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I, MATTERS THAT REQUIRE ACTION BY OR ARE BROUGHT
» U HT TO THE
ATTENTION OF, THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL

A. Draft resolutions

l. The Commission on the Status of Vomen approved the following draft resolutions:
I

International Women's Year 1/

The Economic and Social Council,

Recelling that General Assembly resolution 3010 (XXVII) of 18 Decemter 1972

jroclaimed 1975 as International Women's Year and decided to devote this Year to
intensified action:

(a) To promote equality between men and women:

(b) To ensure the full integration of women in the total development effort,
sspecially by emphasizing women's responsibility and important role in economic,
social and cultural development at the national, regional and international
levels, particularly during the Second United Nations Development Decade :

(¢) To recognize the importance of women's increasing contribution to the
development of friendly relations and co-operation among States and to the
strengthening of world peace,

1. Approves the programme of measures and activities envisaged for Member
States, the United Nations, the specialized agencies, regional intergovernmental
orienizations, the national and international organizations and non-governmental
organizations in consultative status concerned, which has been recommended by the
‘mission on the Status of Women and is set out in annex V to the Commission's
report on its twenty-fifth session (E/5451);

2. Invites Member States, the specialized agencies, regional
iatersovernmental organi zations, the national and international organizations and
wo-governmental organizations in consultative status concerned, to devote the
‘ear 1975 to intensified efforts and undertakings, including the measures and
“tivities get out in the above-mentioned programme;

3. Invites the Secretary-Ceneral to make every necessary arrangeme?t to
facilitate the co-operation of competent regional intergovernmental organizations
i observing 1975 as International Women's Year, as provided in General Assembly
msolution 3010 (XXVII);

8, Feqyests the Secretary-Ceneral to co-ordinate, to the extent possible, the
=3ures and activities undertaken by Member States, the United Nations, the
‘clalized agencies, regional organizations and the national and international
———

| 1/ See paragraphs L7-49 below.
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orgenizations concerned and in particular to collect.and disseminate information o
activities contemplated or undertaken in connexion with the International Women's

Year.

/Approved at the 627th meeting

3% January 1o7k/

11

Establishment of a fund for voluntary contributions for
the International Women's Year 2/

The Economic and Social Council

1. Uelcomes voluntary contributions from States Members of the United Nations,

intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, private foundations and
interested individuals to supplement the resources available to imnlement the

programme for the International Women's Year;
2. Calls unon the Secretary-General to accept such voluntary contributions.

/Aoproved at the 628th meetins,
1 February 197L/

ITI

International conference to be held during
the International Women's Year 3/

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling that General Assembly resolution 3010 (XXVII) of 18 December 1972
proclaimed 1975 as International Women's Year in recognition of the beneficial
work done by the Commission on the Status of Women in the 25 years since its
establishment and the important contributions which women have made to the social,
political, economic and cultural life of their countries,

Emphasizing that, in accordance with the Programme for the Decade for Action to
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination, 4/ activities undertaken in connexion with
the International Women's Year should recognize the importance of woren's effective
contribution to the struggle against racism and raciel discrimination,

Noting that the General Assembly in its resolution 2626 (XXV) of 24 October 10M,
vwhereby it adopted the International Development Stratesy for the Second United
Nations Development Decade, included among the goals and objectives of the Decade ti¢
encouragement of the full integration of women in the total develooment effort,

1. Requests the Secretary-General to organize in 1975, in consultation ¥ith
States Members of the United Nations, speciaslized apencies and interested - anal
non-governmental organizations, an international conference during the Internatic

2/ See paragraphs 50-53,
3/ See paragraphs S4-62.

4/ For the text of the Programme, see General Assembly resolution 3057
annex.
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yomen's Year to examine to what extent the organizations of the United Nations

Lysten have implemented the recom:smndat:.ons for the elimination of discrimination
\zainst women made by the Commission on the Status of Women since its establishment ;
to consider further programmes to encourage the full integration of women with
special attention to women in'mr?l areas 1n the total development effort:; to

jevelop an action plan that will increase women's contribution to the achievement

of the goals of the Second Development Decade, and to recognize the importance of
woen's increasing contribution to friendly relations, co-operation and world peace*

2, Calls on the Secretary-General to provide substantive preparation for
the Conference by a reordering of priorities from within available resources.

/Avproved at the 628th meeting.
1 February 1974/

Discrimination against Women and related instruments 5,

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling its resolution 1677 (LII) of 2 June 1972 establishing a new cycle
of reporting with respect to the implementation of the Declaration on the
flimination of Discrimination against Women and of certain other international
instruments relating to women's rights,

Noting with appreciation the analytical report (E/CN.6/571 and Add.l and 2)
prepered by the Secretary-General in accordance with resolution 1677 (L11),
and the findings and recommendations of the Commission on the Status of VWomen
besed on its consideration of that report at its twenty-fifth session,

Considering that relatively few replies were received in the first series
of reports submitted under the new cycle of comsolidated reporting, and that
consequently & very incomplete picture of the de jure and de facto implementation
of the Declaration and related instruments was available to the Commission on the
Status of Women,

Recomnizing at the same time thet many Governments face difficulties in
obtaining the necessary information for submission to the Secretsrg-seneral and
in meeting other requests for information emanating from the Commission on the
Status of Women and other United Nations bodies,

Believin” however that adequate information on the implemen?a.tion o?‘ the
feclaration and relsted instruments is necessary and important in enabling the
Commission on the Status of Women to evaluate the full impact of it? work, and
that the exchange of informstion and experience of different countries through
tee information furnished is highly valuable,

5/ See paragraphs 103 and 10b.



1. Expresses its appreciation to the 3k Governments and 1k non-governmenta]
orgsanizations which have submitted reports in this first series of reports under
the new cyecle of reporting established bv resolution 1677 (LIT);

2. TNotes with satisfaction the steps taken during the period under review,
from June 1971 to June 1973:

(a) To give publicity to the Declaration on the Elimination of Discriminatioy
against Women and to create fuller awareness and understanding of its principles
through the press and other mass media, published material, various forms of
discussion groups, schools and educational institutions and through the translation
of the Declaration into national and local languages;

(b) To encourage compliance in law and in practice with the provisions of
the Declaration through various measures, including the establishment of national
commissions, advisory councils and similar bodies;

3. Reprets however that in many instances full compliance with the
Declaration and related instruments has not yet been achieved, that wide
discrepancies continue to exist between the de jure and the de facto situation
and that serious obstacles still have to be overcome, especially as regards
prevailing attitudes towards stereotyped sex roles;

k. Invites Governments, specialized agencies and non-governmental
organizations which have not already done so, to submit reports &s soon as possible
for the period from June 1971 to June 1973, and requests the Secretary-General
to forwvard to them the analytical report submitted to the Commission on the
Status of Women at its twenty-fifth session, as well as the guidelines prepared
at the Commission's request in its resolution 3 (XXIV);

5. Urges all Governments, as well as the specialized apencies and
non-governmental organizations concerned to furnish information on the
implementation of the Declaration on the Flimination of Discrimination against
Women and related instruments in the next series of reports, which will deal
primarily with economic, social and cultural rights and cover the period from
June 1971 to June 1975 on the basis of the guidelines provided by the
Secretary-General ;

6. Further invites Governments to consider as part of their long-term
programme for the International Women's Year, the desirability of appointing 85
soon as possible national correspondents to assist them in obtaining and compiling
the necessary data on a regular basis, correspondents that could work in close
collaboration with appropriate government agencies concerned, with national
commissions or similar bodies where these exist and also, where appropriate, ¥ith
interested national non-governmental organizations:

7. Requests Member States to inform the Secretary-General at the latest by
the beginning of 1975 sbout action taken concerning the appointment of such
national correspondents.

/IEproved at the 613th meeting,

23 January 1974/

=



v

Legal capacity of married women including the capaci
to _engege in independent work

The Economic and Social Council,

Considering that article 6 of the Declaration on the Elimination of
Diserimination ageinst Women provides inter alia for the equality of men and
yamen in the field of private law, for the exercise by women of their legel
capacity on equal terms with men and for the equal rights and responsibilities
of husband and wife during marriage,

Noting that:

(a) In a number of legal systems, married women do not enjoy the right to
engage freely in independent work;

(b) In various legal systems the exercise of such right by the wife and her
cepacity to manage and dispose of her earnings from independent work are subject
to limitations which do not apply to the husband,

Taking into account that these situations do not conform to article 6 of the
Jeclaration on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women,

1. Recommends that States Members of the United Nations, where such is not
jet the case, take all the necessary measures to ensure that the legal capacity
of married women is equal with that of men, concerning:

(2) Cainful employment outside the home;

(b) The full capacity to administer their property and the revenue of their

(¢) The administration of the joint property of the spouses;

(.@.) Parental authority over their children and their interest:

(¢) Dissolution of marriage and its legal effects;

?' Recommends further that, in such cases, Member States provide'adequate
:fmedms, Judicial or otherwise, to both spouses to help them solve their .
-..sagreements in respect of questions mentioned above, particular ?mphasis being
p-:rt O the necessity of mediation through competent authorities, with the
*sistance of personnel trained in all aspects of family relations.

[Approved at the 613th meeting,

23 January 1974/

.-ﬁ-.--.*_*
6/ See paragraphs 112-118,



VI

Study on the interrelationship of the status
of women and family planning T/

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling the Declaration on Social Progress and Development proclaimed by the
General Assembly in its resolution 252 (XXIV) of 11 December 19A9, by which it
confirmed that parents have the right to determine freely and resvonsibly the numbey
and spacing of their children, and that families should be provided with the
knovledge and the means necessary to enable them to exercise this right,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 2683 (XXV) of 11 December 1970
designating the year 197U as World Population Year and Econcmic and Social Couneil
resolution 1484 (XLVIII) of 3 April 1970, by which it was decided to convene a
llorld Population Conference in 1974 to consider "basic demogravhic problems, their
relationship with economic end social development, and nopulation policies and
action programmes needed to promote human welfare and development",

Recognizing that the status of women, population change and over-all
development are closely interrelated and that women have & crucial role to play
in ell of these areas, which has not yet been fully recognized,

Recornizing also that for many countries the current and continuing rapid
population growth hes serious implications both for the advancement of women ané
for development,

Believing that the report of the Svecial Rapporteur on the interrelationship
of the status of women and family planning (E/CN.6/575 and Add.1-3) contains a
number of basic principles and defines basic conceots which are hichly relevant
to the achievement of the social and economie goals of the Second United Nations
Development Decade,

1. Notes with appreciation the study made by the Special Rapporteur,
Helvi Sipild,

25 Affirms that:

) (a) The right to decide freely and responsibly on the number and spacing of
their children is a fundamental right of individuals which facilitates the exercise
of other human rights, especially by women;

_(]g) A{?eqm}te information, education and services ensbling individuals to
exercise this right are essential prerequisites for the promotion of the status

of women, and for ensuring their complete integration in social and economic
development at all levels;

(¢) Family planning, which should constitute an integrated and essential port
of development plans and programmes, in countries suffering from over-population

can only succeed in concert with other measures which also improve the status of
women;

1/ See paragraphs 140-142,



3. Urges States Mempers of the United Nations to use the report of the
secial Rapporteur as a guideline in the formulation of their population volicies
od vith & view to promoting full participation of women at all levels and in all
sectors of social, economic and pohtu.:al life, including decision-making levels,
in order to achieve equal representation of men and women and, to that end:

(a) To take urpent positive measures to improve with all possible means
wd especially during the World Population Year and the International Women's
year the access of women to adequate maternity, child-health and child-care
services, education, vocational training and employment;

(b) To include and fully utilize, when considering the establishment of
mational commissions on population, representatives of women's snd other
son-governmental organizations to assist with planning and implementing more
effective health prosrammes for all women and children in rural and urban areas,
vith particular attention to progress in the reduction of maternal, infant and
¢hild mortelity, and the promotion of farily planning and population programmes

of action;

(¢) To introduce population education in schools at all levels and for
jouth attending school as well as for those who do not, in the most appropriate
Enner;

k. Reguests the Secretary-General to distribute the report of the Special
Fapporteur as a background document to !lember States for the World Population
(onference to be taken into consideration in the final drafting of the World
Population Plan of Action, and to issue it, in a popular form;

5. Urges all Member States to provide equal representation for women on
their delegations to the World Population Conference, thus giving them a share in
the formulation and adoption of a comorehensive and effective World Population
Plan of Action;

6. Requests Governments to support and promote as much as possible during
the World Population Year and the International Women's Year programmes and
“tivities of the non-governmental organizations and action grouns which will
“sist in creating a better understanding of the causes, nature, scope and
"-"ﬂﬂef!'fences of the question of population growth and its relationship to the
Fomotion of the status of women and the quality of life;

"+ Requests the Secretary-General:

(a) mo undertake further interdisciplinary and cross-national studies based

o the findings of the Speci ' rt and the conclusions and
pecial Rapporteur's report an )
r-camendations of the Seminars on the Status of Women and Family Planning held in

1572 ang 1973 in Turkey, the Dominican Republic and Indonesie, and if possible to
"t to the Commission on the Status of Women at its twenty-sixth session;

,h-’} To report to the Commission on the Status of Women at its twenty-sixth
%ession the findings and recommendations of the World Population Conference and
Telated meetings as they affect the status of women and their integration in
development.

[Aoproved at the 62lst meeting,

20 January 1074/




VII

Implementation of a programme of concerted international action
to promote the advancement of women and their intergration in
development 8/

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 2626 (XXV) of 24 October 1970 setting
forth the Internaticnal Development Strategy for the Second United Nations B
Development Decade, including the encouragement of the total integration of women
in development,

Recalling further the need to implement the orogramme for concerted
international action for the advancement of women and their integretion in
development set forth in General Assembly resolution 2716 (XXV) of 15 December 1970

Convinced that, as prcgress with regard to improving the status of women has
been slow in many instances, special efforts should be made to review and appraise
progress made in implementing the progremme of concerted international action in
the context of the mid-term review and appraisal of progress made in the first half
of the Second United Nations Development Decade to take place in 1975 which will
also be celebrated as the International Women's Year,

Noting General Assembly resolution 2801 (XXVI) of 1k December 1971, by which
it requested competent secretariats at the sectoral and regional levels to
co-operate with the Committee for Develooment Planning in the fulfilment of its
task by collecting, processing and making available the necessary data and
information, and also the machinery established for review and appraisal
contained in that resolution and in Economic and Social Council resolutions
1621 C (LI) and 1625 (LI) of 30 July 1971,

Taking into account the discussion on the implementation of the Stratesy vith
respect to the advancement of women and their integration in develooment at the
twenty-fifth session of the Commission on the Status of Women and reaffirming that
the Commission has an importent role to perform in assisting the Council concerninf
reviev and appraisal of the International Development Strategy with respect to
matters within its competence, in preparing the mid-term review of the Second.
Development Decade in order that it will reflect accurately the extent to which
goals established for the integration of women in development have been reached,

1. Decides that this role should be performed within the framework of the
machinery for review and appraisal provided for by the General Assembly in 1ts
resolution 2801 (XXVI) and Council resolutions 1621 C (LI) and 1625 (LI);

2. Decides to suthorize the Chairman of the Commission on the Status of .
Women, or a representative chosen by her from among members of the Commission,
serve as its representative to the Committee for Development Planning and the

8/ See paragraphs 164-167.




: Review and Appraisal and invites the
cormittee on : : se Committees to utilize the
sxpertise available in the Secretariat in the field of women's integration in
ssyelopment when preparing comments on the entire review process;

3. ::all§ upon Governments of States Members of the United Nations and members
of the speciallzed age:}cies t9 ensure that women are adequately represented on
iplezations in the entire review process for the Decade;

4, Reguests the Secretary-General, in the preparation of the agenda of all
gessions of the Committee on Review and Appraisal relating to the entire review
orocess of the United Nations Second Development Decade, to rive due attention to
the intecration of women in development, both in programme review and in
subsequent recormendations for modifications in the United Mations programme:

5. Urges Governments of Member States to report on progress made to
izplement the objectives and targets contained in the programme of concerted
sction to promote the advancement of women and their integration in development
under General Assembly resolution 2716 (XXV) in time for the mejor mid-term review
of the Decade in 1975;

6. Requests the specialized agencies, the United Nations Development
Prosramme , the regional economic commissions, other concerned organizations in
the United Nations system and non-governmental organizations to take into account,
in connexion with the mid-term review and appraisal of the Second Development
Decade, the extent to which programmes endorsed by them include projects aiming
st the integration of women in the total development effort, also bearing in mind
the deliberations of the Commission on the Status of Vomen at its twenty-fifth
session and the relevant report of the Secretary-General (E/CN.6/5T7) and to report
thereon to the Commission at its twenty-sixth session and to the Committee on
%eview and Appraisal in time for the mid-term review in 1975:

7. Requests the Committee for Development Planning and the Committee on
feview and Appraisal to make pecommendations to the General Assembly at its
tventy-ninth session for strengthening the Strategy by further emphasizing in
its provisions the necessity of integrating women at all levels and stages of
development , taking into account the specific objectives and minimum targets set

out in General Assembly resolution 2716 (XXV);

8. Requests the Secretary-General to submit & report to the Commission on
the Statuamn at its tw:::{y-aixth session on the allocation of funds and
sersonnel within existing development programmes for women by the United Nations
*yitem of organizations, aimed at achieving the goals and objectives of the Second
lnited Nations Development Decade and of General Assembly resolution 2716 (XXV),
this report to include a clear statement &s to percentage of the total budget spent
™ these programmes for women for the current biennium and the proposed incresse

“Or the following biennium;

. 9. Urges Member States to co-overate with non-governmentel orsanizatior;s
interested in submitting information needed by the Commission on the Status o
Yozen on the programmes of integration of women 1n development ;



10. Recommends that !‘ember States instruct their representatives to gl]
ormanizations within the United Nations system to examine the work programmes of
these organizations from the point of view of their impect on the status of yomen
end their integration in development end to suthorize the funds necessary for the
evaluation of this impact;

11. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare & revort to be considered bv
the Commission at its tventy-sixth session which should explore approaches to, and
methodologies for, the develooment of socisl data or indicators on the role and
contribution of women in the economic, social and cultural aspects of the
develooment process, in consultation with the Committee for Development Planning,
drawving upon the competent secretariats at the sectoral and regional levels and
in consultation with the interested specialized sgencies,

/Approved st the 621st meeting
20 January 197

VIII

Status of rural women, especiallv asricultural workers 9/

The Economic and Social Council,

Considering that article 9 of the Declaration on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Vomen provides, inter alia, for =sll aporopriate measures
to be taken to ensure that girls and women, married or unmarried, have equal
rights with men in education at all levels, and in particular for equal
opportunities for access to programmes of life-long education including adult
literacy programmes, access to educationsl information to be held in ensuring the
health and well-being of families,

Noting that:

: (9) There is a need for women in rural areas to particinate more effectively
in national development programmes and that such participation merits recosnition
by status or wages;

gg_) In many countries, on account of the limited opportunities for gainfu}
work in the rural areas, women migrate to urban arees and enter service occupations
where many of them may be exploited;

(c) There is a need for women to be trained to use fully the resources and F&¥
materials in the rural areas for total national development,

. Taking into account that these situations are not in accordance with
article 9 of the Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination against Wozen,

Recommends that Member States take all necessary steps to start or intensify
= ngrm for mass life-long education for both men end women through
television, radio and all other means of mass media or means of communication,

9/ See paragraphs 168-1Tk,
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4pd that programmes should im':ll'lde:.' inf‘ox.'mation and education on family life,
including family planning t_md citizenship, as well as vocational training in
economic activities mclut_hng cottaze and home industries, farming, rural
jevelonment and co-operatives.

/ioproved at the 618th meeting,
25 January 1974/

IX

Ermloyment of women by the secretariats of orpanizations
within the United Nations system 10/

The Economic and Social Council,

Recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the followinz resolution:

"The Genersl Assembly,

"Recelling Article 8 of the United Nations Charter as well as its
resolution 2716 (XXV) on the procramme of concerted international action for
the advancement of women and the objJectives and minimum targets to be achieved
during the Second United Nations Development Decade set forth in the annex
to that resolution, particularly those concerned with the increase in the
number of women participating in oublic life at the international level,

"Noting with appreciation that, wherever women have been appointed in
positions of responsibility in the United Nations system of organizations,
this has resulted in a more effective implementation of the aims and
programmes of the United Nations, especially those relevant to the status of
women,

‘Notin~ with appreciation that the reports of the Secretary-General on
the composition of the Secretariat submitted to the General Assemb?}y at its
tventy-sixth and twenty-eighth sessions 11/ included some information on the
employment of women in senior and other professional positions in the
secretariats of organizations in the United Nations system,

"Noting also that the report of the United Nations Institu{;e for
Training and Research entitled The situation of women in the United Nations ;_21/

confirms the imbalance in the proportion of women at the hirher levels and
gives statistics showing the unequal progress of women and men staff members
in terms of promotion in the United Nations Secretariat,

"Concerned that these reports reveal an unsatisfactory sit.uat.wn_uhlch
calls for specific measures and programmes in order to uchm?ve an equiteble
balance between the number of men and women, particularly in senior and
Policy-making positions, including those of Under-Secretarv-General and

Assistant Secretary-General ,
‘ﬁ_h_-—

10/ See paragraphs 175-186.
11/ Documents 4/8483 and A/9120 and Corr.l and 2.
12/ UNITAR Research Report No. 18, 1973.
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“1. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations as well g
the executive heads of all organizations of the United Wations system to take
all necessary measures in order to ensure, in strict accordance with
equitable geographical distribution, that an equitable balance between men
and wvomen staff members, particularly in the positions described above,
be achieved before the end of the Second United Nations Development Decade
at all levels in the United Nations system, international, regional ang
national;

"2. Urges the Secretary-General of the United Nations as well as the
executive heads of all organizations of the United Nations system, in order t,
attain this objective, to adopt a more flexible and positive approach in the
recruitment of vomen and to give greater attention to the assignments givep t,
and promotion of qualified women;

"3, Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations as well as the
executive heads of all organizations of the United Nations system to establish
an advisory committee within their respective secretariats, without any
financial implications, to assist in the formulation of measures and policies
aimed at achieving the objective mentioned in the paragraphs above and in
their implementation;

"L, Requests further the Secretary-General of the United Nations es
well as the executive heads of all organizations of the United lations system
to report to the General Assembly at its thirtieth session, in 1975, on steps
that have been taken to give effect +to paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 above;

"S. Requests also the Secretary-General to continue to include in his
reports on the composition of the Secretarist submitted to the General Assembly
comprehensive data on the employment of women in the secretariats of the
United Nations system of organizations so as to indicate clearly the nature
of posts and types of duties performed by women in prcfessional and policy-

making levels, bearing in mind the princivle of equitabl: pgeographical
distribution;

"6. Further requests that the Secretary-General report on the status
of women employees in the secretariats at the General Service category.

/EE'DI'OVECI at the 621st meetinf.
3G January 1974/

X

Technical co-operation activities for
the advancement of women 13/

The Economic and Social Council,

Appreciating the proclamation by the General Assembly that the year 1975 b€
declared International Women's Year,

13/ See paragraphs 197-200.
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Recornizinz that among the threefold objectives of the yvear is the desire

ensure the full intepration of women in the total development effort especially

= e Development Decades,

during th

Conscious also ?f the difficulties faced by a number of developing countries
vith respect to ensuring the full employment of women,

Desirous of increasing the earning power of women and raising the standard of
iiving of their families,

1. Urges Governments of Member States to seek new ways and means of
establishing non-prot‘xt.-eeel.ung but viable decentralized cottage and hardicraft
industries which would provide part or full-time work for women;

2. Requests all appropriate organs of the United Nations system to Zve
full consideration to allocating more of their technical assistance funds for the
purpose of assisting Governments in setting up cottage and hendicraft industries
and in findine merkets for the products of such industries both within the
country itself and in foreipgn markets, preferably in co-operation with voluntary
orgenizations which are already interested in this work.

/Aporoved at the 616th meeting,
24 January 1974/

X1

Activities of the Internstional Labour Organisation to
promote the advancement of women and their integration
in development &f

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 3010 (XXVII) of 18 December 1972
roclaiming the year 1975 International Women's Year, in recognition of the
tffectiveness of the work done by the Commission on the Status of Women in the
25 years since its establishment, and the important contribution which women have
®de to the social, political, economic and cultural life of their countries,

Teking note of the report by the Secretary-General (E/CN.6/579) concerning
Isternational Labour Organisation activities of special interest in relation to
the employment of women and of the preliminary report on women in & changing world
ffbmitted to the Governing Body of the International Labour Organisation at
%8 one hundred and ninety-first session, 15/

Yotine with satisfaction the positive contribution of that specialized agency
¥ the sttainment of the objectives of the International Women's Year and the

imortance of its activities designed to promote the progress of women,
-‘—“—
14/ See paragraphs 201-206,

13/ Homen Workers in a Changing World (Geneva, International Labour Office,

Y13), cirewlateq under cover of document GB/191/2/1 (Appendix 1v).
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1. Invites the International Labour Organisation to contribute to the
International Women's Year by continuing to expand and strengthen its standaprd.
setting activities in fields of special interest to women;

2. Requests the International Labour Organisation to expand its efforts ip
this field and to accord particular attention to =irls and women in the revisiop of
instruments on vocational guidance and training and in the wvork being carried out
under the World Employment Prosramme:

3. Draws the attention of the International Labour Organisation to the peegd
to study the possibility of revising certain conventions, for example, the
Convention concerning Maternmity Protection, with full repard to the differing
conditions in different countries, and to the need to transform certain
recommendations into conventions, for example, the recommendation on the employment
of women with family obligations, in order to prevent discrimination against women:

L. Recommends that in its future work, the International Labour Orzsnisation
should devote attention to new problems of concern to women workers, including the
impact of technological end scientific duvelopments on the employment of women and
problems relating to part-time work in the light of the changing roles of men and
women in economic life and in the family.

/Itmroved at the 618th meetinz,
25 January 1974/

XII

Activities of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization to promote the advancement of women and
their integration in development 16/

The Economic and Social Council,

1. Requests the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization:

(a) To develop pilot projects in the develooing countries, in a manner
appropriate to the needs of those countries with regard to literacy, and
pre-school, primary, technicel and vocational education and teacher training:

(b) To give full effect to the resolutions of the Third Interrationel :
Conference on Adult Education, which recognized the need, in view of the inadequacies
of women's education, for priority action on behalf of women;

(¢) To ensure that, in the revision of the recommendations on vocational
training undertaken jointly by the International Labour Organisation and the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Orpganization, these
recommendations follow closely the lines indicated by the latter organization
at the sixteenth session of its General Conference in regard to equal educational
opportunities for girls and women;

16/ See paragraphs 207-210.
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(4) To continue and to increase the efforts it makes for the advancement of
yozen among member States - particularly amonp the national commissions for the
inited Nations Educational, Scientific and Culturel Organization - and
son-governmental organizations as well as among national and regional commissions
on the status of women;

(e) To request member States to take into account, when nominating candidates
for study courses at the Institute for Educational Planning, the need to increase
the number of women candidates, so that women may occupy their rightful place at
s11 levels of decision-making by education authorities;

2. Expresses the wish, bearing in mind the goals of the Internationsl
yomen's Year, that the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
orzanization, in the allocation of its budgetary resources, devote as large a
share as possible thereof to the co-ordinated efforts of its various departments to
ensure the utilization and advancement of women within the organization for the
penefit of the women staff of its own secretariat and in all bodies where it

exercises competence.

/Aporoved at the 610th meeting
28 January 191'5?

XTI

Protection of wvomen and children in emergency and armed
conflict in the strueggle for veace, self-determination,
national liberation and independence 17/

The Economic and Social Council,

Recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the following draft
resolution containing a declaration on the protection of women and children in
ezergency and armed conflict in the struggle for peace, self-determination,
nstional liberation and independence:

'The General Assembly,

"Expressine its deep concern over the sufferings of women and children
belonging to the civilian population who in periods of emergency and amc:.-d
conflict in the strupsle for peace, self-determination, national liberation
end independence are too often the victims of inhuman acts and consequentlyv

suffer serious harm ’

"Avare of the suffering of women and children in many areas of t!?e world,
especially in those areas subject to suppression, aggression, colonialism,
racism, alien domination and foreign subjugation,

"Deeply concerned by the fact that, despite general and unequivocal
condemnation, colonialism, racism, alien and foreigm domination continue to
subject many pecples under their yoke, and cruelly suppressing the national
liberation movements and inflicting heavy losses and incalculable sufferings
on the populations under their domination, including women and children,

17/ See paragraphs 227-230.
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"Deplorins that prave attacks are still beins made on fundamental
freedoms and the dignity of the human person and t?at colonial and racist
foreign domination powers continue to viclate the international humanitarian
law,

"Recalling the relevant provisions contained in the instruments of
international humanitarian law relative to the protection of women and
children in time of peace and war,

"Recalling its resolutions 2Lkl (XXTII), 2597 (XXIV), 267k (XxV) and
2675 (XXV) on respect for human rights and basic principles for the
protection of civilian populations in armed conflict, as well as Economic
and Social Council resolution 1515 (XLVIII) of 28 May 1970 which requests
the General Assembly to consider the possibility of drafting a declaration
on the protection of women and children in emergency and wartime, among
other important documents,

"Conscious of its responsibility for the destiny of the rising generstion
and for the destiny of mothers, who play an important role in society, in the
family and particularly in the upbringing of children,

"Bearing in mind the need to provide special protection of women and
children belonging to civilian population,

"Solemnly proclaims the Declaration on the Protection of Women end
Children in Emergency and Armed Conflict, the text of wiich is set oul below,
and calls for the strict observance of the Declaration by all States Members
of the United Nations.

"1. Attacks and bombings on the civilian population inflicting
incalculable suffering, especially on women and children, who are the most
vulnerable members of the population, shall be prohibited, and such acts
shall be condemned.

"2. The use of chemical and bacteriologicael weanons in the course of
military operations constitute one of the most flagrant violations of the
1925 Geneva Protocol, the 1940 Geneva Conventions and the principles of
international humanitarian law and inflict heavy losses on civilian
populations, including defenceless women and children, and shall be
severely condemned.

"3. All States shall abide fully by their obligations under the
1925 Geneva Protocol and the 1949 Geneva Conventions, as well as other
instruments of international law relative to respect for human rights in
ermed conflicts, which offer important guarantees for the protection of
women and children.

"k, All efforts shall be made by States involved in armed conflicts.
military operations in foreign territories and in territories still under
colonial domination to spare women and children from the ravages of war.
All the necessary steps shall be taken to ensure the prohibition of measurss
such as: persecution, torture, punitive measures, degrading treatment and
violence, particularly against that part of the civilian population that
consists of women and children.
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"s, All forms of repression and cruel and inhuman treatment of vomen
and children, including imprisonment, torture, shooting, mass arrests,
collective punishment, destruction of dwellings and forcible eviction
committed by belligerents in the course of military operations or in .
occupied territories shall be considered eriminal,

"6. Vomen and children belonging to the civilian population and finding
themselves in circumstances of emergency and armed conflict in the struggle
for peace, self-determination, national liberation and independence, or who
live in occupied territories, shall not be deprived of shelter, food,

pedical aid or other inalienable rights, in accordance with the provisions of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Internmational Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights, the Declaration of the Rights of the Child or other
instruments of international law.’

/Approved at the 623rd meetins

30 January 19T%/
xav
Influence of mass communication media on the
roles

formation of new attitudes towards the
of women in present-day society 18/

The Economic and Social Council,

Noting that the preliminary report of the Secretary-General on the influence
of msss communication media (E/CN.6/581) substantiates the concern expressed by
the Commission in its resolution 1 (XXIV) of 18 February 1972 that in several
countries the mass communication media perpetuate the traditional deep-rooted
attitudes held by women and men about their respective roles in present-day
society, and that the influence of the mass communication media in the
determination of cultural patterns hinders efforts to promote equal rights of
vemen and men and the integration of women in the development effort,

Bearing in mind that the majority of the Governments and non-—govemipentnl
organizations which supplied information for the preparation of the preliminary
Teport stated that additional research was needed on this subject,

. Recalling that in its resolution 1 (XXIV), the Commission on the Status of
i°‘!’e" requested the Secretary-General to invite the United Nations Educational,
Seientific and Cultural Organization to consider the possibility of carrving out

interdisciplinary studies on the subject,

s A Expresses the hope that this subject will be discussed at ?uture s?minars
_'? Y organized under the technical co-operation programme of the United Nations
¥ith the participation of experts in all the relevant fields;

‘-—-—‘-—'—-——.
18/ See paragraphs 252-259.
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». Invites the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization in co-operation with the United Nations to consider the possibility
sometime in the future of carrying out pilot country studies on this question
in conjunction with the interdisciplinary studies mentioned above;

2. Invites all the organizations of the United Nations system and
particularly the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organizatiop
to make a special effort to increase their audio-visual material and to develep
their programmes in such a way as to promote the integration of women in
development;

L., Invites Governments to urge the mass media, while having due regard
to freedom of expression, to adapt their programmes in order to vrovide for men
as well as women a continuing education as to their economic end professional
prospects and opportunities for leisure, family life and broadening horizons;

5. Regquests the Secretary-General to prepare a proaress revort on the
influence of mass communication media on attitudes towards the roles of women and
men in present-day society based on information available to him and to submit
it to the Commission at its twenty-sixth session.

/Approved at the 62Lth meeting,
30 January 1974/

B. Other decisions

2. The Commission on the Status of Women made a number of decisions which might
be of interest to the Economic and Socisl Council. They are indicated in the
following paragraphs.

Consideration of proposals concerning & new instrument
or instruments of international law to eliminsate
discrimination against women

3. At its 615th meeting, on 24 January 197l, the Commission decided in primeiple,
by & vote of 22 to none, with 4 abstentions, that a single comprehensive draft
convention on the elimination of discrimination against women should be pren&l’e‘}
wvithout prejudice to the preparation of amy future instrument or instruments_wmch
might be elaborated either by the United Nations or by the specialized agencies
dealing with discrimination in specific fields (see peresgraph B84; for the
resolution by which the Commission invited the Secretarv-General to call on
Governments, inter alia, to transmit their comments on the draft convention
contained in the report (E/CN.6/5Th) of the Working Group established under
Commission resolution 5 (XXIV), see paragraph 278).

Communications concerning the status of women

L, At its 626th meeting, on 31 Jsnuary 197k, the Commission decided, bY bl |
to 5, with 10 abstentions, that in future, communications relating to the ?t,stus .
of women should be considered in accordance with Economic and Social Council
resolution 1503 (XLVIII) and that this question should be deleted from the€ 1
Commission's work programme (see paragraph 123).
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Study on the interrelationship of the status of
women and family planning

_ pt its 62lst meeting, on 29 January 197k, the Commission decided to

request the SecretarynGeneTal to bring to the attention of the Population
commission at its forthcoming session draft resolution VI (see paragrach 1 ebove)
together with the report of the Special Rupporteur (E/CN.6/575 end Add.1-3) and
the summary records of the discussion of the item in the Commission on the Status
of Women (B/ci,6/5R.606-608 and 621), so that they might be taken into
consideration in the dratting of the World Pooulation Plan of Action (see

paragraph 143).

Proaramme of work and establishment of priorities

. At its 623rd meeting, on 30 January 197k, the Commission took note of
caragraph 3 of Economic and Social Council resolution 1787 (LIV), inoviting it to
copsider, as appropriate, the publication entitled The Studv of Discrimination
szainst Persons Born Out of Yedlock 19/ together with the draft general principles
on equality and non-discrimination in respect of such persons. The Commission
recalled that it had already examined those principles in 1967, when, in its
resolution & (XX), it hed expressed support of the draft principles and initiated
the preparation of a study on the status of the unmarried mother. 20/ This had
led to the adontion by the Council in 1972 in its resolution 1679 (LII) of a set
of general principles to eliminate discrimination against the unmarried mother.
In the light of the foreroing, the Commission considered that it was unnecessary
for it to take further action with respect to Council resolution 1787 (LIV)

(see paragraph 276).

——

19/ United Hations publication, Sales Ho.: E.68.XIV.3.

20/ The Status of the Unmarried Mother: Lav and Practice (United Nations
publication, Sales No.: T1.IV.L).
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II. INTERNATIOVAL “O“EN'S YTAR 21/

7. The Commission considered item 3 of its agenda, on the prosramme activities
for the International Vomen's Year to be celebrated in 1075, at its 60lst, fo2na
620th, €2Tth and 628th meetings. Tt had before it a renmort on the subject _Drebg;-g;i_
by the Cecretary-General (R/C7.6/57F).

8. In introducing the revort, the representative of the Secretarv-General saig
that the draft prograrme had been prevered in resvonse to Ceneral Zssembly
resolution 3010 (XXVII) and was based on the replies from 20 Governments,

5 snecialized agencies and 23 non-governmental organizations. She drev the
Cormission's attention to the organization of the prosramme which elaborated the
sirnificance of the Year including its central theme, FQUALTTY, DEVELOP'™NT AYD
PEACE, specific objectives of the Year, activities at the national , rerional and
international levels, and finally, suprested topies for research and semipars. She
further pointed out that the prograrmme vas as broadly based as nossible and aimed
at providing countries with a choice of activities vhich they could undertake on
a realistic besis, It was important for members to realize that the success of
the programme would depend to a large extent on adequate fundins,

9. l'any representatives were convinced that the Yesr had far-reachine
international significance for women and for society as & whole. The celebration
was especially timely since, despite the comparative improvement in the status of
women in seversl parts of the world, rany handicaps still existed. “eversl
representatives felt that one of the prime functions of the Year was to drav
attention to those inequalities which still existed, They expressed wide support
for the comprehensive nature of the draft programme contained in the Secreterv-
General's revort and particularly for the excellent guidelines which it vroposed
for implementins the objectives of the Year on the national, reeionel and
international levels. Some representatives welcomed the fact that both wormen and
men vere urped to participate in the prograrme at all levels and that the
participation of men was essential to the success of the Year.

10, The central theme, EQUALITY, DEVELOPI'ENT AND PEACE was considered to be an
appropriate reflection of the princivles contained in General Asserbly resolution
3010 (XXVII) and in other United Nations instruments releting to the status and
condition of women. Moreover, some representatives thousht that the prosrarme
adequately illustrated that the Year will provide an opportunity not merely for
appraising progress so far made with respect to the achievement of equality for
vomen and the implementation of their fundamental human riphts, since the adoption
of the Urited Wations Charter in 1945, but also for vlannins for their future nee?s
in long-term programmes. In reality, the Year was felt to mark the launching of &
new stage in the development of women's role in society and to stirmlate nev
initiatives at the national, regional and international levels,.

21/ Summary records of the discussion of this item wvere provided.
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11, Although comparatively few Governments had replied to the Secretary-Ceneral's
request for comments on the proposed programme, several renresentatives stated that
ihat in no way indicated & lack of interest in the Year, Indeed, from the
emperience in thei{' countries, a number of steps had already been taken, in some
instances at the hi~zhest 1eve3_L. to set in motio? machinery for organizineg activities

| for the Year, Tn some countrics, for exasmple, interministerial committees had heen
established to plan the preparations; in others, svecial seminars were beine

| oreanized and obsolete laws reviewed.

] 12, In commenting on part IT of the draft programme, entitled "Speeific
sbjectives", some representatives stressed particular aspects of the problems

' tacing women. Those specifically mentioned included the elimination of
unemployment , underemployment and illiteracy, the provision of appropriate

| sducational and training opportunities as well as vocational suidsnce for women and

zirls, the implerentation of the orinciple of equal pay for vork of equal value,

setter conditions of work for the workine women and the need for reconsidering the
sttitudes towards traditional roles of women and men in society. The question of
sttitudes vas discussed by a number of representatives vho pointed out the need

mot only to chanre traditional societal attitudes but also to imbue women themselves

vith a feeling of confidence by equippineg them to fill important roles in society.

13, Some members also pointed out the necessity of eliminating obstacles to
over-all development caused by racism, racisl discrimination, colonialism and
imperialism. The opinion was expressed that reference should be made to the role
vomen might play in the programme of activities for the Decade for Action to Combat
facism and Racial Discrimination contained in General Assembly resolution

3057 (XXVIII). Some representatives also felt that it was important to Arav the
sttention of Covernments to the need to publicize and ratify certain existing
international instruments relative to wormen and to consider the elaboration of &
draft declaration on the protection of women and children in emergency or in time
of var or of the strumple for peace, national liberation and independence, as vell
s the adoption of a convention on the elimination of discrimination against women.

1i. With regard to the achievement of world peace, the view was expressed that
vomen could more effectively contribute to its achievement and maintenance and to
thE détentEQ

15. During the discussion of measures to be taken at the international level,
several representatives supported the idea of holdine a world-wide conference or
Symposium as one of the foeal points of the Year. In the opinion of some
:’Fl"-'aentatives such an international conference should be heid in consultation with
©vernments, specialized agencies and interested non-governmental orgenizations

'0 examine progress made in the field of equality for women and to consider future
frosrammes for enhancing the contribution of women to development, particularly in
"¢ context of the Second United Nations Development Necede.

£, Seve i oo ce of publicizing the zoals and
ct.lectiv&;&;fr:lﬁ:e:’:::?ti;zzhe:::;:ig:&h:n; éd:‘:::imal :‘:tivities were rerarded
; Essential to the success of the Year, particularlv for the majority of women who
:;'ed in rural areas or who vere educationally, sociallv and_economcallv
“Sadvantaged, It was also pointed out that an exchanse of information betveen

0 of developing and developed countries could be valuable and would promote



preater understandirs and solidarity among women irresvective of the denree of
development of their countries, and meaninsful assistance prorrammes could thereby
be developed,

17. The studies and surveys contained in the annex to the draft prorramme vere
penerally endorsed, In this regard, the representative of Arrentina announced to
the Cormmission that her Government had invited the United MNations to orrenize =
seminar in Buenos Aires in 1975. The seminar would consider the intepration of
women in economic and social life. The renresentative of Pomania said that her
Covernment intended to invite the United MNations to orranize a seminar in her
country during the Year, on a subject to be determined. It was slso suerested that
the findinrms of existine studies should be disseminated as wvidely as nossible and
particularly among uriversities and social science institutes in order to remove
further obstacles.

18, It vas generally agreed that one of the key factors in the success of the Year
end of long-term orograrmes was to ensure adequate fundine, ''omen's oremnizetions
yere unable to nrovide the necessary funding and they should urre nolitical leaders
not only to support the Year in principle but to vprovide adeaouate fundinr, TIn this
connexion, severel representatives remarked with regret that the Year was
inadequetely funded under the regular budget of the United Wations, that no
extrabudpetary funds were available, and that there was a oreat discrepancv between
funis allocated to the International Vomer's Year and other Years, notably, the
World Population Year, Other representatives exnressed concern about the United
Nations budget,

19, Another important factor for the implementstion of vrogrammes for the Year and
beyond related to co-operation among the United Wations bodies esnd regional,
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations. £ special effort should be
made during the Year to explore every channel of cormunication and to discuss
problems relating to women as widely as possible. It was felt that the resident
representatives of UNDP had a unigue role to play in this regsrd and should be

encouraged to have greater contact with non-povernmental orgsnizations on the
national level,

20. The representative of the TLO made a statement in which she cutlined the
pronosed contribution of the ILO to the International "lomen's Year. Among the man’
activities planned was the inclusion of the ouestion of equality of opportunity e
treatment for women workers in the agenda of the 1975 International Labour
Conference. In addition, a special issue of the Internationsl Labour FEViQ!f”“ﬂd
be devoted to women and the main themes of the Year, and plans had been approved
for further study of the question of equal remuneration with special attention 0
equality of opportunity and treatment for women and for revised recormendations
on professional guidance and training. She pledged the full support of the IO 37
7iving technical material and expertise.

2l. The representative of UNFSCO spoke of steps taken by that body to prepare fo{';é
the Year. A special task force had been established and the work for 1975 Tnd th
of the Section for Ugual Education Opportunities for Girls and Women wes desimned
fit the theme of the International Vomen's Year, Three special projects would
investigate the relationship between the education, training and employment
opportunities open to women, the working mother and her role in early chilehuod
education, and vomen's efforts for pesce. UNFESCO also intended to work J°1“tlyd
vith the TLO to pinpoint obstacles facinm pirls at the primary-school level an
devise stratepies for overcorming those problems.
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2, The representative of 'HO said that his Orpanization hoped to make a positive
contribution to the Year. He further informed the Commission that there would be

s special issue of 'lorld Health, devoted to the theme of the Year, and a backeround
paper on health and nutrition in relation to the intesration of women in various
jevelonment sectors, includine the rural sector.

73, The representative of FAO described proesrammes scheduled for the Year, These
included promotion of srecial arricultural and rurasl development activities in the
#ield and the issue of & Ceres medsl depicting e distinruished woman. An
jnterdisciplinary task force in which women particivated to ensure that their needs
vere taken into account had also been established within the FAO seeretariat.

2k, The representative of TCA described the Yomen's Procramme of the Ruman
Pesources Developmert Division of WCA, which was a very corprehensive one, Three
nrojects which had direct relation to the Year corcerped national cormissions on
venzn and development and vomen's buresux, the Africen ""omen's Development Task
Force which would be a volunteer corps, end the Pan-African '"omen's Centre, which
wuld offer regicnal training.

5. The representative of UNICEF said that his organization also supported the
cbjectives of the Year and looked forward to vorkine closely vwith the orsanizers of
the Year at United Nations Headquarters since a number of the planned activities
coincided with UNICTF's oneoing vprorrammes.

Establishment of a workine groun and consideration of its revort

%, At its 60ond meeting, on 15 January 19T4, the Commission decided to establish

s vorking mroun to elaborate further details of the draft prosramme contained in

the Secretary-General's report (E/CN.6/STE) and to strensthen its provisions, taking
into account suggestions made by members in the general debate and those submitted
‘8 writing, The Working Group was composed of the representatives of Arpentina,
flgimn, the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica,
:slqla"d- France, Greece, India, Indonesia, Liberia, Yireria, the Philippines, the
‘ion of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of America.

40 The Workinp Group held seven meetinfss, on 16, 211, 25, 28 and 29 January 197k,

| ™ its first meeting, the Working Group elected Erica Daes (frreece) &s Chairman

*d Blenca Stabile de Machinandiarena (Armentina) as Papporteur.

28,

The Yorking Group made a number of suggestions and amendments to the Aress
drogramme appesring in the report of the Secretary-Ceneral and aporoved a draft
solution proposed by Greece and co-snonsored by Argentina (B/CV,6/MG.1/CRP.4). _
Ehe report of the working Group (F}C’N.s,ss&) vas sumitte& to the COﬂNiBSion at 1ts
21th neeting, on 31 January 197h.

2. In introducing the report, the Rapporteur of the Morking Group pointed out that
it had considered a creat number of amendments (E/CM.6/WG.1/CRP.1, Corr.l and Add.l,
"c3.6/MG,1/CRP,2, 3, 6 and 8) and draft resolutions (E/CY.6/VG.1/CRP.b and T7)
sitmitted by many members of the Commission to the basic working document
'¢/cH.6/5T6)« She also said thet the Working Group hed basically redrafted,

tyther elatorsted and strensthened the draft progrerme for the Internationsl

“gen's Year. She further indicated that the Group had decided to refer
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paragraphs 29 (on an international conference or meeting) and 31 (on the insertion
of an item on women on the agenda of the General Assembly at its thirtieth session)
to the Commission for its decision. Those paragraphs were therefore placed in
square brackets, pending decisions taken by the Cormission on draft resolution
F/CH.6/L.658 and the amendments thereto (E/CN.6/L.659).

30. The Chairman of the Working Group made & number of oral corrsctions to the
text of the draft programme recommended by the Group (E/CN.€/5P8, para. 8). She
also reminded the Commission that no decision had so far been taken on the
establishment of a fund for voluntary contributions to assist in financine the
activities of the Year, In her opinion, such a decision was vital to the success
of the Year,

31. The Commission approved the draft programme with the amendments and corrections
indicated in the following paragraphs.

32, The first part of the introduction to the draft proaramme, which was =&
quotation of the fifth preambular parapgranh of the Declaration on the Flimination
of Discrimination mgainst Vomen (General Assembly resolution 2263 (YXII)) was
given in full:

"Considering that discrimination amainst women is incompatible with
human dignity and with the welfare of the family and of societv, prevents
their participation, on equel terms with men, in the political, sociel,
economic and cultural life of their countries and is an obstacle to the full

development of the potentiaslities of women in the service of their countries
and of humanity."

33. In subparagraph 8 (c), the words "equal pay for" were inserted between the
words "right to" and "work of equal value",

34. Subparagraph B8 (r), under section C ("Peace") became the first

subparagraph - 8 (f) - under section B ("Development"), the subseauent subparagraph
were renumbered accordingly.

35, Under section C, the words "and apartheid and racial discrimination” wvere
added at the end of item (i) of subparasraph 8 (u). This subvaragraph then becent
subparagraph 8 (r) and the following subparagraphs vere renumbered accordingly.

36. Subparagraph 8 (s) was replaced by the followinm:

"(s) Participation of women in a safeguarding of pesce vhich would proso®
economic, social, cultural and political conditions that contribute to the
edvancement of the status of women and men3".

37. 1In subparagraph 8 (v), the words "having due r=gard for their sovereignty o

non~-intervention in their domestic affairs™ were inserted after the words ' 148
among countries",

28. At the end of peragraph 10, the words "on this section" were replaced ¥
on part IT ("Objectives and goals"), section B ("Develorment") above".

h
39, In peragraph 17, the words "and responsibilities" were inserted between £i°
words "women's rights" and "and the causes",

Ak



Ly, A new parapgraph 30 was inserted, reading &s follows:

"30, An appeal should be made to Governments of countries in the
different regions to establish regional commissions on the status of women
and to organize within existine intergovernmental and similar organizations,
rrogrammes for women aimed at their full integration in national and regional
develorment which would:

"(a) Place special emphasis on relieving the burdens and increasing
the economic output of rural women engaged in agriculture, on providing
facilities for food preservation and processing, on child care and also
on providing co-operative education;

"(b) Co-operate with interested United Nations bodies,
intergovernmental and non-governmental orpanizations, particularly with
the Commission on the Status of Viomen;

"(¢) Provide in industrialized areas advice and services aimed at
improving working conditions, family life and participation in all aspects
of regional development,"

The following parasraphs were renumbered accordingly.

k1, Some representatives felt that the oral amendment to introduce a new
paragraph 30 should be submitted in writine, The Chairmen therefore called for a
vote under rule 51 of the rules of procedure of the Functional Commissions of the
fconomic and Social Council. The motion was rejected by 2 votes to 17, with

3 abstentions.

2. In paragraph 33, the words "regional economic commissions and" were amended Eo
read "regional intergovernmental organizations, repional economic cormissions and”;

the vords "programmes and offices" were replaced by "programmes and cormissions
°r offices",

l.'3' In parapraph 34 the words "the adoption of an intemational.instment or
‘"strunents” vere replaced by "the elaboration of & new international convention”.

th. In paragraph 35 the words "in order to elaborate a United Natio
4 Teplaced by "to adopt a declaration".

?S. A centred heading reading "Secretariats of the United Nations s
nserted ﬂbo\re paragraph 39.

k6,

ns instrument”

ystem" was

P&rnm‘aph 39, subparagraphs (g)’ (b), and (C), were amended to read:

"(a) Eliminating from their own staff regulations.i a.nd ?dministrative
Procedures and provisions or practices which may be discriminatory arainst
vomen;

"(b) Orzanizing more extensive training and refresher courses for staff
members;

"(c) Associating interested staff members in the implementation of the
International Vomen's Year programmes:",
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Consideration of draft resolutions and votines

L7, At its 62Tth meeting, on 31 January 197k, the Commission considered a draft
resolution on the programme for the International Women's Year as it appesred in
paragraph @ of the report of tre Yorking Group established for that ourpose

(E/CN.6/588).

LE, At the same meeting, the Commission anproved by consensus the programre for
the Year as smended. It also approved, by 20 votes to none, with 3 abstentions,
the draft resolution for adoption by the Economic and Social Council. /For the
text, see chapter I, draft resolution I./

L9, In explaining his votes, the representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics said that he had abstained on the vote to adort the programme for the
International Vomen's Year because of the uncertainty which his delegation felt
about paragraphs 29 and 31 of the Working Group's report, which had been placed in
square brackets (see paragraph 29 above). He also felt, as did also the
representative of the Bvelorussian Soviet Socialist Republie, that the new
paragraph 30 proposed orally by the representatives of France, Liberia and Wiperia
should have been submitted in writing to allow members of the Commission more time
to study the text., The representative of Japan said that she had abstained in the
vote oving to the large number of oral amendments which were made to their own
report by some of the members of the Yorking Grouv.

50. At its 62Tth and 628th meetings the Commission considered draft resolution
E/CR,6/L.6T5. In introducing the draft resolution on behalf of the sponsors which
also included Indonesis, Japan, Kenye and Nigeria, the representative of Liberia
emphasized the importance of establishing a fund for voluntarv contributions to
asgist in financing the activities for the International Vormen's Year,

51« In replying to a (uestion posed by the representative of the Union of Soviet
Socielist Republics concerning operative paragraph 2 of the draft resolution, the
representative of the Secretary-General stated that the Secretary-General vas
authorized to accept voluntery funds from private individuals. This procedure had
been followed in similar cases and, in fact, one such contribution for the Year hed
already been accepted,

52. The representatives of Guinea and the Philippnines announced that their
countries had joined the sponsors of the draft resolution.

53, At its 628th meeting, on 1 February 1974, the Commission approved by consensus
the draft resolution for adobtion by the Economic and Social Council. /For the
text, see chapter I, draft resolution II./

SL, At the same meeting, the Commission considered draft resolution
E/CH.6/L.658/Rev.2. Tt vas introduced by the representative of the United States
of America on behalf of the sponsors which were Chile, Colombia, Coste Rica, the
Dominican Republic, Kenya, Liberia, Nigeria, the Philippines, Thailand and the
United States of America,

55. The representstive of the USSR inmtroduced amendments (R/CN.6/L.659) to the
draft resolution. Fe said that his delepation had doubts as to whether the renct
Cormission could make a financial commitment to organize an international =°“fea
after the Economic and Social Council hed approved its calender of conferences
after funds for the next budgetary period had been approved.
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564 Speaking on behalf of the sponsors of the draft resolution, the representative
of the United States sccepted the first USSR amendment to add & new perscraph
petwveen the first and second preambular paragraphs of the draft, She said that she
could also support the second amendment providing that it was orovosed as an
sddition to the onerative paragraphs of the draft, rather than as a replacement

for them.

57. An oral modification was oroposed by Greece concerning the second USSR
amendrent , whereby the bercinning of the quoted passage would read "Review of the
situation” instead of "The situation". However, she stated that her amendment
stood only if the sponsors would agree to add the paragrarh to the draft resolution
8s the representative of the United ftates had just supsested. The representative
of the USER said that his delegation could not agree to that supgestion.

58, The representative of the United Kingdom submitted an oral amendment to the
second USSR amendment to delete the entire phrase after the words "of the Second
levelopment Decade", This emendment was subseaguently withdrawn,

59. The second USSR amendment was rejected by the Commission by 1l votes to 3,
vith 12 abstentions,

0. In discussing the conference proposed in the draft resolution some members of
the Commission expressed concern about the administrstive and financial implications
vhich appeared in a note by the Secretarv-General (E/CN,6/L.6Th), Other members
also expressecd concern that the words "by a reordering of priorities from within
available resources" in operative paragravh 2 of the draft might adversely affect
the priority given to technical assistance programmes requiring urgent
inplementation in developing countries, In this connexion, the representative of
Indonesia proposed to delete the words "by a reordering of priorities”. This
“mendment was subsequently withdrawn., The representative of the Secretary-General
inted out that sources of funds for technical co-overation activities were
separate and independent of funds that would be sllocated to cover the costs of

the proposed conference.

6ls A freat number of representatives supported the pronosal for an international
conference in 1975 as the main focal point of the Year and expressed the hope that
‘e Secretary-General would nake sufficient funds available. A few representatives
toped that the conference would be held in a developing country. The representative
°f Colombia announced that her Government was offering to host the i“tef'“‘tic‘“ﬂ
“onference, In warmly thanking the representative of Colombia, the Chairman noted
“hat other interested Governments who were considering the possibility of hostinn

o conference vere still free to extend an invitation.
e of the Dominican Republic, e roll-call

2 On .
2 the request of the representativ L

Yote ves taken on draft resolution E/CN.6/L.658/Rev.2, At its 628th meeting the

“*aission approved the draft resolution, as emended, by 21 votes to 3, with

* Gbstentions, The voting was as follows:

a, Costa Rica, Dominican
Liveris, Nicarsagua,
Great Britain and

. In fevour: Argentina, Canada, Chile, China, Colombi
(;ublic, Egypt, Greece, India, Indonesia, Japan, Kenya,
igeria, Norvay, Philippines, Thailand, United Kinpdom of

ferthern Ireland, United States of America.

 Amainst: Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Hungary, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics,

Abstentions: Belgium, Finland, France, Guines, Romania, Zaire.

[For the text, see chapter I, draft resolution ITI./
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III., CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSALS CONCERNING A NEW INSTRUMENT
OR INSTRUMENTS OF INTERNATIONAL LAW TO ELIMINATE
DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN 22/

63. The Commission considered item 4 of its agenda st its 613th to 616th and
618th meetings.

64, It had before it a working paper prepared by the Secretary-Ceneral
(E/CN.6/573) which, in accordance with Commission resolution 5 (XXIV), took imto
account the views or proposals of Governments concerning the nature and content

of & new instrument or instruments of international law to eliminate discrimination
against women.

65. The Commission based its consideration of this item on the report of the
Working Group (E/CN.6/5T4) established under resolution 5 (XXIV), with the mandate
to "begin work on the preparation of a new draft instrument or instruments ... in
the light of the Governrments' replies and of the Secretary-General's report”.

66. As provided by the resolution, the Working Group met five days before the
beginning of the twenty-fifth session of the Commission and was composed of the
following 15 Commission members elected by the Economic and Social Council at its
1856th and 187Tth meetings: Canada, Chile, Colombia, the Dominican Republic,
Egypt, Finland, Hungary, Indonesia, 23/ Liberia, 23/ Nigeria, the Philippines,
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, the United States of America and Zaire.

Proceedings of the Working Group

67. The Working Group held 11 meetings from 7 to 11 and on 18 January 1974.

At its first meeting, the Working Group unanimously elected the following officers:
Chairman, Licelott de Barrios (Dominican Republic); Vice-Chairman, Fanna Bokor
(Hungary) ; Rapporteur, Aziza Hussein (Egypt).

68. Tye Working Group also unanimously adopted at its first meeting the
provisional agenda (E/CN.6/AC.1/L.1), drawn up by the Secretary-General, which
included two substantive items, as follows:

“1'. Consideration of proposals concerning a new instrument or instruments
of international law to eliminate discrimination against women;

"2. Preparation of a new instrument or instruments.”

d to

69. At its second meeting the Working Group decided by consensus to recommen
the Commission on the Status of Women the preparation of a draft single

22 ' Summary records of the discussion of this item were provided.

23/ The representatives of Indonesia and Liberia were unsble to attend th¢
meetings of the Working Group.
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comprehensive convention on the elimination of discrimination egainst women without
prejudice to recommendations concerning the preparation of any future instrument
(or instruments) which might be elaborated either by the United Nations or by

the specialized agencies, especially as regards discrimination in specific fields.

70. The Working Group had before it the working paper of the Secretary-General
(8/CN.6/573) summarizing the replies of Governments with respect to the
elgboration of & new instrument or instruments of international law to eliminate
diserimination apainst women and reviewing also the possible content of such
instrument or instruments. An annex to the working paper contained the text of a
draft convention prepared by the Philippines in response to the Secretary-General's
invitation to Member States to transmit their views or proposals concerning the
pature and content of a new instrument or instruments (ibid., annex I). The
Philippine representative stated however that the views of the Philippines
contained therein wvere of a preliminary nature and should in no way bind the
Philippine Government at this stage.

Tl. The representative of the USSR submitted to the Working Group a draft
convention on the eliminastion of all forms of discrimination against women
(E/CN.6/AC.1/L.2).

72. In order that the Working Group would have a working paper for a draft
convention, the representatives of the Philippines and the USSR submitted a common
draft of the general provisions, including the definition of the term
"diserimination against women" and of the substantive articles of the draft
convention, and proposed that the title should read: "Draft convention on the
elimination of all forms of discrimination against women" (see E/CN.6/AC.1/L.k and
Corr.1, E/CN.6/AC.1/L.4/Add.1/Rev.1, E/CN.6/AC.1/L.k/Add.2-k). Draft proposals
concerning the measures of implementation of the draft convention were submitted
by the representatives of Egypt, Nigeria and Zaire (E/CN.6/AC.1/L.5). The

¥orking Group used these texts as basic documents.

Issues discussed in the Commission

3. In introducing the report of the Working Group (E/CN.6/5Tk) the Rapporteur
noted that the Group had studied the views of Governments submitted in compliance
vith resolution 5 (XXIV) of the Commission end summarized by the Secretary-General
in his vorking paper (E/CN.6/573), and had presented to the Commission the text of
& draft convention on the elimination of all forms of discrimination against.

vomen, The Rapporteur explained that the Working Group had been greatly assisted
in its task by the aforementioned draft submitted jointly by the representatives
of the Philippines and the USSR and that, where there was disagreement, alternative
or additional proposals appeared in square brackets in the report of the Working
Group.

T4, During the debate in the Commission several representa.t.:fves l:loted that they
needed more time to study the draft convention and its n-!].atxonsth to other .
conventions. The opinion was expressed that the Commission should have & gener
discussion on the question of whether or not there vas a need for a convent.xor;t
vefore it attempted to consider the individuel articles contained in the repo

of the Working Group,



75. Many representatives expressed the opinion that the Declaration on the
Elimination of Discriminetion against Women, though comnrehensive, had no binding
character, and therefore a single comprehensive convention would be very desirsble,

76. Some representatives drew the attention of the Commission to the small number
of ratifications of the existing international conventions on woren's rights and
underlined the necessity to appeal to Governments to ratify and to adhere to all
of these as soon as possible.

T7. As far as the content of a single comprehensive convention was concerned,
many representatives expressed the opinion that the new convention should avoid
detailed and specific provisions in order to encourage the maximum number of
ratifications.

78. The view was expressed that, subject to certain important but cormaratively
minor modifications and amendments, the Declaration on tne Elimination of
Discrimination asgainst Women fulfilled the criterie for an acceptable convention.
The temptation to add more detailed clauses to the Declaration should be
resisted, so as to avoid difficulties for countries which wished to apply the
general provisions in different ways. The opposite opinion was also expressed,
however, that, though some of the provisions of the proposed draft convention might
not be acceptable to all countries because of their existing legislations, the
convention should be seen as a challenge and national legislations should in
course of time be brought into conformity with those provisions.

T9. Tt was also said that some of the articles proposed for the draft convention
in the report of the Working Group were wider in scope than the existing ILO
conventions. This was considered natural in view of the time that had elapsed
since their adoption and of the fact that women had in the meantime improved their
status and acquired more rights.

80. As regards the privileges, benefits and protection to be accorded to women,
the opinions of representatives were divided. Some members did not consider that
vomen should be given special privileges, or protection, which had often resulted
in discrimination against them. They believed that women should press for equal
rights and opportunities with men, not special treatment. Others considered
that it would hardly be possible to deprive women of the special privileges and
benefits to which they were already entitled under the ILO and UNESCO conventicns,
and that it was the duty of States to protect women as mothers end to ensure the
physical and moral health of future generations. It was also pointed out that
women in many countries had won the right to such privileges, benefits and
protection after a long struggle and should not now be deprived of them. Other
representatives stressed that maternity must be viewed as a social function and
should be protected by the State.

81. Vith respect to the implementation of the draft convention it was noted that
gome representatives in the Working Group had suggested the estsblishment of =
committee to review the application of the convention, while others felt that the
Commission itself should assume that responsibility. Some Commission members
feared that the creation of a committee would deprive the Commission of competence
with respect to the application of the convention and this mipht be used &s an
excuse to do away with the Commission.
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2. Several representatives expressed the view that the adoption of a convention
on elimination of all forms of disecrimination against women in 1975 would be a
valuable contribution to the International Women's Year. Other representatives
grgued that such an objective, though laudable in itself, was unrealistic.

¥hile some representatives stated that they were very satisfied with the work

of the Working Croup, despite the limited time it had had at its disposal, others
expressed the view that the result of the Working Croup's deliberations were
disappeointinz, since consensus had been reached on only a few articles.

83. It was pointed out that the amendments which had been submitted to the
Philippine-USSR working paper had not been adopted by the Working Group and
appeared in square brackets in the report. The Commission was asked to examine
these texts carefully, since some representatives felt that their inclusion would
veaken the draft convention, and lower the standards set. The Commission was

also urged to go beyond the standards set by existing ILO conventions. Other
representatives stressed that on the contrary the texts appearing in square
trackets should not be regarded as amendments, but as alternative texts with equal
status and equal value, in view of the fact that no vote had been taken in the
Working Group: nor had a consensus been reached on them.

Decisions, consideration of draft resolution and voting

8, At its 615th meeting, on 2k January 197k, the Commission decided in
principle, by a vote of 22 to none, with L abstentions, that a single
comprehensive drart convention should be prepared, without prejudice to the
rreparation of any future instrument or instruments which mizht be elaborated
either by the United Nations or by the specialized agencies dealing with
discrimination in specific fields.

85. The Commission noted at the same meetinz that the Working Group had decided
not to vote on any articles. Where the Working Group did not reach a consensus
&nd alternative texts were proposed or recommendations made or reservations
expressed, that was reflected in connexion with the relevant articles. The
Commission noted also that some proposaels were incorporated in articles of the .
vorking paper prepared by the Philippines end the USSR and that several alternative
Proposals were shown in square brackets in the report of the Vorking Group. The
text resulting from the VWorking Group's deliberations is reproduced in

Paragraph 91 below.

8. Beleium, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Coste Rica and France submitted a draft
resolution (E/CN.6/L.667), of which Liberia subsequently became & CO=-Sponsor.
Introducing the draft resolution at the 618th meeting of the Commission the
representative of Colombia proposed that the draft convention should be senta;.otil
Governments for study and comment so as to enable the Commission to adopt a fin
text at its twenty-sixth session.

87. Many representatives supported that proposal. It was stated, however, that
the report of the Working Group (E/CN.6/574) needed some clarification before
being sent to Governments. Some representatives expressed the opinion that the
draft convention should be sent to Governments with the texts in square brackets
retained, together with the record of the discussion in th? Commission. Other
representatives felt that the revort should be forwarded without thedsq:ai'e -
prackets. Still another view was that the square brackets be deleted, bu
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the names of the delegations that had put forward alternative texts be added,
In view of the fact that there had been a consensus in the Working Group not to
give the names of representatives proposing amendments to the original text that
idea was not supported by the Commission.

88, The majority of representatives were of the opinion that the Commission as
a whole was not yet ready to discuss the draft convention article by article as
there would not be enough time to complete the consideration of it.

89. At its 618th meeting, on 25 January 1974, the Commission unanimously adopted
the draft resolution, as revised by the sponsors (E/CN.6/L.667/Rev.1). [For the
text, see chapter XII, resolution 1 (XXV)./

90. The representative of Hungary drew attention to paragranh 28 of the report of
the Working Group, on the question of regulating the relationshin of the oproposed
new convention to existing conventions. In the absence of any cbjection, it was
agreed that the draft articles which would be sent to Governments should be
supplemented by the draft provision provosed by Hungary on this question

(see additional paragraph of article 17 below).

91. The draft articles resulting from the deliberations of the Working Group and
the decisions of the Commission outlined above are as follows:
DRAFT CONVENTION ON THE ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF
DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN 2L/
PREAMBLE

The States Parties to this Convention,

Noting that the Charter of the United Nations reaffirmed faith in
fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person
and in the equal rights of men and women,

Convinced that the full development of every country and the welfare
of the world require the creation of the essential conditions for the
maximum participation of women in all fields of government and public life,

Bearing in mind that the scientific and technical revolution has

broadened the possibilities for the use of ferale labour and the improvezent
of their skills,

Bear%ng in mind the great contribution made by women to the creation of
the materiel and spiritual values of society, the social significance of

motherhood and the role of women in the family and, in particular, in the
rearing of children,

gﬁf_SOEG representatives preferred the same title as that of the
Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination against Vomen.



Considering that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights affirms
the principle of the inadmissibility of discriminetion end proclaims that
g1l human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rishts and that
everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth therein,
vithout distinction of any kind, includins distinction based on sex,

Considering that under the International Covenants on Human Rirhts
ftates have the obligation to secure the equal right of men and women to
enjoy all economic, social, cultural, civil and political rights,

Considering that discrimination asgainst women is contrary to the
vrinciple of equality of rights end is incompatible with the human dignity
of women, is an obstacle to the participation of women, on equal terms with
men, in the political, social, economic and cultursl life of their countries,
hampers the growth of the prosperity of society and the family and makes
more difficult the full development of the potentislities of women in the
service of their countries and of humanity,

Concerned at the continued existence in meny parts of the world of
discrimination against women,

Considering the Conventions concluded under the auspices of the United
Nations and its specialized agencies, and

Considering the resolutions, declarations and recormendations adopted
by them with a view to promoting equality of rights of men and women,

Determined to take all necessary measures to eliminate as rapidly as
possible all discrimination apgainst women,

Desirinz to co-operate in giving effect to the principles set forth in
the Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women,

Have ageeed upon the following:

Alternative text of the preamble

fonsidering that the people of the United Nations reaffirm their feith
in fundemental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person
and in the equel rights of men and women,

Considering that the Universal Declarstion of Human Rights msserts the
rrinciple of non-discrimination and proclaims that all human beings arilgozz
free and equal in dignity and rights and that everyone is entitled to -
rights and freedoms set forth therein, without distinction of eny kind,

Including any distinction as to sex,
declarations, conventions and

ialized apencies designed
gual rights for

Taking into account the resolutions,
Tecommendations of the United Nations and the spec
to eliminate all forms of discrimination and to promote e
Ten and women,
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Concerned that, despite the Charter of the United Nations, the Universs)
Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenants on Human Rights ang
other instruments of the United Nations and the specialized agencies and
despite the progress made in the metter of equality of ripghts, there continues
to exist considerable discrimination against women,

Considering that discrimination against women is incompatible with
human dignity and with the welfare of the family and of society, vrevents
their participation on equal terms with men, in the political, social,
economic and cultural life of their countries and is an obstacle Lo the full
development of the potentialities of women in the service of their countries
and of humanity,

Bearing in mind the great contribution made by women to social,
political, economic and cultural life and the part they play in the family
and vparticularly in the rearing of children,

Convinced that the full and complete development of a country, the
welfare of the world and the cause of peace require the maximum participation
of women as men in all fields,

Considering that it is necessary to ensure the universal recognition
in lav and in fact of the principle of equelity of men and women,

Solemnly proclaim this Declaration:/

GENERAL PROVISIONS
Article 1

In this Convention, the term "discrimination against women" shall mean
any distinction, exclusion or restriction made on the basis of sex which has
the effect of or the purpose of nullifying the recognition, enjoyment or
exercise of human rights and fundamental freedoms in the political, economic,
social, cultural or any field of public life.

Alternative text of article 1

[The term "discrimination” for the purposes of this Convention shall
mean any distinction, exclusion, restriction or preference which has the
purpose or effect of nullifying or impairing the recognition, enjoyment or
exercise by women, on an equal footings with men, of human ricshts and

fundamental freedoms in the_political, economic, social, cultural or any
other field of public life./

Article 2
States Parties condemn discrimination against women and undertake to
pursue by all appropriate means end without delay a policy of eliminating

disn:.'riminat%on against women in all its forms, denying or limiting as it does
their equality of rights with men, and to this end:
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(a) Each State Party shall prohibit and bring to an end, by all
appropriate means, including legislation, discriminetion against women and
undertake to establish adequate legal protection for equal rights of men
and women, and to give effect to the rights recosnized in this Convention
vhere existing legislative or other measures are not sufficient for the
purpose and in particular: each State Party shall embody the principle of
equality of rights in its Constitution, if not yet incorporated, or shall
guarantee by law, the practical realization of this principle;

(b) Each State Party undertakes to engage in no act or practice of
discrimination sgainst women and to ensure that public authorities and public
institutions, national and loecal, shall act in conformity with this
otkliration:

(c) FEach State Party undertakes not to sponsor, defend or support
discrimination against women by any person or organizations;

(d) Eech State Party shall take all appropriate measures, including

legislation, to nullify or abolish existing laws, customs, regulations and
practices which are discriminatory to women.

Alternative text of article 2

/States Parties condemn discrimination against women and undertske to
pursue by all appropriate meens and without delay a policy of eliminating
discrimination ageinst women in all its forms, denying or limiting as it
does their equality of rights with men;7

States Parties shall undertake, in the social, economic, cultural and
other fields, all appropriate measures to ensure the adequate develovment
and advancement of women, for the purpose of guaranteeing them the exercisg
and enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms on a basis of equality
with men,

Article L 25/

1. The establishment of special temporary conditions for women aimed at
establishing de facto equality sheall not be considered discriminatory.

of women at certain branches of
e /promotion of the welfare of
lating the principle of equality

2.  Measures undertaken for the protection
work due to their physical nature and for th
mothers/ 26/ shall not be interpreted as vio
of rights of men and vomen.

25/ Several members of the Working Group proposed the deletion of this
article.

26/ One representative expressed reservations concerning tiie pirese.
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Article 5

I 17 States Partiecs shall take all appropriate measures to educate public
opinion and to direct national asvirations towards the eradication of
prejudice and the abolition of customary and all other practices which are
based on the idea of the inferiority of women, or on stereotyped roles for
women, and for the recognition that the protection of motherhood is a common
interest of the entire society which should bear responsibilities for it.

if. Any advocacy of the suveriority of one sex over the other and of
discrimination on the basis of sex shall be prohibited by law./ 27/

Alternative text of article 5

lﬁ%ates Parties shall take all appropriate measures to educate public
opinion and to direct national aspirations towards the eradiction of
prejudices and the abolition of customery and all other practices which are
based on the idea of the inferiority of women, or on stereotyped roles for
women,

Article 6
Each State Party agrees to repeal gll provisions of national penal
codes which constitute discrimination against women.
Article 7
Each State Party aprees to take all appropriate measures, including
legislation, to combat all forms of traffic in women and exvloitation of
prostitution of women.
POLITICAL RIGHTS
Article 8
States Parties shall undertake all appropriate measures to ensure to
women on equal terms with men, without any discrimination, equal try
opportunities to participate in the political and public life of the coumtsn
and in particular:

(a) To vote in all elections and be eligible for election to all
publicly elected bodies:

) !b) To participate in the formulation of zovernment policy and the.
administration thereof and to hold public office at the national and 10¢
levels;

cin ol
27/ Some representatives proposed the deletion or the reformuletic®

this paragraph on the grounds that it restricted freedom of speech.
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(¢) To vote in all public referenda:

(d) To participate in non-governmental orgenizations and associations.

Article 9

1. States Parties shall grant women the same rishts as men to acquire,
change or retain their nationelity and shall require, in particular, that
neither marriage of a woman to, nor dissolution of her marriage from, an

alien nor the change of nationality by her alien husband during marrisge shall
automatically change her nationality, render her stateless or force upon her
the nationelity of her husband.

o5 Each State Party agrees that a woman of foreign nationality who is
married to a national of its country may, at her request, acquire her
husband's nationality through specially privileged naturalization procedures;
the grant of such nationality may be subject to limitations as may be imposed
in the interests of netional security or public policy.

Alternative text of article 9, varagraph 2

/2. Each State Party agrees that:

(a) The alien husband or wife of one of its nationals may, at his or
her request, acquire the nationality of his or her spouse through specially
privileged naturalization procedures; the zrant of such nationality may be
subject to such limitations as may be imposed in the interests of naticnal
security or public policy.

(b) The present Convention shall not be construed as affecting any
}egislation or judicial practice by which the alien husband or wife of one of
1ts nationals may, at_his/her request, acquire his/her spouse's nstionality

&8 a matter of right./

[3. States Parties sgree to grent women equal rights with men to transmit
their nationality to their children./ 28/

SOCTAL AND ECONOMIC RIGHTS

Article 10

Each St o take all appropriate measures to ensure
women , marri:;eosasziasszzgt unal rights Eith men in the field of education,
vhich education shall be directed to the full development of the human
Personality and the semse of its dignity, and shall strengthen the respect
for human rights and fundamental freedoms and, in perticular:

‘-ﬁh“—
28/ several representatives expressed reservations on this paragraph.



(a) Equal conditions of access to, and study in educational
institutions of all types, in rural as well as in urban areas, includinp
universities, vocational, technical and professionsl schools, and vre-sehoo]

institutions:

(b) The same choice of curricule, the same examinations, teaching stafe
vith qualifications of the same standard, end school premises and equipment
of the same quality, whether the institutions are co-educetional or not;

(c) Equal opportunities to benefit from scholarships and other study
grants

(d) FEqual opportunity for access to programmes of continuine education,
including adult literacy programmes:

(e) Access to educational information to help in ensuring the health
and well-being of families, this to include information on family planning.

Article 11

The States Parties shall adopt all necessary measures to ensure to
women, married or unmerried, the same rights and opportunities as men in the
field of employment and other social and economic activity and, in particular:

(a) The right to work, which includes the right of all persons to an
opportunity to earn their livelihood by work which they freely choose or to
which they freely consent and the right to be employed in their field of
specialization in accordance with their level of qualifications;

(b) The richt to take employrment and to continue their activity in “‘f
labour force and in professions irrespective of marital status or of spouses
consent;

(c) The right to equal remuneration with men for work of equal valre
as defined by the relevant Convention of the International Labour Organisstion |
on the subject: \

(d) The right, without discrimination on grounds of sex, to receive
equal initial or basic vocational training for preparation for employment,
and advanced training on en equal footing with men for promotion and in the
event of changes in the conditions of production or technical advances and,
vhere necessary, /free retraining/ 20/ and restorstion of levels of
qualification after an enforced interruption resulting from the fulfilment
by women of their maternal obligations:

(e) An equal right to paid ennual leave and to material security in
case of unemployment, sickness, disability, old age or other incapacity to
work; an equal right to old-age pension coverage, option for & lower .
pensionable age and a shorter period of employment for the avard of & pension I
being established in the case of women;

(f) The right to receive femily allowance on equel terms with men;

29/ /[opportunity for retraining/.
-38-
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(g) The entitlement of women who are employed for an incomplete
vorking day or an incomplete working week, and who receive payment in
proportion to the time worked or on the basis of output, to rights, privileges
end benefits on the same basis as those granted to full-time workers.

Alternative text 30/

/1. States Parties shall adopt all appropriate measures to ensure to women ,
married or unmarried, equal rights with men in the field of economic and
social life and, in particular:

(a) The right, without discrimination on grounds of marital status or
any other grounds, to receive vocational training, to work, to free choice
of profession and employment and to professional and vocational advancement;

(b) The right to equal remuneration with men and to eouality of
treatment in respvect of work of egual value:

(c) The right to leave with pay, retirement privileges and provision for
security in respect of unemployment, sickness, old age or other incapacity
to work:

(d) The right to receive family allowances on equal terms with men.

2. In order to prevent discrimination against women on account of marriage
or maternity and to ensure their effective right to work States Parties shall
undertake measures:

(a) To prevent the dismissal in the event of marriage or maternity;

(b) To encourage the provision of paid maternity leave with the
guarantee of returning to former employment;

(¢) _To encourage the provision of the necessary supportive social
services, /

Article 12 31/

Stetes Parties undertake to progressively adopt all necessary measures
to ensure protection for women workers and, in particular:

[(a) To restrict the employment of women workers in hesva‘r labour and
under working conditions that are physically harmful to women: 32/

(b) To provide appropriate working conditions for pregnant women “”dk
nursing mothers, including, where necessary, their tre;msf'er to hm:?r wor
with retention of the earnings received in their previous employment;

30/ This text was proposed in substitution of articles 11, 12, 13 and 1k,

2__{ One representative proposed the deletion of this article. See also
foot-note 30 above.
32/ Some representatives were not in favour of this clause.
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(¢) To erant adequate maternity leave with pay equivalent to their
earnings and without loss of the job held;

(d) To prohibit the dismissal of women who are taking maternity leave
and the dismissal of women because they are pregnant or are nursing a child;

(e) To grant nursing mothers additional paid work breaks to nurse their
infants;

(f) To make provision for granting mothers paid leave to care for sick
children;

(g) To grant women free medical care during pregnancy, confinement
and the post-natal period;

(h) Special assistance to mothers with large families and unwed mothers,

Alternative text of article 12

/States Perties undertake progressively to adoot all necessary
measures to ensure protection for women workers and, in particular:

(a) To prohibit discrimination against working women because of
pregnancy, childbirth or maternity;

(b) To require that absence from work necessitated by complications of
pregnancy and childbirth be treated for purposes of employment the seme as

any other temporary dissbility is treated under the law and in employer
practices:

(c) To encourage the granting of paid leave for parents of either sex
for purposes of child care;

(d) To prohibit the dismissal of women who are taking maternity leave
and the dismissal of women because they are pregnant or nursing a child;

(e) To make provision for granting parents paid leave to care for sick
children;

(f) To encourage the granting of free medical care to women during
pregnancy, confinement and the post-natal period;

(g) Special assistance to needy parents;?

Article 13 33/

The States Parties shall adopt all necessery measures to enable woren
to combine the fulfilment of family and maternal obligations with activity
in the labour force, in professions and in public life and shall for that
purpose promote the establishment of special institutions, particularly

33/ EFee foot-note 30 sbove.
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institutions for the care of children of working mothers (cré&ches,
kindergartens, extended day groups for school children, extra-scholastic
institutions and the like), either free or subject to a moderate charge
for the care of the children. G

Alternative text of article 13

/The States Parties shall encourage measures to enable parents to
combine fulfilment of family parental obligations with activity in the
labour force, in professions and in public life and shall for that purpose
promote the establishment of child care facilities as needed as a
co-operative effort of povernment, business and industry and other
institutions and organizetions in the private sector;Y

Article 1k 33/

The provisions of articles 11, 12, 13 and 1k shall apply to all women
without exception, /who are gainfully employed/ 34/ in State co-operative,
public and private institutions, industrial and non-industrial
enterprises and other orgenizations in agriculture and on plantaticns, and
also to women who perform for any organizations or individuals remunerated
work at home or who are gainfully employed in domestic work.

Additional article

In order to safeguard the health and promote the welfare of mothers,
States Parties shall undertake progressively to provide for women in
connexion with their pregnancies, free medical fare which shall incluqe
examination and treatment in the ante- and post-natal periods and during
confinement.

CIVIL AND FAMILY RIGHTS
Article 1

1. The States Parties shall accord to women equality with men before the
law,

2% The States Parties shall accord to women equal civil and.legal
capacity with men in all stages of procedure in courts and tribunals.

3. The States Parties agree that all contracts direct?d at restricting
the legal capacity of women shall be deemed null and void.

4. The States Parties shall accord men and women the same rights with .
regard to the law on the movement of persons and the freedom to choose their
residence.

34/ One representative proposed the deleti?n of these words on t2§1
grounds that the provisions of the relevant articles should apply to

women without this qualification.
IR



Article 16

1. The States Parties shall adopt all necessary measures to ensure the
full equality of women with men in all matters relating to merriasge and
family relationg, including:

(a) The same right as men to enter into the marriase state;

(b) The same right as men to free choice of a spouse and to enter
into marriege only with their free and full consent;

(c) Equal rights and duties with men during merriape and at its
dissolution; 35/

(d) Equal rights and duties with men in matters relating to their
children except in case of her being a sinrle parent. In all cases the
interests of the children shall be paramount; 35/

(e) Recognition of equal rights to be guardians and trustees, and
also of an equal right to adopt children:

(f) Provision in law for the equal personal rights of men and women,
including the right to choose a family name, profession and occupation;

(g) Recognition of equal rights of men and women in respect of the
ownership, use and disposition of their proverty /while the existence in
law of a compulsory régime of conjugal property - community or division - _
must not entail a reduction or restriction of the property rights of womqy-

2, Child marriage and the betrothal of young girls before puberty shall
be prohibited, and effective action, including legislation, shall be taken
to specify a minimum age for marriage and to make the registration of
marriages in an official registry compulsory. .

3. To eliminate discrimination against unwed mothers and to give effect
to the principle proclaimed in the Declaration of the Rights of the Child
that all children shall be protected irrespective of the circumstances of
their birth, the States Parties shall provide that all children shall enjoy
equal rights and equal social protection.

FINAL PROVISIONS

Article 17 36/

None of the provisions of this Convention may be regarded as diminishing

the significance of the existing domestic legislation of countries if that
lezislation provides for more extensive rights for women.

35/ One representative expressed reservations concernine this clause,

§§/ Some representatives expressed reservations concerning articleg
17 to 22.
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Additional parsgraph of article 17 31/

[Nothing in this Convention should affect existing conventions adopted
under the asuspices of the United Netions or its specialized agencies and
having_as their object the repulation of various aspects of the status of
vomen. /

Article 18

This Convention shall be open for sifnature by all States. Any State
wvhich Jloes not sign the Convention before its entry into force may accede to
it at any time.

Article 19

1. A request for the revision of this Convention may be made at any time
by any State Party by means of a notification in writing addressed to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

2, The General Assembly of the United Nations shall decide upon the steps,
if any, to be taken in respect of such a request.

Article 20

Each Party to this Convention shall in exercising its national )
sovereignty have the right to withdraw from the Convention if it decides that
extraordinary events, related to the subject-matter of this Convention,
compel it to do so. It shall give notice of such withdrawal three months in
advance to all Parties to the Convention and to the Secretary-General ?f the
United Nations. Such notice shall include a statement of'the extraordinary
events it regards as having compelled it to take such action.

Article 21 38/

1. State Parties undertake to submit every four years ?o the Secretar:z .
General reports on legislative, administrative and practical measures whic

they have adopted in implementing the provisions of the present
Convention, 39/

H
37/ See paragraph 90 above.

38/ See elso alternative text appearing in square brackets after
&rticle 2L below.

39/ One representative proposed the inclusion as a second C%a?s:nzii::is
Paragraph of the following provision: "In cases vhere relevant e ?. a
has Previously been furnished to the United Natons or to any speqéa-lze
4%ency by any State Party to the present Convention, it will no: fe e
ecessary to reproduce that information but a reference to the informa

%0 furnished will suffice."”
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2. Every four years following this Convention's entry into force, the
Commission on the Status of Vomen shall consider the question of the status
of the implementation of the Convention by the States Parties, and submit
the report to the Economic and Social Council.

3. Specialized agencies shall be entitled to be represented at the
consideration of the said reports.

Article 22
1. The present Convention shall enter into force on the thirtieth day
after the dete of deposit with the Secretary-Ceneral of the United Nations
of the ... instrument of ratification or accession.
2. For each State ratifying this Convention or acceding to it after the
deposit of the ... instrument of ratification or accession, the present
Convention shall enter into force on the thirtieth day after the date of
the deposit of its own instrument of ratification or accession.

Article 23

The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform States of
the following:

(a) Signatures, ratifications and accessions under article ...

(b) The date of entry into force of the present Convention under
article ...

(¢) Denunciations in accordance with article ...

Article 2L

This Convention, the Russian, Chinese, Enlish, French and Spanish texts
of which are equally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives of the
U“itEG,Nati°n3- Duly certified copies of this Convention shall be
transmitted to the Governments of the signatory and acceding States.

In vitness whereof the undersizned, duly authorized, have signed this
Convention.

Alternative text of article 21

[First alternative article/

/2. There shall be established a Committee on the Convention on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women (hereafter referred to as the
Committee) consisting of experts of high moral standing and acknowledged
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impartiality elected by States Parties from arong their nationals, L0/
preferably members of the Cormission on the Status of Women, who shall
serve in their personal capacity, consideration beine given to equitable
geographicel distribution and to the representation of the different forms
of civilization as well as of the principal legal systems.

2. The members of the Cormittee shall be elected by secret ballot from
a list of persons nominated by the States Parties. Each State Party may
nominate one verson from among its own nationals. 1/

3. The initial election shall be held six months after the date of the
entry into force of this Convention. At least three months before the

dete of each election the Secretary-General of the United Nations shall
address a letter to the States Parties inviting them to submit their
nominations within two months. The Secretary-General shall prepare & list in
alphabetical order of all persons thus nominated, indicating the States
Parties which have nominated them, and shall submit it to the States Parties.

k., Elections of the members of the Committee shall be held at & meeting of
States Parties convened by the Secretary-General at United Nations
Headguarters. At that meeting, for which two thirds of the States Parties
shall constitute & quorum, the persons elected to the Committee shall be
those nominees who obtain the largest number of votes and an absolute
majority of the votes of the representatives of States Parties and voting.

5. (&) The members of the Committee shall be elected for a term of four
years. However, the terms of six of the members elected at the first
election shall expire at the end of two years; immediately after the first
election the names of these members shall be chosen by lot by the Chairman
of the Committee.

(b) Por the filling of casusl vacancies, the State Party whose expert
hes ceased to function as a member of the Committee shall appoint another i
expert from among its nationals, subject to the approval of the Committee. L2/

6. States Parties shall be responsible for the expenses of.the_pembers of
the Committee while they are in performance of Committee duties./

/Second alternative article/

[I- States Parties undertake to submit to the Secretary-General of the
United Nations, for consideration by the Cormittee, & report on the

——
40/ One representative proposed that the

members” should be replaced by "nationals, or t
Preferably members”.

41/ One representative proposed that eithﬁ
OWn nationals" be deleted, or that the phrase or
8dded at the end of the original sentence.

42/ One re i d that wh
%2/ presentative propose
a8 & member of the Committee, it should not be the State Party but the

Committee that should appoint another expert, who would serve until the
eXpiration of the term of the office which has been vacated.

k5.

words "nationals, preferably
hose of another State,

r the phrase "from among its
those of another State” be

en an expert ceases to function



legislative, judicial, administrative or other measures which they have
adopted and which give effect to the provisions of this Convention:

within one year after the entry into force of the Convention of the State
concerned, and thereafter every two years 53/ and whenever the Committee
so requests. The Committee may request further information from the States
Parties.

(a) ‘here relevant information has previously heen furnished to the
United Nations or to any specialized agzency by any State Party to this
Convention, it will not be necessary to reproduce that inforration but a
precise reference to the information so furnished will suffice.

(b) Specialized agencies shall be entitled to be represented at the
consideration of the implementation of such provision of this Convention
as fall within the scope of their activities. They shall be entitled to
submit reports on the implementation of relevant instruments edopted by
them or under their auspices, including particulars of decisions end
recommendations on such implementation adopted by their competent organs.

2. Specialized agencies shall be asble to receive copies of such parts of

the reports by Governments on this Convention as fell within the scope of
their activities.

3. The Committee shall report annuslly, E&/ through the Secretary-General,
to the General Assembly of the United Nations on its activities and may

maeke suggestions and general recommendations based on the examination of

the reports and information received from the States Parties. Such suggestions
and general recommendations shall be reported to the General Assembly
together with comments, if any, from States Parties./

43/ One representative proposed that the States Parties should report

every four years after the initial repcrt which would be within a year,
thus reducing the financial implications,

Ly One representative suggested the substitution of the phrase e
necessary’ for the word "annually".
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IV. INTERVATIONAL INSTRUMENTS AND NATTONAL STANDARDS
RELATING TO THE STATUS OF WOMEN 45/

92. The Commission considered item 5 of its agenda at its 603rd, 605th, 613th
wd 626th meetings. It discussed subitems (a). (b) and (c¢) separately.

A. Implementation of the Declaration on the Elimination of
Liscrimination against ‘omen and related instruments

3. The Commission considered subitem 5 (&) at its 603rd to 605th and

f13th meetings. It had before it a report by the Secretary-General on the subject
(8/CN.6/571 and Add.l and 2) prepared in accordance with Economic and Social
founcil resolution 1677 (LII) of 31 May 1972.

%. In introducing the report, the representative of the Secretary-General reminded
the members of the Commission that by that resolution the Council had established

& nev consolidated reporting system based on a four-year cycle, with respect to

the implementation of the Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination against
Yomen end other international instruments dealing with women's rights. The report,
vhich was the first under the new system, was analytical in nature, as requested.
It dealt with the publicity given to the Declaration, general and educational )
®asures, and civil and political rights. It was based on the information supplied
% Member States, the specialized agencies and non-governmental organizations on

the basis of detailed guidelines prepared by the Secretariat. She pointed out

~ thet only 34 Governments had submitted information and that relatively few replies

dealt with the implementation of the other international instruments mentioned inm
the guidelines. She indicated thet the report conteined much interesting
infornation on action taken by non-governmental orgenizations to improve the
Psition of women.

%5. Many members of the Commission explained that if their Governments had not
Tplied it wes not because of lack of interest since they considered the
tlimination of discrimination against women of utmost importance, Among the
feasons for not replying were the costs involved in preparing reports for the
Secretary-General, especially when the national language was not one of the
“rking languages of the United Nations, and the difficulties encountered in
ftherinz and co-ordinating the relevant information. In this connexion, some
Teoresentatives emphasized the need to improve the efficiency of communications
‘¢tveen the United Nations and Governments. It was suggested that Governments
“ould sppoint national correspondents whose functions would be to obtain and
“-ordinate the required informstion relatingz to women, and who would work in
tlose collaboration with national commissions where they existed. Several
‘epresentatives announced the intention of their Governments 1o send their
replies during the current session of the Commission or in the near future.

-'h &
!.‘2/ Summary records of the discussion of this item were not provided.
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96. Members agreed that it was most important to give the widest publicity to the
provisions of the Declaration, although knowledge of its provisions in itself
would not eliudinate discrimination azainst women. Many representatives referred
to their Government's efforts to publicize the Declaration and to translate it
into the national languages end diaslects, A more important challenge, however,
vas to convey the meaning of the principles of the Declaration to the masses of
the population.

97. Many representatives described various aspects of the de Jure and the de factc
situation of women in their countries. Some members expanded on the information
submitted by Governments and referred to recent develonments that had taken place
de jure, as well as de facto. Tnose developments concerned not only civil and
political rights but also economic, social and cultural rights of women which
would be the subject of the next report on the implementation of the Declaration
to be submitted to the Commission at its twenty-sixth session, in 1976.

98. Several new developments in the de jure situation were mentioned. In some
instances reference was made to new provisions of & general nature which were
included in the constitutions. In other cases, mention was made of innovations
wvhich had been introduced in the law and which improved the legal status of
women. For example, concerning the political rights of women. under a recently
adopted electoral law in one country, the Covernment must subsidize part of all
candidates' campeaigns and a limit had been set to the amount of campaimn funds
to be spent. That was expected to increase the number of wonen candidates and
to encourage their greater particivation in public affairs, since wonmen tended
to lack the economic means for political campaisning or access to financinz for
these purposes. Another development mentioned was that under the new housing
legislation enacted in one country, the full salary of either spouse might be
made available for the purposes of a mortgaze on a house.

99. Concerning the de facto situation, several representatives referred to the
?er'petuation of traditional sex roles as one of the main obstacles in
implementing the principles set forth in the Declaration., It was reported that

in some countries concrete measures were being teken to improve the system of
education and to give girls and boys alike equal training and possibilities to
choose from any curricula, irrespective of sex. In some cases, specific programmes
emphasized that all children, irrespective of sex, should be encouraged to become

economically independent and better educated so as to be able to choose any kind
of occupation.

100. Some members indicated that national commissions or special committees had
been created by their respective Governments to find ways to eliminate the obstacles
to achieving equality between men and women or to study specific aspects of the
problem. In one country, for example, a committee had been established to study
whether advertising in the mass communication media discriminated against women,
Another committee had been established to study the question of equal pay from a
more realistic perspective, comparing, for example, vages of nurses with vages of
traditionally male professions requiring the same, or an equivalent educational
standard. Other representatives referred to the establishment of government offices

to deal with women's affairs or institutes for family affairs or national
commissions on the status of women,

101. Some representatives expressed the view that the efforts of new feminist grows
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cere an important cause of the increased awareness and interest of society as &
vhole relating to the achievement of equality between men and women. Another
development mentioned was the appesarance of experts on women's questions and
problems. The experts, it was noted, were needed not only at the international
level, but also at the national level and various countries were seeking the
services of such experts to elaborate specific programmes,

102. It was suggested by several representatives that in order to implement fully
the principles of the Declaration, women must have access in much larger numbers
to political and decision-meking positions at all levels. The great difficulties
encountered by women in reachingz positions in the higher echelons were mentioned.
INESCO was urged to develop training programmes that would encourage women to
engage in political activities in large numbers. It was also emphasized by many
members that, in order to achieve the full implementation of all the principles
of the Declaration, women must first have equal opportunities in education,
mrestricted access to all types of work, and receive equal pay for work of equal
value - something that still remained to be echieved in many sectors. Several
representatives expressed the opinion that the adoption of a convention on the
elimination of discrimination against women would facilitate the implementation
of the Declaration.

Consideration of draft resolution and voting

103. A draft resolution (E/CN.6/L.661) on the subject recommended for adoption by
the Bconomic and Social Council was submitted by the Dominican Republic, Indonesia,
Yorvay and the Philippines. Argentina, Canada, Colombia, France, Greece and
Theiland subsequently became co-Sponsors.

10k, At its 613th meeting the Commission approved the draft resolution by consensus.
[For the text, see chapter I, draft resolution IV./

B. Legal capacity of married women: capacity to engage
in independent work

105. The Commission considered subitem 5 (b) at its 604th, 605th and 613th meetings.
It bad before it a progress report by the Secretary-General on the subject
(E/CN.6/584).

106. In introducing the report, the representative of the Secretary-General reminded
members that at its twenty-first session the Commission had decided to underteke

s long-ternm project on the status of women in private law, and to consider &

nmber of topics within the framework of article 6 of the Declaration on the
Elizinstion of Discrimination against Women. The present report, she st.ated.,twas
prepared in partial response to that decision; the report on the legal C@:cl; 3;

of sarried women, including freedom of movement, domicile and residence wou e
completed in 197h. Though the present report dealt with one aspect only, 1t ‘;ﬂs

a important and timely one, namely the broader issue 9:’ the legal capac:.g o
zarried women, which concerned her right to engage in independent work. TWO

sein questions were examined: the capacity of the wife to €ngage freely in t.m
sctivity of her choice outside the home without having to.ol?tain her husband sf
authorization or consent and the right of the wife to administer and dispose o &
her earnings or the product of her work. At the outset of the report, some gener
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observations were made relating to two important activities performed by the wife
during marriage: her work as caretaker to the needs of the various members of
the family and her work as an assistant to her husband in the performance of his
own occupation.

107. In the course of the general discussion, many members referred to the situation
in their countries with respect to the legel capacity of married women to undertake
independent work and to their general legal capucity and status st marriage and
during marriage. While in some instances achievement of complete equality in law
was reported, in a number of cases specific reference was made to laws or customs
which deprived married women of certain important personal and property rights.
Mention was made of progress achieved in the past few years in eliminating a
nwsber of discriminatory laws, and of legislative reforms which were either under
vay or contemplated. In that respect the important role that women's ogranizations
had played or could play in helping to bring about such reforms was emphasized,
together with activities undertaken at the regional level to achieve a unified
legislative approach for countries of the same region. Examples cited were the
recommendations of the Seminar on the Status of Arsb Women in Personal Statutes,
held in Cairo in October 1972 and organized by the League of Arab States

(see E/CN.6/578), as well as a study on the economic independence of adult perscas
both outside and inside marriage which was being prepared by the Nordic Council.

108, Members of the Commission agreed that it was most important thet equality of
men and women in the field of family lew be achieved as soon as possible in the
countries where such was not yet the case. It was also stressed that that alone
would not be enough to bring about de facto equality and more particularly the

full integration of women in the development effort to which the United Nations ves
committed. They therefore considered that the fundsmentsl issue was that of the
roles of men and women in the family and in society, as the report of the Secretary-
General had rightly pointed out.

109. Members agreed that the past two decades had witnessed a substantial increase
in women engaging in independent work. It was pointed out, however, that the
majority of married women, even in some of the most progressive societies, were
hampered in doing so, either because they still conceived of themselves as belng
first of all housewives whose role was to take care of the home, the children and
even the husband, or because their husbands held such views. Efforts to achieve
full participation of women in the development of their countries on & basis of
equality with men would not succeed unless an evolution in the traditional

attit.:udes of men and women towards their roles and responsibilities in the fazily
and in society took place.

110. Referring to measures which would encourage women to exercise their right ¥
work end thus participate more fully as workers and citizens in the life of the
community, members stressed the need for large-scale educational and informatiooas
programmes to encourage changes in attitudes of both men and women towards their
respective roles, provision of adequate child-care facilities, & more equitable
sharing of household chores between husband and wife, a revision of laws on
taxation, so that the income of the wife would be taxed separately from that of
her husband and therefore at a rate lower than that applicable to & Joint income.
There was agreement on the need and importance of spreading knowledge &among women
of their rights and responsibilities in general and with respect to marriage in
particular. Too many women, it was pointed out, were totally ignorant of those
rights end responsibilities and were in no position to avail themselves of them
when necessary.
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11. With respect to certain activities performed without financial compensation
vy sarried women during marriage, it was felt that the services they rendered when
+hey shared in the work of their husbends - e situation which was videspread in
wral areas in connexion with farm work - should always be adequately remunerated.
In that respect reference was made to discriminatory practices prevailing in some
countries whereby the farm wife working with her husband in the development of

the farm received no financial corpensation or was considered to be only & family
selper and not a self-employed entrepreneur. Such a situation was said to be one
of the main causes in one country of the migration of families from rurasl to urban
areas, & decision which usually was the wife's. As regards services rendered in
conpexion with the care and rearing of children at home, the opinion was expressed
that such should be viewed as an occupation for which financial compensation in an
sppropriate manner was due.

Consideration of draft resolution and voting

112, A draft resolution on subitem 5 (b) recommended for adoption by the Economic
and Social Council was submitted by the Dominican Republic, Indonesia,

the Philippines, Romania and Thailand (E/CN.6/L.662)., Belgium, Finland, Japan,
Liberia and Norway were subsequently added as sponsors.

113. The part of the draft resolution which was later to be amended reed &s
follows;

"Pakin- into account that these situetions are not in eccordance
(or even in conflict) with article 6 of the Declaration on the Elimination
of Discrimination against Women,

“l. Recommends that Member States take all the pecessary measures to
ensure that the legal capacity of the married woman is equal with that of
the man, concerning: (a) geinful employment outside the home; (p) Bak g
cepacity to administer her property and revenue of her work; (c) the
administration of the family's common property; (d) parental suthority
over their children and their interest; (e) dissolution of nsrrisge and
its legal effects:

"2, Recommends further that Member States provide adequate remedies,
Judicial or otherwise, to both spouses to help them solve tt}eir ]
disagreements in respect of questions mentioned sbove, particular emphas1s
being put on the necessity of mediation through competent authorities,
vith the assistance of personnel trained in all sspects of family
relations,"

L. The sponsors subsequently revised slightly the wvording of the draft resolution.

referring to the third preambular

i CHDSESSDCELLYS Of the LoioMd ELIBON or even in conflict”, which

paragraph, orally proposed the deletion of the words
Ppeared in parentheses. The amendment was accepted by the sponsors.
16. The representati iet Socialist Republics orally

ve of the Union of Sovaet
proposed the insertion, in operative paragraph 1 of the words 'vhere such is not
yet the case" after the word "'Recomends': and the imert,ion'l in Operﬂ-.tive
saregraph 2, of the words "in suck cases’, after the words ‘Recomends further

that . The amendments were accepted by the sponsors.
Sole




117. The representative of India expressed sone reservations as to certain minority
lavs in her country which vere protected by the Constitution.

118. At its 613th meetinz the Commission approved by consensus the resolution,
as orally modified. /For the text, see chapter I, draft resolution V./

C. Communications concerning the status of women

119. The Commission considered subitem 5 (c¢) at its 626th meeting, on

31 January 19T4. In accordance with Economic and Social Council resolution 76 (V),
as amended by Council resolution 304 I (XI), the Secretary-General prepared two
lists summarizing communications received: a non-confidential list of
communications dealing with principles relating to the promotion of the status

of women in the political, economic, social and educational fields (E/CN.6/CR.2k)
and e confidential list of other communications concerning the status of women.

120. In introducing the relevant documents the representative of the Secretary-
General drew attention to recent modifications concerning human rights
communications introduced under Economic and Social Council resolution

1503 (XLVIII) and to the fact that the Council resolution had not taken into
eccount the implications of such procedures for the procedure to be followed by
the Commission in the consideration of communications concerning the status of
womnen.

121. The representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics formally
proposed that the Commission decide that in future communications related to the
status of women shall be considered in accordance with Council resolution

1503 (XLVIII). In her opinion, that resolution had established a single systen
to deal with all communications on human rights, including women's rights and

no qther United Nations orzan than those mentioned in the resolution had
Jurisdiction to deal with communications. Therefore communications on the )
status of women did not belong any longer to the work programme of the Commission
on the Status of Women.,

122, While a number of representatives shared that view and also expressed co;:;cem
about unduly overloading the already very heavy work programme of the CDtumia?lm'
other members felt that the Commission should not decide at its current session
to delete the question of communications on the status of women from the work
programme of the Commission, until it was fully informed on the implications

of the new procedure established under Council resolution 1503 (XLVIII) as fer

as communications on the status of women were concerned. They suggested that
the Secretary-General should prepare for the consideration of the Commission
at its twenty-sixth session a note on the subject and that the Commission should
only then, in the light of that note, decide on this matter.

Decision of the Commission

123. Following an exchange of views among the members of the Commission, and at
the request of the representative of the USSR, her proposal was put to & e,
At its 626th meeting the Commission adopted the USSR proposal by 11 votes to 5,
with 10 abstentions (see paragraph 1),
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V. STUDY ON THE INTERRELATIONSHIP OF THF STATUS
OF WOMEN AND FAMILY PLANNING L6/

12k, The Commission considered item 6 of its agenda st its 606th to 608th and
£21st meetings. It had before it the Speciaml Rapporteur's report entitled "Study
on the interrelationship of the status of women and family plannins" (E/CN.6/5T5
and Add.1-3) prepared in accordance with Economic and Social Council resolution
1326 (XLIV) and Commission resolutions 7 (XXIII) and 6 (XXIV).

125. The Assistant Secretary-Ceneral for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs
introduced the study for which she had been appointed Special Rapporteur by the
founcil in 1968 (resolution 1326 (XLIV)) while she was a member of the Commission.
She drew attention to the definition of the terms "status of women" and "family
planning” which had been given in the report. She also underlined the three crucial
and closely interrelated parts of the study which dealt with the question of
populetion frem both its human rights and national development aspects. The three
main sections of the study focused on: (a) the importance of family planning for
vomen as individuals apd its impact on their roles in society; (b) the status of
vomen as a factor influencing family size and the birth rate; (c) the implications
of current population growth for women and national development. The part of the
study dealing with the nature and scope of family planninz and related programmes
and women's roles with respect to such programmes was not yet available but would

be issued in due course. The Assistant Secretary-General drew particular attention
to the summarv of the study (see E/CN.6/5T5, sect. E) and to the general
observations and coneclusions (ibid., sect. F).

126, Representatives expressed their sincere appreciation to the Assistant
Secretary-Gener=1, who in her capacity as Special Rapporteur had contributed so
Tuch to the study on the status of women and family planning, and to all who had
worked on it with her. They underlined the usefulness of the definition given of
the terms "status of women" and "family planning”, as well as the summary and
conclusions of the report which provided valuable insights into the
interrelationship between the status of women and family vplanning. H’h;l? it vas
rue that a woman's stetus was hirh or low dependinr on the extent to which she had
tontrol over her own life, in practice it was the extent to which she had aﬁcesa t'f.'
fovledge, economic resources and politicel power that determined her real status”.
Similuly’ the status of a society could be assessed asccordine to the cl}oicen it
Offered its citizens in the areas of education, employment, political life and
“®2ily 1ife. Thus, the status of the citizen in any society was linked to the
atus and quality of the society itself. Similarly, the definition of the concept
of "family vlanning” given in the report was important. "Pamily plenning” had too
O{tm been taken to mesn only birth control. The study made it clear, however,
‘2t the concept of family planning encompassed the right of sll persons to decide
“ely and responsibly on the number and svacing of their children, taking into
"eCount the ripht of every child to be a wanted child.

“H-—_
86/ Summary records of the discussion of this item were provided.



127. It was considered essential that during the debates of the Vorld Population

Conference, to be held in Bucharest in August 19T4, increased emphasis should be

given to problems concerning the role of women in contemrorary society; also thet
Governments should be requested to ensure adequate participation of women in their
delesations to the Conference.

128, Several representatives recommended that the study on the ststus of women apd
family plannine should be published in & shorter, poouler version for the World
Population Year, 1974, and the International Vomen's Year, 1075, and civen wide
publicity.

129, Tt was also recommended that the study itself which contained very useful dats
and information should be a background document for the World Population Conference
and the International Forum on the Role of Vomen in Population and Development to

be held in February 1974. Some representatives noted that they had been unable to
exanine the study closely in view of the late distribution of the report in Russian
and therefore abstained from suoporting this recommendation.

130. Some representatives expressed scme reservations with respect to paragranh il
of the study (E/CN.6/575) in so far as it recopnized the right to decide freely and
responsibly on the number of children and the right to adequate information,
education and services as fundamental human richts which should be ruaranteed to all
persons regardless of particular national or international demosraphic conditions
and goals. They expressed the view that the exercise of human rights must take into
account national conditions or goals,

131. A wider circulation of the report as well as the publication of & more popular
version of it was recommended. It was felt that the World Population Plan of Action
should take into account the findines of the study and the interrelationship of
ropulation questions, the status of women and over-all develonment.

132, Many representatives spoke of the vital role which family planning could pl&
in enabling women to contribute to the life of the community and imorove their
status in it, as well as in facilitatine the enjoyment by them of their other
rishts. Conversely, improvements in the status of women were important if family
planning programmes were to be successful.

133, Fducation was considered to be a key factor in raisinz the status of women ard
in improving the quality of life. Several representatives spoke also of the
importance of sex education and felt it should be included in the school curriculs.
Other representatives stressed that education in population questions in general
rather than sex education should be taught in the schools and in and out-of-school
educational procrammes. Some representatives said that pood teachers for sex
education as well as for population education were essential since it was importent
that younz people should be taught the basic facts of reoroduction and the
techniques of family plenningz.

134. Some representatives noted that the conceot of family planning should be
regarded in the context of economic and social development in the countries
concerned and that States had a sovereipgn right to formulate and to promote their
own population policies which should not be subject to outside intervention. .It vas
noted that this policy had been applied by Governments on the basis of conditions
prevailing in each country. It was also said that demomraphic factors would not
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nave & decisive influence on socio-economic development but that only radicel
reforms would brinT a genersl imorovement in economic conditions and in achieving
real orogress in develooment.

135. Many recresentatives considered that the integration of family plsnnine
grogrammes as an integral part of national, social and economic development
programmes was essential. Some representatives urged that family plennine should
not only be inteprated in health and welfare programmes but should be ziven a hirh
priority within those programmes.

136, Other representatives underlined the need for more funds to be expended on
economic and social development and the development of better employment
opportunities for women.

137. One representative stated that, in line with the findings of the study, in her
country the budget for family planning had been reduced in favour of additiocnal
funds for develorment projects.

138. Some representatives felt that radical changes in the status of women did not
hinre on family plamning but on the mobilization of millions of women in the cause
of national and social develomment. It was said that the sims of a demographic
policy should be limited to producing an optimum rate of population revlacement by
systematic action to stimulate or limit the birth rate dependine on the specific
socio-economic conditions of a given country. It was hardly eppropriate for the
United Nations to make recommendations on such matters.

139. On the other hand, the view was put forward thet the success or failure of
development depended in some countries on whether the population problem could be
solved. Representatives stressed the unquestioned right of each State to formulate
its population policy. At the same time it was felt by some representatives that

2 more positive and comprehensive policy should be adopted by some States wvhich if
Including such factors as the intensification of rursl development, employment
°pportunities would provide more options for women. Population policies should elso
be implemented by better balanced budgets as well as by chanves in legislation, such
8¢ the adoption of appropriate marriaze and inheritance laws and other regulations

vhich would support those population policies.

Consideration of draft resolution and voting

he interrelationshin of the status
Dominican Republic, Egyot, ??nland
It contained a draft resolution

il;o- A draft resolution relating to the study on t
vomen and family plannins was submitted by the

d the United States of America (E/CH.6/L.668).
recommended for adoption by the Economic and Social Council. This draft resolution

23 subsequently revised to incorporate a number of amendments. The revised draft
resolution (E/CN.6/L.668/Rev.1) was introduced by the Dominican Republic.

i:i;dmmrim the consideration of the revised draft resolution s number :faonl
ents vere proposed. Finland suggested that in opergtl?! parearaph 3,
submrﬂsra.ph (a), g;:: words "adequate education in maternity and child-health
*¢rvices" be modified to read "adequate maternity, child-health and child-care
**TVices, education". India suagested an amendment to subparagraph (b), by which,
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Philippines suggested an amendment to subparagzraph (c), by which the phrase "out -
school educational activities, including literacy prorrammes" was replaced by the
phrase "for youth ettending school, as well as for those who do not". Belgium
suggested an smendment to operative paragraph 6, after the words "support and
promote’, by which the words "as much as possible" were inserted. Indis expressed
reservation with respect to operative paragraph 5: it did not consider it opportune
to request Governments to provide cqual representation, since some might want more
women and some fewer to participate in the Conference. It wished to have its
position recorded in the report.

1k2. At its €21st meeting the Commission approved the revised draft resolution, as
orally amended, by 20 votes to none, with 8 abstentions. /For the text, see
chapter I, draft resolution VI./

Decision of the Commission

1k3. At the same meeting, the Commission also decided to request the Secretary-
General to bring the revised draft resolution (E/CN.6/L.668/Rev.1), as amended, to
the attention of the Population Commission at its forthcoming session, together vitd
the report of the Special Rapporteur and the summary records of the discussion of
the item in the Commission on the Status of VWomen, so that they would be taken into

consideration in the drafting of the World Fopulation Plan of Action (see
paregraph 5).



VI. PROGRAMME OF CONCERTED INTERNATIONAL ACTION TO PROMOTE
THE ADVARCEMENT OF WOMEN AND THEIR INTEGRATION IN
DEVELOPMENT LT/

14k, The Commission considered item T of its agenda at its 609th to 612th,
f16th to 619th, 621st and 62Tth meetings. It discussed subitems (a) and (b)
together, subitems (c) and (d) together, and subitem (e) separately.

A. Implementation of a programme of concerted international
action: status of rural women, especially asricultural
workers

145, The Commission considered subitems (a) and (b) at its 609th to 612th,

£16th to 619th, 621st and 62Tth meetines. Under subitem (a) ("Implementation of a
crogramme of concerted internationsl action"), the Commission had before it: a
report of the Secretary-General on the subject (E/CN.6/5T7), the Report of the
Interregional Meeting of Experts on the Integration of Women in Develoment _5'5/
and its summary (E/CN.S5/L81 ), as well as & report entitled Participation of “omen

in Comminity Development. 49/

146, Under subitem (b) ("Status of rural women, especially agricultural workers")
the Cormission had before it a progress report prepared by the Secretary-Ceneral
o0 the subject (E/CN.6/583) and the reports of the International Labour Office
(E/CN.6/583/Add.1) and FAO (E/CN.6/583/Add.2), prepared in accordance with
Commission resolution 14 (XXIV).

47, In introducing the report of the Secretary-General (E/CN.6/577), the
Tepresentative of the Secretary-General said that the report examined the objectives
tnd minimum targets of the Second United Nations Development Decade with special
reference to those relating to the promotion of the equality of women and to their
M1l integration in the development effort envisaged in General Assembly resolution
%26 (XXV) and 2716 (XXV). She also drew the Commicsion's attention to the need to
‘onsider its own role in the review and appraisal process relating to the status

d condition of women, particularly as the following year, 1975, would be devoted
*0 the mid-term review of progress achieved during the first half of the Decade.
The report also described the methodology currently being used by the United Nations
SYStem of organizations to measure and appraise progress and indicated the need for
the systematic collection of more extensive statistics and data on women and for

develorment indicators on the social situation and status of women.

of Vomen

148, : 2 & t tion
. '+ Referring to the Interregional Meeting of Experts on the Integra ol W

‘% Develomment , held in June 1972, in New York, the representative of the

e ———
1) Summary records of the discussion of this item were provided.
48/ United Nations publication, Sales No. E.T3.IV.12.
%9/ United Nations publication, Sales No. E.T2.IV.8.
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General observed that the Meeting marked the first occasion on which experts on
development and those on the status of women had come together to discuss common
strategies to achieve effective integration. She also highlighted other new and
expanded activities of the United Nations system in relation to women in
development, including a number of very useful seminars which had been held on the
relationship of the status of women and family planning As & contribution to the
preparation for the World Population Year, 1974, and also to the implementation of
the long-term programme of concerted action. Moreover, & project on the
integration of women in development with special reference to population factors
was currently being carried out.

149, A number of representatives thought that it was most timely to examine the
Commission's role in the review and appraisal process to be undertaken at intervals
throughout the Decade and particularly in preparing for the mid-term review. In
addition, several representatives pointed out the need to assess progress achieved
in promoting the equality and advancement of women, throurhout the entire United
Nations system, In the opinion of some members that might involve a revision of
the International Development Strategy for the Second United Nations Cevelopment
Decade (General Assembly resolution 2626 (XXV)) in order to define more clearly
approaches to the effective integration of women in development. Other
representatives felt that it was important to draw the attention of the Committee
for Development Planning and the Committee on Review and Appraisal which were
directly concerned with review and appraisal, to the need to include the gquestion
of the social and economic status of women and their equality with men, in the
mid-term and subseguent reviews.

150, Many representatives agreed that there was a need for more statistical and
informational data on the problems facine women in countries at all levels and
stages of development. In that connexion several members of the Comission felt
that it would be very useful if methodologies could be worked out for the
development of social date or indicators on the role of women in the economic,
social and cultural aspects of the development process.

151. Tt was pointed out that several obstacles still existed to the inteeration of
women in the development process end to their achievement of an improved quality of
life. That observation was found to be particularly applicable to women in rural
areas. In discussing the obstacles to the full participation of women in social,
?conomic and political life of rural areas, many representatives cited the
incidence of unemployment, underemployment, low wages, illiteracy, inadequate
educational and training facilities, particularly with regard to modern
agricultural techniques and vocational training, the sheer drudgery of agricultural
work, lack of transportation for women as well as schoolchildren, and inadequate
social and heelth services, including maternal and child care and family planning.

152. Some representatives stated that in many developing countries the plight "f,
vomen agricultural workers was deplorable. Others, however, pointed out that their
situation was also far from acceptable in many developed countries, where the
agricultural sector was in & stage of trensition. In some instances, it had even
produced a situation where there were fewer jobs, thourh the number of skilled
jobs had increesed, thereby increasing the rate of unemployment and migration to
the towns.

153. In that connexion, the view was expressed that the situation of wvomen working in
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rural industries should not be overlooked. It was suggested that those women
should be encouraged to participate in the choice and siting of industries in rural
greas, as such decisions could affect not only the human and social environment but
glso the future well-being of their families and community. Several
representatives welcomed the proposals of the Interrecional Meeting of Experts with
respect to the role of women in rural societies, in small-scale businesses, in
godern industries and the employment of women with family responsibilities.

15k, Some representatives thought that the "brain drain” from rural to urban aress
vas 8 serious problem and that every effort should be made by national development
planners to create more employment, better educational and leisure facilities and
community end cultural services in rural areas so as to encourage people to remsin
there. A few representatives suggested that salary and other incentives could be
introduced to make such areas more attractive.

155. The Commission thouzht that every effort should be made to give women and
girls greater access to education and that the level of their access affected the
level of development of the society.

156. Several representatives also stressed the need to rethink the type and quality
of education and truining in the rurasl sreas. In addition to sgricultural and home
economics skills, women and girls should be tesught leadership skills, manufascturing,
production and marketing techniques, and how to run co-operatives, small businesses
and self-help schemes profitably. In such a way, women could generate their own
employment end be in a better position to bring about social changes within their
societies,

157. Some members of the Commission welcomed the Secretary-General's progress
report (E/CN.6/583) and thought that the list of items for further study which it
contained was a comprehensive one.

158, The representative of UNESCO introduced the revised study on the equality of
ceess of girls and women to education in the context of rursl development
fE‘fCH.G/SGG/Rev.l). The study discussed certain basic problems facing women in
rrel areas, such as illiteracy, school drop-out, the inadequacy of educational
:d teaching facilities and the trend to miprate to the urban areas. In that
regard the report confirmed the discrepancy between the level of and opportunities
for education in urban aress, on the one hand, and rural areas, on the other, and
emphasized the obstacles to women's complete integration in develomment brought
thout by their inadequate education and training.

, in introducing the
ed development could not
improved.

159. The representative of the International Labour Office
report of the ILO (E/CN.6/583/Add.1), observed that balanc
be achieved unless the status of both vomen and men in the rural areas was
One of the major obstacles to the advancement of rural women was that their
sctivities were confined to home economics. The IIO report stressed the need to
involve women in wider economic and social activities by equipping them with the
necessary know-how and technical assistance.

160, The representative of FAO pointed out that the FAO report (E/Cﬂ-6/583/ﬁdd-§:
sttempted to present a profile of the rural waman in e variety of sxtuationsi s
msjor contribution was to provide & conceptual framework vhich could be d“? Oped
and tested on the national level, in order to determine the extent of wgmen s
rarticipation in social and economic activities and to plan further action
programmes.
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161. The representative of WHO emphasized the need to examine the health situatiop
of wvomen and other vulnerable groups in rural areas and said that necessary
research was being carried out by his organization.

162, The representative of ECA agreed with other speakers that training in home
economics should not be carried out in isolation but should be provided alonz with
training in modern agricultural and marketing techniques. She informed the
Commission that in each member country of the region, workshons had been held which
aimed at training community development workers in labour-savinz technigues and
income-renerating activities.

163. The representative of UNICEF outlined some of the proprammes currently being

undertaken by the Fund to improve, in particular, the health and welfare of the
mother and the child in rural areas.

Consideration of draft resolution and voting

164. At the 616th meeting, the representative of Egynt on behalf also of France
and Libderia introduced a draft resolution on the implementation of & programme of
concerted international action to promote the advancement of women and their
integration in development (E/CN.6/L.665). Colombia, Indonesia, Japan and Romania
Joined in sponsoring the draft resolution, which contuined a draft recommended to
the Economic and Social Council for adoption.

165. The representative of the United States of America sutmitted smendments
(E/CN.6/L.669) which were subsequently withdrawn in favour of a revised text
introduced by Egypt on behalf of all previous sponsors as well as the Dominican
Republic and the United States (E/CN.6/L.665/Rev.l). The revised draft resolution
combined the main features of the initial draft resolution and of the United States

amendments. Operative paragraph 8 of the revised draft resolution, which vas lster
to be amended, read as follows:

"8. Requests the Secretary-General to sutmit & report to the Commission
on the Status of Women at its twenty-sixth session on the allocation of funds
and personnel by the United Nations system of organizations for development
programmes for women, aimed at achieving the goals and objectives of the
Second United Nations Development Decade and of General Assembly resolution
2716 (XXV), this report to include a clear statement as to percentage of the
total budget spent on these programmes for women for the current biennium &%
the proposed inerease for the following biennium:".

16€. The representative of the United States, on behalf of the sponsors, accepted
an amendment proposed by the rerresentative of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics to replace, in operative paragraph 8, the words "by the United ﬂst-}'-m? .
system of organizations for development programmes for wcmen," by "within ?ﬂsfm
development programmes for women by the United Nations system of organizations -

167. At its 621st meeting_the Commission approved by consensus the revised draft
resolution as emended. /Por the text, see chapter I, draft resolution VIi./

4
168. At the 617th meeting the representative of the Philippines on behalf also ©
Costa Rica, Indonesia, and Thailand submitted a draft resolution (E/CN-GXL'
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on the status of rurel women, especially agricultural workers, which recommended
to the Fconomic and Social Council the adoption of the following draft resolution:

"Considerinz that article 9 of the Declaration on the Elimination of
Discrimination asainst Women provides, inter alia, for all appropriate
measures to be taken to ensure that girls and women, married or unmarried,
have equal rights with men in education at all levels, and in particular for
equal opportunities for access to prozrammes of continuinz educstion including
adult literacy programmes, access to educational information to be held in
ensuring the health and well-being of families,

“Noting that:

"(a) There is a need for women in rural areas to participate more
effectively in national development programmes and that such participation
merits recognition by status or wages,

"(b) On account of the limited opportunities for gainful work in the
rural areas, women migrate to urban areas and enter service occupations wvhere
the majority of them are exploited,

"(c) There is a need for women to be trained to use fully the resources
and rav materials in the rural areas for total national develompment,

"Taking into account thet these situations are not in acc?rdnme with
article 9 of the Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination against
Viomen,

"Recommends that Member States take all necessary steps to start or
intensify a programme for mass continuing education for both men and women
through television, radio and all other means of mass media or means of )
comminication, and that programmes should include information on family life
and citizenship education, cottage and home industries, farming, rural
development and co-operatives, and family planning."

16?‘ Colombia, the Dominicen Republic, India and the United States of America also
Joined in sponsoring the draft resolution.

170. Following the exchan bers of the Commission as well as
pe of views among members 0 )

Suzzestions made by the representatives of Greece, Egypt, India, Japan and Romania

the sponsors of the draft resolutions slightly revised the original of the text.

- "
171, In the first preambular peragraph the expression "continuing education  was
Téplaced by "life-long education”.

172, 1n the second preambular paragraph, subparagraph (b) was revised to read as

follows:

on account of the limited opportunities for
to urban areas and enter

loited."”

. "(b) In many countries, 0
fainful work in the rural areas, women migrate
Service occupations where many of them may be exp
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"Recommends that Member States take all necessary steps to start or
intensify a programme for mass life-long education for both men and women
through television, radio and asll other means of mass media or means of
communication, and that programmes should include information and education
on family life, including family planning and citizenship as well as
vocational training in economic activities including cottage and home
industries, farming, rural development and co-operatives.”

17k. At its f18th meetinz the Comnission approved by consensus the draft resolution,
as orally smended. LFor the text, see chapter I, draft resolution VIII._7

175. At the 619th meeting the representative of the Dominican Republic, on behalf
also of Norwaey, introduced a draft resclution on the employment of women by the
secretariats of organizations in the United Nations system (E/CN.6/L.6T0). The
draft resolution contained a text recommended to the General Assembly for
adontion - through the Economic and Soecial Council - readinz as follows:

"The General Assembly,

"Recalling its resolution 2716 (XXV) on the programme of concerted
international action for the advancement of women and the objectives and
minimum tergets to be achieved durins the Second United Mations Development
Decade set forth in the annex to that resolution, particularly those concerned
vith the increase in the number of women participating in public life at the
international level,

"Noting with appreciation that the reports of the Secretary-Ceneral on
the composition of the Secretarist sutmitted to the General Assembly at its
twenty-sixth and tventy-eighth sessions included scme information on the
employment of women in senior and other professional positions in the
secretariats of organizations in the United Nations system, 50/

"Noting also that the report of thke l'nited Nations Institute for Training
and Research, entitled The Situation of Women in the United Nations, 51/
confirms the imbalance in the proportion of women at the higher levels and
gives statistics showing the unequal progpress of women and men staff members
in terms of promotion in the United Nations Secretariat,

"Concerned that these reports reveal an unsatisfactory situation which
calls for specific measures and programmes in order to achieve an equitable
balance between the number of men and women, particularly in senior and
policy-making positions,

"1. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations as well as ‘b
executive heads of all organizations of the United Nations system to take
necessary measures in order to ensure that an adequate balance between men &
women staff members, particularly in the positions described above, be
achieved before the end of the Second United Nations Development Decade;

50/ Documents A/8LB3 and A/9120 and Corr.l and 2.
51/ UNITAR Research Report No. 18, 1973.
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"2. Urges the Secretary-Ceneral of the United Nations as well as the
executive heads of all organizations of the United Nations system, in order to
attein this objective, to adopt a more flexible approach in the recruitment of
vomen and to give greater attention to the assiznments given to and promotion
of qualified women;

"3. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations as well as the
executive heads of &ll organizations of the United Nations system to establish
an advisory committee within their resvective secretariats to assist in the
formulation of measures and policies aimed at achieving the objective
mentioned in the paragraphs above and in their imvlementation;

"L, Requests further the Secretary-Ceneral of the United Nations as well
as the executive heads of all organizations of the United Nations system to
report to the General Assembly at its thirtieth session, in 1975, on steps
that have been taken to give effect to paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 above;

"S. FReouests also the Secretary-General to continue to include in his
reports on the composition of the Secretariat submitted to the General
Assembly comprehensive data on the emvloyment of women in the secretariats of
the United Nations system of organizations sc as to indicate clearly the
nature of posts and types of duties performed by women in professional and
policy-making levels."

176. The following countries joined as co-sponsors of the draft resolution:
Belgium, Canada, Costa Rica, Indonesia, Nigeria and the Philippines.

177. On behalf of the sponsors, the representative of the Dominican Republic
introduced a revision to the first preambular paragraph calling for.the insertion
efter the word "Recalling” of the words "Article 8 of the United Nations Charter
as well as”, =i

178. Following an exchange of views among members of the Commission and oral
smendments made by India, the Philippines, Indonesia, Costa Rica and the USSR, the

Sponsors further revised the text.

179. An sdditional preambular paragraph was inserted between the first and second,
reading as follows:

"Noting with appreciation that vhere women have been appointed in
positions of responsibility in the United Nations system of orgenizations it
has definitely proved to have positive effects on a more effective
implementation of the aims and programmes of the United Netions especially
those relevant to the status of women."

aph the following words were added:

nd of the last ambular paragr (
e Bactn e 4 Assistant Secretary-General”.

including those of Under-Secretary-Genersl an

oo In operative er the words "in order to ensure", a comma and

tl:: following mdrzzﬁaggsi;tgf "in strict accordance with equ'i'table )

:h Phical distribution,". The word "adequate" was replaced b;x equitable eui:d

the rollo"'inﬂ phrase was inserted at the end of the paragraph: : at all levels in
® United Nations system, international, repional and national”.

-63~



182. In operative paragrach 2 the words "and positive" were inserted after
"flexible".

183. In operative paragraph 3 the words "without any financiel implications,” vere
inserted after "respective secretariats,”.

184, At the end of operative paragraph 5 the following phrase was added: "bearing
in mind the principle of equitable geographical distribution within the United
Nations system".

185. A new paragraph - operative paragraph € - was added; it read as follows:

"Purther reguests that the Secretary-General report on the status of
vomen employees in the secretariats at the General Service level.'

186. At its 621st meeting the Commission approved by consensus the draft
resolution, as amended. /For the text, see chapter I, draft resclution IX./

B. Technical co-operation activities for the advancement
of women and activities of the specialized arencies
to promote the advancement of women

187. Agenda item T, subitems (c) end (3), were discussed together at the €11th,
612th and 616th to 619th meetings of the Commission.

188. Under subitem (c) the Commission had before it a report of the Secretary-
General (E/CN.6/569) on the programme of advisory services in the field of human
rights, prepared in accordance with General Assembly resolution 926 (X), the report
of the Interregional Seminar on the Family in & Chanping Society: Problems and
Responsibilities of its Members, held in London in July 1973 (ESA/SDHA/AC.3/12)
and the reports of three seminars on the status of women and family planning held,
respectively, in Istanbul (Turkey) in July 1972 (ST/TAO/HR/LE), in Santo Domnﬂ:ﬁ
(Dominican Republic) in May 1973 (ESA/SDHA/AC.1/26) and in Jopjakarta (Tndonesie)
in June 1973 (ESA/SDHA/AC.2/21).

189. Under subitem (d) the Cammission had before it reports by the ILO (E/CWWW!
and UNESCO (E/CN.6/580) on their activities of particular interest to women.

190. In introducing the relevant documents regarding technical co-operation
activities for the advancement of women, the representative of the Secretary= _
General informed the members of the Commission that, as a result of the transfer
the Section on the Status of Women, now called the Promotion of Equality of Men
and Women Branch, from the Division of Human Rishts to the Centre for Social
Development and Humanitarien Affairs, there existed now a more rigid divisiol
between the Branch and the Division of funds available under the proframe of s
advisory services in the field of human rishts. On the other hand, the Branch
now able through the Centre, to draw on other United Nations programmes of
technical co-operation. She reminded members of the Commission of Economif ard
Social Council resolution 1680 (LIT) which invited the Secretary-Genersl, 1%
discharging his responsibilities for the programme of advisory services 10 t!:;ts
field of human rights, to ensure so far as possible that two seminars on sub)
relating to the status of women were held each year, one of them tO be &80
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international seminar on a matter directly related to the vork vrogremme of the
Cormission, and that increased attention was given to avardine humsn rishts
fellowships to more women and persons involved in activities designed to e«liminate
giscrimination aeainst women. Under the same resolution, fovermments were invited
to evail themselves more fullv of the services of experts under the prosramme.
Referring to activities undertaken under the propramme in 1972 and 1973, she
rentioned the seminars in Istanbul and Iondon (see parapraph 188 above). She noted
that in 1972, 20 out of 56 human rights fellowships hed been awarded to women, and
in 1973, 7 out of 19. As repards plans for 19Tk, she indicated that a seminar
would be held in Canada, which might be combined with a training course, on national
commissions on the status of women or similar bodies. As repards technical
wo-operation activities under other programmes, she referred to the two regional
seminars on the status of women and family planning held in 1973, both funded by
the United Mations Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA) (see paragraph 188 sbove,
as vell as the discussion under item 6 of the agenda), and to regional meetings
nlenned for 1974 and 1975, in co-operation with ECAFFE and ECA to be held in the
repions. They would focus on the interration of women in develomment.

191, In introducine the report on activities of interest to women (E/CN.6/579), the
rerresentative of the IO informed the members of the Commission that, since it had
been completed, the Governine Body, in November 1973, had decided to place on the
szenda of the 1975 session of the International Labour Conference the question of
equality of opportunity and treatment for women workers. A meeting of the ILO
tripartite consultant group on women workers would be held in May 1974 to consider
a preliminary report on the question and a meeting with interested ron-governmental
orranizations would be held at about the same time for the same purpose. The
consideration of the report together with the conclusions and recommendations of
the Conference would constitute the main contribution of the TLO to the
International Women's Year. She also highlighted the main achievements of the TLO
during the period under review and some of the most importent sctivities
contemplated for 197k and 1975. She stressed that the report reflected the steadily
rieing interest in the problems facinz women in the world of work, and she exmressed
the hope thet technicel co-operstion activities for women workers would expand
because women hed been neglected in the past in such programmes. She informed the
members of the Commission that the standards of the ILO relatinz to the employment
of vomen were kept under review so that they might be revised, as appropriate, in
order to reflect modern conditions of life and scientific and technological
developments. In that connexion the revision of standards relating to nisht work
‘or vomen was mentioned, topether with the improvement of workins conditions of men
“nd vomen nurses, She also pointed out that the question of part-time work should
be adequately regulated at the naticnal level in view of the number oflmen and
"0 engaged in it. Trade unions, she added, mainteined their reservations as
efards part-time work, which did not lead to career develooment and ususlly
:Emsi;neﬁ exploitation. The real answer, she said, was in shorter working hours
ral,

1%, In introducing t on UNESCO activities of srecial interest to women
(?"m-w 580) the rzprz:e::::gve of UNESCO commented that it did not by any means
ive & picture of all the activities for women undertaken by UNESCO during the
omen. Referring to the session of the General Conference held in November 1972,
he rointeq out that the increased participation of women - 10 per cent of the
Attendance - had made its influence felt, particularly resarding the question of
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eoual educationsl opportunity for women. It had led to the adoption by the
General Conference of its resolution 1.142 (c) which inter alia suthorized the
Director-General to promote new approaches to the achievement of equal access of
girls end women to, and egqual opportunity at, all levels of education, training
and employment in all phases of life, and taking due account of their role in
family and society, in order to enable them to participate fully and creatively ip
the economic and social development of their countries. The programme for the
equality of educational opportunity for girls and women would be evaluated by =
committee of experts in 1975. The evaluation would no doubt take into account the
wishes of the 1972 session of the General Conference and the trends in the programe
which met with its approval. Such trends were the intesrated apporoach to the
advancement of women within the United Nations system calling for an increased
co-operation with other agencies, and greater involvement of member Otates in
UNESCO's activities for the advancement of women. The concentration on priority
areas in women's education in developing countries did not exclude the future
invulvement with obstacles against equality of educational opportunity in
industrialized societies.

193. The representative of FAO informed the members of the Commission of the vsrious
activities of the organization to promote the status of women. Those asctivities
included the education and training of women in the context of an interrated
approach to rural development. OCreat importance was attached by the FAO to the
question of agrarian reform and, in order to cope with changins conditions in rurel
areas, special programmes for women had been established dealinsr with oroduction,
management, co-operatives and marketing. Their organization was making special
efforts to elaborate a population strategy combined with measures to promote & more
equitable distribution of income from increased food production. She added that
FAO intended to co-operate more actively in the United Nations progremme relating
to the advancement of women.

194. The members of the Commission expressed great satisfaction at the expansion of
the various programmes and operational activities for women undertsken at the
International level and at the growing interest shown by Governments in the
promotion of women. They expressed the hope that such interest would gather further
strength, particularly in connexion with the International Vemen's Year. They
agreed that it was most important to co-ordinate, as closely as possible, the
activities at the international level in order to avoid duplication and scattered
effort. While it was recognized that there existed priority areas where assist‘.mce
wvas urqently needed, operational activities concerned with the long-term objectives
of the promotion of equality of men and women both de jure and de facto and the
full integration of women in the development of their countries at all levels vere
also considered very important,

195. Peferring to specific types of assistance, some representatives stressed the
need of services of experts in various fields. They felt that more attention should
be paid to the needs of women working in handicrafts. In order to improve the
quality of their product, training and technical assistance should be given to thes
to improve their skills and techniques. It was suggested that knowledge of
marketing and the establishment of co-operatives would help them sell their product,
and raise their standard of living. Reference was also made to the lack of nurses
in certain countries and the difficulties in recruiting them, and the problens
faced by women who received a low remuneration when comparative work for men was
non-existent. OGreat interest was expressed in plans for pre-school and pre-primary
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education, Tt was suggested that UNESCO enlarge its vrogrammes in such fields and
put increased emphasis on teacher training to meet the needs of rural areas which
vere suffering from lack of personnel. Also, more training for girls was needed
for running kindergarten schools, child-care and day-care centres and nurseries.

196. Members of the Commission agreed that a revision of the norms relating to the
vork of women was necessary in order that they be more attuned to the current
circumstances of contemporary life and that they should enable women to discharge
their responsibilities in resvect of their work and their families. They welcomed
the efforts undertaken by the TLO in that respect. The opinion was expressed,
however, that a revision of the ILO standards, although necessary, might not be
enough and that the ILO should envisage, in sddition, the elaboration of
conventions, including & convention on the employment cf women with family
responsibilities, and devote more attention to setting standards in respect of work
st home and part-time work.

Consideration of draft resolution and voting

197. At its 616th meeting the representative of India introduced & draft resolution
on technical co-operation activities for the advancement of women (E/CN.6/L.663).

198. The representative of Japan proposed an oral amendment to modify operative
raragraph 1 by changing the phrase "to seek ways and means" to read "to seek new
vays and means". The suggestion was accepted by the sponsor.

199. Indonesia joined as co-snonsor of the draft resolution.

200. At the same meeting the Commission approved by consensus the draft resolution,
s emended. /For the text, see chapter I, draft resolution X.,

201. At the 61Tth meeting, the representative of Hungary, on behalf of the sponsors
vhich also included Egypt, Greece, Guines, Romania and Zaire, introduced a draft
resolution concerning the activities of the ILO to promote the advancement of women
(E/cN.6/L.666). Argentina, Colombia and the Philinpines subsequently joined in
sponsoring the draft resolution. It containeda draft, the adootion of which was
recomnmended to the Economiec and Social Council. The operative part read as follows:

"l. Invites the International Labour Organisation to contribute to the
International Women's Year by continuing to expand and strenathen f“
standerd-setting activities in fields of special interest to women;

"5, Reguests the International Labour Organisation to expand its efforts

in this field and to accord particular attention to girls and women in the
revision of instruments on vocational guidance and training;

"3. Draws the attention of the International Labour Organisation to the
need for an eventual revision of certain conventions, includineg the Convention
coneerning Maternity Protection, in accordance with the requirem;ntg of 2
contemporary life, and to the need to transform certain recommendat one into
conventions, inecluding the recommendation on the employment of women with

family obligations:
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"4k, Recommends that in its future work, the Internstionsl Labour
Organisation should devote attention to new problems of concern to women,
including the impact of technological and scientific developments on the
employment of women and problems relating to work at home and part-time work."

202. The representative of Norway orally proposed an amendment to operative
peragraph 3 so that it would read as follows after the word "need": "to revise
its standards relating to the employment of women in the light of the changins
roles of men and women in economic life and in the family": she alsoc vrovosed the

deletion of operative pararraph L.

203. Following an exchange of views smong the members of the Commission and various
suggestions, the sponsors of the draft resclution orally revised onerative
paracraphs 2, 3 and b of the draft resolution to read as follows:

"2. Requests the International Labour Organisation to exvand its efforts
in this field and to accord perticular attention to girls and women in the
revision of instruments on vocational gzuidance and training snd in its work
under the World Employment Programme;

"3. Draws the attention of the Internationsl Iabour Organisation to the
need to study the possibility of revising certain conventions, for example the
Convention concernins Maternity Protection, with full regard to the differing
conditions in different countries and to the need to transform certain
recomuendations into conventions, for example, the recommendation of the
employment of women with family obligations, in order to prevent
discrimination against women;

"4. Recommends that in its future work the International Labour
Organisation should devote attention to new problems of concern to women
workers, including the impect of technological and scientific develomments on
the employment of women and problems relating to part-time work in the light
of the changing roles of men and women in economic life and in the family.

204, At the request of the representative of Norway, her oral amendment to
operative paragraph 3 was put to a vote. Tt was rejected by 1k votes to 6, vith
3 abstentions. Her proposal to delete operative paragraph 4 was also put to &
vote. Tt was rejected by 16 votes to 3, with 6 abstentions.

205. At the request of the same representative, operative paragraphs 3 and U were
voted on separately. Both paragraphs were adopted by 21 votes to none, with
5 abstentions.

206. At its 618th meeting the Commission approved the draft resolution as a vhole,
as orally amended, by 23 votes to none with 2 abstentions. [For the text, see
chapter I, draft resolution XI./

20T. At the 619th meeting, the representative of France, on behalf also of
Colombia, Coste Rica, the Dominican Republic, Egypt, Greece, Kenya, Nigeria and
Zaire, introduced draft resolution E/CN.6/L.671, which contained a draft recommenie
to the Economic and Social Council for adoption; operative paragraoh 1,
mblf?ailmph (2), and operative paragraph 2, which were later to be amended, res
as follows:
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"(a) To develop pilot projects in the developine countries, in a manner
appropriate to the needs of those countries with regard to literacy and
primary, technical and vocational education;

"2. Expresses the wish that the United Nations Bducational, Scientific
and Cultursl Organization, bearinz in mind the goals of the International
Education Year, devote as large a share as possible of its budget resources to
the co-ordinated efforts of its various departments to ensure the utilization
and advancement of women within the orpanization for the benefit of the women
staff of its own secretariat and in all bodies where it exercises competence."

208. The following countries joined in sponsoring the draft resolution: Guinea,
India, Indonesia, Japan, Liberia, the Philippines and the United States of America.

209. Followinz an exchange of views among the members of the Commission and
suggestions made by the representatives of India, Thailand and the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics resarding operative paragravhs 1, subparagraph (a) and 2, the
sponsors revised the text of those paragraphs to read as follows:

"(a) To develop pilot projects in the developing countries, in a manner
appropriate to the needs of those countries with repard to pre-school,
literacy, primary, technical and vocational education and teacher training;

"2. Exuresses the wish, bearing in mind the goals of the International
Women's Year, that the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization, in the allocation of its budgetary resources, devote as large a
share as possible thereof to the co-ordinated efforts of its var:!ws
departments to ensure the utilization end advancement of women within the
organization for the benefit of women staff of its own secreteriat and in all

bodies where it exercises competence.”

210. At its f19th meeting, the Commission aprroved by consensus the draft
resolution, as amended. /For the text, see chapter I, draft resolution XII,

s outside

C. Co-operation with intergovernmental organization
the United Nations system

®ll. The Commission considered subitem 7 (e) at its 617th meeting. In pursuance of
E‘"‘F‘Pﬁ T of resolution 48 B (IV) of the Economic and Socie.ll Council, the
Jmission had before it a report of the Inter-American Ccmmission of Wcmen
(Elm!'wsn) and a report of the League of Arab States on the activities of the

. ttee on the Status of Arab Women (E/CN.6/578). By paragrach 7 of its
®Solution 48 B (IV) the Council requested the Secretary—(?eneral to make

NZements for the presence of observers from regional intergovermmental .
®Nizations in the field of women's rights at sessions of the Carmission on l;e
‘us of Women to act in an advisory and informative capacity, and to arrange for
¢ eXchange of information between the Commission and these organizations on

8u p "
bects relating to the status of women'.

Q‘rg
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212, In introducing the report on the activities of the Inter-American Commission of
Women the representative of that organization drew the attention of the members of
the Commission to the various parts of the report and described the most important
features of the Commission's plans for the observance of the International Vomen's
Year, which was to be approved by the next Assembly of the Commission, in
September 19T4. She stressed the importance attached by the organization to
co-operating and intensifying its collaboration with the Commission on the Status
of Wamen.

213. Representatives agreed that the Inter-American Commission of Vomen had played
and continued to play & very important role in promoting the status of women,
particularly through a variety of training prosrammes. They expressed the hope
that other regional commissions will establish commissions similer to the
Inter-American Commission of Women.

214. In introducing the report on the activities of the Committee on the Status of
Arab Women, the representative of that Committee described the history of its
establishment. She mentioned the main recommendations already made by it,
particularly in the field of family law, and described some of the programmes that
had been initiated. She explained that the Committee was created because of the
need for a major women's organization which would focus attention on women's
special problems in the region and would assist them in the process of their
integration in economic and socisl life. The Committee, she said, would act as s

co-ordinator between Governments of the region and non-governmental women's
associations.

215. Representatives expressed their great satisfaction at the recent establisiment
of the Committee on the Status of Arab Women and at the dynamism already shown by
it. They encouraged it to participate in the common effort towards the promotion
of equality of men and women and the intepration of women in development. The hope
vas expressed that the Committee would envisage a formal or informal co-ordinatiod
with African women and that an African Women's Commission would soon be established:
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VII. PROTECTION OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN IN EMERGENCY AND ARMED
CONFLICT IN THE STRUGGLE FOR PEACE, SELF-DETERMINATION,
NATIONAL LIBERATION AND INDEPENDENCE 52/

216, The Commission considered item 8 of its agenda at its 619th, 620th, 622nd and
623rd meetings. It had before it a report by the Secretary-General (E/CN.6/586)
prepared pursuant to Economic and Social Council resolution 1687 (LII). In
introducing the report, the representative of the Secretary-General explained that
the report was based on information requested by the Secretary-Ceneral in
accordance with the Council resolution and furnished by Governments, United Nations
organs and bodies, specialized agencies and non-governmental organizations, as well
85 on the relevant reports of the United Nations organs. She informed the
Commission that under the auspices of the International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) two draft additional Protocols to the Geneva Conventions of 1949, dealing
vith the protection of victims of international armed conflicts and of
non-international armed conflicts, respectively, had been prepared and would be
submitted to the Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and Development of
International Humanitarian Law which was to be held in Geneva from 20 February to
29 March 197k,

2l7. Many representatives underlined the necessity to develop and strengthen the
norms of international humanitarian law in order to protect women and children in
energency end armed conflicts. They greeted the efforts of ICRC in this connexion,
¥ith respect to the preparation of the two draft additional Protocols to the

Geneva Conventions of 1949, and urged the forthcoming Diplomatic Conference to
sécure maximum protection of women and children in international and in
I’filll-.-im:ermti.c:nal conflicts in the struggle for peace, self-determination,

bational liberation and independence.

218. Some representatives noted with regret the sufferings of women and children
i% specific situations and mentioned in thet connexion the recent var in

China, the Khmer Republic, Angola, Mozambique and Guinea-Bissau, Israeli-
ccupied territories of the Middle East, Chile and Bengladesh.

219‘. The Government of South Africa was condemned by & numh-?r of repreagntative:
:or its policy of apartheid, segregation, racism and repression; they pointed ou
s Spartheid created special hardships for women and children.

0. Opinion was divided among the members as to the action vhich the Commission
™ the Status of Women should take with respect to the item. Some representatives
ftressed the need for the Commission to submit a draft declaration on the
PMQction of women and children in emergency and armed Conﬂictﬂ for ldOPtIOB by
the Ceneral Assembly.

21, Seve ion of such &
' ral representatives spoke in favour of the adopt
declaration which they conaiderﬁd essential to the positive solution of the

“‘_*___*
2/ Summary records of the discussion of this item were provided.
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problem under consideration. They emphasized that, though issues affecting women
and children were inseparable from issues affecting human rights in general, women
and children were the most wvulnerable victims of armed conflicts and should
therefore be given special priority in the development of international
hupanitarian law. They also pointed out that the consideration of the item by the
Commission would encourage the forthcoming Diplomatic Conference to undertake
special measures for the protection of women and children in emergency and armed
conflict.

222, It was the view of one representative that, while the United Nations had
alvays been concerned with humen rights in conditions of peace, it was only
recently that an effort was being made to secure humanitarian principles in
situations of emergency and armed conflict, Efforts to ensure such standards vere
steps towards making peace and the United Netions, by ensuring such standards, was
taking important steps towards attaining peace,

223. A number of representatives stated, however, that though they welcomed the
forthcoming Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and Development of
International Humanitarian Law, they did not support the asdoption of a declaration
by the Commission for a number of reasons. They were of the opinion that the
Commission was not the appropriate body to consider the problem of the protection of
women and children in emergency and armed conflict, which fell more within the
competence of the forthcoming Diplomatic Conference, There was a danger, in their
view, that the work of the Conference might be pre-empted or prejudiced by the
adoption of the declaration by the Commission.

224, In the opinion of some representatives any effort directed toward singling out
groups of civilians tended to detract from the genersl protection enjoyed by the
civilian population as a whole. One representative did not consider it necessary
to specify particular armed conflicts according to the motives of the combatants.

225. In the view of another representative, the inclusion in the draft declaration
of the condemation of imperialism and aggrecsion, would strengthen it
considerably, namely, by attacking the root of the problem.

226, The representative of ICRC reiterated her organization's interest in the
subject. She outlined the relevant articles of the two draft additional Protocols
to the Geneva Conventions of 1949, which she hoped would be adopted by the
fortheoming Diplomatic Conference and which would mark & great contribution
developrent of international humanitariesn law.

to the

Consideration of draft resolution and voting

227. At the 622nd meeting & draft resolution (E/CN.6/L.672/Rev.l) was submitted &
the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Egypt, Guinea and Hungary. It
contained a draft resolution recommended for adoption by the Economic and Social
Council and a draft declaration recommended for adoption by the General Assembly.
Introducing the Commission's draft resolution, the representative of Guined
expressed the concern felt by the sponsors at the non-implementation of existing
instruments and the consequent suffering of women and children, which the proposed
draft declaration sought to alleviate, The initial text of those parts of draft
resolution E/CN.6/L.6T2/Rev.1 which were later to be modified read as follows:
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"The Commission on the Status of Women

Recommends to the Economic and Social Council the adoption of the
folloving draft resolution:

"The Economic and Social Council

"Recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the following
draft resolution and declaration:

"The General Assembly,

n
-na

“Noting with satisfaction the work of the International Committee of
the Red Cross which 1is currently preparing two additional draft protocols
on this subject, vithin the framework of the development of international
law applying to the protection of human rights in armed conflicts,

"Hoting with satisfaction that the Swiss PFederal Council has convened
the first session of the Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and
Development of International Humaniterian Law Applicable in Armed Conflict,
to be held in Geneva from 20 February to 29 March 197k, and welcoming as
an excellent basis for discussion at the Conference the additional draft
protocols to the 1949 Geneva Conventions prepared by the Red Cross,

"
.o

"Solemnly proclaims the following declaration with a viev to provide
special protection to women and children belonging to the ci?ﬂian
population and calls upon Member States to strictly observe it:

™
Tas e

228, During the discussion of the draft resolution the sponsors made the
following oral amendments:

(a) The sixth and seventh preambular paragraphs of the dr"'ft""s"l“"i"n
Fécommended to the General ‘Assembly, both beginning with the words "Noting with

Satisfaction” were deleted, the text to be used instead as preambular paragraphs

of the Commission's draft resolution, after the words "The Commission on the Status

of Women,"

. (b) The operative paragraph of the Council's reccmmendation was modified
0 read:

"Recommends to the Geperal Assembly the adoption of the fanmringl:rnft
resolution containing a declaration on the protection of women and c:i r::
in emergency and armed conflict in the struggle for peace, self-determination,
national liberation and independence:";

on recommended to the

luti
(¢) The operative paragraph of the draft reso ded to read as follows:

Assembly, and containing the draft declaration, was amen
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"Bearing in mind the need to provide special protection of women and
children belonging to civilian population,

"Solemnly proclaims the Declaration on the Protection of Women ang
Children in Emergency and Armed Conflict, the text of whieh is set out belov,
and calls for the strict observance of the Declaration by all States Members
of the United Hatioms."

229. At its 623rd meeting the Commission approved the revised draft resolution, es
emended, by a vote of 20 to none, with 7 abstentions. /For the text, see Chapterl,
draft resolution XIII./

230. The representative of Kenya announced that, had she been present during the
voting, her vate would have been in the affirmative.

VIII. EXPLOITATION OF LABOUR THROUGH ILLICIT AKD
CLANDESTINE TRAFFICKING 53/

231. The Commission considered item 9 of its agenda at its 620th and 622nd
meetings. It had before it a note by the Secretary-General (E/CN.6/582) pointing
out that the Economic and Social Council, in parsgraph bk of its resolution

1789 (LIV), had requested the Commission to examine the question of exploitation
of victims of clandestine traffic in labour, especially young women, taking into
eccount the discussions in the Commission on Human Rights, and to report to the
Economic and Social Council.

232. In introducing the note, the representative of the Secretary-General drew
attention to the background of the question and indicsated thet it was under )
consideration by the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination end Protectic
of Minorities and the Commission on Human Rights, which had been asked to consider
it as a matter of priority at its forthcoming thirtieth session, However, OWiDZ
to the developments in the work of the Sub-Commission on the item, it was unlikely
that the Commission on Human Rights would take a final decision on the matter at
that session. She further indicated that the discussions at the twenty-ninth
session of the Commission on Human Rights, held in 1973, had focused on two main
issues: illicit and clandestine traffic of foreign labour, and discriminatory
treatment of foreign and migrant workers, the latter being & topic which was
currently being studied by the ILO. Attention was drawn to the suggestions of
members of the Sub-Commission relating to measures that might be taken to deal with
the exploitation of labour through illicit end clandestine trafficking and to the
decision to appoint one of its members, Halima Warzezi, to prepare in co-operatio
with the Secretariat, a study on the question to be submitted to the Sub-Commiss1os
at its twenty-seventh session, in 19Tl (see E/CN.6/582, peras. 21 and 24).

233. During the subsequent discussion it was suggested that the Comisaionﬁhoulﬂ
endorse the measures and suggestions made by the Sub-Commission on preventlon.ﬂf
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities and also that the ILO should consider
the preparation of further instruments dealing with the matter, including @
convention on migration and the working conditions of migrant workers.

53/ Summary records ef the discussion of this item were not provided.
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23k, One representative expressed concern with resvect to illegal immigration end
enigration of workers, particularly in countries where there were no border controls
to regulate the recruitment of workers. In commenting on the different kinds of
discriminatory treatment to which mizrant workers including young women, were
subjected she urpged the ILO to look into the situstion and to try to imrove it.

235, The representative of the ILO noted that the International Labour Conference
in 1972 had stressed the need to combat as soon as possible the unlawful forms of
recruitment and treatment of workers, especially irregular procedures in training
migrent vorkers.

236. The question of migrant workers was included in the agenda of the 19Tk session
of the International Labour Conference, and it was envisaged that the Conference, at
its 1974 and 1975 sessions would prepare two conventions, the first dealing
specifically with migration and abusive conditions, the second with equality of
opportunities and treatment, Several studies relating to the subject vere also
being undertasken by the ILO. She also referred to the position of wives and
families of the migrant workers, and noted that the report prepared for the
Conference in 1974 stressed the importance of uniting misrant workers with their
farilies both for the well-being of the migrant workers and their social adaptation
in the receiving country; prolonged separation and isclation led to hardships end
situations of stress affecting both the migrant and the family left behind, and
prevented them from leading a normal family life.

237. The importance of full implementation of the Convention for the Suppression of
the Traffic in Persons and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others adopted
by the General Assembly on 2 December 1949 (resolution 317 (IV)) was also stressed,
and it was emphasized that the reporting system relating to that Convention should
be maintained,

238. The Commission agreed thet the ILO and UNESCO should pay particular sttention
to the question of women in the context of their vork relating to migrant workers
and to submit the relevant informstion to the Commission on the Status of Women,
and to the other bodies concerned, In particular, the ILO should be invited as
vart of its study of miprant workers at the 1974 Internstional Lsbour Conference to
consider (&) the position of women migrant workers and hov it relsted to and
compared with male migrant workers and (b) the position of vives and families of
male miprant workers and the effects of the migration laws and policies on them and
also their possibilities of finding employment. The Commission expressed the hope
that in its studies on the exploitation of migrant workers and on Birengtheniik whb
international rules for the protection of such workers, the ILO would take into
special account the position of female workers facing particular hardships or forms
of exploitation.

239. As regards Economic end Social Council resolution 1749 (LIV) on migrant workers,
adopted on the recommendation of the Commission for Social Development, the
Commission noted that three points appesred to be of special significance to :::mn'
Those points were (a) the social aspect of migration: the disintezration Bt & = po
fanily, conditions of living of the members of the family staying 37 th; counnr:om
of those in the receiving countries; (b) the legal “p‘_”:t: FEOTACELYE TN : )
leeving and receiving countries, social security end different kinas it e
agreements; (c) enforcement of measures adopted for the protection of The Wrkers

in the community.

2 i e . Warzazi to pay particular attention,
2k0, Finelly, the Commission requested hulimdeﬁine o iy Pand to the plight of

in her study, to young women, victims of clan SR i

young girls and vomen who are lured into lives of prostitution bg ﬁﬂeagzgﬁ;'l’: :g
overseas jobs and to keep the Commission J’.nfomgd on Progress “: 27;281]
her findings on rmatters of special interest to it (e PATRGIRERS : ;
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IX, INFLUENCE OF MASS COMMUNICATION MEDIA ON THE FORMATION OF JEW
ATTITUDES TOWARDS THE ROLES OF WOMUN IN PRESENT-DAY SOCIETY 54/

2h1. The Commission considered item 10 of its agenda at its 623rd and 62Lth
meetings. It had before it & report on the subject prepared by the Secretary-
General (E/Ci.6/581).

24k2. In introducing the report, the representative of the Secretary-General stated
that in view of the fact that only 28 Governments and 23 non-governmental
organizations had supplied information, the report was of a preliminary nature.
Most of the replies received considered the influence of the mess communication
media on the foruwation of a new attitude towards the role of women in present-day
society to be of the utmost importance and one that needed additional research.
The replies also substantiated the view that although it was not often possible
to separate the influence of the media from all other influences at work in
forming people's attitudes towards women, mass mediz reflected not only what

was going on in & community, reinforcing those concepts which were the most
prevalent, but they also sparked off new trends and were exponents of new
movements and changing values. The report of the Secretary-General, though
preliminary, substantiated the concern implied by the Commission in its resolution
1 (XXIV) that the mass communicetion media might hinder the efforts of the United
Nations to promote equality between men and women in law e: well as in fact, and
the efforts to integrate women in development.

243, Many representatives agreed that in general the mass media portrayed &
negative image of women to scciety, referring to specific examples of how
broadcasting - radio and television - and printed material, especially women's
magazines, exercised a tremendous influence on the attitudes of the population,
emphasizing traditional male and female stereotype roles. The degree of influeacs,
varied, however, depending on the homogeneity of the population and the nature of
the specific media. In rural reas of developing countries, for example, where
illiteracy remained high, printed material had little impact, radio, however, !
proved to be a more effective means of influencing peoples' attitudes and opipbions:
It vas noted that the mere manipulative approach of the mass media to human beinds
as consumers without dignity, rights or much intelligence, and not as persons, ¥&s
in itself a violation of human dignity. A few representatives stated that the
influence of the mass communication media was not an isolated problem of each
country, but one of global implications. The mass media did not =&t the present
time possess the depth and range which the principles of freedom of speech
required. Globally, the flow of information across the borders of countrie
its corresponding portrayal of women's roles seemed to be a one-way, unbalanced
traffic from western nations with their market economy systems to the developing
and the socialist nations.

g with

2““: any representatives referred to the pernicious effect of advertising o0
society's image of women's roles. It was stuted that naked women, for exampie:
vere used to sell everything from automobiles to drain pipes.

. 54/ Summary records of the meetings at which the Commission discussed thi®
item were provided.
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2k5. As an example of the influence of mass media on attitudes and behaviour, some
representatives referred to the influence of violence and horror on children's
sttitudes and velues. Experiments had shown how children exposed to such
programmes tended to be more violent and cruel in their behaviour towards others.

246. The influence of comic strips in the perpetuation of traditional stereotypes
among children from a very early age and adults was also referred to. For example,
Minnie Mouse was portrayed as being late for her dates, buying silly hats and
unable to drive. One representative referred to the positive influence exercised
oy comic strips which wvere based on the Ramayana and the Mahabharata. A number of
the main characters were women and they were courageous, wise and honest heroines.

2k7. One representative stated that in the socialist countries, the mass media
exercised & positive influence on people's attitudes towards women. The media
urged vomen not to be limited to domestic work but to actively engage themselves
in 81l social and economic activities.

2i5. One representative contended that at the current stage effectiveness of action
at the internationsl level to combat the problem referred to in the Secretary-
Genersl's report was limited and efforts should be concentrated at the national
level.

249. A few representatives referred to concrete efforts being made to redress

the negative trend of the mass medis in their countries. Some Governments were
changing textbooks, curricula and other features of their educational systems

vkich tended to portray women in their traditional roles of housewives and mothers
and not as persons actively engaged in the development of their communities. One
fépresentative referred to special efforts being made to eliminate the stereotyped
female image in children's books and in a few new broadcasting programmes. Women's
Studies programmes were also attempting to research the history of woman from
dvallable records.

250. Many representatives mentioned the need to find means to make the mass media
* Positive influence in the formation of new attitudes towards the roles women
-0uld play in today's society. Among the means suggested were: first, schools
fould of fer special courses to teach children to be critical of the information
ey receiveq from the mass media, to be able to distinguish different views
TXressed by it and to be less receptive to commercial manipulation; secondly,
/8 end 8irls should be educated through the mass media and the scho?la to b?come
mr? of the surrounding world and familiar with local, national and :.nt.erng.tmnal
eiry; thirdly, action between Governments and non-governmental organiza.tlona_
$ould pe Co-ordinated in order to make those who were responsibl? for sut.:h.medla
:s frogrammes , advertisements and articles - which were re-enfor?mg tradltmrlml
teole stereotypes - aware of the impact and negative influence in the people’s
o itudes towards women; fourthly, the number of women occupying positions in yhe
"Or;i °f the mass medie at all levels, including policy-making positions, sho:ld
in [Jceased, fifthly, Governments, non-governmental organizations and educat u;:al
u:tnutmm should carry out research on how the mass communication medis cgn -
Hcr:“ 'l'.misl&tive and cultural changes in the roles women sl:',ould play 1nc;.zl ¥
!nted' Slxthly, it was stated that as long as the media remained a commer T
“erprise and/or dependent on advertisements, there was little hope that it wO 3
ir 80 instrument of social changs aiming at the improw:rement o{‘ the quaizt,?sgm
"’~!z'e for men ang women. Some stated that in their countries, radio and te ;n' :
" e by the Government, others pointed out that although radio and television

~T17=



were free and independent institutions and the Government did not interfere becayse
of the principle of freedom of speech, no advertisements or commercials were
permitted in those media.

251. Several representatives urged the Commission to give high priority to the
item at its next session and expressed the hope that regional seminars would be
organized in each continent, if possible, in co-ordination with the
interdisciplinary studies on the subject to be carried out by UNESCO. (pe
representative suggested that the Commission should also expand the scope of the
study so as to cover some aspects of the roles of women which had so far been
neglected, including such questions as the dignity of labour for both men and wozen,

Consideration of draft resolution and voting

252. A draft resolution (E/CN.6/L.673), entitled “Influence of mass communiecation
media on the formation of a new attitude towards the role of women in present-day
society”, was submitted by Argentina, Belgium, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica and the
Dominican Republic. It recommended to the Econcmice and Social Council the
adoption of a draft resolution, the first preambular paragraph and operative
paragraphs 2 and 3 of vhich were amended in the course of the discussion and which
initially read as follows:

"Noting that the preliminary report of the Secretary-General on the
influence of mass communication media (E/CN.6/581) substantiates the concern
expressed by the Commission in its resolution 1 (XXIV) of 18 February 1972,
that the mass communication media perpetuate the traditional deep-rooted
attitudes held by women and men about the roles of women in present-day
society, and that the influence of the mass communication media in the
determination of cultural patterns hinders efforts to promote equal rignts of
women and men and the integration of women in the development effort,

“2. Invites the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization in co-operation with the United Nations to carry out pilot
country studies on this question in conjunction with the jinterdisciplinary
studies umentioned above;

‘3. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare & progress report on the
@nfluence of mass communication media on attitudes towards the roles of women
in present-day society based on information available to him and to submit it
to the Commission at its twenty-sixth session.’

253. The representative of Colombia announced that the sponsors had agreed to
amend the title of the draft resolution to read: “Influence of mass communication

media on the formation of new attitudes towards the roles of women in present-day
society’.

25k. The representative of Finland orally proposed that, in tne first preambular
paragraph, the words "“the roles of women in present-day society' should be modified
to read "their rcles in present-day sociecy’ and that in operative paragraph 3 the
words ""the roles of women' should be changed to read the roles of women and men .
The proposals were accepted by the sponsors,
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255. The representative of the USSR orally proposed that the words "in several
countries’ be inserted in the first preambular paragraph between the words "that®
end ‘the mass communication media”. The proposal was accepted by the sponsors.

256. She also proposed the insertion of the words “to consider the possibility
sometime in the future between the words “United Nations' and "to carry out” in
operative paragraph 2. The proposal was accepted by the sponsors.

257. The representatives of Belgium, India and the Philippines orally proposed
smendzents which after consultation with the other sponsors were combined into a
new operative paragraph 3 reading as follows:

“3. Invites all the organizations of the United Nations system and
particularly the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization to make & specisl effort to increase their audio-visual
material and to develop their programmes in such & vay as to promote
the integration of women in development."

258. The representative of Belgium orally proposed a new operative paragraph &4 to
read as follows:

‘h, Invites Governments to urge the mass media, vhile having due regard to
freedom of expression, to adapt their programmes in order to provide for men
as well as women a continuing education as to their economic and professional
prospects and opportunities for leisure, family life and broadening horizoms;",

The Belgian amendment was accepted by the sponsors, and the text of the initial
operative paragraph 3 was put at the end of the draft resolution as operative
paragraph 5.

259. At its 62Lth meeting, the Commission unanimously spproved the draft resolution
& amended. /For the text, see chapter I, draft resolution XIV./
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X. PROGRAMME OF WORK AND ESTABLISHMENT OF PRIORITIES 55/

200. At its 62Lth and 625th meetings, the Commission considered item 11 of its
agenda relating to the programme of work and establishment of priorities. It had
before it a report of the Secretary-General on the subject (E/CN.6/585 and Corr.l
and Add.l).

261. In introducing the report, the representative of the Secretary-General
emphasized that its form differed from previous reporta on the work propramme
submitted to the Commission on the Status of Women. It had been prepared in
accordance with General Assembly resolution 3043 (XXVII) which had approved a new
form of presentation of the budget on a programme basis and the introduction of a
biennial budget cycle and s medium-term plapn. OShe drew the attention of the
members of the Commission to the eight fundamental activities of the work
programme for the promotion of equality of men and women which have been formulated
in accordance with decisions and interests expressed by the Commission and policies
laid down by the General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council. She invited
the members of the Commission in particular to express their views as regards
proposed programme objectives for 1976-1979. She alsc drew attention to sconomic
and Social Council resolution 1787 (LIV) on the study of discrimination against
persons born out of wedlock and draft general principles on equality and
non-digcrimination in respect of such persons, more particularly to paragraph 3

of the resolution which invited the Commission to consider, as appropriate, the
study and the draft general principles in the light of the comments received by the
Secre?arvfﬁeneral from Governments, specialized agencies, regional intergovernmental
organizations and non-governmental organizations in consultative status.

262. Members of the Commission approved of the programme of work and establishment
of ?riorities contained in the report of the Secretary-General. They indicated
their wish that the various decisions and requests of the Commission at the current
session would be reflected in its future work programme. One representative

expressed regret that the report did not contain budget estimates relating to the
various activities of the work programme.

263. Members of the Commission made a number of suggestions regarding the work
programme. Some were of a general nature, others were more specific.

264. There was agreement that the Wwork programme was very vast, and concern was
expressed as to whether the Promotion of Equality of Men and Women Hranch of the
Secretariat was adequately staffed to discharge its various responsibilities. =
the other hand, members also agreed that the Commission in future sessions 5“muﬂf
have before it a limited agenda containing no more than four or five items s2 %
they could devote more time and thought to the substance of the discussion.

35/ Summary records of the discussion of this item were provided.
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265. There was also agreement that a special effort should be made by the
secretariat as well as by Governments and their Permanent Missions to the United
jations to have the documents prepared for the Commission's consideration sent to
Jovernments in accordance with the six-week rule laid down by the Economic and
Social Council. In that connexion, disappointment was expressed that, despite the
periodicity of the sessions of the Commission which was now on & biennial basis,
progress had not been made in that regard and documents were submitted too late to
permit Governments and members of the Commission to study them carefully.

266, Various members of the Commission were of the opinion that e committee on
resolutions should be set up during the session in order to help with the drafting
and prevent the proliferation of resolutions.

26T. Different views were expressed as to the name of the Commission on the Status
of Women. While according to some members its name needed to be changed so as to
conform with that of the Promotion of Equality of Men and Women Branch, others

felt that the question of a new name should be studied carefully. Scme
representatives believed that since the Commission had been known for 26 years as
the Commission on the Status of Women a change would only create confusion and that
vhat was really important was the content of the programme. It was suggested also
that the title of the Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination against

“omen should be changed to “Convention on the Promotion of Equality between Men ana
Women" .

260, Referring to the eight specific activities of the work programme as mentioned
in paragraph 5 of the Secretary-General's report different opinions were expressed
8 to whether it would be appropriate to combine activities under the second item
listed therein, relating to a programme of concerted international action for the
integration of women in development, with the seventh item, on informational and

fducational activities, and the eighth item, on technical co-operation activities.

269, The suggestion was made that the sixth of the specific activities, concerning
the condition of women and children in special situations, could be deleted
itogether since it could be dealt with by other United Nations organs concerned
“ith the geperal question of human rights in armed conflict. The activities-wuld
:‘“ﬂ include the consideration of problems relating to women workers and illicit
“Taffic in women, however, should be retained.

‘19 As regards paragraphs 9 and 15, sppearing under chapter I, section A, of the
a:p”t' entitled "Elaboration and implementation of international instruments-,
“ould be replaced by a reference to a convention.

2.71. With respect to subparagraph 18 (c), appearing under secf';ion B, ent:t.‘red
oy §ramme of concerted international action for the integration of women 1nu1d :
o L rment”, it vas felt that the proposed study to be submitted to SCLA, %O -
:Qn:xune“ starting~-point to combat discrimination against wcmgn u): tl:: rehgim-
g rning the pilot country studies mentioned in subpnrgsr?ph 18 (4), . 1OPe .
it XPressed that a few of them might be ready for submission to the Commission a
;e: UeXt session. It was also hoped that studies might be made which would give &
Status to traditional occupations, such as cooking and housekeeping, in which

o
Ten vere Particularly skilled.

jer the same heading, the hope vas

2. Co
' “Oncernin r ing un
S SATRRERRN: By SEPEILTE be used to the fullest extent to

Xpre
fteogn. O Yhat mass communication media should
A€ the concept of the dignity of labour.
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273. Concerning paragraph 33, appearing under section D, entitled "Women's role,
rights and responsibilities in the family ', one representative expressed the viey
that, since a comprehensive convention on the elimination of discrimination agains:
women would be adopted, there was no need to envisaga the possibility of
elaborating a special convention or conventions in the field of family law.
Concerning paragraph 52, under section H, entitled ‘'Substantive support for
technical activities”, there was support concerning the expansion of such
activities, but a warning was expressed that too many activities of that type
might not permit the Promotion of Equality of Men and Women Branch to carry out
its other substantive activities.

274. Referring to paragraph 36, concerning the status of women and family planning,
one representative was of the opinion that there no longer was any need to carry
out the two remaining in-depth country studies mentioned therein.

275. As regards informational and educational sctivities, discussed in paragraphs
45 to 49 of the report, it was suggested that increased co-operation with the
Office of Public Information should be sought. Also, the view waes expressed that
greater effort should be made to reach women at the grass-roots level and that
methods should be elaborated to that effect. Referring to the Newsletter on the
Status of Women it was felt that it should be distributed much more widely.

Decision of the Commission

276. A few members felt that the fourt: activity listed in paragraph 5 of the
Secretary-General's report, relating to women's role, rights and responsibilities
in the family, could be extended to include women's role in public life or society.
Concerning the invitation of the Economic and Social Council in its resolution
1787 (LIV) to the Commission to consider, as appropriate, the publication entit.}ed
The Study of Discrimination against Persons Born out of Wedlock, 56/ together vith
the draft general principles on equality and non-discrimination in respect of such
persons, the Commission recalled that those principles had already been examined
at the twentieth session, in 1967. At that session the Commission, in its
resolution 6 (XX), had expressed its support of the draft principles and initiated
the preparation of a study on the status of the unmarried mother. 57/ That had
led to the elaboration by the Council in 1972 of a set of general principles to
elininate discrimination against the unmarried mother (Council resolution

1679 (LII)). In the light of the foregoing, the Commission decided, at its 623rd
meeting, that it was unnecessary for it to take further asction with respect to
Council resolution 1787 (LIV) (see paragraph & above).

XI. ADOPTION OF THE COMMISSION'S REPORT

277. At its 629th meeting on 1 February 197%, the Commission on the Status of Wee

adopted by consensus its draft report on its twenty-fifth session.
(E/CN.6/L.660 and Add.1-15). :

36/ United Nations publication, Sales No. 68.XIV.3.

57/ The Status of the Unmarried Mother: Law and Practice (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.71.IV.L),
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XII. RESOLUTIONS AND OTHER DECISIONS OF THE COMMISSION Oii THE
STATUS OF WOMEN AT ITS TWENTY-FIFTH SESSION WHICH DO HOT
REQUIRE ACTION BY THE ECONOHIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL

A. Resolutions
276. The Commission adopted the following resolution:
1 (XXV). Consideration of proposals concerning & new

instrument or instruments of international
law to eliminate discrimination egainst women 58/

The Commission on the Status of Women,

Havinz considered item 4 of its agenda, entitled "'Consideration of
proposals concerning 8 new instrument or instruments of internaticnal law
to eliminate discrimination against women ,

Concerned at the continuing discrimination against women,

Desiring to give effect to the principles set out in the Declaration
on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women and to ensure the speedy
adoption of the necessary practical measures for that purpose,

Recalling its resolution 5 (XXIV) establishing a Working Group on the
preparation of a new draft instrument or instruments of international law to
eliminate discrimination against women,

1. Takes note of the work performed by the Working Group;

o Invites the Secretary-General:

(a) To call on Governments of States Members of the United Wations, on
specialized agencies and non-governmental organizations in consultative.statga
with the United Nations, to transmit their comments on the drafts contained in
the report of the Working Group (E/CN.6/5TL);

(b) To prepare a working paper taking into account the.rep;ieslor
Governments, specialized agencies and non-governmental organizations;

s, bearing in mind that 1975 has been designated

3. Requests Member State of priority,

International Women's Year, to examine those drafts as a matter

e agenda of its tventy-sixth session an item

b, R Vi on th i
esolves to place imination of

entitled 'Consideration of a draft convention on the el
discrimination against women ,

58/ See paragraphs 8L-91 above.
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5. ilecuests the Secretary-General to send in gzood time to the members
of the Comcission on the Status of Vomen for their consideration, the workin:
paper referred to in subparagraph 2 (b) above.

[Adopted at the 618th meeting,
25 January 1074/

B. C(ther decisions

279. At its 622nd meeting, on 29 January 19Tk, the Commission concluded that the
ILO and UNESCO should pay particular attention to the question of women in the
context of their vork relating to migrant workers ard to submit the relevant
information to the Commission, and to the other bodies concerned. In rarticular,
the ILO should be invited as part of its study of migrant workers at its 197k
International labour Conference to consider the position of women migrant workers
and how it related to and compared with male migrant workers and the position of
wives and families cf male migrant workers and the effects of the migration lavs
and policies on them and also their possibilities of finding emplovment. The
Commission expressed the hope that in its studies on the exploitation of migrant
workers and on strengthening the international rules for the protection of such
workers, the ILO would take into special account the position of female orkers
who face particular hardships or forms of exploitation.

280. As regards Economic and Social Council resolution 1749 (LIV) on migrant
wvorkers, acopted on the recommendsticn of *he Commission for S.cial

Development, tne Commission noted that three pcints appeared to be of special
significance to women: (a) the social aspect of migration: the disintegration
of the family, conditions of living of the members of the family staying in the
country and of those in the receiving countries; (b) the legal aspect: protective
laws on both leaving and receiving countries, sonia security and different kinds
of bilateral agreement; (c) enforcement of measures adopted for the protection of
the vorkers in the community.

261. Finally, at the same meeting the Commission decided to request Halima Warzazi
to pay particular attention to young women victims of clandestine traffic and to
the plight of young girls and women who are lured into lives of prostitution by
false promises of overseas jobs and to keep the Commission informed on progress
and make available to her findings on matters of special interest to S

282. For other decisions of the Commissions, relating to consideration of proposals
concerning a nev instrument or instruments of international law to eliminate
discrimination against women, communications concerning the status of women, study
on the interrelaticnship of the status of women and family planning, and progreme
of work and establishment of priorities, which it has brought to the attention of
the Economic and Social Council, see raragraphs 2-6.
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XIII. ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSION

Opening and duration of the session

283. The Commission on the Status of Women held its twenty-fifth session at United
fations Headquarters from 1l January to 1 February 1974, The Commission held 31
plenary meetings (599th-629th meetings).

264, The session was opened by Lugenia A. Stevenson (Liveria), Chairman of the
Commission at its twenty-fourth session.

Attendance

285. The following States members of the Commission were represented: Argentina,
Belgium, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Canada, Chile, China, Colombia,
Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Egypt, Finland, France, Greece, Guinea, Hungary,
India, Indonesia, Japan, Kenya, Liberia, dicaragua, 59/ Higeria, Norwvay,
fuilippines, Romania, Thailand, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America and Zaire. The
Ceatral African Republiec and Madagascar, also members of the Commission, vere not
represented. Observers of other States !lembers of the United Hatioms,
répresentatives of bodies of the United Nations system, other intergovernmental
organizations and non-governmental organizations also attended the session. A
complete list is given in annex I to the present report.

Election of officers

286. At its 599th meeting, on 14 January 197k, the Commission elected the following
officers by acclamation: Chairman, Leticia Ramos Shahani (Philippines),
Vice-Chairmen, Licelott Marte de Barrios (Dominican Republic), Eva Kolstad (Norway)
'nd Eanna Bokor (Hungary); Rapporteur, Ruda Titemwa Hohammed (Higeria).

Agenda

207. The Commission considered its agenda at its 600th meeting. It had before it
the provisional agenda (E/CN.6/570 and Corr.l) drawn up by the Secretnry-{}enel:al
in consultation with the Chairmen of the Commission at its twenty-fourth session.
After some discussion, the Commission agreed that subitem % (b) of the provisional
igenda should become an independent item. It further agreed to revise slightly
the order of items. The provisional agenda, as & whole, as amended, was adopted
vithout objection.

288. The agenda adopted by the Commission (E/CN.6/587) is reproduced in annex II
1o the present report.

59/ Attended the 628th meeting only.
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Summary records, resolutions and recommendations

289. The Coumission decided, at its 600th meeting, to have summary records of the
discussion of items 3, 4, 6, 7, 8 and 11.

290. The draft resolutions recommenaed for adoption by the Economic and Social
Council and the decisions taken by the Commission of special relevance to the
Council during its twenty-fifth session are reproduced in chapter I of the presem
report. One other resolution and decision adopted by the Commission appear in
chapter XII.

291. The documents before the Commission at its twenty-fifth session are listed in
annex III.

292. In the course of its twenty-fifth session, the Commission tock note of
statements by the Secretary-General on proposals having administrative and financial
implications which would involve additional budgetary provisions. The statements
concerning proposals adopted by the Commission are given in ennex IV.

Consultations with non-governmental organizations

293. In accordance with rule 75 of the rules of procedure of the functional
commissions of the Economic and Social Council, the observers of the following

non-governmental organizations in consultative status with the Council made
statements during the twenty-fifth session:

Category I: International Confederation of Free Trade Unions (items 3, b and
6), Inte?national Planned Parenthood Federation (items 3 and 6), Women's
International Democratic Federation (items 3, 4, 5, 7 and 8).

_ Category II: All-African Women's Conference (items 5 and 9). International
Alliance of Women (items 6, 8 and 10), International Committee of the Red Cross
(item 8); Internstional Council of Social Democratic Women (item 4); Internationsl
Federation of Business and Professional Women (item 3), St. Joan's International
Alliance (item 9) and Women's International League for Peace and Freedom (item &

Written statements submitted by non-governmental orpganizations are listed in
annex III.
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ANNEXES

Annex I
ATTENDANCE
Yembers
Argentine: Blanca Stabile de Machinandiarena
Selmium: Christiane Hooastoel-Fabri
Byelorussian Soviet
Socialist Republic: L. P. Marinkevich
Canada: Rita Cadieux
Central African Republic: a/
Chile: Alicia Romo Romén
China: WU Tsien b/
LI Su-ven c/
Colombia: Lilia Sénchez Torres
Costa Rica: Thelma Curling
Dominican Renublic: Licelott Marte de Barrios
Eayot: Aziza Hussein
mﬂ‘i‘ Helvi Saarinen
France : Jeanne Chaton
Greece: E11i Krispi-Nicoletopoulou b/
Erica Irene A. Daes ¢/
fuines: Scphie Maka
funeary : Hanna Bokor
India: Kemila Tyabji
e e

8/ Not represented at the session.
Y/ Did not attend the session.

¢/ Acted &8s representative.
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Indonesia: Yetty Rizali Noor

Japan: Taki Fujita b/

= Ayako Oba c/

Kenya: Phoebe M. Asiyo

Liberia: Eugenia A. Stevenson
Madapascar: Dond Lucette Ramanantsoavina b/
Nicaragua: Amelia Borge de Sotomayor b/
LI José Maria Lugso 4/

Nigeria: Ruda Titerwa Mohammed

Norway : Eva Kolstad

Philippines: Leticia Ramos Shahani
Romania: Florica Paula Andrei
Theiland: Ubol Huvanandana

Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics: T. N. Nikolaeva

United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern

Ireland: Janet Cockcroft

United States of America: Patricia Hutar

Zaire: Sekela Kaninda

States Members of the United Nations represented by observers

Australia, Austria, Cuba, Denmark, Germany (Federal Republic ot), Israel, Svedets
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Yugoslavia.

United Nations Secretariat

Economic Commission for Africa

d/ Acted as representative at the 628th meeting.
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United Nations bodies

United Nations Children's Fund, United Nations Fund for Population Activities,
United Nations Environment Programme.

Specialized agencies

International Labour Organisation, Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations, United Netions Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, World
Health Organization.

Interpovernmental organizations

Committee on the Status of Arab Women, Inter-American Commission of Women,

Non-governmental orgzanizations

Catepory I: International Confederation of Free Trade Unions, International Council
of Women, International Council on Social Welfare, International Planned Parenthood
Federation, League of Red Cross Societies, Women's International Democratic
Federation, World Federation of United Nations Associations.

Category II: Associated Country Women of the World, Bah&'{ International Community,
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, International Alliance of
Yomen, International Committee cf the Red Cross, International Conference of
Catholic Charities, International Council of Jewish Women, International Council of
Social Democratic Women, International Federation of Business and Professional
Women, International Federation of University Women, International Federation of
Women Lavyers, International Movement for Fraternal Union among Races and Peoples,
Fan-Pacific and South-East Asia Women's Association, St. Joan's International
Alliance, Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, Women's International
Uionist Organization, World Conference of Religion for Peace, World Federatir:n of
Catholic Youth, World Union of Catholic Women's Organizations, World's Women's
Christian Temperance Union, World Young Women's Christian Association, Zonta
International,

foster: International Humanist and Ethical Union.
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Annex II

AGENDA

Election of officers
Adoption of the agenda
Internationul Women's Year

Consideration of proposals concerning & new instrument or instruments
of international law to eliminate discrimination against women

International instruments and national standards relating to the status
of women:

(a) Implementation of the Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination
against Women and related instruments;

(b) Legal capacity of married women and related questions;
(¢) Communications concerning the status of women
Study on the interrelationship of the status of women and family planning

Programme of concerted international action to promote the advancement of
women and their integration in development:

(a) Implementation of a programme of concerted international action;
(b) Status of rural women, especially agricultural workers;
(e) Technical co-operation activities for the advancement of women;

(d) Activities of the specialized agencies to promote the advancement
of women;

(e) Co-operation with intergovernmental organizations outside the Uni ted
Nations system

Protection of women and children in emergency and armed conflict in thedemﬂ
struggle for peace, self-determination, national liberation and indepen

Exploitation of labour through illicit and clandestine trafficking

Influence of mass communication media on the formstion of a new attitude
towards the role of women in present-day society

Programme of work and establishment of priorities
Report of the Commission on its twenty-fifth session
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Annex III

LIST OF DOCUMENTS BEFORE THE COMMISSION AT ITS TWENTY-FIFTH SESSION

Agenda
Document No, iten No. Title
4/9006/Add.1 (Part I) 11 Medium-term plan for the period 1974-1977

(Official Records of the General Assembly

Tventy-eighth Session, Supplement No. GA)

A/9008 11 Report of the Advisory Committee on
Administrative and Budgetary Questions on the
proposed programme budget for the biennium
1974-1975 (Official Records of the Genmeral
;ssegt);ly. Twenty-eighth Session, Sungfenent

0.

¥
E/5109 and Add.1l Report of the Commission on the Status of
Women on its twenty-fourth sessicn (Official

Records of the Economic and Social Council,
Fifty-second Session, Supplement No. Ei

E/CN.5/481 7 (a) Report of the Interregional Meeting of Experts
on the Integration of Women in Development:

summary

E/CN.6/514/Rev.1 7 (a) Participation of Women in Community
Development (United Nations publication,
Sales No.: E.T2.IV.8)

E/CN.6/566 /Rev.1 7 (b) Study on the equality of access of girls and
women to education in the context of rural
development: report prepared by the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural

Organization

E

E;g:'ﬁf%g 7 (¢) Advisory services in the field of human

-4/1122 rights: report of the Secretary-General

E

/CN.6/570 2 Provisional agenda for the twenty-fifth
session of the Commission on the Status
of Women

E
/CN.6/571 ana Add.1 and 2 5 (a) Implementation of the Declaration on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women

and related instruments: report of the
Secretary-General

=



Document No,

E/CN.6/5T2

E/CX.6/573

E/CN.6/5Th

E/CN.6/5T5 and Add.1-3

E/CN.6/576

E/CN.6/5T7

E/CN.6/5T8

E/CN.6/579

E/CN.6/580

Agenda
item No.

7 (e)

5 (b)

7 (a)

T (e)

T (d)

7 (a)

Title

Programme of concerted internaticnal actiop to
promote the advancement of woren and their
integration in development - Co-operation with
intergovernmental organizations outside the
United Nations system: report of the Inter-
American Commission of Women

International instruments and national
standards relating to the status of women -
Consideration of proposals concerning a new
instrument or instruments of international law
to eliminate discrimination against women:
working paper by the Secretary-General

Report of the Working Group established by
Commission resolution 5 (XXIV)

Study on the interrelationship of the status of
women and family planning: report of the
Special Rapporteur

International Women's Year: report of the
Secretary-General

Implementation 0. a programme of concerted
international action: report of the
Secretary-General

Programme of concerted international action 0
promote the advancement of women and their
integration in development - Co-operation vith
intergovernmental organizations outside the
United Nations system: report of the
Secretary-General

Activities of the specialized agencies to
promote the advancement of women - .
International Labour Organisation activities
of special interest in relation to the
employment of women: note by the
Secretary-General

Activities of the specialized agencies to
promote the advancement of women - Study on
United Nations Educational, Scientific and'
Cultural Organization's activities of speciel
interest to women: note by the Secretary-

General
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Document [o.

E/CN.6/581

E/CN.6/582

E/CN.6/583

E/CN.6/583/Add.1

E/CN.6/583/Ad4.2

E/CN.6/584

E/CN.6/585 and Corr.l

and Add.1

E/CN.6/586

E/CN.6/587

E/CH.6/588

Efcx.sfnc.liL.l

Agende

item No.

10

7 (b)

7 (b)

7 (b)

5 (b)

11

Title

Influe?ce of mass communication media on the
formation of a new attitude towards the role
of women in present-day society: report of
the Secretary-General

Exploitation of labour through illicit and
clandestine trafficking: note by the
Secretary-General

Status of rural women, especially agricultural
workers: note by the Secretary-General

Status of rural women, especially agricultural
workers: report prepared by the Internationsal
Labour Organisation

Status of rural vomen, especially agricultural
workers: report prepared by the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

Legal capacity of married woren; capacity to
engage in independent work: progress report
of the Secretary-General

Programme of work and establishment of
priorities - work programme for 19741975,
medium-term plan for 1974-1977 and proposed
programme objectives for 1976-1979: report
of the Secretary-General

Protection of women and children in emergency
and armed conflict in the struggle for peace,
self-determination, national liberation and
independence: report of the Secretary-General

Agenda of the twenty-fifth session of the
Commission on the Status of Women as adopted
by the Commission at its 600th meeting, on

14 January 197k

International Women's Year: report of the
Working Group established to work out a draft
programme of activities

Provisional agenda of the Working Group on &
New Instrument or Instruments of International
Law to Eliminate Discrimination against Women
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Document No.
E/CN.6/AC.1/L.2

E/CN.6/AC.1/L.3

E/CN.6/AC.1/L.4 and
Corr.l, Add.1l/Rev.l,
and Add.2-b

E/CN.6/AC,1/L.5

E/CN.6/AC.1/L.6 and Add.l

E/CN.6/AC.1/L.T

E/CN.6/AC,1/L.8

E/CN.6/AC.1/L.9

and Corr.l

E/CN.6/AC.1/L.10

E/CN.6/AC.1/L.11

Agenda
item No.

L

Title

Consideration of proposals concerning a new
instrument or instruments of international
law to eliminate discrimination against vomen:
working paper subuitted by the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics

United Kingdom of Creat Britesin and Northern
Ireland: amendment to the draft convention op
the elimination of discrimination against womes
proposed by the Philippines

Draft convention on the elimination of all
discrimination ageinst women: working paper
submitted by the Philippines and the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics

Egypt, Nigeria and Zaire: draft proposals
concerning the measures of implementation of
the draft convention

Articles considered by the Working Group st its
fourth and fifth meetings, on 8 and

9 January 197k: working paper by the
Secretariat

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland: amendment to the working paper
submitted by the Philippines and the Union of
SOVie§ Socialist Republics (E/CN.6/AC.1/L.M/
Add.2

International Labour Office: suggested ne¥
article 16 of the draft convention on the
elimination of discrimination against women

hern

United Kingdom of Great Britain and "ortlh i

Ireland: amendment to articles 12, 13,
15 of the working paper of the Philippines
the Union of Soviet Socialist RepublicS
(E/CN.6/AC.1/L.b4/Add.2)

United States of America: amendments wof
articles 13 and 14 of the vorki?SSOP:iP::
the Philippines and the Union 0 )
Socialist Republics (E/CN.6/AC.1/L.b/Add-2

. 16
Egypt and Finland: amendments t0 aﬂld&:m
and 17 of the working paper subm:!.tt.eg :{dist
Philippines and the Union of Soviet 20
Republics (E/CN.6/AC.1/L.lk/Add.3)
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Agenda

pocument No. item No, Title

g/CN.6/AC.1/L.12 L Draft report of the Working Group to the
Commission on the Status of Women

E/CN.6/CR. 2k 5 (d) Non-confidential list of communications
received

E/CN.6/L.658 3 United States of America: draft resolution

E/CN.6/L.658/Rev.1 3 Chile, Colombia, Costa Rice, Dominican

Republic, Kenya, Liberia, Nigeria, Philippines,
Thailand and United States of America: revised
draft resolution

E/CR.6/L.658/Rev.2 3 Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic,
Kenya, Liberia, Nigeria, Philippines, Thailand
and United States of America: revised draft

resolution

E/CN.6/L.659 3 Union of Soviet Socialist Republics: amendments
to draft resolution E/CN.6/L.658

E/CN.6/L.660 and Add.1-15 12 Draft report of the Commission on the Status of
Women on its twenty-fifth session

E/CN.6/L.661 5 (a) Dominican Republic, Indonesia and Philippines:
draft resolution

E/CN.6/L.662 5 (b) Dominican Republic, Indonesia, Philippines,
Romania and Theailand: draft resclution

E/CN.6/L.663 7 (a) India: draft resolution

E/CH.6/L. 66k 7 (b) Costa Rica, Indonesia, Philippines and
Thailand: draft resolution

E/CN.6/L.665 7 (a) Egypt, France and Liberia: draft resolution

E/CN.6/L.665/Rey.1 7 (a) Dominican Republic, Egypt, France, Liberia and
United States of America: revised draft
resolution

E/CN.6/L.666 7 (d) Eaypt, Greece, Guinea, Hungary, Romania and

7aire: draft resolution

E/CH.6/L.667 L Belgium, Cenada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica,
France: draft resolution

EICH'GIL'GG-”RW-J- L Belgium, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica,
France: revised draft resolution
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Document No.

E/CN.6/L.668

E/CN,6/L.668/Rev.1

E/CN.6/L.669

E/CN.6/L.6T0

E/CN.6/L.6T0/Rev.1

E/CN.6/L.6T1

E/CN.6/L.6T2

E/CN.6/L.6T2/Rev.1

E/CN.6/L.673

E/CN.6/L.6TU

E/CN.6/L.6T5

E/CN.6/NGO/24T

E/CN.6/NGO/2k8
and Add.l

Agenda

item No.

7 (a)

7 (2)
7 (a)

7 (4)

10

11

Title

Dominican Republic, Egypt, Finland and Uniteq
States of America: draft resoclution

Dominican Republic, Egypt, Finland and United
States of America: revised draft resolution

United States of America: emendments to draft
resolution E/CN.6/L.665

Dominicen Republic and Norway: draft resolution

Dominican Republic and Norway: revised draft
resolution

Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Egypt,
France, Greece, Kenya, Nigeria and Zaire: draft
resolution

Byelorussian SSR, Egypt, Guinea, Hungary: draft
resolution

Byelorussian SSR, Egypt, Guinea, Hungary:
revised draft resolution

Argentina, Belgium, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rics,
Dominican Republic: draft resclution

Administrative and financial implications of
document E/CN.6/L.658: note by the
Secretary-General

Indonesia, Japan, Kenya, Liberia and Nigeris:
draft resolution

statement

Wo i um- lan: :
rk programme and medium-term p Commupity

submitted by the Bah&'i International

International Women's Year: statement submi ttel
by the International Council of Women
(category I), Bah&'i International Communitys
Commission of the Churches on Internationgl
Affairs, International Alliance of Women,
Tnternational Council for Social Welfare,
International Council of Jewish Women, . . .,
International Council of Sociasl Democratit
International Federation of Business a0
Professional Women, International Feder
Social Workers, Pan-Pacific and sOuth—Eafoml
Women's Association, St. Joan's Internatl jol
Mliance, Soroptimist International ASS

ation ?f

ocist
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tocument Ho.

E/CN.6/NG0O/2L9
and Add.l

E/cn-GINGO}'250
and Add.l

E!m'GINGOIESI

/oN.6/nGo/253

Agenda

item No.

5 (a)

7 (b)

Title

Women's International League for Peace and
Freedom and World Union of Catholic Women's
Organizations, and World Women's Christian
Temperance Union (category IT)

Internaticnal Women's Year: statement submitted
by the International Council of Women

(cat?gory 1), Bahd'i International Community,
Commission of the Churches on International
Affairs, International Alliance of Women,
Internationel Council for Social Welfare,
International Council of Jewish Women,
International Council of Socisl Democratic
Women, International Federation of Business and
Professional Women, International Federation of
Social Workers, St. Joan's International
Alliance, Soroptimist International Association,
Women's International League for Peace and
Freedom and World Union of Catholic Women's
Orzanizations, and World Women's Christian
Temperance Union (category II)

Study of the interrelationship of the status of
women and family planning: statement submitted
by the International Council of Women

(category 1), Commission of the Churches on
International Affairs, International Alliance
of Women, International Council for Social
Welfare, International Council of Jewish Women,
International Council of Social Democratic
Women, International Federation of Business and
Professional Women, International Federation of
Social Workers, Pan-Pacific and South-East Asia
Women's Association, St. Joan's International
Alliance, Soroptimist International Association,
Women's International League for Peace and
Freedom and World Women's Christian Temperance

Union (category II)

International Women's Year: statement submitted
by the Bahd'{ International Community

Implementation of the Declaration on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women and
related instruments: statement submitted by the

Bahé'{ International Community

Status of rural women, especially agricultural
vorkers: statement submitted by the Associated

Country Vomen of the World
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Document No.

E/CN.6/NGO/ 25k

E/CN.6/8C0/255

E/CN.6/8G0/256

E/CN.6/NGO/25T

E/CN.6/WG.1/CRP.1 and
Corr.l and Add.l

E/CN.6/WG.1/CRP,2

E/CN.6/WG.1/CRP.3

E/CN.6/WG.1/CRP. k4
E/CN.6/WG.1/CRP.5 a/

E/CN.6/WG.1/CRP.6

E/CN.6/WG.1/CRP,T

E/CN.6/1G.1/CRP.8

Agenda

item No.

4 and 5

7 (b)

Title

Consideration of proposals concerning a new
instrument or instruments of international lsy
to eliminate discrimination against women:
statement submitted by the Women's Internatiomsl
Democratic Federation

Protection of women and children in emergency
and armed conflict in the struggle for peace,
self-determination, national liberation and
independence: statement submitted by the
Women's International Democratic Federation

Status of rural women, especially agricultural
workers: statement submitted by the Women's
International Democratic Federation

International Women's Year: statement submitted
by the Women's International Democratic
Federation

Belgiun, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Egypt, Finland, Norway, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, United Kingdom of Grest
Britain and Northern Ireland and United States
of America: amendments to document E/CN.6/5T6

Greece: suggestions concerning document

E/CN.6/5T76

India: suggestions concerning document
E/CN.6/576

Greece: draft resolution

e 1i¢y
Belgium, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Repu

Egypt, Finland, Norway, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, United Kinzdom of
Britain and Northern Ireland and Unite
of America: amendments to document E/CH

Grest

France and Greece: draft resolution

United States of America: amendmerts ¥0
document E/CN.6/5T6

a/ No document was issued under this symbol.
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tocument No.

ESA/SDHA/AC.1/26

ESA/SDHA/AC.2/21

ESA/SDHA/AC, 3/12

ST/SO0A/120

ST/TAO/HR/L6

Azenda

item No.

T (e)

7 (2)

Title

Reg%onal Seminar on the Status of Women and
Family Planning for Countries of the Western
Hemisphere

Regional Seminar on the Status of Women and
Family Planning for Countries within the
ECAFE region

Interregional Seminar on the Family in a
Changing Society: problems and responsibilities
of its members

Report of the Interregional Meeting of Experts
on the Integration of Women in Development
(United Nations publication, Sales No.:

E.73.IV.12)

Seminar on the Status of Women and Family
Planning, Istanbul, Turkey, 11-24 July 1972



Annex IV

ADMINISTRATIVE AND FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS OF DECISIONS TAKEN
BY THE COMMISSION AT ITS TWENTY-FIFTH SESSION

Draft resolution E{CN.G{L.65§EJ

1 Under the terms of the operative paragraph of draft resolution E/CN.6/L.658
(see chapter I, draft resolution III), the Economic and Social Council would request
the Secretary-General to organize in 1975, in consultation with States Members of
the United Netions, specielized agencies and interested non-zovernmental
orsanizetions, an international conference during the International Women's Yeer to
exanine progress mede by the organs of the United Nations system in izplementing
the reconmendations of the Commission during its existence for the elimination

of discrimination against wozen; to consider further programs-es to encourage the
full integration of women in the total development effort; to develop a plan of
activity that will increase women's contribution to the achievement of the goels of
the Second United liations Development Decade, and to recognize the importance of
women's increasing contribution to friendly relations, co-operation and world peace.

2. Should the Council approve the holding of an internationsl women's conference
in 1975, financial implications would arise, which may be estimated on the
following assumptions:

(a) The conference would be held for two weeks, from
17 to 28 February 1975; b/

(b) Not more than two simultaneous meetings would take place during the
conference;

(c) The languages of the conference would be Chinese, English, French,
Russian and Spanish;

(d) The proceedings would be sound-recorded;

(e) The cost estiuates provided herein are based upon the conference beins
held at United Nations Headquarters;

(£ ?hould any Goveramment wish to host the conference and should such
1nvi?ation be accepted by the Council, the host Government would be .
required, in accordance with General Assembly resolution 2609 (xxav), =
bear the additional costs of holding the conference at a place other
at United Nations Headquarters.

g/.A statement 9f the administrative and financial implications of the draft
resolution was contained in a note by the Secretary-General (E/CN.6/L.67h)-

b/ See the appendix to the present annex.
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3. On the basis of the above assumptions, the financiel implications of the
proposed international women's conference are estimated as follows:

United States dollars

(a) Staff

The preparatory process of the conference would

require additionel staff resources for

substantive, administrative and external

relations activities for which no provision has

been made in the 19TL-19T75 approved programme

budgzet (1 P=5, 3 P-4k, 3 GS for nine months

€8Ch) ¢ ¢ . 4 s s e s e e e e e s e s e e 140,500

(b) Consultants

The preparation of some of the substantive
conference documents would require the services

of consultants for a total of six man-months. 18,000
(c) Rental of office SP&CE + + o « + « o « & o & & 7,100
(d) Purniture and equitment « « +« « = « « « o o & o L ,800
(e) Miscellaneous (cables, pouch, communication,

hospitality, etCe) « o« s o s o « o ¢ s 8 s o » 15,000

(f) Travel

Travel of staff in connexion with conference

preparations and activities . « « « « « ¢ ¢ o 12,000
(g) Conference servicing
(i) Interpretation « « « « « « « + o s o & o & 31,200
(ii) Translation, typing and reproduction of
600 pages of pre-session documentation,
200 pages of in-session documentation and
100 pages of post-session documentation,
including the printing of e 100-page e
fin&l rewrt - . - - TR - - . « ® 8 ® = @ £l
TOTAT. 300,000

Oraft resolution E/CN.5/L.665/Rev.l

“ At the 62Tth meeti on 31 January 197k, the representative of the

frecer-anera Intornad the Camission in Comesion vith St obll,

Z/CH.6/L.665/Rev. : e Economic and Sociel Counc ’
e al implications (see

tiat the decision in operative paragraph 2 had financi
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chapter I, draft resolution VII). On the assumption that the Chairman would
attend the forthcomin~ sessions of both bodies, the cost of travel and
subsistence was estizmated at $2,000 in respect of the Committee for Development
Planning, in Vienna, and $2,500 in respect of the Committee on Review and
Aprraisel, in New York. Should the Chairman designate an9ther_member of the
Commission who was based closer to the venues of the sessions in question, the
estimated cost of travel would be reduced accordingly.

Appendix
1. The Secretary-General, in accordance with the decisions of the General

Assembly at its twenty-eighth session, wishes to indicate that the following major
conferences have already been scheduled for 1975:

Title Dates
(a) Second General Conference of the 12-26 March

United Nations Industrial
Development Organization

(b) Fifth United Nations Congress on 1-15 September
the Prevention of Crime and
the Treatment of Offenders

(¢) United Nations Conference on the To be determined
Law of the Sea (if required)

(d) International Conference of Eerly 1975
Plenipotentiaries on the
Representation of States in
their Relations with
Internationel Organizations

(e) Review Conference of Parties 5-30 May
to the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons

2. The Secretary-General, after taking into account the approved calendar of
conferences for 1975, considers the suggested dates of 17-28 February to be the

only feasible period during which the conference servicing could be provided =ost
economically.



Annex V

PROGRAMME FOR THE INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S YEAR, 19752/

"Considering that discrimination against women is incompatible with humen
dignity and with the velfare of the Tarily and of society, prevents their
participation, on equal terms with men, in the political, social, economic
and cultural life of their countries and is an obstacle to the full
development of the potentialities of women in the service of their countries
and of humenity,

"Convinced that the full and complete development of & country, the
velfare of the world, and the cause of peace require the maximum participation
of women as well as men in all fields."

/Extract from the preamble to the
Declaration on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women, adopted by
the Generasl Assembly in its resolution
2263 (XXII) of 7 November 1967/

I. SIGNIFICARCE OF THE YEAR

1. The International Women's Year, proclaimed by the General Assembly on .
18 December 1972 (resolution 3010 (XXVII)) is to be devoted to intensified action:

"(a) To promote equality between men and women;

"(t) To ensure the full integration of women in the total development
effort, especially by emphasizing women's responsibility and important
role in economic, social and cultural development at the national,
regional and international levels, particularly during the Second United

Nations Development Decade;

(e} 10 recognize the importance of women's increasing contribution to the
development of friendly relations and co-operation among States and
to the strengthening of world peace."

é  The centrel theme therefore is: EQUALITY, DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE.

% The ye ¢ ss made in these
ar should be a time to review and evaluate progre 2 ;
;;:“ @reas since the United Nations Charter established the basic gonla io
>+ It should also stimulate nev initiatives and develop or set in motion
¢ national, regiopnal and international action programmes.

‘-.-‘-'"‘"-—_
2/ Approveq at the 627th meeting of the Cormission on 31 January 197%.
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4, Widespread publicity and promotional efforts are needed, along with
substantive activities designed to have a continuing impact in the years aheead,
as part of a sustained long-term effort of the international community to
improve the condition of women and their contribution to society.

5. The Year should demonstrate the value of a unified approach to issues of
human rights, development and peace, which cannot be successfully dealt with

as isolated questions distinct from each other., It should be viewed a&s an event
in which both men and women will participate.

6. At the same time, the activities and programmes should find an echo among
men and women from urban and rural areas, from all walks of life, in all
countries, and stimulate their imagination and their creativity. As a large
number of activities will be orpganized and carried out in connexion with the
Year, appropriate governmental and non-governmental authorities should be
requested to make adequate budgetary allocations.

II. OBJECTIVES AND GOALS

Ts The many declarations, conventions and other recommendations adopted by
the United Nations and the specialized acencies have established international
goals and objectives, all of which provide guidance for the elubtorsation of
national, regional and international programmes for the observance of the
International Women's Year; among them the Universal Declaration of !luman Rights,
the International Covenants on Human Rights, the Declaration on the Elimination
of Discrimination against Women, the Internationsl Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Racial Discriminstion, the Declaration on Social Progress and
Development, the International Strategy for the Second United Nations Development
Decade (General Assembly resolution 2626 (XXV)) and the programme of concerted
international action for the advancement of women (General Assembly resolution
2716 (XXV)). The specific objectives set forth below are based on these and
other instruments and should be especially emphasized in the programmes and
activities undertaken in observance of the Year. b/

8. Programmes and activities should be directed, as part of the total
development effort, in particular towards:

A. Eguality

(8) Achieving full equality before the law in all fields vhere it does not
yet exist;

(b) Meetins the health needs of girls and women equally with those of boys
and men, which should be recognized as a prerequisite to the promotion of equality
between them and to the full participation of both in the development effort;

g") Fromoting equality of ecomomic rights, including the right to work and
the right to equal pay for work of equal value, non-discriminatior in

b/ A list of relevant human rights instruments appears in Appendix II below,
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employment opportunit%ea' governmental as well as private, and security of
exployment after marriage;

(d) Promoting equality of rizhts and responsibilities in the family and

bome and creating awareness and recognition that men and women have equal
rights and obligations towards themselves as individuals, towards their children
as parents, and towards their societies as citizens;

(e) Ensuring that women as well as men participate fully and as equal
partners in policy formulation and decision-making at the local, national and
international levels, including development planninz, educational programming
and questions of foreign policy such as disarmament and the strengthening of
friendly relations among States;

B. Development

(f) Improving the ewareness of women in the developed countries through
effective infor=zation and education, of the living conditions and problems of

vozen in the developing areas in order to intensify the contribution of the
former t.o int ~n.lionsl dovel .nt ar-creration;

() Improving the living and working conditions as well as the status of
both wen and women throughout the community and expanding freedom of choice
for all persons in planning life patterns that permit the development of their
rotential as individuals;

(h) Improving the quality of rursl life through the provision of cultural,
¢ducational and employment opportunities in the rural areas;

(i) Improving the condition of rural women on an equal basis with men
especially as regards training in co-operatives, modern agricultural and
tﬂcl}nical methods, vocetional training, the use of modern labour-saving
devices in homes and modern methods of child-rearing;

(§) Eliminating illiteracy and ensuring equality of educational .
oprortunities at all levels (including vocational training) and the same choice
of curricula for male and female students, preferably in the same schools for
boys and girls;

(k) Actively encouraging women to train for and enter non-traditional
occupations, providing proper guidence and counselling and expanding co-operative
frogrammes among women of different countries that would contribute to
international understanding through shared endeavours;

(1) Providinz training (including in-service training) for women in all
fields, including citizenship and leadership, consumerism, management, and science
and technolozy, keeping in mind the concomitant need to help find employment
opportunities for women who complete the training period;

(m) Giving effect, in planning national and international programmes, toO .
the conclusions of the report of the Special Rapporteur on the interrelationship o
the status of women and family planninz (E/CN.6/585 and Corr.l and Add.l)
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and also to any recommendations which may be made by the World Population
Conference in 1974;

(n) Providing social services, (including health, family plunning, child
care, social and cormunity services) anéd farm &and home extension services;

(o) Developing and extending a network of health services for the
protection of maternity and of the health of the mother and child;

(p) Seeking to improve the situation of women in prisons znd other
places of detention;

(q) Combating racism and racial discrimination whenever and wherever it
manifests itself, and lending support to the victims of racisz, apartheid and
colonialism as well as supporting women and children in armed struggle including
the strugzle for independence and self-determination;

(r) Combating exploitation of women end girls through illicit and
clandestine trafficking;

C. Peace

(s) Promoting the peace efforts of women's groups and other national and
international organizations and encouragin; on the part of all women Of the world,
the promotion of détente in the world, international peace and co~operation
among States, through contributions to such measures as:

(i) Combatinz colonialism, nev-colomialism, foreign domination end elien
subjugation, apartheid and racial discrimination;

(ii) The realization of the principle of the right of people to
self-determination;

(iii) Dissemination of information concerning the United Hations Charter
and activities es well es the principles of international law;

(t) Participation of women in safezuarding peace which would promote

economic, social, cultural and political conditions that contribute to the
advancement of the status of women and men;

(u) Developing and implementing international standards end other actions
to encourage peaceful relations among States on the basis of the princlPles

of the United Nations Charter, relevant United Nations resolutions, as vell 8
international law;

(v) Facilitating the free flow of information and ideas among countries:
havinz due regard for their sovereignty and mon-intervention in their domestc
affairs, on the contribution of women as well as men to peace and to the
promotion of friendly relations amonz States and to peace, and promoting thf
exchange of visits by women of different countries to study common problesss

(v) Recognizing the value, for the country's over-all development and
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advancement, of the untapped resources of women to contribute to the national
culture, development and spiritual values through their work in voluntary
getivities as well as in the labour market and home management.

ITT. ACTIVITIES AT THE NATIOHAL LEVEL

A. Special acts of comremoration

9. An inaugural statement might launch this International Year. In order to
enphasize the importance of the Year, it should be procalimed in each State:

(2) By the highest official authority;
(b) By appropriate locel officials;

(e) By cen and vomen leaders in all fields.

B. National rrozrammes, targets and priorities

10. Specific tarzets should be established to be achieved by 1980 and 1985 for
the attainment of the objectives of the Year set forth above (for this purpose
the Strategy for the Second United Netions Development Decade and the objectives
ind targets set forth in the programme of concerted international action for the
sdvancenent of women should also be studied) (General Assembly resclutions

%26 (XXV) of 19 November 1970, and 2716 (XXV) of 15 December 1970):

(2) Machinery and procedures should be set up for the continuous
reviev end eveluation of women's intesration into all sectors of economic and

social life at all levels;

(b) Short-term and long-term programmes and priorities should be adopted with
adequately funded programmes to achieve the targets and to improve the condition of
¥omen and ensure their integration in the total development effort.

In particular it is reccmmended that each country should adopt at least one
long-.tem constructive programme based on part II ("Objectives and goals"),
Section B ("Development"). above.

11-_ Yation-wide iritiatives from non-governmental groups (e.g. 07859135?1“3 in
hualnegs. industry and civic life, professional orgenizations, labour Em:.onsa)
8ducationa) institutions, student associations, mass communication media etc.

Should be enlisted in order, for example:

(a) mo help to bring progress in the area of women's rights and
Fesponsibilities;

bk (b) To increase participation in and support for the national and
“roational women's movements ;

(¢) To work tovards promoting a full partnership betwveen men and women.
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C. National commissions or similar bodies

12. A national commission, or similar body, if it does not already exist,
could be established (and, where appropriate, local commissions or committees)
with a mandate to review, evaluate and recommend measures and priorities to
ensure equality between men and women and the full integration of women in all
sectors of national life. Wherever possible such bodies should be composed of
both men and women and include governmental and non-governmentel representatives,

13. Under the commission, or similar body, sub-commissions or working groups

could undertake fact-finding end comprehensive studies, paying special attention
to the needs and problems of women in both rural and urban areas,

D. Special counselling offices

14, A network of special counselling offices could be established to advise
women about their rights and obligzations and their participation in developzent,
with competence also to deal with complaints regarding infringements of women's
rights and to make legal aid available when required,

E. Publicity and educational measures

15, Programmes of publicity and promotion should be conducted in both urban and
rural areas, emphasizing the three objectives of the Year and the particular
constructive programme adopted by such means as:

(a) Phemphlets, posters and paid advertising;

(b) Commemorative postage stamps, calendars, first-day covers and
cancellations;

(e) Commemorative publications:
(d) Spot statements on radio and television:

(e) Revised textbooks replacing traditional stereotyped images of
men and women by new concepts;

(f) Radio and television talks and forums, including those focusing oD the

activities of women from all walks of life, whether or not they have achieved
prominence;

(g? Free time for United Nations programmes on national radio and
television networks;

(h) Films and film festivals;

(1) Exhibitions featuring artistic and culturel works, especially bY ¥=

p it cring 808
(J) Organization of contests (e.g., essay and speech contests, painting
poster contests, quiz programmes and public debates);
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(k) Awards honouring achievements by women in specific fields;

(1) Awards honouring outstanding contributions of women and men to the
threefold cbjectives of the Year;

(m) Sports events and competitions;

(n) Mass distribution in national and local languages to schools and the
general public of the Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination against
Women, and other related international instruments.

16. Sechools, colleges and universities should be encouraged to establish
programmes for teaching and research in questions related to the promotion of
equality of men and women and the elimination of discrimination and prejudice
azainst women and the contributions of women to society should be stressed.

17. Material (including audio-visual material) ¢/ should be prepared dealing with
wzen's rights, responsibilities and the causes of prejudice and discrimination
azainst women, together with ways of overcoming it, for use by:

(a) Students and teachers in prinary and secondary schools and institutions
of higher learning (students might be encouraged to study the Declaration on the
flimination of Discriminetion against Women in relation to local customs,
traditions and practices, and to consider its application to them in their
everyday lives);

(b) Employers, workers and trade unionists;
(¢) Community groups and voluntary organizations.

18. Attention should be given to the esteblishment, where it is considered to
be appropriate, of women's history centres, which would gather and msk= aveilable
records of the development of the status of women on & national and international
b28is and would preserve the papers and other records relating to this subject.

9. Educational programmes should be developed to inform women of their legal
Fights and of the means available for securing their enforcenent.

0. Programmes should be developed to sid the upward mobility of women through
®ducation, to provide counselling and guidance on educational and employment
oPPortunities, geared particularly to women who plan to resume their education or
JOb-trainj_ng after an absence of years from active participation, and to expand
“irainin. programmes for women who wish to re-enter the labour force.

P4
1. Other Programmes should be developed:

(a) To promote equel participation of women and men in the labour union

“OvVement and the access to positions of leadership for women within the unions;

“‘H |
vill 2’. A list of relevant United Nations material and where it may be obtained
Subsequently be issued as document E/CN.6/590.



(b) To provide seminars and workshops to prepare women for perticipation
in politics at local, state, national and international levels;

(c) To offer executive leadership and management traininz opportunities
for women.

F. Studies and surveys

22. Studies and surveys are needed on all aspects of the status of women, both
in lav and in practice and on the changingz roles of men and women in society
and in the family. A list of suggested fields of study appears in appendix I
below.

23. The following broad areas merit special attention:

(a) Ingquiries into customs, traditions, practices and attitudes which
impede or promote the exercise of equal rights of men and women, and which
constrain or increase women's contribution to development;

(b) The assessment and evaluation of women's current and potential
contribution to the various sectors in relation to the country's over-all
development plans and programmes;

(c¢) The interrelationship of the condition of women, population change, and
over-all development;

(d) Extent of women's participstion in the labour force and their position
vithin it and in trede union orgenizetions. Special attention should also be
given to the agricultural and service sectors of the economy and the question of
co-operatives;

(e) 1Influence of scientific and technological developments on the positics
of vomen and their integration in the development effort.

G. National conferences and other meetings

2k, National govermmentel and non-governmental conferences, seminars, traigﬁﬁ
courses and other types of meetings should be convened during the Year to Giucnse
the attainment of the three main objectives or particular mspects of these
objectives and establish short-term and long-term programmes. Governments 5hqﬂa
place & greater number of qualified woren on nationsl delegations to internatios
conferences, United Nations sessions and meetings, and other internatiopal
dealing with problems of major national concern. The Secretary-General should
remind Governments of the need for steadily increasinz such participation by wo=ed

H. Exchange prosrammes

25. Exchenre programmes (e.g., visits, fellowships, lecture tours and
dlSCﬂSSIDD.BrouPB) for both men and women should be organized to study com:on
problens, in particular, the number of scholarships granted to women and girls
should be increased in 1975 and women should be sppointed in greeter numbers ss



menbers of delegations to seminars, congresses etc., at both the international
and the national levels.

26. The activities of women's organizations for improving the conditions of

life and future prospects for women and for contributing to the development of
friendly relations and co-operation urcng nations and peace should be developed
and strengthened by increasing co-operation and exchange between them, and giving
their efforts and achievements wider publicity and support by Governments and the
geperal public.

I. Ratification and implementation of international instruments

27. Fvery effort should be made by Governments which have not aelready done so to
ratify all existing international instruments relating to women's rights during
the Year, and to implement fully their provisions.

IV. ACTIVITIES AT THE REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL LEVELS

28. Proclamations and/or statements inaugurating the Year should be issued

(2) by the Secretary-General and the executive heads of the specialized agencies;
(b) by the resident representatives of the United Nations Development Programme;
(e) by executive heads of intergovernuental and non-governmental organizations.

29. As a tocul point of the international observance of the Year, an international
conference should be organized.

30. An eppeal should be made to Governments of countries in the different‘resic"n!
%o establish regional commissions on the status of women and to organize within
existing intergovernmental and other similar organizations, programmes for women
eimed at their full intesration in nationsl and regional development which would:

(2) Place speciel emphasis on relieving the burdens and increasing the
economic output of rural women engaged in agriculture, on providing facilities for
z:ﬂd preservation and processing, child care and also on providing co-operative

Ucation;

(b) Co-operate with interested United Nations bodiesr intergovernmental an:
ion-governmental organizations, particularly with the Comnmission on the Status o
Women;

(c) Provide in industrialized areas advice and services aimed st improving
vorking conditions, family life and participation in all aspects of regional
development,

1. Regional meetings could be orzanized by the United.ﬂations ﬂngitheomsp?:;gii:ed
agencies, wherever possible in conjunction with the rezional economic ¢ .

32. Items relating to the three main objectives of the Xfear should be mclz;d:ﬁ in
the agenda of the General Assembly at its thirtieth session, in 1975, and of the "
general conferences, assermblies or similar meetings of the specialized szencies &n
other United Nations bodies.
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33. All organs responsible for the mid-term review and appraisal of the
International Development Strategy for the Second United Nations Development
Decade, which is to take place in 1975 should be requested to pey special attentioy
to the integration of women in the total development effort.

34, The regional intergovernmental organizations, regional econcmic cormissions
and specialized agencies should establish ¢~ rorriste programmes and commissions
or offices to deal with questions of equality of men and wonmen and the integratiop
of women in development (the action taken by the Economic Commission for Africs
might provide an example useful for ntlier r rions). Theix ‘otivities 02 he
co-ordinated at the international level and brought to the attention of the
Commission on the Status of Women.

35. Every effort should be made to further during the Year the elaboration of a

new international convention dealing with the elimination of discrimination
against women.

36, All necessary measures should be taken to adopt a declaration on the
protection of women and children in emergency and armed conflict in the struggle
for peace, self-determination, natiopal liberation end independence.

37. Publicity and educaticnal measures, studies and surveys, conferences and
other meetings and exchange programmes similar to those proposed on the national
level could be developed regioneclly and internationally.

38, The Office of Public Information of the United Nations Secretariat should
produce material about the lire and problems of women in developing countries =

to be used for information in the developed countries - and about the ways and

means of action, which have pruved to be useful in promoting the status of
women.

39. Particular attention should be given to:

(a) The issue of an international symtol for the Year;

(b) Preparation in advance of the Yesr of pamphlets, posters and
publications;

(¢) 1Issuance of a United Nations stamp, first-day cover and cancellations;

(d) Radio and television programmes to be given simultaneously in the
capitals of Member States;

(e) Films and film festivals;

!f} International exhibitions featuring artistic end cultural works
especially by women;

(g) International awards honouring achievements by women in specific fields;

(h)- Mass distribution in all available languages through the United Nationps
Information Centres of the Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination against
Women and related international instruments.
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Secretariats of the organizations in the United Nations systen

Lo, Organizations in the United Nations system should set an example by:

(a) eliminating from their own staff regulations and administrative procedures

any provisions or practices which may be discriminatory against women;

(b) organizing more extensive training and refresher courses for staff members;
(¢) associating interested staff members in the implementation of the
International Women's Year programmes; (d) preparing a report for consideration by
Covernzents on what has been done by the United Nations Secretariat and the
specialized agencies to improve the status of women since the esteblishment of the
Cozmission on the Status of Women ir 1946.

k1. Lvery effort should be made to render assistance and give support at the
rezional and international levels to netional programmes asnd activities organized

as part of the observance of the Year.

k2. A report should be prepared for consideration by the Commission on the Status
of Women describing and evaluating activities undertaken during the Year by
Governments, United Nations bodies, specialized agencies, intergovernmental
orgenizations and non-governmental organizations.



Appendix I

TOPICS FOR RESEARCF, STUDY, SEMINARS ~ND
SIMILAR TYPES OF MEETINGS

(a) The conditioning of children to role playing: is the idea of the
traditional father figure becoming an obsolete concept® Are & woman's
capabilities for learning and performance influenced by her biological make-up?

(b) The obstacles to the intezration of women in economic and social life
and to their full participation in economic and social develotment.

(c) The image of women at various times and in different cultures and the
history of their struggle for emancipation.

(d) The image of women in textbooks: is there suppression of facts,
distortions about their ripghts and responsibilities, ignorance of their historical
achievements, presentation of their role in family life etc.?

(e) The image of women in the mass media (press, radio, films, television)
and its use in advertising.

(f) Attitudes of men and women towards their respective roles in the family
and in society.

(g) The origin, motivations and claims of the contemporary women's movements.
(h) Survey of welfare services in such fields as child care and domestic ¥ork

(i) The responsibilities of both parents in the upbringing of children end
in family life.

() Cross-culturel studies of mele and female social roles defined accordin
to sex.

(k) Comparative studies on the content and impact of differing preparation
of men and wouen in fulfilling social roles needed for development.

(1) Comparative studies on the sociological and psychological stresses and

conflicts which arise when women (and men) assume new roles in society at various
1eve150

(m) In-depth case studies of involvement of woren in development as perceife
by women, by men and by other groups, such as adolescents or community elders.

(n) Comparative studies of time use by men, women, children and the family
as a unit, in their everyday living patterns.

(o) Studies of communication patterns within the family, between adult
members and between adults znd children.
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(p) Studies on women's role as an important component of local, national or
re-ional interdisciplinary research.

(q) Studies on the role and contribution of women for the improvement of
nealth and safety conditions for workers in rural and urban areas.

(r) Studies on the enactment of legal, administrative and social measures
and the provision of social welfare services for the effective protection of
migrant workers, their families and especially young women.

(s) Comparative studies on several subjects of family and international
private law relating to the status of women and children.

(t) Comparative studies at the regional level on certain subjects related to
the adoption of new legislative measures for such purposes as the protection of the
vorking mothers, the creation of equal opportunities of work and equal pay for equal
vork.

(u) The role of women and their contribution during the proclaimed Decade for
Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimipation.

(v) Student workshops should be organized at the national level for the
teaching of internstional law, with particular reference to topics related to the
United llations Charter, the Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination
against Women, the Universal Declaration and the Covenants on Human Rights, as well .
83 the Declaration on Principles of International Law concerninz Friendly Relations
and Co-operation among States in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations.

(v) Studies on women's contribution in all fields of labour.



Appendix II
RELEVANT HUMAN RIGHTS INSTRUMENTS a/

Recommendation concerning night work of women in agriculture (1921)
Universal Declaration of Human Rights (19L0)
Convention concerning Night Work of Women Employed in Industry (revised in 1948)

Convention concerning Freedom of Association end Protection of the Right to
Organize (came into force in 1950)

Convention concerning Equal Remuneration for Men and Women Workers for Work of
Equal Value (1951)

Convention concerning the Application of the Principles of the Right to Organize
and to Bargain Collectively (came into force in 1951)

Convention on the Political Rights of Women (1952)

Convention concerning Maternity Protection (revised in 1952)

Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Persons (1954)

Recommendation concerning minimum standards of social security (1956)

Convention on the Nationality of Married Women (1957)

Discrimination (Employment and Occupation) Convention (1958)

Recommendation concerning occupational health services in places of employment 5!
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples (2980}
Convention against Discrimination in Education (1960)

Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness (1961)

Protocol instituting a Conciliation and Good Offices Commission to be reSPOHSit_’le
for seeking a settlement of any disputes which may arise between States Parties
to the Convention against Discrimination in Education (1962)

Convention on Consent to Marriage, Minimum Age for Marriage and Registration of
Marriages (1962)

Recommendation concerning vocational training (1962)

United Nations Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination (1963)

Recommendation on consent to marriage, minimum age for marriage and registration
of marriages (1965)

Recommendation concerning the employment of women with family responsibilities

(1965)
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (1966)

a/ The year appearing in parentheses after each title is the year of adoptio®
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International Covenant on Civil and Political Rizghts and Optional Protocol (1966)
peclaration of the Principles of International Cultural Co-operation (1966)
peclaration on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (1967)

convention concerning the Maximu: Permissible Weight to be Carried by One
Worker (1967)

proclamation of Teheran (1968)
Declaration on Social Progress and Development (1969)

Ty



