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IMPORTANCE OF THE UNIVERSAL REALIZATION OF THE RIGHT OF PEOPLES TO
SELF-DETERMINATION AND OF THE SPEEDY GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE TO
COLONIAL COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES ~OR THE EFFECTIVE GUARANTEE AND

OBSERVANCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS

Algeria, BQtswana. Bulgaria. Burkina Faso, CamerQQn, CQIQmbia,
Cuba. Ethiopia. German Democratic Republic. Ghana. Guatemala.
~a, India, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,
Madagascar, MQngolia, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Peru, Rwanda, Uganda,
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, United Republic of Tanzania,

Zambia and Zimbabwe: draft resolution

Use Qf mercenaries as a means to violate human rights and to impede
the exercise of the right of people tg self-determinatiQn

The General Assembly,

Recalling the purpQses and principles enshrined in the Charter Qf the United
Nations concerning the strict observance of the principles of sovereign equality,
political independence, territorial integrity Qf States and self-determination of
peQples, as well as a scrupulous respect for the principle of the non-use Qf threat
Qr the use of force in international relations, as developed in the Declaration Qn
Principles Qf InternatiQnal Law concerning Friendly Relations and CO-Qperation
amQng States, 11

Reaffirming the legitimacy of the struggle of peoples and their liberation
movements for their independence, territorial integrity, national unity and
liberation from colonial domination, ~arthe1g and foreign intervention and
occupatiQn, and that their legitimate struggle can in no way be CQnsidered as or
equated tQ mercenary activity,

11 ResQlution 2625 (XXV), annex.
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a.nQgn!llag that the use of mercenaries is a threat to international pOb~e anrl
st\curity,

D.lOp.l.Y-~oD.~Ju.nl.d about the mena~e that the activ~ties of mercenaries represent
t'or all States, particularly African. Central American and ot.her developinq Stat.es,

AlArm.~ at ~he emergence of new international criminal activities of
mercenar!•• , in collusior- with drug traffickers,

R.c.2-gnj,..I.jq~ ttat the activities of mercenades ,'\re contrary b..' thft fundamental
principles ~f international law, such as non-interference in the i~tern8l affairs
of States, territorial integrity and indepen~ence, and impede the process of tho
self -det.ermination of peoples strugglir.-; against colonialism, racism And APAr_th~iQ

end all forms of foreign domination,

RtJ:.Alj...lng: all of its relevant resolutions as well as those of thtt Securit.y
Council, the Economic and Social Council and the O~gadization of African Unity,
wh.i.ch, intII_-AliA, condemn any State that perm.lts or tolerates the recru.ltrnnnt,
financing, training, assembly. transit and use of mercen~ries, with the objective
of ovnrthrow.lng the Governments of States Mttmbers of the United Nations, especinl1y
against developing countries or against national liberation movements,

1lI.aR.!2.. TcI.lllQ.l.Inttl2 abo\lt t.he 101111 of life, the substantial damage to propert.y
and t.he short- and long·-term negative effects on the economy of southern African
countries reSUlting from mercenary aggression,

C~mvinc.~ that it is neceqsary to devftlop international co-operation among
StatfHI for the prevention, prosecution and punishment of such offnnces,

1. bpf..tlU.I.I.ltD .. D.Ppnc..1J.'tJ&n to the Special Rapporteur of the COIlUnlssion on
Human Rights for his report ZI 01 the question of the use of mercenariAs as l\ moallS

to violate human rights and to impede t.he exercise of the right of ,t?ooples to
self-determination,

2. CQlli11IDD.1. the recruitmftnt., fL1arH:ing, training, lult'Jemhly, transit and use
of mercenaries, as well as all othor forms of s pport to mArconaries for t.he
purpose of dostabilizing and overthrowing the Gov8rnm~nts of southern Africa and
r.ontral America and of other developing States Mid fighting against national
liberation movements of p~oples struggling for tho exercise of thoir right to
self-determination,

3. Af.tJuu. that the use of merc:enades as well as their recrui tment,
financing and trainJng are offences punishable in accordance wi~h existing
international law;
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4 StronglY,;Qodtlmns the racist. regime of South Africl' for its use of grcups
of ium.,d merCtHll\l·1tHI aqdin15t nationnl 1 1herl\t!on mov"ment.s I\nd ~or the
dOflt/:'\h.ilizl'\t.ion of t.he Government.s of f1out'hern A.frican f>ti'\t."S1

5. O..vOQI,.\OCU3 any St.at.e that pftrsiHUl in the rocruit.mont., 01 permit.s 01'

toleratQ8 th~ recruitment, of morcfln~ries I\n~ provides f~cilitiA8 to them for
launching armed aggression against other States1

G. UrQV5 all States to take the necessary steps and exercise the utmost
iql1ance iig. inst the men~ce posed by the activities at mercenarios ~nd to ensuro,

by both adnlinlstratlvA and leqislativ(' !1l(H\SUreS, t.hrlt. the territ.ories of those
St~te3 and other terrItories under thoir control, a~ WAll as their n~tionals, are
not used for the recruitmont, assembly, financing, training and transit of
mercenaries, or for t.he pll\nning of activiti~e designed to destabillze or overthrow
the Govelnment of any State and fight the naUonl\l liherat.ion OlOVemAl.ts struggling
against racism, ~p~~theid, colonial domination and foreign intervention or
occupation;

1. C~ll~ upon all States to extend humanitarian assistance to victims of
situations resulting from the use of mercenaries, as well as from colonial or alien
domination or toreign ~ccupation1

8. CorHLi~er~ it tnodmilSeJibl0 to use cl'Mnnels of humilnitarian and other
assistance to finance, train and arm mercenaries;

9. Welcome:os the provisions of: Cnmmis::-;.ion on H\ll11an rHghts resolut.ion 1968/7
of 22 Fehruary 1988 3/ dimed at giving the Special Rapportour the [\111 opportunity
to carry out his mandate most effActivoly;

10. 6uque~ts the Secretary-Goneral to pre~ent to the Genera] A&sembly, at its
forty-fifth se9~10n, a report on the use ()f mercenaries.

:ee OffiGi~l 8ecor~5 o( the Economic and Social Council, 1908, Supplement
rriqflndum (E/1988/1i. and eorl".l), chap. Il, sect. A.
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