization of problem-solving and
the overlapping nature of the solutlors to problems. On the other hand, because of

the principle of decentralization of decision-making, there is insistence that
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specific points must be discussed within separate institutions and agencies. We
hope that the impasse thus created will be ended by the convening in April 1990 .of
a speciai sesgion of the General Assembly devoted to international economic
co-operation and in particular the revival of economic growth and the development ,
of the developing countries.

In the mean time,‘ as the North~South dialogue will not, as far as we can see,
resume soon, we“'uufst organize ourselves better in order to. take effective control
of the authentic path for our own development, and we must revitalize South-~South
co-operation. We ha;:e sometimes thought it sufficient to criticize ocurselves, as
if our failure resulted more from our hestitation to take decisive coilective
action in key areas, such as raw materials, monetarv questions and the financing of
development.

Ten years aqo, at the sixth summit bonfezence of the non~-aligned countries,

Madagascar sugqested the creation of a stabilization fund, a monetary fund and a

development Zund for the non-aligned countries and other developing countries. The

international environment has changed since then, but our objectives are still the
same: to achieve co-ordination on problems of international liquidity; to
rebalance international trade, introducing -equity and Justice; to increase export

earnings; and to recycle available resources for development purposes.

¥
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The establishment of those three funds would be a good thing, but it would be
Aifficult. Yet we believe more than ever before that an inteqrated approach to
development at the level of analysis and at the level of actual operations and
tunctioning remaing essential i¢ we wish to rebuild the world economy on a firm
basis of solidarity and muotual trust.

These few ideas I have expressed on development and on the reluctance, if not
the passivity, of both North and South may appear irrevelant if looked at from the
standpoint éf the real and immediate problems of international debt.

Let us set aside for the moment the well-known controversy over responsibility
for the indebtedness, the neaative effects of deflation, the postponing or
reduction of the debt, the suitability of cultural adjustment progqrammes, the
timeliness of structural adjustment porogrammes in the African framework, and the
impact of current initiatives on political and socio-economic chanaes. Above and
beyond different approsches to understanding and methodoloqv, the objective is
always the same, namely, how to manage the debt reasonably while maintainina
sustainable Aevelopment with a human face under the best possible conditions of
complementarity and co-ordination.

Different approaches are suggested to the debtors, Some have proved
successful in specific cases and others benefit from rational analysis at the level
of programming and action. New solutions may be desirable, but they must come not
from polarization of positions but from agreements between debtors and creditors.
The ssarch for such aareement may be made easier within certéin forums, including
the International Conference on Money and Finance for Development, a conference of
debtors, the International Conference on debt and the International Conference on

Afrima's External Indebtedness.
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If we recognize that we face a long-term problem which, if not solved, may
threaten economic development, the international banking system and even
international peace and security, we cannot escape the conclusion that we need to
tackle the problem on a multilateral, systematic bazis.

There is no panacea, but there is nothing to prevent our considering certain
proposals, including those of Professor Robert A. Mundell, without committina
ourselves to them, For example, would it be a viable proposition to combine the
potential of the Bank for International Settlements with an informal agency on the
model of the General Aareement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), to be called "general
agreement on debt, adjustment and development policies™?

History shows that the problem of international debt has existed for over
2,000 years., For the developinag countries, this problem is a reality to which they
awoke with some distress 10 years aqo, because thev had not expected to experience
again the catastrovhe of the 1920s and 1930s. 1Indebtedness is permanent in
nature. Once a debt accrues the level of development of a country is alyvays
assessed in terms of its abilit.v to increase its debt. That is the system; it is
for debtors and creditors to ensure that it functions in an orderly manner taking
into account foreseeable Aevelopments in the political, economic and social
situation.

Something else that could chanae our attitude to development is the importance
attached in the last decade to the environment and the ecosystem as a whole. The
public are increasingly awarg of the danqers of wastagqe and exhaustion of
resources, pollution and harmful industrial wastes, toxic waste and dumpina of such
waste, biospheric disruptions, desertification, deforestation, soil erosion and

deqradation and the threat of the extinction of certain vegetable or animal species.
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For a long time human society, encouraged by the spectacular results of the
Industrial Revoiution, having accepted the myth of the conquest of new frontiers,
believed that production and growth were unlimited., In fact, however, havina
studied our common heritage, we know its limits. The true danger now is to pursue
at all costs a policy of productivity and unbridled competitiocn. It would be
irresponsible not to recognize that, in spite of all our efforts, closely
interrelated crises persist: crises of development, the environment, energy, debt,
mbulation and druas, that other scourae with disturbing volitical, social and
economic consequences.

It was in this context that the member States of the Oraanization of African
Unity (OAU), at their special summit meetina devoted to economic questions and
debt, in Novenber.1988, welcomed the conclusions of the World Commission on
Envircnment and i)évelopment, vhich was presided_ over by Gro Harlem Brundtland.
They mentioned in particular the conclusion concerning "sustainable development"”,
which was defined as

"development that responds to the needs of the present without jeopardizing

the ability of future generations to meet tﬁeir own needs®,

This entire new qlobal strateay is acceptable, but since it deals with various
areas we must jointly consider the definition of priorities, riohts and
responsibilities, the inclusion of that concept in the present system of security
and how it fits into the North-South dialoque, the unavoidable changes in methods
of production and consumption, national and international commitment, the
establishment of a new co-ordination institution and the future of the United

Nations Environment Programme.
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Before 1992, fox which an international conference on environment and
development has been proposed, specific proposals cculd be put forward and
discussed with a view to establishing international co-operaticn and action ia the
ecological sphere,

As I develop my ideas in this statement I realize that the)challenae of
develcpment is a difficult one but that it is our duiy to accept it and succeed,
Each nation or group of nations must strive to find the best means of doinqg so,
conscious of the limitations imposed by the surrounding crisis. We have turned to
our traditional partners. We have followed the suagestions of financial and
monetary institutions. Now we need new concepts that can help us to emerge as
quickly as possible from the present uncertain situation,

On the political level, the United Nations has made a spectacular recoverv,

helped by its ability to define an appropriate framework for settiement and by

renewed confidence in multilateralism, On the concentual level, there is no reason

why the United Nations should not be able to achieve in development what it has

achieved in peace-keeping.
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We aaree that there should be an overall reorganization of the United Nations, not
only to maintain international peace and security or facilitate the adjustment or
settlement of disputes, but also, to use the words of the Charter,

"To achieve international co-operation in solving international

problems of an economic, social, cultural or humanitarian character".

No gratuitous challenge is beina made to the existing system, although there
is no unanimity on this point. From time to time, however, we need to take a new
look at the Charter, particilarly Chapters IX and X in the light of our
experiences, existing situations and the expected results. It would not be wise to
jugale with the the role of the Economic and Social Council, with reqard to
co-operation for development. If one accepts the idea of the collective
responsibility of Members and the ability of the United Nations to quarantee world
security, one cannot disreqard the economic dimension of international security.

We must pursue our arqument to its logical conclusion and say that
comprehensive security must be taken into account in all spheres of international
activity, even thouah we may be accused of bringing back exclusivism and
opportunism in the service of causes which are not necessarily supported by all.

Mr, SOMARE (Papua New Guinea): On behalf of the Government and people of
Papua New Guinea, I conaratulate Mr. Garba of Nigqeria on his unanimous election to
the important post of President of the forty-fourth session of the United Nations
General Assembly. We are confident that under his able leadership the challenaina
work before the Assembly will he carried to its conclusion with efficiency and
success.

T should also like to register Papua New Guinea's sincere appreciation of the

excellent job accomplished by his predecessor, Mr. Dante Caputo of Argentina.
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In addition, let me add mv Government's voice to the voices of those who have
already spoken in praise of the commendable work being done by the
Secretary-General, Mr. Perez de Cuellar, and his staff in implementing United
Nations proqrammes.

Papua New Guinea continues to regard the United Nations as having a unique
gole in working for the relaxation of tensions, the resolution of conflicts and the
building of a stronq framework for international co-operation based on mut:dal
respect and understanding. Papua New Guinea remains committed to playing its part
in contributing to achievina this obiective.

My delegation attends this session with the hope that we shall collectively
take advantage of the opportunities before us to hasten the raalization of the
global environment that the founders of the United Nations envisased for us and
future generations.

We have before us this year another complex aaenda which, amona other thinas,
points to an international community saddled with a qreat number of problems, Some
of these problems date back to before the United Nations was even established., Yet
it is the responsivility of the Assembly to work for the resolution of those
problems. The uncertainty that they cause is felt by all of us, and for many
developing countries, including Papua New Guinea, has a direct impact on our
development efforts. But there is still some hope and optimism. Papua New Guinea
believes with a qood measure of confidence that positive steps have been taken in
dealina with the problems which are the subject of this session's attention.

My deleqation hiqhly commends the Secretary-General,

Mr, Javier Perez de Cuellar, for his tireless efforts in upholdina the purposes and
princioles of the United Nations Charter. We note with considerable satisfaction

his comprehensive report, which records procress being made in resolvina reaional

tensions and conflicts, among them those in Cambodia, Afghanistan, Namibia,
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apartheid South Africa, Western Sahara and Central America, and the Iran-Iraq
conflict. The report also underscores the efforts being made to tackle other
pressing issues, including the environment, disarmament, trade, finance, debt
servicing and human rights,

Our own region, the South Pacific, is relatively free of major conflicts, but
is nevertheless an area which is beinq qiven increasing attention by other
countries and international orqanizations. 'i‘he South Pacific is not immune from
the effects of international tensions elsewhere and the worrying trends in the
world economy.

The community of tﬁe South Pacific comprises mainly small island States
scattered in the vast Pacific Ocean. Our struggle is one of survival, a struqqle
to develop our people and national eccnomies with the limited financial and
technical resources available to us while at the same time keeping our reqion free
of big-Power rivalry and the environment free of nuclear and other activities which
could harm, if not destrov, our reqion's resources, including the most important
source of livelihood for most island communities - fish and marine resources.

Since cur independence in 1975 we have actively pursued the cause of
decolonization in the South Pacific. Most of our region has been decolonized, but
there are some island communities whose future is still uncertain.

Papua New Guinea welcomes the progress being made by the Government of France
in bringima political and administrative reforms to New Caledonia through the
Matignon and other agreements signed between the French Government and the
different political groums in the Tetritory. But we believe that the pace of

change must be hastened and a clear commitment made for bringing the Territory to

independence as soon as possible.
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Papua New Guinea reqrets the tragic loss of Mr. Jean-Marie Tjibaou, President
of the FINKS, and his deputy, Mr. Yeiwene Yeiwene, on 4 May 1989, The deaths of
the late President Tjibaou, Mr. Yeiwene Yeiwene and others who have championed the
cauge of independence in the Territory for so long and over the years made
extensive representations within and outside the United Nations on behalf of their
Territory, and who were amona those who signed the Matignon agreements, show that
more needs to be done by the Government of France to bring about chanaes which
éonform with the aspirations of the people of New Caledonia, especially the

indigenocus Kanaks.
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Both these leaders were men of great vision, strength and wisdom. They made
qgreat sacrifices for the indigenous Melanesian people of New Caledonia. We pay
tribute to them, and we know that their just struqqle will not end.

New Caledonia is on the United Nations list of Non-Self Governing Territories,
following a decision of the Assembly in December 1986. The Assembly therefore has
a continuing responsibility to monitor developments in the Territory closely.

The Heads of State or Government of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, in
Belgrade, Yugoslavia, this year
"Strongly urqed that the question of New Caledonia be kept under active
consideration at the United Nations until the conditions for an
internationally acceptable act of self-determination, in accordance with the
principles and practices of the United Nations, have been met".

We also hope that the Administering Authority, in France, will comply fully
with all its obligatiors as provided for in the United Nations Charter, and with
General Assembly resolutions 1514 (XV) and 1541 (XV).

Papua New Guinea has also welcomed recent proqress made under the Compact
arrangements between the United States and the Biicronesian islands. We have moved
forward in establishing diplomatic relations with the Federated States of
Micronesia and the Republic of Marshall Islands. But we also look forward to the
resolution of the outstanding issues affectinq Palau®s political future.

In the South Pacific, Papua New Guinea is equally concerned about protection
of the environment. On 10 August this year, Papua New Guihea catified two
important treaties which seek to protect our environment ~ namely, the South |

Pacific Nuclear-Free-Zone Treaty and the Convention for the Protection of the

Environment and Resources of the South Pacific. Taken 23 a package together
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with fisheries and other economic arrangements that are being proqressively put in
place, they represent important corner~-stones for the protection of the environment
in the South Pacific region, and for the management and development of its vast
marine resources in accordance with the interests of the island communities. My
Government intends to work closely with our partners in the South Pacific to fully
jmplement these treaty arrangements, and, like those partners, we shall strongly -
and especially oppose, France's continued nuclear-testing proqramme at Mururoa
Atoll and all the other activities that are harmful to the resources and livelihood
of our people.

Such regional initiatives deserve the full and active support of the United
Nations. They form part of the wider international concern about, and the action
now being taken to protect, the global environment.

The Governmoit of Papua New Guinea applauds the decision of the Soviet Union
and the People's Republic of China to ratify two of the three Protocols to the
South Pacific nuclear-free-zone Treaty. We strongly urqe other nuclear-weapons
States, including Prance, the United Kingdem and the United States, to ratify the
Protocols and respect the operations of this Treaty and other environmental
arranqgements in the South Pacific,

In reqgional fisheries, a successful reajonal fisheries agreement between the
United States and the countries members of the South Pacific Forum, signed in 1987,
is already contributing to the development of our fisheries rescurces. We are
prepacted to entef into similar arrangements with other major £ishing nations, on

the basis of fair a1d equitable returns for island States and principles desiqned

to protect and carefully manage the fisheries resources and out environment.
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We urge the Government of Japan to co-operate in unlocking the stalled neqotiations
on a reqional fisheries arrangement with island States.

Consistent with the declaration made in July this year by the leaders of the
South Pacific Forum, we also call on Japan and other distant-water-fishing nations
to cease completely the harmful methol of gill-net fishing, often referred to as
the "wall of death® in the South Pacific. We are convinced that such a destructive
and indiscriminate fishing practice will, if not halted, increasingly diminish our
peoples' opportunities and chances not only of a livelihood but of sucrvival in the
tuture.

Pisheries, trade development, transport and communications are amonqg the major
economic activities beinq pursued by island States and reqional orqanizations
established within the region, in our efforts to improve the welfare of cur people
end strengthen ow wider connections with the international community. Papua New
Guinea strongly supports the work of regional orqanizations in the South Pacific as
well as oﬂ:er international agencies, including United Nations aqencies, which
collaborate closely with them in bringing development to our reqaion.

Papua New Guinea's interest extends beyond the South Pacific req ion. Our
foreign policy seeks to expand and diversify relationships with countries Members
of the United Nations. Significant proaress is already beina made towards this
commitment in the Asian region.

We highly value our growing links with the Association of South-East Asian

Nations (ASEAN). ASEAN is an impressive reaional organization, which continues to

. pxomote understanding and co-operation in the South-East Asian region and

elsewhere, through, among other things, the taking of cons tructive reqional

initiatives on issues such s Cambodia. Papua New Guines has special observer
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status at annual meetings of ASEAN foreiqn ministers. We are pleasel that our
relationship with ASEAN has been further strengthened this year through Papua New
Guinea's sccession on 7 July 1989 to the Treaty of Friendship and Co-oparation in
Scuth-Bast Asia.

As T said earlier, the agenda Zor this session is a comolex cne. A
significant number of items quite rightly deal with initiatives to reduce
international tensions and to promote the cause of peace and security.

Papua New Guinea stronqly supports international efforts to reduce tensjons and the
nusher of conflicts,

We especially commend the leadershipe in Moscow and in Washington. They hive
in recent years worked with a deep sense of commitment towards reducing
international tensions, and we welcome their further commitment at this session to
eliminate chemical weapons. We commend their efforts on disarmament. But we urge

them to qo even further. .

Their etfotté in particular contributed to the climate of optimism that became
evident at last year's session of the General Assembly, and have contributed to the
maintenance of that climate this ysar, Their efforts and those of others,
particularly members of the Securitvy Council, must be supported if there is to be
any €urther ne‘aninqtul.ptoqress in the sclution of problems in Canbodia,
Afghanistan, the Middle Rast, the Korean peninsula, Namibia and southern Africa.

Papua New Guinea welcomes siqnals of Vietnamese troop withdrawals from
Cambodia and hopes that the commitment this entails will be fulfilled, includinq

free clectiors gupervised by the United Rations, and that the people of Cambodia

will reassert their identity and return to democracy, peace and tranquillity, and
socio-economic progress.

."}
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The situation in the Xorean peninsula is also of concaern to my Govarnment. At

independence, Papua New Guinea ostablished formul diplomatic ties with both the

Republic of Xores and the Democratic Republic of Korea, Ouwr links with the

| Republic of Xorea have developed more rapidly. But our commitment is to supwort
| 1n£tiattvu. by both Koreas for the pesceful reunitication of their people. Padua
New Guinea urges the Governments of both Koremg to maintain active dialoaue in
ierkim. for understanding, reconciliation and efforts to achieve the peaceful
_uni.ﬂcdtion of the Xorean people. We note with qreat interest the proposals
i‘g%:x'nﬁairletl in the address of President Roh Tae Woo on 11 September 1989 concerning
t;ational unification. The declarstion, we believe, gets a constructive basis for
discussions which could lead to early reunification. I reiterate aqain that the
Government of Papua New Guines supports the admission of both North an@ South Korea
as full Members of the United Nations. Their admission, we believe, has the
potential to open up additional avenues towards dialoque, co-cperation and

understanding.
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Papua New Guinea continues to believe that efforts made to address the
underlying causes of tension and conflict in the Middle Bast must continue., My
Government commends the parties - including the United Nations - involved in this
important process. Papua New Guines reaffirms its belief that the Palestinians
have a right to a homeland just as much as Israel has a right to exist within
secured borders. Those two conditions are fundamental to any lasting resolution of
the tensions and conflicts in the Middle East.

The problem of apartheid and the related colonial situation imposed by the
racist régime of South Africa still exist in spite of numerous efforts by this body
and other United Nations agencies, Papua New Guinea is of the Zirm belief that the
option of mandatory sanctions against South Africa holds qood prospects for success
both in dismantling apartheid and in achieving the independence of Namibia.

With reqard to global trade and the economic developments that have taken
place in the recent past, we note that the industr'ialized countries have moved
towards structural-adiust went policies to address the issues of low qrowth and high
inflation through the liberalization of trade, the elimination of industrial and
aqricultural subsidies and the creation of emplovment opportunities. We also note
that many developing countries have axperienced not only slow and stagqnant economic
growth but debt problems a8 well. As a result of these continuing econonic
difficulties many developing countries, including Papua New Guinea, have undertaken
stringent economic policies and mrogrammes to maintain sustainable economic qrowth,

While there has been progrecs in some of those areas, Papua New Guinea, with
a developinc and agriculturally based economy, is concerned that the effects of

protect ionist pressure ezercised by industrialized economiez on some of our
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strategic agricultural export commodities have adversely influenced our national

A plans and efforts to achieve sustainable economic growth., It is therefore

"~ imperative that the efforts of the qlobal community, through the United Nations and

its agencies as well as the current Uruquay Round of negotiations, should be
strengthened to address such trade practices and distortione in order to ensure
balanced, liberalized and fair trade between the countries in the international
market.

In conclusicn, my deleqation believes that the most important and pressing
igsue in the world today ‘s the question of peace and development. Peace is the
pre-condition for economic development through the expansion of international
co-operation. Only in an international environment of peace and stability can the
eccnomic development of all nations be enhanced. Papua New Guinea thersfore
attaches great importance to international efforts aimed at achisving peace,
harmony and develcpment in the world. We also fully support efforts aimed at
dealing with the growina problems of trade protectionism, debt servicing and the
slowing down of financial transfers to developing countries.

Papua New Guinea has taken note of the overwl;elminq support delegations have
qiven to the need for and effectiveness of the United Nations system. While there
can be some criticisms about the Organization's ability to deal with problems
affecting the international community, my delegation believes that there are
positive signs that the United Nations network of aaencies has been given a chance
to work. A considerable amount of momentum has developed within the United Nations
in tackling and seeking solutions to some of the world's problems. We must all

take full advantage of these ovportunities.

The meetina rose at 12.15 p.m.




