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1. At its 1934th plenary meeting, on 21 September 1971, the eneral Assembly, in

a cordance with rule 28 of its rules of procedure, appoin ed a Credenti 1

Co ittee for its t\ofenty-sixth sessio:1 onsistin of the followinv Me .ber StaJes:

A tralia, Colom i , Fyance, Ireland, iberia, 4ongolia, Se alia, Uni(Jn of ~·o,.riet

Socialist Re ublic a d United Sta es of America.

2. The Committee met on 17 Dece ber 1971.

3. t4r. Corneli s C. Cremi (Ireland) was unani olisly elected Chairman.

4. The Chairman dr w the atte tion of he Corn ittee 0 the Secretary-General's

memorandum of 17 December 1971 on the sta~us o£ representatives to Lhe tweno.y-_:xth

session of the General Assembly, from which it apreare that formal creden ip- S

ha been submitte to the Secretary-General by all ~ember State excep bree.

In those three ins ances, he cred ntials of ~he re.rese~ta ives did no c nfr~=

to rule 27 of he rules of rcced re of he eneraL Assembly a d to th~ p ctice

established under this rule accordin to which credentials should be issued ey

the Head o~ Sta e or overnmen or by he t i is er fo Foreif, Af_airs in t~e far

of a '~itten documelt bearin the si nature of the iss i.~ authority. Howe~er, in

view of the imminent closing date of the sess'o and the as-urances ~iven y te

delegations co cer ed that the credentials n ue or ha een established and

71-28851 / ...



186~5

En· Lh
""a~e 2

would be trans itted., the ha 'r-lran an eXc~n iOUli measure, the

a certance in lieu thereof of he o.;OlJU uni at. ions 1'0

the SecYe ary-Gene l' S fIe Dr n urn.

t i pi.:irar:ra.phs 2 a d 3

'5 • rrh r nrese ta_iv,= 0 the Unit<c: 1 St tes of n 'op s cl .11at the Commit t e

e ,elror Po n <-1.nr1 relay Ut- i 1for at' C'1l c n nine therein to the

\SS· ID 'r.

6. The repr cent tive of So :11 ia, 10tinrr that at i s tI-.' nty- 'iftll sessio; the

G neral As e~)ly had a ~rov~d the irst r mmit te 'oTit

aD exception re, ar 'Lng the rep' esenta.tives of South /J..' rica., stated t at, while

hi dele ation would. oth !' ,rise a.ccept the U i te tates cred ntials

of the r pr sentati"re of South Africa houLl. be sinr:le

consideration by the enera Asse~b y.

for' .. e ial

7. The re_re entative of Lih ria said at th f et t t the Peo,l 's Re blie

of China w s now I'

the C Ylllitte h d t In e

'was a m-atifyinp: develonment. He he state that

st t~' n its full res onsibili i s. He noten, w'th

r~f rene to t e rec~ t ner: ti::l.tior, 'pt ·re l the: niter'! in, dom FlnJ Southern

: no'esia, hat the latt<:>r ri, t ~,ell submit 3.n .'1. n i tion f(',r "nit Tfations

membership, W liel , in he viev of Liberia, hould e rejecte berause 0 he

policies tha country had in common ",itll eouth ~~.f i "'. S h 0 ri~s 5 ould a e e

to Uni ed IJations p inei e~ if heir ere ential we e to 1· acce Led.

8. The re~resenta ives of Australia supnorted t.he proposal I ad_ by ttJe United

, reoT'eninp: he debate

States. He f1.Llly understo

e delegation of Som lia wo

th feeli which inspired the motio made b

have the ~ -sihil' {

omalia.

at a plenar' meeting 01 tIe General Assem ly. ,ow_ ver he ha ed hat he

re esen+-ative of So alia wo Id subscrite t.o t:1 _ S'_H' "('sted r po t. or he ti"!l.

being. With re ard to Sout~ern Rh j si. ,

i due course.

at question would rave 0 e to kle

9. The re resenta' i es of 110 ("'cl' a and f> Union :n' ~o"i -::. .)o,~i li. t e ublics

e res sed their ort of ~G~ali~' ~rouo~al.

~roeed're of the General As. em lyon y called for 'le ommittee to

la. e re resentativ of Col 0° e nh si ed th t r le 27 0 t r..ues of

nou e it elf

a-b orrence w ich his Cl ntIy rei""" to\oTard (;0 oniali. m an, r!lciAl di", riminat.io

I . ..

on whether the crec:ent' als ~ad been 5 l!"li t ed in '1ue fo lnde ~ndently of the
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decis'on whi h would

result in its assuming prerogat'v s properl bel ing, under the Charter, to the

General Asse. bly and the Security Council. Although Colombia did not object t

having the credentials of the repres ntatives of South Africa reported upon

separately, the Cormnittee rmJ d not refu e to .reco{l;nize the crE'dentials concerned.

11. The re res ntative of Franc ro:::callf"d that" the posi ion of France tmTards

the polic ies followed by South II frica ha bee:J. e . ressed last yea-:- in the G neral

Assembly. However, the q estion before the Co .ittee was not a .olitical

question 1 but a very siro. le on - lihE-the or not he cre enti Is of the

representatives ated from their Goverllients.

12. The representative of orr. lia emphasized that South Africa's !:1embershi in

the Organization was not in question. The question was that South Africa's whole

posture towards the Or anization had been changin since 1948 and that today its

application for memberslip w0ul be rejected, sin_€ that country did not follow

the prine i .,1' s of the "'harter. Somalia cou~o not endorse as vali.=- t e

er de tial or he repr senta ive of Sou"'h f lea. The General Assembl had

taken a po i tio:l on hat s bject lust ear, a posi tien that co 1" not be ign re'

by t Committee, and th ecretary-Gener 1 rs me orand In sho Id have taken it into

account. Th ex~ination of crpden . Is could n0t be reduced to the mere

v rification 0 a pie e of pa~er.

13. Th_ representa.tive f hp. Uni e· tates of ..l.merica stre sed that rule 27 laid

do\.'Tl urely pchni c 1 recl,llire ents fOl th· v~rif'ication;) be cr .dentials of

repre ntatives, an he recalled ha, the Cort::ittee had in the past reJecte

simil r att r.t ,ts to exclude repr.-sentatives of ,Ienb r Stat,e". He su o. teCl hE:

views alrea. y express ( hy Al .. tralia, Colon ia 9.!ld l;'rDn~e.

14. hi.. 9. ac i y "1.5 th re rese ativ~ ef Ireland, the ~air an r called the

,osition of nis delegation, whi WIS sta··ed la::- year in the r.eneral .c..ssembly.

15. Th .hairm n put to t e v~~e Somalia's propo.,al h~ tte credenti~s of the

representaTives of Sou A":rl a should e reror cc. . {)Ol'. se arately a tha he

COllll!1it ee shoul~ r· prone nC'e its..':' all tLc acceptac.ili-y of ilOS-': cre:le7".tials.
I

The pr~ osal wns r~, ec ea ' 5 VOT~5 LJ -.

16. In explanat'i.::on of I is vote, the rE:~re t'c.tati·re of ColonfJia stat.e that

des i -:e is c( unt]? I 5 rejection f thE: pt":icy .f ar.arthei fo·.lm. d b t

/ ...
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G vernment of "Oil 11 frica - H 'th whicb Colombia. . ad no r 1 tions what", vt>r-

it ~ uld ave bewn un ceptabl ! r tl1eolnmittec to tal< u, on its f 1)r 1'0 atives

Hhich wer clearly on erre by the h6.rt~r upon the Cen ral As mbly and the I
Sec I it ouncil an the exercise of "hi h was p;overn d by cial procedur s.

In votinl"l; against th propos 1, .olombia int nd d to sa (~uarc1 the rj ~hts of all

t-1e bel' Ctates <

17. 'r e r l'reselltative of ,omalia stated tha the Conuni tt e, having been

established under the rules of proc dure of the General I!,.", embly, should f 1

bo nd b r the latter's pronounc ent. So 1 i ,-!Oulo tak _ up the uestion of oouth

Mri 's credentials in the Assembly.

18. Th C airman, observing that all reservaticns ej:nr(~ssed in the Committee

concerning the I' presentation of South Africa Hould 1'1' reconkJ in the Commi tt'~e I s

re[-ort to the General Assembly, proposed the following draft resolution for

doption by the Committee:

"The er d"'ntials COElmi-ctee,

t- enty-sixth
the crl::'dentials of' the repre' ntativ ._s to the

of t e General .ssemb y,

"Recal1inr.: th different vie,,,,, xpr s d durill[c; the deb

"Accepts the credem:i Is of all represen'
session of the General _ ssembly and recommen
that it a prove tile r-po.t f t e Cl' d ntials

uives to the tvr nty-sixth
to The General Assembl~

o:nmittee."

19. The draft res lutjon 1'0 osed by the ~he.-irman \oIa ado te by 5 vo' es to none,

with 4 abstentions.

20. T e Chairma then prop sed that the Credentia s Committe re ommend to .he

General Assembly the adoption of the followin draf resolution:

"The Ge eral Asse , ly

itA roves the report of the Creden tic..ls Commit" e."

r port.

decision by the G neral Asse ly 0n the crede .tials of the repr~ e La ives 0

South Lfrica., that recormnendation should not be i lcluded in the ommi ttee I s

21. The repr.sentative f oocalia stateu that, i r er not 0 rre-empt any

I ...
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RECO END TION OF TEE CREDENTIALS cm, ITTEE

27. The re ential Co Jittee recommends to the General Assembly the adoption

of the fol10'lo{" n dref resal tion:

sessionCredentials of re

The General Assembly

Approves the re,ort of the Credentials ommittee.

"Approv s the first report of the Credentials Committee except with
regard to the credentials of the representatives of the Government of
South Africa."

22. The Chairman observed that it had been the practice of the Committee to

include such a recommendation in its report to the General Assembly.

23. The representative of Somalia stated that the resolution adopted last year

by the General Assembly differed from the one recommended by the Committee. He

would be in favour of recommending to the Assembly the adoption of a resolution

identical to the one it adopted last year.

24. The representative of Mongolia thoup.;ht that the report should reflect the

views of those members of the Committee who felt that the credentials of the

representatives of South Africa should be considered separately by the General

Assembly.

25. The Chairman put to the vote his previous proposal to the effect that the

Committee recommend to the General Assembly the adoption of the draft resolution

set forth in paragraph 20 above. The proposal was adopted by 5 votes to 2, with

2 abstentions.

26. The representative of Somalia stated that he would have voted for the draft

resolution if the wording had been like that of General Assembly resolution

2636 A (XXV) of 13 November 1970, the operative paragraph of which read:




