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Upon instruct.ions from the Executive Committee of the pal-estine Liberation
Organization, which has the pover and responsibilit.ies of the provisional
Government of the State of palestine, lre bring the folloering to your attention:

The General Assembly addressed the situat.ion on 6 october 19g9 a''d adopted
resolution 44/2 of 6 October 19B9, almost unanirnously. In the resol.ution, the
Assenbly, f.:ote f el]g. demanded that Israel, the occupying Fower, abide scrupulously
by the Fourth Geneva Convention, and requesced the Security Councif to examine with
urgency the sit.uation in the occupied palestinian territory with a viear to
considering neasures needed to prowide international protection to the palestinian
civilians in the Palestinian territory occupied by Israel since 1967, inc.tudinq
Jerusa-Iem.

It wif l- be recafled that the Generaf Assenbly decided to convene in an
immediate meeting to er.press it.s "profound shock at the continued measures byIsrael, the occupying Powei, including the kil.Iing and woundi-ng of patestinian
civilians and the recent action of ransacking the houses of defenceless civilians
in the Palestinian town of Beit Sahour,',
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Israel has sealed off Beit Sahour and declared it a "ctosed Military zone".
It has imposed a curfew and stopped food and medication from coming into the town.
It has barred all visitors. Members of Lhe Israefl occupying troops and "tax
collectors" broke into shops and residences, took furriture and other belongings,
and durped goods and family supply foods in the streets. The telephone lines with
the town have been cut since 20 September 1989.

on wednesday, 25 October 1989, a numbe! of nembels of the Knesset, motivated
by Lhe concer"n over Lhe violaLion of the human righls of Lhe PalesL.inian people
under Israeli occupation, attempted to visit the town. They were barred. They
followed a rugged hillside path and entered the town, where Lhey net r,lith the
besieged people, They learned that 200 residences were raided, and that the
belongings of the owners were confiscated; they estinated trhat. the value of the
confiscated property vas f.ive nillion United States dollars, equivalent to 15 tines
the assessed taxes. A number of Beit Sahour residents were detained ar:bittarily.
Twenty ''observation posts" for Israeli troops wele estabfished on the roofs of
houses, and a concentration camp was establ-ished in the centre of the town,

The members of the Knesset promised to "convey to the world the brutality of
t.he occupying forces againsL the peop1e".

On Friday, 27 Octaber 1989, their BeaLitude the Latin, Creek Orthodox,
Arnenian Orthodox Patrialc]rs of Jerusalem together s/ith His Eminence the Archbishop
of the Melkite Chulch and Custodian of the Holy Land, tried in vain to enter the
Lovrn to bring iood and medication and to provjde spir.iLual guidance and help. Thcy
were barred and prevented from officiating religious services.

In t}.e mean time and in violat.ion of its 1egal obligations under the Fourth
Geneva Convention, the occupying Power persists in brutalizing the unarmed and
peaceful civi.lians in Lhe occupied Palest.jnian Lerritory.

The Executive Comrnittee of the Palestine Liberation Organization, in er<ercise
of its responsibitities of the Provisional Governrnent of the State of Palestine.
wishes to cafl upon the Security Council to take immediately adequate measufes to
provide international protection to the Fafestinian civil.ians in the occupied
Palestinian territory occupied by Israe.l since 1962, iocluding Jerusalern, and to
ensure respect for the provisions of the Fourth Geneva Convention.
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fetter circufated as an official docuaent of the GeDeral Assenbfy, ulder agenda
itens 37, 39 and 78. and of the Securitv Council.

I Ci nna,i \ ?,,la/l i 'fFPZT
Pe rnilr.cnt Obscrver of Palestine

to the United Nations


