
UNITED
NATIONS

@
GeneralAssembly

Distr.
GENERAL

A/ 44/708
3 Novenber 1989

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

Forty-fourth ses sion
Agenda item li.z

AORTURE AND OTHER CRUEL, INHI'MAN OR DEGRADING
TREATMENT OR PUNI SIIMENT

United Nations voluntary Fund for victins of Torture

Relort of the Sec retarv-General

1, The United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victins of Tortule was established
pursuant to General Assembfy resolution 36,/151 of 16 Decenber 1981 for the purPose
of receiving voluntary contributions for distribution, through established channels
of, humanitarian assistance, as bunanitarian, lega1 and financial aid to individuals
whose human rights have been severefy violatetl as a result of tolture and to
relatives of such vicEins. In accordance with that resolution, priority is to be
given to aid victims of violations by States in which the human rights situation
has been the subject of resolutions or decisions adopted by either the General
Assenbly, the Economic and Social Council or the Commission on Human Rights.

2. The voluntary Fund is adninistered in accordance with the Financial,
Regulations of the United Nations by the Se c retary-Gene raf, with the advice of a
Board of Truscees conposed. of a chailman and four menbers with vtide experience in
the fight of human rights who act in thei! personal capacity. They are appointed
by the Sec retary-Gene ra1 with due regard to equitable geographicat distribution and
in consultat.ion with their Govelnments, The tern of office of the members of the
Board of Trustees ended on 31 Decenber 1988. The Secretary-General was inforned by
Mr. Hans Danelius (Sveden) that because of his appointnent to the Suprene Courb of
Slreden be would not be in a position to continue as a member of the Board' The
Sec retary-Gene ral decided to reappoint the four renaining members of the Board, and
he appointed Mr. Jaap Walkate (Netherlands) as the fifth member of the Board of
Trustees. The rnernbership of the Board of Trustees is thus as folfows:
Ms" Elizabeth Odio Benito (Costa Rica); Mr. waleed Sadi (Jordan), Mr' Ivan Tosevski
(Yugoslavia); M!. Amos Wako (Kerya)i and Mr. Jaap walkate (Netherlands).
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3, The Sec retary-Gete ral- has received frorn the Chairnan of the Board of Trustees
the information on the Board's activities, ehich is annexed to the present report'
The previous reports of the Sec retary-General on the Voluntary fund are contained
in documents L/3'1 /6]-8, A/38/22L, L/39/662, L,/40/876' L/4L/706, A/42'/'lOL and
L/43/779,
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ANNEX

fnfolmation on the activities of the Board of Trustees of
the United Nations vol.untary Fund for victins of Torture,

provided bv the Chairnan of the Board

1. The Boald of Trustees has held eight sessions: in March 1983, October 1993,
August 1984, April 1985, February 1986. February LgBj, February 1,988 and
April 1989, At each sessj.on the Board has scrut.inized a Large number of projects
submitted to it and has nade reconmendations to the sec retary-ceneral for grants to
those plojects which the Board considered worthy of financiaL support from the
Fund, In nany cases, the Board, before making any recommendations, requested
further information or clarifications flom the sponsors. The Board has also
reviewed reports subrnitted by the sponsors on the use made of each grant., rt has
insi.sLed that such reports. containing a description of how the project was carried
out and an accounting of the use made of the grant from the Fund, should be
submitted before the Board could recommend any further grant to the same project.

2. During its sessiols the Board has also met with representatives of a number of
sponsors of projects in order to receive informati-on from them and to discuss the
best way of using a grant from the Fund. rt shoufd be nentioned that the Board has
normalfy not been prepared. to finance a project entirefy but has reconmended that
funds be obtained from other soulces we well. The reason for Lhis policy has been,
first, the fact tbat. the Fund has only had rather linited resources at its disposal
and, secondly, the desirability of avoiding naking the spo!1sors entirely dependent
on future financing from the Fund, which the Board would not be able !o guarantee.

3. At its most recent session, held at Geneva from 24 to 2g April. lggg, the Boald
of rrustees el.ected Mr, Jaap wafkate chairman. The Board and the representative of
the secre cary-General expressed their deep gratitude to Mr. Hans Danelius, who
served as chairman of the Board of rrustees from its inception through 19gB and
made an importanc co4tribution to the establishrnent of the procedures followed by
the Eoard.

4, Also at that session, the Board discussed the interpretation of its mandate,
the defj.nition of torture and the question of the prevention of torture with a view
to making the best possible use of the finances available. At that session the
Board decj.ded to make recomnendations to the se cre tary-Gene ral for grants of nearLy
$500,000.

5. The Board hopes to be able, during the corning years, to continue its
activities at least on the sarne scale as in the past. This will only be possible
if sufficient contributions are received each year from Govelnments and other
sources' The Board therefore again wishes to express the hope that, j.n particular,
Governrnents will find it possible to support the Fund on a regutar basis,
preferably by making annual contributions to the Fund.

6, The focus of the grants made by the Volunt.ary Fund is on therapy and
rehabilieation projects, They extend to some 36 countries in Africa, Arnerica, Asia
and Europe.



A/ 44/708
English

7. Many of the projecls are inplementated in countries lrhere there have been
j.rnporlant politicat changes and 'rhere persons who were tortured in the past, under
various political circumstances, are stitl in urgeut neeal of heIp, In Central
America, regionaL projects set up under the aegis of the Office of the United
Nations High Conmissioner for Refugees have been paltLy financed by the Fund.
Moleover, organizations assisting refugees who are torture victims have in a nunber
of cases received some support from the Fund. In those cases ttte policy of the
Board has often been to help by financing and deveLoping sone speciat part of thei.r
work, which might include visits to areas where the needs are particularly great or
the teaching of medicaf staff from other countries. The organizations that have
been supported by the Fund are located in countries such as Betgium, Canada,
Deunark, France, Pakistan, Sweden, Switzerland, the United Kingdon of Gteat Britain
and Northeln Ireland and ttle United States of America.

8. The Board of Trustees has found. that in sorne cases very rapid action is needed
to help torture victirns. 0n the one hand, it may be necessary to make funds
availabfe to provide medical cale in a person's horne country, On the other hand,
iL may be necessary to provide funds to enable a person and his farnily to leave a
country rapidly to go to a place where medical care j.s available. The Board has
recomrnended support to a project aimed. at providing assistance in urgent cases of
this kind,

9. In order to provide the general public with i4fornation about the Fund, a
leaflet enlieleal "How Caa You Help Torture Victins?', has been produced with the
assistance of the Departrnent of Public Information of the Secretariat. More
delailed information about the activities of the Fund is provided in an article
published by the first Chairrnan of the Board of ?rustees in his own name, The
article is entitled "The Uniteal Nations Fund for Torture Victins: The first years
of aceivity" and has been published in the Hunan Riqhts Ouarterl\,r, vofume 8, No. 2.
May 1q86 and in a revised and updated version in the Review of the rnternational
Commission of Jurists, No. 37, December 1986. Fina11y, in connection vriEh the
WorId Carnpaign for Human Rights, a fact sheet (No. 4) entitled ,,Methods of
conbating Torlure" has been published that includes a section on the voluntary Fund
for victins of Torture. further infornation on making contributions or submitt.ing
projects for support can be obtained by writing to the Secretary of the Boaxd of
Trustees of the united Nations volunlary Fund for victims of rorture. centre for
Human Rights, United Nalions Office at Geneva, palais des Nations, CH 1211
Geneva 10, Switzerland.


