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du Secretariat devront fournir l'occasion de
former le personnel technique des Gouverne~

ments des Etats Membres.
Eu egard a. la methode de constitution de la

Commission permanente de statistiques, le repre
sentant de l'Ukraine pense que les recommanda
tions de la commission gagneraient en realisme
et en autorite et qu'elles auraient plus de
chances d'etre executees par les Gouvernements
des Etats Membres si le Conseil adoptait comme
principe uniforme de composer en majorite
toutes ses commissions de representants gouverne
mentaux responsables et hautement qualifies. Un
tel principe, selon lui, est sous-entendu dans la
recommandation de la Commission preparatoire.

M. Baranovsky ne croit pas possible d'accepter
la proposition de la Commission de statistiques
concernant la reconnaissance a. accorder aux
contributions de I'Institut international de sta
tistiques al'reuvre de statistiques. M. Baranovsky
est d'accord avec la recommandation de la Com
mission de statistiques pour que l'activite statis
tique de la Societe des Nations soit absorbee par
les Nations Unies et qu'elle soit dirigee de fat;on
11 satisfaire aux besoins des Nations Unies. n
serait bon que cela £fit fait le plus rapidement
possible par les soins du Secretariat.

La suite de la discussion est renvoyee au1te
seance ulterieure.

La seance est levee CL.z 6 heures.

32. Examen du rapport et de la resolution
sur les questions de sante presentes par le

Comite de redaction (document E/59)

Le PRESIDENT fait savoir que la premiere
question a. l'ordre du jour est le rapport1 soumis
par le Comite de redaction nomme par le Con·
seil a. sa troisieme seance (voir page 22) et
charge de l'examen du rapport de la Commis
sion preparatoire technique de la Conference
internationale de la sante.

Le Comite de redaction a etudie le rapport en
detail; il a aussi examine avec soih la question de
savoir queUes organisations et quels Etats non

training of technical personnel of Member Gov
ernments.

Turning to the composition of the permanent
Statistical Commission, the Ukrainian repre
sentative thought that it would add realis~ ~nd
responsibility to the advice of t~e CommlSs~on
and improve the prospects of lmplementatlOn

I of its recommendations by Member Govern
ments should the Council adopt the uniform
principle of including in all commissions a
majority of responsible, highly-qualified govern
mental representatives. Such a principle, he
believed, had been part of the recommendation
of the Preparatory Commission.

Mr. Baranovsky did not consider it possible
to accept the proposal of the Statistical Com
mission regarding the recognition to be given
to the contributions to statistical activity made
by the International Statistical Institute. He
agreed with the recommendation of the Sta
tistical Commission that the statistical activities
of the League of Nations should be absorbed
by the United Nations and so directed as to
meet the requirements of the United Nations.
This should be done in the shortest possible time
by the Secretariat.

The continuation' of the discussion was ad
journed to a later meeting.

The meeting rose at 4 p.m.
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32. Consideration of the Report and Reso
lution on Health Questions presented by
the Drafting Committee (document E/591

The PRESIDENT stated that the first item on
the agenda was the report 1 submitted by the
Drafting Committee appointed by the Council
at its third meeting (see page 22) to consider
the report of the Technical Preparatory Com
mittee for the International Health Confer
ence.

The Drafting Committee had studied this
report in detail, and had also considered care
fully the question of which organizations and
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states not members of the United Nations
were to be invited as observers to the Inter
national. Health Conference to be held on
19 June 1946. In view of the time element, the
Committee had already issued invitations to the
organizations and States decided· upon, in the
hope that the Council would approve this
course.

The Committee had then considered which
suggestions, resolutions and observations of
members of the Council should be transmitted
to the International Health Conference, and
now placed before the Council a draft resolu
tion.

He further explained that the effect of the
adoption of this draft resolution by the Council
would be its transmission, together with the
minutes of the committee meetings, to the
International Health Conference.

Mr. CLAXTON (Canada) observed that para
graph 3 of the resolution, supplemented by
paragraph 4, approved resolution IV proposed
by the Technical Preparatory Committee (see
page 343) with regard to the setting up of an
interim commission in the event of the Health
Organization not being established upon the
conclusion of the June Conference, and recom
mended that until such time as the Health
Organization should start to function, the De
partment of Social Affairs of the United
Nations should act as the Secretariat. It was
further proposed in the report that the Health
Organization should come into existence with
the ratification by a certain number of States of
the Convention to be drawn up by the June Con
ference.

All members were agreed that the Health
Organization should begin to function at the

. earliest possible mOlllent, hence the proposal
of the United Kingdom representative that it
might be brought into exi:ltence by an Assembly
resolution. The Committee had decided, how,.
ever, that it would be necessary to employ the
ordinary method of ratification, which had the
disadvantage of being very slow.

His delegation, therefore, would like to see
the number of States which would have to
ratify the convention fixed as low as possible.
Furthermore, in anticipation of that ratifica
tion, :he believed that the Interim Commiss~on

should be given really effective executive powers,
considerably more extensive than those pro
vided for in the report, so that it might start
the work of the organization. Immediately
upon the conclusion of the Health Conference,
then, the Interim Commission would at once
start the very urgent work of the organization;
that work would be carried out in conjunction
with the Department of Social Affairs.

Mr. dIaxton suggested that the powers to be
given to the Interim Commission should be
defined as follows:

"The Interim Commission shall consist of
one representative of each of the govern
ments having signed the convention. The
Commission shall appoint an Executive Com-
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membres des Nations Unies devraient etre in
vites en qualite d'observateurs a la Conference
internationale de la sante qui se tiendra le 19
juin 1946. Pour gagner du temps, le Comite a
deja envoye des invitations aux organisations et
aux Etats designcs, dans l'espoir que le Conseil
approuvera cette action.

Le Comitc a ensuite examine les suggestions,
resolutions et observatioES des membres du Con
seil qu'll y aurait lieu de transmettre a la Confe
rence internationale de la saute, et soumet au
Conseil un projet de resolution.

Le President explique en outre que l'adoption
de ce projet de resolution par le Conseil aura
pOUf dfet sa transmission, ainsi que celle des
minutes des seances du Comite, a la Conference
internationale de la sante.

M. CLAXTON (Canada) fait observer que le
paragraphe 3 de la resolution, complbt par le
paragraphe 4, approuve la resolution IV pro
posee par la Commission preparatoire technique
(voir page 343) concernant la creation d'une
Commission provisoire au cas ou l'Organisation
mondiale de la sante n'aurait pas et6 constituee
a l'issue de la Conference de juin; le para
graphe 3 recommande aussi que le Departement
des affaires sociales des Nations Unies fasse fonc
tion de secretariat jusqu'a l'entree en activite
de l'Organisation de la sante. Le rapport a pro·
pose en outre que l'Organisation de la sante
naisse de la ratification, par un certain nombrc
d'Etats, de la convention qui sera redigee par la
Conference p.e juin.

Tous les membres ont «Ste d'avis que l'Organi
sation de la sante devrait entrer en fonctions
aussitot que possible; c'est pourquoi le repre
sentant du Royaume-Uni avait propose qu'elle
fiit creee par une resolution de l'Assemhl€e. Le
Comite a cependant juge qu'il etait necessaire
de suivre la procedure habituelle de ratifica
tion, qui a l'inconvenient d'etre tres lente.

En consequence, la delegation canadienne
desirerait voir reduire au minimum le nombre
des Etats qui devront ratifier la convention. En
outre, i1 est d'avis qu'en attendant cette ratifi
cation, jI faudrait donner a la Commission pro
visoire un pouvoir executif reel, beaucoup· plus
etendu que celui qui est prevu dans le rapport)
pOUT lui permettre de mettre en route le travail
de l'Organisation. Des la fin de la Conference
de la sante, la Commission provisoire se met
trait sans delai au travail urgent de l'Organisa
tion et le poursuivrait en liaison avec le Departe
ment des affaires sociales.

M. Claxton propose la definition suivante des
pouvoirs de la Commission interimaire:

"La Commission provisoire comprend un
representant de chacun des Gouvernements
ayant signe la convention. La commission
nomme un Comite executif compose d'un



mittee composed of the number of members
fixed by the Conference for its executive
board. The Executive Committee shall ex
ercise the powers to be con~erred on. the
Executive Board. The Executlve Comnuttee
may appoint an executive secretary who sh~ll
exercise such powers and perform such duties
as the Commission may determine. On the
coming into force of the Convention, the
Executive Committee shall become the Ex
ecutive Board and the Commission shall cease
to exist."

Mr. PHILLIPS (United Kingdom), said that
his delegation supported the resolution proposed
by the Drafting Committee. He had two com
ments: the first was that paragraphs 4 and 5
did not carry into effect the point made in the
Drafting Committee by the United Kingdom
representative and which, he understood, had
been agreed to by the Committee; tills omis
sion he believed to be a drafting error. Resolu
tion V in the report of the Technical Prepara
tory Committee arranged for the activities of
the League of Nations Health Organization to
be transferred to the World Health Organiza
tion or to its Interinl Commission; the present
draft implied that they should be transferred
to the Department of Social Affairs of the United
Nations. To rectify this error, he proposed that
at the beginning of paragraph 5 of the Drafting
Committee's text the following words might be
inserted:

"Approves the recommendation in resolu
tion V of the report of the Technical Pre
paratory Committee that the temporary
machinery for carrying on the activities of the
League of Nations Health Organization
should be transferred to the new Health
Organization, or its Interim Commission,
upon the formation of either."

Secondly, while his delegation would gladly
consider the alternative suggested by the repre
sentative for Canada, he wished to refer to the
remarks of Mr. Noel-Baker on the setting up of
the World Health Organization by an Assembly
resolution, particularly to the comparison which
he had made between the Health Organization
and the Atomic Energy Commission. The
United Kingdom delegation considered that
constitutionally there was a broad parallel to
be drawn between the two bodies; in both cases
problems were before the United Nations in
which a; large degree of common policy would
be reqUlred, and an organization had to be set
up to make studies enabling the policy to be
framed and recommendations made to govern
ments. Because of the urgency of the atomic

, proble~ a st~eamlined procedure had beltn set
up, which mIght well be adopted in the case
of the Health Organization.

Mr.. Phillips would not propose an Assembly
resolutlO.n at .present, but suggested that the
Secretanat illIght prepare a resolution and a
basic instrument to be considered by the Gen
eral Assembly in September. This was an
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nombre de membres egal au nombre fixe par
la Conference pour son Conseil executif. Le
comite executif exerce les pouvoirs qui doivent
~tre conferes au Conseil executif. Le Comite
executif peut nornmer un secretaire execu
tif qui exerce les pouvoirs et les fonctions
determines par la Commission. Lors de l'en
tree en vigueur de la convention, le Comite
executif deviendra le Conseil executif et la
Commission cessera d'exister."

M. PHILLlPS (Royaume-Uni) declare que sa
delegation appuie la resolution du Comite de
redaction. Il a deux observations a faire: en
premier lieu, par suite probablement d'une
erreur de redaction, les paragraphes 4 et 5 ne
traduisent pas la proposition faite par le repre
sentant du Royaume-Uni, avec l'assentiment,
croyait-il, du Comite de redaction. La resolu
tion V contenue dans le rapport de la Commis·
sion preparatoire technique prevoit le transfert
des activites de 1'0rganisation d'hygiene de la
Societe des Nations it 1'0rganisation mondiale de
la sante ou a sa Commission provisoire; le texte
actuel implique le transfert de ces activites au
Departement des affaires sociales des Nations
Unies. Pour rectifier cette erreur, il propose
l'insertion, au debut du paragraphe 5 du texte
du Comite de redaction, des mots suivants:

"Approuve la recommandation contenue
dans la resolution V du rapport de'la Com
mission preparatoire technique, selon laquelle
le mecanisme provisoire pour la poursuite des
activites de l'Organisation d'hygiene de la So
ciete des Nations serait transfere a l'Organisa
tion mondiale de la sante ou a sa Commission
provjsoire, lors de la creation de l'une d'elles."

En second lieu, le representant du Royaume.
Uni serait heureux d'examiner la proposition du
representant du Canada, mais il desire rappeler
les remarques de M. Noel Baker a prepos de la
creation de l'Organisation mondiale de la saute
par resolution de l'AssembIee generale et en par
ticulier la comparaison qu'il a faite entre l'Or
ganisation de la sante et la Commission de
l'energie atomique. La delegation du Royaume
Uui considere qu'il existe une grande similitude
de fond entre ces deux organismes; dans les deux
cas se posent aux Nations Unies des problemes
qui demandent au plus haut degre un politique
commune et il faut ereer une organisation chargee
de faire des etudes qui permettraient d'elaborer
cette politique et de faire des recommandations
aux gouvernements. En raison de l'urgence du
probleme de l'energie atomique, on a adopre une
procedure "aero-dynamique" qui pourrait fort
bien ~tre appliquee au cas de l'Organisation de la
sante.

M. Phillips ne propose pas une resolution
de l'Assemblee pour le moment, mais suggere
que le Secretariat prepare une resolution et un
instrument de base it soumettre a l'AssembIee
en septembre. On a la l'occasion de creer un
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opportunity for setting an important precedent
for the establishment of international organiza
tions by a speedier procedure than the one
nOIwally adopted.

Mr. COLBJOERNSEN (Norway) assumed that
the remarks of the United Kingdom representa
tive were merely a precision of the view men
tioned in paragraph 5 of the report under
discmsion. Norway had not been represented
on the Drafting Committee, but it adhered to
the opinion expressed by five members of the
Committee that the method proposed by the
United Kingdom reprr.sentative would not be
practicable. and that the procedure outlined in
the report of the Technical Preparatory Com
mittee should be adopted, especially since the
constitutions of many countries required ratifi
cation for any decision necessitating expenditure.

The PRESIDENT, referring to the first observa
tion made by the representative for the United
Kingdom, pointed out that there had been no
drafting error, for the latter part of paragraph
V of the ParL" resolution, i.e., "or its Interim
Commission", had not been accepted by the
Drafting Committee. The Technical Prepara
tory Committee had recommended that the
Se~retary-Get1eral should be requested to pro
vide "temporary machinery to carry on the
present activities of the League of Nations
Health Organization and to deal with other
related problems in the health field," until the
World Health Organization or the Interim Com
Illi~ion was formed, and then to transfer C1such
temporary machinery to the World Health
Organization or its Interim Commission." The
Drafting Committee, hmvever, had first decided
that the Department of Social Affairs would
be the' sllitable department to be entmsted with
these functions. and then that there was no
point in transferring- a secretariat, which was
part of the United Nations Secretariat, to an
Interim Commis."ion, but that the 'World Health
Organization, when it came into being, would
form its own secretariat.

The proposal of 1...1r. Phillips, 011 the other
hand, would go back to the original recommen
dation of the Technical Preparatory Committee,
that there \'{ould be a separate integrated secre
tariat for the Temporary Health Organ.ization,
which would be transferred to the Interim Com
mLc;sion and then be at the di"posal of the World
Health Organization.

The President reminded the Council that de
cisions of the Drafting Committee were not
binding, and invited discussion on the recom
mendation that the Secretariat should continue
as the secretariat of the Interim CommL.c;sion and
should function until the '\TorId Health Organi
zation was formed.

Mr. BOUSQUET (France) and Mr. HANC
(Czechoslovakia) supported the recommenda
tion of the Committee, as did Mr. STAMPAR
(Yugoslavia) .

With reference to the proposal of the Cana
dian representative, Mr. Stampar asked what

prccedent important en dotant l'organisation in~

ternationale d'une procedure plus rapide que
cene qui est generalement suivie.

1'1. COLBJ0F.RNSEN (Norvege) crait compren
dre que les observations du representant du
Royaume-Uni ont simplement pour objet de pre
ciser ses vues exprimces au paragraphe 5 du
rapport en question. La Norvege n'6tait pas
representee ala Commission, mais elIe fait sienne
la decision de cinq membres de la Commission,
qui jugent impraticable la methode proposee par
le representant du Royaume-Uni et pensent qu'll
)' a lieu d'adopter la procedure exposee dans le
rapport de la Commission preparatoire techni
que, etant donne surtout que la Constitution de
beaucoup de pays exige la ratification de toute
decision entrainant des depenses.

Au sujet de la premiere remarque du repre
sentant du Royaume-Uni, le PRESIDENT fait ob
server qu'il ne s'agit pas d'une erreur de redac
tion, car la derniere partie du paragraphe 5 de la
resolution prise a Paris, con~ue en ces termes:
"... ou asa commission provisoire ..." n'a pas
reliu l'assentiment du Comite. La Commission
preparatoire de la sante avait recommande que le
Secretaire gencral flit prie de mettre sur pied
un mecamsme provisoire pour poursuivre l'ac
tivite actuelle de l'Organisation d'hygiene de la
Societe des Nations et pour traiter des autres
problemes dans le domaine de la sante, jusqu'a
la formation de l'Organisation mondiale de la
sunte ou de la commission interimaire, et, a ce
moment. de transferer re mecanisme temporaire,
soit a 1'0rganisation mondiale de la sante, sait
a la commission interimaire. Le Comite a juge
toutefois que c'est au Departement des affaires
sociales qu'il convient de confier ces fonctions
et qu'ensuite, il n'y a pas lieu de transferer aune
commission interimaire un secretariat qui fait
partie du Secretariat des Nations Unies; 1'0r
ganisation mondiale de la santc, lors de sa crc~a

tion, constituera son propre secretariat.

La proposition de M. Phillips, d'autre part,
en reviendrait ala recommandation primitive de
la Commission prepal'atoire technique selon la
queUe 1'0rganisation temporaire de la sante au
rait son secretariat propre qui serait trans£ere a
la commission interimaire et serait ensuite mis a
la disposition de l'Organisation mondiale de la
sante.

Le President rappelle au Conseil qu'il n'est
pas lie par les decisions du Comitc et l'invite a
discuter la recommandation selon laquelle le
secretariat continuerait a fonctionner en tant que
secretariat de la commission interimaire jusqu'a
la formation de l'Organi~ation mondiale de la
sante.

M. BOUSQUET (France) et M. HANC (Tcht':
coslovaquie) appuient la recommandation du
Comitc; M. STAMPAR (Yougoslavie) egalement.

."~"
M, Stampar se demande ce que signifie exac-

tement la proposition du representant canadien
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was meant by the proposal that the Interim
Commission, which was going to carry on the
work in the field of international health, would
be composed only of .representatives ?f Memb~r
States which would SIgn the conventlOn. If thIs
meant that the Commission would be composed
only of the small number of States authorized
to sign without reservation, he could not agree,
since he believed that such a Commission should
include all the countries represented at the Con
ference. A fair geographical distribution was
essential in the Secretariat as well as among the
delegates. If only a few States were to sign the
convention, it might lead to the undesirable
situation in which certain governments would be
bearing all the expenses of the Commission's
.work and lending personnel to the Secretariat.

Mr. CLAXTON (Canada) replied that he had
not intended to limit membership of the Interim
Commission to those States which would sign
without reservation. He agreed that the Com
mission should be genuinely representative, and
would be quite willing to accept the suggestion
of Mr. Stampar that all the members attending
the Conference should be represented on the
Interim Commission, whether they signed the
convention or not.

The PRESIDENT here interposed that the sub
ject under discussion was still the first poirit
raised by the representative for the United
Kingdom, and that this should be concluded
before going on to his second point or to the
Canadian suggestion.

Decision: The Council decided that para
graph 4 of the resolution of the Drafting Com
mittee should stand, that is to say, that the De
partment of Social Affairs of the United Nations
should act as the secretariat of the Interim
Commission.

Mr. DEHOUSSE (Belgium), with regard to the
second point raised by Mr. Phillips, said that he
had already stated his views in the Drafting
Committee. It was a difficult situation; the
Council had arranged for a Conference and
therefore had to lay down the procedure for it
to follow, without any agreement having first
been reached as to any general method of pro
cedure in international affairs. Any procedure
now adopted by the Council for the Health
Organization would risk becoming a precedent
for other organizations.

He could not agree with the solution proposed
by Mr. Noel-Baker in the Committee that the
WorId Health Organization should be set up by
a General Assembly resolution. On the contrary,
he emphasized the point raised by the represen
tative for Norway that many countries could not
accept international obligations of a financial
chai'acter without confirmation by their legisla
tive bodies. Furthermore, he failed to see how
possible members of the Health Organization
which were not Members of the United Nations
could be bound by an Assembly resolution, or
how a parallel could be drawn between the
Atomic Energy Commission, a subsidiary organ

selon laquelle la commission interimaire destinee
apoursuivre les travaux dans le domaine interna
tional de la sante ne comprendrait que les Etats
Membres qui signeraient la convention. S'il faut
comprendre que la commission ne sera composee
que des quelques Etats autorises a signer. ~ans
reserve, il n'approuve pas cette propOSItion,
car une telle commission devrait, a son avis,
comprendre taus les membres ayant assiste a la
Conference. Une representation geographique
equitable est essentielle au sein du Secretariat
comme parmi les delegues. Enfin, si la conven
tion n'est signee que par un petit nombre
d'Etats, il en resultera, cc qui n'est pas desirable,
que certains gouvernements supporteront tous les
frais des travaux de la commission et preteront
leur personnel au Secretariat.

M. CLAXTON (Canada) repond que son in
tention n'etait pas de limiter la participation a
la commission interimaire aux Etats qui signe
raient sans reserve. Il est d'accord sur le carac
tere representatif que doit avoir la commission
et accepte volontiers la suggestion du Dr Stam
par de composer la commission de tous les mem
bres ayant pris part ala Conference, qu'ils aient
signe ou non.

Le PRESIDENT intervient pour rappeler que le
debat est limite pour l'instant ala premiere ques
tion soulevee par le representant du Royaume
Uni et qu'il convient d'en finir avec cette ques
tion avant de passeI' asa seconde observation ou
a la suggestion canadienne.

D~cision: Le Conuil decide que le para
graphe 4 de la resolution du Comite de rMac
tion doit etre maintenu, c'est-a-dire, que le
D6partement des af/aires sociales des Nations
Unies ferG. fonction de Secretariat de la com
mission inthimaire.

M. DEHOUSSE (Belgique) a deja expose son
opinion sur la seconde question soulevee par
M. Phillips. La situation est delicate: le Conseil
a prepare une Conference. Il lui a fallu par
consequent donner a cette Conference un regle
ment interieur sans s'ctre mis au prealable d'ac
cord sur Hne methode generale de procedure
dans le domaine international. Toute procedure
adoptee maintenant par le Conseil pour 1'01'
ganisation de la sante risque de Creel' un prece
dent pour les autres organisations.

Il n'est pas d'accord avec M. Noel-Baker
quand il propose que l'Organisation mondiale
de la saute soit creee par resolution de l'Assem
b1ee generale. Il insiste au contraire sur la re
marque du representant de la Norvege qui a fait
observer que beaucoup de pays ne pouvaient
accepter aucune obligation internationale de
caractere financier sans l'assentiment de leur
corps legislatif. En outre, il ne voit pas comment
des membres eventuels de l'Organisation de la
sante qui ne st(raient pas membres des Nations
Unies pourraient etre lies par une resolution de
l'AssembIee generale, ni comment on peut faire
un paralle1e entre la Commission de l'energie
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1F~r the final text of 'the resolutions see annex 14 page j Pour le texte definitif de la resolution, voir annexe 14,
341. ,. page 341.

33. Proposition soumise par le repre
sentant de la Colombie sur la creation
d'une Commission flscale <document E/541

M. TORO (Colombie) fait quelques observa
tions sur le document qu'il a soumis au Conseil
et dans leque1 il propose l'etablissement d'une
Commission fiscale (annexe 10, page 327).

Decision: Le President est dJaccord avec le
re!Jl'esentant de la Crece; la 'proposition cana
dienne est adoptee.

Le PRESIDENT fait observer que la proposition
de la delegation du Royaume-Dni pourrait etre
discutee par l'Assemblee generale lors de sa
prochaine session.

M. PHILLIPS (Royaume-Uni) tenant compte
des observations du President, retire sa proposi
tion et remercie le Conseil pour l'attention ql1'il
a apportce ason examen.

Decision :La resolution so1.tmise par le Comite
de rMaction est adoptee; il est entendu que les
observations faites au coul's du debat) seront)
eUes aussiJ communiqltees cl la Conference inter
nationale de la sante. r

Ce document se compose de deux parties.
La premiere contient certaines considerations ge
nerales qui font ressortir l'urgence de la crea
tion d'une Commission fiscale chargee de donner
au Conseil des avis sur les aspects techniques de
l'imposition et des finances publiques; la
deuxicme contient un projet de resolution qui

atomiqlle, organe subsidiaire des Nations Unies
et l'Organisation de la sante, institution spc
cialisee.

Puisqu'on n'a pas eu le temps d'etablir une
nouvelle procedure de conclusion des accords in
temationaux, la delegation belge se declare en
faveur de l'ancienne methode cl'adoption par
ratification, sous reserve que cela n'engage pas le
Conseil economique et social pour l'avenir et
qu'il reste libre d'adopter line procedure nouvelle
en temps voulu.

Etant donne toutefois la lenteur de la pro
cedure traditionnelle, M. Dehousse appuie en
tierement la proposition du representant du
Canada, qui donne a la Commissiop provisoire
taus pouvoirs pour faire le travail technique pre
paratoire; cela lui pcrmettrait de prendre toutes
mesures necessaires au fonctionnement de 1'01'
ganisation mondiale de la sante. La solution
proposee a l'avantage d'etre rapide et de ne pas
engager le Conseil pour l'avenir.

M. ARGYROPOULOS (Greee) appuie, lui aussi,
la proposition canadienne et s'associe aux re
marques de M. Dehousse. Une seule question
se pose pour lui: les organisations et les Etats non
membres des Nations Unies qui ont ete invites a
la Conference en qualite d'observateurs feront-ils
partie de la Commission provisoire? Illui semble
qu'etant de simples observateurs, ils ne devraient
pas avoir place au sein de la Commission.

of the United Nations, and the Health Organi
zation, a specialized agency.

Mr. ARGYROPOULOS (Greece) also supported
the Canadian proposal on this point, as well as
the remarks of :l\1r. Dehousse. He could foresee
only one problem: were the organizations and
the States, which were not members of the
United Nations and had been invited as ob
sen'ers to the Conference, also to be included as
members of the Interim Commission? He felt
that, as observers, they would have no place on
that Commission.

Decision: The President agreed with this
point of view, and the Canadian proposal was
adopted.

The PRESIDENT remarked that the proposal
of the United Kingdom delegation could be dis
cussed by the General Assembly at its next
session.

Mr. PHILLIPS (United Kingdom), noting the
President's observation, withdrew this proposal
and expressed his gratitude for the care with
which it had been examined.

Decision: The resollttion proposed by the
Drafting Committee was adopted, it being un
derstood that the remarks made in the general
discussion would also be communicated to the
International Health Conference.1

33. Proposal by th'e Representative of
Colombia for the Establishment of a Fiscal

Commission <document E/54)

IvIR. TORO (Colombia) wished to make some
observations on the document which he had
submitted to the Council, proposing the estab
lishment of a Fiscal Commission (annex 10,
page 327).

This document vvas in two parts. The first
part contained certain general remarks indicat
ing the urgency of establishing a Fiscal Com
mission to advise the Council on the technical
aspects of taxation and public finance; the sec
ond contained a draft resolution tentatively de
fining the tem1S of reference of that Commission

Since there had not been time to develop a
new method of concluding international agree
ments, the Belgian delegatiOl~ fav.oured :he old
method of adoption by ratIficatIOn, WIth the
reservation that it would not engage the Eco
nomic and Social Council in the future and that
the latter would be free to adopt a new pro
cedure when the proper timc came.

Since, however, this traditional procedure was
a very slow one, he fully supported the proposal
of the representative for Canada giving to the
Interim Commission full power to make pre
paratory arrangements of a technical kind; this
would permit it to take all necessary steps for the
functioning of the World Health Organization.
This proposal had the advantage of being speedy
and of not binding the Council for the future.

.. .J
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tente de definir le mandat de cette commission
et de donner certaines indications sur sa corn·
position. Il est bien entendu que le mandat,
la structure et le reglement interieur de la Com
mission fiscale seront finalement determines par
le Conseil apres la premiere seance de la nou
veUe commission.

Le Conseil economique et social a cree des
commissions telles que la Commission des droits
de l'homme, la Commission des questions eco·
nomiques et de l'emploi, la Commission des
questions sociales, mais il n'existe pas encore de
Commission Iiscale; l'imposition et les finances
publiques affectent cependant tous les aspects de
la vie humaine. Les effets de l'imposition ne
dependent pas seulement de l'imposition cIIe
meme, mais de la fa~on dont elle est utilisee par
les gouvernements. Les finances publiques sont
la base economique de la vie de I'Etat, un
moyen puissant de supprimer les mefaits de
l'inegalite economique et sociale, mais aussi le
moyen de stabiliser les affaires, de maintenir
l'emploi et d'encourager le developpement eco
nomique. C'est un fait que la technique fiscale
n'est connue que d'un trop petit nombre d'ini·
ties.

La Societe des Nations a reconnu ces faits
et a cree divers organismes charges d'etudier
les problemes fiscaux, organismes qui finalement,
en 1929, donnerent naissance au Comite fiscal.
Le travail de pionnier de ce Comite a ouvert
une route sur laquelle les Nations Vnies ne pour
raient mieux faire que de s'engager.

Il propose par consequent l'etablissement
d'une Commission fiscale. Dne telle commis
sion devrait etre composee d'hommes dont l'au
torite est etablie, capables de traiter les divers
aspects de l'imposition et des finances publiques:
juridique, administratif, economique, statistique,.
technique, et assistes d'un secretariat competent.
Ainsi la commission serait capable de donner les
conseils et de repartir les infonnations que le
Conseil et les Etats Membres, ainsi que le grand
public, ant le droit de recevoir sur l'imposition
et les finances publiques.

M. CRANG (Chine) appuie la proposition de
creation d'une Commission fiscale. Les paliti

, ques d'imposition, si eUes sont mal appliquees,
sans coordination, risquent de constituer des bar
de:res commerciales.

En outre, les systemes fiscaux instables ou
compliques sont souvent un obstacle aux in
vestissements internationaux. La Commissiof).
fiscale projetee aiderait a etudier les aspects
fiscaux du probleme de la oirculation interna
tionale des capitaux.

Enfin, il est indeniable que les finances pub
liques et l'imposition sont des instruments jndis
pensables pour traiter lea maux universellement
reconnus que sont l'inflation et la depression
economique.

D'autre part, pour eviter que les travaux de
la Commission fiscale n'empietent sur ceux des
autres commissions, il semble desirable de limiter
son domaine, comme l'a suggere le representant

Moreover, unstable or cumbersome fiscal
structures were often obstacles to international
investment. The proposed Fiscal Commission
might help to study the fiscal aspects of the
problem of the international flow of capital.

and giving certain indications as to its composi
tion. It was understood that the tenus of refer
ence, structure and rules of procedure of the
Fiscal Commission would be finally determined
by the Council after this new Commission had
held its first meeting.

The Economic and Social Council had es
tablished commissions such as the Commission
on Human Rights, the Commission on Economic
and Employment Questions, and the Social
Commission, but it had as yet no Fiscal Com
mission, though taxation and the management
of government finance touched on all aspects
of human life. The effects of taxes depended
not only· on the taxes themselves but on what
the governments did with them. Public finance
was the economic basis of the life of the State,
a powerful means to eradicate the evils of exces
sive economic and social inequality, and also the
means of stabilizing business activity, maintain
ing employment and promoting economic de
velopment. At the same time, the knowledge of
fiscal techniques was restricted to too few initi
ates.

The League of Nations had recognized these
facts and had set up various bodies to study
fiscal problems which finally had given birth in
1929 to the Fiscal Committee. The pioneer
efforts of this Committee had opened a road in
which it was only fitting that the United Na
tions should engage itself.

He proposed, therefore, the establishment of
a Fiscal Commission. Such a Commission would
have to be composed of men of recognized au
thority, capable of dealing with the various
legal, administrative, economic, statistical and
other technical aspects of taxation and public
finance, and would have to be assisted by a
competent secretariat. In that way it would be
able to furnish the advice and distribute the
information on taxation and public finance
which the Council, the Member States and the
public at large were entitled to receive.

Mr. CRANG (China) supported the proposal
for the establishment of a Fiscal Commission.
Taxation policies, if unwisely conducted or not
co-ordinated, might constitute a trade barrier.

~s for the universally recognized evils of in
flatIOn and depression, it was indisputable that
governmental finance and taxation were indis
pensable instruments in dealing with such mat
ters.

At the same time, in order that the work of
the Fiscal Commission should not duplicate
that of other commissions, it seemed desirable
to confine its scope, as suggested in the pro-
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posal made by the representative of Colombia,
to the technical aspects of public finance.

The PRESIDENT suggested that, in order to
save time, this question might be referred to
the Committee of the Council deaHng with
economic questions, which should report on the
recommendations regarding the tenus of refer
ence and composition of such a commission.
The Council would have a full opportunity to
discuss the matter further after the Committee
had made its recommendations.

Decision: The President's proposal was
adopted.

Mr. AReA PARR6 (Peru) stated that his dele
gation considered this question a very important
one. He hoped that following the report of
the Committee, the proposal of the representa
tive of Colombia could be approved immedi
ately, in order that the Fiscal Commission should
get to work as soon as possible.

34. Question of the Establishment of a
Demographic Commission

Decision: The Council agreed that the
question of the establishment of a Demographic
Commission should be transmitted for considera
tion to the Committee of the Council dealing
with social questions. The Committee would
report on the terms ot'reference and composi
tion of this Commission.

35. Questions relating to certain Interna
tional Loans issued under the auspices of
the League of Nations: Memorandum pre
sented by the U.nited Kingdom delegation

(document E/49)

1\1r. PHILLIPS (United Kingdom) explained
the resolution proposed by the United Kingdom
delegation in connexion with the subject of
League loans (annex 11, page 330). Mter
the first world war, loans had been raised under
the auspices of the League to assist stricken
countries, and certain technical and judicial
functions had been exercised by the Council
of the League under arrangements between the
borrowing governments and those who sub
scribed to the loans. It seemed to his delega
tion that similar arran'gements should be made
for the continued exercise of those functions
which were not out of date, and that the proper
course would be for the Economic and Social
Council to undertake this task.

The functions were: first, the appointment 'of
trustees who acted on behalf of the bondholders;
second, the interpretation of the loan docu
ments; and, third, certain minor arbitral func
tions set out in part III of the Appendix to the
United Kingdom memorandum. These func
tions would involve no responsibilities for the
Council in connexion with the loans, nor any
financial commitments by any Member.

de la Colombie, aux aspects techniques des
finances publiques.

Le PRESIDENT propose, pour gagner du temps,
de renvoyer la question au Comite du Conseil
charge des questions economiques, en le char
geant de faire rapport sur les recommandations
touchant au mandat et a la composition d'une
telle commission. Il sera loisible au Conseil de
reprendre la question lorsque le comite aura fait
ses recommandations.

Decision: La proposition du President est
adoptee.

M. AReA PARRO (Perou) declare que sa dele
gation considere cette question comme tres im
portante. 11 espere qu'a la suite du rapport du
Comite, la proposition du representant de la
Colombie pourra etre adoptee immediatement,
de fa~on a permettre a la Commission fiscale de
se mettre au travail des que possible.

34. Question de la creation dfune Com
mission demographique

Decision: Le Conseil decide que la question
de la creation d'une Commission demographique
sera renuoyee au Comiie du Conseil charge des
questions sociales, pour examen. Cc Comite fera
rapp01't sur le mandat et sur la composition de
ceite commission.

35. Questions relatives a certains prets
internationaux consentis sous les auspices
de la Societe des Nations: Memorandum
soumis par la delegation du Royaume-Uni

(document E/49)

M. PHILLIPS (Royaume-Uni) donne quelques
explications sur la resolution de la delegation
du Royaume-Uni au sujet des emprunts lances
sous les auspices de la Societe des Nations
(annexe 11, page 330) . Apres la premiere guerre
mondiale, des emprunts ont ete lances sous les
auspices de la Societe des Nations pour venir
en aide aux pays frappes par la guerre, et le
Conseil de la Societe des Nations a exerce cer
taines fonctions techniques et juridiques en ap
plication des accords passes ~ntre les gouverne
ments qui beneficiaient des prets et ceux qui les
consentaient. Il apparah a la delegation du
Royaume Uni qu'il y aurait lieu de prendre des
dispositions analogues .pour que continuent ces
fonctions qui sont toujours d'actualite, et qu'il
appartiendrait au Conseil economique et social
d'entreprendre cette t~che.

Les fonctions en question sont les suivantes:
premierement, la designation des representants
des porteurs de parts, deuxiemement, l'interpre
tation des documents relatifs aux emprunts,
troisiemement, certaines fonctions arbitrales de
moindre importance, enumerees dans la troisieme
partie de l'annexe au memorandum du Royaume
Uni. Ces fonctions n'entrameraient aucune res
ponsaqilite du Conseil en ce <tui conce~ne les
emprunts, ni aucun engagement d'ordre f'man
ciel' de la part des Membres.

.,



New international anangements were now
being· made to provide funds for reconstruc
tion and it would be unfortunate, in the opin
ion' of his delegation, if the United Nations
did not take over the technical functions con
cerning previous .loans which had been issued
for the same purpose.

The United Kingdom delegation would not
press the point unduly, but could see no .politi
cal objections to the Council assuming' these
functions, which would only be exercised with
the consent of the parties concerned. If it were
felt necessary to make this clear in the resolu
tion, a clause such as the following could be
added:

"The Council resolves that it is willing to
exercise the functions at the joint request of
one or more Governments whose nationals
hold the bonds, and of the debtor Govern
ments, whether or not the debtor Govern
ment is a Member of the United Nations."

Mr. DEHOUSSE (Belgium) supported the
proposal of the representative of the United
Kingdom. His country was particularly inter
ested in the subject of this transfer, because
Belgium was among the guarantors of two loans
made to Austria in 1923 and 1932, and he
hoped that the transfer to the United Nations
would be so regulated that the loans would
not lapse with the disappearance of the League.

Mr. STINEBOWER (United States of Amer
ica) agreed that this was a problem with which
the Council should concern itself. His dele
gation, however, would like a little more time
to examine it in some of its further implications.
There would be, for example, certain questions
as to how the transfer of such functions would
fit into the current activities and functions of
the International Bank for Reconstruction and
Development.

With a view to examining these proposals
a little further, he suggested that the subject
remain on the agenda to be held over, for final
decision, to the third session of the Council.
In the meantime, the Secretariat might ascer
tain the exact amounts and the obligations
involved, as well as the provisions in the loans
which would involve responsibilities on the part
of the Council.

Mr. HANc (Czechoslovakia) thought it
doubtful that the question of the loans should
be considered by the Council, since a decision
to that effect had not been inserted in the perti
nent resolution of the General Assembly. Since
it was already on the ag'enda, however, he
asked permission to elaborate the position of
his delegation at the next session of the Council.

Mr. FEONOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Re
publics) said that the question of the transfer
of certain functions of the League of Nations
to the United Nations had been studied at the
first part of the first session of the General As
sembly, and that the result of this study was a
resolution laying down those functions of the
League which were to be carried on by the
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De nom'elIes conYentions internationales sont
en preparation pour procurer des fonds pour la
reconstruction et il serait regrettable, aux yeux
de la delegation du Royaume-Uni, que les Na
tion Unies ne reprennent pas les fonctions tech
niques relatives aux emprunts anterieurs, lances
dans le meme but.

La delegation du Royaume-Uni ne desire pas
insister outre mesure, mais elle n'entrevoit
aucune· objection politique a ce que le Conseil
assume ees fonctions, qu'il n'exercerait d'ailleurs
qu'avec le consentement des interesses. Si I'on
estimait necessaire de preciseI' ce point dans la
resolution, on pourrait y ajouter, par exemple,
une clause ainsi con~ue:

"Le Conseil decide d'assumer les fonctions
a la requete commune d'un ou de pll1sieurs
des Gouvernements dont.les ressortissants de
tiennent des obligations, et des Gouvernements
dcbiteurs, que ces derniers soient ou non
Membres des Nations Unies."

M. DEHOUSSE (Belgique) appuie la proposi
tion du representant du Royaume-Uni. Son pays
est particulicrement interesse a ce transfert, car
la Belgique est l'un des Etats gal'ants de deux
emprunts lances par l'Autriche, l'un en 1923,
l'autre en 1932, et il espere que la question du
transfert aux Nations Unies sera regIee de fa~on

que les prets ne deviennent pas cadues du fait
de la disparition de la Societe des Nations.

M. ST1NEBOWER (Etats-Unis d'Amerique)
pense, lui aussi, que c'est la un probleme dont le
Conseil devrait s'occuper. Toutefois, sa deIeg-a
tion desirerait avoir un peu plus de temps pour
examiner les consequences de cette resolution.
11 faut considerer, par exemple, les questions que
pourrait soulever la manicre dont le transfert de
ces fonctions s'integrerait dans les fonctions ac
tueHes de la Banque internationale pour la re
construction et la mise en va1eur.

Afin de pouvoir examiner ces propositions de
fac;on un peu plus approfondie, il suggere de
laisser ceUe question a l'ordre du jour et de
remettte la decision a la troisicme session du
Conseil. En attendant, le Secretariat pourrait
preciseI' les sommes et les obligations qui sont
en jeu, ainsi que les clauses des emprunts qui
engageraient la responsabilite du Conseil.

M. HANC (Tchecoslovaquie) se demande si
la question des emprunts doit bien etre soumise a
]'examen duo Conseil; en efIet, la resolution de
l'Assbnblee generale sur ce point ne contenait
aucune decision de ce genre. Cependant, puis
que la question a ete mise a I'ordre du jour, il
demande a exposer en detail le point de vue de
sa delegation a la prochaine session du Conseil.

M. FEONOV (Union des Republiql1es socia
listes sovietiques) rappeHe que le transfert de
certaines fonctions de la Societe des Nations aux
Nations Unies a fait I'objet, au cours de la
premiere partie de la premiere session de l'As
semblee generale, d'une etude qui a eu pour
resultat une resolution precisant lesquelles de ces
fonctions seraient reprises par les Nations Unies.
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United Nations. The functions of the League
of Nations in respect to loans were not included
in this list.

He pointed out that the League of Nations
had not been a guarantor of the loans under
discussion, and that the United Nations was
certainly under no obligation to assume func
tions in which the League itself had not been
directly involved.

Since, in the view of his delegation, there
was no link between the activities of the former
League with respect to loans and the task as
signed to the United Nations, the United Na
tions could not and should not take over these
functions. Furthermore, the question should
not be subjected to further study by the Coun
cil. He would not oppose the adjournment of
the discussion of this subject, although his dele
gation had already opposed the inclusion of the
subject on the agenda, and its position remained
unchanged.

Mr. ARGYROPOULOS (Greece) suggested that
in order to solve the question as to the regularity
of the study of this question by the Council
and in order to give time for members to con
sidcr it more fully, it should be referred back
to the General Assembly, Then, if the Assembly
referred it once again to the Council, it could
be dealt with during the next session.

Mr. BOUSQUET (France) supported this pro
posal.

Mr. KRASOVEC (Yugoslavia) agreed with the
United States representative that the question
should be adjourned until the next Council
session, when a detailed report could be pre
sented, without which neither the Council nor
the General Assembly could discuss the subject.

The PRESIDENT ruled, therefore, that, in order
that more time could be devoted to the study
of this question, it should be postponed for con
sideration until the third session of. the Council.
The Secretariat would meanwhile make a study
of the question and present factual data to the
Council.

Mr. HANC (Czechoslovakia) wished to have
it placed on record that he had expressed him
self against the competence of the Council to
discuss the matter, that he reserved the right
of his Government to define its attitude further
or to take any other action which it deemed de
sirable, should the matter be reconsidered by
the Council, and that, finally, in the view of his
Government, the future of these loans should
be settled by the Governments directly con
cerned, the borrowel:s, the lenders or the guar
antors.

Mr. ARGYROPOULOS (Greece) again sugges
ted that the situation could be regularized by
referring the question to the General Assembly,
which could decide whether the Council should
study the subject at its third session.

Mr. FEONOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Re
publics) sta~ed that his delegation could not
consent to the question being examinee;! again by
the Council. '

Les fonctions de la Societe des Nations concel
nant les prets ne figuraient pas sur cette liste.

;n fait remarque'r que la Societe des Nations
ne s'est pas portee garante des prets en question,
et que les Nations Unies ne sont certainement
pas obligees d'assumer des fonctions dans les
quelles la Societe des Nations n'a pas ete directe
ment engagee.

De l'avis de la delegation sovietique, il n'existe
aucun lien entre l'activite de la Societe des Na
tions concernant les prets et la tache assignee
aux Nations Unies; celles-ci, par consequent, ne
peuvent et ne doivent pas assumer les fonctions
en question. En outre, il n'y a pas lieu, pour
le Conseil, d'etudier ce point davantage.
M. Feonov ne s'oppose pas a l'ajournement de
la discussion; mais il declare que sa delegation
s'est deja opposee a la mise de cette question cl
l'ordre du jour, et sa position n'a pas change.

M. ARGYROPOULOs (Grece) suggere, pour
lever toute objection quant a la regularite de
l'etude de cette question par le Conseil et pour
donner un peu plus de temps aux membres qui
desirent l'examiner de fa~on plus approfondie,
de renvoyer la question devant l'Assemblee Re
nerale. Si l'Assembh~e, ason tour, la renvoie au
Conseil, celui-ci pourra l'examiner au cours de
sa proch'iiine session.

M. BOUSQUET (France) appuie cette proposi
tion.

M. KRASOVEC (Yugoslavie) pense, avec le
representant des Etats-Unis, que la question de
vrait etre reportee a la prochaine session du
Conseil; un rapport detaille, sans lequel ni le
Conseil ni l'Assemblee generale ne peuvent dis
cuter la question, pourrait alors etre presente.

Le PRESIDENT decide, en consequence, pour
que davantage de temps puisse etre consacre a
l'etude de la question, de renvoyer cellc-ci au
Conseil, pOUl' examen, au cours de sa troisieme
session. En attendant, le Secretariat reunira taus
les renseignements relatifs a la question et les
presentera au Consei!.

M. HANC (Tchecoslovaquie) desire voir ins
crire au proces-verbal les reserves suivantes: il
s'est prononce contre la competence du Conseil
sur la question; il reserve le droit de son Gou
vernement d'exposer son point de vue et de
prendre toute mesure qu'il jugerait desirable si
la question revenait a l'examen du Consej}; en
fin, l'opinion de son Gouvernement est que
l'avenir des emprunts devrait etre regIe par les
Gouvernernents directement interesses, les em
prunteurs, les preteurs et les garants.

M. ARGYROPOULOS (Grece) suggere a nou
veau de regulariser la question en la renvoyant a
l'Assemblee generale qui decidera si elle doit
ctre etudiee par le Conseil au coms de sa troi
sieme session.

M. FEONOV (Union des. Republiques soda
listes sovietiques) declare que sa delegation ne
peut accepter que la question revienne devant le
Conseil.
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Le President demande ensuite au President
du Comite de presenter le rapport.

M. McNEIL (Royaume-Uni), President du
Comite special des refugies et persannes de
placees, prend la parole en ces terme.<;:

Avant tout, je desire exprimer a mes col·
legues ma gratitude pour l'hanneur qu'ils
m'ont fait en m'appelant a la presidenee du
Comite special. C'etait la une tache ardue,
complexe et assez delicate et je n'aurais pas
et6 capable de la mener a bien--si toutefois

, Publie sous la forme d'une document separe.

La seance est levee a13 h. 30.
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36. Examen du rapport du Comite special
des refugies et personnes deplacees

(document E/Ref/75)
Le PRESIDENT rappelle au Conseil que, au

cours de sa premiere session a Londres en
fevrier, il a cree un Comite special des rHu
gies et personnes deplacees, dont les fanctions
etaient de proceder rapidement a un examen
complet des divers aspects du pl'obleme des
refugies et personnes deplacees de tauies cate
gories et de faire rapport a la deuxieme ses
sion du Conseil. Des instructions avaient ete
donnees au Comite pour que, au caUl'S de cet
examen et dans l'elaboration de son rapport,
i1 observe certains principes exposes dans la
resolution du Conseil economique et social.

Le President rappelle egalement que le
Comite se composait des representants d'un
certain nombre d'Etats Membres des Nations
Unies, et que le Directeur du Comite inter
gouvernemental des refugies et le Directeur
general de l'UNRRA avaient ete invites a
participer a ses travaux a titre consultatif. Le
Comite a siege plus longtemps qu'aucun des
comites nommes par le Conseil et son rapport
se trouve maintenant devant le Conseil (an
nexe 12)1.
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Le PRESIDENT explique que, la troisieme ses
sion du Conseil economique et social devant
avoir lieu avant la session de l'Assemblee gene
rale, aucune possibilite n'est exclue. A ce
moment, tout delegue pourra suggerer que le
Conseil n,est pas competent sur la question; il
sera egalement possible de decider, par un vote
a la majorite, que le Conseil est competent; ou
bien enfin le Conseil pourra decider de renvoyer
la question, dans son ensemble, devant l'Assem
blee generale.
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The PRESIDENT explained that since the third
session of the Economic and Social Council
would take place shortly before the session of
the General Assembly, no possibility was ruled
out. At that stage it would be open to any
member to propose that the Council had not
the jurisdiction to deal with the question; it
would be equally possible to decide by a ma
jority vote that the Council. had the ne~essary

jurisdiction; or the Council could deCIde to
refer the entire question to the General As
sembly.

The meeting rose at 1.30 p.m.

Pllle

36. Consideration of the Report of the Spe-
cial Committee on Refugees and Dis
placed Persons. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 90

President: Sir Ramaswami MUDALIAR
(India) .

36. Consideration of the Report of the
Special Committee on Refugees and Dis

placed Persons (document E/Ref/75)

The PRESIDENT reminded the Council that,
at its first session in London in February, it
had established a Special Committee on Refu
gees and Displaced Persons, whose functions
were to carry out promptly a thorough exami
nation, in all of its aspects, of the problem of
refugees and displaced persons in all categories
and to make a report thereon to the Council
at its second session. The Committee had been
advised, in making the examination and in pre
paring its report, to take into consideration
certain. principles set forth in the resolution of
the Economic and Social Council.

The President also recalled that the Commit
tee had been composed of representatives' of
a certain number of States Members of the
United Nations, and that the Director of the
Intergovernmental Committee on Refugees and
the Director-General of the United Nations Re
lief and Rehabilitation Administration had also
been invited to sit with the Committee in a
consultative capacity. The Committee had had
the longest session of all the committees ap
pointed by the Council, and its report was now
before the Council (annex 121

).

The President then called upon the Chair
man of the Committee to present its report.

Mr. McNEIL (United Kingdom) ChairmaJ.!.
of the Special Committee on Refugees and Dis
placed Personst made the following statement:

I first of all want to express my gratitude
to my colleagues for the honour they did me
in electing me Chairman of the Committee. It
was quite an arduous job, usually complex and
of some delicacy, and without the great under
standing and toleration which my colleagues,

, Published as a separate document.




