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GENERAL AND COMPLETE DISARMAMEN1

REVIEW OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF TIIE RECOMMENDATIONS AND DECISIONS
ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AT ITS TENTH SPECIAL SESSION

DEVELOPMENT AND INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC CO_OPERATION

E)CTERNAL DEBT CRISIS AND DEVELOPMENT

PROTECTION OF GLOBAL CLIMATE TOR PRESENT AND FIIruRE
GENERATIONS OF MANKIND

Letter datetl 25 October 1,989 fron the Pernanent RePresentative of,
Brazil to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General

I have the honour to Cransmit to you herewitb the "Declaratioa of Brasilia",
issueal by Ehe Ministers of State in charge of environrental management and the
representatives of the countries participating in the sixth Ministerial Meeting or1

the Environment in Latin America and the Caribbean, held at Brasilia on 30 and
31 March 1989. Upon instructions from ny Governrnent, I request that tbe
Declaration be circulated as a document of the General Assembly under agenda items
63, 66, 82, 84 and 85.

(Signed) Paulo NoGUEIRA-BATI STA
Ambassador

Permanent RePresentative of Braz if
to the United Nations

89-25782 1090c (E)
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AIINEX

The MiDistels of Slate ia charge of etrvirofinentaf nanaEeheat aad the
roPre6€ntatives of the coultries participatitg in the Sirth Uitri6terial Meeting oD
the Erviroln![t ia Latin America aDd the Caribbean, held at Brasi.lia. on 30 ard
31 March L989, decided to conclude their deliberatioDs with the follorrinq:

Declaration of Brasilia

1. The Latin Afierican arrd CaribbeEtr countries recognize that lhe urgent need
!o fiDd a balatrce b€teeeD 60cio-ecotromic development and etrvirolme[ta], paotection
aad con6ervation through 6qund nanagenent of naturaL resources aad control of
envirolrn€ntal impacts is a coilron coocerr of the highsst priarity to the countries
of the region. This recoglition erpreaaes the ineitrica-ble relatioaship bet!.een
€nvirouneataL cotrce!D6 atld 6Ocio-ecolornic aaveloprnett. as nell as lhe ob].igation to
ctlSur! the ratiooal uEe of re6ources fqr the belefit qf preseat aldl future
geseratioDs.

2. the l.tiaistcr3 r.affinncd the priDciple that each Stat€ has the Eovereign
.ight to fr€ely nalage its !!tu!al r6aourc6s. Ihis priaciple does not rrclude, but
rathcr uDderLiacs th. a.6d for iuterdational co-operatio! at t-|c regional,,
Eubr€gioial a-nd global lsv€t6. the l{iristera ar6o enphasizeal that th€ solution to
ths clt€rlal dgbt problqn aDd the e6tabLi6hrnelt of, a just ald equitable !.F
i!c!r[atioral ocoDornic olalel are inpr!ative colditiou6 to strelgtbGa d6moc!acy i!
Lati! Arncrica r-!d thc Caribb.a!, !.adl to prohote sccuritir rld pecce iD the rrgioE.
as rclL n6 6u8t.iDabl,c ccoaonic aqd aocial drvclolrlctt, yhich is the odfy possible
alt€r[aCive for ths ratiolrl uti].lraeio! of ou! Datural resources to satisfv the
rrcdE of our paoplcs.

3. The inprovcnGDt o! socLai. a-ad ccoootric colditioaB is the csscatial facto!
iD preveDtiog eDvirornoltsl degradation in our cou4triss. I! Latin Arnerica asd the
Caribbga!, a6 iD the rrst of tbe third vorld, unalerdevelopneDt aDdl envirolrne[tal
dagrrdation are el,qnsEta '.ithi! a vicious circl,e thlt coadcna€ nrillioas of 9eoDle
to a gualiCy o! Lifr bcl,qr lGv!16 of brnan diglity.

4. The l,liliEt€ls th€refore resolve to iDtelsify effortE to foster greaCer
ulderstEnililg i! th6ir lospgctive couutri€s of the proper rsl,atioa6hip bet!.eeD
ecottomic develoFncat pluring cad gavirouicatal problcrns aaal cottcarn6. and to
colsolidate and inprove thair coult'ri€€, capacitics for effective enviroaneatal
pLaltlilg and nalagqhgDt. Sorovar, th! lli[i€tlrs are of Che vi€s that pres€at
levqLe of econohic deve).olxnclt Bqd rates of gronth severely lirnit the pos6ibility
of rcadlly achisviDg th6 objGctivas of soulal lDvitoDtnctrtal na:rageneqt atld
coassrvation.

5. Moreovsr, this 6ituatioD has bee! eracerbated by the prc6ent heavy
iadebt€dd€ss of Lati! Anrerica a.sd the Callbbeal to the fitraBcia1 coiimutity of the
itralustrialized coultrice. Tbc dobt cri6is ald the adjustrneut potici.s alerived fron
it have inpaired qoqditioaE for ecoaonj.c. Eqcial a|rd e.vilorrneatal d6velol'n€at.
The dcbt calDot be pald undcr prcseDt cotralitio[s trot 6veE by increasitrg the hunger
ard pov.rty of our pGoplrs, Dor by crertiaq nore uudleraleveloFelt and th€ crsuing
degradation of our gnvirolrnalt. ft is obvious that pre66!t corlditions for rnanaging
thc crt.raal debt nust b. chaagrd atd that the currcnt lr.gative tradsfer of
resourcgs, shich ha6 tralsformeDd developiag couttfies iuto capital. exporters to
tbe industriali.ed vorld, nu6t be irunediately reversed.

6. The measures adopt€d by the countries in the region are impoltant, but
stj.ll iasufficieBt to achieve a just, sta-bte aDd tastilg sofution to the debt
probfen. Such a 6olutioD rill oEly be possible lhrouEh a change in terms aDd
nodalities i-!r dealiDg r.ith the erter[a]. debt aDd through ,'co-responsibility,,. lhich
crealitors rill. have to assune so as to solve tbe probl,ens of indebtedness and its
conaequctrces on a joitrt basi6.
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7. Intsraationa.l tiraDcilg ag€ncies should, through 8pecific itrstituciolal
facilltiss, Gn6ur€ availability of sufticilDt sdditioDal resourccs, or! coacessioDal
t€nr6, to futd elviroErGtrtal, protectio! proj€cts i! developiEg couttt!i.s. I! the
allocatioa of resourcas for that purpo6€, dq coDdieiods chould be inposed that
r,ould. ia effcct, resulC i! a r6duction of resources availabl.e for eltviroarnenCal
Protection.

8. In the 1i9ht of the for€goiog con6ialeraeiqDs, the Miaisters cal] upon the
indu6trialized natiods/ atrd particularly those that share our conce!n foa e(fective
etrviro!:rneatal lllanagernetrt, to increase substantial.ly the .level of their fiDancial
add techricat contEibutious to d6velopirg countri6s a[d th€ir effective support to
the t uiced Natiotrs Eavironrnert Proqratllr6.

9. ID Chis reqard, it i6 of pardnoult inportaEce that the coultri.es of Latin
Anerica a.nd the Caribbcaa be assi6ted, if th.y 60 reguest, in the establishrnent of
asEoutial sapability to colducC scieuCific 16Bea!cb, to effici€atly rna!a96 their
Batural Ey6tan6, alal to strsDgtha! traCiooal. procgaseE for etrvi.rodtraltdlfy 6ouad
deci E ioD-nakiDg,

10. Furth.rhore, iDterDatioDAl co-opcratio! fgr cnviroEieDtal prot.cCion
should ilctude free accs6s to scis[tific iuformatloo ald the tra4sfer - a! cost -
to d.v.lopiag couEtli.s of Do!-pollutilg t.cb.lologiq6 a.Ed of tbos. iEtcailcd lor
elviroBrcstal cgl6elvatigo. Acce6s to usr €Dviroriri.ntal tccb.aotoEic€ cailaoC be
suucct co purely cor.n€rcial iDt€rests. Llhcalse, iuteroatioDal, orgaliratioas
should aid Lh€ countrirs iE the rlgio! to inprova th6ir molitoriug Bystans aod
.drsDc€ th.ir capalility to eaforce tha ilt.rnatioaal 6tardard6 for enviroansDtal
prot.ctioa to sbich thcse coultria6 hcve su.b6crib.al.

11. Iu this respect, grcater €fforts nusC bc fiadc to iocrcase Ch€ systens of
prgtectad latural area8 iD tbo raqio! alal to cea66 practic.s Cbat are highly
al€lctcriou6 to the €avifonn.nt, such a6 tbe ildiEcrirni.ate ald/or illagal transport
ald di8posal of harardous aDd toric ',a6te6 andl rnaterial,s,and duripiag in the oceau
of auch raatas, vhich plac€E coaatal areas i! th€ rhoLe rcgion, aDd cspecially tbc
islald Staces of the Calibbca!, itr jeopardy,

12. the aetiou6 savirodnqltal problrns Cb. |.orLtl is facilg Cod6y derive
naialy fron induscrializacion trod€16 ard pattsruE of coqsutnptiga ald vsste adopted
in th. i!du6crializ.d coutrt!i.s, nhich gave riac to the acccLcratcd al.t.rioration
of th€ plarat's aaturaL rlaourcgs aDd the evar-incrasailg iDtloductioD of
pollutalt8 iaco the bioBph.re, ?he MiDistrlE of Lltin tunerica ald the Caribb€att
lre corln.ltled to a courEo of ectio! capr.b16 of avqidirg the r€curr.trce in our
countrics of the lrrors of thag pattern of davalopmeat aird its coDsequences, and
urge ilduSt!ializcd coultri68 to aaaurn€ their full respousibility coGnlnsutate vith
their fi!a!ci,al ard tecblical ra6ources for reversiDg the snvirodnental d€gradation
Proc6a6.

13. Thc courtai,cs Cbat havc auclcar r.capoas atrd other weapols for |nass
dl66tructiod should irwnediatcly ceas€ aLl tests and erperitneacs loith these l{eaPons
a[d dctively promote th€ir elinidatigD. Olly in this nanDer wi]l it be Possible to
guaraatee protectiga of tbe eaviroEnent agaitrst the rirk of coatatnination aBd
ecological d!struccion. Rc6ources nade 6vailabte ther.from should be chatrnelled
irto pronotilg ecolonic ard social ateveloprnrat, fo.lloi.iag the dispq6itioas
emattatiDg f(otn the differ€nt forrms of tbe United NatioDs systsrn.
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14. Therefore, tbr couqtri€s of Lati! An€rica a.d tho Caribb.ar, io addieion
ta thcir interrtal efforts to desigrr atld inplenedC natiolal p1als for the protection
ald coDEerv.tioa of tho €lvirourcDt, are cgolllittral to Etreugthaqilg theirco-oprratioB iD this arra !!d to regucstiDg techlical and fiDalcial co_opcration
lro|n crtra-r.gioaal, cou.Dtrle6 a.ad j,Et€rDatioaal oEgatizat.iotE. Itro Miaj,6Ccr6 of
Cbg Laein Atrlerican ajrd th€ Caribb€an coultri66 are convinc€at Chat th€ globalBolution for our eadatg€red Earth ettt6ils an unprecedeated Ievel of co_operationbltveen i.dustrial aad devel,opirg coutrtries for the beaefiL of future qeaeaations,


