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Composition of the existing grouDs of Menber States for the
Apportionment of the costs of peace-keeDing oPerations

financed throuah assessed coutributions

1. Ia section III, paragraph 4, of its resoLutioa 43/230 of 21 December 1988, the
General Assembfy requested the Secretary-General to Provide at its forty-fourth
session relevant inforrnation i.n order to enable it to identify any Possible
anomalies in the composition of the existing grouPs of Member States on the basis
of the criteria set out in assernbly resofution 3101 ()CffIII) of 11 December 1973

and taking into account the vie.ws expressed at its forty-secoDd and forty-third
sessions. The present rePort is subnitted in response to that request'

2. It will be recalled that the above-meationed request grew out of the
discussions held in the Fifth Conmittee (A/C.5/43/SR.50) and the Generaf Assernbfy
(A/43/PV.84:| oa the appropriateness of the current grouPirxgs. Three Member states
involved in these discussions subsequently drew Che Secretary-General ' s renewed

attention to their colrcern in this regard, The resPective notes verbales of the
CentraL African Republic, Myanmar and Poland are contained in annex I'

3. Under General Assenbly resolution 3101 (lOfi/III), which dealt with the
financing of the unitett Natiors Ernergency Force (UNEF), the nembership of the
united Nations was divided into four groups, namely, (a) the states Pernanent
members of the Security Councili (b) sPecifically lamed economically develoPed
Menber States that are not permanent members of the security Councilt
(c) econonically Less deveLopeal Menber States; and (d) economically less developeal
Metnber states that were specifically named. The 1973 conposition of the four
groups is shown in aDnex 1I.
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4. Resolution 3101 ()o(\trrr) a130 specif,ied the amoults of the initiat IJNEF
aPpropriation to be distributed among each of the four groups, The four amountsspecified in ttre resolutioa nere established by a nethodology intelded to produce
the following resultss the Member States i! group (d) would pay IO per cent of the
assessment rates established for tbe regutar budget, those in group (c) would pay
20 per cent, those in group (b) would pay l0O per cert and those in group (a) woulttpay I00 per ceut plus the amoutts lot otherwise apportioned. WiEhin each group,
the apportioned amount was to be distributeat among the respective group menbers onthe basis of the rerative weight of each group nenber.s regular rat. oi assessrnentin relation to the totar rate for the group. Tbis scheme ior ttre apportionmenc ofthe costs of peace-keePing operatiors firarlced through assessed coniributions hasnot been changed sirce thaE tine. Columns (3) anct (4) of the table in alnex II
show the perceDtage shares resulting from the application of this scheme in 1923both relative to group totar.s and the grand totar for all Menber statest cor.umn 2
shows the l-973 assessment rates for the regutar budget for purposes of comparison.

5. The conposition of groups changed betweetr 1975 anar 19g4 as a resurt of theGeneral Assenbly,s decision ( coDtaited in section fII, paragraph 2 (b) and (c), ofits resolution 33?a (:OCX) B of 28 November 1975) to move portugal fron group (b) togroup (c) and the admission of 24 new Member states. lfith the eacept.iou of BruneiDarussalam and viet Nan, which $ere added to group (c), the General Assenblydecided to aald all other lew Menber States to group (at). 1,/

6. The percentage shares of Menber seatea charged betweea 19?3 antt L989 as aresult of the addition of new M€mber States \.ithin groups and changes of theregular rate of assessment for individuar Member states trithi! their respectivegroups. The changes in the regular rate of asaessnent rrere due primarily tochanges in national incomes aDd rnodlfications of the nethodolog.y used for thecalculation of the acale of assessnents that have bee! ilrtroducid io tne ongoingeffort to achieve the be6t possibre approxinatiou of the capacity to pay of Memberstates. These nodifications incrude the reduction of th€ 
".iri"g 

and-froor ratesfrorn 31.52 per cent to 25.00 per cent ard from 0.04 per cent to 5.OL p", 
".ot,respectiveli, the iacrease of the per capita iacone timit of the Lo', ier capita

income allowance formula from g1,OOO to $Z,ZOO and of the reLated po""ibt. naximumaleduction fron nationar incorne fron so to g5 per cent, the increas; of thestatistical base period from three to ten years, and the adttition of new provisions.
'1 . The nel' provisions encompass the elimitrat.ioa of rate increases for feast
developed countries, debt retief and the scheme to avoid excessive variations ofindividual rates of assessmeDt. betweeD successive scales.

8, Columns (5) ancl (7) anil (B) of th€ table iD annex II indicate the 1989coflrposition of the four groups and the corresponding percentage shares.

9. Annex fII contains a list of the least developed. among the developingcountries that are members of the ulited Nations, compariso! of anne:es rr antt rrr
shows that iu 1973 alL teast devetoped countries rrere incLuded in group (d). ACthat time, group (d) arso inc.r.uded two Member slates (Democratic yemen aud senegar)chat were not feast develoPed countries. Democratic yemen has since been iucluded.
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ia the llst of Least developed coutrtries. Seven Menber States inctuded in
group (c) Zl }f,ave also b€eu included fu th6 list of least developed countries since
1973.

10. As a result of, the exparsion of th6 list of 16ast dev€loped coutrtries and the
allocatiotr of new Member States since 1973, referretl to in paragraph 5 above,
group (c) uow consists of 85 Menber States, incluiling sever least deveLoped
countries aad group (d) of 47 Menb€r StaEes, iucluding 33 leasts d€veloped countries.

Notes

L/ General A.ssenbly resoLutions 3101 (rKIIII), of 11 December 1973,
3374 ()AO() B, sectiou IV, of ?8 Novenber 19?5, 31/5 D, section V, of
22 December 4976, 32/4 C, sectiou v of 2 Decenbet L977, 33/13 D, sectioa v, of
8 Decenber L978, 34/7 C, section V, of 3 December L979, 35/45 A, section V, of

, 1 December L980, 36/66 A, seetioa v, of 30 Nov€nber 1981, 37138 A, Section v of
I SO November 1982 and 39/28 

^, 
aectioD v, of 30 Novenber 1984.

2/ CeDtraI Africal Republic, Equatorial Gui.nea, the canbia, Mauritania,
Myanmar, Sierra Leoae, Togo.



A/44/ 605/ Add.2
English
Page 4

ANNEX I

Notes verbales addressed to the Secretarv-General on the conpositiou
of qroups of Menber States for the aDDortiomenE of the costs of

Deade-keepinq operations financed through assessed contributions

CENTRAI AFRICAN REPUBLIC

IOriginal: Frenchl

[7 March t9B9]

1. The Pernanent Mission of tlte cenEral African Repubtic to the United Nations
presents its complirnents to the Secretary-Gereral of the United Nations and has the
honour to draw his attentiou to the following facts.

2, rt is noted that, for the apportiotmeat of contributions to united Nations
Peace-keeping forces, aud certain peace-keepilg mi.ssions, the celtraL African
Republic was placed iu group (c).

3. This classification vras established by the General AssenbLy by the adoption ofresofution 3L01 ()affrrr) of 11 Decetnber 1973 on the finaacing oi the unitea Nations
Ernergency Force (UNEF),

4. rt shouLd be recar.led here that the criteria - if any - which at that tirne redto the placenent of the Central African Republic in group (c), are no longer the
same today, olring to the fact that for severar years that country has been inctudedin the official list of least developed countries, Furthermore, its econonic
situation has deteriorated to such a point that, at every session since thethirty-fifth, the General Assenbly has adopted a resorution on special assistanceto bhe Central African Republic.

5. rn tbe light of the above, the central African Repubric should quarify forinclusi.on in group (d), r.'hi ch comprises the economicatly least <levelJped
contributor States.

6. The Permanent Mission would be gratefuL for any attentioa which the
secretary-Gene rar could give to this situation ill the context of the relevant
irxformation which he has been requested to provide at the forty-fourth session. in
accordance with section fII, paragraph 4, of resolutioD 43/2gO of 21 December 19gg.
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MYANMA,R

loriginal: EnqlishI

[6 October 1989]

1. The Pernanent Mission of the Union of Myanmar to the United Nations presents
its cornplinents to the Secretariat of the Unitetl Nations and has the honour to
state that, on matters concerning the scale of assessneats for the apportiontnent of
ttre expenses of the United Nationa Peace-keeping Forces, the UEion of Myanmar has
been placed under group (c). Although Myanmar has been placed under group (c),
most other economically less deveLoped Menber States, especialty the least
developed courtries, are all listed in group (tt). The Union of MyaDmar was
included in the list of least developed countries pursuant to tlecision 421428
adopted at the forty-second session of the Assembly on 11 Decenber 1987 and,
consequently, should be included io group (d) instead of group (c), under which it.
is presently Ii stetl,

2. It would be highly appreciated if the Corunittee on Contribut.ions could be
informed of, the aforementioned request so thaE the matter can be placed before the
Fifth Corunittee of the forty-fourth session of the Geaeral Assembty for its
consideraCion.

POLAND

[0riginal: English]

[]. August 1989l

The Pernanent Representsative of the Pol.ish People's Republic to the United
Nations presents his conpliments to the Secr€tary-General of the United Natious
and, in connection with section III, paragraph 4, of ceneral Assernbly resol.ution
43/230 of 21 Decenber 1988, in which the Secretary-Geueral is requested "to provitle
the General Assembly aE its forty-f,ourth session with reLevant information in order
to enable it to itlentify any possible anomafies in the composition of the existing
groups of Member States on the basis of the criteria set out in Assembly resolution
3l-01 (:C<VIII) of 11 Decenber 1973 and taking into account the views expressetl at
its forty-second and forty-third sessions", would like to draw his att.ention to the
following facCs relating to Potand's placement in the scheme of sharing Ehe costs
of United Nations peace-keeping operationss

1. It will be recalled that the rrording of paragraph 4 has been extensively
discussed and was ultirnately adopted by consensus in the Working Group of tbe Fifth
Conmittee at the forty-third sessiou of the Assenbly. The proceedings of the
Workiag Group - chaired by Ms. Ineli Mustinen of Finland - have demonstrated
widespread support of delegations belonging to al1 regional. groups for PoLand's
position that its incLusion in group (b) in the scheme of financing of the
peace-keeping operations corstituted an anonaly in the conposition of the existing
groups that should be eliminated and that, consequentl.y, Polantl should be moved to
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group (c) trithout any further delay. The precedett of regrouping from group (b) togrouP (c), established in 1975 in reapect of ole Mernber state. should be noted at
this j uncture.

2. PolaDd uas iactuded in group (b) in 1973 by the ceneraL Assenbty in its
resolution 3101 ()Ofi/III). Since that tine, a lumber of lrell_kDow! developments
have taken place affecting directly and negatively my coultry's econonic and
fiuancial situation and especially its capacity to pay in couverEible curreacies.
Over the last 15 years, the national incone and per capita national incorne of
Poland have tlropped sharply. At the sane tine, it has becone ole of the worl.d,s
mosE heavily intlebteal countries, erperiencing very serious debt-servicing probterns.

3. The negative chauges in poland's econornic ald fiaanciar situation and its
capacity to acquire convertibLe currencies have fould reflectioa in the scale of
assessments for the regular budget of the uaiteal NatioDs. uDder Ehe 1971-19?3
scale, Poland's assessmetrt was 1.41 per cent, rrhite the curreDt scale for the years
1989-L990 reduced it to 0.56 per cert.

4. rt wilr be noted further that if porand's assessmeat for the regular budget.
were to reflect fairry and accuratery the alrop in its capacity to pay - which has
been recoguized by the General Assernb],y on maty occasioas as a fuDdameataL
criterion of the scare - the decreas€ of ny couatry's assessmetrt shourd have been
substantiarly bigger. unfortunately, po]and's assessment bas been negatively
affected by the aPplicatioD of the scheme of limits to avoid ercessive variations
betr,reen two successive scales. Thus, our contribution to the regular budget as setin the scate of, assessnents has been over matry years substantially higher thanindicated in the machine scale aaat nor€over - in the case of the curre[t scare -the relief allotted to poland on the acc.unt of heavy external indebtedness has
been "eaten up" by the appticatiolr of the curre[t debt relief fornula. g/

5. The recognition, however limited, in the scale of assessnencs of the drastic
decrease in PolaDd's capacity to pay has failear to fird corresponding reflection inthe conpositio! of groups estabLisheal for the purpose of finan-ing the
peace-keeping operatious,

6, Thus, PoLand continues to be included in group (b) (carrett ',econornicalry
developed Member States.', nade \p of 22 countries) anal not in group (c) (designated
as "economically less developed Member States.., qomposed of gg countries), despite
the fact that its 1986 (the last year used iu data base for the computation of thecurrent scare) per capita nacionar income of r,929 dorrars is lower, in striking
ProPortioD, than the per capiEa natioual incorne of some other European countries
already iucluded in group (c). The per capita income of polaud is arso row6r thanthe per capita inqome of Do Lesa than four members of our orr! regional. group
assigned to group (c).

A/ See Official Records of the General Assenblv. Fortv_third Session,
Supplernent No. 11" (A/43/fi,,, annex I, p. ZZ.
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7. The above conclusions are based ou official Unitedl Nations statistics,

8. Paragraph 4 nakes reference t'o the criteria set out in resolution
310f (lcntIII) of L1 December 1973. One of those criteria, confirmed by the General.
Assembly on many occaaions, states that "the ecouomically more developed countries
are in a position to make rel.atively larger coltributions and that the economicalLy
less tleveloped countries hav6 a relatively linited capacity to coutribute towards
peace-keeping operations involving heavy expe[ditures".

9. Poland confronts the sane problems and challerges of the developiug world:
treavy external indebtedness ($39 biflion owed to the Western creditors, not
including the tlebt owed to the Soviet Union), serious problems of debt servicing,
Iimited capacity to acquire convertible currencies, beavy reliance on one or a few
cornrnodities as the main source of foreign exchange. Poland is in need of external
credits and financing to allow restructuring and nodernization of its industry anal
agriculture and baally aeeals to differentiate and increase its export capacities.

10. The facts highlighted in the precediag paragraphs substaltiaEe fully the
argument that at present Polaad truly has a relatively linited capacity to
contribute towards peace-ke€ping operations involving heavy expenditures and, for
the purpose of the financing of Unitett Natiols peace-keeping operations, should be
included iu group (c), forrned of ecouonically less developed Membe r States.

11. In the process of ialentificatio! of anonalies itr the composition of the
existing groups - as stipulated in paragraph 4 of the resolution - the views
expressed at. the forty-second anal forty-third sessious of the General AssetnbLy
stroufd be taken into account. PoLand uas a country that, during the last two
sessions, in the Fifth Conmittee and in the ptenary of the General Assembly, many
tines (inter alia, on 17 August 1989, 11 atrtt 26 November L9A9, 9, 12, 18, 21 and
22 December 1988) <lrerr attention to our auomalous placenent in group (b) and called
for corrective action to be taken through aa orderly procedure, We are not asking
for an overall review or revisio! of the existing criteria and methodol.ogy of
setting up special scafes for peace-keeping operatious, as stipulated in resoLution
3101 (xKvIII). Wltat we are aft€r is an ad hoc practical adjustment and eLimination
of clear anomalies iD the compositloa ot groups, of whicb Potand is an example.

1.2. Poland has consistently been a stroug supporter of Uniteal Nations
peace-keeping operations. It pareicipated in the Ulited Nations Emergency Force
(UNEP II) and is curreatly a t.roop coutributor go the United Nations Disengagement
Observer Force (UNDOF), the Uniteal Nations Iran-Iraq Military Observer croup
(UNIIMOG), the Urited Nations Gooat Offices Mission in Afghanistan and Pakistan
(UNGOMAP) anal the United Nations TraDsition Assistance croup (ITNTAG).

13. PoLand intends to continue giviug its practical supporE to this very important
and expanding function of the United Nations. At the same tine, it invokes its
right to be assessed fairly ia its contribution to the costs of peace-keeping
operations, on the basis of its present capacity to pay and other existing criteria
established by the General Assenbly.
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14. Porand trusts that the inforrnatioa submitted by the secretary-General in
accordance with resolution 43/230 wiLl enable the ceaeral Asseribly co rectify thesituation by eliminating the existing anomaty with regard to pola;d's pLacement in
the scheme of finatcing of peace-keepiDg operations.
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ANNEX III

Least developed among the devetoPipg countries

Year of adnission
to the

United Nations

Inclusion in the list of
least developed countries

Menber State

Afghanistan
Benin
Bhutan
Botswana
Burundi
Chad
Ethiopia
Guinea
!lAIEA
Lao People's Democratic

Republ.ic
Lesotho
Malawi
Maltlives
MaIi
Nepal
Nige r
Rwanda
Samoa
Sonalia
Sudan
Uganda
Uriteal Republic of TaDzaaia
Burkina Faso
Yemen
Bangladesh
Central African Republic
Denocratic Yenen
Gainbia
Cape Verde
Comoros
Guinea Bissau
Dj ibouti
Equatorial Guinea
Sao Tome and Principe
sierra Leone
Togo
Vanuatu
Mauritania
Myanmar
Mozambigue

1946
1960
r97l
1966
L962
1960
1945
.I OER

194 5

1955
1966
19 64
r965
19 60
1955
1960
L962
197 6
1960
1956
1962
r961
1960
L947
197 4
1960
L967
1965
197 5
197 5
197 4
L977
1968
1975
19 61
1960
19 81
19 61
1948
197 5

for Development Planning.

Year

19 71
1971
1971
L97 L
19 71
1971
t97r
L97 L
1971

19 71
I971
19 71
19 71
1971
1971
1971
l-971
L97 L
197 t
19 71
t-971
19 71
1971
19 71
197 5
197 5
L97 5
1975
L977
L97 7
19 81
198 2

1982
L982
1982
L9 82
1985
1986
1987
1988

Source a/

E/ 4990
E/4990
E/ 4990
E/4990
E/4990
E/4990
E/4990
E/4990
E/4990

E/4990
E/ 4990
E/ 4990
E/ 4990
E/ 4990
E/ 4990
E/4990
E/4990
E/4990
E/4990
E/ 4990
E/ 4990
E/ 4990
E/4990
E/4990
E/567L
E/ 567 L
E/ 567 !
!;/5D'I
E/5939
E/5939
E/L98L/2'T
E/t982/t5
E/tgAZ/L5
E/1992/ 15
E/!982/ 15
E/L982/L5
E/L985/29
E/1986/26
E/L987 /23
E/L988/L6
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