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1. At its 1st Plenary neetiug, on 19 Septernber 1989' the General Assembly' in
accordance with rule 28 of its rutes of procedure' aPpoinEed a credengials
cornmittee for its forty-fourth session consisting of the fo]louing Member states:
Antigua and Barbuda, Australia, China, colornbia' Malawi' PhiliPPines' Uniotr of

soviJt Socialisc RePublics, Unitett states of America and zaire' AL the same

meecing, the A.ssembty also authoriaed the Credential's Conunittee to examine anil

report, to the extent possible, on the credentials subnittetl for rePreseEtatives tso

the sixteenth speciar session of bhe General Assembly' namely' the special sessiolt

onaDartheidanditsdestructiveconsequencesinsout}rernAfricatobeheldlfrom
12 to 14 Decetnber 1989.

2. The Credentials Cornnittee held its first meeting on 11 October 1989'

3. Mr. Adeito NzengeYa Bagbeni (Zaire) was unanitnously elected Chairman'

4. The committee had before iL a rnemorandurn by the secretary-Gene ral ' dated

10 October 1989, on the status of credentials of rePresentatives to the

forty-fourth regular session and to the sixteenth sPecial session' The memolandum

indicated that, as at 10 October 1989, credentials for the forty-fourth regular
session issued by the Itead of State or Goverttment or by the Minister for foreign
Affairs, as provided for in rule 27 of the rules of procedure of the General

Assembly,hadbeensubrnittedbyl25Memberstates(AfghanisLan,A]'bania,Afgeria,
Angola, Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Barbados' Belgiutn' BeLize' Benin'

Bhutan, Botswana, Btazi], Brunei Darussalarn, Bulgaria' Burkina Faso' Burundi'
Byelorussian Soviet socialist Republic, Cameroon' Canada' Central African Republic'

ciite, crrina, colombia, Comoros, costa Rica' C6te d'Ivoire' cuba' cl?rus '
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Czechoslovakia, Denocratic Kanpuchea, Democratic yemen, Denmark, Dominica, Ecuador,Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Fiji, Fin1and, Fraace, cabon, carnbia, cermanDemocratic Republic, Germany, Federal Republic of, chana, Greece, crenada,Guatenala, Guinea, Guyana, Ilungary, fcelanct, Indotesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of),Iraq, freland, IsraeL, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Nenya, Kuwait, Lesotho,Liberia, Libyan Arab Jarnahiriya, r_urembou-rg, Madagascar, ialawi, lfaiaysia,Maldives, Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius. tteiico, Moagolia, Morocco, t.to-zanbique,Myarunar, Nepal, Nethertands, Nicaragua, Niger, Norway, Oman, pakistan, panama,Papua New Guinea' paraguay, philippines, porand, poriugal, Qatar, nomania, saint.Lucia, Saint vincent ana ine er"oiiio"", S"r"a, sa,rai Arabia, Senegal, SierraLeone, Singapore, Solonon Islands, Spaia, Sudan, Surinarne, Swazilaid, Syrian ArabRepublic, Thailand. Togo, Trinidad and tobago, Tunisia. Turkey, Ug.rd., Ukrainiansoviet sociarist Repubric, union of soviet iociarist Republicl, uiitea Ki.ngdom ofGreat Britain alrd Northern- Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania, Vanuatu,Venezuela, yenen, yugoEl.avia, Zaire ana Zanbii).
5' The rnemorandum also indicatett that, as at 10 october 19g9, credentials for thesixteenth speciaf session issued by tlte Head of St.ate or Government or by theMinister for Foreiga Affairs, as provitted for in rule 27 0f the rures of procedureof the ceueral AssenbLy, had been submitted by 34 Member States (Alballia, Baharnas,Benin' Bhutan' Brazir, Bulgaria, Burkina Fasoi ayelorussian soviet sociaristnepublic, Chile, Cyprus, Ecuador, Fiji, Ganbia, Ghana, Hungar", ,..q, israef,Lesotho, Liberia, Luxernbourg, Maldives, Uauritania, Uauritiusl Uyu"r.r,Netherlands' Norway, pakistan, Qatar, saint Lucia, samoa, rurkeyi utiainran sovietsociallst Repubric, united Kingttom of Great Britain and Northerr rreland andveneuuela).

6. The Legal Counsel. informed the Connittee tnat, subsequent to the preparationof the memorandun, additional credentiats in due form with respect to theforty-fourth requrar session had been subrnittei by 11 Menber sbates (Bor.ivia,Burkina Faso l/, Guinea-Bissau, Haiti, Eonduras, MaIi, New zealand, Sao Tome andPrincipe, Seycheltes, United Arab Enirates and Uruguay). with respect to thesixteeDth speciar. sessiou, he informed the conrmittee that attditionar credentialshad been subrnitted by four Menber States (Burkina Faso I/, Denocratic Kampuchea,Haiti and Seychetles ) .

7. The Leqal Counsel explained to Ehe Corunittee that the Secretary_Gene ral ,srnernoraridum, as supplenented by the additionaJ. infornation he had provided to theCoNnittee, retated sofeLy to the Mernber States thae had subnitted formalcredentials for their representatives in accordance with rule 27 0f the rules ofprocedure of the General Assembly. The Legal counsel indicated also that at alater stage the secretary-General would reiort io the cornmitEee on the credentialsof representatives to the forty-fourth regi.rtar sessioa aDd to the sixteenth speciar.session of other Member states whose forrnir credentiats had not yet been receivedat the time of the Conmittee,s first meeting.

8. statenents relating to the credentiars of repre sent.ative s of Menber statesL'ere nade by the representatives of the union of soviet sociarist Repubr.ics, theUnited States of Arnerica, the philippines and China.
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9, the rePreseDtative of the union of soviet socialist RePublics saitt-his
delegation oPPosed the accePtance of the credentiats of the rePresentatives of the

so-called "Democratic xu.p,,'"f,aa" and favoured the restoratioD of the Legitirnate

rights of the State or cairbodia iu the United Natioas' In the light of the

significant chatrges occurrinq in Carnbodia' that country's seat ought to remain

vacart pending the conPfetioo of tf'" iltra-Kbner dialogue and the formation of a

new government in that counEry'

l0.TherePresentativeoftheUDitedStatesofA'nericastahedthatthecredentials
of the rePresentatives of Democratic KamPuchea ttrere clearl'y in order' fulfi11e'l the

requirenents of rute 27 of the rules of proced"re' had already been accepted by the

General Assenbly ro. " n,',tuat of years a-nd snould therefore be accepted ats the

currents ses sioD.

It. ahe rePresentative of the PhiliPPines stated chat the Cotnnittee should note

that the so-called Vietnamese withdriwal fron Kampuchea had not _been. 
carr ied out

under effective international supervision and control ' as specified ia the

resolutions on xampucnea 
"toptaa^ 

ty th€ General Assenbly over the years' The

Kampuchean questiou *"" " 
poiiti""-l i""o" beyond the cornpetence of the credentials

committee under rules zl 
^ia 

zg of the rutes of procedure of the Generat Assenbly'

ttle nandate of the comnicbee was to examiDe the credentials of representatives to

delermi[e lthether theY trad been issued by the Head of state or Government or by the

Minister for Foreigtr Affairs. These rules afforded the Corunittee no scope to take

up or pass uPon the question of their autbority to issue credentials on behalf of

the State concerneal, which t as a question of recognition of the representation of a

Member Statei it ldas for other foruns to take uP thac question' Every-.State'

Democratic Kampuchea included, had a right to rloresentation in every United

Nations iEtergovernnental body of whi,ch it was a- nernber. The proPosed "emPty seat"

solution t{as therefore ,loua."|t"btt to tris delegation' which saw no reason wlty

Denocratic KamPuchea shoutd n;t be sbated together witt! other Menber Staces at the

current session of the General Assernbly. Recent develoPnents ditl not change the

fact that Democratj'c r"tpo"hea ttas the tegitirnate rePresentative of the Kampuchean

people. The cretlentials that had been submitteA were in order' and he was

confident that they would, as iD the Past, be accePted by the Conmittee and

endorsed bY the General Assenb1y'

L2, The representative of China stated that over many years the United Nations had

made correct decisions on the credentials of the delegation of Democratic

Kampuchea. At the current session, one nember of the Cotnmittee ha'l expresssd

reservations or objections on this questiolt' lhe rePresentative of-china stated

that, as was knottn to all, Democratic Kanpuchea t"" i f' 11 menber of the United

Nat.ions anal the coalition Gover nent of Dernocratic KamPuchea ldas the sole legal

government of KamPuchea. It was oaly natural that Denocratic KamPuchea should

occuPy the couatry's legal seat in the u4ited Nations' The Heng sarnrin r6gime

proppeal uP by the rot"ti of foreign aggression could in no way rePresent the peoPLe

of that country. The Chinese ttelegation recornmended that the Credentials Connittee

accept the cretlentiats of the delegation of Democratic Kampuchea'

t3. The same rePresenlative reiterated' with regard to the credentials of the

reDresentatives of Afghanistan, that although the accords on the question of
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Afghanistan had been signed and lrere in effect, they were stilt in the process ofbeing irnplernentedr a final setclenent of the lueseion had yet. to be achieved. Thechinese detegation, therefore. stilt took .o Jttia,,a" of, rlservation reqarai.ng theparticipatio! bv the Afghatr delegatio! in the curren. 
";";i;;-;;-ai. c""..",AssenbLy.

14' The representative of the uait€d states stateat that his deregation had notobjectetr to the credeatials of the represent"li,r." oa Afghanistan because of thetechnical nature of the credentials eiercise.
15' The representative of the union of soviet sociar.ist Republics stateat thac hecould only view the statements ,nade wiEtr regard to Lhe credentials of therepresentative of Afghanistan, a sovereign independent State, an active menber ofthe 

- 
Movement of Non-Arigned countries an6 a ruri-rredged Menber of the unihedNations' as an atcenpt io distort historicar ana poriiicar rearit.ies. He regrettedthat such statenents ran cou.ter to the full and comprehensive settlenent of th€

::.T::": Tlgurgi"S Afghanisran, ,nrricr, mosi-Ue f,.r.suea rhrough rhe implernertarionrn good faith of the Geneva accords.

16. The Chairrnan proDosed that, taking into account the sEaternents tnade by theLegar counsel and bv irernbers of the cornnittee, lrhich would be reflected in theconmittee's report' the comnittee should adopE the folrowing draft resotutioa:
"The CredentiaLs Corntni ttee,

- "Having exarnined the credentials of the representatives to theforty-fourth sessio! atrd to the sixteenth special session of the GeneralAssenbly of the Menber Stabes referrea to iir paragraphs 4, 5 and 6 of thisreport,

- "Taking into accoupt
ourrng the debate,

"Accepts the credentials of the representatives of the Member Statesconcerned. "

The draft resolution proposed by the chairnan lras adopted wichout a vote.
18' The Chairman lhen proposed lhat the conmittee should reconunend to the Generar.Assembly the adoption oi a draft resolution (see para. 20). The proposal wasadopted without a vote.

19. rn the light of the foregoing, the present report is subnitted to the GeneralAs senbLI/.

the various reservations expressed by delegations

L7,
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RECOMMENDATION OF THE CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE

20. The Cr€dentials conmittee recortrneads to the General Assembly th6 adoPtion of
the following draft resolution:

Credentials of representatives to the forty-fourth session and.

to the sixteenth sPecial session of the General Assenbly

?he GeneraL Assenblv

Approves the firsts rePort of the Credentials Cornnittee '

Notes

L/ New credeatials to rePface those Previously submitted.


