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The meeting was called to order at 10.05 a.m. 

  Consideration of reports  

(a) Reports submitted by States parties in accordance with articles 16 and 17 of the 

Covenant (continued) 

Second periodic report of Uzbekistan (E/C.12/UZB/2; E/C.12/WG/UZB/Q/2 and 

Add.1; HRI/CORE/UZB/2010) 

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, the delegation of Uzbekistan took places at the 

Committee table. 

2. Mr. Saidov (Uzbekistan) said that 30 Government bodies and 20 non-governmental 

organizations (NGOs) had contributed to the report. The Covenant was implemented 

through laws, programmes and national action plans that guaranteed the enjoyment of 

economic, social and cultural rights, including by vulnerable groups. Bodies had been set 

up to monitor the observance of those rights, and activities were under way to raise 

awareness of them.  

3. In 2010, the National Strategy for Socioeconomic, Political and Legal Development 

had been adopted in order to protect economic, social and cultural rights. Uzbekistan had 

achieved Millennium Development Goal No. 2 insofar as, according to the World Bank, its 

99.7 per cent literacy rate was among the highest in the world. Furthermore, according to 

international financial institutions, the country had maintained a high growth rate of 8 per 

cent over the previous five years and had seen its GDP double since 2000, despite the 

global financial and economic crisis. Uzbekistan was among the world’s most vibrant 

developing economies. Regarding public social expenditure, 59 per cent of the budget had 

gone on social protection measures in 2013, more than 34 per cent of which had gone on 

education and over 14 per cent on health care. Appropriations for health care had grown 2.5 

times over the previous three years. More generally, thanks to the various health-care 

measures taken over the past 20 years, maternal and infant mortality were two thirds lower 

and life expectancy had risen by 7 years, to 73 for men and 75 for women. 

4. In order to implement the Covenant effectively, the measures under way focused on 

four areas: improving the regulatory and legislative base through the adoption of laws, 

presidential decrees and Government decisions that furthered the enjoyment of economic, 

social and cultural rights; strengthening the institutional basis for the protection of rights 

and freedoms, in part by establishing a social fund and a special parliamentary commission 

in support of civil society organizations; improving training and education, thanks in part to 

the translation of the Covenant into Uzbek and the availability on the Internet of national 

legislation in both Uzbek and Russian; and enhancing international cooperation. In that 

connection, Uzbekistan had actively participated in the twenty-fifth anniversary 

celebrations of the Declaration on the Right to Development and the Guiding Principles on 

Business and Human Rights. A national action plan for the implementation of treaty body 

and Human Rights Council recommendations was being drafted, in collaboration with the 

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and the United Nations 

Development Programme. 

5. He acknowledged that Uzbekistan faced a number of tangible difficulties and 

problems in implementing the Covenant. Hit by the global recession, the country faced 

economic, social and political problems that impacted socially vulnerable groups. In 

addition, transitioning to a system where the population truly embraced the rule of law and 

a culture of human rights was not a straightforward endeavour. Compounding the issue was 

the situation in the Aral Sea Region, which exacerbated the shortages of water resources 

and directly threatened the region’s sustainable development and the population’s future. 
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Uzbekistan faced other problems resulting from its geopolitical location at the heart of 

Central Asia and the threats against its stability posed by extremism.  

6. Mr. Abashidze (Country Rapporteur) welcomed the presence of two senior vice-

ministers in the delegation and thanked the State party for submitting its replies to the list of 

issues on time. He commended the Government on its attentiveness to the concluding 

observations issued by the Committee following consideration of the initial report. He 

asked about the measures taken to boost the authority of the Parliamentary Ombudsman and 

to fight corruption so that all the resources allocated to social programmes were actually 

used for that purpose. He asked whether the Covenant’s provisions on non-discrimination 

were reflected in national legislation and whether there was a State-run system for the 

protection of refugees and asylum seekers. He wished to know what measures were taken to 

reduce female unemployment and whether the gender equality bill had been adopted. 

7. Mr. Atangana asked whether all the rights contained in the Covenant had already 

been incorporated into national legislation and why Uzbekistan had not ratified the 

Optional Protocol to the Covenant. 

8. Ms. Shin asked whether consultations with civil society were open to all, for 

example via the Internet, and whether NGOs could operate without being registered. She 

asked whether female candidates featured on party lists and what measures were being 

taken to combat sexist stereotypes.  

9. Mr. Kerdoun said that Uzbekistan could not resolve the problems arising from the 

Aral Sea situation on its own and asked whether the Government truly cooperated with the 

other States concerned. 

10. Mr. Sadi requested further information on the tenor of parliamentary discussions 

regarding the economic, social and cultural rights enshrined in the Covenant. He requested 

examples of any legislative provisions adopted pursuant to the Covenant. He asked what 

measures were being taken to stem the rise of terrorism and religious extremism in the 

country and how the State party squared the different treatment of men and women 

imposed by Islam with the equality demanded by the Covenant. 

11. The Chairperson, speaking as a Committee member, asked whether the 

Parliamentary Ombudsman or the National Centre for Human Rights intended to apply for 

accreditation by the International Coordinating Committee of National Institutions for the 

Promotion and Protection of Human Rights. He wished to know whether Uzbekistan had 

ratified the United Nations Convention against Corruption and, if so, whether it had set up a 

national anti-corruption institution that would work hand in hand with the National Centre 

for Human Rights. Had either the Government or a civil society organization assessed the 

impact of corruption on the enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights? Lastly, he 

requested further information on the underprivileged and marginalized groups who had 

suffered as a result of the economic and financial crises and asked what measures had been 

taken for their benefit. 

12. Mr. Tirado Mejía asked whether the population had easy access to the Internet and, 

thereby, to useful information on the provisions of the Covenant and other international 

human rights instruments. He wished to know whether the Government had made the 

Committee’s recommendations and general comment No. 15 broadly available to the public. 

He requested additional information on the inequality of treatment in terms of health care 

and education suffered by those who moved about the country under the propiska system.  

  Articles 6 to 9 

13. Ms. Cong asked whether farmers living in rural areas where the land had been 

privatized owned or rented the land they cultivated. She asked what percentage of rural 
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households was headed by women and whether they received Government assistance. She 

wished to know the poverty rate among the rural population and what measures the 

Government was taking to reduce it. She also wished to know the poverty rate among the 

population living in the Aral Sea Region and whether those inhabitants were entitled to 

social security. 

14. Mr. Ribeiro Leão asked what jobs children under 18 could hold and what the 

applicable legislation was. He requested further information on the relationship between the 

social partners, given that they were the backbone of trade union activities at the national, 

sectoral, regional and local levels. He also asked what preventive measures were taken to 

improve workplace health and sanitation.  

15. Mr. Martynov requested further information on the job creation mechanism and 

asked what had happened to the anti-crisis programme after 2012. He also asked whether 

the Development and Reconstruction Fund was still operating, how it worked and whether 

small and medium-sized businesses and agriculture were under its purview. 

16. He wished to know whether the employment of persons with disabilities had 

changed and whether there were quotas for their recruitment. Recalling that the 

Government had signed the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in 2009, 

he asked about its ratification status. He requested data on changes in the minimum wage 

between 2010 and 2013 and asked whether the relevant bill had been adopted and whether 

the strategy for improving the population’s well-being had been extended past 2011. He 

also asked how the size of vulnerable groups in proportion to the rest of the population had 

changed over time, what the situation of employment was in small businesses and whether 

the self-employed were entitled to social security.  

17. Mr. Abashidze, pointing out the discrepancy between the official inflation rate of 

3.5 per cent and reports that it was 20 per cent, asked what the actual situation was and 

what impact inflation had on wages and the standard of living. He requested detailed 

information on informal sector employment and Government measures to ensure that 

economic and social rights were upheld in that sector. He asked whether small businesses 

were subject to labour inspections, what the legal provisions were regarding the right to 

strike and labour dispute settlement and whether retirees who worked still received their 

full pension. 

The meeting was suspended at 11.30 a.m. and resumed at 11.50 a.m. 

18. Mr. Saidov (Uzbekistan) acknowledged that the Parliamentary Ombudsman’s 

authority should be increased and said that efforts were being made to that end. The 

Parliamentary Ombudsman and the National Centre for Human Rights were not accredited 

by the International Coordinating Committee of National Institutions for the Promotion and 

Protection of Human Rights, but Uzbekistan took part in its activities and collaborated with 

the European Group of National Human Rights Institutions and international human rights 

institutions. 

19. Regarding the position of the Covenant in the Uzbek legal order, some of the 

decisions of the plenum of the Supreme Court referred to provisions of the Covenant and 

other international instruments. Under the Constitution and national laws, the Covenant and 

other international human rights instruments prevailed over national legislation. No laws 

could be adopted if they conflicted with the Covenant; however, neither did any laws refer 

directly to its provisions. There was no law against racial discrimination, but the laws 

dealing with areas covered by the Covenant guaranteed equal rights and protected against 

discrimination. 

20. Mr. Nurmetov (Uzbekistan) said that in the 1990s, Uzbekistan had hosted many 

refugees from Afghanistan and Tajikistan; most of them had been redirected to third 
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countries or had returned home with the help of the United Nations High Commissioner for 

Refugees (UNHCR). Currently, 185 refugees were registered with UNHCR in Uzbekistan, 

where they were free to exercise all the economic and social rights that citizens enjoyed.  

21. The system of registering inhabitants based on their place of residence (propiska) 

did not curtail freedom of movement or education and health rights. Although the law 

determined which categories of the population could receive a permanent residency permit 

for Tashkent, all Uzbek citizens were entitled to a temporary permit.  

22. Mr. Saidov (Uzbekistan) said that registration (propiska) had been governed by law 

since 2012. Uzbekistan had not ratified the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of 

Refugees or the 1967 Protocol relating to the Status of Refugees because the presence of 

refugees in the country had not raised any issues. The principle of equality had been applied 

to all refugees who had spent time in Uzbekistan. 

23. In 2008, Uzbekistan had ratified the United Nations Convention against Corruption 

and was a party to the Istanbul Protocol with regard to Central and Eastern European and 

Central Asian countries and regularly submitted reports in that connection. An anti-

corruption bill had been drafted by a group of experts and would soon be considered by 

Parliament. Anti-corruption efforts were coordinated by the Ministry of Justice, with the 

help of civil society and NGOs. 

24. The gender equality bill had not yet been adopted. A 30 per cent compulsory quota 

of female candidates in legislative elections had been set for all political parties. Women 

made up 20 per cent of Parliament, but only 15 per cent of the executive branch and 13 per 

cent of the judiciary. Although Uzbekistan could not subscribe to the Western view of 

gender equality, it was nonetheless a secular State based on Islamic traditions where 

women were encouraged to participate in society, and polygamy was proscribed by law.  

25. NGOs, which were involved in preparing the report and implementing the 

Committee’s recommendations, had to be registered in order to operate. Registered NGOs 

had legal person status which came with both rights and obligations. A decree had been 

adopted by the Government in December 2013 to simplify the registration procedure. A 

parliamentary commission had been established to support NGOs, which were eligible for 

financial assistance from the Government. 

26. Mr. Toshmatov (Uzbekistan) said that the Government had implemented many 

programmes, for a total of $1.2 billion, in an effort to improve the ecological conditions in 

the Aral Sea. It had had small water tanks and many facilities built on the Amu Darya and 

Syr Darya and it was a member of the International Fund for Saving the Aral Sea, which 

coordinated related efforts and provided assistance to the population. That having been said, 

given its scope, the environmental catastrophe could not be contained without the help of 

the international community and the United Nations. 

27. Mr. Saidov (Uzbekistan) said that the problem lay in the fact that Uzbekistan, 

Turkmenistan and Kazakhstan had built dams at the source of the Amu Darya and Syr 

Darya rivers, thereby reducing their flow and impeding access to water for countries 

downstream.  

28. Some 10 million people, or one third of the population, were connected to the 

Internet through which they could access the website of the Parliamentary Ombudsman, the 

provisions of the Covenant and the Committee’s concluding observations. The Government 

had put in place a number of measures to guarantee the independence of judges, a vital 

prerequisite for the enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights. Funds had been 

allocated to training judicial staff. 

29. Ms. Shin, surprised that none of the human rights NGOs in Uzbekistan had travelled 

to Geneva to attend the consideration of the State party report and that only two alternative 
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reports had been submitted to the Committee, invited the delegation to comment. She asked 

how the role and responsibilities of men and women, both in the home and in society, were 

perceived in Uzbek culture. The State party should set quotas for women in senior 

Government positions and the judiciary, and men should be made to realize that they also 

had a part to play in bringing up their children. 

30. The Chairperson, speaking as a Committee member, asked about the status of the 

national human rights action plan. He pointed out that the anti-corruption mechanism 

should be independent and that corruption should be criminalized. 

31. Mr. Saidov (Uzbekistan) said that the Government was aware of the obligations it 

had incurred by ratifying the United Nations Convention against Corruption. In fact, as 

soon as the bill on corruption was adopted, the responsibility for combating corruption 

would be transferred from the Ministry of Justice to a specially established independent 

body. 

32. Uzbekistan having a dual system, international instruments had to be incorporated 

into national legislation before they could come into force. However, international treaties 

prevailed in the event of conflict with its domestic law. The Constitutional Court was 

responsible for ensuring that national legislation was in keeping with international 

agreements. Uzbekistan was a party to some 70 international human rights treaties, some 10 

of them binding United Nations instruments, and the Government intended to ratify the 

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, as it had undertaken to do. However, 

States, by virtue of their sovereignty, were free to choose whether or not to accede to a 

given international instrument and could not be compelled to do so. 

33. Uzbekistan had been the first of the countries of the Commonwealth of Independent 

States to create the office of Parliamentary Ombudsman, which had become a constitutional 

institution, and it was a member of a number of regional and international human rights 

bodies. The fact that the Parliamentary Ombudsman was not accredited with the 

International Coordinating Committee of National Institutions for the Promotion and 

Protection of Human Rights in no way diminished its legitimacy. 

34. Men’s role in child-rearing was very important and they did not shirk that 

responsibility. Over the past five years, only 815 of the country’s 8,000 NGOs had been 

State-funded. They were all entitled to prepare alternative reports, which had not been the 

case in the past. 

  Articles 10 to 12 

35. Mr. Atangana asked what the status was of the bill amending the Family Code to 

harmonize the marriage age for boys and girls and what the results of the 2008 National 

Action Plan against Human Trafficking had been. 

36. Mr. Pillay asked what percentage of the population lived below the poverty line and 

whether the poverty-reduction strategy had had a positive impact, particularly in 

Karakalpakstan. He asked whether low-income families and vulnerable population groups 

had easy access to social housing, whether the construction of such housing was 

progressing in rural areas and whether the Government intended to build some in urban 

areas in order to house slum inhabitants, who had made up half of the population in 2008. 

In that connection, he wished to know whether those persons risked being evicted from the 

slums and whether rehousing options were available if they were. Lastly, he enquired about 

the extent of homelessness in the State party. 

37. Ms. Ravenberg asked whether the Government had run youth campaigns against 

alcohol consumption and smoking, and programmes promoting healthy lifestyles. She also 

asked how it ensured that the ban on the sale of tobacco derivatives and alcoholic beverages 
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to minors was enforced. She wished to know what efforts the State party had made to 

guarantee universal access to health care, including in rural areas, and whether there was a 

national health insurance scheme. She enquired about the results of drug rehabilitation 

programmes and asked why the pilot project to provide substitution treatment for addiction 

to opiates had been suspended. 

38. Mr. Ribeiro Leão asked whether the measures taken by the executive branch, 

mentioned in paragraph 270 of the report, were part of a comprehensive national poverty-

reduction plan.  

39. Mr. Tirado Mejía asked what law the Government had adopted to prevent domestic 

violence and whether, as reliable sources had it, arranged marriages really did take place in 

rural areas. He wished to know whether addicts were considered as patients or offenders 

and what treatment alcohol and drug addicts received in rehabilitation centres. He enquired 

about the measures the State party was taking to resolve the water supply problems caused 

by the evaporation of the Aral Sea, especially given the large amount of water used to 

irrigate cotton fields. Lastly, he asked whether it was true that only 54 per cent of the urban 

population and 3 per cent of the rural population had access to adequate health-care 

services, whether sex education was taught in schools and whether campaigns were 

conducted regarding the modes of transmission of HIV/AIDS. 

40. Mr. Dasgupta asked how the State party measured whether it was on the right track 

to achieving the Millennium Development Goals of reducing extreme poverty and hunger 

by 2015 and what percentage of human settlements did not have access to drinking water or 

sanitation. 

41. Mr. Kerdoun asked how the State party guaranteed access to water in rural and 

urban areas, whether water management was entrusted to public or private, national or 

multinational, companies, how much did water cost and whether it really varied depending 

on the volume consumed.  

42. Mr. Abashidze asked how the minimum wage was determined and whether it was 

high enough to ensure a decent standard of living for workers. He wished to know what the 

health insurance coverage was and whether the Government intended to expand it to 

include individuals currently not covered. He asked whether corruption had had any impact 

on the supply of medicines. 

The meeting rose at 1.05 p.m.  


