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EDUCATIONAL CONDITIONS IN NON-SELF-GOVERNING TERRITORIES (A/AC.35/L.179/Rev.l,
L.160, L.181)(continued)

Mr. HOO (Assistant Secretary-General), replying to a question asked
at the previous meeting, said that the joint Indian and Burmese draft resolution
(A/AC.35/L.179/Rev.1l) would entail no additional expenditure. If, however, the
United Kingdom amendment (A/AC.35/L.1°1) were adopted, the position would te
nore complicated, for the Technical Assistance Administration had found that the
proposed procedure would not fit into its normal services and appropriate
administration procedures would have to be devised. Since the Technical
Assistance Administration, like the other units of the United Nations Secretariat,
care under the general authority of the Secretary-General, it would be best if
the resolution were addressed to the Secretary-General rather than to particular

agencies, leaving it to him to decide on the most suitable procedures.

Mr. SINGH (India) wondered if the revised text of the joint draft
resolution would meet some of the United Kingdom objections. The addition of

the words "inter alia" should have m.de the second paragraph of the preamble

acceptable. The sponsors agreed with the United Kingdom delegation that
raragraph 1 of the operative part was badly placed and suggested that it should
teccme paragraph 4.  Paragraphs 2, 3 and 4 would ther become 1, 2 and 3
respectively. Since the very simple procedure proposed in the draft resolution
would entail no additicnal expense, while the United Kingdom delegation would

do so, the Indian delegation hoped that the United Kingdom delegation would

not press its amendment.

With regard to the Guatemalan amendment, the Indian delegation felt that
the Conmittee should continue to be formally responsible for the procedure, even
though in practice the Secretary-General would execute it. There seemed little
to be gained by making a distinction between the Secretary-General and the

Secretariat.

In reply to a question from Mr. LOOMES (Australia), Mr. HOO (Assistant
Secretary-General) confirmed that the Secretariat could undertake the

additional work under the draft resolution without extra staff.
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Mr. GIDDEN (United Kingdom) szid thau the improvements suggested by the
Indien representative would meke it possible to withiraw parasgraphs 1 and 2 of tp,
United Kingdom amendment but paragraphs 3, 4 and 5 would have to be maintained,
Although the use of the Technical Assistance Administration and the specialized
agencles might require new procedures, there seemed to be no real difficulty,
The United Kingcdom delegation continued to believe that no new procedure wasg
required et all, but that if the Committee was determined to introduce one it
should follow the existing scholarship arrangements under the Technical Assistance
Administretion and the specialized agencies rather than the procedure which had
been devised for the Trust Territories. The United Kingdom delegation was

|

oppoted in principle to the equating of the Trust Territories and the Non-Self-
Governing Territories.

The CHAIRMAN put the United Kingdom amendment to the vote, paragraph

by paragraph. ..

-

Puragraph 3 of the United Kingdom amendment was adopted by 7 votes m33,
with 2 abstentions.

Paragraph 4 was ndopted by 7 votes to 5, with 2 abstentions,
Paragraph 5 was adopted by 7 votes to 5, with © abecentions.

Mr. ARENALES (Guatemala) withdrew his amendment (A/AC.35/L.180).

The CHAIRMAN put the Jjoint Indian and Burmese draft resolution, as

amended, to the vote,

The Indian and Burmese resolution, as amended, was adopted by 10 votes to

none, with 5 abstentions,

Mr. PIGNON (¥rance) explained that he had abstained from voting in
order to reserve his Government's pcsition until ‘he matter came before the

General Assembly.
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTIONS 222 (III), 44& (V) and 747 (VIII): COMMUNICATIONS
RELATING TO THE CESSATION OF THE TRANSMISSION OF INFCRMATICN: GREENLAND
(A/AC.35/L.155 and Corr.l)

Mr. BRUN (Denmark) reminded the Committee of the note of
3 September 195°3 in which his Government had informed the Secretary-General
*hat on 5 June of that year a constitutional amendment had been adopted whereby
tne status of Greenland had changed from that of a Non-Self-Governing Territory
;0 that of an integral part of the Kingdom of Denmark, its people being
represented in the Danish Parliament on an equal footing with the rest of the
Danish population. The Danish Government had added that in the light of that
change it considered its responsibilities under Chapter XI of the Charter to be
terminated and had therefore decided to cease transmitting the information
required by Article T3 e.

Greenland's history as a Non-Self-Governing Territory had been somewhat
different from that of other Territories, in that it had never been a colony in
the classical sense of the word. From the time of its discovery in the tenth
century, when it had been settled by Scandinavian immigrants, it had always been
connected with one of the Nordic realms. It had come under the Deanish-
Norwegian Crown, remaining with Denmark when the two countries had separated
in 1814. Though the Norseme: there hraddied out after five centuries and their
place had been taken by Eskimos migrating from Canada, the Danish Kings had
always considered themselves Kings of Greenland. In the early 18th century
the missionary Hans Egede had established the principle which had since been
the basis for Danish work in Greenland that the Greenlanders should enjoy the
same fundamental rights as all other peoples. Denmar" itself had at that time
been governed by an absolute monarchy and there had therefore been no question
of Greenland's becoming autonomous. In 184y the Danish people had acquired the
free constitution unde» which they were still living. The provisions of that
constitution had not been extehded to Greenland, for a very good reason. The
Eskimo people had become thoroughly adapted to the rigorous conditions in which
they lived; their economy, indeed their lives, depended entirely on the seal,
wvhich gave them food, fuel, clothes and material for building their boats and
houses. The Greenlanders were & hardy, independent, self-supporting and

undoubtedly happy pecple. It was that condition that the Danish Government had
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endeavecirs1 tc maintain for two hundred sears after Hans Egede's arrival thers;
it had given the yrecrle cchools ana a hesrlth service but had sheltered then
from the outside influencec which would have disrupted their econcr., and way of
life. It had thercfore excluded Greenl=nid fron the 184y Constitution.

ell-government had been instituted in the 1650's and had

Neverthelesgs, lccail

{2}

cince teen exterdsd aiain and again. I.1iteracy had teen practicaily elinmirates
in the 1-50's.

After 1.,2C, however, great changes had begun tc cceur. The climate of
Greenland had tencme warrer. with the resilt that the seal had become more and
nmore scarce. Meanwhilc the ropulaticn had teen rapidly increasin:s in nwsiter.
Fortuvnately another res 1t of the change in clirute had been the appearance of
fish in Gre.nlar wzterc in a numkter hitherts unsncwn. Thue fishing had
replaced seal hurting as the grincipal occuraticn of the Greenlandcrs and the
new industry nhad regulted in the introiuction of 2 money econcmy into Greenland,
forcing the Greenlander to ~dcpt a co-orerative rather than an individualist
way of life. The revolutionary chance in Greenland's econcmic life and the

maturity gained Uy the JSreenlandsrs thrcugh educaticn ana through participation

r

in pclitical lire had necessarily led to = change <f 5Greenland's political status
within the Danish realrn. The ctjective of the Danish Geverrment's policy was
no longer to protect the Greenlanders thrcugh isrlation, but to l=2ad them intc
the Danish comminity as citizens cn an squal rocting, in every respect, with
other citizens. There nad never, incidentally, teen any racial di..riminaticrn.

as was illustrated by the fact that the ropulaticn of Greenlarnd wae of mixed

S

Scandinavian-Esxirc origin.

In 2dditicn to the foregcing changes. Greenland's gecgrayhical po on had
azequired 2 new significance as medern means of communication develored;
Creenland wag in fact near the focus of great economic activity and zany of
the shortest air routes tetween the great centres of porula.icn passed over the
tervitory.

As 1 result of all those developments, and in accordance with the wicshes

O

of the people, Denmar. i~3 adopted a new policy towards Creenland. When
Cons*ituticnal chanyes ! .ad been introduced in 1453, an amendrent had been
adopred which incluled Greenland in Denrark cc an inte ral part with the same
ights 2..a privileges as were rossessed by other parts of the Kingdom.
ur2enland was ncw represented in the Danish Parliam:nt ty two reprecentatives

elected by direct sccret ballot, and possessed an >lectorate composed in r
—ﬁ‘




-

A/AC.35/SR.1C2
English
Page 7T

exactly the same way as the Danish e.zctirate. This was in [lact an cver-
renresentation, as one representative woulu bear a closer proportion to the
nurber of zlectors.

Greenlsnd had therefore ceac=d to bc 2 Non-Self -Governing Territory within
the meaning of the Charter and Denmark was no longer required tc submit
information under the t.rms of Article 73 e,

In ceasing to ve an administrative Fower, Denxark would automatically
withdraw from membership of the Committee.

It had always been the policy of Denmark to assist the population of
Greenland in its march tow.rds a richer liie. Greenland had never for Denmark
been an object of exploituiion. Denmarx had invested great amouits in
Greenland's industries, in its health service, schools ar i purlic tilities.

It was a great task tocreate in Greenland cconditions parallel to the conditions
in other parts ot Denmark but that task would pe carried through.

On leaving the Committee he wished tc express his appreciation of the
frien liness 7.nd co-operation he had 2 .ways received from its members. He
thanked the Secretariat for all its help; the visit Mr. E~o and Mr. Benson
had paid to Greenland some years earlier had been particularly appreciated.

The Danish delegation had learned much from his participation in the Committee's

work and it was not without regret that he bade it farewell.

The CHAIRMAN, on btechalf of the Commi* ee, welcomed the Greenland
zembers of the Danish delegation. Their presence at the sessicn was a
rractical application of the principles of Chapter XI of the Crarter. It
was the General Assembly's duty to ensure that, when a Territcry attained a
full measure of self-gorernment . that self-government was effective and real;
in that context the presence of tlie Greenland members was of deep symoolic
significance. The Danish Government's communication (A/AC.§S/L.15E end Corr.l)
represented the first instance of the practical application of General Asszmbly
resolution T2 (VIII) and would be considered ty the Committee in a spirit of
international co-operat.on which Mr. Tannung, the previous Danish representative
on the Ccmmiovtee, wculd approve. He hoped the Danish representative would
convey to his Government the Committee's appreciation of Mr. Lannung's work

at previcus sessions.

Mr. SINGH (India) pointed out tkat Indian policy with regard to the

cessation of the transmission of inforuation was consistent in all cases.
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The United States Report Uy the President to the Congress for the Year 1,93.

US Participation in the UN referred on page 183 to the Indian proposal, nade

in the Fourth Committee of the General Assembly, eighth session for the
establishment of an ad hoc committee to hear Puerto Rican minority political
rarties. An important principle was reaffirmed in the United States
representative's statement, recorded on page 184 of the same Report, that
if at any time the Puerto Rican Legislative Assembly adopted a resoluticn
in favour of more complet: or even absolute independence, the President
would immediately recommend to the Congress that such independence should
be granted.

His delegation would re juire time to study the summary of informaticn
trancsmitted by the Government of Denmarx (A/2653) and the statements made
by the Danish delegation on 3 September 1354 (A/AC.35/SR.101) and at the
present mee.ing. lleanwhile, however, it was clear from General Assenmbly
resolution 742 (VIII), paragraph 5, that the Committee was bound to
scrutinize, in the light of the list of factors aunnexed tc that resolution,
the information transmitted by any Government in support of a declaration
that a given Territory no ilonger needed the protection or Chapter XI of the
Charter.

The information provided by Denmark showed that the population of
Greenland was fully literate and that, especially since the iutroduction or
constitutional reforms in 13950, it enjoyed wide oprortunities for the
expression of political opinion; hence factor A.l - the nost iamportant
in the third pa»t of the list of factors - was adequately covered. Factor E.l
in the same part of *he list was amply covered b, the more than proporticnate
representation of Grzenland in the Danish Parliament. The information before
the Committee appeared to indicate full compliance with the factors concerning
internal constitutional conditions, enumerated in section C of the third
part. The Committee. should. however, consider carefully whether factors
A.2 and C.2, concerning respectively freedom of choice and local rights and
stetus, were fully complied with in the case .{ Greenland. He would like to
know whether the United States of America, for example wov.d support the
same principle wita regard to freedom oi choice ror Greenland as it had done
with regard to Puerto Rico in the statement to which he had referred.

The apparent reluctance of non-administering meabers of the Committee to

recognize the attainment by Territories of 2 full measure of self-government
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stemmed purely from a sense of duty i~ ensure that such self-government was
genuine and complete. hile many more Terriicries should be granted self-
government in the near future, the Generel issembly was in duty bound to
retain the right to receive information under irticle 73 e of the "harter
and to retain an Interest in the inhabitants of those Territories until it
vas assured that full self-government had beer attained.

New and more comprehensive procedures were needed to deal with decisiona
ty Governments, as in the present instance, thet Chapter XI no longer applied
to formerly dependent peoples. The Committee siould consider the establishment
of suitable machinery, perheps =n ad hoc commit-ee, to consider each new
case, In particular he would suggest thet, &s tle United Kingdom dié
in the case of any of its own Territories on the ere of self-goverrment,
the United Nations should send representatives to v.sit any Territory about
to receive its independence. He hoped such a visit w.uld be received by the
Gevernmer. concerned, not #s indicating a desire to supervise or to criticize,
but as a means of dispelling any shadow of doubt regardiig the correctness
of the actlon taken and as a gesture of congratulation on ‘he stage r-ached
by the Territory in its international democratic evolution. He would be glad
tc learn the Danish reaction to that suggestion. He reserved te right
1o introduce a resolution or amendment to the effect that a smal. United Nations
group should be sent to visit each Territcry which attained self-goiernment;
sbould such a resolution prove unnecessary he would request the Rapporteur to
refer to the suggestion, and any cbservations made upon it, ln the
Committee's report.

He asked whether any communications contestiag the validit: of the change
in Greenland's status had been received at the United Nations. "he osecretariat
reply to that question should also be included in the Comrittee's report,

In conclusicn, he associated himself with the Chairman's welcome to the
Greenland members of the Danish delegation, both as individuals anc es an
indication of Denmark's observance of the principle that dependent ,eowles

should participate in all decisions ~ouncerunlng their Yerritories.
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Mr. HOC (Assistant Secretary-Gereral) said that no communications
with respect to Greenlard's atatus had been received other than those from

the Danish ‘;overnment.

The meeting wes suspenued at 4.10 p.m. end resumed at 4.45 p.m.

Mr. alL-JAMALI (Ireq, would like further information on the action
takern by the Danish Governmert to extend to North and £ast Greenland suffrage
to the Danlsh Parliament (A/2635, page 3) and on the extent to which the
Danish Gevernment, in deciding t-» ceage the <ransmiseion of informetion
under Article 73 e of the Charter, hed texen into account the list of factors

annexed to General fstemily resolutisn 7«2 (VIII).

Mr. SPITS (Netherlands) said that, from the information before

the Committee, it was clear that Greenland's nev status had been reached after
full consultation with the inhabitants of the Ter:itory and in fulfilment
of their wisues. The General Assembly should acco-dingly recognize that
status and commend the wise policy of the Danish Go-ernment. J3ince the
Assembly had never succeeded in d-fining what was meent by "a full measure
of self-government" it would be fruitless tc examine wiether self-government
was fully present in any particular case. His Governmeit had frequently
entertained doubt whether the list of factcrs annexed t¢ resolution 742 (VIII)
could appropriately be applied; in practice self-governmeut was a matter of
fact rather than principle. In Greenland's case the volwtary association
of the Territory with the metropolit@8n country on an equal footing, the
adequate representation accorded it in the Danish Parliamnt and the
establishment in the Territory of internal administrative srgans were
sufficient indicatiorn that self-government hed been attaine., and that the
cegsation of the transmission of information was justified.

Self-government was less a matter of legislation than ¢! the application
of such legislaticn, the responsibility for which rested with the
metropolitan Government. Denmark upheld .ts democratic institutions in

exemplary fashion, a fact which guaranteec that the association of Greenland
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on an equel footing with Denmark would t< maintained. His delegation would
support any resolution recognizing thet Greenland had attained a full measure

of self-governmert.,

Mise RCouAD ‘Indonesia) msked whether the powers of the National
Ccuncil of Greenland in relation to Danish bills for measures affecting the
Territory (4A/AC.35/L.155, innex I, rage 3) were limited to deliberation and
reccmmendation, and whetler a bill affecting Greenlaend which had not been
tabled befcre, or nad been rejected by, the Nationael Council was ever
referred to the Danish Par ment for enactment. sShe also wished tc krnow
wLether the Natiocnal Council was empowered to consider matters other than those

referred to it by Parliement or tne Government.

In renly to a question from Mr. APUNTE (cZcuador), Mr. BENSON
[Secretary of the Committee) stated chat the complete text of the Danish
representative's statement at the present meeting was reproduced in Press

Release PM.2t2cC.

Mr. GIDDcN (United Kingdom) associated his delegation with the
Chzirman's remarks of welcome to the Greenland members of the Denish delegation,
The people of Greenland and the Danish Government were to be congratulated warmly
on the attainment by Greenland of self-government, which constituted a
tribute to Danish wisdem and to the meturity of the Greenland people. His
delegation was happy that the objectives of Chapter XI of the Charter had

teenrn attained in a further instance.

The meeting rose a. 5.25 pellie
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