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the. hn1 DSula. The pneraJ. 1.IIRroVellleDt iD 11YiDs c0D41tioos vas retlected 10 tbe

~et th.t:t. populati~ ot"Fe~ Poo had bCre8Sed:bY 49 per cent· aD4 .tbat ot,. . .
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• .... ••.•• • _, I • • • ,'. ;'.. •
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_terD1ty boeplta1a bad multlpUe4 aD4 90 per c-' of all cbf l4reD were banl 1D

boep11;a1a. !bI mea..,. p&eI1Satr1o aDI1 SIIfat-oate tacWU. -.s bee provUe4 a4

tbe 1DtaDt mortality nte iD boep1tala ba4 __ nduce4 to 20.4 tor ft'Iffq 1,000

births. Ta per ceot of the W4p't tal- ap.Dlab lIQ,uator1al Afrlca •• a11ocate4 to
public bealth Dcl that 8.. bad be- 1DcNUea tor tbe CUlT_ ftMQc1al JIU' 'bJ
.... tbu 1 "'1'100 pesetas. ID4ee4, the~ IpeIIt~ OD bea1th

exce.4ed. tbe t1sure 10 I8D7 of tb8 COUDtrlee 10 the e.. IWa8D4o Poo aDd Rl0

IUl1 alao beet1ted traa tbe work of 'the IDatltute of 'fro.plcal IIe41c1De :iD lIIc!rld.

SpaD1ah Bqua'tor1al Atrlca hacl atta1De4 ClDe ot the ht.ut levela of echool1nc

iD alJ. Africa. ID 1960, ODe of fI'Ier7 ellbt 1Dhabltut. bad beeD att."Una
school aD4 10 IWDaD40 Poo' 1ll1teracy had bes a1IMMt ...d1ca'te4. ID the pan

decade, the nWliber of achoole aDd e4ucat1oaaJ. c_tres had more tbaD doubled. !be

Bpm1ah OoftrlDeDt appropr1a1ie4 • 8111 ot appron_tel¥ ~.5 JI1Ulca peseta. 111

the res10D8l buc1pt eolely rar teacb1DI staff, teecb1nS.ter1ale aDd aUowaDc...

!'be 8CCXlC1J7 of SpaD1ah lq..tor1al Africa .s baaedpr~ CD ap1.culture,

iD partlcular CD 'the productlCD ot cocoa 10 I'erDaD4o Poo aDd OD torestn and the

oof'tee crop 111 Rl0 Ibd.. 'rbe favourable retUl'll tr<B u;parta traI the repOD .a

due pz-~ to 'tbt tact tbat the entire pro4Uct1CD na abaatb" by tbe proViDe.

ot tbe PeD1neu1Aa at mucb hi'" price. thaD could be obta1De4 OD the world .-rlret.
At the _ tiM, UDder its Deve10pDct PleD 8pIiD ba4 set 111 IIOtlQD • props •

of 41vereWcatlOD of crops, es'tabli.....t of re1a'ted 1DdU8tn.., deve10pleDt

of t1aMnc,~t at porta aDd ce:.-mi catlau, Idneral research, ....lOD

or tnde aDda~ of -.cU\a aDd leas-term credit. It bad UD4ez'taJDID

• a~ea of _aurea 4..1pe4 to rai.e~ 1DcCDe aa rapic11¥ a. poa.1b1e

to tbe level preva1]1nl iD tbe other ~V1Dc•• of 8I»a1D. At a 181ier stap, ..

vou14 provide the Ca-dt1iee With .... detailed 1Dtaz..-tica OD the priDcl»al

asricul1iural products of tbe aree.

J'erDaD4o Poo had two 80urC•• ot·paver, ~ul1c aDd tbei.-l. Ita road

Detvark we be1D8 exteD4e4 to cover tbe eutire 1.1aD4. Rio IUl1~ ha4 aD

exteD8ive Mtvork ot roa4a aDd tbe larpet propertlCD ot the public vara budpt

bK 'beeD .11oea~ tor turtber 1II'I'OV'••Dt. Beta, 1D Rl0 1IuD1, bad aD

iDterDa1ilODal airport, eDCl • Dew a1rt1e14 CQab1e ot ace-- cdatiDI all tJpea ot
clQEmerc1a1 ;p.'LeD.... be1D&~ at santa I.aMllD remtm40 Poo. 8Id.pJd.DI

taeWt1., hawe..,., tbrouIb 8aMa Iaabel, tbe pz-1Dc1Jal ;pan, wee **
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Nasi; ot the trade at Spanish Equatorial Atr1ca' s vith the Peninsula,
with the result that the region bad always enjoyed. a tavourable balaDce ot trade.
QoVerDIDeDt price policy had been a1med at preveat1Dg any sudden rise in the cost
at liviDg and DIl1Dta11'a1Dg pr1ce stability. Despite many handicaps, those
objectives bad been achieved: the average increase in the cost ot living bad
Dot excl!eded 3.88 per cent in the last three years and vas less tban tbat iD IIIBDJ'
European countries and most African States; price leveJ.s bad remained lowe~· than
those ot neigbbour1Dg countries, so that the purcbaslDg power ot the 1Jlhabitents
was among the highest in Africa.

In recent years, the Spanish Government bad devoted particular attention to
the labour situation in the region. Generally speaking, emplo)'DleDt possib1l1tiea
greatly exceeded available manpower. CODsequen~, there was a considerable
intlux ot workers from neighbour~g tenitories, tor wbom the high level. ot liv1Dg
proVided added inducement. The Developaent Plan sought to provide more
apportUDities tor employment, eSPecially in the industrial sector.
On 9 January 1963 a decree bad been enacted in the Peninsula establlsb1Dg a
minimum wage ot 60 pesetas a day tor all S~n1sh workers. Even before that decree
had been enacted, however, tbe real wages ot workers in Spanish Equatorial Africa
had been higher tban the new minimum. The income ot the region bad been est~te4
at about $25.4 million a year, while tbe 2!r capita incane amounted to $lO3.
Indeed, the per cap1ta income ot IPernando Poo was higher than that ot ten proV1Dcee
in ~ Penin8ula. While tbe figure tor Rio MuDi was considerably lower, it .bauld
be ~"rDe in mind tbat most ot the inhabitants ot Rio Muni were self-employed
property owner8 aDd not wage-earners, and that Rio Mun1 IS econc.my was based
largely OD consumption ot i t8 own products and on barter.

The cQPt1nuous and rapid develOpDeDt ot Fernando Poo and Rio MuD1 and the
steady rise in their levels ot liv1nS bad been assured by tbe progressive iDcr•••
in budgetary apPl'Opriations tor them trom 14 m1llion pesetas in 1939 to
462 mjllion pesetas in 1963. )k)st at tbat sum was spent OD public works, urban
improvement, health" education aDd assistance to the local adm1nistrat1on8. All
protits from the development ot the region were re-invested there, income taxes
were levied according to ability to pay" aDd taxation in seneral was lover than 111
the Peninsula.

The meet1ng rose at ll.~ a.m.
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Most, ot the trade at Spanish Equatorial Atr1ca ~ a vith the Peninsula,

with the result that the region bad always enjoyed a tavourable balance ot trade.

(JoVerDIDeDt price policy had been aimed at preventiDg any sudden rise in the coat

at living and DIlinta1n1Dg price stability. Despite IIJ8DY handicaps, those

objectives bad been achieved: the average increase 111 the cost ot 11v:1ng bad

not exc~eded '.88 per cent 111 the last three years and was less tbaD that iD JIIID7

European countries and most Atrican States; price levels had remained lowe~' than

those ot neighbouring countries, so that the purchasiDg power at the iDhabitents

was emong the highest in Africa.

In recent years, the Spanish GovernllleDt bad devoted particular attention to

the labour situation in the region. Generall.7 speaking, emplo)'Dlf!l1t possibilities

greatly exceeded ava1lable manpower. Consequen~, there was a considerable

1ntlux of workers from neighbour~g terntories, tor whom the high level. of 1iV1Dg

proVided added inducement. The Developaent Plan sought 'to provide more

opportunities tor employment, especially in the industrial sector.

On 9 January 196' a decree bad been enacted in the Peninsula establ1shiDg a

m1nimum wage ot 60 pesetas a day tor all SiNlDish workers. Even before that decree

had been enacted, however, tbe real wages ot workers in Spemish Equatorial Africa

bad been h1sber tban the new JD1Dimum. The income ot the region had been 8stt.te4

at about $25.4 million a year, while the per capita !DCClDe amounted to $J.O'.
Indeed, the per caplta income of Fernando Poo was higher tban tbat ot ten proV1Dcee

iD the Peninsula. While the figure tor Rio MuDi was considerably lower, it ebould

be ~orne iD mind tbat DlOst ot the inbab1tants of Rio Nun! were sea-employed

property owners aDd Dot wage-earners, and that Rio Mun1 IS ecODc.my was based

larply OD cODSUlll,PtiOD ot its own products and on barter.

The cc::ctinUOU8 and rapid develOpDeDt of Fernando Poo and Rio MuDi and the

steady rise in their levels at living bad been assured by the progressive iDcrease

in budpt&ry appropriations tor them from 14 m1llian pesetas 111 19'9 to

462 mjl11cm pesetas iD 196'. )k)st ot tbat sum was spent on public works, urban

improvement, health, educat101l and assistance to the loca1 adm1nistrat1ons. All

profits trom the development ot the region were re-invested there, income taxes

were levied according to ability to pay, and taxation in general lIBS lover than 111

the Peninsula.

The meet1r1S rose at ll.~ a .m.


