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Letter dated 18 October 19g9 fron the permanent RepresenEative
of the federal Republic of Gernany to the United Nations

addressed to the Secretarv-General

I have the honour Co submit herewith the text of a letter dated
22 september 1989 fron the Mirxister for Foreign Affairs of the Federar RepubLic of,
Gernany, Hans-Dietrich Genscher, addressed to the Chairma4 of the Conrnission on
Hunan Rights, Professor Marc Bossuyt, concerning events reLated to the Sociedad
Berefactora y Educacionat Dignialad in Chile (see annex).

I should be grateful if you woul,d kindly have this letter aDd its annex
circulated as a document of the General Assenbfy, under agenda iten 12, aad brought
!o the attention of the Corunission on Human Riohts.

( Sianetl) Hans Otto BR.A.UTIGAM

89-25867 L2721't (8,
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ANNEX

Letter dateal 22 SeDternber 1989 from the Minister for Foreiqn
Affairs of the Federal ReDublic of Gernanv to the Chairnan

of the Conmission on Human Rights

I was both shocked and disftayed to tearn of the decision of the Chilean
Supreme Court nore or Less avoiding prosecution of the serious crimes attributed to
menbers of the Sociedad Benefactora y Educacional Dignidad, conunonLy referred to as

"Cotonia Dignidad".

colonia Dignidad is a colony of mostly German nationals in southern chile.
Former nenbers vrho have fled the colony have accused its leaders of seriously
maltreat.ing and torturing insuboralinate nembers. There have been other aflegations
of, misuse of psychopharrnacological substances, unlawful detention, and sexual
crimes against minors. These changes have been and still are ttre subject of
criminal. investigation proceedings in the Federal Republic of Gerrnany, They have
also been known to the chilean authorities for years. one Particularfy serious
example is the case of a young man with dual natioDality who. in 1988, nade a
second attenpt to escaPe and was brought back by force. In sPite of urgent
requests from the Government of the Federal RePublic of Gernany, this man is not
allowed to be questioned outside the colony.

In rny opinion, the abundance of evidence offered to the chilean authorities is
sufficient bo open criminal Proceedings. To my great surprise the Chilean
auChorities have not availed thenselves of much of this evidence and have declined
to take depositions from imPortant witnesses.

In previous years, too, the ChiLean authorities and the Chilean Government
have renained inactive, in sPite of urgent requests from the Government of the
Fealeral Republic of Ge rmany.

This decision by the Chilean Court nourishes the suspicion that the happenings
in Colonia Digniilad are being covered up by the Chitean I'eadershiP and the Persons
responsible are being protected. Until such time as the ChiLean Govelnment has
fu11y investigated the serious charges against the leaaling members of Colonia
Dignidad and has done everything in its Power to Prevent violations of human rights
and to protect the nembers of that orqianization fron inhumane treatment, the
position of the Government of the Federal RePublic of Gernany will be that the
Chifean Goveinment bears a najor part of the responsibility for the rePorted. cases
of torture, maftreatrnent anal the supPression of personal Iiberty,

I refer in this connection to the reports of the Ad Hoc working GrouP of the
coftnission on Human Rights aPpointed to inquire inlo the situation of hunan rights
in Chite (documents E/CN.4/1188 of 4 February L976, P.39i and A/3)./253' annex, of
8 October 1976, paras. 2O5, 206 and 371 and 372).



I shat l instruit the delegation of thethis serious case of human rights violat.ions
the Cornmission on Human Rights of the United

Federal. Republic
in Chile at the
Natiors.
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of Gernany to r aise
forty-sixth ses s ion of


