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A/C.5/68/SR.31

The meeting was called to order at 10.10 a.m.

Agendaitem 116: Appointmentsto fill vacanciesin
subsidiary organs and other appointments (continued)

(b) Appointment of members of the Committee on
Contributions (continued) (A/68/102/Add.)

1. The Chair drew the Committee’s attention to
note by the Secretary-GeneralA/68/102/Add.)
informing the General Assembly of the resignati@fs

Ms. Susan MclLurg (United States of America) an

Mr. Kazuo Watanabe (Japan) from the Committee

Contributions and requesting the General Assembly t
appoint two persons to fill the vacancies for th

remaining periods of the terms of office, which Wau
both expire on 31 December 2015.

2.

and Other States, to fill the vacancy arising frtme
resignation of Ms. McLurg. The Government of Jap

had nominated Mr. Shigeki Sumi, whose candidatureaster

The Government of the United States of America
had nominated Mr. Edward Faris, whose candidature
had been endorsed by the Group of Western Europeian Mr.

Independent Audit Advisory Committee for a term of

office beginning on the date of appointment by the
General Assembly and expiring on 31 December 2016.
The Group of Latin American and Caribbean Statet ha

endorsed her candidature. He took it that the
Committee wished to recommend the candidate’s
appointment by acclamation.

%, WMs Arriagada (Chile) was recommended by

acclamation for appointment to the Independent Audit
dvisory Committee for a term of office beginning on

She date of appointment by the General Assembly and

piring on 31 December 2016.

ﬁ\genda item 134: Proposed programme budget for

the biennium 2014-2015 (continued)

Capital master plan (continued) (A/68/352/Add.2
A/68/352/Add.3andA/68/797)

Takasu (Under-Secretary-General for
Management), introducing the updated report of the
aBecretary-General on the implementation of the teapi
plan A/68/352/Add.3, said that, despite

had been endorsed by the Group of Asia-PacificeStatconstruction delays owing to the weather, work was

to fill the vacancy arising from the resignation o&chedule

Mr. Watanabe. He took it that the Committee wished
recommend the appointment of those candidates
acclamation.

3. Mr. Faris (United Sates of America) and
Mr. Sumi (Japan) were recommended by acclamation
for appointment to the Committee on Contributions for
terms of office beginning on the date of appointment by
the General Assembly and expiring on 31 December
2015, and beginning on 1 April 2014 and expiring on
31 December 2015, respectively.

(f) Appointment of members of the Independent
Audit Advisory Committee (continued)
(A/68/106/Add.2

4. The Chair drew the Committee’s attention to
note by the Secretary-Generah/§8/106/Add.3 in
which he referred to decisior&3/412 A and B of the

for the project’'s highest priority: the
completion of the General Assembly Building by
Bgptember 2014. The other two main areas of
construction currently under way were the basements
and security-related work on First Avenue, inclugin
the construction of a line of protective bollardsda
new screening buildings. Renovation work had not
started on the 42nd and 48th Street entrances otoing
permit issues with the host city. The General Adskym
had requested the Secretary-General to continue to
interact with the host city with a view to resolgin
security concerns. Unfortunately, to date a sohlutiad

not been found, and the close proximity to the hilyr
and the South Annex Buildings of the Franklin
D. Roosevelt East River Drive (FDR Drive) off-ramp
caused concern to the Organization’s security esper

a’. On 5 February 2014, he and the Under-Secretary-
General for Safety and Security had sent a letiethé
Permanent Representative of the host country to the

General Assembly, whereby the Assembly, on tHénited Nations, requesting that the host city skoul
recommendation of the Fifth Committee, had deciddgdke action to protect United Nations Headquarteyrs
to appoint two members to the Independent Audilosing the off-ramp at 42nd Street to all but authed

Advisory Committee to fill two of the three vacaasi

vehicles. On 24 February 2014, the Secretariat had

The Secretary-General also informed the Assembdy threceived a reply stating that the off-ramp could he
the Government of Chile had nominated Ms. Patricidosed or relocated. The Secretariat would contiitsie

Arriagada to fill the remaining vacancy in th

2/8

adialogue with host city and host country authostie
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with a view to enhancing security along the 42nk&t 12. Introducing the updated report of the Secretary
perimeter of the campus. General on final expenditure for associated costs f
8. As requested by the General Assembly, tﬁge period from 2008 to 2013A(68/352/Add.3, he

Secretary-General had put forward alternative (rpiiofsa'd that while the associated costs had not been

for relocating the functions of the Library and $ou included in the original scope of the capital magtian

- . Ig;llgproved by the General Assembly, they were crucial
Annex Buildings. One option was to use space on tto the project’s implementation. The Secretary-Gahe
fourth floor of the Conference Building as a cafee proJ P : y

with an additional location elsewhere in the corlxplehad submitted details of the expenditures on assedi

for the purchase of food and drink to go. The eatesd CGOeSr:Zr:rdAstgeemct;)ISt e?/fetrhe ZZ???gﬁréodoagatocz%tlltgaghe
cost of that two-part solution was $4 million. Puotial 4 yy X

locations for the Library functions were the secamd ;edneggld A::shsaerm:cljy trr::daggopg?a\{ég E:hoosstg ;Xaﬁgdg:rei;{l
third basements. The cost of relocating those fionst 9 P

and the remainder of the functions of the South é&an master plan fund while requesting the Secretary-
Building was estimated at between $17.6 million an%eneral to make every effort to absorb them.

$20.9 million. However, the budget for the capital3. In 2011, when the approved budget for the mtoje
master plan had no provision for such work, so ihatcould no longer cover the associated costs, thee@én
the General Assembly decided to implement any @éfssembly had decided, at the request of the Segreta
those options a funding source would have to W&eneral, to authorize him to enter into commitmeofts
identified. up to $135 million for continued activities unddret
%?pital master plan project, including its assamiat

9. AS. at 31 Decem_ber 2013, the ant|C|pat_ed cost costs. In 2012, the General Assembly had authorized
completing the capital master plan project hatlf i . .

. - ; the Secretary-General to enter into additional
increased by $223,000 to $2,214.9 million, owingato commitments of up to $167.8 million. Of the sum of
increase in voluntary contributions: participationthe ; : .

. : . : those two commitments, the associated costs and the
_donatlons programme entailed, n most cases, 'BEEA st of the secondary data centre had utilized
:2 jﬁﬁgez'oTlgagfgrzngizeg ':T(])“ﬁopnmjected completimst C515155.3 million. The Secretariat had made every réffo

' ’ ' to contain expenditure on associated costs, bwtait
10. The cost of the project was being financed Ino longer possible to absorb such an amount.
apprqpngﬂons_ from : 2004 - to - 2011, _volunta_ry14. With regard to the project's cash flow situatio
contributions, interest income and the working €abi the Office of the Capital Master Plan had disbursed
reserve funds, totalling $2.15 billion, which wasitg $168.5 million over the last eight months. On
applied in its _entirety to th_e ongoing re_npvatid'me 19 M;'Jlrch 2014, the cash balance had st(;od at
unfunded portion of_the project of $65 m|II|o_q re(tt_ed $214 million. CEl,Sh outflows in December 2013 and
the cost of renovating the Dag Hammarskjold I‘Ibrar},{anuary 2014 had been lower than expected as exteri
and the South Annex Buildings, which remained withi
the scope of the project. However, for securitysmes
it was no longer feasible to renovate those Buidimas

originally intended.

work had been affected by inclement weather. The
renovation work on the General Assembly Building
was, however, proceeding apace. As the construction
work progressed, much higher monthly cash outflows
11. Thanking Member States for their timelywere expected over the coming months. However, the
contributions, he noted that 99 per cent of assesssn cash balance was not sufficient to meet all outditag

had been paid and that outstanding assessments mmmmitments and would be exhausted by June 2014,
totalled $800,000: those assessments should beipaidinless a decision was taken on the financing of the
full. Should the General Assembly approve thassociated costs to relieve the burden on the alapit
Secretary-General's proposal to continue to suspenthster plan fund. A reasonable level of operatiaghc
the renovation of the Library and South Annewould need to be maintained to enable the safe
Buildings, the project would be completed withirethcompletion of the General Assembly Building and the
projected cost, without requesting an additionakst of the project.

assessment. 15. The associated costs and the cost of the

secondary data centre could no longer be
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accommodated within the approved budget for theeneral with respect to specific and optimal opsion
capital master plan without endangering the comgptet for the financing of the cumulative costs, as set i

of the project. Possible financing options had begraragraph 18 of the Advisory Committee’s report.
outlined by the Secretary-General, and a definiting9

decision needed to be taken by the end of the fiast lan Trr(])e'e(é??/\r/]agaelin(;it:;atll)azls :Slrl thuet”(i:;;(;t?l“;':m
of the resumed session. Failure to do so would 'n'rhpep proj P Y

the ability of the Secretariat to complete the Gahe the end of June 2014. The Advisory Committee

Assembly Building. The General Assembly Wagecogmzed that the expenditure on associated costs

requested to take the actions indicated in pardgri needed to be funded. It therefore recommendedtheat

of the updated report on the implementation of trﬁessembly should decide to appropriate an amount,

. ased on the most up-to-date information providgd b
capital master planA/68/352/Add.3. the Secretary-General, to finance the cumulative
16. Mr. Ruiz Massieu (Chair of the Advisory associated costs and the cost of the secondary data
Committee on Administrative and Budgetaryentre before the funds of the capital master plane
Questions), introducing the related report of thexhausted.

Adv!sory Comm|ttee A/68/79.7)’ said that ~the 20. Upon request, the Advisory Committee had been
Advisory Committee noted with concern that the = . . :
rojected completion of the capital master planjgcb prov_lded with updates on the level of the Working
b apital Fund for 2014-2015 and the balance of the

had been postponed from late 2014 to late 2015. The" . ) )
delay was related to the 42nd and 48th Streepemal Account as at 31 December 2013, contained i

annex Il to its report. The Advisory Committee adt
entrances, where work had yet to start and wouke ta : - ) :
. that, if an appropriation for the financing of the
some 18 months to complete, but was contingent upon . .
. . : cumulative associated costs and the cost of the
approval of permits by the host city. As the Offioé
. . . secondary data centre were to be made under the
the Capital Master Plan would close in mid-201% th_ . . : . .
capital master plan project without immediate

delay would raise a number_ O.f Issues, _|_nclud|ng the sessments, access to the Working Capital Fund and
management of the remaining activities beyonﬁ;s

mid-2015 and accountability in managing the praoject © Sp_eC|aI Account, as a cash flow brldglng
mechanism, would require approval on an exceptional

17. The Advisory Committee recommended that thHeasis by the Assembly.

Assembly .ShOUId request the Secretary-Gen_era_I é(i Referring to the Advisory Committee’s comments
report on his plans for the management and supervis

of the delayed work at the 42nd and 48th Streapd recgmme_ndatlons concerning J.[h? Dag
; : L . ammarskjold Library and South Annex Buildings, he
entrances, including the possibility of reducinge th

projected 18-month work schedule, and to confirm thsau.j that, _by _present!ng the "additional alternative
ptions as interim solutions, the Secretary-Genheal

timing for the closure of the Office of the Capital . .
Master Plan in the twelfth annual progress repart 0aIIeOI to comply with the request by the General

the implementation of the capital master olan ozbie Assembly. The Advisory Committee was therefore not
P P plan peo) in a position to recommend approval by the Assembly

18. With regard to financing the associated cost$ aof the additional alternative options for interim
the secondary data centre, the Secretary-Generdl Isalutions proposed by the Secretary-General.
revised the projected final expenditure on assediatConsequently, it recommended that the Assembly
costs for the period 2008-2013 to $140,253,300 tas should request the Secretary-General to submit new
10 February 2014, representing a decrease mfoposals.

$1,155,300 compared with the amount reported to t
General Assembly at the main part of its sixty-eigh
session. Of the total projected final expendituee,
provision of $179,500 had been reallocated from30
to 2014 for delayed handover activities in the ©dfiof

B% The Advisory Committee had been informed that

there were no plans to demolish the Library andtBou
nnex Buildings. It had requested information oand

or the continued use of the two Buildings, which

esidual functions could be retained permanently

Central S_uppo_rt Services due to storm S_andy. l{ﬁerein, and an assessment by the Department etysaf
concrete financing proposals had been submittethby and Security of how long staff could continue to be

Secretary-General in that regard, so the Advisory
Committee had sought the views of the Secretary-
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accommodated in the two Buildings and of measur@8. Despite the many achievements to date, serious

that could be taken to make the Buildings more secu problems remained as the project entered its final

23. The Advisory Committee noted from the report hase, partlcularly_ the renova_t|on of the Libranyda
outh Annex Buildings. Noting that an adequate

the Secretary-General that, on 5 February 2014, the :

: [esponse had not been given to the General Assésnbly

Secretariat had sent a letter to the Permanen

. . request that the Secretary-General should submit
Representative of the host country requesting that options for the relocation of the functions curignt
host city take action to protect United Nation P ¥

Headquarters by closing the FDR Drive off-ramp aﬁouseq in the South Annex and Library Buildingsttha
. . were independent of the long-term Headquarters
42nd Street to all but authorized vehicles. The . :
) . . accommodation requirement, the Group was very
Advisory Committee had been informed ' that thgoncerned that the Secretariat had not presentsulevi
Secretariat had subsequently received a letter fitoan P

o . . alternatives that would ensure that the project was
Permanent Mission of the host country stating tiat Lo :

: completed in its entirety, and could not acceptttha
was not feasible to close or relocate the off-ramp.

solutions for integral aspects of the capital magian

24. The renovation of the Library and South Anneghould be dependent on a separate matter before the
Buildings remained suspended. The Advisorgommittee. The Group would not consider the project
Committee regretted that the capital master plamomplete until the South Annex and Library Buildéng
project was unlikely to deliver the original scopéad been renovated.

within the budget approved by the General Assemb%. Recalling the special role of the host country

for the renovation of the two Buildings within the . } .
project timeline, which would result in additionebsts Government with regard to support for United Naton

for the same functionality once acceptable optibad Headquarters, the practices of Governments of host

been identified. The  Advisory Committeecounmes in providing support for United Nations

recommended that the General Assembly Shourﬂgadquarters and United Nations bodies locatedair t

request the Secretary-General to ensure that tfieeOf terrlto_rles, and the bene_flts, including economiees,
. accruing to host countries from the presence of the
of the Capital Master Plan was phased out

N . .
completion of the remaining project activities, I Uhited Nations, the Group expressed its concerthat

extended for the planning and management dFIays in the capital master plan project causedhiey

functions in the Library and South Annex BuiIdingsEatrfovlzizingfthzf4gﬁ;mal‘fd thhth;rehe(iséng‘g}(:]:;e;he
Rather, those tasks should devolve to the Office i

: ervice Drive. The Secretariat should continue its
Central Support Services of the Department qQ . : .
Management engagement with the host country in order to find a
9 ’ agreeable solution to the question of the off-raatp
25. Ms. Rios Requena (Plurinational State of 42nd Street.
Bolivia), speaking on behalf of the Group of 77 ang8

China, said that the Group had consistently mairgdi .
. . complex must be preserved; the Group therefore
that the capital master plan must be completediroe t "
welcomed the news that the demolition of the

an_d_W|th|n the approved bu_dget, without cha_nglng tr}emporary North Lawn Building was scheduled to take
original scope of the project or compromising on

quality; however, the General Assembly needed mtaplace In 2015 and asked the Secretary-General to

. . : . . ensure its timely deconstruction and removal. The
a final decision on the financing of the associatedts . . .
capital master plan had been conceived as a pragect

and the cost of the secondary data centre at tisé fl furbish, modernize and preserve the architectfre

T . e
part of the resqmed session .'f the project was ¢o hwe Headquarters of the United Nations. Every effor
completed on time, and particularly for the General

Assembly Building to be ready in time for the geaier][nHSt therefore (lj)?) nlﬁdtho achlleAve thobsle objeciives
debate at the sixty-ninth session. Recognizing ihat ull, as approved by the Leneral Assembly.

was no longer possible to comply with the Gener20. Lastly, the Group was extremely concerned by
Assembly’s previous requests for the associatedscothe disregard shown by the Secretariat with regard
to be absorbed, the Group supported an immedidtee permanent relocation of the office of the Grafp
appropriation and assessment in respect of thogeé and China to the Secretariat Building. Althougk
expenditures. Building had been renovated and reoccupied, no

The architectural integrity of the United Nat#o
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concrete proposal had yet been made to provide tHeadquarters accommodation requirement still needed
Group with permanent office space, tailored to it® be submitted to the General Assembly, as it nas
specific requirements, in a suitable location, awith clear that the initial scheme was no longer vialilee

the same amount of space as it had had before fbading of the options should be clarified. The iOdf
capital master plan had been launched. Thod the Capital Master Plan should be phased out on
Secretariat’s lack of commitment to finding a spgedcompletion of the remaining activities of the pradje
and acceptable solution was regrettable; the Groitp operation should not be extended for the plagni
would seek to resolve the matter by means of arcleend management of future solutions for those two
General Assembly mandate. Buildings.

30. Mr. Van Den Akker (Observer for the European33. There was strong agreement in the Committee
Union), speaking also on behalf of the candidatbat the Secretariat should present a clear statewfe
countries Montenegro and Serbia; the stabilizafod lessons learned from the capital master plan as a
association process countries Albania and Bosnia apriority. All major capital expenditure projects ahld
Herzegovina; and, in addition, Georgia, expressdx scrutinized in detail before decisions were take
concern that the projected completion timeline fioe a major phase of a project initiated. A robust
capital master plan project had been postponedrtgy governance structure and oversight mechanisms to
year. The Secretary-General should provide ancrease accountability were prerequisites in that
explanation of the delays in carrying out the wat regard. Lessons learned should inform the planaimg)

the 42nd and 48th Street entrances and report sn implementation of future large-scale capital progec
plans for completion of the work, including thelssues that deserved particular attention included
possibility of reducing the projected 18-month worloccupancy levels before and after renovation, fHexi
schedule. In addition, further information regamlithe working arrangements, swing-space related matters,
delayed handover activities in the Office of Cehtrand the budgeting of possible associated costs.
Support Services should be given in the twelfthuwain
progress report on the implementation of the capit
master plan.

34. Mr. Ono (Japan) expressed dissatisfaction at the
fate issuance of the documents on the capital maste
plan, which had left the Committee with little time

31. The member States of the European Uniaonsider the matter before the scheduled end of the
harboured persistent concerns with regard to tliest part of the resumed session. In particuldre t
project cost overruns, which amounted tstudy on long-term accommodation needs at United
approximately 26 per cent over the approved buaddget Nations Headquarters for the period from 2014 t840
$1.876 billion, including $155 million for assocéat was scheduled to be introduced just two days before
costs and the secondary data centre, and to the toeethe end of the first part of the resumed sessioaking
ensure strict financial management of any capital impossible for the Committee to finalize its
project. Member States had already consented tocansideration of how to deal with the Dag
significant financial effort when they had agreeduse Hammarskjold Library and South Annex Buildings.
the interest accumulated in the working capitakrgse Although the Secretary-General had presented
fund. As the project was now at a critical junctungéth additional alternative interim options for housitlige

a cash balance that was expected to be fully etllizfunctions of the Library and South Annex Buildings
towards the end of June 2014, his delegation looké#uhat were independent of the long-term accommodatio
forward to discussion of the project’'s continuitpda requirement at Headquarters, they should be exammine
timely completion, with full details of expenditige in the context of the Secretary-General’s proposals
including those related to the closing of accountspncerning long-term accommodation needs.

before the Committee took any final decisions op

funding. Welcoming the progress made on the project

since the Committee had last been briefed and éwesn
32. With regard to the Dag Hammarskjold Libraryhat the renovation of the General Assembly Buiddin
and South Annex Buildings, he concurred with theas on schedule and was expected to be completed in
Advisory Committee that feasible alternative opdontime for the general debate in 2014, he said that t
for the relocation of the functions currently hodsea Committee must now address the unfunded portion of
those Buildings that were independent of the loaigrt the capital master plan. The Committee must reach a
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decision at the first part of the resumed sessiorthe more with less and to hold managers accountable for
urgent question of cash flow, but delegations stioutloing so.

also reach consensus on financing the associateis ¢ . : : .

and the cost of the secondary data centre. In tr%a%' While his delegation sought completion of the

. ) . : capital master plan as soon as possible, and haé do
connection, it was imperative for the Secretary-&ah . .

. : its part to ensure that the project would be corgze
to do his utmost to contain and absorb costs.

on time, within budget and with the necessary
36. Mr. Kim Jihoon (Republic of Korea) said thatesources, it could not agree to an additional
while it was encouraging to learn that the capit@ssessment. In order to resolve that dilemma, the
master plan was now in its final stages and tha&t tCommittee must find innovative ways to finance the
General Assembly would be able to confer in the nework, as it had in the past. There were steps ¢batd
General Assembly Hall in September 2014, the pitojelse taken to reduce the shortfall and provide thedee
had been hindered by delays and cost overruntiode influx of cash.

issues were not addressed, the burden on Memher . .
States would increase and the ability of th%%' Firstly, the Secretary-General should still mak

. . . . every effort to find any possible savings, parti
Organization to function properly would inevitabbe bﬁy cgnsidering each OL}J/tSFTEanding contragct ar;d r?c:tybnt
a

impaired. Careful and serious deliberations werg’ . . : .
. : claims against vendors to find savings, and by ingk
therefore needed on the financing and future of the s . ; .
L : Or any remaining value engineering savings thatldo
plan. A cash flow bridging mechanism was urgentl

needed to address the shortfall in the capital masgge achieved without diminishing the quality of the

plan accounts. Member States had repeatedly calhedpro]eCt' _Secondly, the Secre_tan_at should  seek
the Secretariat to maximize its efforts to find i sponsorships and voluntary contributions from Membe

and to ascertain promptly what the final figure Vebu States. The $2 billion project had only benefitedni

L . $114 million in voluntary contributions, of whichish
be. Accountability was more important than ever a overnment had provided $100 million for necessar
Member States must work together to find bettesr P y

. . o ecurity upgrades. He was not convinced that all
solutions to those financial issues. . : .
potential alternative funding sources had been
37. The General Assembly’s guidance was alsxhausted.
needed with regard to the question of the Da : .
Hammarskjold Library and South Annex Buildings&' Nevertheless, it was unlikely that the Secnetar

Regarding the options put forward by the SeCreereneral would be able to find all $156 million in

General, his delegation would examine whether aﬁﬁ‘é‘lng;aagned \i)(;lu?gzlrypig?et(r:ltl?ut_lrohnes, g?)rr::(r:#ilt?emgthriust

possible options had been duly considered. However, : .
: . . . PR . erefore be pragmatic and explore the suggestadins
in the light of the world’s financial difficultiesnd in . . . .

the Advisory Committee in an effort to find an

order to ensure the Organization’s sustainabilthe . . ; : -
. : R innovative solution addressing the remaining cdsiwv f
most important factor was fiscal discipline. . : .
needs. Any solution must avoid placing an undue
38. Mr. Lieberman (United States of America) saidburden on Member States, must take their fiscalesyc
that while great progress had been made in thetalapinto account, and must enable the Secretary-General
master plan project, it was still over a year avimym complete the project on time.

fr?emgtlzigﬁ:tsan'?htehrirsv:sa; I2n$1r?iit(r)?m[[(())nthsz;(gﬁ?rl '42. with regard to the Library and South Annex
. 9 y Buildings, following the confirmation that it wason

but fche challenge now was to ensure. the necessal¥sible to close or relocate the off-ramp at 43tcket
funding to allow the project to continue without

) . . and that the Buildings could not be structurally
interruption. Unless a solution was found there Was o oded to meet United Nations security standards
real risk that the General Assembly Hall would bet Pg y ’

ready for the opening of the sixty-ninth sessionthd another solution must be found. The Secretary-Ganer

Assembly. The request for additional funds fro nad put forward a costly proposal to relocate the

Member States to meet expenditures that had not er;lebrary and the cafeteria, but other options shobél

originally foreseen had, however, come atatimeelwhEXplored before a decision could be taken. More
9 y ’ ' cqoncrete, viable, options should therefore be stieahi

many national governments, including his own, facet the General Assembly promptly. Given the time
tremendous fiscal pressures and were learning to do '
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sensitivities surrounding the completion of the jpoo,

it was incumbent on the Committee to find a timely,
affordable and fiscally responsible solution thaiuhd
not jeopardize the Organization’s important work.

43. Mr. Takasu (Under-Secretary-General for
Management) said that the reports of the Secretary-
General containing updated information on the apit
master plan and on the long-term accommodation
needs at Headquarters had been submitted before the
deadline for the first part of the resumed sessibme
Secretariat would, however, continue to make every
effort to address the late issuance of documerdst a
was hindering the Committee’s work.

44. The Secretariat was confident that the work
currently under way on the General Assembly Buitdin
and the basements would be completed on time.
However, as there was no indication when the permit
for the renovation work on the 42nd and 48th Street
entrances would be granted, it was impossible te gi
definitive completion date for that part of the ct.

The Secretariat would continue to work with the thos
Government to expedite the issuing of the necessary
permits.

45. The question of office space for the secretasfa
the Group of 77 and China was another priority thoe
Secretariat, which it was seeking to resolve witle t
Group’s Chairman and Executive Secretary. The
Secretariat was committed to finding a satisfactory
solution and providing the Group with offices siaril

to those it had had before the capital master piad
been undertaken.

46. Mr. Ruiz Massieu (Chair of the Advisory
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary
Questions) said that the Advisory Committee agreed
with the comments of Member States regarding the la
issuance of documents. For its reports to be issued
expeditiously, the Advisory Committee had to reeeiv
the Secretariat’'s reports promptly, as well as arswo
any questions posed by Advisory Committee members
during their deliberations. It was sometimes a
challenge for the Secretariat to provide those amsw

in a timely fashion. Consideration was being giien
adjusting the timing of the Advisory Committee’s
consideration of items, so as to alleviate the time
pressure.

The meeting rose at 11.20 a.m.
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