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1. ~tA'M'ERS THAT REOUIRE ACTION BY ~ O~ ARE BRQur.HT TO THE
ATl'ENTIOn OF. THE ECONOHIC MJD SOCIAL COUNCIL

A. Draft resolution"!

•. 'r.:e Co.asion on the Status of Wocen approved t!le followinl" draft resolutions'

I

International Women's Year !!
Tbe Economic and Social Council.

Rl!callin~ thElt General Assembly resolution 3010 (XXVII) of 18 Decel"'l:er 1972
;roclumed 1915 as International Women's Year and decided to devote this Year to
irtel1!i!ied action:

(!.) To proltOte equa1.ity between men and \lomen:

(~) To ensure the full integration of VOI:len in the total develonment effort,
~eia.lly by l!lllphasizing vomen's responsibility and important role in econOJ"lic,
social 5I:ld cultural develOJlment at the national, ree:ional and internation 1
1.!1tls. particularly durin,. the Second United Nations Develonrrent Decade

(£'1 To recognize the importance of vomen's increasing contribution to the
~Ydopment of friendly relations and co-o~ration among States and to the
s~ren~hening of \/Orld peace ~

1. Approves the prop.:ramn:e of measures and activities envisaged for ~.ember

~tf,tes. the United Nations, the speciali zed agencies, regional intergovernF'lent&1
Ol'fanitations. the national and international or!!anizations and non-I'!overnmental
.:r«anizations in consultative status concerned, which has been recommended by the
~=ission on the Status of Women and is set out in annex V to the Commission's
l'fj:Ort 011 its twenty-fifth session (E!S4S1)-

2. Invites "tember States, the specialized agencies, regional
illterlt;ovemmental organi zations ~ the national and international orp;ani zatf ons and
~-governmental organizations in consultative status concerned, to devote the
tu". 1975 to intensified efforts and undertakin,:z;s, includinp' the measures and
~tivities set out in the above-mentioned programme.

3. InVl tea the Secretary-General to make every necessary arrangement to
:teilitate the co~perat1.on of competent regional intergovernmental organizations
IQ Ob$erving 1975 as Intemationa1 Women's Year, as urovided in General '\ssembly
ttsolutioll 3010 (XXVII).

". ReQ..,sts the Secretary-Ceneral to co-ordinate ~ to. the ext-~nt possibll!, the
~J'es and activities undertaken by \fe!'1ber States, the Umted Nat1.ons, the
~ilt:ializ.ed agencies, regional orgllnizations and the national and internstionll1----

!! S~ paragraphs 47-49 belov.
-1-



organizations concerned
activities contemplated
'tear.

and in particular to collect and disseminate informati
. ' 'th th r t· on Onor undertaken ~n conneXlon w~ e n ernatlonal Wo~en'8

/APproved at the 627th ~etinll:
.31 Januarv 197.0

H

Bstablishrnent of a fUnd for voluntary contributions for
the International Women's 'te~r 2/-----

The Economic and Social Council

1. 'Jelcomes volWltary contributions from States Members or the "nited Satior.s
inter~overnreental and non-governmental organizations, private foundations and
interested individuals to supplement the resources available to i le-ment the
pro~r8l"'.me tor the International Women's Year

2. Calls UT>On the Secretary-General to accept such voluntary contributions.

IATmroved at the 628th l'leetinp'.
1 February 197LI

rH

International conference to be held durin~

the International Women's Year 1/

The Economic and Social Council.

Recalling that General Assembly resolution 3010 (XXVII) of 18 December 1912
proclaimed 1975 as International Women's Year in recognition of the beneficial
work done by the Commission on the Status of Women in the 25 years since its
establishment and the important contributions which women have made to the social,
political t economic and cultural life of their countries.

Emphasi zing that, in accordance vi th the Pro~ramme for the Decade for Action to
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination 4/ activities undertaken in connexion vith, - '
the International Women's Year should recognize the imoortance of wOT"'en's effectIve
contribution to the struggle against racism and racial discrimination,

Notin,lt that the General Assembly in its resolution 2626 (XXV) of 24 October 101",
whereby it adopted the International Develooment Stratep.v for the Second United
Nations Developmeont Decade t inclUded among the ~als and ob.1ecti ves of the Decade t,'.

encouragement of the full integration of women in the total development effort,

1. ReQuests_ the Secretary-General to organize in 1975, in consultation vith
States ~embers of the United Nations. specialized aFencies and interested .'
non-governmental. organizations, an international conference during the Internat1o~

E./ See paragraphs 50-53.

]V See paragraphs 54-62.

~ For the text of the Pro~ramme, see General
annex.

-2-
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;,loDen's Year,to examine to 'What extent ~he organizations of the United Nations
system have lmplemented the reco~endat1ons for the elimination of discrimination
a.o:ainst \/Orten made by the Commisslon on the Status of Women since its establishment.
to consider further prograrJlles to encourage the full integration of 'Women with •
special Attent~on to 'Women in. rur~ Areas in the total development effort ~ to
.ievelop an aetlon plan that wlll lncrease women's contribution to the achievement
of the goals of".thP Scco~d c:velopmen~ Decade, and to recognize the importance of
VO:len's increaslng contnbutlon to fnendly relations, co-operation and world peace'

2. Calls on the Secr~tary-Gen~r~~ provide sUbstantive preparation for
~e Conference by Q rearderlng of prlorltles from within availabl~ resources.

IAPproved at the 628th meetin~.
1 February 1974/

IV

I nlp~ntation of the Declaration 9" the RljminatioD of
Di.cri ination a~ainst ~o~en and related instrUEents 21

The Economi (' Md Sod al Co~.

Recallinp' it resolution 1677 (LlI) of 2 June 1972 establishing a new cycle
of reporting with respect to the implementation of the Declaration on the
Elimination of iscrimination against WOIteD and of certain other international
i~tnmeots relatin to women's rights,

Notin~ with ~ppreciation the analytical report (E/~I.6/571 and Add.l and 2)
;:repared by thE: Secrt:tary..General in accordance vi th resolution 1617 (LII),
Illd the findings and reconmendations of the Commission on the ::)l:atus of "onen
based OD its consideration of that report at its twenty-fifth session,

Considerin,ll that relatively fev replies were received in the first series
of reports SUbmitted under the nl;W cycle of consolidated reporting, and that
consequently a very incomplete picture of the de ,1ure and de facto implementation
of the Declaration and related instruments ",as available to the Canmission on the
Status of Women,

Recomhinp at the same time that many Governments face difficulties in
obtaining the necessary information for submission to the Secretary..General and
in meeting other requests tor information emanating frotl the Commission on thl
Status of Women and other United Nations bodies,

Believin~ however that adequate information 00 the i~lementation of the
~claration and related instruments is necessary and ioportant in enBbling the
Caacission on the Status of Women to evaluate the full impact of its \lork. and
ttat the exchange of information and experience of different countries throuoTh
tllt iDformation furnished is highly valuable,

21 See paragraphs 103 and 104.
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1. Exoresses i t~n~,:iation to the. 34 ~ver~Ments a~d 14 non-goverMental
or~anizations which have subm1tted reports 1n th1S f1rst ~er1es of reports under
the nev cycle of reoorting established bv resolution 1677 (LII);

2.
from June

Notes with satisfaction
1971 to June 1973:

the steps taken during the per; od under reviev
•

(a) To give pUblicity to the Declaration OD the Eli~ination of Discriminatio
~ainst \!omen and to create f'uller a....areness and understanding of its princinles D

tt:rough the press and other mass oedia, pUhlished material, variou: fOr:l$ of
discussion groups, schools and educational institutions and throurh t'le translation
of the Declaration into national and local languages;

(b) To encourage compliance in law and in practice .... i th the '}rovisions of
the Declaration through various measures, includinoll.: the establishnel'\t of national
comcissions, advisory councils and sic:ilar bodies.

3. ReRrets however that in many instances tull compliance with the
Declaration and related instruments has not yet been achieved, that vide
discrepancies continue to exist between the de jure and the ae facto situation
and that serious obstacles still have to be overcome, especially as regards
prevailin~ attitudes tovards stereotyped sex roles

4. Invites Governments, specialized agencies and non-~vern~ ntal
organiz.ations which have not already done so, to submit reports I!.: soon as possible
for the period frOI'!l JWle 1971 to June 1973, and requests the ~ecretarv-General

to forward to them the analytical report submitted to the Conrnission on the
Status of '''omen at its twenty-fifth session, as well as the p,uidelines prepared
at the Commissioc's request in its resolution 3 (XXIV),

5. Ur~es all Governments, as veIl as the specialized a~encies and
non-governmental organizations concerned to furnish information on the
implementation of the Declaration on the Elimination of DiscriMination against
Women and related instruments in the next series of reports, vhich viII deal
primarily with economic, social and cultural rights and cover the period from
June 1971 to June 1975 on the basis of the ~idelines provided by the
Secretary-General;

6. Further invites Governments to consider as part of their long-term
programme for the International Women's Year, the desirability of a1 'Jointing~.

soon as possible national correspondents to assist them. in obtaininl and c(J!lplhn~

the necessary data on a regular basis, correspondents that could 'mrk in close
collaboration with appropriate government agencies concerned with national
commssions or similar bodies vhere these exist and also, vh;re appropriate, with
interested national non-governmental organizations

7. Reguests Member States to inform the Secretary-General at the latest by
the beginning of 1975 about action taken concernine the appointment of such
national correspondents.

_4_

/Acproved at the 613th ceetir.~,

?l Januarv 1974/



c80acit
to

v

of married vomen. includinR the
engaRe in indeDendent work I

caol'lC'itv

~e Economic and Social Council,

Con9iderin~ that article 6 of the Declaration on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women provides inter alia for the equality of men and
v~n in the field of private law, for the exercise by vo~en or their le~al

:apacity on equal terms vi th men and tor the equal rights and responsibilities
of husband and wife during marriage,

NotiAA that·

Ca) ID a nUt"ber of legal systeMS. married \lccen do not enjoy the right to
tngage-freely in independent 'Work;

Cb) In various legal systems the exercise of such right by the vife and her
capacity to manage and dispose of her earnings from independent work are subject
to liBitations whieh do not apply to the husband,

TakiM into e.ccount that these situations do not confom to article 6 of the
Jeelaration on the C'limination of Discrimination against Women)

1. Recocmends that States Members of the United Nations. where such is not
yet the case. take all the necessary measures to ensure that the legal capacity
or t:arried \lomen is equal with that of men. concerninJl::

(!) CainfU1 employment outside the home;

(b) The full capacity to administer their property and the revenue of their
\/ork, _.

(~) The administration of the joint property of the spouses;

(£) Parental authority over their children and their interest~

r.~) Dissolution of marriage and its legal effects;

2. Recommends further that in such cases. Member States provide adequate
r:-l!edies. Judicial or otherwise ~ both spouses to help them solve their
... • . ul h i bei g",:,sagreements in respect of questions mentioned above I par~lC ar ::mp as s n
p~ on the necessity of mediation through competent authorl.ties. vlth the
~sist!.nce of personnel trained in all asoects of family relations.

~----

£/ See paravraphs 112-118.

-5-
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VI

StudY on the interrelationshio of the status
of women and famil;v olsnnin,.. y

The Economic and Social Council,

Recallimr the Declaration on Social Prorress and Develo~t'lent tlroclaimed bv t~

General Assembly in its resolution 2542 (XXIV) of 11 Dece~ber 1~~9t by which it
confirmed that parents have the riKht to determine freely and resnor.sibly the nU:~r

and spacing of their children, and that families should be provided vith the
knovledFe and the means necessary to enable them to exercise thi ri~t.

Recallin~ General Assembly resolution 2683 (XXV) of 11 Dece~ber 1970
desienating the year 1974 as World Population Year and Economic and Social Council
resolution 1484 (XLVIII) of 3 April 1970, by which it was decided to convene a
HarId Population Conference in 1974 to consider "basic del'logranhiC' problems. their
relationship with economic and social development. and nopulation policies and
action programmes needed to promote human welfare and developmp.nt ll

,

RecoRnizin~ that the status of women, POPUlation chanp,e and ver-all
development are closely interrelated and that women have a crucia~ role to play
in all of these areas. vhich has not yet been fUlly recof,nized.

Reco~izinR also that for cany countries the current and continuinR rapid
'POpulation r.rovth hes serious implications both for the advance!"l~nt. of vomen an~

for development,

Believin~ that the report of the Snecial Rapporteur on the interrelationshiD
of the status of vomen and family planning (E/cr.6/575 and Add.1-3) contains a.
number or basic principles and defines basic concents vhich o.r~ tnrhly relevant
to the aChievement of the social and econordc goals of the Second lnited Nations
Development Decade,

1. Notes vith anvreciation the stu~ made by the Special ~apporteur.
Helvi Sipile.,

2. Affirms that:

(!.) The right to decide freely and responsibly on the number and spacing of
their children is a fundamental rip-,ht of individuals which facilitates the exercisl!
of other human rights, especially by women;

(R) Adequate information. education and services enabling individuals to
exercise this right are essential prerequisites tor the promotion of the status
of vomen, and for ensuring their cocplete integration in social and economic
development at all levels;

(c) Family planning, vhich should constitute an integrated and essenti8~ P"~
of developr:.ent plans and prorrammes, in countries sUfferinR trOI"' over_populatlo~
can only succeed in concert vith other ceasures which also i~prove the statUS 0
vomen,

1/ See paragraphs 140-142.
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3. ~ Stlites Mf;I:l.bCrs. of ~he United Nations to use the report of the
soecial Rap~rteur as A. gUldellne 10 t~e. fo~ulation of their population oolicies
.d with a Vlew tu promoting full partlclpatlon of women at all levels and in all

aDctoTS of social ~ economi c and wliti ca! li fe 7 includinp' decision-!lIeJtin~ levelsse • -, . f •
ill .,rder to aCh1eve equtu. representatlon 0 1"En and ....orlen and, to that end":

(a) To take ureent positive measures to improve with all possible ~~ns
ll1Id especially durinp; the World Population Year and the Internationd Women 's
!eU the access of 1I )mE>n to adequate maternity. child-health and c~ild-care

s~rrices. education. vocational tr8inin~ and employment.

(~) To incl'Jde and fully utilize, vhen considering the establishment of
tational connis ions on population, representative, of vOt:en' s and other
~.;overmr.ental or anizations to assist vith lJlannin~ and impl~entin~ more
t~rective health r ;rra.....mes for all vomen and children in rural Md urban arellS •
•itb. particular atte-ntion to pro!O"ess in the reduction of 1"Jaternal, infant and
eild oortality, an"1 t f" t'romotion of fa."'ily planning and oopulation prorrr..mes
c~ action.

{£} To !I'\trcduce population education in schools at all levels and for
:auto attendinp; school as veIl as for those Yho do not, in the most &l)propriate
~e.!lJler •

L. ReOl.ests the Secretary-General to distribute the report ot the Special
!apj:oTteur as & backe:round document to 'ember States for the Horld Population
~r.ference to b~ taken into consideration in the final drafting of the World
Population Plan of Action. and to issue it. in a popular fon;

5. Ur,g:es all '1en~r States to provide equal rel)resentation for yomen on
t.ieir delegations to the 1Jorld Population Conference, thus givin~ them a share in
t!:e formulll.tion and adoption of a comorehensive and effective World Population
?lan of Action;

6. Requests Governments to support and promote as mueh as possible durin;r
the World Population Year and the International WOl'len's Year prop;rammes and
l~t~vit~es of the non-governmental organi zations and action grouns ",hieh will
lSSlst 1n creating a better understanding of the causes, nature. scope and
COnseq'lenCes of the question of population grovth and its relationship to the
P:'OlOOtion of the status of yomen and the quality of life;

Requests the Secretary-General:

(!) To undertake further interdisciplinary and cross-national stUdies bBsed
OD. the findinp;s of the Special Rapporteur's report and the conclusions and
r:~~ndations of the Seminars on the Status of ','OMen and Family Plannin" held in
; and 1913 in Turkey. the Dominican RepUblic I!ltId Indonesia, ~nd if possible to
~rt to the Commission on the Status of Women at its t~ntv-s1xth session:

(~.J To report to the Commission on the Status of Women at its twenty-sixt"
I~ssion the findings and recommendations of the l/orld Population Conference and
related l!leetings as they affect the status of wo~n and their integration in
~~lopoent.

-7-
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VII

development 8/

of a Dro~ramme of concerted international action
advancement of vomen and their inter~ration into promote the

Implet'lentation

The EconoNc and Social Council,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 2626 (xxv) of 2b "lctober lQ10 settinlt
forth the Internaticnal DevelopI!lent Strategy for the Second United Hations
Developcent Decade. including the encouragel!lent of the total integration of VOlllen

in development,

qecallin~ further the need to i~leeent ~~e urorr~ for concerted
international action for the advancement of vomen and their integration in
development set forth in General Assembly resolution 2716 (XXV) ot 15 December 197''.

Convinced that I as prcgress vith reRard to improvinp; the sta1'us of vorten bas
been slov in many instances, special efforts should be made to reviev Md appraise
progress 1!Iade in implementing the !>rogrw:une of concerted internati nal action b
the context of the mid-term reviev and appraisal of progres d.e in the first half
of the Second United Nations Development Decade to take place in 1915 vhich vill
also be celebrated as the International Women's Year.

NotinFl: General Assembly resolution 2801 (XXVI) of 14 December 1911. by vhich
it requested competent secretariats at the sectoral and rep,ional levels to
co-operate vith the Committee for Development Plannin~ in the fulfilment of its
task by collecting. processing and making available the necessary data Md
information, Md also the machinery established for reviev and appraisal
contained in that resolution and in Economic and Social Council resolutions
1621 C (L1) and 1625 (L1) of 30 July 1971,

Takin~ into account the discussion on the implementation of the StratellY vit'1
respect to the advancement of vomen and their inteRration in develooment at the
tventy-tifth session of the Commission on the Status of ''''omen snd reaffirming that
the Commission has an important role to perform in assistin~ the Council concerDin;
revie", and appraisal of the International Develonment StrateHY vi th respect to
matters vithin its competence, in preparing the mid-term reviev of the Second
Developt:lent Decade in order that it vill reflect accurately the extent to which
goals established for the integration of vomen in development have been reached,

1. Decides that this role should be performed vi thin the fra.r.:evork of tM
machinery for review and appraisal provided tor by the General Assembly in its
resolution 2801 (XXVI) and Council resolutions 1621 C (LI) and 1~25 (LI);

2. Decides to authorize the Chairman of the Commission on the Status of
W " "n Women, or a representative chosen by her from among members of the CO~SS10 ,
serve as its representative to the Committee for Developmeot Planning and the

~ See paragraphs 164-161.
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-~.tee on neviev and Appraisal and invites these Committees to util· th
. bl . th St· t . lze exper ise aValla e 10 . e eere aru 10 the field of ....omen's integration in

vel .et when preparlng comments on the entire review process;

ells upon Governments of States r~mbers of the United Nations and members
t f e ef5 isli zed agencies to ensure that vomen are adequately represented on
de ations in the en·!.:"! revieW' process for the Decade;

11. _ ~ sts the ecretary:-Ceneral~ in the nreparation of the apenda of all
s~ss of "he r:mUttee on Revlev am Appraisal relating to the entire reviev
rocesS the t d Nations Second Development Decade. to lUve due attention to

t: i ~a+ion)f v n in development I both in pr~ramme review and in
s'.Obseo ent ree , SUODS for modifications in the United lIations pTo,ramme

5. ~
iqllel!:ent t.~e 0

actiot to p"
'JPC~t eneral
r the Decade 1

vernments of Member States to report on prop;ress made to
ec·ives and targets contained in the proRr~ of concerted

advancement of women and their inte~ation in develoueent
~' resolution 2716 (XXV) in titlle for the major mid-term review
•

6. Reaue tt', specialized aRe'ncies~ the United Nations Develonment
"'ron"ame. t regional. econoCli c cocnissioDS. other concerned orjl:ani zatil'"lns in
t~e lJnited ration y t el and non-ffQvern.t:lental organizations to take into account.
in connexion \L th t~e !:id-term review and appraisal of the Second Development
:ecade. the extent to which prograr.mes endorsed by them include proJects aiminp,
at the integration of 'oIo!'!en in the total develooment effort t also bearing in mind
tr..e deliberations of the Commission on the Status of 110men at its twenty-fifth
session an1 the relevant report of the Secretary-General (E!Cll.6!517) and to report
t.ereon to the Cowssion at its tuenty-sixth session and to the Comittee on
eviev and Ap roi al in time for the mid-term review in 1975

7. RegUl~ ts the Committee for Development Planning and the Committee on
~eviev and Appraisal to make recoll:%i.endations to the General Assembly at its
tventy-mnth se ion for strengthening the Strategy by t'urther emphasizing in
its provisions the necessity of integrating vomen at all levels and stages of
development, taking into account the specific objectives and minimum tarp;ets set
out in General Assembly resolution 2716 (XXV);

e. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a report to the Commission on
th! Status of Women at its twenty-sixth session on the allocation of. funds a~d
~rsonnel vithin existing development programmes for women by the United Natlons
!y~tel.'l of organizations f aimed at achieving the goals and obJecti~es of the Second
.ltll ted Nations Development Decade and of General Assembly resolutlon 2716 (XXV).
this report to inclJde a clear statement as to percentage of the total b~dget s~nt
rm these progr8Jlltles for vomen for the current biennium and the proposed lncrease
"et be fo11O\1in8 bienniumi

9. Jr«es Member States to co-o'Oerate with non_p:overnmental organizations
Interested in submittinlt information needed by the Commission on the Status of

':en m the programmes of i nte~ration of women in development;
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en
tN>

10. Recommends that ber States instruct their repr entativ.~ to 11
or~ftni%ations within the T~i~ed ~ati0ns system to exRndne the wprk ~ro rp.~s of
these or anizations fro th + of view of their i~ et on the status of
and their inte~ration in dev 1.0 en~ an to authorize th funds ne~f" rv for
evaluation of this illmB.ct,

11. ReQuests the Secret&~·- neral to Dr~8re a renort tc be
the CO'Pl&ssion at its t\lentv-sixth _ion \#hich 8 UlC! exnloro'! e,.1)

methodoloejes for. t e develo~~nt of social dBta or indicators on
contribution of VD~en in the economic, s_ ial and ~u!tural aspects
develooment crocess. in consultation with t e Co~ittee for ~v·l

dravinf unoo the competent secretariats at ~he seetoral and region
in consultation with the intere~ted specialized agenC1es.

"on- idcred bv
roa ;es tQ, a:ld
th role and
of t e

nt lMnin~,

1 l"vels and

VIII

Status of rural women. especially a~riculturB.l workers QI

The Econor.llc and Social Council,

Considering that article 9 of the Declaration ~n the Elimi~at:on of
Discrimination against Women provides. inter alia, for all apnroprl ~e measures
to be teken to ensure that girls and vomen, rarried ;lr un rried h ve equal
rights with men in education at all levels, end ln rticU:ar t'"Jr e a1
opportunities for access to programces of life-lone ducati n incl i adult
literacy programmes, access to educational information to be held in ensurin the
he~lth and vell-being of families,

"otin~ that:

(!) There is a need for wanen in rural areas to ~artici'"lat.. re e"'~ective1
in national development ~rogracmes and that such p~rticipation r~ts reco~ition
by status or vages;

(~) In 1Jl.any countries, on account of the limited opportuni i, 5 'for gainful
W'ork in the rural areas, vomen migrate to urban are, Ilnd enter service occupations
vhere many of them may be exPloited-•

<,,)
:laterials

There is a need for W01!len to be trained to lSe
in the rural areas for total ~ation81 evelo~

t\.lllv t
~t.

r s urces an ra

Takin~ into account that these situations are not in CC(rd~ c It
article of the Declar'ltion on the Elitlination r '>iscriminati n a a~ '-at omen,

Reccr::::tlends that t-eooer States take all necessary
a proP;T8JIlr!e for ~ass life-long education for ~oth IDen
television, radio and all oUer !ft@ans of mass media or

I See para~raphs 166-174.
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~ that prop;rn,rmr.es should. include information and education on f ~l l°f
"'" 0 1 0 d °t o h' Y 1 e,

o ludinR fanulv P Flnnlng 8n Cl 1zens lp, as well as vocational tr 0 0 0lnc . ., • 1 dOt 81nlnpo 1n
rconcmic actlVltles loe u.ln~ co ta'Te and home industries, fe.rmin,ll:, rural
eve!oflI:tent and co ODeratlyes •

/anDroved at the 618th meetin~.
25 January 1974/

IX

~nt of v~~en bv the secr~tari~ts of oTP-anizations
within the United Nation~ system 10/

The rcono le and oc1al Council,

P~co~nc" t the ienerll} Asse Iv the adoption of the follOW'inlf resolution

ral A

PC 11'n A:-tiele 8 of the United Rations Olarter as ....ell as its
resolution 5 (XXV) on the pro-ra.crne of concerted international action for
t~e .~Vant· ~t o~ Votten and tl':.e objectives and minic.um targets to be achieved
durin e econd Un! ted .~ations Development Decade set forth in tb~ 8lIn~x

to that r olution ~ na!'ticularly those concern~d vith the increase in t~e

number of v n partici~atin~ in public life at the international leve1~

IlNoti nJ7: vi th apnreciation that. vberever vOl"len have been appointed in
positions of responsibility in the United Naticns system of organizations,
this has re Jltpd in a more effective implementation of the airs and
J;rogra1!'.mes f tne United Nations. especiallY those relevllllt to the status or
\l'O~n,

Notin~ with RPnreciation that the reports of the Secr~tarv-General on
the composition of the Secretariat sUbmitted to the General Assembly at its
twenty-sixth and tventy-eighth sessions 111 included so~e information on the
employment of vomen in senior and other professional positions in the
secretariats of orp:anizations in the United Nations system,

'Noting also that the report of the United Nations Institute for
';rainin.'l; and. Research entitled The situation of vomen in the United NatioE!,. 121
confirms the i balance in the proportion of vomen at the hill',ber levels and
gives statistics shoving the unequal progress of vomen and reen staff members
in term!;; of pronotion in the United Nations Secretariat,

Concerned that these reports reveal an unsatisractor: situation.which
Cells for s'Decific measures and nrogr8llmes in order to achleve an eqUltable
balance betveen the number of ~~ and vomen~ particularly in senior and
policY-l'lakin positions including those of Under_Secretar'-Ceneral and
AsSistant eeretary-Gen;ral.----
!QI ~ee parapraphs 175-186.

ill Documents A/84B3 and A/9120 and Corr.l and 2.

"LI unlTAN esearch cte".:lort 110. 18, 1973.
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"1. Reauests the Secretary-General of the United Nations as well as
the executive heads of all or~anizations of the United Vations system to t k

. . t't d "all necessary measures ln order to ensure, 10 5 TiC accor ance with
equitable geographical distribution. that an equitable balanc bet'''een l!:en
and women staff m~mbers. particularly in the positions described ~bove

be achieved before the end of the Second United Nation Development De~ade
at all levels in the united Nations system. internation~. r ~lQnal and •
national

"2. Urp:es the Secretary-General of the Uni ted Nation~ es well ns the
executive heads of all or~anizations of the United ~ations ~y~tem, in O~er ~

attain this objective. to adopt a more flexible and positive a~prnach in t~e

recruitment of vo~en and to give greater attention to t ~l nts p.iveo ~
and promotion of Qualified women;

"3. ReQuests the Secretary-General of the United a_i n as veIl as t"le
executive heads of all organizations of the United. Nations t to establis
an advisory committee within their respective secretariat VI ~ut anv
financial implications ~ to assist in the fOT"lulation of ur an POlicies
aimed at achieving the objective mentioned in the p raFrs 8 ove and i~

their icplementation,

"4. Requests further the Secretary-General of the 'n +e "ations as
vell as the executive heads of all organizations of the' n ed. a.tions svste:
to report to the General Assembly at its thi rtieth se s _n, in 1915, on steps
tha.t have been taken to give effect to I)8ragraphs l, and 3 above~

5. Requests also the Secretary-General to continue to incluie in his
reports on the composition of the Secretariat submi t tl!d to the General Asse"!bly
cooprenensive data on the employment of \lomen in the secretariats of the
United Nations system of organizations so as to indicate clearly the nature
of posts and types of duties performed by vomen in prcfessi, na! and poliCY~

making levels, bearing in mind the princiLle of equitabl r,eo 7 ranhical
distribution;

"6.
of ",omen

Further requests that the Secretary-General
employees in the secretariats at the General

report on the status. .
SerVlce category.

/Approved at

x

Technical Co-operation activities for
the advancement of vomen 13/

the 621st meetinl'.
9 January 191~1

The Economic and Social Council,

ADorecie.tine the proclamation by the General Assembly that the yeAr 1915 be
declared International Women's Year,

13/ See ~aragraphs 191-200.
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r Re",,"nizin' that among the threefold objectiv••
t e~ure th~ rull interration of women in the total
dt,;.ring the "levelopment Deca(les

of the year is the desire
develo~ent effort especially

Conscious
Vltll respect to

also of the difficulties faced by a number of develoninR countries
nsuring the full employment of yomen •

Desirou_ of increasin the earninr power of vom"'n and raising the stl!lt.ldard of
iivin~ of' t:telT fBl Hies.

1. ~ Jovernn:ents of .ember States to seek nev vays and means of
6ublisbing non-pr rit-seeking but viable decentralized cotta,ve and blLr.dicrert
wdustries vhic would provide part or tu.ll-t~e vork for vO"1en;

2. ::reQu t a....l appropriate organs ot t~e United Nations systen to ,ltive
".u1 con lderatl .. allocatin~ mTe of their technics... assistance t'Un1s for the
~e of i tin, Gover~nt9 in setting up cottage and handicraft industries

IDd in fiodin rkets for the products of such industries bot~ vithin the
country itself' a 1 roreim markets I preferably in co-operation v th voluntarY
cTfar.izations v 1 ere alr~ady interested in this York.

XI

liporoved at the 616th meetin;r.
24 Jaouary 1914/

Ac"h·i.t1e5 of the International Labour 'jrp:anisa.tion to
pro ote the advance~nt of vomen and their inte~~tion

in development 14/

The EconoD'C c Bnd Social Council.

Recallin~ General Assembly resolution 3010 (XXVII) of 18 December 1972
roc1aimng the yeuo 1915 InternationallJomen's Year. in recognition of the

e....ectiveness f' the York done by the Commission on the Status of Women in the
25 years since its establishment and the important contribution ....hich women have
u.d~ to the social politicaJ.. e~onol:lic and cultural life of their countries I

Takin~ note of the report by the Secretary-General (E/CN.6/5?9) conc~rninr
~ternational Labour Organisation activities of speciB.1 interest In relBtlon to

t e ~"1plDY1nen+ f women and of the preliminary report on women in a chan,dng world
~ltitted to the 'overnine Body of the International Labour Organisation at

• ne hundred and ninety-f'rst session. 151

~otin~ with satisfaction the positive contribution of that special .. zed agency
t e atta~n nt or the objectives of the International Won:en's Year and the

l:Dortance of its ac ivities designed to promote the prC' ress of women.

-
~ See parae a ha 201-206.

121 OMen Work@rs in a Chan~in~ World (Geneva, International Labour Orric@ •
• Cirl"U!llted under cover of docU!:lent GB/191/2/1 (Appendix IV).
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1. Invites the International Labour Organisation to contribute to the
International Women's Year by continuin~ to expand and stren~then its standard_
settin~ activities in fields of special interest to wo~n;

2. ReQuE:sts the International Labour Organisation to expend its efforts in
this field and to accord particular attention to qirls and wO~en in the revision or
instruments on vocational guidance and trainin~ and in the York bein~ carried out
under the World Etlployment Pro~r8JDJ!le'

3. Dravs the attention of the International Labour Orga~ sation to the need
to study the ?Ossibility of revising certain conventions. for ~I mnle, the
Convention concerning ~~ternity Protection, with full rep.ard to th litrering
conditions in different countries, an!! to the need. to transforr. cert in
recomme~d.ations ~~to conventions, for example, the rec endatioD on tne employoen~

of vo n \1i th family obligations, in order to prevent discri ination 1lP; lost vooen

4. Recommends that in its future \lork, the Intern"ttional :..abour Or"'&.>tisatioD
should devote attention to nev probler.s of concern to \lo~n vorkers, l' ludinR' the
impact of technological and scientific d~velopments on the e~ l~yment of vomen and
problem r'..latine to part-time york in the lip'ht of the ch l11ginp' roles of men and
vomen in economic life and in the farrily.

XII

lAnproved at th. 18th meetin!'.
Januarv lQ1ii7

Activities of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Or~anization to oromote the advanc~ment of vnmen and

their inte~ration in develonment l~

The EconOl:llic and Social Council.

1. Requests the United Nations Educational, Scientific anj ~tural

Organi zation;

(!.) To develop pilot projects in the develooing countries. 10 a ..lenner
appropriate to the needs of those countries with regard to literacy, an'
pre-school, primary, technical and vocational education and teacher trainin~

(£) To give full effect to the resolutions of the Third Inter~ationR1
Confer.once on Adult Education, vhich recop;nized the need, in view of the inadequaei s
of ve~n's education, for priority action on behalf of women

(~) To ensure that, in the revision of the recommen~ati n on vocational
trllinine undertaken jointly by the International Labour Organi eation and the
United 'iations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Orp;anizatbn, these
reco~~ndations follow closely the lines indicated by the latter or anization
at the sixteenth session of its General Conference in re~ rd t eo al edu ~tional

opoortunities for Rirls and vo~en

16/ See oaracr phs 201-210.
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(~) To continue and to inc:ease the efforts it makes tor the advancement of
.oeen &monil: member States - partlcularly azr:onl" the national commissions for th
~'nited Nations Educati~nal: r,cientific snd Cultural Orp:anization _ and e
[lOO' f10vernmental crp'snuatlon3 as well as aPlon~ national and regional cQ"'1l1lissions
n tie statu~ of VoMen;

(~) To request ~ember States to take into account, when noDinating candidates
fer study cour s at the Institute for Educational Phnnin!? the need to increase
t'le number of vc n candi 1l!ltes. so that women may occuny their rightful ph-ce at
&1... levels of de i lon-eakinp: bv educaticn aut!1orities

2. e the vi!h. bearing in mind the e::oals of the International
="len's Year. at the United Nlitions Educational. Scientific and CUltw-al
r~ization. in the a1location of its budgetary resources. devote as larp;e a

s_are as posS'bIe thereof to the co-ordinated efforts of its various depart;'lents to
ensure t e utiliz tl D and advancement of vomen \lithin the orp;anhation for the
beIlefit of f'h 0= ':'l st rf of its ovn secretariat and in all bodies where it
exercises cor.:pe"enc

/ADnroved at the 6l9th -eeting,
28 January 197L/

XIII

Protectlon of yomen and children in emer~encY and armed
conflict in the stru"'Ple for oeace. self-detertrination,

national liberation and in~enendence 11/

The Econe ic and ~~cial Council,

Recoll"r nds to the General Assecbly the Ildoption of the follovinlt draft
resolution CWitai ning a declaration on the protection of vomen and children in
er::ergency .e.n1 ar eO. conflict in the strug~e for peace. selt-determination.
118.tional liberati on 'Ul.d independence.

'~ General Assembly 9

"~,xpressinq: its deep concern over the sutferin~s of "omen and children
belon~inR to the civilian population who i~ periods of emer~ency a~d arm:d
conflict in the struRJ:O'le for peace. self_determination, Mtlonal llberatlon
and independence are too often the victi~s of inhuman acts and consequentlY
suffer ~ erious harm.

t~ of the suttering of wooen and children in ma~v areas 0: t~e world.
~~cially in those areas SUbject to suppression. a~greSSlon. colO~lal18m.

racism. alien domination and forei~ subjugation.

"Deeplv concerned by the fact that. despite p;enerel and uneQuiv~cal
condemnation, colonialisM. raciSM, alien and forei~ dom1na~ion contln?e to
sub1"ct any peoples under their yoke, .omi cruellY s ~reSSl.n", t nat1o~al
liberation r'Qvettents and inflictin~ heavy losses and lncalculable. sufferl '31':9

on the 1>opulat ~ns under their do::lination. includin,ll'v men an chlldren.

17/ ee
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"DenIedn'" that p'rave attacks are still bein/": made on fund8l"lental
freedoms and the dipnity of the human person and that colonial and racist
foreign domination po~ers continue to violate the international humanitari\n
la.....

"Recallin$l the relevant provisions contained in the instruments of
international humanitarian laW' relative to the ~rotection of VO~n and
children in time of peace and var,

"RecallinR its resolutions 24~4 (XXIII). 2591 (XXIV). F;74 (XXV) and
2675 (xxv) on respect for human ri~~ts and basic principles ~r ·he
protection of civilian populations in a~ed conflict. as vel: 8 Economic
and Social Council resolution 1515 (XLVIII) of 28 ~ay 1970 which requests
the General Assembly to consider the possibility ot drafting a declaration
on the protection of vomen and children in emergency an vart ll'e. aJ:OnJ~

other important documents,

..,

'Conscious of its responsibility for the destiny of ..
and for the destiny of l'1Others. v~o play an important rol
family end particularly in the upbringing of chil1r"'n.

r n~ gt;neratior
in society. in thl'"

"Bearin~ in mind the need to provide special rctection
children belonging to civilian population.

"Solemnl.v proclaims the Declaration on the rotect n f'

Children in Emergency and Armed Conflict. the text r
and calls for the strict observance of the Declaration b 11
of the UDi ted 'fations.

omen and

n ar.d
se out belov.
t: • es Mel'1bers

"1. Attacks and bombinRS on the civilian populatlon inflicting
incalculable suffering. especially on vomen and children. ~ &re the most
vulnerable members of the population, shall be prohibited. an such acts
shall be condermed.

"2. The use of chemical and bacteriolop'ical v' '1f) n l'1 course of
military operations constitute one of the most flap:rant violatinns of the
1925 Geneva Protocol, the 1949 Geneva Conventions and th pri c pIes of
international humanitarian lav and inflict heavy losses on iv lian
populations. including defenceless vomen and Children, and $h ~ be
severely condemned.

"3. All States shall abide rully by their obligati"n un"'!er the
1925 Geneva Protocol and. the 1949 Geneva Conventions. as veIl as oth r
instr~ments of international lay relative to respect for human ri~ts in
armed conflicts. vhich offer important ~uarantees for the ~r( t ct 0 r
vomen and Children.

"'. All ff rt h 11 b d con'11"q e 0 s s a e made by ~tRtes involved ~n ar .
military operations in foreign territories and in territorles still unde
colonial domination to spare YOtten and children from the ravages of var.
All the necessary steps shall be taken to ensure the prohibit.fon of measur
such as: persecution. torture. punitive measures de~radin~ treatment an~
violence. particularly against that part of the civillan ~pulat~ n that
consists or yomen and children.
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"5. All forms of repression and cruel and inhuman treatDl~nt of
and children. including inprisonment. torture, shootin~ mass arr~st8

collective punishment, destruction of dwellinp,s and for~ible eVlction:
committed by bellig_rents in the course of military operations or in
occupied territories shall be considered cri~inal.

"6. omen. and children belonring to the civilian population and rinding
thecselves in clrcumstances of emergency and aTMed conflict in tr.e struggle
tor peace. self-determination. national liberation and indeoendence or yho
live in occupled territories. shall not be deprived of shelter. '!"ood.
medical ai1 or other inalienable ri~hts) in accordance with t~e provisions
t~e Universal Declaration of Human Ri~hts, the International Covenant on
Civil an. Politi cal Rights. the International Covenant on Economic, Sod 8.l
and Cultural P.ilf.hts. the Declaration of the Rip:hts of the Child or other
instr~ nta of international laY.

IAooroved at the 623rd meetin
30 JanulU"V 197101

XIV

Tnfluence of ~s co~unication media 00 the
fcrtlation of new attitudes tovards the roles

of vomen in present-da.y society 181

The Eco noo! e fled Sodal Council.

Noti..!!,!. t''1at the preliminary report of the Secretary-General on the innuence
of mass communication media (E/cu.6/581) substantiates the concern expressed by
the Commission in its resolution 1 (XXIV) of 18 February 1972 thl\t in several
countries the lDllSS commwlication media perpetuate the traditional deep-rooted
attitUdes held by women Md men about their respective roles in present-day
society. and that the influence of the mass colDmWlication media in the
1etermination of cw.tural patterns hinders efforts to promote equal rights of
.Clllen and men and the integration of women in the development effort.

Bearin~ in mind that the majority of the Governments and non-governmental
Jrp;811izations yhich supplied information for the preparation of the preliminary
r~rt stated t~at additional research vas needed on this subject.

Recallinll that in its resolution 1 (XXIV), the Commission on the Status of
~men requested the Secretary-General to invite the United Nations F.ducation~l,
:ci~ntific and Cultural Organization to consider the possibility of carrvin~ out
l!:t@rdisciplinary studies on the subject.

1. Extlresses the hope that this subject vill be discussed a~ ;uture s~l:line.r
to be or~atIi zed under the technical co_operation pro$lTemlDe of the ;}nl ted lq'atlons
~~ the participation of experts in all the relevant fields;

-
~ See paragraphs 252-259.
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2. Invites the United Nations Educational, Sci~ntific and Cultural
Or~anization in co-operation with the United Nations to consider the po sibility
sometime in the future of carryin~ out pilot country 8tudies on ~~is ~uestion
in conjunction with the interdisciplinary studies mentioned ahov ,

2. Invites all the or~anizations of the United Rations .ystc an1
particularly the United Rations Educational, Scientific an Cultural Organization
to ~ake a special effort to increase their audio-visual Material an~ to develOp
their programmes in such a vay as to promote the inte~r~tion of wo n.n
development.

4. Invites Governments to urge the mass media, while h3vinr, due re~ard

to freedom of expression. to adapt their programmes in order tu ~rovide for men
as veIl as women a continuing education as to their economic end professional
prospects ~Id opportunities for leisure, family life and b~ad ninr, horizons

5. Reauests the Secretary-General to prepare a pro~re ,s re lrt on the
influence of mass communication media on attitudes tovards the rrles of wolten and
men in present-day society based on information available to h5 r anj to submit
it to the Commission at its twenty-sixth session.

'4th meetinlZ:.
Januarv 191LI

B. Other decisions

2. The COm:tiSSiOD on the Status of Women made a number of' :1eci i 15

be of interest; to the Economic and Social Counci 1. They are in 1 I1tpd
follovi~ par~raphs.

Consideration of proposals concernin~ a n~v inst~ ~t

or instruoents of international lay to eliminate
discrimination a~ainst wampn

ich tiJt\t
in the

3. At its 6l5th meetine;, on 24 January 1974, the Commission dee1ded in priociplt,
by a vote of 22 to none, vith 4 abstentions, that a single comprehensive draft
convention on the elimination of discrimination a~ainst \lomen should be nretlared
without prejudice to the preparation of any future instrument or instruments which
miGht be elaborated either by the United Nations or by the speciali ed agencies
dealing vith discri Jnation in specific fields (see paraP.'raph A4 for the
resolution by which the Commission invited the Secretar~-General t) call on
Covernr.ents, inter alis, to trans~it their comoents on the draft convention
contained in the report (E/CN.6/574) of t~e Working Croun established under
"'oD:lll.ission resolution 5 (XXIV), see paragraph 278). .

Communicatio~s concernin~ the status of VOf-2l

4. At its 626th meetinR, on 31 January 1974 the Co rni
to 5. with 10 abstentions, that in future. co~unication9
of vo=en should be considered in accordance with Economic
resolution 1503 (XLVIII) and that this question sh uld be
Comndssion's vor~ programme (;ee paragranh l2~).
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jtudy on the interrelationship of the status of
vomen and family planniF~

c: At its {21st m etinfl:, on 29 January 1974 , the Cor.unhsion decided to
;~uest.the e~r~t:ry General to b:ing to the attent~on of the Population
~aUSsion at its .ort cc ine seSSion draft resolution VI (see p~ragr~uh 1 above),
together vith the report of t~e S ecial Rttp90rteur (E/cr .6/515 and Add.1-3} and
t~ s~ recar s of the discussion of the item in the Commdssion on the Status
of 'Jor:en (E/CiJ. I. 8 and 621). so that they J"..i.ght be ta..en into
eonsideration in" d!'artin~ of the \lorld Ponu1ation Plen of Action (see
paragrso'l 14l).

r ·rl!J ~ of vcr.'" and establishMent of rriorities

t it 3rd meetl' on ~O January 1914, the Cocoission took note of
rar&fNP~ 10f onomic d eocial Council resolution 1781 (tIV), invitin,g; it to
consider. as r pri te t pUblication entitled The StudY of Discrimination
l1ainst Per ro t - f edlock 191 together vi th t"le draft general prinC'lDles
on equali ty n-4i crimination inrespect of such persons. The COEssion
recalled th already examined those princiDles in 1967. vhen. in its
resolution It ad expressed support of the draft princinles and initiated
tr,e r:"epuation or a study on the status of the unmarried mother. 20/ This had
led to the adont_on y the Council in 1972 in its resolution 1619 TE'n) of a set
of gen~ra1 prin i 1 to eliminate discrimination against the W'U:Rrried m;)thcr.
~D the light r t e fore oing. the Commission considered that it vas unnecessary
t'cr it to tal e rt er action vith respect to Council resolution 1187 (LIV)
see par~ra ).

l...J linited ati ns publicatien. Sales No.: E.6e.XIV.3.

~ / TIle other: Lav and ?ractice (United 'fations

_~lcatl n
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'7. "'he Comission considered iter 3 of its 8,Q;enda, on thp rOol"rsM'le activities
for the Inter'1ational POl'en's Year to be celebrated in 1°'75, at its F=Olst. f<l2nd
1)2Oth. t27th n('1 2Pth 1I'IeetinQ'~. It l),ad before it II rp'f10rt on +he suh'ect breoe;..
by the ecretarv-~eneral (~/C~.~I ~).

I., introrlucin the reoort. the representative of the rete kl'leral said.
th t the irart provr~e had been crenared in resoonse to ~ e p 1 eably
r~solut:,n 3010 (Y.XVII) and vas based on the rpplies from ?~ r. ver nts,
5 snecialized a~encies an1 23 non-~over~ental oT2aniz& ions. e r-v t~e

Co ission's attention to the orl!'anization of t!"!e profl'rarl!"le ...." c'" e-laborated t!':e
si niricance of the Year includinr its central thE"!'Ie. F'f)UAL1TV D f'l :T A."'D
P!'AC? specific objectives of t~e Year. activities at the- n!lt. r! 1 r ....;Ol'lal an'"
internationRl level·. and finallY, suv"ested tocics for rese~rc s~.inars. She
furt'!ler pointed out that the pro":ra.~ vas as broadly based a TiO ible an ai!!e'
t !,rovidin~ countries \lith a choice of flctivities vhich. the-y c~ 1 no rtue on

a r alistic basis. It vas irportant for me~bers to r~alize tha+ ~ success of
the rro r~e vould de~end to a lar~e extent on a~equate rund{n •

any representatives ~ere convinced t""et tne Ye~r had far reac i~~

international si~iticance tor vo~en and for society a~ e vh~le. ~~ cpletr&tion
,'as especially til:lelv since. des!,ite the cOl"!parative iMprovfO!ment i t status of
vomen in several parts of t~e vorld. rany handicaps still existed. veral
representatives felt that one of the nri~e functions of the Y &~ \as to dray
attenti~ to those ineQualities vhich still existe~. ~ev exrres ed ~ide suuport
for the cOl"!prehensive nature of the draft pro'rr81"'.Me contained in th ~ecretarv

General's re~rt end narticularly for t~e excellpnt FUi~elines ~hieh it ~roposed

for hplmentinr the objectives of the Year on the national. re ion'l end
international levels. Sane representatives velCOMed the fact that hoth voren en~

men vere ur~@d to ~articipate in the pro~rWMme at all levels and + at the
~articipation ~f ~en vas essential to the succesS of the Year.

10. The central theme, EqUALITY, DI:VELOPi!f.NT AND PEACF: ....as consider~c\ to be an
appropriate reflectio~ of the nrincinles contained in General Asse~hly resolution
3010 (XXVII) and in other United Nations inst~ents relatin~ to the status and
condition of women. ~~reQver. some represent~tives thoupht that the pro~~e

adequately illustrated that the Year will orovide an oDnortunitv not merely for
appraisinr progress so far marle with reSDect to the achieveme~t of ~quality for
vo en and the imnlementation of their funrl~ental h~an ri~~ts Slnee the arlopti~
of the Urited "'ations Charter in 1945. but also for 'Planni f~r t"eir future nee4S

in lon~'-tem vro,ttrp.fIlmes. In reality. th@" Year \las felt to ark the 18,unchinlt of a
nev stage in the develoUMent of wo~en's role in society ~nd t 5·i Jlate nev

initiatives t the national. re~ional and international levels.

211 umnary records of the discussion or this item eTe provi~e~.
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11. Plthou~h cOmParatively fe~ Governments had replie~ to the ~ecretarv-General'8
request for corll~en~s on the propose~ ororrarnr;-e, several reT)resentatives stilted that
thAt in nO \lay ln~lcated a .lack of 1nterest 1n the Year. Indeecl., frorn the
~rience in thelr countrles. a number of steps had alreadv been taken in so~e

e-:;tances at the '"l:i ~est 1 ve~. to set in m.otion machinery for or~anizi~1l: activities
fer the Year. In 0 e countncs, for eX8!!lnle, intenninisterial co ittees had l1een
established to plan tl"te pr narations; in others, snecial sel"1inars vere beinp'
Cluanized Br ob olete lavs revie~ed.

.... In comentin on part It of the draft PTO,lp"8r"J"'e. entitle-1 "~necific
ectives". s e re resentatives stressed tlarticular aspects of the T.I~·oblerlS

"ad~ vcren. 0 lOo specifically I!lentioned included the eliMination of
e r1oY!'\ent. n '!'" rploVl"ent and illiteracy, the nrovision of appropriate
catior.e.l 811 tralnb". opportunities as vell as vocational ll':Uidance tor VOJ'llen and

r..rls. t"'e i tati)!] of the nrinciole of eoual nay for YOrk of equal value,
~tter condit1 of vcr!" for the vorkincP llO!":en an:! the need for reconsiderin,;; the
attitudes toward t.'raditional roles of vo"'en and men in society. '!'he question of
attitudes "as 1 c ed bv a nur:ber of renresentatives '1'l0 oointed out the n ed
'X't only to ctlal"lll:e traditt nd societal attitudes but also to i bue vo~n thet";!e1ves
with a feeliolZ: 0' confidence 't'y equippinp' them to fill iY'Jnortant roles in society.

l. C::ooe nel'lben also 'DOinted out the necessity of elbdnatinlr obstacbs to
er-all develo nt caUSed );Iy racist!1~ racial discrir:in"ltion. coloni8li~ an~

-.::-erialis. e opinion loI8.$ expressed that reference st-a. ld be !l8l.1e to the role
~n iroht plBY ... n the 'l')r~llr&m'le of activities for t e Decade for Act. to C'OIIIbat

Rads'" and Racial Discrimination contained in General Assembly resoluti ~

1 (XXVIII). . e representatives also felt that it \1as important to ~rav the
attention of CovernMents to the need to tlublicize e.nd ratifY certain exist!n
ir-ternl'.tional instrUI!lents relative to voren and to consider the elaboration t a
_rltt c.eclaration on the protection of \lolten and children in emergency or in titre
,f var or of the stru"rle for peace. national liberation and independence. as ~11

u th"" adoption of a convention on the elimination of discriMination ~e.iflst voUlen.

I. ith rep:ard to the achievement of world neace. the vie\l was expressed that
~~n caul ~re effectively contribute to its achieve~e~t and Maintenance and to
the detente.--
15. Durinp, the discussion of measures to be taken at the international levpl.
several representatives supported the idea of holdin'" a \rorld-vide conference or
~}'TI':>osiUl'l as one of the focal points of the Year. In the opinio~ of SOJ"le " .
·lOfreSentatives such an international conference should be held 1n consultatl")n mth
ve~nts. specialized avencies an~ interested non~~overnnental or~an~zations

le exarine prorress Made in the field of equality for WOMen anti to cons:der futu::e
TORTaMl:es for enhancinp' the contribution of 'romen to developnent. partlcul!1r1v 1n
e cor-text of the ~econd Unitt"d llations flevelopl!!ent necade.

~. S~veral representatives emnhasized the il"OOrtancl!' of pUb~i.hinD; the goal and
~ ~ctlves of the Year. uch pror!lOtional and educational act1Y1tiea e'T"p re arde~
8S essential to the success of the YeaT particularlY tor the llIaJoritv of v en ~
l"ed . • • alli 1n rural areas or v 0 vere educationallY~ sociallY and ""eono 1 V
sltvantae:eC!.. It "as also roint~ out that an exch&n.P.e of i foma 1 n bet e~n

n or develonin~ and developed countries could be valuab e .n~ vould pro te
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IQ. Another important factor for the i pl~ent tion o~

beyond related to co-operation a; on~ the t'ni+e '"'.at rm~

inter~overnr.ental and non-~over~ent81 or~ nit t:i ~s

&de durine the Year to e~plore eVepV channel of c
rroHems relatinp, to wo en as widely a DOSS '01
renresenta~ives of ~p had s uni ue role t~ ~l tn
enco rMed to he.ve ~reater contact titch POV rt"
national level.

?C. The representative of the TLO ade a state FLt J'I "'hieh s p C .l.tlin d the
pronosed contribution of the lLO to the ntern t.l I" Men v • Pronf' the l'18
activities planned vas the inclusion of the ouestion of prmalitv of onportunitv "nil
treatment for vo~en worters in the agenda of the 197~ Tnternational LabOur
Conference. In addition, a special issue of the InterMtion 1 Labour "Peviev YOw
be devoted to wo en an'" the main the ea 0'" the Year an'" planA h ,4 h en 8DtJroved
for further stuc:ly of the quest "0" equal r r.:unera~l 'In vit roecial attention +0
equal i ty o~ 0 portunity an treatrent "'or y n d f't')r revi e rec~endat ens
0';1 ~rofessio~e.l liN! ance and traininll:. he pledp;ed thp t'ull suTJnC>rt of t'le 11 ir.

IVlr. tec.nlca ~aterial 8nd expert is .
, .

21. ~he representative of ~CO spoke of step ta en by t at bOdy to rre r p

the ve~. ~ ~ pcia~ task force had been establi~ pd and the work for I 75 ~ied0: thp ectl0n f?r. qual Fdue~tion Cpportunities for 'liTIs an~ "O!'1en ve~ dell1
d


fIt the thel'le of tne Internatlonal \laments vear. Three special nro.1ects lloul
investigate the rel~tionship between the education trainin~ ~nd emoloyment
opportunities open to women, the vorkin~ mother and her role in early childhOod
d t' i ' j int 11e uca Ion, an "'Orren s efforts for neace. ~CO ~lso it1tended to \lorl{ 0 d t

"'itl'l the IL to oinpoint ob'St'lcles fecio,. !lir t the pritlanr-1chOol level a1!
~evise strate,.ies for Qverco~i~~ t ose pr'ble
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• The r r entativ~::If' 0 aid that his OrP'Rnization hoped to ah 8 positive
tri~~tio~ t the Y aT H~ further lnfo~e~ the C~i sion that there uould be

a eC18l issu "..£!!~!l!:!., evoted to the th~e of the Year, and fit. backpround
a r on" J!lltl, an nutriti in rdation to the intepr",tion of '\010 en in nrious
l!Vl"] ent t r • l,eludin + e rur~l sector.

nt&tiv~ of FAO described ?ropr~~p, scheduled for the Year. These
of e a. e ri" tural and rural ~evelormer.t activities in the

e or a ere edal ~eDicting ~ distin~iAhed ~an. ftn
t f Tee in vhi~ WOMen particinated to ensure t~at their needs

81 0 '!f"'1 ~stal1lis}'led v5thin the FAO secretariat.
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lud j prc t

le! an t
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en' burp'lux, thp Afric '" Ho-en I s !'evelo'Dr'ent "'ask
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rce ¥hie
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•
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Y ar
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CE aid that "lis or....anizati u al. 0 u'Ooorted the
d I fOTVaTd to 'porkin" closely ith the oTllani%er3 of

eadQuarters si~ce a ~ber of the ~lanned activities
o 0 nil" 'OTO"!"$! et.

+ 1 ~e t of ft worki ~ «rou~ and cor.si~er~ of its rpoort

e.t its . d ee+in. on _c: January 107~, the t"'O!'riss; on decidM to establish
l VOr .in rou t eh or'1te further details of the draft t1rorra1!!l1e contained in

e 2ecretarv_ ral' re rt (E/CN.f!57n anc\ to strenltthen its provision", taking
nto account 'u~ stions ade by lIteM'her9 in the p'eneral debl'\te and those subMitted

'ritinf. .." or .i.n~ Group vas compospd of the retlresentativcs of Ar,,,ntina.
~l ,thl'! vel?russian ~oviet SociR.1ist Peooblic. Chile, Colo"'bia. Costa Rica,
land, Fran~e, Gr ece, In~ia, Indonesia, Liberic, viperis, the ~hilippine8, the
n of oviet c 81i t 'qepublics and the United ~tates of ~erlca•

• The Worlin~ r,r~un held seven meetin~s, on 16, 2uI 25, 28 ~nd 2Q Janu8~v lQ1U .
•ts first meetinp, the I"orkin" GrouP elected !rics. flaes (r,reece) 8S rhUl""l8n
B18~ca S hi le je ~achinandiArena (Ar~entina) as Papporteur.

The Tlor i 11l GrnlJtI rra1.e a number of sU/Z.l<;estions an" amendments to t"e draft
I'OgrlUIl!:'e appeliritlp.: in the report of the ~ecretarv-Ceneral end aptlroved a draft
~Iution rOPOsed by ~reece and co-s~onsored bv ~r~entina (E/C~. JffG:I/CFP.4) ..
er 'Port of the ~rk1np; Croup (F/($.6/588) Yas submitted to the :0 lS '" at Its
7t eeti ,on 1 January 1 74.

In i t~ lcin~ the report, the PapoorteuT of the uorkinP r,rrup poi~t~ out thRt
ad I"QnSl ere a re + n ber of 81l2encllTlects ( !"'fT.6PlG.I/CFP.1, Corr.l and Add.l,
• Nr;.1/C'P. .?, " (; an \ and draft resolut ns (£Ir:. .f.~'G.l/r.~F. end 7)

~tte ~y ma Y ~hers of t e Co iS5ion to the basic \~rkin~ doc~ent
• 1~76). he also 5ai(l that the Wor in~ Croup had "asical1y redrafted.

~ er Iator ted a~ stren~hened the draft ~ro~e e fOr the Internation I
et'S yr. he t"'.1rther indicatp.tt that the Croup had i'ecid~ to r "er
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nara"raphs 29 (on an international conference or meetinR) and 31 (on the insertion
of an iteM on 'oi'Or:en on the aR:enda of the General P.ssembly at its t irtieth sessiotl
to the Conur.ission for its lecision. Those parapraphs "'ere there"ore h.ced in
square brackets. pending decisions taken by the Co~ission on irate r olution
FIr 6/t. ~8 and the ~eDdments thereto (F/ew.6ft. 59).

~. he Chaiman of the \.Iorking Group made a number of oral corr"'c+i ns to the
text gr the draft ~rOPIamme reco~en~ed by the Group (~/c~. I ~. Br. 8). She
also r~inded the ~ission that no decision had ~o far been ta en on the
establishMent of a fund for voluntary contributions to assist in rinancin~ the
activities of the Year. In her opinion, such a decisio vas vita to the succus

the Year.

31. .he COmlllission approved the draft propor8l""'\e 'With the amen ent and correetiol'\S
il icated in the folloving para~raphs.

~ The first part of the introduction to the draft pro~r& e, ~ ch 'Was a
quotation of the fifth preambular parap,ranh of the Declaration on the ~limination

of Discrimination ~ainst ~~men (Ceneral Assembly resolution 2~~~ (~XII)) vas
p,iyen in full:

"Considering that discril::lination ap:8inst 'W'Onen is incOl patible vith
hu~n di~nity and 'With the 'Welfare of the familY and of societv, prevents
t..!!ir 'Darticipation, on equal terns ..,ith men, in the politiral, social,
economic and cultural life of their countries and is ~n ob ta e to the fUll
development of the potentialities of war.en in the service of th r countries
and of hucanity."

"B. In !ubpa.r&lU'sph 8 (c), the \lOrds equal f1-e."V for \fere inserted betvpen the
words "right to" and "\lork of equal value".

'311. SUJo.puagraph 8 (r), under section C ("Peace") becl!r.'le the flrst
lJubparuraph - 8 (r) - under section B ( lIDeveloprl.ent"L the su') auent subparaar1rhS

veY'e renumbered sccordindy.

~5. Under section C, the Hords "and atlsrtheid and racial discrimination' vere
added at the end of ite"! (i) of sUbpawraph B (u). This subtlarap:raph then bec8t'1!
-subparagraph B (r) and the follo\lin~ 8ubpsraf!raphs "ere renumbered accordin.d"'·

~(. SUbpara~raph B (9) vas renlaced by the folloyin~:

'(!.) Participation of 'Won:.en in a safeguarding of peace \lhich 'Would promv~~
econonic, social, cultural and political conditi ns that contribute to the
adv ncement of the status ot wonen and men;".

31. In subpara/lTaph 8 (v), the \lords "havin", dUfl r
'or.-intervention in their domestic affairs" were in
:J:o~ countries".

ard for their
erted after + e

overeigntY and
\lods ideas

3 At t:hfl
!l part II

eni of pe.rapra'Dh 10, the \lords "on
(11 bjectives and ~oals"), section

this section" were replaced b.v
) "("Develo'!Jrll.ent above.

~. I pe.ragraph 17, the \o'Ords "and responsibilities" 'Were inserted etween t I!

vor "vo en I s ri I"hts" and "and the causes".
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40. A new paraprapl1 30 was inserted. readinp.: as follows:

"30. An apoeal should be r.18de to GoverMents of countries in the
different re~ions to e9ta~lish re~ional conmissions on the status of WOMen
and to or~ani~e within.existinv intergover~ental and similar orRanizations.
rro~r es for \.tomen all:'led at their full inteFration in national and redonal
develo~pnt which would:

"Ca) Place snecial emohasis on relievin~ the burdens and increasin~

the economic output of rural women enRa~ed in agriculture, on providin~

facilities for food preservation and orocessin~. on child carp and also
on providin~ co-operative education,

"(b) Co-operate with interested United Nations bodies,
inter~overnmental and non-~overnmental orvaniz8tions. particularly vith
the COI,."iS5ioo on the Status of Hornen;

tI(e) Provide in industrialized areas advice and services aimed at
improvin working conditions, family life and partici~ation in all aspects
of rt 'ional developllent."

e followinp' paraP.t'aphs were renU1!lbered accordin~ly.

1. SOllle representatives felt that the oral
paragraph 30 should be submitted in vritinll.
"tOte under rule 51 of the rules of nrocedure
.eonOlllic and ~ci fU Council. The motion vas
3 abstentions.

aJT1endnent to introduce a new
The Chairman therefore called for a

of the Functional Commissions of the
rejected by 2 votes to 11, vith

112. In paraFrar'h 33. the vords "reRionll1 econortic cOl'l!llissions and ll were 8l!Iended to
read "regional interl2;Overnmental organizations, repion.&! economic cOlTlis5i~s and".
'''e \lords "prol7r8Illl"les and offices" were replaced by "pro~ammes and cOrlllisSlons
or offices".

~30 In para,..raph 34 the vards "the adootion of an international. instrUl'lent 0: ..
Instl'\llllenta" "ere replaced by lithe elaboration of a new internatlonal convention
,.. In paragraph 35 the vords "in order to

replaced by 'to adopt a declaration".

elaborate a United Nations instrument"

,50 A Centred
lnsened above

headimr reBdinQ'
':lara~raph 3c.

"Recretariats of the United Nations svsten" vas

Parsp:raph 39 , sUbpara.ll:raphs (a) I (b). and (e). litre anended to rea~

I'(a} Eliminating from their ovn staff reP:U1ations and sdministrat~ve
Procedures and provisions or practices which may be discriminatorY a~alnst
v<x:en;

"(b) Or.;aniz.ine: more extensive traininR and refresher courses for IlJtarf
~embers;

lI(c) Associatin'l: interested staff members in the ir.lpleonentatil"lrl of the
International \oronen I s Year pro"8tlIlDes ".
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Consideration of craft resolutions 8n~ voti~

41. At its 621th meetin 9 on 31 January 1974, the C~i9sion considered a 1ratt
resolution on the proF.t'8."De for the International \o7ornen'e Year as it appeoared in
paragraph 9 of the report of t~e '~r~in~ Group e!tablished f~r t at ~Jrpose

(E/cN.~/5tl8).

4e. At the same ~eetin~, the Core=ission a~nroved by consensus + ~

the Year as amended. It also apnroved, by 20 votes to noM", \11th
the draft resolution for adoption 'bY the EconOJ:'Jic an~ oei&! unCI
text, see chapter I, craft resolution I~

r P:ra.......e tor
abst~ntions ,

Lr:-or the

bl consel1SUs
!!'or the

49. In explainin~ :lis votes, the renresentative of the Union f' Soviet Socialist
Republics said that he had abstained on the vote to adont the pr~p:r~ e for the
International Honen's Year because of the uncertainty which his cleleFation felt
about pararraphs 29 and 31 ot the Workin~ Group's repJrt, ~hic~ ha pen 11aced in
square brackets (see para~raph 29 above). He also felt, as did also t~~

representative of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, that the new
pararraph 30 proposed orallv by the representatives of France, Liberia and ~i,eri8

should have been SUbmitted in \lTitin~ to al10\l ~embers of the rornission more ti~e

to study the text. The representative of Japan said that she had acstained in the
vote owing to the larpe nU!"lber of oral amenClents llhich yere made to their 0\10

report by some of the me~bers of the '·'orkin~ Group.

50. At its 627th and 628th meetinp's the Coru'lission consf:!erpd 3raft' r solution
ell .6/L.675. In introduciM the draft resolution on behalf of U:e nsors which
al included Indonesia, Jaran, Kenya and Nigeria, the re~resertativ of Liberia
emrl~sized the importance of establis~in~ a fund for volunt·v ~ ntri~uti ns to
assIst in financinP, tt.e activities for the Internatio~al '~en ~ Year.

51. In replyinr, to a juestion posed by the representative of t~e Union of ~oviet

Socialist Fepublics concerninF operative parapraph 2 of the draft resolution. t~e

representative of the Secretary-General stated that the ~ecret8rv-Cener8lvas
authorized to accept voluntary funds from private individual. hi procedure h~
been followed in similar cases and, in fact, one such contributio" for the Year tJad
already been accepted.

52. The representatives of Guinea and the Philippines announced that their
countries had joined the sponsors of the draft resolution.

53. At its 628th ~eetinp', on 1 February 1974, the Co~ission ap~roved
the draft resolution for adoption by the Economic ~nd Social Council.
text, see chapter I, draft resolution II~7

54. At the same meetin~, the Co~ission consijered draft resolutirn
fIe .(,/L.(.)f!Rev.2. Tt vas introduced by the renresentative of the l'nited u,+es

of America on behalf of the sponsors whic,", were Chile, Colombia, Costa Fica, t~
Dominican Repu~lic, Kenya, Liberia, fiqeria, the D~ilippines, T~ai18nd and the
United 'ta~es of Ar.erica.

55. The representative of the US~R introduced amendM~nts (F/CN.~/L.659) to the
draft resol~tion. Pe said that his dele~ation had doubts as to whether the en~
C .. Id ak r· . . al conferOMmlSSIOn cou m e a InanClal commitMent to or~anize an internatlOn nd
after the Econo~ic and Social Council had approved its calendar of conferenceJ a
after funds for the next budgetary period had been approved.
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56. SpeaUng on ~eha.lf of the suon~ors of the draft resolution. the renresentative
of the United ~tates accepted the flrst USRR ~en~ent to add a nev par~~raph

tet....een the first and l!Ieeond pre8Illbular para,raohs of the i1.raft. She said that she
.uld also su rt thf" second 8l""endJr.e-nt providinH that it vas J:>rooosed as an

a: 1i i to t onerative paran-aphs of the draft. rather than as a reub.c ent
'er thell..

7. An oral od'''ication va!'; tropoeed by Greece concernirm: the second U~SR

eenl!tent. vher"'b the bell'inninj:!; of the quoted passa,lle would read "RevieW' of the
situation" in. t ad of "The situation ll

• Hovever. she stated that her 8l!lendl'll.ent
stood only if tl.e S'Donsors vould a,cp-ee to add the para~aTlh to the draft resolution
u the represpntative of the United Rtates had Just sup~ested. The representative
et the ml$R id that his delegation could not a"ee to that sUPQ;estion.

5. "'he representative of the United Kin,lldom sul;mitted an oral amendment to the
second USSR aJ'len~ ent to delete the entire phrase after the vords Uot the Second
t'tvelo~ent D~ade". _his anendMent vas sUbseouently vithdravn.

59. The second 1 8l:l.endr.:ent 'Vas rejected by the Commission by 14 votes to 3.
vith 12 abstention!.

"c. In diseussinp; the conference proposed in tr,e draft resolution sOllle embers of
the Co""l"lission eXtlressed concern about the administrative and financial imolications
Which appeared in a note by the ~ecretarv-General (E/cN. 6/L. 674). Other members
dso expresser concern that the \lords "by a reorderinp; of priorities from within
avai1A.ble resource"" in operative nara(ll'anh 2 of the draft mi~ht adversely aftect
the priority ~iven to technical assistance protn'8.1'IllIes requiriM urgent
1 plementation il"l developinp: countries. In this connexion. the renresentative of

10nesia proposed to ddete the 'lOrds "by a reorderinp: of nriorities". ThiB
I::endl-ent vas S !':Muently \lithdravn. The representative of the Secretary-General
~inted out that s) rees of funds tor technical co-o-oeration activities were
separate and inden n It ot funds that ,",culd be allocated to cover the costs of

e rroposed c nre .nee.

1. A /treat nwber of representatives supoorted the prooosRl for an international
eonrer··~ce in 1:175 as the main focal point of the Year and expressed the hope that
, e .;)«,cretary-General vould nake sufficient funds available. A few representativ~1I
~ped that the conr~rence vould be held in a developinr, country. The representatlve
er ColOJTl.bia announced that her Goverment vas ofterinp to host the international
~nrerence. In 'Varmly thankinp; the representative of Colombia,. t~e . Chail'J"an n~ted
t:at other interested Governments vho 'Vere considerinr the DOSS1blllty of host1nt'::
tlte conference \rere still free to extend an invitation.
,

On the request of the representative of the Dominican Rep
1'Ote vq t en on draft resolution E/C~.6/L.658/Rev.2. At its
"'Qission llpproved the draft resolution, as er.ended, by 21 vo
~ eDtior.s. The votin~ \lSS as fo110vs

blic, a roll-cal1
628th meetin~ the

to 3. lrith

In favour: Ar.!l'entina Canada Chile China, C01ODbia, Cnsta Rica. ')oninlcan
~- ", . i .car~a
hc, Egypt, Creece, India. Indonesia. Japan, Yenva. L1 r , .1 . •

ll'eris, ~OI"lay, Philippines, Thailand, United Kin,codom ot ':ireat Ir1taln and
rthern Ireland, United States of A!!lerica.

,_ " b1" Hun-ary, Union of Soviet
~a1nst: Byelorussian ~oviet Socialist Repu lC. ~

:>cialist RepUblic

Ahstentions:

_'For th text. see

B F CU1"ne., ~0T!l8nia. Zai re.e1riUE. Finland, ranee.

chapter I. draft resolution III~7
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Ill. CONSIDERATION OF ffiOPOOALS CONCERNIIIl A NE\' I'STRUME'rl'
OR INSTRUMENTS OF INTERNATIONAL LAW TO ELINI"ATE
DISCRIMlNATIOF AGAINST~ 22/

63. The Commission considered ite~ 4 of its agenda at its 61~th to ~16th and
618th meetin~s.

64. It had before it a working paper prepared by the Secretary-General
(E/CN.6/573) which, in accordance with Commission resolution 5 (XXIV), took into
account the vievs or proposals of Governments concerninF the nature and content
or a Dew instrument or instruments of international law to eliminate 1iscri ination
ap;sinst 'WOmen.

65. The Commission based its consideration of this item on the reoort of the
Working Group (E/CN.6/S74) established under resolution 5 (XXIV). with the candate
to "bep;in york on the preparation of a new drart instrument or instrwlf'nts ... in
the light of the Governl!'.ents I replies and of the Secretary-Gl!'neral' s rl"port".

66. As provided by the resolution, the Workin~ Group met five days before the
beginning of the twenty-fifth session of the Commission and vas composed of the
following 15 Commission members elected by the Economic and Social Council at its
l8S6th and l611th meetings: Canada, Chile. Colombia, the Dominican Republic,
Egypt, Finland, Hun~ary. Indonesia. 23/ Liberia. 23/ Ni~eria. the Philippines,
the Union of Soviet Socialist Reoublics. the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, the United States of America and Zaire.

Proceedin~s of the Workin2 Group

61. The Working Group held 11 meetin~s from 7 to 11 and on 18 January 1914.
At its first meetin~. the \lorkinp: Group unanimously elected the followinR officers"
Chairman, Licelott d~ Barrios (Dominican Republic); Vice-Chairman, Panna Eokor
(Hungary); Rapporteur. Aziza Hussein (EKypt).

68. The Working Group also unanimously adopted at its first meetin~ the
provisional agenda (E/CN.6/AC.l/L.l). drawn up by the Secretary-General. which
included two substantive items. as follows:

"1. Consideration of proposals concerninp; a new instrument or instrtments

of international lav to eliminate discrimination a~ainst vome~

"2. Pr'p8ration of a new instrwtent or instruments."

69. At its second meetin~ the WbrkinR Group decided by consensus to recommend'
the Commission on the Status of Women the preparation of a draft sin~le

2~ Summary records of the discussion of this item vere provided.

23/ tt nd the__ The representatives of Indonesia and Liberia vere unable to a e
meetings of the ~orkin~ Group.
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comprehensive convention on the elimination of discrimination aRainst women without
prejudice to recommendations concerninJ?; the preparation of any future instrument
(or instruments) \Jhich mip;ht be elabora.ted either by the United Nations or by
the snecialized agencies, especially as re~ards discrimination in specific fields.

10. The Working fJroup had before it the vorkinR pe.~er of the Secretary-General
(E/CN.6/573) sw::::.arizinc the replies of Governr'lents with respect to the
tlaboration of ~ nev instrument or instruments of international lay to eliminate
discri~ination ap:ainst vomen and revievinp; also the possible content of such
instrument or instruments. An annex to the vorkin$l: paper contained the text of a
dratt convention prepared by the Philippines in response to the Secretary-General's
invitation to Member States to transmit their viev8 or proposals concernin,ll: the
nature and content of a ne\l instrument or instruments (ibid. J annex I). The
~ilippine representative stated hovever that the views of the Philippines
contained therein vere of a preliminary nature and should in no way bind the
~ilippine Government at this stage.

71. The representative of the USSR submitted to the Workinp; Group a draft
convention on the elimination of all forms of discrimination ar.ainst vomen
(E/cN.6/AC.l/L.2) .

12, In order that the Workin,ll: Group vould ha.ve a. vorkinp; paper for a draft
convention, the representatives of the Philippines and the USSR submitted a common
draft of the general provisions. including the definition of the term
'discrimination ~ainst \lomen" and of the substantive articles of the draft
convention, and 'Proposed that the title should read: "Draft convention on the
elimination of all forns of discrimination ~ainst women" (see E/CH. 6/AC .l/L. '4 and
Corr.l. E/CN.6/AC.l/L.4/Add.l/Rev.l. E/CN.6/AC.l/L.4/Add.2-4). Draft propooalo
coocernin~ the measures of impleoentation of the draft convention were submitted
by the representativ~s of Egypt. Ni~eria and zaire (E/CN.6/AC.l/L.5). The
\Iorkinn Group used these texts as basic documents.

Issues discussed in the Commission

13. In introducing the report of the W'orkin~ GroU'P (E/CN.6/57~) the .Ra port ,ur
n~ed that the Group had studied the vievs of Governments submltted ln compllance
vlth resolution 5 (XXIV) of the Commission and summarized bV the Secretary-General
in his working paper (E/Ctl.6/573), and had presented to the .Ce;mmi~sion t~e text of
a draft convention on the elimination of all forms of discrlm1natlon aRa1nst.
vo=en. The Rapporteur explained that the Working Group had been greatly ass1sted
in its t~sk by the aforenentioned dra~t submitted Jointly by the representatives.
ot the Philippines and the USSR and that, where there was disa.n'eement, alternat1ve
er additional proposals appeared in square brackets in the report of the \lorkin'"
~rour·

14. During the debate in the COlllllission several TetlTesentatives noted that they
netded more time to 8tUdy the draft convention and its relationship to other
conventions. The opinion was expressed that the COlllllission should have a F'::nera.l
~i,cussion on the question of vhether or not there vas a need. for ~ conventlon
~rore it attempted to consider the individual articles contalned ln the renort
ot the Workinp; Group.
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15. Many representatives expressed the op1n10n that the Declaration on the
Eli~ination of Discrimination against Women, thouFh cornnrehensive, ha~ no bindi~

character, and therefore a siD~le comprehensive convention ~uld be very desirable.

16. Some representatives drew the attention of the Comr.ission to t~e ~all nUDber
of ratifications of the existing international conventions on wo en's ri~hts and
underlined the necessity to appeal to Governments to ratify and to adhere to all
of these as 800n as po8sible.

17. As far as the content of a single comprehensive convention vas c)ncerned,
many representatives expressed the opinion that the new convention shoulo avoid
detailed and specific provisions in order to encoura~e the maximum number of
ratifications.

18. The view vas expressed that, subject to certain impor·ant but co~atively

~inor modifications and aoendments, the Declaration on tne F.11Minatl~ of
Discrimination ~ainst Women fulfilled the criteria for an acce~table convention.
The temptation to add more detailed clauses to the Declaration hou11 ~e

resisted~ so as to avoid difficulties for countries which wished to apply the
general provisions in different vays. The opposite opinion vas also expressed,
however, that, though some of the provisions of the proposed draft convention mi¥ht
not be acceptable to all countries because of their existin~ le~islations, the
convention should be seen as a challenge and national legislatinn. should in
course of time be broup.ht into conforwity with those provisions.

19. It vas also said that some of the articles proposed for the draft convention
in the report of the Workin~ Group were wider in scope than the existing ILO
conventions. This vas considered natural in view of the tim~ that had elapsed
since their adortion and of the fact that women had in the meanti~e i~proved their
status and acquired more riRhts.

80. As regards the privileges, benefits and ~rotection to be ~ccorded to vo~n,
the opinions of representatives were divided. So~e ~mbers did not consider that
women should be given special privileges, or protection, which had often resultei
in discrimination against them. They believed that women should press for equal
rights and opnortunities vith men, not special treatment. Others considered
that it would hardly be possible to deprive women of the special nrivile~es and
benefits to which they were already entitled under the ILO and UNESCO conventions,
and that it vas the duty of States to protect women as mothers and to ensure the
physical and moral health of future penerations. It was also pointed out that
women in many countries had won the rip~t to such Drivile~es, benefits and
protection after a lon~ struR~le and should not now'be 'eprived of tte~. Other
representatives stressed that maternity cust be viewed as a social function and
should be pr~tected by the State.

81. ~'ith respect to the imple~ntation of the draft convention it was noted that
8o~e representatives in the Working Group had sur~ested the establishment of a
committee to review the a~plication of the convention while others felt that tbe
Commission itself should assume that responsibility. 'S~e Commission mer.bers
f~8red that the creation of a committee would deprive the Commission of competence
wlth respect to the application of the convention and this mirht be used as an
excuse to do away with the Commission.
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82. Several representatives expressed the viev that the adoption of a convention
on elimination of all forms of discrimination against vomen in 1975 vould be a
valuable contribution to the International Women's Year. other representatives
argued that suc~ an objective, thou~h laudable in itself, vas unrealistic •
•bile so~e re~resentatives stated that they v~re very satisfied vith the vork
of the Work in Group. despite the limited time it had had at its disposal, others
expressed the viev that the result of the Workin~ Group's deliberations vere
disappoint!n, ince consensus had been reached on only a fev articles.

83. It vas pointed out that the amendments vhich had been SUbmitted to the
?hilippine- T R vorki~ paper had not been adopteo1 by the llorking Group and
appeared in square brackets in the rf"port. The CODlDission 1I8.S asked to examine
these texts carefully, since some representatives felt that their inclusion would
veaken the draft convention. and lower the standards set. The Commission vas
also ureed to 0 beyond the standards set by existing lLO conventions. Other
representat~ves stressed that on the contrary the texts a~pearing in square
trackets should not be re~arded as amen~ents. but as alternative texts with equal
status and eaual value I in view of the fact that no vote had been taken in the
ilorkine Grou nor had a consensus been reached on them.

~ecisions, consideration of draft resolution and votinr

At its l15th etin~, on 24 January 1974 , the Cotmrission decided in
principle, by a vote of 22 to none, with 4 abstentions, that a single
c~rehensive draft convention should be prepared~ without prejudice to the
preMration of any future instrument or instr~ents which mh'ht be elaborated
either by the United t'ations or by the soecialized agencies dealing vith
discrimination in specific fields. .

85. The Couission noted at the same meetin,g; that the 'rlorHnp; Group had decided
not to vote on any articles. Where the Workinp, Group did not reach a consensus
and alternative texts were proposed or recomoendations made or reservations
expressed, that ~as reflected in connexion with the relevant articles. The
Co~ission noted also that some proposals were incorporated in articles or the .
·Jorking paper prepared by the Philippines and the USSR and that several Blternatlve
rropOSals were shown in square brackets in the report of the \o1orkin~ Group. ThE"
text resulting from the Working Group's deliberations is reproduced in
naragraph 91 below.

86. Belgium, Canada. Chile~ Colombia, Costa Rica and France submitted a draft
resol~tion (E/CN.6/L.667), of vhich Liberia subseouently became a.co~sponsor.

Introducin~ the draft resolution at the 6l8th meeting of the COttlf"llSSlOn the
~pre8entative of Colombia proposed that the draft convention should be sent :0 )
Governments for study and comment so as to enable the Commission to adopt a flna
text at its tventy-sixth session.

87. Many representat ives supported that proposal. It va.s stated. hovever, that
the report of the Workin'" Group (E/cN.6/574) needed so~e clarification before

r> •• th t thebeing sent to Govern~ents. Some representatives expressed the opinion •
draft convention should be sent to Governments vith the texts in square brackets
retained. tOp'ether \lith the record of the discussion in the CQI':II!lission. ther
refTesentatives felt that the report shoul"! be forvarc!ed vit.,out the square
brackets. till another viev vas that the souare brackets be dl"leted, I)ut tha
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the names of the dele~ations that had put forward alternative texts be added.
In view of the fact that there had been a consensus in the Workin~ Group not to
give the names of representatives proposinp amendments to the oripinal text that
idea vas not supported by the Commission.

88. The majority of representatives vere of the opinion that the C~i!sion as
a whole vas not yet ready to discuss the ~raft convention article by article as
there voul~ not be enough tice to complete the consideration of it.

89. At its 6l8th ceetin,~ on 25 January 1974, the Commission unanimously adOtlted
the draft reso1ution~ as revised by the sp£.nsors (E/CN.6/L.6671Rev.1). {ror the
text, see chapter XII, resolution 1 (XXV)~/

90. The representative of Hunp;ary drew attention to para.c:raTlh ""A of the report of
the Working Group, on the question of re~latinp; the relationshin of the t1ropesed
new convention to existin~ conventions. In the absence of any objection, it vas
agreed that the draft articles which would be sent to Governments should be
supplemented by the draft provision protlosed by Hungary on this question
(see additional paragraph of article 11 below).

91. The draft articles resulting from the deliberations of the workin~ Grout! and
the decisions of the Commission outlined above are as follows:

DRAFT CONVENTION ON THE ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS F
DISCRIMINATION AGAINST I«lMEN 24/

PREAMBLE

The States Parties to this Convention.

Notinp that the Charter of the United Nations reaffirmed faith in
fUndamental human rights, in the dignity and 'Worth of the human person
and in the equal rifl,hts of t!len and woI!len,

Convinced that the full development of every country and the welfare
of the world require the creation of the essential conditions for the
maximum participation of women in all fields of government and public lire,

Bearin~ in mind that the scientific and technical revolution has
broadened the possibilities for the use of fe~ale labour and the improvement
of their skills,

Bearin$!; in mind the great contribution made by women to the creation er
the oaterial and spiritual values of society, the social significan~e of
moth~rhood and the role of women in the family and, in particular, 10 the
reanog of children.

24/ Some representatives preferred the s~ title as that of the
Declaration on the Elimination of Discri~ination against ~~men.
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Consi~erin~ that the Universal Declaration of Human P.i~hts affirms
the principle of the inadIdssibilitv of discritt10.!!.tion !.nd nrochi!!ls that
all human beings are born free and equal in dimity and rivhts an~ that
everyone is entitled to all the ri~hts and freedoms set forth th~rein,

vithout iistinction of any kind includin~ distinction based on sex.

Considerin~ that under the International Covenants on Human Riphts
8tates ~ ve the obligation to secure the equal right of men and vomen to
enjoy all economic. social. cultural I civil and 'POlitical rifl:hts ,

Considerin~ that discrimination ~ainst vomen is contrary to the
urinciple of eouality of rights and is incompatible vith the hucan dil1nity
of vomen, is an obstacle to the particioation of vOQen, on equal ter~s vith
~D. in the political. social. economic and cultural life of their countries.
h8l!lpers the FTovth of the tlTosperity of society end the family and ~e9
more difficult the full development of the potentialities of voren in the
service of their countries and of humanity,

Concerned at the continued existence in many parts of the vorld of
discrimination 8~ainst yornen,

Considerin2 the Conventions concluded under the auspices of the United
Nations and its specialized avencies. and

Considerin~ the resolutions. declarations and reco~ndations adopted
by them vith a view to promotinp; equality of rights of men and vorcen.

Determined to take all necessary measures to eliminate as rapidly a8
possible all discrimination aFainst vomen.

Desirinn to co-operate in ~ivin~ effect to the principles set forth in
the Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination a«ainst Women,

Pave aveeed upon the folleving:

Alternative text of the preamble

JtonsiderinlZ that the people of the United Nations reaffirm their faith
in fundamental human rights. in the di~nity and vorth of the hUlllan person
and in the equal rip;hts of nen and vomen,

Con8iderin~ that the Universal De~laration of Human Rights.asserts the
principle of non-discrimination and proclaims that all ~wr.an ~~~st~:l~o~~e
free and equal in di~ity and ri~hts and that everyone 18 ent t .
riQJlts and freedorns set forth therein. without distinction of any kind,
inclUding any distinction as to sex,

T . d I ations conventions andakinR: into account the resolut lons. ec ar • . d' d
recommendations of the United Nations and the specialized ap.enc7es e~l~le
to eliminate all forms of di8~rimination and to promote equal rl«hts .or
~n and vomen •
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Concerned that, de5pite the Charter of the United Nations. the Universal
Declaration of Human RiQ;hts, the International Covenants on Jiuman Rioll;hts and
other in8tr~ents of the United Nations and the specialized 8F,encies and
despite the progress made in the m~tter of equality of ri~hts. there contin~s

to exist considerable discrioination against vo~n,

Considerin~ that discrimination against vo~en is incompatible with
human dignity end vith the velfare of the family and of society. ~revents

their participation on equal terms with men, in the political. social,
econotlic and cultural life of their countries and is an obstacle to the full
development of the potentialities of vomen in the service of their countries
and of humanity.

Bearin~ in mind the great contribution made by women to social.
political, economic and cultural life and the part they play in the fllDlily
and uarticularly in the rearing of children.

Convinced that the full and complete development of a country. the
welfare of the world and the cause of peace require the maximum participation
of women as men in all fields.

Considerin~ that it is necessary to ensure the universal reco~ition

in law and in fact of the principle of eauality of ~en and voeen.

Solemnly uraclaio this Declaration~7

G~ERAL PROVISIONS

Article 1

In this Convention, the term "discrimination against women shall r:ean
any distinction. exclusion or restriction made on the basis of sex which r.as
the effect of or the puruose of nullifyin~ the recognition, enjeyment or
exercise of human rip;hts and fmdsJrental freedoms in the political. eCODCX!'ic,
social, cultural or any field of public life.

Alternative text of article I

LThe term. "discrimination" for the purposes of this Convention shall
rean any distinction. exclusion, restriction or preference which has the
purpose or effect of nullifyinv. or imuairin~ the recognition, enjoyoent or
exercise by women. on an equal footin~ with men. of hunan rivhts and
fundamental freedoms in the political econOMic social cultural or any. _...
other field of public lire~

Article 2

States Parties condemn discrimination against women and undertake to
pursue by all appropriate means and without delay a policy of eliminating
discri~ination a~ainst women in all its fo~s. denying or limitin~ as it d~s
their equality of rights with ~en. and to this end:
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(e) Each State Party shall prohibit and brin~ to an end. by all
approrriate ~eans. includin~ le~islation. discriminetion against vanen and
undertake to establish adequate le~al protection for equal rights of men
and vo~en, and to give effect to the ri~hts recovnized in this Convention
where existin~ le~islative or other measures are not sufficient for the
puroo e and in particular: each State Party shall e~body the principle of
equality of ri~hts in its Constitution, it not yet incorporated, or shall
guarantee ~y lav, the practical realization ot this principle;

(b) Ach State Farty undertayes to en~8Pe in no act or nractice ot
discri ination ~ainst vo~en and to ensure that pUblic authorities and public
institution , national and local, shall act in conformity vith this
ot·1i "at;:' n

(c) Each State Party undertakes not to sponsor, deten~ or support
discril ination against yomen by any person or or~anizati~ns;

(d) Each State Party shall take all apnropriate measures, includin~

le~islation, to nullify or abolish existin~ lays, customs, re~ulation8 and
pr,ctices which are discriminatory to vomen.

Alternative text of article 2

/States Parties condemn discrimination ~ainst women and undertake to
pursue by all appropriate nans and vi thout delay a policy of eliminatin'"
discrirdnation a~ainst vomen in all its forms, denyiDR: or liniting as it
does t eir equality of ri~hts vith men~7

Article 3

ttates Parties shall undertake, in the social, economic, cultural and
other fields, all appropriate measures to ensure the adequate develoumeDt
and advancement of women, for the purpose of ~aranteeinp; them the exerche
and enjoYtnent of human rip:hts and fundamental freeJoms on a basis of equality
."ith :en.

Article L ?11
1. The establishrlent of snecial temporary conditions for voeen aimed lit
establishin~ de facto equality shall not be considered discriminatory.

2. Measures undertaken for the protection of ~meD lit certain branches of
York du~ to their physical nature and for the LPromotion ~f ~he veltare o~
moth~r!/ gfJ shall not be interpreted as violating the pr1nc1ple of equal1ty
of ri~ht8 of men and vomen.

?i/ Several r.ler;bers of the Jorkin~ Group proposed the deletion ot this
article.

26/ One representative eXDressed reservatimls concernin, this nhrase.
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Article 5

1. States Parti~s shall tare all appropriate neasures to pducate public
opinion and to direct national asuirations towards the eradication of
prejudice and the abolition of customary and all other rractices which are
based on the idea of the inferiority of vomen. or on stereotyped roles for
wo~en, and for the recopnition that the protection of motherhood is a COmbm

interest of the entire society which should bear responsibil'ties for it.

[2. Any advocacy of the suneriority of one sex over the oth~r and of
discrimination on the basis of sex shall be prohibited by lav~7 27/

Alternative text of article 5

~tates Parties shall take all appropriate measures to educate public
opinion and to direct national aspirations tovards the eradjct:ion of
prejudices and the abolition of customary and all other practices which are
based on the idea of the inferiority of women. or on stereotyped roles for
women.!]

Article 6

Each State Party agrees to repeal all prOVlslons of national penal
codes vhich constitute discrimination a~ainst vo~en.

Article 7

Each State Party a,;rees to take all appropriate measures, includinp:
legislation, to combat all forms of traffic in woren and eX'Oloitation of
prostitution of vomen.

POLITICAL RIGIITS

Article 8

States Parties shall undertake all appropriate measures to ensure to
vomen on equal terms with Iten, without any discrimination, equal
opportunities to participate in the political and public life of the countrY.
and in particular:

(a) To vote in all elections and be eligible for election to all
publicly elected bodies·

Cb) To participate in the formulation of ~ovemment policy and he
administration thereof and to hold pUblic office at the national and lOC~
levels,

27/ Sooe representatives
this paragraph on the Frounds

u1 tion orprooosed the deletion or the refo" a
that it restricted freedom of speech.
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Cc) To vote in all public referenda:

(d) To participate in non-~overnmentalorpanizations and associations.

Article 9

1. States Parties shall ~rant vomen the s~e riphts as ~en to acquire,
chan~e or retain their nationality and shall require, in particular. that
neither rearriage of a woman to, nor dissolution of her marriaFe from, ~
alien nor the chan~e of nationality by her alien husband during marri~~e shall
aut matically change her nationality, render her stateless or force upon her
the nationality of her husband.

2. Each State Party aprees that a woman of foreign nationality..mo is
married to a national of its country may, at her request, acquire her
husband's nationality throURh specially privileged naturalization procedures;
the ~rant of such nationality may be subject to limitations as may be imposed
in the interests of national security or public policy.

AlterrJative text of article 9. t>arattaph 2

[2. E1Ch 'tate Party a~rees that:

(s) The alien husband or vife c,f one of its nationals may, at his or
her request, acquire the nationality of his or her spouse throuRh specially
privilege4 naturalization procedures; the ~rant of such nationality ~ay be
subject to such limitations as nay be imposed in the interests of national
security or nublic policy.

(b) The present Convention shall not be construed as affectinR any
~egisla~ion or Judicial practice by vhich t~e s.l~en husband o~ vife. of' o~e of
its natlonals may, at his/her request. acqUire h18/her spouse s n6,tlooallty
as a matter of ri~ht~7

[3. States Parties a~ree to grant vomen equal ripbts vith men to transmit
their nationality to their children~7 28/

SOCIAL A.~D D:ONOMIC RIGHTS

Article 10

Each State Party ap,rees to take all appropriate measur~s to ensure .
vomen, married or unmarried equal rights with men in the fleld of education,
vhich education shall be di;ected to the raIl development of the human
~rsonality and the sense of its di~i~y, and shall strengthen the respect
for hw=e.n ri,;hts and t"undamental freedoms and. in particular:

g§j Several representatives expressed reservations on this par~raph.
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(a) Equal conditions of access to. and study in educational
institutions ot all tyoes, in rural as veIl as in urban areas. includinp
universities, vocational. technical and professional ech x: 1 and tire-school
institt,;.tions

(b) The S8l'le choice of curricula, the 88! e examinati ns, tel'1chin'l; starr
vith qualifications of the s~e standard, and school ~r ~1_e3 and ~quipment

of th~ same quality, vhether the institutions ar~ co-educational or not

(c) Equal opportunities to benefit from scholarships and other study
grBl"lts

(d) Equal opportunity for access to pro~rammes of continuin~ educatioo,
including adult literacy programMes

(e) Acc~ss to educational information to help in
and vell-being of families. this to include infor-ation

Article 11

suri U,e health
:l fuily planoin.,

The States Parties shall adopt all necessary ~easur~s to ensure to
wom~n. married or unmarried, the same rights and op'Portunities as men in the
field of employment and other social and economic activity and, in part1cu1&T~

(a) Th~ rip;ht to vork, which includes the rip'ht of all persons to an
opportunity to earn their livelihood by vork which the:v freely cheose or to
Vhich they freely consent and the ri~t to be emnloyed in their field or
specialization in accordance with their level of qualifications'

(b) The ri~t to take employr.ent and to continue t r activity in the
labour force and in professions irrespective of marital status or of lIpouse's
consent;

(c) The right to equal remuneration vith men for york of eouRl val~e
IllS defined by the relevant Convention of the International Labour Organiutioe
on the subject

(d) The riF.ht. without discrimination on p;rounds of sex, to receive
equal initial or basic vocational traininR for preparatio~ for ereplo~nt,

and advanced training on an eoual footin!'; vith men for promotion anti 1D t~e
event of chanlZ€'s i!!. the conditions of production or technical advances and,
vhere necessary, ~free retrainin~7 29/ and restoration of levels of
qualification aft~r an enforced interruption result in,. fr' the fulfilmeot
by women of their maternal oblip;ations:

(e) An equal right to paid annual leave and to Mterial securi~y io
case of unemployment, sickness, disability, old aP:e or other incapacl Y to)
york; an equal ri"ht to old-age pension covera~e, option f~r a laYer
pensionable aRe and a shorter period of eMployment for the avard of a nen~iQIl
being established in the case of vo~n;

(f) The right to receive family allovance on equal ter~s vith men~

~/ {opportunity for retraining7.
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(~) The entitlement of women who are employed for an incomplete
vorkin~ day or n incornnlete vorkin~ week, and Yho receive payment in
proportion to the time Yorked or on the basis of outnut, to rights. nrivile~es
and benefits on the same basis as those granted to rull-tille Yorkere.

Alternative +ext lQ/

11. States Parties shall adopt all anpronriate measures to ensure to wmen.
~ried or Jl1t!1e.rried, equal ril;l'hts with m~n in the field of economic and
social life nd. in particular:

(a) The ri~ht. without discrimination on ~ounds of fl'arital status or
any other frounde, to receive vocational trainin;;. to work. to free choice
of profession and empl~ent and to professional and vocational advancement;

(b)
treatnent

The right to equal remuneration with ~en and to eouality of
in resnect of work of equal value

(c)
security
to work

'!'he rip:ht
in respect

to leave with pay, retirement ~rivile~es and provision for
of unenployment. sickness. old aFe or other incapacity

(d) The ri,;ht to receive family allovances on equal terns with men.

2. In order to prevent discrimination BFainst wo~en on account of rearria~e
or ~aternity and to ensure their effective ri~t to work States Parties shell
undertake measures:

(a) ~o prevent the dis~issal in the event of merriape or maternity;

(b)
guarantee

To encourage the provision of naid maternity leave with the
of returning to former employment;

(c) To encourage the provision of the necessary supportive social
services~7

Article 12 311

States Parties undertake to nrogressively adopt all necessary measures
to ensure protection for women workers and. in particular:

ITa) To restrict the employment of wo~en workers in heavy_labour
under-workin~ conditions that are physically harmful to vo~en~1 ~I

(b) To provide appropriate workin'" conditions for preRQant .women
nursing mothers, includinP,. where necessary. their transfer to IlP.hter
vith retention of the earn inKs received in their previous employoent;

and
work

301 This text was proposed in substitution of articles 11. 12. 1~ and 14.

1!1 One representative proposed the deletion of this article. See also
foot-note 30 above.

321 Some representatives were not in favour of this clause.
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(c) To rrant adequate maternity leave with pay equiValent to their
earnings and without loss of the job held;

(d) To prohibit the dismissal of vomen Who are takin~ mate~ity leave
and the dismissal of vomen because they are pre~ant or are nursing a child;

(e) To grBJlt nursinp; mothers additional paid vork breaks to nurse their
infants;

(f) To make provision for RTanting mothers paid leave to care for si~

children;

(g) To Rrant women free medical care durin~ preKOancy. confine~nt

and the post-natal period;

(h) Special assistance to mothers vith large families and uml'ed mothers.

Alternative text of article 12

[States Perties undertake prQRressively to adont all necessary
measures to ensure protection for vo~en vorkers and, in particular:

(a) To prohibit discrimination aRainst workin~ women because of
preRnancy, childbirth or maternity;

(b) To require that absence from ,",ark necessitated by complications of
prep,nancy and childbirth be treated for purposes of employment the same as
any other temporary disability is treated under the iav and in employer
practices:

for
(c) To encourage the granting of paid leave for parents of either sex

purposes of child care,

(d) To prohibit the dismissal of women who are takinR maternity leave
and the dismissal of women because they are pregnant or nursiny a child;

(e) To make provision for granting parents paid leave to care for sick
children;

(f) To encour~e the granting of free medical care to vomen during
pregnancy, confinement and the post-natal period;

(g) Special assistance to needy parents~7

Article 13 33/

The States Parties shall adopt all necessary measures to enable vaMen
to combine the fulfilment of family and maternal obligations with actiVity
in the labour force, in prOfessions and in public life and shal~ for that
purpose promote the establishment of special institutions. partlcularly

foot-not I'" above.
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institutions for the care of children of working mothers (creches,
kindergartens, extended day r,roups for school children, extra-scholastic
institutions and the like), either free or SUbject to a moderate char~e
for the care of the children.

Alternative text of article 13

!The States Parties shall encoura~e measures to enable parents to
combine fulfilment of family parental obli~ations with activity in the
labour force, in professions and in public life and shall for that purpose
pro~ote the establishment of child care facilities as needed as a
co-operativ, effort of (!overnment, business A.nd industry and oti,er
institutions and organizations in the private sector~7

ArtiCle l~ 33/

The prOVlSlons 2.,f articles 11, 12, 13 and_Ill shall apply to all vomen
without exception, !vho are gainfully employed! 34/ in State co-operative,
pUblic and private Institutions, industrial and non-industrial
enterprises and other orp:anizations in aRl"iculture and on plantations, and
also to women who perform for any organizations or individuals remunerated
work at home or vho are ~ainfully employed in domestic work.

Additional article

In order to safeRusrd the health and promote the vel fare of mothers,
States Parties shall undertake proFressively to provide for women in
connexion with their pregnancies, free medical fare which shall include
examination and treatment in the ante- and post-natal periods and during
confinement.

CIVIL AND FAMILY RIGHTS

Article 15

1. The States Parties shall accord to women equality with men before the
law.

2. The States Parties shall accord to women equal civil and le~al
capacity with men in all stages of procedure in courts and tribunals.

3. The States Parties agree that all contracts directed at restrictin~

the legal capacity of women shall be deemed null and void.

11. The States Parties shall accord men and women the same riRhts with
regard to the lay on the movement of persons and the freedom to choose their
residence.

34/ One representative proposed the deletion of these words on the
grounds that the provisions of the relevant articles should apply to all
women without this qualification.
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Article 16

1. The States Parties shall adopt all necessary measures to ensure the
full equality of women with men in all matters relatinp: to .arriage and
family relations, includin~:

(a) The same ri~ht as men to enter into the marria~e state

(b) The same right as men to free choice of a spouse and to enter
into marria~e only with their free and full consent;

(c) Equal rights and duties with reen durinR m~rriape and at its
dissolution; 35/

(d) Equal ri~ts and duties with men in catters
children except in case of her beinR a sinple parent.
interests of the children shall be paramount; 35/

relatinp, to their
In all cases the

(e) RecoRnitioD of equal riphts to be Ruardians and trustees, and
also of an equal ri~ht to adopt children

( r)
including

Provision
the right

in law for the eaual personal rinhts of ....en and women,
to choose a family name, urofession and occunation;

(B) Recolltlition of equal rights of men and women in respect of the
ownershi~, use and disposition of their prouerty /~hile the existence in
law of a compulsory re@"ime of conjugal property _-colJlmunity or division - _
must not entail a reduction or restriction of the property rip,hts of vo~e~/.

2. Child marria~e and the betrothal of young girls before puberty shall
be prohibited, end effective action, includinp, le~islation, shall be taken
to specify a l!Iiniltum age for I'\8.rria~e and to r.:ake the repistration of
~arriages in an official registry compulsory.

3. To eliminate discrimination aRainst unwed mothers and to give effect
to the principle oroclaimed in the Declaration of the Riphts of the Child
that all children shall be protected irrespective of the circumstances of
their birth, the States Parties shall provide that all children shall enjoy
equal rights and equal social nrotection.

FI!;AL PROVISIONS

Article 17 36/

None of the orOV1Slons of this Convention may be re~arded as diminishi~

the significance of the existin~ domestic legislation of countries if that
le~islation prOVides for more extensive ri~hts for wo~en.

35/ One representative expressed reservations concernina this clause.

36/ Some representatives expressed reservations concernin~ articles
17 to 22.
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Additional para~raph of article 11 37/

L170thin~ ~n this Conv~n7ion should aff~ct existin~ conventions adopted
under the ausplc~S o~ the Unltcd Nations or its specialized a~~nci~s and
havin~ as their object the rep.ulation of various aspects of the status of
vCl!"en~7

Article 18

This Convention shall b~ open for sipn&ture by all States. Any State
which ea not sign th~ Convention befor~ its entry into forc~ ~y acced~ to
it at "lay time.

Article 19

1. A reouest for the revision of this Convention may be made at any time
by any State Party by means of a notification in vriti~ addressed to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

2. The ~en(ral Assembly of the United Nations shall decide upon th~ steps,
if any~ to be taken in respect of such a request.

Article 20

Each Party to this Conv~ntion shall in exerC1S1D? its national
80v~r~iPnty have the right to vithdrav from the Convention if it decides that
extraordinary events~ relat~d to the subJect-catt~r of this Convention,
cor-pel it to do so. It shall Fiv~ notice of such withdrawal thr~ month, in
advance to all Parti~s to the Convention and to the Secretary-General of th~
United Nations. Such notic~ shall include a statement of the extraordinary
events it re~ards as having compelled it to take such action.

Article 21 38/

1. State Parties undertake to submit every four years to the Secretary
General reports on le~islative~ administrative and practical measur~s vhich
they have adopted in implementing the prOVisions of the present
Convention. 39/

31/ S~e paragraph 90 above.

~ See also alternative text apnearinP. in ~quar~ brackets after
article 24 belov.

~/ One representative vroPOsed the inclusion as a second c~ause Of. this
PfU'sPraph of the folloving vrovision: "In cases vhere r~levant l~f0:r'.atlon
has previOUsly been furnished to the United Natons or to any S~Clal1zed
~ency by any State Party to the present Convention, it viII no: be .
necessary to reproduce that inforcation but a reference to the lnforrnatlon
so furnished viII suffice."
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2. Every four years follovinF this Convention's entry into farce, the
Commission on the Status of Women shall consider the question of the status
of the implementation of the Convention by the States Parties, and subcit
the report to the Economic and Social Council.

3. Specialized agencies shall be entitled to be repr
consideration of the said reports.

Article 22

nted at the

1. The present Convention shall enter into force on the thirtieth day
after the date of deposit with the Secretary-General of th Jnited Nations
of the ... instrument of ratification or accession.

2. For each State ratifyinR this Convention or accedin~ to it after the
deposit of the ••. instrument of ratification or accession, the oreseDt
Convention shall enter into force on the thirtieth day after the date of
the deposit of its own instrur.ent of ratification or accession.

Article 23

The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform States of
the follovin~:

(a) Signatures, ratifications and acces~ions und r nrticl~

(b) The date of entry into force of the present Convention under
article .•.

(c) Denunciations in accordance with article '.'

Article ?L

This Convention, the Russian. Chinese. En~lish, French and Spanish tenS
of which are eqUally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives of the
United Nations. Duly certified copies of this Convention shall be
trans~itted to the Governments of the si~natory and accedin~ States.

In witness wh~reof the under8i~ed, duly authorized, have si~ed this
Convention.

Alternative text of article 21

/first alternative article!

LI. There shall be established a Committee on the Convention on the
Elimination of Discrimination aRainst Women (hereafter referred to as the
Committee) consisting of experts at high moral standing and acknowledged
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impartiality elected by States Parties fr~ aron~ their nationals. 40/
preferably members of the COMmission on the Status of ~tten. vho shall
serve in their personal capacity, consideration being ~iven to equitable
p.eo~raphical distribution end to the representation of the different fo~s

of civilization as well as of the nrincinal le«al syste~s.

2. The ~enbers of the Co~ittee shall be elected by secret ballot from
a list of persons nominated by the States Parties. Each State Party may
nominate one uerson from amon~ its own nationals. 41/

3. The initial election shall be held six months after the date of the
entry into force of this Convention. At least three months before the
date of each election the Secretary-General of the United Nations shall
address a letter to the States Parties inviting them to submit their
n~inations within two months. The Secretary-General shftll prenare a list in
alphabetical order of all persons thus nominated. indicating the States
Parties which have nominated them. and shall submit it to the States Parties.

4. Elections of the members of the COMmittee shall be held at a meetin~ of
States Parties convened by the Secretary-General at United Nations
nead,uarters. At that meeting. for which two thirds of the States Parties
shall constitute a quorum. the persons elected to the Committee shall be
those noninees who obtain the largest n~ber of votes and an absolute
majority of the votes of the representatives of States Parties and voting.

5. (a) The members of the Committee shall be elected for a term of four
years. However, the terms of six of the menbers elected at the first
election shall expire at the end of tvo years; il:llllediately after the ~irst

election the names of these members shall be chosen by lot by the Chalrm&n
of the Co~ittee.

(b) For the filliOR of casual vacancies, the State Party vhose exPert
has ceased to function as a member of the Committee shall appoint another
expert from amon~ its nationals, subject to the auproval of the Committee. 42/

6. States Parties shall be responsible for the expense~ of the_members of
the Committee vhile they are in performance of Committee duties~/

/Second alternative article!

L1. States Parties undertake to submit to the Secretary-General of the
United Nations, for consideration by the COMmittee, a report on the

"nationals, preferably
of another State.

words
those

proposed that the
by "nationals. or

40/ One representative
t'lembers" should be replaced
preferably members".

41/ One representative proposed that either the phrase "from amoo~ ~ts
-. " th or another lState beovn natlonals" be deleted, or that the phrase or ose

added at the end of the ori~inal sentence.

42/ One representative proposed that vhen an expert ceases to function
as a member of the Co~ittee, it should not be the State PAr y but the
Committee that should appoint another expert. who would serve until the
expiration of the term of the orfice vhich has been vacated.
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the States Parties should report
which would be within a. year~

legi5lative~ Judicial~ administrative or other measures which they have
adooted and which give effect to the provisions of this Convention:
within one year after the entry into force of the Convention of the State
concerned, and thereafter every two years ~3/ and whenever the Committee
so requests. The Committee may request further info~ation from the States
Parties.

(a) ~~ere relevant information cas previously heen furnished to the
United Nations or to any speciali~ed a~ency by any State Party to this
Convention~ it viII not be necessary to reproduce that info~ation but a
precise reference to the information SO furnished viII suffice.

(b) Speciali~ed a~encies shall be entitled to be represented at the
consideration of the implementation of such provision of this Convention
as fall within the scope of th~ir activities. They shall be entitled to
submit reports on the implementation of relevant instruments adonted by
them or under their auspices, includinF narticulars of decisions and
recommendations on such implementation adopted by their competent or~ans.

2. Specialized a~encie5 shall be able to receive copies of such parts of
the reoorts by Governments on this Convention as fall within the scone of
their activities.

3. The Committee shall report annually, 44/ throUAh the Secretary-General.
to the General Assembly of the United Nations on its activities and may
make sug~estions and ~eneral recomMendations based on the examination of
the reports and information received from the States Parties. Such suggestions
and general recommendations shall be reported to the General Assembly
together vith comments, if any. from States Parties~7

43/ One representative proposed that
every four years after the initial repcrt
thus reducing the financial implications.

44/ One representative suggested the substitution of the phrase "as
necessary" for the word "annuallyll.
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IV.

9? The CotlllDission
and 626th nee"in

rfTERNATIONAL INSTRUHEN'I'S A!iD NATIO]AL STANDARtS
RELATING TO TIlE STATlE OF WOMEN !2/

considered item 5 of its 8;Jenda at its 603rd. 605th, 613th
It discussed subitems Ca) (b) and (c) separately.

A ~~el!tatio..!!. of th.!_Dec)~..aration on the Elimination of
[isc_ri ination uainst l{oJ:l~8!l..4.~lated instru::aents

3. 'The I'" .sion considered subitea 5 (a.) at ita 603rd to 605th aDd
3th ceetings. t had before it a re ort by the Secretary-General on the subject

n:/~.6/51l and Add.l and 2) prepared in accordance with Economic and Social
Council resel tiCD 1611 {LIl} of 31 Hay 1912.

9~. In introducing the report. the repr~sentative of the Sec~tary-General reminded
the oem'bers of the Coanission that by that resolution the COUldl had. established
'r1ev consolidated reporting system based on a fOLlr-year l:!ycle. vith respect to
tbe bplement4.tion of the Decls.rs.tion on the Elimination of Discrimination against
-:lllen and other international instruments dealin~ vith \IOmen1s rip:hts. The report.
which vas the first under the nev systetl. was analytical in nature, &8 requested.
It dell1t with the pUblicity given to the Declaratio..... general and educatioo&1.
I!uures. and civil and political rights. It vas based on tbe intonation supplied
by ~e:"lber States, the specialized &J.l:encies and non-'IO'.'em!'t!ental orp,:anizations on
tbe basis of letailed guidelines prepared by the ;~ecretariat. She pointed out
t!lat only 34 Goverru:Jents had submitted information and that relatively fev replies
dealt vi th the implementation ot the other international instruments mentioned in
the guidelines. She indicated that th report contained much interestin
{cromation on action taken by non- overn:ental orllanizations to improve the
~sition of ....omen.

95. Many me:nbers of the Commission explained th~t if their Governments had. not
replied it we.s not because of lack of interest since they considered the
tlimination of discrimination a ainst \IOl:len of utlDOS importance. Aoong the
ftasons for not replying vere the costs involwd in preparin reports for the
eeretary-General. especially vhen the national languap:e w~s not one of th~

iI'Orking langua,.;es or the United Nations and the difficulties encountered In
utlltnn'" and co-ordinating the relevan~ information. In this connexio~, s~me
~presentatives emphasized the need to icprove the efficiency of commWllCatlona
etveen the United Nations an(! Governments. It vas su-"'ested that Gov:rn:nents

COUld apPOint national correspondents "hose functions would be to obt&ln an~
to-ordinate the required information relatin- to vomen and ....ho vould ..ork. 10

lose collaboration vith national co:::l:lissioDS vhere they existed. Sever~
~resentatives announced the intention of their Govern~ents to send theIr
~plie8 durin~ the current session of the Commission or in the near ruture.

451 Summary reCOrds of the discussion ot tnis He.... ."ere Dot provided.
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96. Members agreed that it was oost important to give the widest pUblicity to the
provisions of the Declaration. although knowled~e of its provisions in itself
\lould not elidinate discrimination against women. Many representa.tives referred
to their Governcent's efforts to publicize the Declaration and to tra~slate it
into the national 1811l~uages and dialects. A n:ore important challenge. however
was to convey the meanin' of the principles of th De~laration to t e asses of
the population.

97. Many representa.ti YeS described various aspects of the je .lure dnd the de factG
situation of vo~n in their cOWltries. Some Er.embers expan ed on the infol':jstion
submitted by Governments and referred to recent develo ents that had taken place
de Jure. as well as de _fac~. Tr.ose develop;,ents concerned not only civil and
political rights but also econo:'lic. social and cultural riMts of wO::len which
would be the subject of the next report on the implementation of the Declaration
to be submitted to the Co~ssion at its twenty-sixth session. in 191e.

98. Several new develooments in the ~e_ jure situation were mentioned. In so:rae
instances reference was made to new provisions of a general :'lature which were
included in the constitutions. In other cases. cention vas made of innovations
which had been introduced in the la\l and which improved the legal status of
women. For eX8."!ple. concernin the political ri,;;hts of vomen Wlder a recently
adooted electoral lav in one country. the Governoent must subsi :.:.ize part of all
candidates' campaigns and a limit had been set to the 8.l3Ount of campai~ funds
to be spent. That vas expected to increase the number of vouen candidates end
to encoura~e their greater participation in public affairs. since wo en tended
to lack the economic means for political ca::J.Pai~inr or access to financin- for
these purposes. Another developcent mentioned was that under the new housing
legislation enacted in one country. the full salary of either spouse !:light be
made available for the purposes of a Il'JOrtgaR"e on a house.

99. Concerning the de facto situation, several representatives referred to the
perpetuation of traditional sex roles as one of the r.18.in obstacles in
implementinjJ the principles set forth in the Declaration. It vas reported that
in some countries concrete "leasures were bein~ taken to improve the system of
education and to give girls and boys alike equal training and possibilities to
choose from any curricula. irrespective of sex. In some cases, specific progr~s

emphasized that all children, irrespective of sex should be encourap;ed to become
economically independent and better educated so ~ to be able to choose any kind
of occupation.

100. Some members indicated that national commissions or special co~ttees had
been c:ea~ed by th:ir respective Governments to find ways to eliminate the obstacles
to achleVlog equallty between men and wonen or to stu~ specific aspects of tbe
problem. In one country, for example. a co:'1Mi ttee had been establi shed to study
whether advertising in the t!8.SS cor.Jmunication media discriminated against women.
Another c~~ttee had b:en established to study the question of equal.Pay from a
more. ~allStH perspechve. comparing. for example, wages of nurses With v~ges of
traditlonally male professions requiring the eame. or an equi valent e1ucatlOnal
standard. Other repreeentati yes referred to the establishment of government offices
to deal with women's affairs or institutes for t'a:uly affairs or national
co~ssions on the status of wo~en.

101. Some representatives expressed the view that the efforts of new feminist groups
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vere an important cause of tbe increase:! awareness and inte~st of society as a
veole :-elatin~ to tr.e achi"!veClent of equalitv betvee:1 '!leD and VO~:::l. Another
develop:lent mentioned VAS the appearance of experts on vomen's questions and
probler.s. The experts. it. vas noted. vere nee-:ed not only at the international
level. but also at the nahonal leval and various countries vere seeking the
services of such experts to elaborate specific progran:ces.

102. It vas sugg:ested by several representatives that in order to implement fully
the principles of the Declaration. \locen must have access in much larger numbers
to political and decision-making !,ositions at all levels. The great difficulties
encountered by 'Women in reachin,l positions in the higher echelons vere mentioned.
r.msCO vas urged to develop training prograr.u:les that \lould encour88e vomen to
engage in political activities io large numbers. It vas also emphasized by many
:lel!lbers that. in order to achieve the full iI:lpleClentation of all the principles
of the Declaration, vomen Must first have equal. opportunities in education.
unrestricted access to all types of 'WOrk. and receive equal. pay for vork of equal
val\ie - somethini! that still remained to be achieved in many sectors. Several
representatives expressed the opinion that the adoption of a convention OD the
eU:tination of discrimination against \lomen vould facilitate the i!DPle--:entation
of the Declaration.

Consideration of draft resolution and voting

103. A draft resolution (E/CN.6/L.661) on the subject recommended for adoption by
the Economic and Social COlUlcil vas submitted by the Dominican Republic, Indonesia.
Norway and the Philippines. Argentina. Canade., Colombia, France, Greece and
Thailand subsequently became co-sponsors.

1,l!4. At its 6l3th meeting the Comr:ri.ssion approved !be draft resolution by consensus.
{For the text, see chapter I. draft resolution IV;}

B. Le~al capacity of married women: capacity to eneage

in independent York

105. The Commission considered subitem 5 (b) at its 604th, 605th and 613th meetings.
It had before ita progress report by the Secretary-General on the subject
1£ICN.61584).

106. In introducing the report the representative of the Secretary-General remnded.
:Dembern that at its tventY-fir~t session the CotllllissioD had decided to. Wldertake
, long-term project on the status ot vomen in private lav. and to ~oDslder a
::l'.Dber ot topics vithin the framevork of article 6 of the Declaratlon on the
Eli:doation of Discrimination ~aiDSt \rloI:.en. The present report. she 8tated~ vas
~repared in partial r~sponse to that decision; the report on the ~egal capaclty
or nrried women. including freedom. ot I:Klvement. dOClicile and reudence vo~d be
cocpleted in 1974. Though the present report dealt vith one aspect only~ 1t vas
an i:aportant and timely one, namely the broader issue ~f the legal ca~ac1ty of
:r.arried vomen, vhich concerned her right to engage in 1ndependeot worK. :,,"0
~n Questions vere examined: the capacity of the vife to eng~ge freely 1n ~
activity of her choice outside the home vithout having to obta1D her h~sband s
authorization or Consent and the right of the vife to administer and dlspose of
her earnings or the product of her York. At the outset of the renort, sone p;enerl!l1
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observations vere made relating to tvo important activities perfon::ed by the wife
durinf marriage: her work as caretaker to tbe needs of the various mel:l.bers of
the family and her york as an assistant to her lusband in the perfOrnlMCe of his
ovn occupation.

107. In the course of the general discussion. mMY :rembers referre~ to the situation
in their countries with respect to the lege.l capacity of married women to undertake
independent York and to their general legal capacity and status at marriage and
durin3 marriage. lIhile in some instances achievement of complete equality in l8li
v~s reported. in a mmber of cases specific reference vas made to lays or custO:llS
vhich deprived married women of certain icportant personal and property rights.
Mention V8S made of progress achieved in the past fev years in eliminating a
nu:4ber of discriminatory laws, and of legislative refol"r.lS which vere either under
Va:.! or contemplated. In that respect the important role that voteen's 0 ranizatioDS
had played or could pla,y in helping to bring nbout such reforms was erlphasized.
together with activities undertaken at the r~gional level to achieve a unified
legislative approach for countries of tbe san:e region. EX8!:l.Ples cite~ were the
recommendations of the Se:!linar on the Status of Arab WOll:len in Personal Statutes.
held in Cairo in October 1972 and organized by the League of Arab States
(see E/CN.6/578) , 8S well as a stud,y on the economic independenc~ of ad..olt penCIls
both outside aod inside marriage vhich \/as bein,,!: prepared by the Nordic Council.

108. Members of the Commission agreed that it vas most important that equality of
men and vomen in the field of family le'" be achieved as soon as possible in the
countries vhere such was not yet the case. It vas also stretJsed that that alone
would not be enough to bring about de facto equality and more particularly the
full intef';T8tion of vomen in the development effort to whi ch the Uni ted Nations vas
committed. They therefore considered that the fundamental issue was that of the
roles of nen and vomen in the family and in society I as the report of the Secretary
General had rigbtly pointed out.

109. Menbers agreed that the past two decades had witnessed a substantial increase
in women e~ging in independent "Ork. It vas pointed out. hovever. that the
ltaJority of married women, eVen in sane of the cost pro~ressive societies, we:e
hampered in doing 80. either because they still conceived of themselves as belDg
first of all housewives whose role vas to take care of the home the children anJ• •even tbe husband, or because their husbands held such vievs. Efforts to achleve
full participation of women in the development of their countries on 8 basis of
equality vith men would not succeed unless an evolution in the traditional.
attitudes of men and vo~n towards their roles and responsibilities in the faDUIY
and in society took place.

110. Referring to measures which woul(! encourare women to exercise their right to
york ~d thus participate more f'Ully as \/orke~ 80d ci thena in the li fe ot t~e ,
commUOi ty. members stressed the need for large-scale educational and informatl~1l&".

progra:n:.es to encourage changes in attitudes of both !:leD and vo::en towards theH
respecti ve roles, provision of adequate child-care facilities. a IIKJre equitable
sharing of household chores betveen husband 80d wife a revision of laws on
taxation. so that the income of the wife would be t~ed separately from tbat of
her husband and therefore at a rate lover than that applicable to a joint income.
There ~as ~greement on the need and importance of spreading knowledge ~Dg v~men
of t~eir rights and responsibilities in general and with respect to marnage 10

partlcular. Too lDany women. it W88 pointed out, vere totally ignorant of thOse
rights and responsibilities and were in no position to avail themselves of tbeQ
vhen necessary.
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Ul. With respect to certain activities performed vithout t'inancial compensation
by :tarried VO:len during marriage~ it vas felt that the services they rendpred when
~hey shared in the \lork of their husbsnds - a situation which was videspread in
:ural areas in connexion vi th farm \IOrk - should alvays be adequately remuneratl!d.
In that respect r~ference was made to discri::linatory pnctices prevailing in some
countries wher by the fe.r:l \life working with her husband in the development of
t:e far:L recei ved no financial co::pensation or vas considered to be only a family
~elper and not a self-e:n:ployed entrepreneur. Such a situation vas said to be one
er the lD8in causes in one country of the ::ngration of f8Jllilies from rural to urb~

U"eIlS, a aecision which usually was the vife 's. As regards services rendered in
coonexion vi th t:'1e care and rearing of children at home. the opinion vas expressed
that such should be vieved as an occupation for which financial compensation in an
appropriate snner was d;.te.

Consideration of draft resolution and voting

il2. A draft resolution on subitem 5 (b) recommended for adoption by the Economic
IlJld Social Council was submitted by the Dominic8ll Republic. Indonesia,
the Philit:pines, Ro:nania and Thailand (E/CN.6/L.662). Belgium. Finland, Japo.o,
Liberia and Norway vere subsequently ad .ed as sponsors.

113. The part of the draft resolution which vas later to be amended read as
folloys:

"Tadn ... into account that these situations are not in accordance
(or even in connict) with article 6 of the Declaration OD the Eli.r::liDatioD
or Discri ination against Women,

1. Recommends that Me::l.ber States take all the necessa..7 DeMUre' t.o
ensure that t~e legal capacity o~ the tlCried vo:nan is equal with that of
the C1&J1. concerning: (a) gainful empl~ent outside the home; (£) her tull
capacity to a.d:ninister her property end revenue ot her york, (£.) tb~
administration of the family's COmI:lOn property· (~) parental aU~horlty
over their children and their interest.; (c:.) dissolution of marruge and
its legal effects

112. Recommends further that Member States provide adeq~te re' dies,
Judicial or othervise to both spouses to help them solve theIr .
di~agreement8 in resp;ct of questions mentioned above. particula: ~mph8SIs
b~ln~ put on the necessity of mediation through competent autb?rItIes,
Vlth the assistance of personnel trained in all aspects of famlly
relations.

U4. Th!! sponsors subsequently revised slightly the \lOrding of the draft resolution.

U5. Tbe representative of the United Kingdom re!"erring to the third preubul~
paragrapb. orally proposed the deletion of th~ vords 'or even in conflict. WhICh
~llred in parer.theses. The amendment vas accepted by the sponsors.

116. The representative of the Union of Sovi!!t Socialist RepUblics orally .
'repoSed th" . 1 r th words ''vhere such IS notr e Insertlon, in operatlve paragrapn J e . .
ytt the case after the word 'Recor.:::lends and the iDSertion~ In operatlve
ruagraph 2. of the words "in s\,;.cr:.. cases' , after the yords R~""illeDQS further
that. The amendments were accepted by the sronsors.
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117. The representati Ye of India expressed so .e reservations as to certain minorit1
laws in her country which vere protected by tbe Constitution.

118. At its 613th ~eti~ the Commission auproved by consensus the res21ution,
as orally modified. LFor the text, see chapter I. draft resolution VJ

C. Communications concernin the status of \loI!len

119. The Commcission considered subiteo 5 (c) at its 626th meetin~, on
31 January 1974. In accordance with Economic and Social Council resolution 76 (v),
as amended by Council resolution 304 I (XI), the Secretary-General prepared two
lists summarizing communications received: a non-confidential list of
communications dealing with principles relating to the promotion of the status
of wo·.en in the political. econooic. social and educational fields (£/cR.6/CR.21i)
and e confidential list of other cootlunications concemiDS the status of Yo:oen.

120. In iDtroduciD~ the relevant docucents the representative ~f the Secretary
General drev attention to :oecent modi fications concerning human rights
communications introduced under Econo~c and Social Council resolution
1503 (XLVIII) and to the fact that the COWlcil resolution had not tBlten ioto
account the implications of such procejures for the procedure to be folloved by
the Commission in the consideration of communications concerning the status of
women.

121. The representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist RepUblics formally
proposed that the Commission decide that in future communications related to the
status of women shall be considered in accordance with Council resolution
1503 (XLVIII). In her opinion, that resolution had established a single syster.;
to deal vith all communications on human rights. including women's rights and
no other United Nations or~an than those ~entioned in the resolution had
Jurisdiction to deal vith communications. Therefore communications on the
status of women did not belong any longer to the 'Work programoe of the Com::dssion
on the Status of \lomen.

122. While a number of representatives sbared that view and also expressed concern
about unduly overloading the already very heavy 'Work proc,ram=.e of the Co::Jmis~ioll,
other nembers felt that the Commdssion should not decide at its current sesslOll
to delete the question of communications on the status of women from the york
programme of the Cor:ucission, until it vas fully informed on tbe implications
of the new procedure established under Council resolution 1503 (XLVIII) as far
as communications on the status of vo~en were concerned. They suggested that
the Secretary-General should prepare for the consideration of the eommiUiOll
at its twenty-sixth session a note on the SUbject and that the Comcission shOuld
only then, in the light of that note, decide on this matter.

Decision of the Com:dssion

123. Following an exchange of views 8ll:ong the members of the Commission, and at
the reques t of the representative of the USSR her proposal. 'Was put to a vote.
At its 626th meeting the Commission adopted the USSR proposal by 11 votes to 5,
with 10 abstentions (see paragraph 4).
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V. STUDY ON THE INTERRELATIONSHIP OF TJlF STAruS
OF IICfoIUl AI'D FAMILY PLAIINP'C 46/

124. ':'he Commission considered ite:n 6 of its &penda at its 606th to 60Pth and
f21st mp.p.tin~s. It had before it the Spec ial Rapporteur I s report ent itled "Study
on the interrelationship of the status of ",omen and family plannint"" (F./cN.6/575
and Add.1-3) prepared in accordance with Economic and Social Council resolution
1326 (XLIV) and Commission resolutions 7 (XXIII) and 6 (XXIV).

125. The Assistant Secretary-General for Social Develoanent and Humanitarian Affairs
introduced the study for which she had bEen appointed Special RaDporteur by the
roundl in 1968 (resolution 132~ (XLIV)) While she was a member of the COCIlIission.
She drew attention to the definition of the teJ"l!l3 'status of vomen" and "family
:llanninp,' which had been p:iven in the report. She also underlined the three crucial
ud closely interrelated parts of the study which dealt with the question of
popUt.tior: frem ooth its human rights and national developcent aspects. The three
lIlain sections r the study focused on: (a) the importance of family P1anaioQ; tor
vanen as individuals and its impact on their roles in society; (b) the statuI of
vocen as a tactor innuencing fenily size aOO the birth rate: (c) the implications
of current population p;rowth ror vomen and national developnent. The part of the
!Itudy dealinR with the nature and sco'Pe of family pl8l1nine: and related pro"8llllIl~S

and \/Omen's roles with respect to such tlro~ammes WAS not yet available but would
be issued in due course. The Assistant Secretary-General drew particular attention
to the summarY If the study (see E/CN.6/575, sect. E) and to the r:-enera!
observations an conclusions (ibid., sect. F).

126. Representatives expressed their sincere appreciation to the Assistant
rpcretary-Gener 1. vho in her capacity as Special RapportE:ur had contributed ID
CUch to the stUdy en the status or vaDen and family planninll;. and to all vho had
1Itlrked on it vith her. They underlined the usefulness of the definition given of'
t.. tf'nDs "status of vomen" and "remil:v 'Olannin~", as vell all the suDlll8~v and
~onclusions of the report which provided valuable insill;hts int~ the . .
lnterrelationship between the status of VOI!Ien and family tllannln~. Vhlle lt vas
true that a voman' s status was hiph or 10V' dependinr on the extent to vhich she had
oontrol Over her own life, in practice it vas the extent to v~ich she hRd a,~cess t~
~vled~e. economic resources and political power that determined her rea~ status.
SUDilarly. the status of a society could be assessed accordin("' ~ .the c~01ce8 it
Offtre:t its citizens in the areas of education. employment, polltlcal 11fe and
~aeilv life. Thus the status of the citizen in any society ~8 linked to the
rtll.~US and ouality'Of the society itself. Similarly, the"def~nition of t~e concept.
Of family ulannin ...II ,-iven in the report was important. Fa:I'Jlly planninp: had too
ort been taken t~ m~an only birth control. The study made it clear, however •
• ~. the concept of family plannin.cz; encompassed the ri4l:ht of all ~rsons to. decide
~eely and responsibly on the number and snacin~ of their ehiliren. ta~ing lnto
ikCOUnt the ri,..ht of every child to be a wanted child.

-
4~/ Summary records of the discussion of this item were provided.
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127. It vas considered essential that durin~ the ~ebates of th
ronference, to be held in Buch~rest in AURust 197~, increa~~

,iven to tlroblems concerninr. the role of lIO~en in conte:':!t."Orllry
GoverDtlen1:.s should be requested to enSlD"e adequate i=c.rticipat1
dele~ations to the Conference.

Worl,., t:lopulation
phS.5is should ~

societv, elso that
"1 ! Vtt"en in their

128. Several representatives recom.."ended that the study on the tatus of VOllIen an.i
family ~lannin" should be published in a shorter, potlular v rs; )r the ~rld

Population Year, 197~, and the International ~~enls Year, 107 , an1 ~iven vide
publicity.

129. It was also recommended that the study itself which contained v~ry use~ d~!

and infomation should be a beckp;round document for th~ Yorld Pt'lp..llation Conferenc!
and the International Forum on the Role of HQ!'llen in POJ:ul!ltion nd Develot!'!ent to
be held in February 1974. Sorle renresentatives noted that theY h~d been unable to
examine the study closely in viev of the l'3.te distribution of the report in Russiat
and therefore abstained fro~ sUtlportin2 this rpco~endation.

130. Some representatives expressed some reservations with r~soect to perarrsr.h 31
of the study (E/CN.6/575) in so far as it reeornized the rioll:ht to decide freely ad
responsibly on the n~ber of children and the ri~ht to aiequate info~ati,n,

education and services as fUndamentRl human ri,..hts vhich should be rouaranteed to all
persons re~rdless of particular national or international de~o~raphic conditions
and ~oals. They expressed the viev that the exercise of hUll'an rirhts must take into
account national conditions or r'oals.

131. A wider circulation of the reoort as vell as the publication of a more po~~

version of it \l8S recommended. It vas felt that the ~Torld Population Plan of Actltm
should take into account the findings of the study and the interrelationship or
r.opulation questions, the status of \.'Omen and over-all develomtent.

132. Hany representativE::3 spoke of the vital role vhich family ph.nninp' could pI"
in enablirtR wanen to contribute to the life of the CQ""d!l.unity and i 'Crave their
status in it. as veIl as in facilitatina the enjoyment by th~ of their other
ri~hts. Conversely, :il:l~roveJ!lents in the status of VOr.lfOn vere important if ra:rilY
plannin~ propra~es vere to be successful.

133. Education vas considered to be a key factor in ralSln~ the status or vo~en ~

~n improvin~ the quality of life. Several representatives spoke also of the .
lrnportance of sex education and felt it should be included in the schoOl curncule..
other representatives stressed th~.t education in population questions in p;enere.1
rather than sex education should be t8.up;ht in the schools and in and out~f-scoool
educfl.tional prooll:rammes. Some representatives said that "'cod teachers for sex
education as vell as for population ~ucation vere essentiel since it vas importMt
that youn,J?: people should be taUfl;ht the Msic facts of renroduction and the
techniques of family p1e.nninP,.

134. So~e representatives noted that the concetlt of family plannin~ should be
re~arded in the context of economic and social development in the countri~s .
concerned and toot States had a sovereip;n ri-'!ht to formulate and to 'Cromote thu:!'
mm population policies vhich should not be subject to outside intervention: . It YU

noted that this policy had been applied by Governments on the basis of condltlons
pr~vailin~ in each country. It vas also said that demopranhic factors would not
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~aTe a decisiv~ influence on socio-econooic developMent but thet only radical
refor:t:lS \IOuld 'brin" 19. p,-eneral i1"ltlTOvel'lent in econol'!ic conditions and in &chievin~

rtd tlrogress in :leveloOll"lent.

135. \lany reoresentatives considered that the fotenation of fMlily plpJ1ninll
~gr&~es as an inte~ral part of national, social and economic development
~cr':.~es was esser.tial. Some rPtlresentatives ur~ed that family plannin~ should
~t only be inte~rated in health and welfare ~ro~rammes but should be Riven a hi~h
priority wit},!in th"lse pro~r8Illll1es.

13f. Other r~presentatives underlined the need for more funds to be expended on
economic and ,ocid develotment anrl the deve10pDent of better employment
opportunities for "'Omen.

131. One repre!!lentative stated that, in line ....ith the findinps of the study, in her
eountry the buc4tet for faMily planninp.: had been reduced in favour of additional
~nc!!l for develonment projects.

138. Some representatives felt that radical chaml:es in the status of \l'CIlIen did Dot
hinl"'e on family planninQ; but on the mobilization of millions of vcmen io the cause
of national and social develoment. It vas said that the aims of a demopratlhic
r:olicy should be limited to producing an optir.I\.ID rate of population reDlacm.ent by
systematic action to stimulate or limit the birth rate depending on tohe SDecific:
socio-ec:onomic conditions of a p;iven country. It ....as hardly approl'riate for the
United Nations to make recommendations on such matters.

139. On the other hand. the viev vas put forward that the success or failure of
devdopDent depended in sane countries on whether the pOp.llation problem could be
~olved. Repruentatives stressed the unquestioned ri",l-t of each State to formub.te
Its population 'POlicy. ft.t the same time it Vl'lS f ..lt by sor:e representativl!l!l that
!l. llIOre POsitive and coeprehensive policy shoul'_ bf' adooted by 8Q"l.e States vhich if
incluiinp; such fActors as the intensification of rural developnent. e:lployment
OPPOrtunities vould provide more options for va"'len. Population policies should also
be i~leJ!lented by better bfllanced budKets as vell ,<,;s by chanrtes in ledslation. such
~.the adoption of appropriate marriaRe and inheritance laws ~d other regulations
Vhlch would support those oopulation polic i ea.

Consideration of draft resolution and votin~

140. A draft resolution relatin~ to the study on the int. rrelationshiD of the s tus
or vCIlIen and. family planninJ? vas sulxaitted by the Dominican Republic, Epyrt, F~nland
~~ the United States of America (EiCN.6/L.6~). It contained a draft resolutIo~
reCOlllmended for adoption by the Econooic a~ Social Council. This draft .resolut!on
\tU Subsequently revised to incorporate 11 number of amendmentS. The revued draft
reSOlution (E/CN.6/L.66e/Rev.l) vas ir.troduced by the Dominican Republic.

l~l. turiJ1.Q' the consideration of the revised draft resolution !l numter of oral
llaendrlents vere proposed. Finlani 8llP'.A:ested the. in orera iYJ:! par8S!'raDh 3,
:Ub~r~aPh (!.). the vords "adeQUAte education in maternity ani chil"'-~e!l1th
,erv~ces be lDOdified to read "adequate maternity, child-he Ith and Chlld-car~
ervlces, education". India sugp:ested an amendment to su'bPllTwraph (~). by vhlch,

after the ....ord "include" the words "and utilize fully" ....ere insertel\. '1"he
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Philippines sup;p;ested an amendment to 5ubpara.a.:ranh C£.), by which the phrase "out ot
school educational activities, including literacy proprammes" was replaced by the
'Phrase "for youth ettendinp- school, as well as for those who do not". Be~iUIll

suggested an amendment to operative perap;raph 6, after thp vords "euTlport and
promote", by which the words "as much as possible" were inserted. India expressed
reservation with respect to operative parap-raph 5: it did not consider it opport~~

to request Governments to provide ~qual representation, since 8o~e mi~ht wnnt more
women end some fewer to particiuate in the Conference. It vished to have its
posit ion recorded in the report.

142. At its 62lst meetinll the COOImission approved the revis~d 'ir ft resolutiOD, as
orally amended, by 20 votes to none, vith 8 abstentions. !Jor thp text, see
chapter I, draft resolution VI~7

Decision of the Commission

143. At the same meeting, the Commission also decided to request the Secretary
General to brinp; the revised draft resolution (E/CN. 6/L.668/Rev.l), as amended, to
the attention of the Pop.l1ation Comcission at its forthcOMi~ seasion, to~ether vitb
the report of the Special Rapporteur and the summary records of t e discussion of
the item in the Commission on the Status of "'omen, so that thpy 'Would be taken into
consideration in the drafting of the World Population Plan of Acti~n (see
para,v:raph 5).
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VI. PROGRA;~IE OF CONCERTED INTERNATIONAL ACTION TO PROHOTE
~l'E ADVANCEM"lIT OF \WUl AND T'lEIR INTEGRA7IC!! m
DEVELOP'lENT 47/

1~4. The C ission considered item. 1 of its BRends at its 609th to 612th,
616th to 619th. (elst and 627th meetings. It discussed subitems (a) and (b)
together, sub t s (c) and (d) together, and 5ubitem (e) separately.

A. I~~lem~ntation of a nro~amme of concerted international
"ction: status of rural vomeR, especially 8~ricultura1

',orkers

145. The COlllr:lis ion considered sUbitems (a) and Cb) at its 609th to 6l2th,
fi16th to 619th. 621st and 627th meetinps. Under subiteo (a) ("ImplE'f"lentation or a
r;ro~rlUlUlle of concerted international action"). the Commission had before it: &

report of the Secretary-General on the subject (E/0.6/577). the Report of the
Interre::rional "'e tin.Q: of Exl)E!rts on the Intev.r8tion or "laDen in Develo ent Le!

~ its summary E CN.5 1, as well as a report entitled Partici~\tion of~~n
in Co~nity D velopnent. 49/

146. Under subitem (b) ("Status of rural women, especially ap:ricultural workers")
the COl'llD.ission had before it a pro~ress report preoared by the Secretary-General
OD the subject (E/CN.6/583) and the reports of the International Labour Ofrice
(E/C'1.6/583/Add.l) and FAO (E/CN.6/583/Add.2). prepared in accordance vit>
Commission resolution 14 (XXIV) •

• 7. rn introdue1~ the report of the Secretary-General (E/eN .6/511). the
reJ:resentative or the Secretary-General said that the report examined the objectives
,ne. ainimum tar"'ets of the Second United Nations DeveloJfllent Decade vith special
refer!nce to tbJse relatinp; to the promotion of the equality ot women and to the~r
~ll lnte~ration in the development effort envisa~ed in Gen~ral Ass~bly resolutlon

26 (XXV) and 2116 (XXV). She also drew the comrnicsion's attention to the need to
l:Oosider its ovn role in the review and appraisal process relatin~ to the status
:Dd cond~tion of women, particularly as the followimt ye~r, 1915, would be devoted
o th~ mld-term review of prOpTesB achieved durina: the tust half of the Decade •.
~e report also described the methodology currently bein~ used by the United Natlons
Snterr. of organizations to measure and apprr:lise pro"ess and indicated the need tor
~ e systematic collection of more extensive statistics and data on women and for
developuent indicators on the social situation and status of vomen.

i~' Referring to the InterreRional Heetin~ of Dcperts on the Inteftl'ation of Hllten
DeveloJmE>nt, held in June 1912, in New York. the representative of the secretary-

~1/ Summary records of the discussion of this item vere provided.

~ United Nations publication, Sales No. E.73.IV.l2.

!~/ United Nations publication, Sales No. E.72.rv.8.
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General observed that the Meeting marked the first occasion on which experts on
development and those on the status of women had cO"e to~ether to discuss common
strate lea to achieve effective inte~ation. She also highliRht~ tner nev an~

expand~ activities of the United Nations syst~ in relation to v in
develop%. nt, includitlSl: a number of very useful seainars VhlC't h d ..Id on thf!
relationship of the status of women and family plann~n BS co , Jti to the
preparation for the ,",orld PoJ:U1ation Year, 1974. and lllso 1:0 th 1 ntation of
the lon~-term pro~racme ot concert~ action. ~reover, a ~roJect n t
inteRration of vceen in develoJ=ment with special r~terence "0 pc 1" i factors
vas currently being carried out.

149. A number of representatives thou~ht that it vas most ti~plY x i e the
Commissionts role in the reviev and appraisal process to be undertaken t interv~s

throughout the Decade and particularly in preparinp; for the ni1-t !'TIl rfl'viev. In
addition t several representatives pointed out th~ need to assess ~oRres aChieved
in promot1n~ the equality and advancement of vomen, throu~hout th entir~ United
Nations system. In the opinion of some members that mi~ht involve 8 revision of
the International Development strateGY for the Second United Nati n ~cvclopm~nt

Decade (General Assembly resolution 2626 (XXV» in order to define more clearly
approaches to the effective inte~ration of women in development. Othpr
represent~tives felt that it was important to drav the attention or the C~ittee

for Development Plannin~ and the Committee on Reviev and Appraisal which vere
directly concerned vith reviev and appraisal, to the need to inclu..t.e tlte questioo
of the social and economic status of vo~en and their equality with n, in the
mid-term and subsequent reviews.

150. '{any representatives ae:reed that there vas 8 need for more statistical and
informational data on the problems facin~ women in countries at a~ levels and
stages of develoJXDent. In that connexion several members of the "Cl!lftlission felt
that it vould be very useful if methodologies could be vorlted out for the
development of social data or indicators on the role of women in the economic.
social and cultural aspects of the development process.

151. It vas pointed out that several obstacles still existed to the int~r8tion of
vomen in the developnent process and to their achievement of an improved quality of
life. That observation vas found to be particularly applicable to vonen in r~al
areas. In discussing the obstacles to the full participation of vonen in soclsl.
economic and political life of rural areas, many representatives cited the
incidence of unemployment, underemployment. lov vages. illiteracy, inadequate
educational and training facilities. particularly vith re~ard to modern
agricultural techniques and vocational trainin~, the sheer drudgery of atricultur~
work, lack ot transportation for vomen as veIl as schoolchildren. and inadequa~e

social and health services, includinp maternal and child care and family plannln,g.

152. Some representatives stated that in many developin~ countries the pli~ht of.
yemen ap;ricultural workers v'!s deplorable. Others, hovever, pointed out that theu
situation was also far from acceptable in many developed countries. v ere the
a~ric~ltur81 sector vas in a sta~e of transition. In some instances, it had even
produc4!d a situation vhere there vere fever jobs thour:h the number of skilled
jobs had increased. thereby increasing the rate ~f u~employment and mi ration to
the tovns.

153. In that connexion, thf" viev vas expressed that the situath,n of woeen \lorking in
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rural industries should not be overlooked. It vas suggestl!d that those V'JIIlen
should be encourap;ed to perticip .te in the choice and sitin~ of industries in rural
areas, a9 such d cisions could affect not only the ~an and social environment but
also the f'utur vell-beinlt or their families and coanunity. Sever'll
rttresentativ s v lea ed the proposals of the Interre«ional Meetin~ of Experts vith
respect to th r le of women in rural societies, in small-scale businesses, in
ltodern industr e and the employt!lent of VOrDen with family responsibilities.

154. Sor.J.e repr sentatives thoup;ht that the "brain drain" fron rural to urban areas
was a serious. r lem and that every effort should be made by national developnent
tl1&nners to cr t more employment, better educational and leisure facilities and
co=munity an cultural services in rural areas so as to encourSJl;e people to remain
there. A rev r resentatives sUP'..p;ested that salary and. other incentives couH. be
lntroduced to ke such areas ore attractive.

155. The COI:Jmlssion tho~ht that every effort should be made to dve women Md
irb RTeater access to education and that the level of their access affected the

level of develoy:ment of the society.

156. Several r presentatives also stressed. the need to rethink the t~ and quality
et education and tr ining- in the rural areas. In addition to agricultural aw hCJD.e
economics skills, women and ,:lirls should be taught leadership skill., Ilanut'acturinp,
production and runrketinp; techniques, ani how to run co-operatives, 8IIl8.11 businellel!l
and self-help schemes rrofitably. In such a vay, vomen could Ilenerah their ovn
l!!Cplo)'lll;ent and be in 8 better position to briM about social chant:es vithin their
SQcieties.

157. Some members of the Commission welcomed the Secretary-General's progress
report (E/CN.6/583) and thoup;ht that the list of items for further study which it
contained vas a comprehensive one.

IsP. The representative of UNESCO introduced the revised study on the equality or
acct!ss of girls and women to education in the context of rural developllent
(f/CN.6/566/Rev.l). The study discussed certain basic problems 1'acinp: vcrwen ~n
r:.l!'1} areas, 8uch as ill i te-racy, school drop-out, the inadequacy of educat ional
and teaching facilities and the trend to mip'rate to the urban areas. In that
regard the report confimed the discrepancy between the level of and opportunities
for education in urban areas, on the one hand, and rural areas, on the other, and
emphasiZed the obstacles to women's complete integration in developllent broupht
about by their inadequate education and traininp;.

159. The reflresentative of the International Labour Office, in introdueln,ll' the
r"pcrt of the ILO (E/CN. 6/583!Add.I), observed that balanced develofCient co~ld n~t
be achieved unless the status or both vOIDen and men in the r'.1ral areas va: l.t:::pro ed.
One or the major obstacles to the advancet:lent of rural vClllen vas that the1.r
lCHvi ties were confined to home economics. tr'he lLO report stressed the ~eed to
irtYolve women in vider economic and social activities by equipping them \11th the
lIecessary know-how and technical assistance.

Iho•. he representative of FAO pointed out that the FAO report (E/r.N .6/5~3/Add.2)
tt~ed to present a profile or the rural woman in a vari:ty of situatIons. Its

aaJor contribution vas to provide a conceptual framevork WhICh could be developed
lUld tested on the na.tional level. in order to determine the extent er vomen's
~icipation in social and economic activities and to plan rurth~r action
~rogr!lllllles.
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161. The representative of WHO emphasized the need to examine thp. health situation
of yomen and other vulnerable ~oups in rural areas and soi1 t~at necessary
research vas being carried out by his organization.

162. The rep~esentative of .CA a~eed vith other 90Pakers t~8t tr~ n n~ in ~e
economics should not be carried out in isolation but should be provHe1 aloM wit,
traini~ in modern a~icultural and marketing techniqu s. She i~fo~e1 t~e

Commission that in each member country of the re~ion, vorkshc s ~ad been beld Vhi~

ai~ed at trainin~ community development vork~r~ ~n labour-savin t c nioues an~

income-r.enerating activities.

163. The representative of UNICEF outlined S""'lI.e of t
undertaken by the Fund to improve, in particular, th
mother and the child in rural areas.

prorrar.-1p to lTrently bein;t
hea.l tto and velfare of the

Consideration of draft resolution and votin~

164. At the 6l6th meeti~, the representative of Egynt on behalf also oC France
and Liberia introduced a draft resolution on the implementation of a rrogramme or
concerted international action to promote the advancement of yomen and their
integration in development (E/CN.6/L.665). Colombia. Indonpsia, Japan an1 Romania
joined in sponsoring the draft resolution. which cont~ined a draft recommended to
the Economic and Social Council Cor adoption.

165. The representative of the United States of America submitted amen~ents
(E/CN.6/L.669) which were subsequently withdrawn in favour of a revised text
introduced by E4n'Pt on behalf of all previous sponsors as well as the Dominican
Republic and the United States (E/CN.6/L.665/Rev.l) The revised draft resoluti~

combined the main features of the initial draft resolution and of the United Stilt!!!
amendments. Operative par~raph 8 of the revised draf't resolution. which ws later
to be amended, read as follows:

"8. . 'onRequests the Secretary-General to submit a report to the Com~1891

on the status of ~en at its twenty-sixth session on the allocation of ~j,
and personnel by the United Nations system of or~anizations for develooment
pro~ammes for women, aimed at achievinR the p,oals and objectives of the.
Second United Nations Developnent Decade and of General Assembly resolutlon
2716 (XXV), this report to include a clear statement as to percentage of t!l.ed. an
total budget spent on these proRrammes for \lCI!l~n for the current biennl iJm

the proposed increase for the following biennium;".

166. The representative of the United states on behalf of the soonsors. accepted
an amendment proposed by the r~ resentative ~f the Union of Soviet Socialist.
Republics to replace. in operative narap;raph 8, the vords "by the United N8t~On'
system of organizations for development prOF,1'amlZles for 1O_men," by "within ~Xl ./11
devdoJXllent prop:rammes Cor women by the United Nations 5yStel!' of orl;&nizatlons •

167. At its 62lst meetinp:_the Commission approved b: consensus the r~visc~ ~~~
resolution as amended. /For the text, see chapter I, drart resolution Vll~1

168. At the
Costa Rica,

c'
617th m~eting the representative of the PhiliDpines on behalf a~~} •
IndoneSIa, and Thailand submitted a draft resolution (E/CN.6/L.
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on the status of rural women, especially aRricultural workers, which recommended
to the Econl)mic and Social Council the adoption of the followinp draft resolution:

IlConsiderinco that article 9 of the Declar'tioD on the Elimination of
Di$cr~ination arainst Women provides, inter alia. tor all appropriate
measur 8 to be taken to ensure that p:irls and wanen, married or unmarried.
have eo' 1 rig~t8 with men in education at all hvels, and in particular tar
equal opp:>rtunl ties for access to pT017rammes of continuiM education includin",
adult lit r~cy rrOframmes, access to educational into~ation to be held in
en'urinr the health and well-bein? ot families,

Notinl:' that

'(.) T'lere is a need for VOIDen in rural areas to pe.rticipate more
effectiv ly in national development pro~ammes and thet such participation
merits recognition by status or wages,

"(b) On account of the limited opportunities for ~ainful work in the
rural areas. women mil:'rate to urban areas and enter service occutl&tions where
the majori~y of them are exploited,

"(cl There is a need for women to be trained to use fUlly the resources
and raw materials in the rural areas for total national developaent,

'Takin.v. into account that these situations are not in accordance with
article 9 of the Declaration on the Elimination of Discriminntion ~ainst

\-Iomen.

"Reco :mends that Member States take all necessary steps to start or
intensify a rrop;ramme for mass continuing education for both men and women
throuPh television, radio and all other means or mass media or means of
communication, and that ~ro~rammes should include information on family life
and citizenship education, cottage and home industries. farming, rural
development and co-operatives, and family planninp."

169. Colombia, the Dominican Republic, India and the United States of America also
Joined in sponsoring the draft resolution.

110. Following the exchanr,e of views among members of the Commission as well as .
9URgeations made by the representatives of Greece, Egypt, India, Japan and Romanla
the sponsors of the draft resolutions slip:htly revised the original of the text.

111. In the first preambular parar;raph the expression "continuin~ education" \l8.S
replaced by 'life-lon~' education".

112. In the second preambular para~raph, subparagraph (b) vas revised to read as
tollows :

. "(b) In many countries, on account of the limited opportunities for
~lntul work in the rural areas, y~en miarate to u~ban ~reas and nter
service occupations Yhere many of them may be exp101ted.

l1].
The operative paracraph was revised to
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"Recormnends that ~em.ber States take all necessary steps to start or
intensify a pro~ramme for mass life-long education for both men and women
through television~ radio and all other means of mass media or meens of
communication~ and that pro~ammes should include information and education
on family life~ including family planning and citizenship as well as
vocational trainin~ in economic activities includin~ cottaRe and ~me

industries~ farmin~. rural development and co.operative~.

174. At its 61Bth meetin,. the Conmission approved by consensus the :raft_resolution,
as ornlly amended. !for t.he text.~ see chapter I ~ draft. resnluti n VIII:...!

175. At the 619th meetin~ the representative of the ~ominicRn Rep blle~ on behalf
also of Norway ~ introduced a draft resolution on the employment of w en 'by the
secretariats of organizations in the United Nations system (E/CN.6/' .670). The
draft resolution contained a text recommended to the Generel ~sseMblv for
adontion - through the Economic and Social Council - readin~ as follows:

"The General Assembly.

"Recallillf' its resolution 2716 (xxv) on the pro~amr.'lP)f concerted
international action for the advancement of vomen and the objectives and
minimum targets to be achieved duriM the Second United "'ations 1)eveloOOlent
Decade set forth in the annex to that resolution, particularly those concerned
with the increase in the number of women participatin in public life at the
international level~

"Noting with appreciation that the reports of the C"E"cretary-Gt"neral on
the composition of the Secretari~t submitted to the General 4ssembly at its
twenty-sixth and tventy-eighth sessions incl ded c- in r-at I t~~

employment of \/'OlIen in senior and other professional positions in t!.e
secretariats of organizations in the United ation~ syste ~ 501

"Notinp; also that the report of tte flnited Nations Institute tor Trainir.g
and Research , entitled The Situation of Yomen in the United ~atinns~ 511
confirms the imbalance in the proportion of women at the hi~h~r levels and
gives statistics showing the unequal propress of vomen and men staff members
in terms of promotion in the United Nations Secretariat~

"Concerned that these reports reveal an unsatisfactory situation which
calls for specific measures and programmes in order to achieve an equitable
balance between the number of men and 'WOmen ~ particularly in senior and
policy-makiDR positions,

"1. Requests the C)ecretary-General of the United Nations as vell 8S t~
executive heads ot all organizations of the United Nations system to take a ~~
necessary measures in order to ensure that an adequate balance between men a:;;

vocen staff members, pArticularly in the positions described abOve~ be
achieved before the end of the Second United Nat ions Development Deca.de j

501 Documents A/8483 and A/9120 and Carr.l and 2.

511 UNITAR Research Report No. 18, 1973.
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"2. Urlles the Secretary-~eneral of the United Nation!: as vell as the
executive heads of.all or~anizations of the United Nations system, in order to
attain this objectlve. to adopt a core nexible approach in Ue recruitment of
vomen and to give ~reater attention to the assi~ncents eiven to and promotion
of qualified "(lnen'

"3. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations as veIl as the
executive heads of all organizations of the United Nations system to establish
an advisory committee vithin their resoective secretariats to assist in the
formulation of easures and policies ~imed at achieving the objective
mention~ in the par~raph8 above and in their imolementation;

"4. Requests further the Secretary-General of the United Nations as well
as the executive heads of all orp;anizations of the United Nations system to
renort to the General Assembly at its thirtieth session. in 1915. on steps
that h ve ".leen taken to five effect to par8$!;raphs 1, 2 and 3 above;

5. cuest.s also the Secret&rY-Genera! to continue to include in his
reports on the composition of the secretariat subcitted to the General
Asspmbly CO f1Tehensive data on the emnloyment of vomen in the secretariats of
the 'Jnited ~ations system of orp;anizations 90 as to indicate clearly the
nature o~ pc sts and types of duties performed by Vcr:J,en in professional and
policy-mlikinp,: levels."

116. The follovinp:: countries joined as co-sponsors of the draft resolution:
BelRiurn. Canada. Costa 'qica. Indonesia, Ni,g:-eria and the Philippines.

177. On behalf of the sponsors. the representative of the Dominican HepubUc
introduced a revision to the first preambular paragra:ph calling for the insertion
after the vord RecalliM" of the vol"lis "Article B of the United Nations Charter
as veIl as' .

118. Folloving an exchanRe of views among members of the Commission and oral
I&tndments made by India, the Philippines. Indonesia. Costa flics and tht USSR. the
spClnscrs further revised the text.

179. An additional preambular parap:raph vas inserted betveen the first and second t

l'eadinQ; a9 follows:

"Notin~ vith aPtlreciation that vhere vomen have been appoint:d i~
~8itions of responsibility in the United Nations system of Org~nlzatlon8 it
~as definitely proved to have positive effects on a more ef:ectlve .
lllliplementation of the aims and prograumes of the United Ratlons especls11y
those relevant to the status of women."

~':'O. At the end of the last preaI:lbular paragraph the follovin« vords vere added:
~eludin~ those of Under-Secretary-General and Assistant Secretary-Gen ral'.

181. In . d ... order to ensure". a coma andtl operatlve parag;Taph 1. after the vcr s ln .
if. le follovinp,: 'WOrds were inserted: "in strict accordance vlth equ,~tab:e •
@lQgraphical distribution" The vord "adequate" vas replaced by equltable and

tbf' f'oll • . h .. t all levels inth owinp,: phrase 'Was inserted at the end of the paragrap: a
e United Nations system. international, rep,ional and national".
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182. In optrative paragratlh 2 the 'WOrds "and positive" \lere ins rted after
"flexible".

183. In operative parapraph 3 the \lOrds "lIithout any finflncial i lications ," 'oIere
inserted after "respective secretarh.ts, .

184. At the end of operative p6ra~raph 5 the fo11o\linr phrase ~s

in mind the principle of equitable ~eo;raphic81 di!tribut vit
Nations system".

185. A nev paragraph - operative paTapraph 6 - va! add d' it r d

tldei: "bear~n

n the Jnite1

"O!lOllS:

Further reQuests that the ~cretary-Genera.l r
\lomen enployees in the secretariats at the Generll1

rt
ervi

on h
1 v

_tatus of
1.

186. At its 62lst meeting the Commission appr;ved by consen us th raft
resolution~ as amended. [for the text~ SP.e chapter I~ dra""t re l\::"ioo IX.!

B. Technical co-operation activities for th dv ~c nt
of \lamen and activities of tt.e specializ~ A ~nei

to Dremote the advancement of vo~en

181. ARenda item 1, subitems (c) and (d). vere discussed tor. th r t the 611th,
612th and 616th to 6l9th meetina:s of the Commission.

188. Under sUbitem (c) the Coocission had before it a renort of t e -ecretarv
General (E/CN.6/569) on the pro.crramrrte of advisory services in th field of hUtlan
rights. preDared in accordance vith General Assembly resolution Q?fJ (X), the report
of the Interregional Seminar on the Family in a Chan,..inrr Society: 'Croblems and
Responsibilities of its Members. held in London in July lQ73 (ESA/~ ~~.A/AC.3/12)
and the reports of three seminars on the status of women and fa~ily planniDlf .held.
respectively. in IstanbUl (Turkey) in July 1972 (ST/TAO/HR/46), in ~ nto Domlf~O
(tominican Republic) in May 1913 (ESA/SDHA/AC.l/26) and in Jop:lakarta (1ndones16

)

in June 1913 (ESA/SDHA/AC.2/21).

189. Under subitem (d) the Commission had before it reports bv the 110 (E/CN.6/Sn
and UNESCO (E/CN.6/58o) on their activities of particular intere.t to \lamen.

190. In introducing the relevant documents regardina technical co_operation
activities for the advancement of women, the representative of the Secretarv- of
General informed the members of the Commission that as a result of the transf~

i • sl·t oC lle"the Sect on on the Status of Women. now called the Promotion of F.qu 1 y. .
and Women Branch, from the Division of Hum8n Riahts to the Centre for SO:l~
Development and Humanitarian Affairs. there existed nova more rigid diVlSl0~
between the Branch and the Division of fUnds available under the proPT8lJlllle 0 h l"'lS

advisory services in the field of human ri~hts. On th~ other hand. the Franc
now able throuP;h the Centre, to dra\l on other rrnited Nations prOpTaJ[I!les o~ n:i
technical co-operation. She reminded members of the Commission of Fconam1: a
Social Council resolution 1680 (Lll) vhich invited the Secretary-Ge~eral~ l~he
discharginp, his responsibilities for the proPTamme of advisory serv1ces 1n b~ecU
field of human ri~hts, to ensure so far as nossible that tvo seminars on su J

relatifU!: to the status of wOlllen were held e~ch year. one of thet!l: to be an
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intt'rnational seminar on a !'!latter 1irectly rtc'lahd t:.1 th \IOr rv: r:l'!ml. at' the
Ccl']!lission. a 1. that bcreased e.ttention VdS 'then to av rii Ul!!lln ri ta
tello....ships to re VOJ! en and t:lersons invo1v~d in activitie desillO';ned tu d la":'nate
heri iratio a inst v .en. Under the same resolution. ver::T.1ents v re hwilt:1l

t _vail the _v s mcr~ fUllv of Ut "'rvices of exnerts undt'\'" t e pro r e.
ferring; to etivitie undertaken under the fN rame in 197? and 1913, 81'e

ioned the inars in Ietanbu1 (lnt! London (e e ararr p "11 8 above). he not
tl-at in 1972, out of 56 hurn8ll riqhts fello'Wshirs bed been avarded to vom n and
in 1973. 7 out of 19. As rep-srds 1'llans for 197~, she indicated thtl.t a eerJinar
vould be held. in canadll, which trlifl"ht be combined viU a traininP.: course, on national
co!mTlissions on the status of vomen or similAr bodies. As rep'arcts technical
co-operation llctivities under other prov.r!l1l'.1'nes, she referred to tr.e two reRicnal
'eminars on the status of varieD and family olMninp: held in 1Q73, both funded by
the Unit~ ations Fund for Population Activities (U?IFPA) hlee pnraP'Taph 168 above,
u Yell 90S t e liscussion under itm 6 of the ajfenda), and to repional lIl.eetinrs
nbl'.ned for lQ7J. l.nd 1975. in co-operation vith ECAFF. and [CA to b held in the
redon~. T ~ V'ould focus on t"'e inte"'ration of women in develoU!'ent.

191. ~ intro uci the renort on activities o~ interest to women (E!CN.6/57?), the
representative f the 100 inforned the r.1embE'rs of the Ca=issicn tbat, If ee it had
been co:"~let , the Covern in'" Body. in l'l'ovenber 1913, h " dec ided to phce on t"'e
llllendl. of the lQ15 session of the 1nternatiol'l'!l Labour Conference the question of
pquality of opportunity ~nd treatment for vomen \lorkers. A met'tin.'t of the 11.0
tri'P8rtite consultant ,q;roUtl on 'WOmen vorkers 'Would be held in ~Aay 197~ to consider
a preliminary report on U.~ question and a roeetinp; 'With interested T.CiD-i1;OVernmental
cr anizations vould be held at about the same time for the same nurpose. The
eon!lidE'ration of the report top:ether 'With the conclusions and recolIIDendation of
the Ccnference 'WOuld constitute the main contribution 0" the ILO to tt-e
International en's Year. Ehe also hilthliRhted the Plain achievelllent!l of tt>e no
uri~ the period under reviev and sone of the most iltportant activities
ntelll.nlated for 1Q74 and 1975. She stressed that the reJX'rt reflected the steadily

r ring interest in the probl('ll'l9 fadM' vomen in the \IOrld ef vork. and she expressed
t~e hope that technical co-operation activities for 'WO!'Ien vorker~ Yould exr.and
~auae vomen had been neplected in the nast in such froar~~e,. She infoTme the
m~bers of the C~is5ion that the standards of the ILO relatin~ to the ~p1oyment
• VOfnen vere k nt under reviev 50 that they mip:ht be revised t aI at" ropri.te. in
rder to refleet "lOdern conditions of life and scientific and techno1ollical

dtveloPr.J.ents. In that connexion the revision of standards relatinp: to nil!ht \/Ork
r " dOt" r(,r 'JoJllen vas T'lentioned top:ether 'With the il'lprovement of vorkln~ con 1 10ns 0 men
IUld "'alien nurseS. She ~lso 'POinted out that the Question of put-tir.le vcrk should
be adequately rer,u1ated at the ~eti no.:. level in vie'W of the nur.'lher of vc: en end
men engaged in it. Trade unions I she added. maintained their reSerV'1t1ons as
"e llrds "art-tillle vork 'Which did not lead to career develowent and usu llv
/casioned (oxploitatio~. The real ansver, she said. vas in aheTter vorldnp: hours
. tall.

( . In introducinlll; the study on UNESCO activities of sn ecil!.1 int rest to yemen
FI .6/580) the representative of UNESCO COl'1nented that it did not by MY muns

w v: • picture of all the activities for vo~en undertaken by UN1"SCO aurin t e
... tlod under consideration. Indeed, everY UNESCO ectivitv conce:neci bot 'll\en a.~

OIr1en. Referrinll; to the session of' the General Conference held 1n November 197 •
he fainted out that the increased participation of vomen - 10 per cent of the

attendance _ had made its inf1uenc~ felt, particularly re~r1inp: th question of
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eQual educational opportunity for women. It had led to the adc}tion by the
General Conference of its resolution 1.142 (~) which inter ali& authorized the
Director-neneral to promote new awroaches to the achievement of equal access or
,!irls and \lOmen to, and equ~ opportunity at, all !@'vels of educatien, training
Pond e~Dlo~ent in all phases of life, and takinR due account of their role in
r~ilv end society, in order to enable them to particicate fully a creatively i:l
the economic and social development of th~ir countries. The rro~ramme for the
equality of educational opportunity for Rirls and vomen would be evaluated by 8
corrunittee of experts in 1975. The evaluation would no doubt take into account the
....ishes of the 1~T2 session of the General Conference and the trends in the prop:rame
which met with its approval. Ruch trends were the inte~r~ted approach to the
advancement of ....omen ....ithin the United Nations system callin~ for an increased
co-operation ....ith other agencies, and l2:reater involveIl"ent of member • te'; in
UNESCO's activities for the advancement of women. The concentration on ~riority

areas in women's education in developin~ countries did not exc' de t future
nVl"lve-ent vith obstacles against equality of educational opp lrtunit.y in

industrialized societies.

193. The representative of FAO informed the e~bers of the C sion of the vari ,
activities of the or~anization to promote the status of wumen. ~o activities
included the ~ucation end training of warlen in the context of n ir:te!"rated
approach to rural develoJ'tllent. Great importance was attache<: bv ":he FAO to tr
question of agrarian reform and, in order to cope with chan~i~ itions in ~8l

areas, special pro~rammes for women had been established dealin!" with production,
management, co-operatives and marketin~. Their or~anization ....as akin, special
efforts to elabora.te a population strate~ combined with measur""s to promote a more
equitable distribution of income frOM increased food production. She added that
FAO intended to co-operate %!lore actively in the United ~ati/')ns PTcp:ram::"e relatin~

to the advencernent of vomen.

l~ . c'~. The members of the Caamission expressed neat satisfJ!ction at the expanslon
the various prof!r8Jlllll.es and operational activities for \/Omen undertak n at the
international level and at the ~OWiOR interest shown by Gover~~ents in the
promotion of VOI'I1en. They expressed the hODe thet such interest would p;ather further
stren~h, particularly in connexion ....ith the International Women's Year. They
8~reed that it ....as most important to co-ordinate as closely as possible, the
activities at the international level in order t~ avoid duplication and scattered
effort. While it was reco~nized that there existed oriority areas where assistance
....as UT.crently needed, operational activities concerned with the lonp-term objectives
of th~ promotion of equality of men and women both ~~ and de facto and the
1\111 l:'lte,:rraticn of vomen in the developl!lpnt of their countries at all levelS were
also considered very important.

195. eferring to snecific types of assistance s~e reDresentatives stressed the
need of services of experts in various fiel~s. ' Thev felt that more attention B~l
be paid to the needs of ¥O~en workinR in handicrarts. In order to improve the
quality of their product, traini~ and technical assistance should be given to t ~
to im!Jrove their skills and techniques. It vas sUf~~ested that knowledye of
marketinr: and the establishment of co-operatives would help them sell their product,
and raise their standard of livinp;. Reference was also made to the lack of nurses
in certain countries and the difficulties in recruitin~ them, and the problE~s
faced by ....omen who received a low remuneration when comparative \lork for men v~s

non-existent. Great interest vas expressed in plans for pre-school and pre-prl~Y
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education. It vas supgested that UNESCO enlar~e its nroarammes in such fields and
put increased emph~sis on teacher traininR to meet the needs of rural areas which
were sufferin frOTTl lack of ptrsonnel. Also f more trainin,cr for girls vas needed
for runninp: ldnder.'l:arten schools, child-care and day-care centres and nurseries.

196. Members of the Commission apreed that a revision of the norms relatinoll: to the
vork of women vas necessary in order that they be more attuned to the current
eircUlDst8J'lCeS of contemporary life and that they should enable VOIDen to discharge
their responsibilities in resnect of their work and their families. They welcomed
the efforts undertaken by the lLO in that resnect. The opinion was expressed,
hovever, that a revision of the !to standards, al thoup'h n ....cessary I mil':!"t Tout be
eoough and that the lLO should envisage, in addition, the elaboration of
conventions, includin~ a convention on the employment ef w(IlIen with family
responsibilities, and devote more attention to settin~ standards in respect of work
at home and part-ti e vork.

Consideration of draft resolution and votin"

191. At its 61Sth ~eetin.Q; the representative of India introduced a draft resolution
on technical co-operation activities for the advancement of women (t/Ctf.61L.663).

198. The repr .. entative of Japan proposed an oral amen&!lent to IItOdity oJ)@'rative
Mrapraph 1 by ch~in~ the phrase "to seek vays and means" to read 'to seek new
vays and means". T'he sugp;estion was accepted by the snonsor.

199. Indonesia Joined as co-spOnsor of the draft resolution.

200. At the
as aIllended.

same meetinR the Commission approved by consensus the draft resolution,
!Jor the text, Bee chapter I. draft resolution XJ

to the

efforts
the

201. At the 617th meeting, the representative of Hungary, on behalf of the sponsors
which also included E","""t Greece Guinea Romania and zaire, introduced a draft

~J~ , 1 , ~

resolution concernin~ the activities of the ILO to promote the advPlncel!lent 01 vomen
(E/CN.6/L.666). Ar~entina, Colombia and the Phili~pines subsequently Joined in
Sponsori~ the draft resolution. It contained a draft, the adoution of vhich vas
recommended to the Economic and Social Council. The operative part read as follows:

"1. Invites the International Labour Or~anisation to contrib~te
International Women's Year by continuing to expand and strenoll:then 1tS
standard-netting activities in fields of special interest to \lomen;

"2. Reauests the International Labour Organisation to expand i~s
in this field and to accord particular a~tention to ~i~ls a~d vomen 1n
revision of instruments on vocational ~ldance and tralninp,

"3. Draws the attention of the InternationAl Labour Organisation to t~e
need for an eventual revision of certain conventions, includin~ the Conventlon

• . .. rd ee · th the requirements ofe ncernlnfr Matern1ty Protect10n 1 1n acco an . .
. to the need to transform certain recommendatIons. tntoconternporllry llfe, and

conventions, includinR the recommendation on the employment of women wlth
family obligations;
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resolution as a vhOle,
!for the text, see

"4. Peco,","ends that in its future work, the Interul'tion'il Labour
OrF.anis8tion should devote attention to new problems of concern to Yemen ,
includin~ the impact of technolo~ical and scientific devplo~~ents on the
employment of \lamen and problems reletine: to work at hom nd pP.rt-ti"e York.

202. The representative of Norway orally proposed an amendTent to perative
per~raph 3 so that it would read as follows after the word 'n d": "to revise
its standards relatin~ to the employment of women in the 1 ht of th chanpin~

roles of oen and vomen in economic life and in tne fa....ilv" 0 tlrooosed the
deletion of operative pararraph 4.

203. Following an exch~e of views among th~ members of t~e Commission an variws
suggestions, the sponsors of the draft resolution orally revised ~ erative
para~raphs 2, 3 and 4 of the draft resolution to read a8 foll~V9'

"2. ReQuests the International Labour Or~anisfltion to exMnd its efforts
in this field flnd to accord particular attention to Firls an women in the
revision of instruments on vocationAl ~ui~ance and traini in its vor~

under the World EnIployment Pro~arnne;

"3. Drays the attention of the International Labour Or=nnisation to the
need to study the possibility of revisinr- certain convention, for example the
Convention concerci-.· Maternity Protection, with full re~ard to the differin;
conditions in different countries and to the need to transform certain
recommendations into conventions, for example, the recommendation of the
employment of women with family obli~ations, in order to prevent
discrimination ~ainst ~en;

"4. RecollllDends that in its future vork the Internation"\l Labour
Orr-anisation should devote attention to new urobl~s of concern to yernen
'WOrkers, including the i"Jpe.ct of technolop:ical and scientific developllents on
the employment of ",omen and problems relatinp; to 'Pf\rt-time "'ork in the light
of the changin~ roles of men and vomen in economic life and in the f~ily.·

204. At the request of the representative of Norway her oral amendment to
operative paragraph 3 was put to a vote. It was rejected by 14 votes to 6, with
3 abstentions. Her proposal to delete operative parap;rauh 4 vas also pUt to a
vote. It vas rejected by 16 votes to 3, with 6 abstentions.

205. At the request of the same representative, ouerative para~raphs 3 and 4 were
voted on separately. Both parap,raphs were adonted by 21 votes to none, with
5 abstentions.

206. At its 6lBth meetin~ the Commission approved the draft
as orally amended, by 23 votes to none with 2 abstentions.
chapter I, draft resolution XIJ

201. At the 619th meeti"$, the representative of France on behRlf also or
Co:omb~a, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, ~t, Gr;ece, Kenya, Ni,eria and
Zalr~ lntroduced draft resolution E!CN.6!L.67l, which contained a draft re~e~
to the Economic and Social Council tor adoption; operative para~raph 1.
5ubparap,raph (a), and operative paragraph 2, which yere later to be amended, re~
as follovs:
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(!) To develop pilot projects in the developiM countries, in a. L'lanner
appropriat~ to the needs of those countries with re~ard to literacy and
primary, technical and vocational education

"2. £X-cresses the yish that the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization, bearin~ in mind the ~oels ot the International
Education Year, devote as lar~e a share as possible of its bud~et resources to
the co-ordinated efforts of its various departments to ensure the utilization
and advancement of women yithin the orp,anization for the benefit of the yomen
staff of its ovn secretariat and in all bodies Yhere it exercises competence."

208. The folloyinr. countries Joined in sponsorin~ the draft resolution:
India, Indonesia, Japan, Liberia, the Philippines and the United States

Guinea,
of America.

209. FolloYin an exchanolre of views among the mel'lbers of the CCl!lttlission and
9~u~estions ade by the representatives of India, Thailand and the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics re ardin~ o»erative paragraohs I, subpar~ranh (8) and 2, the
sponsors revised the text of those par8$U'aphs to read as folloys:

• (a) To develop ~ilot projects in the developinolr countries, in 8 manner
approprr~te to the needs of those countries with re~ard to pre-school,
literacy, primary, technical and vocational education and teacher trainin~;

"2. Ex. res::;es the wish. bt:arinv. in mind the p;oals of the International
WOmen's Year, that the United Nations Educational, Scientific and CUltural
Orp;anization, in the allocation of its budgetary resources, devote as large a
share as possible thereof to the co-ordinated efforts of its various
departments to ensure the utilization and advancement of VQlIlen vithin t~
or~anization for the benefit of women staff of its own secretariat an~ in all
bodies whE:re it exercises COMpetence. It

210. At its 1119th meetinl· the Commission aplll'oved by consensus the draft
resOlution, as amended. fyor the text, see chapter I, draft resolution xn:1

C. Co-operation with inter~overnment&1organizations outsi~

the UnitPd Nations system

2U. Tne Commission considered subitem 7 (e) at its 617th meetinr. In pursuance of
rr~r ph 1 of' resolution 48 B (IV) of the Economic and Soci~ ~ouncil, t e
(Ol!Il:IlsBion had before it a report of the Iuter-Ameri::ar: CC!l:Jll18Sl0n of W'(..Ulen
E/~.6/S12) and a report of the LeaKUe of Arab States on the activitie~ of the

C<:r:elttee on the Status of Arab "'ClDen (E/Crf.6/578). 3y pu'8Jlra'Oh 1 of lts
rtso1ution la8 E (IV) the Council requested the Secretary-General "to make
~~a~ements for the presence of observers rrom regional interllover~ental
~ genlZatlons in the field of YOMen I s rip;hts at sessions of the Ce.trmlSsion on the
t~atus of W'CI!len to act in an advisory and infort:l8tive capncity, an~ to. arran~e for

! exchange of information betYeen the Commission and these orFsnlzatlons on
SUbjects relatin~ to the status of vocen".
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212. In introducin~ the report on the activities of the Inter-Amprican Commission or
Women the representative of that or~anization drev the attention of the members of
the Commission to the various parts of the report and described th~ ~ost important
features of the Commission's plans for the obsprvance of the Intprnation~l Women1s
Year, vhich vas to be approved by the next Assembly of the ComMis ion, in
septeMber 1914. She stressed the importance attached by th~ organization to
co-operating and intensifyin~ its collaboration vith the ~ iaaion)n the Status
of WaDen.

213. Re~resentative8 a~eed that the Inter-American Commissi n of bad plaYM
and continued to play EL very important role in pro:notin~ t 1e 'tatus)f 'WOoen,
particularly thro~h a variety of traininR; profTallll1es. Ttley eX1"lressed. the houe
that other regional commissions viII establish commissions simil to thp
Inter-American Commission of WOmen.

214. In introducing the reJX>rt on the activities of the Ccmni ttee on the Status of
Arab Wo~en. the representative of that Committee described the history of its
establisment. She mentioned the main recommendations already made by it.
partiCUlarly in the field of family law. and described sane of the prOF'rwtIIlIes that
had been initiated. She explained that the ~~ittee was created. because of the
need for a major women's orRR"ization which yould focus attention on woments
special problems in the reR:ion and vould assist them in the process of their
intecration in economic and social life. The Ccmmittee. she said, 'WOuld act as 8

co-ordinator between Governments of the region and non-governmental women's
associations.

215. Representatives expressed their ~reat satisfaction at the recent establishm~t

ot the Committee on the Status of Arab Wanen and at the dynamism already show by
it. They encourap;ed it to participate in the CO!!'llDon effort towards the promotion
of equality of men and women and the intellration of women in developnent. The hope
was expressed that the Committee would envisa.A:'e a formal or inforT'l'al co-ordination
with African women and that an African Wanen' a Commission would soon be established.
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VII. PROTECTION OF 1I0MEll A.W CIlILDIOI IN E1mlGENCY A1ID Am£!)
FLICT IN THE STRUGGLE FOR PEACE. SELF DETEll/>!INATION.

ATI L LIBEFATIOll AND I:lDEPEI:DE'ICE 52/

216. The Comtlission considered item 8 of its agenda at its 619th. 620th, 622nd and
623rd meeting~. It had before it a report by the Secretary-General (E/CN.6/586)
~repared pursuant to Economic and Social. Council resolution 1687 (LII:. In
iDtroduciol-! the report. the representative of the Secretary-General explained that
tile report we..:. based on information requested by the Secretary-General. in
accordance ....ith the CouncU resolution and fUrnished by Govertlltents. United. aticDs
organs and bodies, s·pecialized agencies and non-governoental. organizatioos. u well
as OD the relevant reports of the United Rations organs. She informed the
Comission that under the auspices of the International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) tvo draft additional Protoco1s to the Geneva Conventioos of 1949. dealing
vith the protection of victims of internatiOllal armed confiicts and of
Doo-international armed connicts. respectively. had been prepared and vould be
submitted to the Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and Development of
Intemational Humanitarian Lall lIhich lIas to be held in Geneva from 20 February to
29 ~arch 1974.

211. ~~y representatives underlined the necessity to develop and streD~hen tbe
IlOl'tllS of international humanitarian lav in order to protect vomen and children in
eltll!rgency and armed connicts. They greeted the efforts of ICRC in this cODDexion.
with respect to the preparation of the tvo draft additional Protocol' to the
Geneva Conventions of 1949. and urged the forthcoming Diplomatic Conference to
secure llIaximwn protection of vomen and children in international and in
nOO-international confiicts in the struggle for peace, self-determination.
national liberation and independence.

218. "ome re-resentatives noted with regret the sufferings of vomen and children
~ specific situations and centioned in that connexioo the recent var in
Indo-~ina. the Khmer Republic. Angola, Mozambique and Cuinea-Bissau. IlIraeli
CCUpled territories of the Middle East. Chile end Ban?,1adesh.

11) •• The Government of South Africa vas condemned by a number of repres~ntative8
ror lts policy of ~artheid segregatiOlJ. racism and repression; they palnted out
t'at arth" -' d h"ldr-!P eld created special hardships for women an c 1 en.

inioo. vas divided an:.ong the members as to the action which the COlllll.iss~on
tte ..tE1tus of \lomen sbould take witb respect to the item. ~me renrel!lentlltlves

l"elSed the need. for the COI!IJIIission to submit a drat't declaratIon on the .
t! tection of VOIren and children in emergency and amed conniets for adoptIon by

e General Assembly.

d. 1. Several representatives spoke in favour of the adoption of such Il
eelaration which they considered essential to the positive solution of the

----
52/ Su"",,__• . r th"S ,·tem vere provided.
-- -J records of the diSCU8810n 0 1
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problem UDder consideration. They emphasized that ~ though issues affecting women
and children were inseparable from issues affecting human right in general. W~n
and ct:ildren liere the most TUlnerable victims of armed conflicts and should
therefore be fiven special priority in the development of internatlonal
hu:wlitarian lay, They elso pointed out that the consideration of the item by t!:.e
CotnrJission would encourage the forthcoming Diplomatic Conference to mdertake
special l!:easures for the protection of vomen and children in emer"eney and armed
conflict.

222. It vas the viev of one representative that~ while the United Nations had
always been concerned with human rights in conditions of peace~ it vas only
recently that aD effort vas being made to secure humanitarian principles in
situations of emergency and llrJ:lled conflict. Efforts to ensure such ~tandards vere
steps towards making peace and the United Nations. by ensuring such tandards~ vas
taking important steps towards attaining peace.

223. A number of representatives stated~ however~ that though the welcomed the
fortbcoming Diplo~atic Conference on the Reaffirmation and Develop ent of
International Humanitarian Law~ they did not support the adortion of a declaration
by the COr2llission fer a number of reasons. They were of the opinion that the
Commission was not the appropriate body to consider the problem ~r the protection of
women and children in emergency and armed conflict ~ "'hich f~ll more vithin the
co:npeter.c f of the forthcoming Diplomatic Conference. There was a 1anger. in their
view~ that the work of the Conference might be pre-empted or prejudiced by the
adoption of the declaration by the Conmission.

224. In the opinion of some representatives any effort directed tcW'ard siogling out
groups of civilians tended to detract fro: the general protection enjoyed by the
civilian population as a vhole. Cne representative did not consider it necessary
to specify particular armed connicts according to the motives of the combatants.

225. In the view of another representative~ the inclusion in the draft declarati~

of t~e condemnation of ioperialism and aggre~sion. would strengthen it
conslderably~ namely, by attacking the root of the problem.

226. The representative of ICRC reiterated her organizationls interest in the
subject. She outlined the relevant articlea of the two draft additional ProtocOls
to the Geneva Conventions of 1949. which she hoped "'ould be adopted by the
ff",rthcocing Diplomatic Conference and which would mark a great contribution to the
developr:ent of international humanitarian law.

Consideration or draft resolution and vot~ng

221. At the 622nd eetin~ a draft resolution (E/CN.6/L.672/Rev.l) was submittej by
the :a~elorussian Soviet Socialist Republic ~ Egypt ~ Guinea and Hungary. It .
conta.:ned. a draft resolution recommende:1 for adoption by the Economic and SoCIal;
CounCIl and a draft declaration rfOcOIr;n:ended for adoption by the General Assembl).
Introducing the COMmission's draft rl::!~olution~ th" representative of Guine~ .
~x~ressed the concern felt by the sponsors at the non_implementation of eXlstlng
lnstruments and the consequent SUffering of women and children~ which the prop~~
draft declaration sought to allf'viate. The initial text of those parts of draft
resolution E/CN.6/L.672/Rev.l vhich were later to be modified read as follows:
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foll

'The Commission on the Status of Women

ecolUllends to the Economic and Social Council the adoption of the
109 draft resolution:

liThe Economic and Social Council

Re-cc :.mends to the General Assembly the adoption of the folloving
dr'l rt resnlution and declaration

~he r~neral Assembly •

...
. •otiD! vith satisfaction the 'Work of the International CClClIllittee of

the Red Cross 'Which is currenUy preparing tvo additional draft protocols
00 tbi ub ect~ vitbio the tr&l:'levork ot the development of international.
la" appl :1O~ to the protection of human rights in armed conflicts.

ot n~ 'Wlth satisfaction that the Sviss Federal Council has cODvened
the fir t session of the Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmatioo and
Development of International Humanitarian Lav Applicable in Armed Cootlict.
to be held in Ceneva from 20 February to 29 ~~arch 1914. and velcoming all
an excellent basis for discussion at the Conference the additional draft
protocols to the 1949 Geneva Conventions prepared by the Red Cross.

~ole MY t:roclaims the folloving declaration ..nth a viev to provide
speciai protection to VOll'leO and children belonging to the civili&D
populatioo and calls upon JA:e"'ber States to strictly observe it:

22e. During the discussion ot the draft resolu-l;ion the sponsors made the
following oral amendments:

(a) The sixth and seventh preambular paragraphs of the draft ..res~luti~n
reC~llllI'lended to the General. Assembly. both beginning vith the Yards NoUns v1th
!!t1sfaction' vere deleted the text to be used instead as preambular paragraphs
Qt the Commission's draft :.eso!ution. after the vords liThe Cottmission on the Status
of Women- ,

(b) The operative paragraph of the Comcilts reca:tanendation vas modified
to ~Ild:

"P:ecocoends to the General. Assembly the adoption ot the folloving draft
resolution containing a declaration on the protection ot vomen and chi~dren
in emergency and armed conflict in the struggle fOr peace. self-dete~natiOD.
national liberation and independence:";

(c) The operative paragraph of the draft resolution recommended to the
ASBecbly~ and containing the dr~ft declaration, vas amended to read as follovs:
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"Eearing in mind the need to provide special protection of \loeen Bnd
children belonging to civili~ population,

, Solemnly proclaims the Declaration on
Children in Emergency and A~ed Con f'lict, t
and calls for the strict observance of the
of the United nations.'

the Protectiun of W~men and
e text or WhlC lS set vut belQ\f

" .eclaratlon by all tates Me.be~

229. At its 623rd ~eting the Commission
amended, by a vote of ?O to nODe, with 7
:!raft resolution XIII:!

roved the
aostenticms.

revised raft resolution. as
{For he t~xt, s e Chapter'

230. The representative of Kenya announced th t, had s e
voting. her v~te would nave beeD in the affirmativ •

en r nt juring t~e

VIII. EXPLOITATION OF LAIlOUR THR< ."ON ILLI(. IT
CLANDESTINE 1llAFFICKINO 211

231. The Commission considered item 9 of its agenda at it 620t an'd 2nd
meetings. It had before it a note by the Secretu' -General (/ • 15132) JX)inting
out that the Economic and Social Council, in para~ra~~ ~ of it r elution
1169 (LIV), had requested the COIl!lllission to examine t te ~ue t1 ::'l of exploitatioD
of victims of clandestine traftic in labour, e8~cially voun wo en, taking ioto
account the discussions in the CotIDission on Human Ri ts, md to re ort. to the
Econo~ic and Social Council.

232. In introducing tbe note, the representative of the ecretary eneral drev
attention to the background of the question and indicated that it va under .
consideration by the Sub-Commission on Prevention of ~iscri~ination and Protectl~
ot inorities and the Commission on Human ~ights, vhich had been a ked to cOCl~ide:'
it as a matter of priority at its forthcoming thirtieth session. However, O....~Ol
to the developments in the \lork ot the Sub-Commission on the iter:, it was unlllteJ.y
that the Comssion on Human ~ights would take a final decision on the matter at
that session. She further indicated that the discussions at the twenty-nioth
session of the Commission on Human ~ights. held in 1913. had focused on t\lO l!l8.lo
issues: illicit and clandestine traffic of foreign labour, aod discr~minatorY
treatment of foreign and migrant \lorkers, the latter being a topic WhlCh vas
currently being studied by the lLD. Attention vas drawn to the su~gestions of •
::Jembers of the Sub-Commission relating to measures that mi ht be taken to deal Vl

the exploitation ot labour throuP',h illicit <>.nd clandestine traffickin'" and to t~l:
decision to appoint one of its members Halima Warzazi to re are in co-oper~tl~

"th th S t" t • • h b Commls,n....1 e ecre arla , a study on the question to be submitted -0 t e )u
at its twenty-seventh session, in 1974 (see E/CN.6/58~, paras. 1 and 24).

233. ~uring the subsequent discussion it was suggested that the C~issioD.S~o\Lld
endorse the measures and suggestions made by the Sub_Commassion on PreventlOD,Or
Discrimination and Protection ot l<1inorities and also that the 11.0 should CODsliSer
the preparation of further inst~ents dealinR with the ~8tter, includiog 8
convention on ~rration and the \lorking conditions of mirrant workers.

53! S~ry record ~f the discussion of this ite were not provided.
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23L. One repre ent'ltiv~ expressed concern \lith resnect to illegal iWlUatiun and
eei,tZTation of workers ~ particularly in countrie where tt.ere ....ere no border controls
to regulate the recrUl tltent of \loners. In cOr:\!"'enting on the different fods of
discriminatory treat:r.ent to ""hieh mi. Tant 'Workers including youn'!: Yomen, ~re
subjected she re;ed t~e ILO to look lnte tre situation and to trY to irron it.

235. rhe repre en' ative of the ILO noted that the Internationu Labour Cont'erence
lD 1912 had stressed the need to cOl"hat as soon as possible the unla"'tul forms of
recruitreent an treatnent of vor~ers I especiall:" irre~ar procedures in trainin~

JlfTsnt \·orkers.

2~. The questiun of mi~rant workers vas included in the 8~nda of the 1914 seesion
:)f the International; abour Conference, and it vas envisageri that the Conference. at
itl 1974 and 1975 sessions would 'Drepare two conventions. th~ first dealinp:
specifically with mipTation and abusive conditions. the second vith equality of

portunities snd treat~nt. Severe! studies relating to the subject vere also
ing undertaken by t e lLD. She also referred to the 'l)()sitioD of vives end

families of tt'e ip,rant workers. and noted that the report pnpared for the
oof'erence in 1 74 stressed the i"'portance of uniting mi"rant writers with their

tacl.lies both for the veIl-being of the mil't'ant "'orkers and their social adaptation
ln t e receiving country; proloneed separation and isolation led to hardships and
lituations ~ stre affecting both the mirrant and the f~!ly left bel'l.ind. and
revente t e~ ro leading a normal f80ily li re.

237. The importance of fUll implementation of the Convention for the Suppreuion of
the Traffic in PersoM and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others adopted
by the ('.eneral Assembly on 2 December 1949 (resolution 31T (IV)) vas also stressed.
AJ'Id it vas empha~ zed that the reporting system relating to that Convention should
e lC8.intaine .

238. The Co i sicn aQ;reed that the ILO and '"NESCO should pay particular attentioc
to t~e uestion or vomen in the context of their york relating to migrant vorr.ers
and to subrtit the relevant infor.ns.tion to the Comcci.ssion on the ~tatus of women
8lld to the other bodies concerned. In partic\.llar. t!"e lLO should: be invited as
-<art ot its study of mi Tant workers et the 1974 International Labour Conference to
consider (a) the oosition of women milO'ant vorkers and hov it related to and

;ared Vlth nale milU'ant workers and (b) the position of vives and fa::rl.lie. of
ale tdrrant VorKers and the effects of the misratioD laws and policies on them and

1.150 their possibilitles of finding employltent. The Col.'Ullission expressed th~ ho~e
th!lt in its stUdies on the exploitation of migrant vorkers and on strengthe~lnlr: the
intema.tional rules for the protection of such workers I the tLO would t~e Into
I ciQ.l. account the wsition of female vorkers racing particular hardshIPS or forms

of exploitation.

39. As regards conor.ic and odal Council resolution 17'-9 (LIV) on mipr!Ult workers.
ad:0l=ted on the recomendatioD of the Commission for Social Develo~Dt. the
omri8sion noted that three points appeared to be of special si~ificance to VOl:)en.

e tlOInts vere (ft) the social aspect of lnipratioD' the disinV :rattoD of the
fcu.ly. conditions of living of the ?":embers of the ra....ily staying i~ the eoun~ryo:nd.
r those in the receiving countries (b) the le~ asoect. prot~ctl"l'4! lAV3 0 !U.

leaving and receiving countries lio~ial security and dirrereut kinds of bilat:r
I~ments. (c) enforcement of ~asures adopted for the protection of the vor ers
U the cort:':luoity.
'·0 11"_,..",. th C ., , ... ,. '''r~'lt.i to tl8Y r8rticul~ at entiQll.
~ •. 1 ..a..L.LJ'. e Omr'11Sl::il.on reques'totu nl:l.l-ItrA4 ; 'd t th plb1 t '~f

In her study. to young vonen victims of clandestlne traffic. en 0 e •
• 't t' b false promaea of

,.~g girls and vomen who are lured into live~ of prostl U 100 Y 11 bl
~r,e&S jobs and to keep the Commission in ronted on 1)ro reas and nake ava a e
er findings on .atters of special interest t it (see parllPraphs 79- 81 •
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IX. IRFW"t:. CE OF MASS COMMUlIICA1T N :DIA ON Ho
ATTlTUO>:5 TOWARDS THE ROLES OF IIQK;;N I.I PR

l.1 The Commission considered item 10 of ita agenda at it
meetings. It had before it a report on the subject prepare1
General (L/CJ.6/58l).

242. In introducing the report, the representative of the S ~ret ry-G~ner81 stated
that in view of the fact that only 28 Governments and ,000- ov ~n ntal
organizations had supplied infoT~ation, the report vas Jf a tT 11 in ry nature.
Most of the replies received considered the influence ~t th ~ication

media on the for.:.ation of a nev attitude towards t e role of vr n reseDt-day
society to be ot the utmost importance and one that needed ad tl r ·eareb.
The replies also substantiated the view that although it vs not ssible
to separate the influence of the media from all other lnf~u ne ~ v rk 10
f.Jrming people's attitudes tovards VOI:l.en, mass media reflect i ... ly what
~as going on in a community. reinforcing those concepts whlCh ~ re t most
prevalent but they also sparked off new trends and were ex on nts of new
movements and changinG values. The report of the Secretary-G n_r_l. thougb
Ilreliminary. substantiated the concern implied by the Cu 01 31_., ln its resolution
1 (XXIV) that the mass communication media might hinder the ff'Jrt of the United
riations to promote equality between men and women in law El wel:. El in fact, and
the efforts to integrate women in development.

243. l-tany representatives at-,reed. that in t>eneral the mass medi 1. portrayed a
neGative image of women to s ci ty. ~ 'p-j n to specific ex~ 1 s of how
broadcasting - radio and television - and printed materi~. pec~a1ly women's
maga~ines. exercised a tremendoua influence on the attit~des of t e opulation ,
e~pbasizing traditional male and female stereotype roles. The je ee of influenc:e
varied, however. depending on the homogeneity of the ;>0 ulation ani the nature Cl

the specific media. In rural reas of developin countri~8. for ex~ple, where
illiteracy remained high. printed material had little impact rad~., howev~r. ~ad
proved to be a more effective means of influencin peoples' att1tudes and opinions.
It was Doted that the mere manipulative approach of tne mass media to hu;~an belngs

as consumers without dignity. rightl'J or much intelligence and not as persons, ;/&5

~n itself a violation of human dignity. A fev representa;ives stated that tbe
l.nfluence of the mass cOlLIDunication media was not an isolateo pr,-·blem of each
country. but one of [lobal implications. The mass media did not at the ~reseDt
time possess the depth and range Which the orlnciples of freedo of speech

'dGl . ·~tbrequIre. obally, the flow ot information across the borders ~f c~UDtrles

its corresponding portrayal of women's roles see ed to ~ a one-waY unbalanc~
traffic from western nations vith their rearket economy syste to the jevelOPl
and the sociallst nations.

244. Many
society's
vere used

. .. on
representat1.ves referred to the perluc1.0US effect of advert1.Un
image of women's roles. It was s' ted that naked women. for exampl~
to sell everything from automobiles to drain pipes.

~ Summary records of the meetin s at wbich the Commission discussed tbi
item vere provided.
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245· As an example of the influence of mass media on attitudes and beha',iour some
r!'presentat; ves referred to the influence of violence and orror on Children: s
attitudes and value:!. .l:oXperiments had shovn hoW' children exposed to such
Fro rammes t TO J ;;Ire violent and cruel in tbeir behaviour tovards others.

21.1 be intl.l
con.; chlldr n
11noie ouse '"
WlllCb to dri v
01 comic std
tbe main charac

241. One re r
u!'rdsed a
tU ed vomeo. t
ir all scei8...&. an

." One repr e
It the internat
..el1!'ra! '8 re rt
level.

(' ~ comic strips in the perpetuation of traditional stereotypes
r a very early age and adults was a:80 referred to. For example.

rtrayed as bein late for her dates. buying silly hats and
n rel'reuntative referred to the positive influence exercised

"'hI ch were based rn the Ramayana and the ahabharata. A number of
r were wo n and they W'ere couraseous vise and honest heroines.

t1ve sta:ed t:J3.t in the socialist countries the mass media
lV i fluence on people's attitudes tovards vomeD. The media

e lImited to iomestic York but to activelY engage themselves
con~· activities •

tative contended that at the current stage effectiveness nf action
al level to combat the problem referred to In the Secretary-
~as lImited and efforts should be concentrated at the national

249. A fev re:-, tatives rete-rred to concrete efforts being made to red.r IS
t~ negative ·rend f t e mass media in their countries. so.e Governments were
C~glng tex~ urricula and other features of their educational systems
vuch tended rtray women in their traditional roles of bOUBevives and motbers

not as per on actlvely engaged in the development of their communi ties. One
re;.resentatlve referred to special efforts beiD maQe to eliminate the stereotyped

lIle iure In chi! ren's books and in a few new broad~asting prograe::tles. 'Wolllen'.
tIthes pro r es were a18(' at~empting to research the history of voman from

avrulable r ords.

250. Many representatives mentioned the need to find means to maKe the ln8SS media
a positive lnflu nce in the formation of new attitud.f"S tovards the roles women
~d play in tcday·s society. Among the means suggested were: fir~t. 8ch~18
:ua offer sJ,ecial courses to teach children to be critical of the lnfor:nat1.on

.. 1 received. from the mass media to be able to distinguish different vie....s
Xlr :Osed by it and to be less re~eptive to commercial manipulation, secondly,
ys and girls should be educated through the mass media and the SCho~ls to b:come
~e or the surrounding ....orld and familiar with local, national and Internatlonal
lrr . t'luS. thirdly action betW'een Governments and non-governmental or!:'>&n1.Za lons_

lJ be CO-ordinated in order to make those who were responsible for such medla
lS . re. r&ml:l:es, advertisements and articles _ which ....ere re-enforcing traditlons.l
~t P. stereutypes _ avare of the impact and negative influeD~e in t~e.peop~e'.
\f;1t Cles towar<1s wanen. foorthly. the number of vomen OCCU~Y1DS ~s~tlons In the

l ot tbe mass lDedla at all levels including policy-maklD peSlUona. should
lncreased fifthly Governments n~n_governmental organizations and. educational

~ 1 . " , tien media couldUtlons _houl carry out research on bow the mass commun1ca
,rre !eg18liltlVe and cultural changes in the roles wc en should lay 1n ~OdaY'8
". • d' ...·ined a c r"'lal, lXt Y. it vas stated that as long as the me la re~

ttr rISe and/or dependent on advertisements. there wss lIttle hOpe that 1: would
1t~ an instrument of _ cia! ... snp: aimin"" at the i rovement r the luallty of

\fer tor men and Vome • e stated that in their countrles. rad1.o and te eVl 1 n
t W'Ded by he Gov r nt, others inte~ out tnat al~ u radl and t 1 VI 10D
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were free and independent institutions and the ,~wernment did not interfere -:)@cauSl!
of the principle of freedom of speech, no advertisements ~r commercials were
permitted in those media.

251, Several re~res~ntatives urged the Commission to lve hi 1 priority to the
item at its next session and expressed the hope that. r ~_ ,nal .inars vould be
or anized in each continent, if possible, in co-ordination with the
ihterdisciplinary studies o~ the subject to bp csrried out by p

representative sugeested that the Commission should al$O expand t cope of th~

study so as to cover sOme aspects of the roles of women vhicn ad s tar been
neglected, including such questions as t~e dignity of labour f r both men ana v~.

Consideration of draft resolution and votin

252. A draft resolution (E/CN.6/L.613), entitled InflJ nee of eomcunicatioa
media on the formatioD of a nev attitude towards th rol_ ~r v n 1 Teseot-d~

society, vas submitted by Ar13entina, BelgiUIl, Chile, ~lc bl. "a Rica and t e
Docinican Republic. It recommended to the Econc~ic an ~ial uncil the
adoption of a draft resolution. the first ~reamb~ar par88ra~, nd operative
paragraphs 2 and 3 of which vere amended in the course )f the disc ion and vhich
initially read as follovs:

'Notin~ tbat the preliminary report of the Secretary-Gen~ralon the
influence of mass communication cedia (E/CIL6/581) substa.ntla~e3 the concer!!
expressed by the Commission in its resolution 1 (XXIV) of 1 February 1972
that the mass communication media perpetuate tbp traditional deep-rooted
attitudes held by women and men about the roles of v en in present-day
society, and that the influence of the cas co~unication edla in the
determination of cultural patterns hind£"rs efforts to pro + eQ.ual rights of
women and men and the integration of vor.~n in the develo~ effort,

...
2. Invites the United Nations Educational lcientific anl Cultural

Organization in co-operation with the United Nati~ns to carry out pilot
country studies OD this question in conjunction vith the interdisciplinary
studies ~entioned above,

3. Requests the Secretary-General to prel re a progress report on the
influence of mass communication media on attltudes tovards +he roles of v~n
in present-day society based on infor~ation available to him and to submit it
to the Commission at its tventy-sixth session.

253. The representative of Colombia announced that the sponsors
amend the title of the draft resolution to read I~fl~ence of
media on the formation of Dev attitudes towards the roles Qf v
society.

had a reed to
i-8.S c(llII:1unicati
en in present-day

254. The r~vresentative of Finlan orally proposed that, in toe rirst preacbular
paratraph, the words the roles of women in present-day society shoul~ be ~iri~

to read their roles in present-day ociecy anu '_hat in operative paragup.l 3 tht
words the roles ~f w~en Should be cnangPQ to read the roles of v en and men
The Fro ~sal.. vere &ecepted by the 6 onsers.
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255. The representative of the USSR
countries be inserted in the first
end the mass comnlWlication media .

orally proposed that the words "in several
preambular paragraph betwe~n the words 'that'
The proposal was accepted by the sponsors.

256. She also proposed
s~time in the future
operative para raph 2.

the insertion of the words 'to consider the
between the words United ~ations and to
The proposal was accepted by the sponsors.

possibili ty
carry out in

257. The representatives of Belgium. India and the Philippines orally proposed
~en~nts which after consultation with the other sponsors were COmbined into a
Dew operatlve ara.c:;raph 3 reading as follows:

v all t :,gf'.nizatbn~ ,t t nit atien sy tem and
particul r y the United ~ations Educational. Scientific and Cultural
Organization to make a special eftort to increase their audio-visual
material ~nd to develop their pro rammes in such a way as to promote
the in ecratlJ~ or women in development.

258. The r resentative ot Belgh:m orally prJposed a new operative paragraph 4 to
r ad &s tollows.

.. ern nte: ": .:rge 1': e lUlS 1. v'"lile fLVlng d e regard t
freedom Of~8r;ssion. to adapt their pro~r~es in order to provide for men
as well as wom n a continuing education 85 to their economic and profesaional
prospects and opportunities for leisure, family lite and broadening horizoDs.

The Belgian amend::lent was accepted by the sponsors. and the text of the initial.
operative J:aragraph 3 was put at the end of the draft resolution as operative
fvagraph 5.

259. At its
as amended.

6 4t
[For

meeting. the Commission unanimously approved the draft re8olution
the text. see chapter I. draft resolution Xlv~1



X. PROGllAJotlE OP WORK A.ID .STAllLIS", -rf OP PRI RITI

200. At its 624th and 625tb meetin6s. the Commission cons&Qer u it l~,t

agenda relating to the programme of work and establis~ent of prloTltl
before it a report of the Secretary-General on the subject (El . I 5 snd
and Add.I).

its
It ..ad
Carr .1

261. In introducing the report. the representative of the Secr tary-General
emphasized that ita form. differed from previous reports on toe w(.,.·k ro ramme
submitted to the Commission on the Status of Women. It had bepn r red in
accordance with General Assembly resolution 3043 (XXVII) whic1 ~ roved a new
form of presentation of the budget on a prograr..:ne basis and th ln _r auction of a
biennial budget cycle and a medium-t~rm plan. She drew tbe &tt ntlon of the
members of the Commission to the eight fundamental activitie of ~ v r
progr8.lIll1e for the prOUlOtion of equality of men and women vh1cn ave been formulated
in accordance with decisions and interests expressed by the ~ i n and polici~

laid down by the General Assembly and the Economic an:! Soeu,l ;.;n i1 She inviud
the members of the Commission in particular to express t~eir Vi ws regards
proposeu proeramme objectives for 1916-1919. She also drew att 't~ n to ~conomic

and Social Council resolution 1181 (LIV) on the study of jiscrimina~~on against
persons born out of wedlock and draft general principles on equality and
Don-discrimination in respect of such persons, more particularl tJ "arar.raph 3
of the resolution which invited the Commission to consider, a appropriate, the
study and the draft general principles in the light of the c~ t received by the
Secretary-General from Governments. specialized agencies, reglonal intergoverwuDt~
orbanizations and non-~overnmental organizations in consultative tatUS.

262. Members of the Commission approveC of tht pro ramme of wor :l establlllMeDt
of priorities contained in the report of the Secretary-General. ev indicated
their wish that the various decisions and requests of the Co lssh at the Cl.ll'N:ct

session would be reflected in its future work pro~ramme. On~ re resentative
expressed regret that the report did not contain budget esti te- r lating to the
various activities of the work programme.

263. Members of the Commission made a number of suggestions regarding the vork
procramme. Some were of a general nature, others were more specific.

264. There was agreement that the work programme was very vast. and =onc~rn vas
expressed as to whether the Promotion of EqUality of ::en and Women "rllllC.1 of the
Secretariat vas adequately staffed to discharge its vari"u'- responsibillties. In
the other hand. memb~rs also agreed that the CODmission in future esslonS suoul f

have before it a limited agenaa containing no more than tour or five items ~.
they could devote more time and thought to the substance of the discu~sion.

22/ Summary rp-cords of the discussion of this item were provided.
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265, There vas also a ...reement that a special effort should be made by the
~cretariat as ~ell as by Governments and their Permanent Missions to the Unite~

stiODS to have the documents prepared for the Commission I s consideration sent to
£vernments in accordance with the six-week rule laid down by the Economic and
.;xnl Council. In that connexion, disappointment vas expressed that, desFite the
:xriodicity of t e sessions of the Comcission vhich was nov on a biennial bads,
ro ress had not been made in that regard and documents were submitted too late to

ptrmit Governments and. members of the Commission to study them carefully.

iX. Various r::er.:bers of the Commission vere of the opinion that a cOlDlDittee on
resolutions hould be set up during the session in order to help with the drafting
and prevent the proliferation of resolutions.

201. Different views were expressed as to the name of the Commcission on the Status
of women. While accordi~ to some members its name needed to be changed so as to
conform with t~t ot the Promotion ot Equa.lity of Men and Women Branch, others
felt that the :Iuest10n of a new name should be studied carefully. Some
refresentatives lieved that since the Commission bad been known tor 26 years as
L e loXlIllmission Cl the Status of Women a change vould only create confusion and the.
Vlat vas ually I J:ortant was the content of the Ilroe:,r8DIDe. It vas SlJ.bgested. &180

that the titl f the Convention on the Elimination or Discrimination against
-QlIlI!O should n ed. to 'Convention on the Promotion of Equality between en aDO.

Wocen '

26 , Referring to the eight specific activities of the work progr&lllDe as mentioned
in paraeraph 5 of the Secretary-General I s report different opinions were expressed
u to whether it vould be appropriate to combine activities under the second item
hated therein, relating to a progr8ltlDe of concerted international action for the
.nteeration of vom !) in development, with the seventh item, on informational &Dd
el:!ucational activi ties and the ehtht, ") t nl JL. '\""0. n Y1. ti

:69. 'the suggestion 'Was made that the sixth of the specific activi ties. concerning
t:l.e condition ot vomen and children in special situations could be deleted.
utOgether since it could be dealt with by other United Nations organs concerned
lI1tb tne general question of human rights in armed conflict. The activit~es. C?uld
~ inclUde the consideration of problems relating to vomen workers and IlliCit
tl'SrrlC in women, however. should be retained.

r1", As regards paragraphs 9 and 15, appearing under chapter 1 , se:tion A, of~the
port, entitled ,laboration and implementation of international 1nstruments ,
uld be replaced by a reference to a convention.

11 w' . . 1 d. lth respect to 8ubparagraph 18 (c). appearing ~der sec~10n B, ent1t e
:Ogr&clme of concerted international action tor the 1ntegraUon of women 10

tlc;cent , It vu felt that t.he proposed st.udy to be submit.ted to £eLA would be
eXCellent starting-point to combat discriMination a ainst v n ~ t.he r~on.
erning the pilot country studies mentioned in sUbparagra~~ 18 (i, e.bope

~ expressed that a few of them might be ready tor submission 0 the Commlss~on at
~e: next session. It was also hoped that studies mi6bt be made "tuc. voull g1~e •
~~.tatus to traditional occupations, such as cooking and housekeep1ng, 10 vn1ch

were particularly skilled.

2, Conce .
~r rn1ng paragraph 20 appearing under the

eased th t ' ' . . uld btll.lr a mass commw'Ucat1on med1a sho e
~e the ~once~t of the dienity or labour.
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273. Concerning paragraph 33, appearing under section 0, entitled "Women I S role
rights &nU responsibilities in the family , one representative expressed the vi~v
that. since a comprehensive convention on the elimination of discri inatlon agabst
~omen would be adopted, there ~as no need to envisa a the possibilltt of
elaborating a special convention or conventions ln the field >t family law.
Concerning para[raph 52. under section H, entitled SUbstantiv support for
technical activities· , there vas support conceroine the expanshm of>ucb
activities, but a varning vas expressed that t<O many 8ctivi~1 ~ t at type
might not perm! t the Promotion of Equality of en ana Wo: n rlln t carry out
its oth~r substantive activities.

274. Referring to paragraph 36. concerning the status of vome~ an
one representative was of the opinion that there no longpr was any
out the t~o remaining in-depth countrj studies mentioned ther in.

family planni:la,
need to carry

275. As regards informational and educational activities, discusse 10 paragraphs
45 to 49 of the report, it was suggested that increased co-operatL~n with the
Office of Public Information should be sought. Also, the view wa~ expressed that
greater effort sbould be made to reach women at the grass-roots level and that
methods should be elaborated to that effect. Referring to the ewsletter on the
Status of Women it ~as felt that it should be distributed ~uch ,re widely.

Decision of the Commission

276. A few members telt that the fourt: activity listed in para raph ~ ~f t e
Secretary-General's report. relating to women's role. rignts and responsibilities
in the family, could be extended to include wo~enls role in pub11c life or socie~·

Concerning the invitation of the Econ~ic and ;ociRl Council in its resolution
1787 (LIV) to tbe Commission to consider, as appropriate, t~e ubllcatlon entitl~
The Study of Discrimination a~ainst Persons Born out of Wedloc. (/ together ~~
the draft general principles on equality and non-discrimination in respect of S~O
persons, tbe Commission recalled tbat those princlples bad aIr ady been examine
at the twentieth session, in 1967. At that session the COmmiSSl D, in its
resolution 6 (XX). had expressed its support of the draft principles and initiated
the preparation of a study on the status of the unnarried Dother. 21/ That haQ
led to the elaboration by the Council ~n 1912 of a set of Rener~l principles to
eliwdnate discrimination against the unmarried mother (Council resclution
1679 (LII». In the light of the foregoing, the Commission decided at its 623~
meeting, that it was unnecessary for it to take further action with respect to
Council resolution l7~7 (LIV) (see paragraph b above).

XI. ADOPrION OF THE COMMISSION'S REPO

217· At its 629th meeting on 1 February 1914, the Com:tission on t:1e Status of~
adopted by consensus its draft report on its twenty-fifth sp.ssion.
(E/C~.6/L.660 and Add.I-IS).

221 United Nations publication, Sales o. a.X!V.3.

W The Status of the Unmarried .~oth~r. ...aw and Fra.~ (United alions
publication, Sales ~o. E.7l.IV.4).
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)Cl. RI:SOLUTIOrlS AND OTH>Jl DECISIONS OF THE C<M1ISSION Oil TIlE
STATUS OF wOME!I AT ITS TW£NTY-FIP'rH SiSSION WHICH DO NO~

R 'UIRL ACTIO SY I'JI" ECO Oi IC A.m SOCIAL cau CIL

A. Resolution

278. Th,. Commissbn adopted the following resolution:

1 (XXV). Consideration of proposals concerDin~ a nev
instrument or instruments of international
law to eliminate discri~natioa against women 2§/

he Co 151ioo on the Status of Women

Hav1n considered item 4 of its ageoda. entitled ConsideratioD or
t:roposal concerr.ing a new instrument or instruments of at mat! nu Illlv
to eliminate discrimination against women •

Concerned at the continuing discrimination against women,

Desirin~ to give effect to the principles set out in the Declaration
on the Elimination of Discrimination a8ainst Women and to ensure the speedy
adoption of the necessary practical measures for that purpose,

Recallin its resolution 5 (XXIV) establishing a Workins Group on the
prepar~tion of a new draft instrument or instruments of international law to
eliminate discrlmination against women.

1. Takes note of the york performed by the Working Group,

2. ~tes the Secretary-General:

(a) ~o call on Governments of Stat~s Me bers of the United .ations. 00

specialized a encies and non-governmental organizations in consultative.8tat~s
vith the United Nations. to transmit their comments on tbe drafts contalned lD

the report of tbe Worring Group (E!CU.6!514),

(b) To
'Yovernments

prepare a working paper taking into account the.rep~ies of
speciali~ed agencies and non-governmental or anlzatlons,

3. Requests ember States bearing in
tnternational; nla Year. to examine tboae

mind that
drafts as

1975 ba.
a matter

been dt;osignated
of ;riority.

~o1!!! to place on t.e agenda of lts twenty-sixth session
entitled 'Consid ration of a draft convention OD t e eliminatIon of
discrimination a ainst women

2QJ See paragraphs e4-91 above.
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5. .e~uests the Secretary-General to send in POod
ot the Co~ssion on the Status of '!omen for their conS1
paper referred tn in subpara raph 2 (b) above.

tim to
r .... lon

the metJber~

the vorkir

hdcpted at

B. C:!1er decisions

279. At its 622nd meeting, on 29 January 1914, the Commi ion c n llded that tJe
lLO and UNESCO should ray particular attention to the que tion of n in the
coctext ot their vork relating to migrant vorkers a~d to 1 lt relevant
information to the Commission, and to tbe other bodies conc·rn T r.artic~,

the lLO should be invited as r~rt of its study of migrant vor er tits 1914
International Labour Conference to consider the posit~~n of wom m1grant vorKUs
and hoW' it related to and compared with male migrant workers lind t FOsition of
wives and families ef male migrant workers and the effects of t migration la~

and policies on them and also their possibilities or findi&~ e~ I ym nt. 7he
CottIDission expressed the hope that in its studies on th exploitation of lIigrant
vorkers and on strengthening the international rules for ~h pro,ection of such
workers, the II.£l "ould take into special account th.e position ,. mall" 'roriters
vho face particular hardships or fores of exploitation.

280. As regards Economic and Social Council resolution 114Q (LI ) on cigrant
workers, a Lpted n t. e r" ndl:l. ~ _n C f r
Development, toe Commission noted that thre~ p'ints appeared tc be of special
significance to vomen: (tt) the social aspect of mif'J"ation: th disintegration
of the family. conditions of living of the members of the fami! staying in t!l.e
country and of those in the receiving countries; (b) the legal a ect: protec:ive
laws on both leaving and receiving countries, security an different kinds
of bilateral agreement; (c) enforcement of measures adopted for ~he nrotection of
the vorkers in the community.

281. Finally, at the same meeting the Commission decided to request HalillB l.j'aruzi
to pay ~rticular attention to young women victims of clandestine traffic and to
the plight of young girls and women vho are lured into lives of rrostitution by
false promises of overseas Jobs and to keep the Commission informeJ on progress
and make availabl~ to her findings on matters of soecial inter~st to it.

c"2. For other decisions of the Commissions relating to consideration of proposals
concerning a nev instrument or instruments ~f internationa:i. laW' tl eliminate
discri~ination against ~omen, communications concerning the 'tatus of women,

fO: in rr ~I:\tic.l'l" ip r th at ,w m u f 11 and pr:f~

ot' vorJr: and establishmrnt of priorities, vhich it has brought to the attentlon of
the [eonomic and Social Council, Bee ~ragraph9 2-6.
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XIII. ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSION

~enin~ and duration of the session

283. The Commi S1.0n on the Status of Women held its tventy-liftb session at United
ations Headquart ers from 14 January to 1 February 1914. The COiIlDission held 31

plenary meetin (99th-629th meetings).

2tlQ. The session was opened by Eugenia A. Stevenson (Liberia). Chairlll8.n of the
~a=tission at its twenty-fourth session.

Attendance

205. Tbe fo110W-l0 States members of the Commission were represented Argentina,
8e16ium. Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Canada. Chile, China. Colomb18.
~sta Rica, Dominican Republic. Egypt. Finland. France, Greece. Guinea, Hungary,
loaia, Inuonesia. Japan, Kenya, Lib~ria. Jicaragua. 59/ ~igeria. Norway.
Philip~illes. ROItarlia. 'rhailand 1 Union of Soviet Socialist Republics I United 1(lD

of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. United States of America and Zl!Lire. The
Ceotral African Republic and Madagascar. also members of the Comcission. vere DOL
"~re,ented. b ervers of other States 1embers of the United ~ation8.

re~resentatives of bodies of the United Nations system. other ioter overnmenta.!
orbanizations and non-governmental organizations also attended the session. A
complete list is given in annex I to the present report.

Election of officers

2~. At its 599th ~eeting, on 4 January 1914. the Commission elected the t~llov1D
officers by acclamation: Chairman Let1cia Ramos Shahani (Philippines).
Vice-Chairmen. Licelott arte de B;rrios (Dominican RepUblic). Lva ~l.t.d (Norvay)
IDd t&nna bakor (1.{ungary). Rapporte\Or. Ruda TiteOlVa 1ohallllll.eCl (Higeria).

Aol!:enda

- 1. :"he COIlllIlission considered its agenda at its 600th meeting. It had Jetore it
tte ~rovi8ional agenda (E/CN.6/570 and Corr.l) drawn up by the Secretary-General
m cODsultation with the Chairman of the Commission at 1tS t.enty-~o rth stSS10n.
After some discussion. the Commission agreed that subitelll 11 b) of the flr~VlS1ona.l.

\geoaa should become an independent item. It further a~eed to revue all htly
. e erder of items. The provisional agenda, as a whole. as Ill:!ended, vas adopted
lIltbout objection •

. The agenda adopted by the Commission (E/CN.6/,J1) is reproluced in 'lMex II
to the prtsent report.

59/ Attende~ the 6?Ath mee~ing lnlv.
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289. Thf" CO..3lllission decided, at its 600th e~ting, to ha.ve \oil 8't,y records of t:le
discussion of i teIt..:: 3, 4 6, 7. 8 anG 11.

290. The draft resolutions recommenQed for adoption by t ~ n Oie an~ Social
Council and the decisions taken by the Co~ission of spe ial r 1 vance to the
Council during its twenty-fiftn session I!.r@ reproduc d . n p r I of the present
report. One other resolution and decision ado tea' y t C i 1 n a ear in
chapter XII.

291. !he documents before the Commission at it~ tventy '~rt

annex III.

292. In the course or its twenty-fifth sessien, t e ~

statements by the Secretary-General on ~roposal ~av

~plications which would involve additional bu etar provi
concernino proposals adopted by tne Commissi~n ar~ .v n 1

1 n are listed LD

ote of
... i ve and fiaallcili.

statements
I •

Consultations with non:Rovernment~ jrE n~l~~t~,~~

293. In accordance with rule 75 of tne rules of procedure f t
commissions of the lconomic and Social Council. the ob rver
non-governmental or~anizations in consultative ~tatus with th
statements during the twenty-fifth session"

functional
f' t fo11o...in
C uncil Itade

Category I: International Confederation of Free ~raQe ~nl

6), International Planned Parenthood Fed~rati I (items 3 and
International Democratic Federation (items 3, 4, 5, 7 and 8).

n, (itet:ls 3. ~ and
¥lo "nls

International
.1e Red erOS s. ,

) InternatlOD&l
Internatiooal.

reedom (i telll

Category 11; All-African Womenls Conference (ltems ~ and 0
Alliance of Wo~en (items 6. a and 10), International C~~ttee f
(item 3), International Council of Social Democratic Wom n (it
Federation of Business and Professional WOlen (item 3) St. Joan l
Alliance (item 9) and Womenls International League f0r'Peace an~

Written statements submitted by non-governmental or~anizations ere listed in
annex Ill.
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Annex I

ATrEilDANCE

embers

rventi 1l1anca C;;tabile de Haehinandiarena

Christiane Hoo~toel-Fabri

Bvelorus i an
Socialist

oviet
R tU lie. L. P. a....inkevich

Ctontral Afriefl.n Renublic_

(.'0. le.

C'-.ina.

Colombia--
Costa Rica

!):).... ican Re~ ..£!i£..

~t

!jnl

rra!L~'

Greece'-'-

--l!..

Rita Cadieux

Alicia nemo Roman

f(J Tsien bl
LI Su-W'en --cj

Lilia ~anehez ~orres

'r.1elma CurBn

Licelott arte Je ~rrios

Aziza Hussein

Helvi ~aarinen

Jeenne Chaton

Elli Krispi-Nicoletopoulou ~
Erica Irene A. Daes £/

Hanna 3okor

Keila Tyabj i

~ t d .reDresente at the seSS10r..

bl Did n t attend the session.

c! Acted as representative.



Indonesia:

Kenva'

Liberis. .

:1adat;ascs.r:

NicaraRUa.

Nigeria:

NorvaY:

Philippines:

Poltt&nia:

Thailand:

Union of Soviet
Socialist Reuublics:

United Kin~dom of Gre&t
Britain and Northern
Ireland:

Uni ted States of America

Zaire:

Yetty Rizali Noor

Taki FuJ ita lJ!
Avako ')ba £!

Phoebe r1. A3iyo

Eugenia A. Stevenson

Dons Lucette R~anantsoavinabl

k.elia Barge de Sotomayor 9/
Jose HUla Lu~ ~

Ruda Titeowa Mohammed

Ev& Kols tad

Leticia Ramos Shahani

Florics. Ps.ula Andrei

Ubol Huvan&ndan&

T. N. flikolaeva

Janet Cockcroft

P&tricia Hutar

Sekeb, K&ninda

States Members or the United Nations represented bv observers

Australia? Austria? Cuba. Denmark. GeI'V!any (Federal Republic of)? lsrael. fvede&.
Ukrainian Soviet Socia.list Republic. YU30s1avia.

United Nations Secretar~at

Econooic Commission for Africa

~ Acted as representative at the 628th meetin •
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United Nations bodies

United Nations Children 's Fund. United Nations Fund for Population Acti vi ties,
Uni ted Nations Environment Programme.

Specialized a~ncies

International Labour Organisation, Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations. Uni~ell ~ations Educational. Scientific and Cultural Organization. World
HeaLth Organuatlon.

InterPOvernmental or~anizations

Committee on th.. Status of Arab Women. Inter-American Cortmission of \leeen.

Non-povernmental or~anizations

Cate~orv I: International Confederation of Free Trade Unions. International Council
:r Women. International Council on Social Welfare. International Planned Parenthood
Federation. LeaRUe of Red Cross Societies. Women's International Democratic
rederation World Federation of United Nations Associations.

CatelrOTV II: Associated Country Women of the World. Bah!'! International Community.
Co=ission of the Churches on International Affairs. Intemational Alliance of
omen. International Cornmcittee ef the Red Cross. Intemational Conference of

Catholic Charities. International Council of Jewish Women. International Council of
30cial Democratic Women. International Federation of Business and Professional
VolTlen, International Federation of University Women. International Federation of
Voaen Lawyers. International <k)vement for Fraternal Union 81'\ong Races and Peoples.
"'an-Paci fie and South-East Asia Women I s Association. St. Joan's International
Alliance, 14omen's International League for Peace and Freedom, Women's International
Zionist Organization World Conference of Religion for Peace. World Federation of
Catholic Youth, ~.4orld Union of Catholic Women's Organizations. World's Women's
~ristian Temperance Union, World Young Woments Christian Association. Zonta
International.

~sttt International Humanist and Ethical Union.
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Annex 11

AG!l/DA

1. Election of officers

2. Adoption of the agenda

3. Internationdl Wooen's Year

L. Consideration of proposals concernin.cl: a new instrument or in truments
of international law to eliminate discrimination against wocen

5. International instrunents and national stand.ards re!atinp: to the status
of women:

(a) Implementation of the Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination
against Women and related instruments;

(b) Legal capacity of married women and related questions;

(c) Communications concerning the status of women

6. Study OD the interrelationship of the status of WOQen and family planning

1. Programme of concerted international action to promote the advancement of
women and their integration in development:

(a) Implementation of a programme of concerted international action;

(b) Status of rural women. especially agricultural workers;

(c) Technical co-operation activities for the advancement of women;

(d) Activities of the specialized agencies to promote the advance~ent
of women;

(e) Co-operation vith intergovernmental organizations outside the United
Nations system

8. Protection of women and children in emergency and armed conflict.in theden~
struggle for peace. self-determination. national liberation and lndepen

9. Exploitation of labour through illicit and clandestine trafficking

10. Influence of mass communication media on the formation of a new attitude
towards the role of women in present-day society

11. Programme of work and establishment of priorities

1. Report of the Commission on its twenty-fifth session
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Annex III

LIST OF DOCUMENTS BEFORE THE COMMISSION AT ITS TIIENTY-FIFTH SESSION

Document No.

A/9006/Adrl.1 ("art I)

A/9008

£/5109 and Add.1

Apenda
He:! No. ~

11 Medium-term plan tor the period 1974-1917
(Official Records or the General Asselllblv
Tventy-eiRhth Session, Supplement No. 6A)

11 Report of the Advisory Collllllittee on
Administrative snd Budgetary Questions on the
proposed progr8Jll:le budget tor the biennium
1974-1975 (Official Records of the General
Asse:::lbly. Twenty-eiMth Session. SuPplement
No. 8)

Report or the Collllllission on the Status of
Wo~en on its tventy-fourth sessi~D (Official
Records of the Econo:nie and Social Council.
Fifty-second Session. Supplement No. 6)

£/CN.5/481

£/CN.6/514/Rov.1

£/CN.6/566/RoV.1

1 (a)

1 (a)

Report of the Interregional Mel!ting of Experts
on the Integration of Women in ~velopment:

.ummary

Participation of Women in Communit
Development United Nations publication.
Salo. No.: E.12.IV.8)

Study on the equality of access of girls and
~omen to education in the context of rural
development: report prepared by the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization

Provisional agenda for the t~enty-fifih
session of the Comission on the Status
of Women

Implementation of the Declaration on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women
and related instruments: report of the
Secretary-General

£/CN.6/569
£/CN.4/1122

£/CN.6/510

£/CN.6/511 and Add.1 and 2

1 (cl

2

5 (a)

Advisory
rights:

services in the field of human
report of the Secretary-General
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Document No.

E/CN.6/572

E/~.6/573

E/CN.6/574

All:enda
item No. Title

7 (e) Programme of concerted internaticnal action to
proDote the advancement of ~o n and their
integration in developrr.ent - Co-operation vitb
intergovernmental orYanizations outside the
United Nations sy",tem: report of the Inter_
k~erican Commi. sion If Women

5 (b) International instrument and national
standards relatin~ to the $tatus of 'JOmen _
Consideration of proposal l'oncerning a nev
instrument or inst nts of international lav
to eliminate discrimination a~ainst VOIDeD:

working paper by the Secretary-General

Report of the Workin'"' Group established by
Co~ssion resolution 5 (XXIV;

E/CN.6/575 and Add.1-3

E/CN.6/576

E/CN.6/577

E/CN.6/578

E/CN.6/579

E/CN.6/58C

6

3

7 <.)

7 <.l

Study on the interrelationship of the status of
'JOmen and family planning: report of the
Special Rapporteur

International Women's Year: report of the
Secretary-General

I~lementation 01' a progrwu:e of concerted
international action: report of the
Secretary-General

Programme of concerted international action to
pro!!X>te the advancement of vomen and their.
integration in development _ Co-operation Ylth
intergovernmental organizations outside the
United Nations system: report of the
Secretary-General

Activities of the specialized agencies to
promote the advancement of ~omen 
International Labour Organisation activities
of special interest in relation to the
employment of vomen: note by the
Secretary-General

Activities of the specialized agencies to
promote the advancement of ....omen - Study on
United Nations Educational.~ Scientific and
Cultural Organization I s activities of special
interest to vomen: note by the Secret~

General
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DJcument :10.

E!CN.6/581

Agenda
~No. TI!k

10 Influence of mass communication media on the
formation of a nev attitude towards the role
of vocen in present-day society: report of
the Secretary-General

E!CN.6/582 9 Exploitation of labour through illicit and
clandestine trafficking: Dote by the
Secretary-General

E/Clf.6/583

ElOl.6/583/Add.1

E/r:s.6/5~3/Md.2

E/CN.6/584

7 (b) Status of rural vol'len. especially agricultural
workers: note by the Secretary-General

7 (b) Status of rural WOlDeD. especially agricultural
workers: report prepared by the International
Labour Or~isatioD

7 (b) Status of rural WOlDen t espech.lly agricultural
workers: report prepared by the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United ~ations

5 (b) Legal ca!,acity of married vof'len; capacity to
engage in independent work: progress report
of the Secretary-General

ElCIl.6/585 and Corr.1
and Add.l

E/CN.6/586

E/CN .6/587

E/CN.6/588

ElCN.6/AC.1/L.1

11

o

2

3

Programme of work and establishment of
priorities - \lark progr8JllDe for 1974-1975.
medi um-term plan for 1974-1977 and proposed
prograJlme objectives for 1976-1979: report
of the Secretary-General

Protection of \looen and children in e~ergency

and armed conflict in the struggle for peace t

self-determination. national liberation and
independence: report of the Secretary-General

Agenda of the twenty-fifth session of the
Commission on the Status of Women as adopted
by the Commission at its 600th meeting. on
14 January 1974

International W'omen's Year: report of the
W'orking Group established to \lork out a draft
programme of activities

provisional agenda of the Working Group on a
nev Instrument or Instruments of International
Law to Eliminate Discrimination against Women
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Document No.

E/CN.6/AC.l/L.2

E/CN.6/AC.l/L.3

E/CN.6/AC.l/L.4 and
Corr.l, Add.l/Rev.l,
and Add.2-4

Ap;enda
item No. Title

4 Consideration of proposals concerning a new
instrument or instruments of international
lav to eliminate discrimination a~ainst Yo=eo.:
vorkinR paper 9ublritted by the Union of Sovitt
Socialist Republics

4 United Kin@;doo of Great Britain and. orthern
Ireland: amendment to the draft convention ~
the elimination of discrimination against VO::le~

proposed by the Philippines

4 Draft convention on the elimination of all
discrimination ap,ainst vomen: working paper
SUbmitted by the Philippines and the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics

E/CN.6/AC.l/L.5 4 Egypt, Nigeria and Zaire:
concerning the measures of
the draft convention

draft proposals
implementation of

E/CN.6/AC.l/L.6 and Add.l

E/CN.6/AC.l/L.7

E/CN.6/AC.l/L.8

E/CN.6/AC.l/L.9
and Corr.l

E/OI.6/AC.l/L.10

E/CN.6/AC.l/L.ll

4

4

4

4

4

4

Articles considered by the \.larking Group at its
fourth and fi fth meetings, on 8 and
9 January 1974: working paper by the
Secretariat

United Kinp;do:l. of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland: amendment to the workin, paper
submitted by the Philippines and the Union of
Soviet Sociali::>t Republics (E/CN.6/AC.l/L."/
Add.2)

International Labour Office: suggested nev
article 16 of the draft convention on the
elimination of discrimination against vomeD

Uni ted Kingdom of Great Britain and North:rn d
Ireland: amendment to articles 12, 13, 1 ~
15 of the working paper of the Phili~pines
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republ1CS

(E/CN.6/AC.l/L.4/Add.2)

United States of America: amendments to
articles 13 and 14 of the working pa~r of
the Philippines and the Union of SoVlet )
Socialist Republics (E/CN.6/AC.l/L.4/Add. 2

. des 16
Egypt and Finland: sn:endr!1ents t~ art\ tbe
and 17 of the working paper sublDl tted ~alist
Philippines and the Union of Soviet SOCl

Republics (E/CN.6/AC.l/L.4/Add.3)



Agenda
Docucent No. item No.

rJCN .6/AC .l/L.12 4

E/CN.6/CR.24 5 (~)

rJCN.6/L.658 3

E/CN.6/L.658/Rev.1 3

!ill!.
Draft report of the Working Group to the
Cor:rm.i.ssion on the Status or Women

Non-confidential list of communications
received

United States of America: draft resolution

Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica. Dominican
Republic. Kenya. Liberia. Nigeria, Philippines.
Thailand and United States of America: revised
draft resolution

E/CR.6/L.658/Rev.2 3 Chile. Colombia, Costa Rica. Doainican Republic.
Kenya. Liberia. Nigeria, Philippines. Thailand
and United States or America: revised draft.
resolution

India: draft resolution

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics: amendments
to draft resolution E/Cft.6/L.658

Docinican Republic. Indonesia. Philippines.
:lomania and Thailand: draft resolution

Draft report of the CollDllission on the Status of
Women on its tventy-fifth session

France. Liberia and
revised draft

Costa Rica. Indonesia. Philippines and
Thailand: draft resolution

Egypt. France and Liberia: draft resolution

Dominican Republic. Indonesia and Philippines:
draft resolution

Dominican Republic. Egypt.
United States of America:
resolution

E/CN.6/L.659 3

rJCN.6/L.660 and Add.1-15 12

E/CN. 6/L. 661 5 (a)

E/CIf.6/L.662 5 (b)

rJO.6/L.663 7 (a>

E/0.6/L.664 7 (b)

E/CN .6/L. 665 7 (a>

E/CII.6/L.665/Rev.1 7 (a)

E/0I.6/L.666 7 (d> Egypt.
Zaire:

Greece. Guinea. H~ary. Romania and
draft resolution

E/O. 6/L. 667 ~lgium.

France:
Canada. Chile. Colombia. Costa Rica.
draft resolution

E/ew.6/L.667/Rev.1 4 Belgium.
France:

Canada, Chile. Colombia. Costa Rica.
revised draft resolution
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Dominican Republic and Norvay: draft resol:.ltiOl'

Dominican Republic and Norway: revised drafi
resolution

United States of America: amenaments to drafi
resolution E/C:1.6/L.665

Colombia, Costa t?ica, Do"'inican Republic, Egypt,
France, Greece, Kenya, Ni geria and Zaire: draft
resolution

Egypt 9 Finlan<1 and Unit~d

draft resolution

Ep;ypt, Finland and United
revised draft resolutioD

Title

Dominican Republic
States of America:

Dominican Republic 9

States of Ameri ca:

Afitenda
Document No. item No.

E/CN.6/L.668 6

E/CN.6/L.668/Rev.l 6

E/CN.6/L.669 7 la)

E/CN.6/L.670 7 la)

E/CN.6/L.670/Rev.l 7 la)

E/CN.6/L.671 7 (d)

E/CN.6/L.672 8 Byelorussian SSR 9 Egypt, Cui nea, Hungary: draft
resolution

E/CN.6/L.672/Rev.l 8 Byelorussien SRR, Epypt, Guinea, Hungary:
revised draft resolution

E/c!.6/L.673 10 ArBentina, Bel~ium.

Do~inican Republic:
Chile. Colo bie I Costa Rie.,
draft res ution

E/CN. 6/L. 674

E/CN.6/L.675

3

3

Administrative and financial implicatioDS of
document E/o/.6/L.658: note by the
Secretary-General

Indonesia, Japan, Kenya
9

Liberia and Nigeria:
draf't resolution

E/CN.6/NGO/247

E/CN.6/NGO/248
and Add.l

11

3

state~DtWork procoramme and medium-term plan:
sUbmitted by the Baha'f International COll:::l1wity

, ttta
International Women's Year: statement su~
by the International Council of WOL'1en 't
(category Il, Baha'f International co~un~/.
Commission of the Churches on InternatloD
Affairs, International Alliance of Women,
International Council for Social Welfare,
International Council of Jewish W'oc:en, , W~lh

International Council of Social Democrat1c

International Federation of Business and 'on of
Professional Women, International Federat~ ~it
Social Workers I Pan-Pacific and South-~onsl
Wo~n's Association, St. Joan's Internatl iatioll.
Alliance, Soroptimist International Assoc



:::Oc~nt ]0.

ARenda
ite:n No.

WOceD'S International Lea~ue for Peace and
Freedom and World Union of Catholic Women's
Organi z.atioDs, and World Women's Christian
Temperance Union (category 11)

E/CN .6/1100/249
and Add.l

3 International Women's Year: statement submitted
by the International Council of Women
(category I), Baha If International Cor.muni ty.
Commission of the Churches on International
Affairs, International Alliance of Women,
International Council for Social Welfare,
International Council of Jevish Women,
International Council of Social Denocra.tic
Wocen, International Federation of Business and
Professional WOl!len. International Feceration of
Social Workers, St. Joan's International
Alliance, Soroptimist International AssocIation,
Women's International League fOl 'Peace and
Freedom and World Union of Catholic Women's
Organiz.ations, and l10rld Women's Christian
Temperance Union (category 11)

E/Cll.6/1100/250
and Add.l

6 Study of the interrelationship of the status of
vomen and family planning: stateoent submitted
by the International Council of Women
(category I), Commission of the Churches on
International Affairs, International Alliance
of Women, International Council for Social
Welfare, International Council of Jewish Women,
International Council of Social Democratic
Wocen International Federation of Business and. .
Professional Women, International Federatlon of
Social \-lorkers. Pan-Pad fic and South-East Asia
Women's Association. St. Joan's International
Alliance, Soroptimist International A~sociation,

Women's International League for Peace and
Freedom and World Women's Christian Temperance
Union (category II)

E/C) .6/NGO/252

subMittedstateI:lent
Co~unity

International ~omen's Year:
by the Beha'l International

Imple~entation of the Declaration on the
Elimination of Discrimination against women and
related instruments: state~ent submitted by the
Baha'i International Community

3

5 (.)

.6/NGO/251El

E/CN.6/NGO/253 Status of rural vomen, especially agricult~al
vorkers: statement submitted by the Assoc1sted
Country Homen of the World
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Document No.

EfCN.6fNGOf254

EfCN.6fNGOf255

EfCN.6fNGOf256

Agenda
item No. Title

4 and 5 Consideration ot proposals concerning a new
instrument or instruments of international laY
to eliminate discrimination against yooen:
statement submi tted by the Women IS Internatio.llU
Democratic Federation

8 Protection of women and children in er:oergency
and armed conflict in the strup'gle for peace,
self-determination, national liberation and
independence: statement submitted by the
Women's International Democratic Federation

7 (b) Status of rural women, e5pecially agricultural
workers: statement submitted by the WOttlleDIS

International Democratic Federation

EfCN.6fNGOf257 3 International W~enls Year:
by the Women's International
Federation

statement subcitted
DelllOcratic

3 Greece: suggestions concerninlt document
EfCN.6f576

3 India: suggestions concerninp: document
EfCN.6f576

3 Greece: draft resolution

EfCN.6fWG.lfCRP.l and
Corr.l and Add.l

EfCN.6fWG.lfCRP.2

EfCN.6fWG.lfCRP.3

EfCN.6fWG.lfCRP.4

EfcN.6/WG.lfCRP.5 !I

E/CN.6fWG.lfcRP.6

EfCN.6fWG.lfcRP.7

E/CN.6/IIG.l/CRP.8

3

3

3

3

Belgiun, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Egypt, Finland, Norway, Union)f Soviet
Socialist Republics, Uni ted Kin~dom of Great
Britain and Northern Irela.nd and United States
of America: amendments to document E/CN.6/5T6

lie
Belgium, Byelorussian Soviet Socia1i~t Rep~
Egypt, Finland, Norway, Union of SoVJ.etc at
Socialist Republics, United Kin,:;dom. of ~:.te5
Britain and Northern Ireland and unlti~ 6/5~
of America: amendments to document E .

France and Greece: draft resolution

United States of America: amendmer.tS to
document E/CN.6f576

!I Ho document was issued under this symbol.
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r»cucent ";0.

F1JA!SDHA!AC.1/26

F1JA/SDHA/AC. 2/21

F1JA!SDHA/AC. 3/12

mSOAll20

f;tI'rAO/HR/46

A.q:enda
iteI:l No.

6

6

7 (c)

7 (a)

6

Regional Seminar on the Status of Women and
F8.l:lily Planning for Countries of the Western
Hemisphere

Regional Sef!l:inar on the Status of Women and
Family Planning for Countries vithin the
EeAFE region

Interregional Seminar on the Fancily in a
Changing Society: problems and responsibilities
of its l!lel!1bers

RepOrt of the Interregional Meeting of Experts
on the lote ation of Wooen in Develo ment

United Nations publication. Sales No.:
E.73.IV.12)

Seminar on the Status of WOI!len and Family
Planning, Istanbul, Turkey. 11_21a July 1972
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Ann~x IV

ADMINIS'mATIVE AllD FI!IA!ICIAL IMPLICATIONS OF DECISIO I TAKl:N
BY THE COMMISSION AT ITS TWIllTY-FIFTH SESSIO

Dr~ft resolution
./E/Cll.6/L.658"-

1. Under the terms of the operative paragraph of draft resolution E/CN.6!t.658
(see chapter I I draft resolution III), the Economic and Social Council vould req\;~

the Secretary-General to organize in 1975, in consultation with States Me~bers or
the United nations, specialized at"encies ancl interested non-"'Overrec.ental
organizations, an international conference durin~ the International Wo~en's Ye~~

examine proBress ::ulde by the organs of the United llations system i::. i::pleoentine
the reco:.:c.endations of the Cot:::lission during its existence for the eli~inatioll

of discrimination ar-ainst wor::.en; to consider further prograIm:es to encoura,oe the
rull integration of wooen in the total development effort; to develop a plan or
activity that vill increase women's contribution to the achievel:ent of the goals or
the Second United nations Development Decade, and to recognize the i:nportance or
women I s increasing contribution to friendly relations, co-operation and world pellet.

2. Should the Council approve the holding of an international wO!len's conference
in 1975. financial implications would arise. which may be estimated on the
following assumptions:

(a) The conference would be held for two weeks, from
IT to 28 February 1975; £I

(b) Not oore than two simultaneous meetings would tue place durin~ the
conference;

(c) The lanBuages of the conference would be Chinese, En~lish, Frencb,
Russian and Spanish;

(d) Tbe proceedings would be sound-recorded;

(e) The cost esti~tes provided herein are based upon the conference bei~
held at United Nations Headquarters;

(r) Sbould any Governcent wish to host the conference and should such
iuvi tatioo be accepted by tbe Council the host Govern.cent vould be
required, in accordance vith General Assembly resolution 2609 (XXIV), tC.

bear the addi tional costs of holding the conference at a place other ~
at United Nations neadquarters.

~! A statement of the administrative and financial implications of the drart
resolution was contained in a note by the Secretary-General (E/CN.6/L.674).

BI See the appendix to the present annex.
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3. On the basis of the above assumptions, the financial implications of the
propOsed international wo~enl9 conference are eaticated as follows:

United States dollars

(a) ~

The freparatory process of the conference wuld
require additione1 staff resources for
sutstantive. a~inistrative and external
relations activities for which 00 provision has
been ade in t'1e 1974-1975 approved programn:.e
budget (1 P-5. 3 p-4. 3 GS for nine months
each) •• .•••.••••..•.••.•

(b) Consultants

The preparation of some of the substantive
conference documents would require the services
of consultants for a total of six man-months.

(c) Aental of office space

(d) Furniture and eguiornent

140,500

18,000

7,100

4,800

le) Miscellaneous (cables, pouch,
hospitality. etc.) .••.•

(f) TraVel

communication,
15,000

Travel of staff in connexion with conference
pre] srations and activities .....•

(g) Conference servicin~

(i) Interpretation ...••••.••.

Translation. typing and reproduction of
600 pages of pre-session documentation,
200 pages of in-session documentation and
100 pages of post-session documentation,
including the printing of a lOO-page
final report . • • • • • • • .

12,000

31,200

71,400

300,000

LJra:'t resolution F!C:i. 6!L. 665!Aev .1

-. At the 627th ceetin" on 31 January 1974, the representative of the .
wec:retary-General informed. the COIIE:lisaion in connexion ~th draf:- r.1l l\:.tl n.
!/C".6!L.665!Rev.l reco~ended to the EConomic and SOClal Councll for adOptlOD.
~~t the decision in operative paragraph 2 had financial implications (see
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chapter I. draft resolution VII). On the assumption that the Chair~an would
attend the forthcocin~ sessions of both bodies, the cost of travel and
subsistence was esti~ted at $2.000 in respect of the Co~itte~ f0r DeveloPQent
?lanniDh. in Vienna. and $2.500 in respect of the Cocmittee on Review and
Appraisal. in New York. Should the Chairoan desi~nate another ~~ber ot the
Co~ssion who was based closer to the venues of the sessions in question, the
esti~ated cost of travel would be reduced accordingly.

Appendix

1. The Secretary-General. in accordance with the decisions of t e General
Assembly at its twenty-eighth session, wishes to indicate that the folloving ~or

conferences have already been scheduled for 1975:

Title

(a) Second General Conference of the
Unitej Nations Industrial
Developoeot Organization

(b) Fifth United Nations Congress 00
the Prevention of Crioe aod
the Treatment of Offenders

(c) United Nations Conference on the
Law of the Sea (it required)

Dates

12-26 March

1-15 ept~"::!ber

To be dete~ined

5-30 May

Early 1975(d) International Conference of
Plenipotentiaries On the
Representation or Sta.tee in
their Relations with
International Organizations

(e) Review Conference of Parties
to the Treaty on the Non
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons

2. The Secretary-General, after taking into account the approved calendar o!
conferences for 1975, considers the suggested dates of 17-28 February to be the
only feasible period during which the conference servicing could be provided :lOS~
economically.
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2.

Annex V

PROGRAMME FOR THE INTER;IATIOIIAL W(XL'1I'S YEAR, 19T'ft/

"Considering that discrimination against vomen is incompatible with htDAn
dignity and vith the vel fare of the fcily ana of society, prevents their
partici~ation, on equal terms vitb oen, in the political, social, economic
and cultural life of their countries and i3 an obstacle to the full
develo~ent of the potentialities of vo~en in the service of their c~untrie.
aDd of humaoi ty,

"Convinced that the full and complete deve!op:tent of a country, the
vel fare of the Yorld, and the cause of peace require the maxi~uc participation
of YOt:len as vell as men io all fields. I!

/EXtract from the pre~ble to the
Declaration on the Elimination of
Discri~ination against Wo~·n, adopted by
the General ABsenbly in its resolution
2263 (XXII) or T November .9617

I. SIGNIFICANCE OF THE YEAR

1. The International Women's Year. proclaimed by the General Asse::bly on
18 December 1912 (resolution 3010 (XXVII» is to be devoted to intensified action:

"(a) To procote equality betveen men and vo~en;

"(l: To ensure the full integration of vemen in the total develofCent
effort, especially by eophasizing vemen's responsibility and important
role in economic social and cultural developcent at the national,
regional and inte:national levels, particularly during the Second United
Nations Development Decade;

"(c) To recognize the importance of wmen's increasing contribution to the
development of friendly relations and co-operation among States and
to the strengthening of vorld peace. I'

The centrbl theme therefore is: EQUALITY. DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE.

t The Year should be a time to reviev and eValua~e progress ~de in th~.e
l~ee &reas since the United 'ations Cbarter establubed the banc ~oaI' ~n
4. 5•. It shoulc1 &.lso stimulate new initiatives ~nd develop or set 10 DOtlon
~c national, regional and international actloo pro racmes.

-!.l ApproVed at th 62Tth eetl'no ot t"e CO-,·s.,·on on ~l January 19"4.e c:..." a .......
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4. Widespread publicity and promotional efforts are needed~ alon 'With
substantive activities designed to have a continuint impact in t _ years ahead,
as part of a sustained long-te~ effort of the international cc ~ity to
improve the condition of women and their contribution to society.

5. The Year sbould demonstrate the value of a unified approach to issues or
human rights~ development and peace, 'Which cannot be successfully dealt with
as isolated questions distinct from each other. It should be viewed as an event
in vhich both cen aod women viII participate.

6. At the S~e t~e. the activities and programmes should find an echo among
men and women from urban and rural areas. froe all walks of life. ln all
countries, and stimulate their imagination and their creativity. As a large
number of activities will be organized and carried out in connexioD with the
Year, appropriate governmental and non-governmental authorities u 1 be
requested to make adequate budgetary allocations.

II. OBJECTIVES MD GOALS

1. The many declarations. conventions and other recommendations adopted by
tbe United ~ations and the specialized a~encies have established international
goals and objectives, all of which provide ~uidance for the e., r t:'n or
national. regional and international pro~rammes for the observence of the
International WOI:len's Yearj BmOn·· then:. the Universal Declaration of :uman Rights,
the International Covenants on H~an Rights, the Declaration on the Eli~nation

of Discrimination against Women. the International Convention on tt:.e Elimination
of All Fores of Racial Oiscri!:linstion, the Declar!l.tion on Social Progress and
Developcent, the International Strategy for the Second United Nations Develop:ent
Decade (General Assembly resolution 2626 (XXV» and the proer~e of concert~

international action for the advance~ent of wo~en (General Asseobly resolution
2716 (XXV». The specific objectives set forth below are based on these and
other instruments and should be especially emphasized in the pro'rac=es and
activities undertaken in observance of the Year. b/

8. Programmes aod activities should be directed, as part of the total
develo~ent effort, in particular towards:

yet

A. Equality

Ca) Achieving full. equality before the lay in all fieldS vhere it does not
exist;

(b) Meetin- the health needs of girls and w~en equally 'With those of ~s
and ~en, vhich should be recognized as 8 prerequisite to the pr~~otion of eqwUi~

betveen thee and to the full participation of both in the develo~ent effort.

CC)
the ri,;ht

Fromoting eqUality of econooic ri hts, inclUding the ri~ht to work ~
to equal pay for vor~ of equal value, non-discriminatio~ in

El A list of relevant 1uman rights instru.r.lents appears in Appendix II below.
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eoployrnent opportunities, govern.'nental as \lell as J.rivate, and security of
e=ployoent after I!larriar;e;

(d) Promotine equality of ri:hts and responsibilities in the f~ilv and
booe and creatin~ awareness and recotnition that men and \/Omen bave equal
riebts and oblisations to'J&rds the~elves as individuals, tovards their children
as parents, and towards their societies as citizens;

(e) ':;nsuring that 'WOcen as well as men participate fully and as equal
partners in policy fo~ulation and decision-~akin~ at the local, national and
interr.ationa.l levels, including develop::lent plannin , educational prosr8lllming
and questions f foreign policy such as disar::l80ent and the strengthening at
friendly ela ions among States;

B. Develo~ent

(r) I=rroving the 8\f8.TeneSS ot 'WOoen in tbe developed countries through
effective 1Dfor·~tion and education, of the living conditions and proble::.s ot
~en in the evelopin~ areas in order to intensify tbe contribution ot the
for=er 1" '!"'"tion;

(R) T or_viD' the living and working conditions as well as the status ot
both' en aod 'IIOmen throu hout the co~ity and expanding freedom of choice
tor all perscns in planning life patt~rns that permit the develop:tent ot tbeir
fOtential as iOl1ividuals;

(h) Improving the q~ality ot rural lite through the provision of cultural.
educational an 1 e,: ploYttent opportunities in the rural areas.

(i) 1J:lprovin the condition of rural WOl:len on an equal basis with men
especially as regards training in co_operatives, modern agricultural and
technical t'!thods. vocational training, the use of modern labour-savintl;
devices in homes and modern ~cthod8 of child-rearing;

(J) Eli~inating illiteracy and ensuring eQuality of educational
~DOrtunitip~ at all levels (including vocational training) and the 88l:l~ choice
of curricula for male and female students, preferably in the same schools for
boys and ,irls;

(k) Actively encour~ing women to train for and enter non_traditional
occupations, providin proper guidance and counselling and expanding co-operative
pro racmes ~ong wooen of different countries that would contribute to
international understanding through shared endeavours;

(1) Providino; training (includinr in-service training) for women in all.
tields, including citizenship and leadership, consumerism. o&na~ement, and BClence
and tecl:molo3Y, k~eping in mind the concomitant need to help find e:lployt:.ent
opportunities tor \IOI:Ien who coo.plete the trainin'"' period;

(m) Giving effect, in planning national and international pro rlU:lt1es, to
toe concl4Slons of the report of the Special Rapporteur on the interrelationship of
tile status of women and t'a:nilv planninp: (E/CN.6/S85 and Corr.l and Add.l)
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and al. to any recommendations which may be made by the World Population
Conference in 1914.

(n) :rovidiog social
care, social an1 co~unity

services. (including health.
servi:es) and far end boce

rBOily
ut si

onine I chil:!
n services.

(0) Developing and extending a network of health services r the
protection of ._aternity and or the health of the ~ther an ~ ....

( p)
places of

Seekin to
detention;

iQprove the situation of vc en in n.isons D ther

wberf;:ver it
'tartheid and

le inclUding

(q) Co:bati~ racis~ and racial discrimination whenever a
manifests itself, and lendin~' support to the victios of ra.cis!t.
colonialism as veIl as supporting women and children in arned ~r

the strupgle for independence and self-dete~nation;

(r) Combating exploitation of women and girls throu~h illicit and
clandestine traffickin~ ;

C. Peace

(s) Promoting the peace efforts of women I s roups and oth
international organi~ations and encouragi~- on the part of all v
the pro~tion of detente in the world. international peace ana
~ong States. through contri~tions to such measures a~:

r naticnal an.::.
• of the vorld,

-operation

(i) Ooobatino colonialism, neo-colonialis~. foreign docination anj alien
subjugation, !E!rtheid and racial discrimination;

(ii) The reali~ation of the principle of the right of people to
self-determination;

(iii) Disseoination of information concerning the United lations Charter
and activities es well 8e the principles of international law;

(t) Participation of vo~en in safe uarding peace which would 'ro~te

economic. social. cultural and political conditions that contribute to the
advancecent of the status of wonen and men.

(u) Developing and implementing international standards and other actio~
to encoura~e peaceful relations among States on the basis of th~ princi~les
of the United .lations Charter. relevant United ations resolutions. a5 well d

i~ternational law;

(v) Facilitatin the free flow of information and ideas azona cOUDtrie~.
havi~ due regard for their sover~i€nty and non-intervention in their domestlC
aff""irs, on the contribution of wooen as well as :len to peace and to toe .
~rocotion of friendly relations amon States and to peace. and prcooting ::~
exchange of visits by women of different countries to study common probl~j'

(w) Recoeni~ing the value. for the country's over-all develoFGent anu
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advaDceneDt~ of the untapped resources of women to contribute to the national
culture I development and spiritual values through their work in voluntary
activities as well as in the labour market ace home management.

IU. ACTIVITIES AT THE I:ATIO'lAL LEVEL

A. Special acts of comeecoration

9. Arl i:la tra... statecent might launch this International Year. In order to
cophasize tile L penance of the Year. it should be procalbed in each State:

(a: the highest official authority;

(b) y ppro~riate local officials;

(c) 1; ":1 and women leaders in all fields.

National nro-rammes. targets and ~rioritie,

10. Speci.~r eta 8h~ ,j,d, be estaUished to be ac':ieved by 1980 and 1985 ror
t e attain::ent or the objectives of the Year St:t forth above (tor this purpose
the Ztrate~ for the Second United JatioDS Developtent Decade and the objectives
od targets set forth in the ~rogr~e of concerted international action tor tbe
~dvancetl.ent of \IO:len ShOI.Ld also be studied) (General Asse::.bl,y resolutions
2£26 (XXV) r 19 Nov.~b.r 1970, IUJd 2716 (XXV) of 15 Dece:nber 1970):

. (a) Machinery and orocedures should be set up tor the continuous
reVlew ~nd evaluation or wo~en's inte;ration into all sectors of econocic and
social life at all levels;

(b) Short-term and~term progra=.:n.!!. and priorities should be adop~e~ vitb
adequately funded pro- ra:m:es to achieve the targets and to bprove the condi t1.on et
~en and ensure their inte[ration in the total development etfort.

n particular it is r~ccamended that each country should adopt at least one
10ng:teT'~ constructive prep;ramme based on part 11 ("Objectives and goals"),
sectlon B ("Development"). above.

11 • , ( , t" ,. ,at1.on-wide ir.itiatives from non-goverDI:lental groups e.e:. or~anlZ8 10D8 In
business, industry and civic life professional or anizations, labour unions,
~cational institutions. student 'associations , mass communication edia etc.)
s \lld be enlisted in order. for example:

tal To help to brin progress in tbe area of wooen's ri hts and
reSPOnsibilities'•
. (b) To increase participation in and support for the national ani
1nternat·10nal women's ~vements;

(c) To work towards promoting a fUll partnership betwe_n men and vomen.
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C. National commissions or similar bodies

12. A national comcission, or s~lar body, if it does not llready exist,
could be established (and, vhere appropriate, local cocmissions or cOCQittees)
with 3 mandate to review, evaluate and recommend easures and r10rities to
ensure ~quality betveen een an~ women and the tull inte ration r vocen in all
sectors of national life. Wherever possible such bodies shoul be coeposed of
both Den and yemen and include ~ver~ental and non-~overnnental representatives.

13. Under the comcission, or sizilar body, sub-co=cis ions or Yv-king ~roups

could undertake fact-finding and comprehensive studies, payie special attention
to the needs and problems of wooen in both rural and urban areas.

D. Special counsellin6 offices

14. A network of special counselling offices could be establis~ed to advise
women about their rights and obligations and tbeir participation in developoent,
with competence also to deal with cocplaints regarding infringe~ents of wo~enls

rights and to make legal aid available when required.

E. Publicity and educational ~easures

15. Programoes of publicity and pro~otion should be conducted 10 both urban and
rural areas, er.phasizing the three objectives of the Year and the particular
constructive programme adopted by such ~eans as:

(a) Ph~phlets. posters and paid advertisin~

(b) Commecorative postaJe stamps, calendars, first-day covers and
cancellations;

(c) Commemorative publications;

(d) Spot stat~ents on radio and television;

(e) Revised textbooks replacing traditional stereotyped imar.es of
men and women by new concepts;

(f) Radio and television talks and forucs, including
activities of vo~en from all walks of life, vhether or not
prominence;

. 0 t"those focuslng 0 M

they have achieved

(g) Free time for United Nations progra=mes on national radio and
television networks;

(h) Films and film festivals;

(J) Organizat~on of contests (e.~.• essay and speech
poster contests. qUlz pro~rammes and public debates).

(i) Exhibitions featuring artistic
~::;

snd cultural works, especially by
. • a:<!

contests I painUoc;
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(k) Awards honourin6 achieve~ents by women in specific fields;

(1) Av rds hono~ring outstanding contributions of wocen and men to the
t:'lreefold ot'> ectives of the Year;

(m) SpOrts events and competitions;

(n) Has:.. distribution in national and local languases to schools and the
eneral publlC of the Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination against
w~en. and other related international instruments.

16. Schools, colleces and universi ties should be encoursf;ed to establish
pro r&.l:lI:les fer teaching and research in questions related to the promotion of
equ!lity ne ec and women and the elimination of discrimination and prejudice
~ainst wC en d the contributions of wo~en to society should be stressed.

11. Mater:l.L (including a·..ldio-visual caterial) cl should be prepared dealing with
voctnls rights. responsibilities and the causes of prejudice and discri~in&tion
&""ainst women, toret~er with ways of overcooing it, for use by:

(a) Students and teachers in prioary and seco~dary schools and institutions
of t.i her leamin (students might be encoUTlL'ied to study the Declaration on the
~1icination of DiscricinatiOD &£ainst ~omen in relation to local customs.
traaitions and practices, and to consider its application to them in their
everyday lives);

(b) Employers. vorkers and trade unionists;

(cl Coacunity roups and voluntary or~anizations.

~9. Attention should be given to the establishment. where it is considered to
be appropriate, of vo"-en's history centres. which vould gaU:er and iIlk avai~.ble
:ecords of the develop~ent of the status of vo~en on a national and intern&t~onal
bads and vauld reserve the papers and other records relatin to this subject •

•9. -Aucational I'Jro ram:nes should be developed to inform wooen of their legal
rights and of "he means available for securiniJ their enforcecent.

20. Progr8l'!l:1eS should be developed to aid the upward oobili ty of women through
:~ucation, to provide counselling and guidance on educational and ~Cl.ploymen7
pportunities. eared particularly to wooeD who plan to resume then educat~on or

JOb-tra1nin after an absence of years from active participation. ~d to expand
... " ....... fro rammes for vor:en ..mo wish to re-enter the labour torce.

Ot~er proEr~es should be developed:

<a)
Vh, et

-

To promote equal
and the access to

participation of vo~en and ~eD in t~e ~abour
positions of leadership for vo~en w~thin the

union
unions.

'1 £/ A list of relevant Unit~d Nations material and where it ay be obtained
~ 1 auoaequently be issued as docunent E/CN.6/590.
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(b) To provide se~inars and workshops to prepare ~ en r partieipation
in politics at local, state, national and international levels

(e) To offer executive leadership and anSFement trai~i

for vooen.

F. Studies and surveys

pvcrtunities

22. StUdies and surveys are needed on all aspects of the stat~s ~f vo eo, both
in law and in practice and on the chanp,in roles of men and ~ en 1n society
and in the family. A list of sU8&ested fields of study pp r ln appendix I
below.

23. The folloving broad areas cerit special attention.

(a)
i:.:Ipede or
constrain

Inquiries into customs, traditions, ~racticcs and
promote the exercise of equal rights o! ~en and w
or increase vo~en's contribution to ievelo e~t,

Iltt ... es wbich
and w:'ic::'

(b) 'The assess~ent and eValuation of vo~en's curre t and petential
contribution to the various sectors in relation to the country's lver-~ll

development plans and programmes.

(c)
over-all

The interrelationship of the condition of vocen,
develoJXllcnt.

OpJ ation change, !l.lli

(d) Extent of ,..ctt.en' s participation in the labour fvrce er i their position
within it and io trade union organizations. 3pecial a.t ntioD h Id also be

given to the agricultural and service sectors of the econ<J::Y !md the question 0:
co-operatives.

(e) Influence of scientific and technological develo{:Ccnts on the positio:;
of vomen and their integration in the development effort.

G. National conferences and other meetinKs

24. National governmental and non-novernmental conferences se~inars. trainino
courses and other types of meetings'shOUld be convened dUrl~g the Year to disc~5
the attainment of the three ~in Objectives or particular aspects of these

bJ t" d ' ..o ec 1ves an establish short-ter::l and Ion -~er:: pro rBmCles. Goverrutents s.•~->.~
place 8 yreater nUQ~r of qualified wo=en on national dele ations to i~ternatl~
conferences, United Nations sessions and meetin s and other int~rnaticDal ~~~
dealing vith problecs of major national conce~. 'The Secretary-Gen~ra1 shoul~
re~nd Governzents of the need for steadily increasin such participation by~

H. Exchan~e nro"rammes

2,' Ex~han-e prolrammes {e_g., visits. fellowships, lecture tours and
dl~eussl0n . groups ~ fOr both I:len anll vorr.en should be orR;ani zed to study eo~ OD
rroble::s. 1n par l.cular, the n~ber of scholarships ~rar,ted to vo::en and girls
~_c~d be increased in 1975 an vocen should be appointed in rester n~bers U

-110-



m~bers of delegatioDs to seminars, congresses etc., at both the international
and the national levels.

26. The activities of women's or~anizations for improving the conditions of
li~e and futur~ prospects for wo7en and for contributing to the develop.ent of
trlendly relat~ons a~d c,-~~ ratl~n ~cng natien~ and peace should be d,ve_ p~d

and strengthened by ~ncreaslng co-operation and exchan~e between th~, ~nd iving
their efror~ and achievecents wider publicity and support by Govern=ents and tbe
'eneral publlC.

I. Ratiric&tion an~implementationof international instruments

27. <;every
ratify all
the Year,

effort should. be made by Goverm:ents vhich have Dot already done so to
existing international instr~eDts relatin to women's rights during

to i~~le .ent fully their provisions.

IV. ACTIVITIES AT THE RroIONAL AND IN'ITRliATIONAL LEVELS

28. ProclB:'"ations and/or state=ents inaugurating the Year should be issued
(al by the wecretary-General and the executive heads of the specialized a~encie.;
(tl by the resident representatives of the United Nations Developcent Progracme,
(cl by executtve beads of inter over~ental and non-3Qver~eDtal ~r anizations.

29. As ate
conference sb

point of the international
uld be or anized.

observance ot the Year, an international

30. An appeal should be ~ade to Gover~ents of countries in the different re iOns
to establiSh re ion&1 co::roissions on the status of women and to organize withi!)
existin inter overnnental and other siClilar orl!anizat:ions. pro ramces for voIDen
ei.ced at their full inteol;ration in national and regional development wnich would:

(a) Place special emphasis on relieving the burdens and increasing the
economic output of rural women en~a£ed in a~iculture, on providin~ facilities for
~ood p~eservation and processing, child care and also on providing co-operative
ed,ucattor..

(b) Co-operate vith interested United Nations bodies, intergovernmental and
uon-governmental orBanizations. particularly with the Commission on the Statue of
Women;

(c) Provide in industrialized areas advice and services ai~ed at i proving
verking conditions, family life and participation in all aspects of re~ional
d.evelop::lent.

~. Re ioo&1 Eeetin~s could be or ani zed by the United Nations and.the Ip~ci~ized
~enciest wherever possible in conjunction with the rerional eCOnO~1C cO~SI10ns.

32. Ite:s rel9.tin'3: to the three :..air:. objectives of the Year .hould >e ioc1 de<! in
the ~enda of the General Assa:bly at its thirtietb session, in 1975, &Dd of t.e
ge~eral conferences, ass~blies or similar ~eetings of the specialized ~encies and
Clther Unite~ Nations bodies.
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33. All vr~~ns responsible for the cid-term review and appraisal of the
International Develo~ent Strategy for the Second United Nations Development
Decade. wdch is to take place in 1975 should be reQ.uested to P'lY ">ecial. attention
to the inte~~ation of women in the total developoent effort.

34. The re~ional intergover~ental oreanizations. regional econ lC cor:dssions
and specialized agencies should establish C. ~ 1'- ... pro rammes an cO:J!U.SSiOOfi
or offices to deal vith questions of equality of cen and v' e'"1 n the integratioc
of voten in development (the action taken by the ~ono~ic C~iss~ ror Africa
'"Iihht provide an eX8!:1ple useful for t .. T i l: . ... ~ ,,@

co-ordinated at the international level and bro~ht to the attention of the
Commission on the Status of Women.

35. Every effort should be made to further during the Year the e...aboration of a
new international convention dealing vith the elimination of ~iscri~ination

against ....omen.

36. All necessary measures should be taken to adopt a declaration Qn the
protection of women and children in emer~ency and armed conflict in the stru ~l

for peace, self-determination. ~ational liberation and independ~nee.

37. Publicity and educaticnul measures, studies and surveys. conferences and
other meetings and exchant'e pro ·'r8l:ll::es similar to those proposed "le the national
level could be developed recionally and internationally.

38. The Office of Public Information of tbe United Nations Secretariat should
produce c.aterial about the lite and problems of vomen in developin countries
to be used for inforcation in the developed countries _ and about the vays and
Deans of action. which have ;r~ved to be useful in pro~oting the status of
VOl:len.

39. Particular attention should be given to:

(a) The issue of an intE:rnational symtol for the Year;

(b) Preparation in advance of the Year of pamphlets. posters and
pUblications;

(c) Issuance of a United Nations stamp. first-day cover and cancellations;

(d)
capi tals

Radio and television programces to be f.iv~n simultaneously in the
of Member States;

(e) Films and film festivalsi

(r) International eXhibitions featuring artistic and cultural wrks
especially by vozen.

(g) International avards honouring achievements by vo...en in specific fieles;

(h). Hass distribution in all available lan,,;uB.fes thrOueh the United 'latio!:s
Infor~atlon Centres of the Declaration on the Elicination of Discrimination agai~t
Wo~en and related international instruments.
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Secretariats of the organizations in the United Nations system

40. Organizations in the United Nations system should set an example by:
(8.) elimina.ting froI: their own staff re[U1ations and administrative procedures
~ provisions or rractices which ~ay be discri~natory a~ain&t women,
(b) organizin ~re extensive training and refresher courses for staff ~e~bers;

(e) assochtina: interested staff: eo.bers in the i.I:l.ple: entation of the
IDternational. WOI:;en I s Year progra..""l!Jes; (d) preparinr a report for consideration by
Govern:cents on whet has been done by the United Nations Secretariat and the
specialized a,gencies to i _prove the status of WO::len since the este.blish.':lent of the
DY.=dssion on the Status of W~en ie 1946.

41. Cvery effort should be Jtade to render assistance and give support at the
regional and international. levels to national programmes a.cd activities or~anized

as part of t.'le :>bservaoce of the Year.

42. A. report st.ould be prepared for consideration by the Coc:nission on the Status
of \.lacen describing and evalu~tting activities undertaken durin;: tr.e Year by
~vernc.ents, United Nations bodies. specialized agencies, intergovun:nental
or·anizations and non-governr.ental orga.cizations.
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Appendix I

TOPICS FOR RESEARCP. STUDY. SEMINAR~

SIMILAR TYPES OF MEETINGS

(0) The conditioning of children to role playing
traditional father figure becoming an obsolete concept"
capabilities for learning and performance influenced by

..ND

i t eb of the
Are a vor:an1s

her b 10 lCa! tlake-up1

(b) The obstacles to the intetVation of vor.-:en in econo tic and socia.l life
and to their fUll participation in econo~ic and social 'evelo~ent.

(c) The image of yomen at various times and in different c ~'tures and the
history of their struggle for emancipation.

(d) The ill18.ge of Yomen in textbooks: is therf' S lppre i(ln of facts,
distortions about their rights and responsibilities, i '~rance 0' their histoneu
achievements, presentation of their role in family lif etc.?

(e) The image of yomen in the mass media (press, r'ldio, films, televisioD)
and its use in advertisinc.

(f) Attitudes of men and vomen toyards their respective roles in the racily
and in society. I

(g) The ori~n, motivations and claims of the contel pOrary wooen's move~Dts,

(h) Survey of vel fare services in such fields as child care and domesticWTl-

(i) The responsibilities of both parents in the upbrin~ing of children Md
in fanily life.

(j) Cross-cultural studies of cale and female social roles defined accordiot
to sex.

(k) Comparative stUdies on the content and impact of differing preparation
of nen and vo leD in fulfilling social roles needed for developrr.ent.

(1)
conflicts
levels.

Co~oarative stUdies on the sociological and psycholop,ical stresses Md
vhich arbe Yhen vomen (and men) assume nev roles in society at various

(m) In-depth case studies of involvement of vo:en in development as pereeiyeJ

by women by men and by other groups, such as adolescents or community elders.

(n) Comparative studies of title use by Den, vomen. children and the fui1J
as a unit, in their everyd~ living patterns.

(0) Studies of Co~unication oatterns within the famdly. between adult
meMbers and betveen adults ~d children.
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(pl
re-ionsl

Studies on 'Women's role as
interdisciplinary research.

an important conponent of local, national or

(q) Studies on the role and contribution of vomen for the improvement of
health and afety conditions for 'Workers in rural and urban areas.

(r) Stuclies on the enactment of legal, administrative and social rrteasures
and the provi ion or social welfare services for the effective protection of
=i~ant vor!te~. their families and especially young women.

(s)
rivate 1

Co rative studies on severgl SUbjects of family
v rel~tin~ to the status of women and children.

and international

(t~ Co rative studies at the resional level OD certain SUbjects related to
the adoption of new legislative measures for such purposes as the protection of the
vorldn15 n,other • the creation of equal opportunities of york and !!qual pay for equal
vork.

(u)
Action to

The role ef vomen
Co ~at ~acism and

and their contribution
Racial Discrimir.ation.

during the proclaimed Decade for

(v) Student vorkShops should be organized at the national hvel tor the
teachin of inteT'l.ational lav, vith particul9.T reference to topics related to tbe
Jt.ited ation Charter. the Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination
ar.ainst Women. t'1e Uni versal Declaration and the Covenants on Human Rights. as well
u the Dec13ration on Principles of International Law coDcerniD! Friendly Relations
and Co-operatlOn ~nj:t States in accordance with the Charter of the United Jiations.

(v) Studies on voments contribution in all fields of labour.
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Appendix 11

RELEVANT HUMAN RIGHTS INSTRUHENTS ,!/

Recommendation concerninr night work of vom~n in a riculture (1~21)

Universal Declaration of Huean Rights (194B)
Convention concerning Night Work of T-.'ocen Dnployed in Indu try (revised ill l';'lod

Convention concerning Freedom of Association and Protection of tb Right to
Organize (came into force in 1950)

Convention concerning Equal Remuneration for Men an~ Wot!1en Workers for Work of
Equal Value (1951)

Convention concerning th~ Application of the Drinciples of t e Rigttt to Org8llize
and to Bar~ain Collectively (came into force in 1951)

Convention on the Political Rights of Wo~n (1952)
Convention concerning Maternity Protection (revised in 1952)
Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Persons (1954)
Reco~endation concernin" mini~ standards of social security (1956)
Convention on the Nationality of '~arried Women (1951)

Discrimination (Employment and Occupation) Convention (1958)
Reco~ndation concerning occupational health services in places of employmentU9~

Declaration on the Granting of Indenendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples (lgSC

Convention against Discrimination in Education (1960)
Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness (1961)
Protocol instituting a Conciliation and Good Offices CO/'lUT'ission to be responsible

for seeking a settlement of any disputes which may arise bet"een States Parties
to the Convention against Discrimination in Education (1962)

Convention on Consent to Marriage, Minimum Age for t1arriage and Registration of
Marriages (1962)

Recommendation concerning vocational training (196
Unit~d Nations Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial

Discrimination (1963)

~ecommendation on consent to marriage, minimum a~e for marriage and registration
of Jsrriages (1965)

Recommendation concerning the employment of WOl!len with family responsibilities
(1965)

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Richts (1966)

!I The year app~aring in parentheses after each title is the year of adoFtiotl.
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International Covenant on Civil and Political Ri~ts and Optional Protocol (1966)

Declaration of the Principles of International Cultural Co-operation (1966)

Declaration on the Eli:'llination of Discrimination against W'ol'len (1967)

Qmvention concernin~ the ~iaxim~ Pe~issible Wei~ t to be Carried by One
Worker (196")

F~lamation of Teheran (1968)

Declaration on Social Progress and Development (1969)
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