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  Letter dated 18 June 2014 from the Permanent Representative of 

Cyprus to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General 
 

 

 Upon instructions from my Government, I enclose herewith two separate 

annexes recording the infringements of international air traffic regulations and 

violations of the national airspace of the Republic of Cyprus by Turkey (see annex I) 

and the illegal use of closed ports by Turkish warships during the month of May 

2014 (see annex II). It should also be noted that Turkish commercial aircraft 

systematically use the illegal Tympou airport contrary to international rules and 

regulations. 

 Furthermore, I wish to inform you that during the months of April and May, 

Turkey and its subordinate local administration in the occupied territories of the 

Republic of Cyprus issued several illegal Notices to Airmen (NOTAMs), in an 

attempt to revoke NOTAMs previously issued by the competent authorities of the 

Republic. Turkey’s actions not only stand in breach of international law but also 

seriously endanger safety and security in the reserved areas, as in one case they had 

been reserved for mine destruction explosions and, on two other occasions, for 

exercises conducted with live ammunition by the Danish Royal Navy.  

 Previously, in March, Turkey and its subordinate local administration illegally 

reserved an area in the north-west flight information region (FIR) of Cyprus, in 

which Turkish military aircraft conducted aeronautical exercises. This also occurred 

in late May. This latter incident greatly affected air traffic within the Nicosia FIR, 

especially flights from/to Larnaca and Pafos airports, as well as flights from Egypt 

to Turkey and vice versa. 

 Finally, in May, Turkey and its subordinate local administration, once again, 

issued an illegal NOTAM, following a NOTAM by the competent authorities of 

Cyprus regarding a request by the United Nations Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus 

(UNFICYP) to conduct demining. This latest action is indicative of Turkey’s 

provocative attitude, demonstrating its unwillingness to cooperate even with the 

United Nations in order to promote its own narrow political agenda.  
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 Turkey’s actions are clearly aimed at undermining the Republic of Cyprus, 

emphasizing the continuing de facto division and upgrading the secessionist entity’s 

status, by claiming a purported airspace over the occupied territory of the island. 

Additionally, Turkey continues to systematically harass civilian and military aircraft 

within the Nicosia FIR via radio calls. Meanwhile, Nicosia FIR infringements and 

violations of the national airspace of the Republic of Cyprus continue unabated. 

Turkey’s policy of persistently breaching internationa l law and defying international 

rules and regulations puts the safety of international civil aviation at risk, impacts 

negatively on the stability of the region and causes difficulties for air traffic in 

Cyprus. On behalf of my Government, I strongly protest the continuing 

infringements of international air traffic regulations and the violations of the 

national airspace of the Republic of Cyprus by Turkey and appeal for their 

immediate cessation. 

 I should be grateful if you would circulate the present letter and its annexes as 

a document of the General Assembly, under agenda item 42, and of the Security 

Council. 

 

 

(Signed) Nicholas Emiliou 
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  Annex I to the letter dated 18 June 2014 from the Permanent 

Representative of Cyprus to the United Nations addressed to the 

Secretary-General 
 

 

  Airborne violations 
 

Date Time Nature of violation 

   2 May 0907-1408 One Cougar Turkish military helicopter infringed 

international air traffic regulations and violated the national 

airspace of the Republic of Cyprus by entering the Nicosia 

flight information region (FIR) and the national airspace of 

the Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit or 

contacting the Nicosia area control centre (ACC).  

5 May 1405-1515 One Cougar Turkish military helicopter infringed 

international air traffic regulations and violated the national 

airspace of the Republic of Cyprus by entering the Nicosia 

FIR and the national airspace of the Republic of Cyprus 

without diplomatic permit or contacting the Nicosia ACC. 

7 May 1054-1111 One B-200 Turkish military aircraft infringed international 

air traffic regulations and violated the national airspace of 

the Republic of Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the 

national airspace of the Republic of Cyprus without 

diplomatic permit or contacting the Nicosia ACC, landing at 

the illegal Tympou airport. 

 1350-1607 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international 

air traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without 

diplomatic permit or contacting the Nicosia ACC. 

 1743-1759 One B-200 Turkish military aircraft infringed international 

air traffic regulations and violated the national airspace of 

the Republic of Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the 

national airspace of the Republic of Cyprus without 

diplomatic permit or contacting the Nicosia ACC, having 

departed from the illegal Tympou airport.  

9 May 0940-1000 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international 

air traffic regulations and violated the national airspace of 

the Republic of Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the 

national airspace of the Republic of Cyprus without 

diplomatic permit or contacting the Nicosia ACC, landing at 

the illegal Tympou airport. 

 1147-1203 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international 

air traffic regulations and violated the national airspace of 

the Republic of Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the 

national airspace of the Republic of Cyprus without 

diplomatic permit or contacting the Nicosia ACC, having 

departed from the illegal Tympou airport.  
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Date Time Nature of violation 

   13 May 1353-1620 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international 

air traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without 

diplomatic permit or contacting the Nicosia ACC. 

 1458-1608 Two Cougar Turkish military helicopters infringed 

international air traffic regulations and violated the national 

airspace of the Republic of Cyprus by entering the Nicosia 

FIR and the national airspace of the Republic of Cyprus 

without diplomatic permit or contacting the Nicosia ACC. 

17 May 1156-1210 One GLF-4 Turkish aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations and violated the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the 

national airspace of the Republic of Cyprus without 

diplomatic permit or contacting the Nicosia ACC, landing at  

the illegal Tympou airport. 

 2205-2215 One GLF-4 Turkish aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations and violated the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the 

national airspace of the Republic of Cyprus without 

diplomatic permit or contacting the Nicosia ACC, having 

departed from the illegal Tympou airport.  

20 May 1020-1202 One Cougar Turkish military helicopter infringed 

international air traffic regulations and violated the national 

airspace of the Republic of Cyprus by entering the Nicosia 

FIR and the national airspace of the Republic of Cyprus 

without diplomatic permit or contacting the Nicosia ACC. 

 1443-1535 One Cougar Turkish military helicopter infringed 

international air traffic regulations and violated the national 

airspace of the Republic of Cyprus by entering the Nicosia 

FIR and the national airspace of the Republic of Cyprus 

without diplomatic permit or contacting the Nicosia ACC. 

22 May 0900-0936 One C-130 Turkish military aircraft infringed international 

air traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without 

diplomatic permit or contacting the Nicosia ACC. 

 0909-0945 One C-130 Turkish military aircraft infringed international 

air traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without 

diplomatic permit or contacting the Nicosia ACC. 

 0922-1011 One Cougar Turkish military helicopter infringed 

international air traffic regulations and violated the national 

airspace of the Republic of Cyprus by entering the Nicosia 

FIR and the national airspace of the Republic of Cyprus 

without diplomatic permit or contacting the Nicosia ACC. 
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    1047-1128 Five F-4 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations and violated the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the 

national airspace of the Republic of Cyprus without 

diplomatic permit or contacting the Nicosia ACC. 

 1047-1202 One KC-135 Turkish military aircraft infringed international 

air traffic regulations and violated the national airspace of 

the Republic of Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the 

national airspace of the Republic of Cyprus without 

diplomatic permit or contacting the Nicosia ACC. 

 1049-1112 One C-160 Turkish military aircraft infringed international 

air traffic regulations and violated the national airspace of 

the Republic of Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the 

national airspace of the Republic of Cyprus without 

diplomatic permit or contacting the Nicosia ACC, landing at 

the illegal Tympou airport. 

 1113-1149 One C-130 Turkish military aircraft infringed international 

air traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without 

diplomatic permit or contacting the Nicosia ACC. 

 1517-1605 One Turkish military helicopter infringed international air 

traffic regulations and violated the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the 

national airspace of the Republic of Cyprus without 

diplomatic permit or contacting the Nicosia ACC. 

 1628-1709 One C-130 Turkish military aircraft infringed international 

air traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without 

diplomatic permit or contacting the Nicosia ACC. 

 1649-1706 One C-160 Turkish military aircraft infringed international 

air traffic regulations and violated the national airspace of 

the Republic of Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the 

national airspace of the Republic of Cyprus without 

diplomatic permit or contacting the Nicosia ACC, having 

departed from the illegal Tympou airport.  

 1726-1807 One C-130 Turkish military aircraft infringed international 

air traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without 

diplomatic permit or contacting the Nicosia ACC. 

 1739-1817 One C-130 Turkish military aircraft infringed international 

air traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without 

diplomatic permit or contacting the Nicosia ACC. 
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   23 May 0930-1030 One Cougar Turkish military helicopter infringed 

international air traffic regulations and violated the national 

airspace of the Republic of Cyprus by entering the Nicosia 

FIR and the national airspace of the Republic of Cyprus 

without diplomatic permit or contacting the Nicosia ACC. 

 1409-1620 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international 

air traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without 

diplomatic permit or contacting the Nicosia ACC. 

 1854-1913 One Do-328 aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations and violated the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the 

national airspace of the Republic of Cyprus without 

diplomatic permit or contacting the Nicosia ACC, landing at 

the illegal Tympou airport. 

25 May 0912-0927 One Do-328 aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations and violated the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the 

national airspace of the Republic of Cyprus without 

diplomatic permit or contacting the Nicosia ACC, having 

departed from the illegal Tympou airport.  

27 May 1358-1607 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international 

air traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without 

diplomatic permit or contacting the Nicosia ACC. 

28 May 0635-0952 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international 

air traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without 

diplomatic permit or contacting the Nicosia ACC. 

 1003-1421 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international 

air traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without 

diplomatic permit or contacting the Nicosia ACC. 

 1447-1825 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international 

air traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without 

diplomatic permit or contacting the Nicosia ACC. 

29 May 0620-0955 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international 

air traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without 

diplomatic permit or contacting the Nicosia ACC. 

 1000-1426 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international 

air traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without 

diplomatic permit or contacting the Nicosia ACC. 

 1405-1804 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international 

air traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without 

diplomatic permit or contacting the Nicosia ACC. 
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   30 May 0206-0553 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international 

air traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without 

diplomatic permit or contacting the Nicosia ACC. 

 0606-1010 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international 

air traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without 

diplomatic permit or contacting the Nicosia ACC. 

 0908-1145 Two Turkish military helicopters infringed international air 

traffic regulations and violated the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the 

national airspace of the Republic of Cyprus without 

diplomatic permit or contacting the Nicosia ACC. 

 1010-1255 One Turkish military helicopter infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without 

diplomatic permit or contacting the Nicosia ACC. 

 1020-1245 One Turkish military helicopter infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without 

diplomatic permit or contacting the Nicosia ACC. 

 1023-1435 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international 

air traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without 

diplomatic permit or contacting the Nicosia ACC. 

 1354-1510 One Turkish military helicopter infringed international air 

traffic regulations and violated the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the 

national airspace of the Republic of Cyprus without 

diplomatic permit or contacting the Nicosia ACC. 

 1415-1756 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international 

air traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without 

diplomatic permit or contacting the Nicosia ACC. 
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  Annex II to the letter dated 18 June 2014 from the Permanent 

Representative of Cyprus to the United Nations addressed to the 

Secretary-General 
 

 

  Naval violations 
 

Dates Nature of violation 

  4-5 May One A-1600 Turkish military transport ferry violated the territorial waters of 

the Republic of Cyprus and illegally used the closed port of Ammochostos.  

7 May One A-1600 Turkish military transport ferry violated the territorial waters of 

the Republic of Cyprus and illegally used the closed port of Ammochostos.  

7-8 May One P-333 Turkish missile boat violated the territorial waters of the Republic 

of Cyprus and illegally used the closed port of Ammochostos, while 

participating in naval exercises of the occupation forces. 

8-9 May One F-493 Turkish frigate violated the territorial waters of the Republic of 

Cyprus and illegally used the closed port of Ammochostos, while 

participating in naval exercises of the occupation forces.  

19-24 May One S-354 Turkish submarine violated the territorial waters of the Republic 

of Cyprus and illegally used the closed port of Kerynia, while participating 

in naval exercises of the occupation forces.  

26 May-June One Turkish research/survey vessel violated the territorial waters of the 

Republic of Cyprus and illegally used the closed port of Ammochostos.  

 


