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1. Under the terms of operative paragraphs 5 and 6 of draft resolution
A/C.6/44/L.5 the General Assembly ~oulo:

(8) Docide that an international conference of plenipotentiaries shall be
convened at Vi~~na fr)m 8 to 26 April 1991 to consider the draft Convention on tho
Liability ot Operator:J of Transport Terminals in Intprnational Trade 1/ prepared by
the Commission and te embody the results of its work in an lnternationnl convent~;on;

(b) R~qUHst the Secretary-General:

(i) To invite all States to participate in the conference;

(ii) To invitp representaLives of organizations th8t have received 8 5ta~rtin1

iLvitation from the General Assembly to part~cipete in the sessions and
the work of all international conferences conver.eo under its auspices in
the cupacity of observers to parti~ipate in the conference in that
capacity in accordance with Assembly resolutions 3237 (XXIX) of
22 November 1974 and 31/152 of 20 DeCeIOb'3l' 19711;

(iii) To invite representatives of the naticnal literation mo~ements recognized
in its region by the Orga~ization of African Unity to participate in the
conference in the capacity of observers in accordance with General
Assembly resolution 3280 (XXIX) of 10 December 1974;
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(iv) To invite the specialized agencies and the International Atomic Energy
Agency, as well as interested organs of the United Nations and interested
international organizations, to be represented at the conference by
observers.

2. The activities prop0!'led fall under' chapter 3, "International justice and law",
programme 5, "Progressive harmonization and unification of the law of international
trade", of the medium-term plan for the period 1984-1989 as revised. l/ Provision
has been made under section 26, "Legal activities", of the proposed programme
budget for the biennium 1990-1991 ~/ for the substantive servicing of meetings as
outlined in programme elelnent 1.2, "Substantive servicing of meetings", under
programme 5, "Progressive harmonization and unification of the law of international
trade", which is carried out by the International Trarle Law Branch.

3. Should the General Assembly adopt draft resolution A/C.6/44/L.5, the
international conference of plenipotftntiaries be convened at Vionna from 8 to
26 April 1991. The conference would require the provision of interpretation in the
six official languages of the General Assembly. The sch~dulu of meetings would
provide for three meetings a day throughout the three weeks· duration. There would
be 150 pages (7 documents) of pre·-session documentatiOJo, 235 pages (100 document.s)
of in-session documentation and 20 pages (1 document) of post-session documentation
to be issued in the six official languages of the Assembly. In conformity with
paragraph 8 of Assembly resolution 37/14 C of 16 November 1982, by which the
Assembly authorized the provision of summary records for legal codification
conferences, t.he conference would be entitled to summary records.

4. The related conferen~e-servicing requirements are estimated on a full-rost
basis aL $1,635,200, broken down as follows:

I. flnt-.-JHUHiiQr:LIjQCUm(;)J1t(.\ t i Qn
(150 pages of ~ documents in A,e,E,F,R,S)

I I . ~1ee.tJ ng:lervJcJJ19
(Interpretation: A,e,E,F,R,S)

IV. PQ~t-~e~~iQn ~Q~Um~n~~tiQn

(20 pages of one dc,cument in A,e,r,F,R,S)

V. Sumrn~ry reC9rds
(45 meetings: A,C,E,F,R,S)

Total

Ill. In-~~.HiSiQn QQQIJIJlQ11" "tJQl1
(235 pages of 100 documents in A,~

$

197 800

289 500

330 700

26 300

790 90J

1 635 200
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5. The above cost estimates are based on the assumption that no part of the
conferenco-servicinq requirements would be met from within the permanent
conference-servid.ng capacity under section 29 of the proposed programme budget and
that additional resources would be required for temporary assistance for meetings.
The extent to which the Organization's permanent capacity needs to be supplemented
by temporary assistance ~esources can only be determined in the light of the
proposed calendar of conferences for 1990-1991. However, as indicated in
paragraph 29.5 of the pro~~sed programme budget, 4/ the 1990-1991 level of
resources for tempQrary assistance for meetings was estimated on the basis of
previous experience to accommodate not only meetings which were programmed but also
additional meetings. In other words, provision was made in the proposed programme
budget not only for meetings known at the time of budget preparation but also for
meetings that would he authorized subsequently, provided that the number and
distribution of meetings and conferences in the biennium 1990-1991 was consistent
with the pattern of meetings in the past years. On that basis, it is estimated
that no additi~nal cost would be incuI~ed under section 29 of the proposed
pro~ramme budget for the blennium 1990-1991 as a result of the adoption of draft
resolution A/C.6/44/L.5.

6. In addition to the above conference-servicing costs, additional costs of
$20,200 would arise fOI· travel and subsistence of the Legal Counsel ($3,100) and of
representatives ($17,100).

G. Contingency fv"~

7. No provision has boon made in the proposed progrilmme budget for the biennium
1990 1991 to provide for the travel and subsistence costs of $20,200 indicated in
p.\ri:\<]raph .:J above.

8. It will be recalled that, under the procedure established by the General
As~embly in its resolution 41/213 of 19 December 1986 and ~n effect starting with
the bionnium 1990-1991, a contingency fund is nstablished for e(~h biennium to
accommodate additional expenditures dorivpd from legislative mandat~~ pot provided
for in the proposed programm~ budget. Undbr the same procedure, jf addit.ional
expenditures .1re proposed that exceed resources available from thL contingency
fund, these activities can he implemont~d 0nly through redeployment of resources
from low-priority areas or modifications of projocted activities. Otherwise, such
additional activities will have to be deferred until a later biennium. A
consolidated statement of all programmo budget implications and revised estimates
wi 11 he subm.i lted to the Assembly towards the end of the current session.

/ ...
Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



A/C.f/44/L.8
English
Page 4

9. The Secretary-GJneral has considered t~e possibility of curtailing the travel
undertaken by the staff of the International Trade Law Branch in connection with
their attendance at sessions of working and study groups at locations other than
Vienna referred to in paragraph 26.11 of the proposed programme budget for the
1990-1991 biennium, in order to offset the additional costs relating to the travel
and subsistence of the Legal Counsel and representutives. In the event that the
additional resources required cannot be financod from the contingency fund, it
would be the intention of the Secretary-General to reduce the att~ndance of staff
at sessions of working and study groups from a total of 12 to 8 weeks and to
redeploy the resources thus made avai Llb le t.o meet the travel and subsistence
requirements that would arise from the adoption of draft resolution A/C.6/44/L.5.

1/ Qll.ic.i.i!.L__R~~or~..LQ1.._ the Gem; :":.M__A~se.m~_F:~_r...ty:: [Q-,.u:th_Se~.si on,
SJ!l'l'lem.en.L.NQ.t_.-.lI (AI 44/17 ), annex I.

11 I~iQ., sect. 29.
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