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Letter dated 2 Novenber 1989 from the Permanent ReDresentatives
of Finland and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics to the

United Nations addressed to tbe Secretary-Gene ra1

we have the honour to transmit to you the text of the Finnish-Soviet
Declaratioa signed in Eelsinki on 26 October 1989 (see annex).

we request you to circulate the text of the Present letter and its annex as an

officiaL docunent of the General AssenblY, under agenda items 12, 52' 56' 57' 62'
63,64, 66,72,73, 82 and 146, and of the Security Council.

(Siqned) Klaus TORNUDD

Permanent Representative
of Finland to the United Nations

(Siqned) Aleksandr M. BELONOGOV

Permanent Representative of
the Union of Soviet Socialist

Republics to the United Nations
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ANNEX

New thinkinq in action

FINLAND, a neutral Nordic counery not possessing auclear lreapons and being anactive participant. in the united Nations and in the process of the conference onSecurity and Co-operat.ion in Europe, and

THE SOVIET UNfON, a nuclear poryer extending into Europe and
nember of the United Nations Security Council and a member
Organization,

Proceealing on the assumption that prerequisites are now emerging for adecisive turn for the better in Europe and in international rerationi, for theconsistent creation of a world that rs more just and rnore democratic, a worrd freeof nucl,ear weapons and free fron the use of force,

Endeavouring, in accordaDce 
'"ith their potentiar., rores and respons ibi t ities.to contribute, through concrete measures, to tbe building of such a iorld in thespirit of new thinking, by developing and adapting nei, ideas,

Reaffirming their deternination to observe the spirit and letter of thecharter of the united Nations anar of the Final Act of the conference on securityand Co-operation in Europe, as wel.l as of the decisions of the CSCE follow_up,

Proceeding on the decades-l,ong experience of good_aeighbourt iness andint.eraction, gained during the validity of the 1949 Treaty on Friendship,Co-operation and Mutual As si s t.ance,

considering the posiLion of each country and the speciar. character of theirforeign poLicies, and their socio-political and value systens, a6 ,"ell as thedifferences in their national charicters and, convinced that these differelces willnot constitute an obstacle to constructive international act.ivities,
Desiring to build a better future,

DECLA.RE IHEIR RESOLVE to strengthen, in Europe and in int.ernatioral reJ.ations,the following principles and priorities!

Political refations

Active part.icipation in ttte creation of a rrorrd where there is no use offorce, intirnidation, inequality, oppression, discrinination, nor interferenqe inthe internal affairs of other countries, Alt disputes, including regionaLconflicts, shall be settled solely peacefully through poli.tical meani. one,s owrxsecurity rnust not be obtained at the expense of the security of others. The use offorce of any kind cannot be justified: neither by a nilitary alliance against

t

Asia, a pernaneDt
of the Warsarr Treaty
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another atliance, nor withiu these allianc€s, nor agailst neutral countries from

any quarter. Coruron security requires the elinination of, nilitary confrontation'

Absolute respect for the Principle of the freedom of social an't political
choice, deideologi zation and hunanization of the relatiols bettteen States'
adherence to intlrnational lair in foreign policy activities, and giving Priority to
human interests and values.

Guaranteeing of international security through steP-by-steP nuclear
disarnanent on the basis of reliable Politicat and legal guarantees as well as of a

stricE observance of the interests of all States' Tbese efforts should include' as

an interim stage, an exact and urgent def,inition of the concrete Parameters of the

minimun deterrence concerning nuclear arnaments, including tactical' nuclear
weapons.

Early achievenent of agreerneBts betiteen the Soviet UDioD and the United States

oa a reduction, by 50 per c!nt, of strategic offensive weaPons' on a conPlete and

comprehensive ptoniuitiott of chemical iteaPons, and otr the cessation of nuclear
tesbs.

Reduction of the conventional arned forces dePloyed in Europe of the menber

states of the military all.iances, which would effectively eliminate the caPability
for launching surprise attack and for initiating large-scafe offensive action' to
the 1evel of reasonabte sufficiency for defeasive PurPoses' Fu11 contribution to
the achievemenE of et tensive agreenents in the vienBa negotiations as early as

1990, {hich could be confirmed at the highest Level'

Early devetoPnent of a qualitatively new genera'ion of confidence- and

security-bui lding neasures in europe, and expansion of their scope of aPplication'

Creation of an exteDsive and reliable control system for the disarrnament
process,

A global policy of oPenness cornprising air space, land and water territories
as l'eLr as outer 

"p."", ",tri"h 
ltould cont!ibute to cornprehensive international

security.

Econom:c relations

Equat and free interaction between economic systems and integration Processes
on the basis of extensive cornmercial and econornic' scietrtific and technical as welL

as industrj,al co-operation, with a vieif to establishing a more efficient joint
utifization of the rnatseriat and sPiritual resources of Europe and other countries'
fnprovement of'the Possibilities of all countries for Participation in the
u"ii.ritia" of such international econornic organizations and monetarY institutions
as GATT, the International Monetary Fund, and the wolld Ban*'

Prevention of the deepening of differences in economic developneut bY

supporting a balanced economic trowth. Solving of the problems relating to the



ubilization of naturaL resources in a manner corresponding
iDterests of different countries, with a view to inproving

Respect for the free practising of the
and safeguarding of their complete equality
any kind,
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to the development
the quality of life.

rigbts of national ethnic ninorities
!,ith others without discrirninabion of

Protection of the environment

Restoration of the balance between rnan and nature as well, as recovery of the
hurnan habitat by conbining scientific and technical alevelopment and the inprovernent
of the condition of global and regional" ecosystens.

Support for envi ronrnental ly sustainable economic developneDt as well as
development and exchange of environmentally sound technoLogy as the joint
responsibility of all States, and arranging the financing of the measures for
environmentaL protection, if necessary, internationally. The objective is to have
the environmental aspects taken into consideration in the political and econornic
decision-making oa the g]obal, regional and natiolal Levels,

A more €fficient utilization of the possibilities of the United Nations and
its Econonic Cornnission for Europe in resolving conmon environmental problems.
Among the problems requiring nost urgent measures are unfavourable atmospheric
changes and air pollutants. Efforts nust be rnade to achieve significant results at
the United Nations conference on environment and develoDrnent in 1992.

Protect.ion and restoration of regional ecosystems, development of
international co-operation for the protection of the Arctic environment, as ell as
revival of the narine enviroDment of the BaLt.ic Sea.

Humaa dinension

Implenentation everyehere to their fullest extent of Che huinan rights and
fundameDtal freedons that have been internationalty agreed on, as the yardstick of
the pract.ice of States, a dyuamic inplementation of the human dimeusion of the CSCE

Process and its enrichnent in the Conference on the Human Dimension of the CSCE,
the next meetings of which will be held in Copenhagen in 1990 and in Moscow in
1991.

Free and open et<change of peopfe, ideas, inforrnation, spiritual and cultural
values, and of the experience to be gained fron the socio-econornic and political
development, I{ith a view to eradicating deep-rooted patterns of tbinking and eneny
perceptions of the past, to preventing thei! re-energence, and to replacing then in
the consciousness of new generations, above atl of the youth, with the irnage of a
partner.

Harmonization of the laws, regulations, practices, and policies of States with
their international obli.gations,
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Strengthening of the parliamentary dinension of the European diaLogue,
intensification of the contacts betweerx representatives of parliaments, and a
nutual utilization of the experience gained fron the functioning of dernocratic
bodies, anong others, the Council. of Europe and the European Parlianent and the
Noralic Council, as lrel1 as encouraging extensive European contacts by alL sociaL
circles.

Intensive action to combat eLenents of alanger tralscelrdiug national
boundaries, including iuternat.ional terrorisn, crime, drugs, and epidenics.

Promoting and deepenirg of the CSCE process in its entirety, both conceptually
and practically, a gradual advance to{ards a unified Europe - a Europe of States
adhering to the rufe of faw, a Europe of trust, harrnony, openness, antt stability, a
Europe that. does not withdraw into itsetf but is open torrards alf continent.s.

Convening of a new meeting at the highest level. of the CSCE participating
States i! conneccion t{ith the fotlow-up meeting opening in Helsinki in 1992.

0n the basis of the present declaration Finland and the Soviet Union r'il-l
build their international activities and interaction for the benefit of peace, as
well as their good-neighbourl, ines6 and co-operatioD. ahey calL upon other
courxtries and peoples to join in this task.

Helsinki, 26 October 1989

Mauno KOMSTO M. S. GORBACHEV


