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B. Matters brought to the attention of the Council

Recommendations of the Permanent Forum
Comprehentive dialogue with United Nations agencies and funds

1. The Permanent Forum is concerned about the reduction in indigenous-specific
funding for programmes and projects by United Nations agencies, funds and
programmes, for example the depletion of resources of the voluntary fund of the
World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPQ) for accredited indigenous peoples
and local community observers. The Forum recommends that such United Nations
entities ensure substantial funding to support targeted programmes and projects for
indigenous peoples consistent with article 41 of the United Nations Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

2. The Permanent Forum welcomes the important, technical Voluntary Guidelines
on the Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests in the
Context of Food Security of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAQ) and recommends that FAO and other agencies, in cooperation with
indigenous peoples, organize a workshop on the implementation of these guidelines
in order to strengthen indigenous peoples’ rights to land, territories and resources
consistent with articles 25, 26, 41 and 42 of the Declaration.

3. Alarmed at attempts to exclude indigenous peoples of Africa in the application
of World Bank Operational Policy 4.1, the Permanent Forum recommends that the
World Bank immediately initiate consultations with indigenous peoples in Africa as
part of its safeguards policy review as directed by articles 19 and 41 of the
Declaration.
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4.  The Permanent Forum takes note of the concerns expressed by the African
Indigenous Peoples Caucus on the announcement by the World Bank in February
2014 of its intention to map Africa’s mineral resources by using satellites and
airborne mineral surveys. The Forum calls upon the World Bank, African
Governments, investor Governments and the private sector to disclose information
about the “billion-dollar map” project, prior to any intervention and in a transparent
manner, and requests that commitments to international norms and standards in
relation to the rights of indigenous peoples be recognized and respected. The Forum
also recommends that the World Bank involve indigenous peoples’ representatives
in the mapping process and that indigenous peoples’ free, prior and informed
consent be respected, consistent with articles 19 and 41 of the Declaration.

5. The Permanent Forum welcomes the study to examine challenges in the
African region to protecting traditional knowledge, genetic resources and folklore
prepared by Paul Kanyinke Sena (E/C.19/2014/2), acknowledges the support
provided by the WIPO secretariat towards the completion of that study and, in this
regard, calls upon the WIPO secretariat to extend its outreach and awareness-raising
activities in respect of indigenous peoples, with a particular focus on African
indigenous peoples so as to increase their awareness of WIPO processes, and to
further develop culturally appropriate training and capacity-building materials for
indigenous peoples consistent with article 41 of the Declaration.

6. The Permanent Forum recommends that the International Finance Corporation
establish a mechanism of engagement with indigenous peoples in the context of its
sustainability framework, including Performance Standard 7, on indigenous peoples.

7. The Permanent Forum takes note of the international campaign to end sex
discrimination in nationality and citizenship laws to be launched in June 2014 under
the auspices of a steering committee consisting of Equality Now, Equal Rights
Trust, Tilburg University, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees and the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment
of Women (UN-Women). The Forum therefore calls upon those Member States
whose constitutional provisions and legislation require review, as a matter of
urgency, to support this global campaign, consistent with the Declaration and the
rights of indigenous women highlighted in articles 21 and 22.

8.  The Permanent Forum recommends that United Nations agencies convene a
high-level meeting with representatives of indigenous women to review the
commitments and actions for securing the human rights of indigenous women
highlighted in articles 21, 22 and 41 of the Declaration.

9.  The Permanent Forum underscores the need to strengthen collaboration with
UN-Women in order to finalize a road map, including concrete actions, and specific
outcomes within their next strategic plan as well as to include indigenous women’s
priorities in global, regional and national programmes, consistent with articles 21,
22 and 41 of the Declaration.

10. The Permanent Forum recommends that the International Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD) convene platforms of dialogue with countries, United Nations
agencies and private sector actors to find solutions to improve the economic
empowerment of indigenous peoples consistent with their cultural identity and
diversity, as well as sustainable and equitable development. The Forum also
recommends that specific indicators pertaining to the well-being of indigenous
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peoples be systematically adopted in IFAD-funded projects implemented in
accordance with article 41 of the Declaration.

11. The Permanent Forum recommends that United Nations agencies review their
policies, which presently allow them to assist only indigenous peoples in developing
countries, and to urgently revise such policies to ensure that all indigenous peoples,
in both developed and developing countries, have access to resources, technical
assistance and other support from all United Nations agencies and funds.
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