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Letter dated 25 October 1989 fron the Pernanent Representative
of El Salvador to the United Nations addressed to the

S e c r e t ary- Gene r af

I have tbe honour to forward the text of a cornnuniqu6 issued by the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of El SaLvador on 23 October concerning act,ion taken by the
Government of El Sal.vador in connection with the forthconing voluntary repatriation
of Sal.vadorian nationals in Honduras (see annex).

This cornrnuniqud reaffirms the political will of rny Government to help to deal
I with the flow of Cent.raL American refugees, dispLaced persons and return€es,

pursuanl to the agreeneats beEween the Presidents of the regioa.

I shouLd be very grateful if you would have this note and the annex hereto
circulated as an of,ficial docunent of the General Assenbly under agenda iten6 12,
34 and 110.

(Siqned) Ricardo G. CASTANEDA
Ambassador

Permanent Represautative

89-25993 1369d (E)
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Annex

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GOVERNMENT OE EL SALVADOR IN CONNECTION WITII THE
FORTIICOMING REPATRIATION OF SALVADORIAN NATIONALS IN HONDURAS

I! connectio! ttith the repatriation of, over 13,000 Salvadorian refugees Living
in the camps of Mesa Gratrde, Colomoncagua, San Antonio anal Buenos Aires in the
aeighbouring Republic of Honaluras, the GoverDmeut of E1 Salvador has reaffirmed
from the outset its willingness to facilitate the voluntary returll of the refugees
in an orderly, safe and dignified maBner without politiciziug the operation, nithin
the f,ranework of Salvadorian dornestic legislation, internationaL humanitarian la!r,
the Esquipulas II agreements and those reached at the presidetrtial sunnit neetings
in Costa del Sol and Tela and the first Intertational Conference on Central
Am€rican Refugees (CIREFCA), and in the spirit of all the commitments made by
El Salvador in this matter.

The Goverme[t of E] Safvador considers that the repatriation process should
be governed by unqualified respect for the principles of free choice, freely aud
inalividually expressed, by the refugees, security, and a graduaf approach, as
alictated by conditions and circunstances, and should take place on the basis of the
agreements reached at the series of meetings heLd by the fripartite Conmission on
the voluntary repatriatiotr of Salvadorian refugees in Honaluras, comprising the
Governments of Hond.uras and El, Salvad.or aEd representatives of the United Nations
Iligh Cornrnissioaer for Refugees, so that returnees can be reabsorbed into
Salvadorian society with the safeguards, duties and rights estabLished by the larls
of the Republic for each and every Salvadorian.

ID order to give due attention to the probtems of the returaee population,
both during their journey and during the phase of resettLenent and reabsorption
into society, the Goverment of the Republic, heaaled by
ALfredo Felix Cristiaai Burkartl, has taken the followinq actionl

- It has proceeded to establ"ish a NatioDal Cornnittee for Salvadorian
refugees in llouduras, represetting all the ministries and institutions
directly conceraed with the task of providing cornprehensive care for the
returnees, co-ordinated by the Ministry of the fnterior and the Office of
the Presidentt the ministries irvolved incLude Public Health and Social
Assistancet Agriculture and Livestock, public worksi F,oreign Affairst and
the Salvadorian lDstitute for Agrarian Reforrn. Likewise, there has been
esEabLished under this Conmittee, a Sub-Conmittee on registration and
documentation to work out the procedure for the personal identification,
both provisionally - for the purpose of entering tbe country _ and
permanently, of the returnee population, in order to facilitate their
entry, safety and freedon of novement within the country.

The su-b-sotrunittee is currently issuing documents in Mesa Grande and colomoncagua
and co-ordinating iCs work with the Governrnent of Honduras and xith UNSCR.
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In addition, as part of its inst.itutional work the Nationat Conmittee through
the salvadorian rDstitute for Agrarian Reform (rsrA) and after careful analysis,
identified two high-yield agricultural properties suitable for settlement of the
returnees and equipped with aff the necessary infrastructure services, which were
offered to the refugees for their resettlenent iD areas close to centres of
developnent, so that they could. quickly be reintegrated in the life of the
country. However, this offer was rejected by the refugees, who insisted on
returDing to places of their owu choice.

- The coverument of El Salvaator, desiring to obtain direct knowledge of the
situation of the refugees in l{onduras aud in response to invitations from the
various camps, seat two delegations, one technical and one high_levet, in August
anal october of this year respectivery, to the camps at corononcagua, Mesa Grande,
San Atrtonio and Buenos Aires. aheir object was to learn at first hand abou! the
needs and requirements of their sar.vadorian cornpatriots who had taken refuge in
Honduras and to obtain the infornation which needed to be taken into consideration
in the forthcoming repatriation operations. in particular, the leed for
co-ordination with the GovernmeDt of Honduras and uNEcR, and the need to m€et the
basic requirements of the returnees, such as health care, return routes, togistics,
food, docunentation, etc.

In oraler to ensure that the main acti,vities to be pursued by the Goverunent in
connection !.ith the forthconing repatriation operations are conducted
systemaCicaLly, the National Corunittee for returnees prepared a national plau ofaction indicating the broad lines and fuDalamental points on which the Contnittee has
been basing its work, aad delirniting the spheres of competence and defining the
activities to be undertaken by each of the rninistries and institutions involved iD
the general process of supervising the repatriation operations. The national plar
of act.ion tras adopted by the Council of Ministers on 26 September of this year,
thus giving an off,icial s tatnp of approvar to the work being arone by the Government
of El salvador to ensure comprehensive care of sarvadoria! refugeei in Honduras.

Accordingly, the various sectoraL plans are already being atevetopeal by thenational bodies involved in the plan for cornprehensive care oi the reiugees.

- In addition, in order both to move ahead with bhe internal work and toestablish the necessary international co-ordination, as wel1 aB to conply with therequireneDts of the bodies Lhich rnake this work pos6ible, the Trlpartiie Commissiorlmet for the ninth tine and estabri.hed the operationar. pran to be garried out f,orthe forthcomiDg repatriation operations, rt includes inter alia the provisionar
and permanent registration and docurnentat.ion proceduresi possible return roucesi
visits by official salvadorian nissions to the camps and. by canp representatives tothe resettrement points in El salvadori tnodalities of ass.rstance during and afterrepatriation, etc. Iu addition, in ord€r to obtain the greatest benefits from
co-operation, a follow-up survey tras rnaile in May of the projects submitted to thecountries co-operating in crREFcA and El sarvador reiterated its appeal to thosecountries for assistance at the high-lever. neeting held iD Geneva, svitzerr.and.
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In the specific ca6e of Mesa Graude the refugees have been issued documents in
the camp in order to facilitate their entry into the couatry, and the repat.riation
process is being co-ordinated with the GoverDment of Ilonduras and UNHCR, for this
purpose tbe Government has drawn up an energency ptan to cope with the situation in
an orderly aDd safe nanner, without pol-iticizing the operation.


