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INTTRNATYCLAL COLLABORATION IN RESPECT OF ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AVD LDUCATICIAL
CONDITIONS IN NON-SZLF ~GOVERNING TERRITORIES. INCLUDING INFOIMATICN ON TECINIC.L

ASSISTANCE (A/AC.35/L.129, 138, 139, 145) (coptinued)

Mr. PIGNQN (France) stetoé that wh*le overseas territories vare wndere
dovelored within tho United Naticas meaning of the term, many of thaw elready had
technical services organized and run by quelified techniclanc, What was
actually impeding progress vas nc’ the lack of tcchnical staff, dut certain
social and finencial fectorc. For ammirle, 1% bool moro than one generation to
accelercte the develomment of tho indigenmovs working masses end, as was normal
in racently dovelcped arees, thore wa3z an ebeence of loocal savings., Frence had
therefore made only modest raqussts for assistan~o from the United Nations and
the srecialized agancies, vhich already roocelved more requests than they could
grant, The French Govorment wes, howsver, keonly interested in both the theory
aré the prccice of technical assictance programmee, and was aaxious to adapt
them to ite territories in ordor more rapidly to raiee the stendard of living
and to ensuro true econamic security.

The most Important requests for acsistance mede by tiae French Government
wore ooncerned with public health, I+ had asked UNICEF for help in ~n antl-
trachoma campaign in Morocco and Tunisia, & campeign in which WHO, UNICEF end
the local health authorities would work together, WNICEF, WHO and FAO would
carry out a campaign against malnutritiqn in French West Africa. A campaim of
relaria end insect oontrol, planned for the Cameroons, would, with ihe aid of
INICEF and WHO, be extended to Africen Nom~Solf-Governing Territories. Those
agencies would also taize part in & ccupaign against venereal dissases and
trepmeme tosis to de carried out ia 'oroceo, WHO would provida experts for an
anti-trucellosis campaign in Twnizia, In addition, France had obtalned training
fellcwships fram the ILO, ons for Frsach West Africa, another for French
Equatorial Africa, end a third for Madegascer,
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France had also made its own esrvices availsblo in the field of public
health, It had loaned tse-tse 1y disaase experts to WO and had invicol
fellowship-holders to study that diseage at the district cenire for robils
hyglene end prophylaxis of Bobo=Dinulaoso uand yallow faver vacoinaticn at the
Pasteur Inetitute at Dakar.

Frenso had also taken part in intermational conforences, in particular tie
Inter-African Nutrition Conference held et I'ulare ir Fovembew 1552 under tts
auepices cf the Commiselom Cor Tecknigel CGoeopsraticn in Africe asouth of the
Sabara (CTCA), end in the syuposium held by “he Imtarrational Childrents Centre
at Brazzavilie in Dscembor 1952 in collsbnration with the VHO, et which &ll the
problems of children hod been exam’nel (sduncation cf mothers, basic educeiicn,
kindergnrtens, school age, Juvenile delinqusucy).

TIastly, an irteimational nutriticn ocurse lad becn created at Merseilles in
1952; 1te purpcse was 4o train foreign and oversecs stuldants as rosearch vorkers
for Africe. o

Mr. GAVIN (International Lebour Orgznication) descrided the measuros
takan by the TIO with regerd to topice in which the Committee had taken on
interest in the pest few years. First, the quastion of penel sanctions foir breach
of labour contracts waa on the agenda of the ILO 1954 Conferemce, vhich would’
doub tless adopt & conventi\.on or rscommendation on the subject., Secondly, tho
queation of migrant labour, not mexoly in Non-Se}.i‘—Govaming Torritoriss, but ia
all under-developed countries, would be glven eixilar ccnsideretion, lastly,
the Commitiase ol Exparits on Social Folicy in Nen-Metropolitan Territories, which
wouid hcld 1ts third sossiom et Lisben in Decomder 1953, would have on its egamda
thres quostions with which thp Ccmmittes had becin conccrned: opportunities for
vocational and tecuinical treining in non-ao’rcpeliten territories; economic and
gocial espects of worksrs® liousing in non-metrcpalitan territories; und a
preliminary repom-i on wayc of increasing labour productivity in non-metropoliten

toreitorloen,



A/AC.35/5R.87
unglish

Fags 5

The ILO®s share in technical assistance progremmes was dssoribed in dooument
A/AC.35/L.138 and, more fully, in document /2433, Requests for technioal
essistance from the ILO had been slow in oaming. As the United States
refresentative had remarked, the ILO would doubtless be asked to lend 1its
esslstance in studying the problem of industrialization in the South . _cific
region, more partiocularly as regards the question of co=operatives and handiorefts,
Negotiations were in progress. In addition, two requests had been received from
Trinidad, wvhile others were expeoted fram Afyioa.

Mr. MATHIESON (United Iingdom) emphasized the importance of item 8 and
observed that the question of international oollaboration in respect of econamic,
social and educational conditions fell) direotly wichin the Comittee!s competence,
He persorally thought that the subject should have been dsalt with eéirlier in the
session and should have included more particular studies. He hoped that the
Comnittee would adopt such a procedure at its 1954 sessiom.

He would comment suocessively on the collaboration of territories under
United Kingdom administration with the specialized agencies and witc the Tmited
Natlcis Techanical Assietance Administretion.

The Govermment of the Uaited Kingiom wee very much intersstad ‘2 regiomal
co-opsration. That was one of tue most effestive forme of co-ojvietion, for the
similarity of problems arising in neighbouring ocountries mads 2t possibls to take
Joint actiomn, : , ; : ‘

In South-Eest Asia, including the South-West Paciiic, there was the Eccnomic
Cozmission for Asia and the Far East, of which the Federation of Malaya and other
United Kingicm dependsnt territories were associate members. As such, they took
part in the work of specialized subecommittiees, In the same area, the Uriied
Kingdom Govornment aleo participated in the Colombo Plan; while British
territories could not benefit from the United Kingdom's contribution to the Plan
they were able %0 benefit fram the assistance of othef participating countries auch
as Australia and New Zealard which, being much more developed and also close at j
hand, could help {thsm conside:rebly, i
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There was also the Commiesion for Technical Co-operetion in Africa south of
the Sahars (CCTM). Its work and the conferences it hagd organized were described
in the Secrotariat memerandum (A/AC.35/L.138, peregraphs 32 and 33). The
conferences had been held to discuse housing research, ixutrition and labour,

Finally, there was the OEEC which had established an Overseas Territories
Coomittee comsisting of European countries having territories outeide Europe
uwnder their administration. The Cammitiee's task was to ensure the harmonious
develorment of African territories, For that purpose it had published an eocncmic
study of African territories; it had also defined the key problems for which
experts wero needed and had set up working grbups to deal with them. A working
group bad thus besn established for grassland improvement and another for.the use
and adaptetion of agrioultuml_mohinéry,

With regard tc the broader field of co-operation with the specislized agencies,
the Gonerel Conference of WNESCO, at ite sixth seasicn in 1951, had adopted en
apendrent to its constitution submitted upon the initiative of the United Kingdom
vhich provided for the granting of the status of associate member to Non~Self- |
Governing Territories or groups. Severel British territories would probadly avail
themselves of that opportunity. The United Kingdom had co-operated with UNESCO
during a series of regional confsrences (u education, UNESCO!s projects to
aselst British territories in questions of fumdamental educa‘ticn now amounted to
twelve., The University of ths Federation of Malaya would receive additicnal
fellowships and scholarshipe establichod by UNESCO, which had co-operated in the
regimal seminar on adult education in tha Wost Indies, held in Jamaica,

WHO wae particularly intorested in colonial territories. The United Kingdom
had participated in the meetinge of the Regional Committee for the Western
Pacific and the Regional Cammittee for Africa, It had welcamed the opening at
Brazzaville of the permanent headquarters of “the Regional Office for Africa. A
aumber of technical assistance programmes had been carried out during the year
within the Expandsd Prngramme of Technical Aseiatance and wno's regular budget.
UNICEF contributed to some of those progremmes,



A/AC.35/SR.87
English
Page 7

Colonial territories had comntinued to receive assistance from UNICEF and
were always-ready to welcome its programmes and to contribute to them.

With regerd to FAO, the colonial territories had continued to play an active
vart in the technical conferences it had organized. They had submitted nineteen
requests for.the services of FAO experts and requests for scholarships and
fellowships, all witrin the Expanded Progremme of Technical Assistance. = They had
.also been of assistance to FAO. The Govermments of Singapore and of the -
Federation of Malaya had invitod the Asia-Pacific Forestry Commission to meet on
their territory. The Cyprus Government had organized, in conjuaction with FAO, -
a three-month training course for trainees from other countries of the Middle
East and had accepted fellows from FAO. United Kingdom dependent territories
had assisted in the work of the world reporting system on plant pests and diseases,

.II0 hed granted scholarships to British colonial civil servants and the
.International Labour Office had participated in the conference organized by the
CCTA.

United Kingdom dependent territories were generally represented at meetings
of ICAO by the United Kingdom representative. However, they sent their own
representatives to conferences at which pavigation questions were discussed.

- The British colonies were directly represented at reglonal conferences
organized by WHO since that orgenization was concerned with technical problems
requiring regional co-operation, regardless of political status.

With regard to technical assistance in- gemeral, document A/AC.35/L.138
contained adequate information, although he felt he should give some
additional information regardirg a paragraph which might otherwise prove
misleading.

It was stated in paragraph’ 30 that technical aseistance to Non-Self-
Governing Territories remained low in-comparison with that to other under-
developzd countries. In 1952 the number of fellows and scholars from Non-Self-
Governing Territories was less.than 5 ver cent of the total while the number of
experts sent to those Territories was only about 1.5 per cent of the total.
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At first glance those figures might seem to shov that the administering
Powers were not requesting suffiolent internationsl technical agsistance for the
Territories under thoir adminietrstion. He wished to explain, Just as the
French representative had dons in the case of the French territories , that the
United Kingdom Government 1tself, through the Colonial Office, provided for:
about 95 per cent of the Territories! needs in experts and educational facilities.
The Secretery of State for the Colonies was assisted, for that purpose, by various
committees consisting of experts whose task it was to study all the technical
problems to whioh the sdministration of the Non-Self-Governing Torritories gave
rise. He alec had the bensfit of a number of personal advisers who considered
problems submitted to them and were alwuys ready to proceed to the Territories
in question. The advirers were selecied as much for their personal competence
e for the experience they had acquired in particular fields. In that connexionm,
the advieer on agricultural matters to the Secretary of State for the Colonies
hed lent his servioes to the Uni*ed Netions during 1tes consideratien of the
problem of Korean reconstruction.

With regard to fellowships anmd soholarships the United Kingdom iteelf, like
the other colonial Powers, provided in a very large measure for the nseds cf the
Territories under 1ts administration. The Colonial Development Welfare Act
rrovided for substantial allocations for scholarships enabling candidates from
United Kingdom Non-Self-Governing Territories to study in British universities.
About 6,300 studente from Non-Self-Governing Territories had besn studying in
British schools and universities in 1952. ‘That figure compared favouradbly with
the number of scholarships and fellowships granted by the United jations and
1ts spocialized agencies. As another example of the administerins Power's
assistance in education, the United Kinglom Jovernment hed set up e speclal air
service for the transportation of 348 Malayan scholarship kolders to British
schools. Of that number, 298 had received scholarships or fellowshipe in
education and would go to the specisl tsacher-training school near Liverpool
vhioh had been estadlished for Malayan students in order to meset the shortage
of teache s in that Territory.
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In view of its own consideravle efforts, the Government of the Unit:cl
Kingdcm availed itself of internaticnal assistance only to a limited extent.
In order, however, to make it posaible for the inhabitants of its territories to
study in other countries and thus acguire a veried culture and experience,
it did not neglect the facilitles offered by the United Nations and the
specialized agencies as regards scholarships and fellowships. Since he
personally had had direct experience cf working with the Technical Assistance
Administration, he would like to place on record the appreciation of his
delegation of the skill, enthusiacm end effectiveness with which that:
administration handled the requasts coming from British deperndent territories.

Paragraphs 30 and 31 of document A/AC.35/L.138 showed that in 1952 twenty-
8ix experts had been sent +o United Kingdom territories and eighty-four
scholarships and fellowships had beea awarded to the candidates of those
territories. Bearing in mind the fact that those territories hed a totel
population of sbout T4 million, it would be noted that the figures, while perhaps
low in angbsolute sense, compared favourably with the corresponding figures for

the under-developed countries as a vhole.

Mr. PERRY (New Zealand) said that, although he did not desire to go
over ground already covered by other representatives, he must make it clear that
his country pleyed an active part in the work of international assistance to
the Non-Self-Governing Territories and that that wes as a donor rather than as
a recipient. Mew Zenland was a 2ember of ECAFE and part.cipated in the T
progrexres of the Toshmiczl Assistance Administreticn. llew Zesland was also a
member of the Coloabc Plan. He veas grateful to the United Kingdom
representative for kaving rceallcd the help traditionally given by New Zzaland
to the territories administered by the United Xingdom Goverament.

He emphasized that New Zealand was one of the founding members of the

South Pacific Commission and contiaued to rlay an active part in the work cf
that body. His courtry was also participating in the South Pacific Health
Service and in other action to scive the health problems peculiar to that region.
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Mr. DESTOMBES (Unitcd Mations Eduzatioral, Scientific and Cultural
Organization) recalled that UNESCO had submitted to the Committee a document
describing its activities (A/AC.35/L.1%0). He wished to make a few
additional remarks conce aing some of those activities.

Referring to the World Handbook of Educetional Organization and Statistles
mentioned in paragraph 7 of that document, he sald that the vclume was now
being printed and would probably be rcady in time tor the Cormittee’s following
session. The handbocx would include all the States Members of the United
Netions, a great many non-member States, most of the Non-Self-Governing
Territories of Member Statcs and some of the Non-Self-Governing Territories
administered by non-merber States.

In e social.field the survey tegen in 1951 with the help of the
International Africen Institute, which included a thorough study of communities
in the Belgian Congo (A/AC.35/L.1%9, paragraph 41) would culminate in 1954, in
a conference which would be held in Africa and would consist of experts,
research workers, administrators and representatives of the United Nations and
the s. lalized agencies concerned with African problems. The report would be
publis 4 in 1954,

The study of social adeptation to the process of economic development
Justified the proposels made to set up a new international research body in that
field. Thre Economic and Social Council had aslied UNESCO to consider whether
it was advisable to set up an international centre for social sciences and the
UNESCO General Conference had decided to draw up plans for an international
research centre dealing with the impoct of technicul changes on the populatior.
The centre should be ready in 1954 ard ite purpose, under contract, would be to
continue the study of the social conscquences of industrialization.

The UNESCO General Conference hed, in December 1952, adopted u resolution
authorizing the Director-General, ir co-operation with the United Nstions and
the specialized agencies, to encourage scientific studies of the legal ani
administrative procedures of land reform and of the social effect of such reform

on the rural population.
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UNESCO had asked the International Committee of Comparative Law to prepare
a study of the legal procedures whereby agrarian reforms had been carried cut in
various countries of the world since the beglnning of the twentieth century.

Agricultural co-operatives comstituted another important field of study.
UNESCO would study the social influcnce of co-operatives, their educaticnal
effects and their influence on other types of joint enterprise as well as on
local autonomy. For that purpose it would secure the collaboration of
competent organizations such as the Internatlional Co-operative Alliance and
scientific bodies such as the International Political Science Association.

The latter would also be entrusted with a study of self-government in rural
communities because of its importance for the development of civic life after
the land reform.

With regard to cultural activities, UNESCO has organized at the University
of Ibadan, in Nigeria, an internmaticnal seminar on the problem of organizing and
operating public libraries in Africa. The educational campaigns undertaken in
that continent demonstrated more and mcre clearly the need for developing
libraries suited to the requirements of different countries and their people.
The main purpose of the seminar was to study the problems of regional or
national development of public library services; the adaptation of those services
to varying needs, including the operation of mobile libraries; the use and
lending of films, filmstrips and publications; end the professional training of
librarians, particularly in areas where suitable schools were lacking and
training must be ensured by means of fellowships, seminars and practical work.
All the African States members of UNESCO &s well as States which administered
Nen-Self-Governing Territories in Africa had taken part in the seminar.

Lastly, he recalled the close relations {outlined in document
A/AC.35/L.1%9, page 15) which UNESCO maintained with the Ceribbean Commission
and the Scuth Pacific Commiscion.
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VOLUNTARY TRANSMISSION OF INFORMATION: GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTIONS 1Mk (II),
327 (IV) and 637 (VII) (A/AC.35/L.138, paragrephs 6 and 10)

Mr. BENSON (Secretary of the Committee) quoted the text of General
Assembly resolutioms 1kb (II), 327 (IV) end 627 (VII). He drew particular
attention to resclition 637 B (VII), paragraph 2, by virtue of which the
question of voluntary t:ansmission of information hed been placed on the
Committee's agenda for the current session. Document A/AC.35/L.138 relating
to internationsl collaboration in respeet of economic, social and educetional
conditions also dealt with that question in peragraphs 6 and 10.

Mr. PIRACHA (Pakistan) recalled that the General Assembly in its
resolution 637 (VII) had recommended to States Merbers of the United Nations
regsponsible for the administraticn of Non-Self-Governing Territories
voluhtarily to include in the information transmitted by them under Article 73 e
of the Charter details regarding the extent to which the right of peoples and
nations to self-determinstion was exercised by the peoples of those Territories,
and had decided to place that resolution on the agends of the Committee ror the
present session. He was surprised that so mild a recommendstion which was
fully in conformity with the spirit of Article 73 of thce Caarter should have
met with opposition on the part of certain Powers which had alleged that the
recommendation irposed additional obligations on the Administering Powers and
constituted a violation of the provisions of Article 73 of the Charter. As far
as he was concerned he could not see how that recommendation of the General
Assembly imposed any obligations on the Administering Powers thet they bad
not already assumed. Indeed, under Articles 1, 55 and 73 of the Charter, tle
Administering Powers had accepted the obligation to promote the right of non-
gself-goveraing peoples to self-determination. Furthermore, the General Assembly
in its resolutionf§37 (VII) hed recomrerded that the States Members of the
United Nations should facilitate the excrcise of that right by the peoples of
the Non-Self-Governing Territories. It would be in the interest of the
Administering Powers themselves to inform the Cemmittee of the measures they hed
adopted in execution of that reeolution. They could not cleim thet they were
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making every possible effort in -that respect and at the same time deny menmtors
of the United Nations the information which might support their claim.

Neither did he believe that it could be affirmed that the principle of the right
of peoples to self-determination had meothing to do with the attainment of
self-government. The two principles were closely linked. It was therefore
important thet the Committee should be iaformed of measures taken to put into
effect the right of peoples to self-determination. That wae the purpose of

the voluntaery transmission of information provided for under General Assembly
resolution 637 (VII). 1In conclusion, he paid a tribute to the delegations of
Governments which had volunteered informastion on the subject to the Committee.

PARTICIPATION OF REPRESENTATIVES FROM TERRITORIES IN THE WORK OF THE COMMITTEE
(A/AC.35/L.126, 152)

Mr. FRAZAO (Brazil) said that in consultation with the representatives
of Cuba, India and Pekistan his delegation wished to present a draft resolution
concerning the participation of representatives from Territories in the work of
the Committee. The sponsors had two main objects in submitting it: first,
they had thought it essential, after three years! discussion, to find a
practical solution to that difficult problem; Secondly, they had attempted to
find a text which would reconcile all points of view, for they had felt it
desirable that the draft forwarded to the Geéneral Assembly should have been
edopted vananimously. He read out the joint draft resolution appearing in
¢ocument A/AC.35/L.152. He believed that while faking account of the point of
view of the Administering Powers, the draft resolution met the main requirements
of the non-administering Powers. |

The CHAIRMAN proposed that further discussion of the drsait
resolution should be postponed until the following meeting so that members of
the Committee might have time to study it at their leisure.

It was so decided.
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FUTURE WORK OF THE COMMITTEE (A/AC+35/L.10)

Mr. KBALIDY (Ircq) thought that the note prepared by the Secretariat
on the p:rogremme of work of the Committee for the 1954 session had been well
toought out, It wauld be difficult to keep between the different tcplcs
proposed for study in water-tight compartments, because some of them wvere
interdependent, In spite of that reservation, however, his delegation approved
of the provisional 1liet drawn \jp by the Secretariat.

Mrs. MENON (India) also thought the Secretariat's plan of work
sgtlisfaciory. She agreed with the Iraqi represcntative that it was a@yisable
not tn break up the work into too many srall segments., [ler delegation, which
represented an agricultural country, vas particularly interested in agricultural
problems, and whuld suggest the inclusian in part II of the list of an item
relating to irrigation and soil conservation problems., It would also be useful
to include the subject of subsistence crops, which were often the basis of the
economy of Non-Self-Governing Territories. She aleo proposed that of item L
of prart II of the list, "Measures nf censervation nf agricultural resources",
shnuld be expanded to include measures of forest éonsgrvationAand.that the study
of problems concerning agficulture‘shnuld include & study of the possibilities
of developing cottage industries, In that connexion, she emphasized that all
sccieties which relied on an sgricultural economy experienced partial
unewplcyment; she thought thot the situation might be remedied by the
development of cottage industries, It would be useful, therefore, to include
a seventh lten, dealing with that subject, in part II of the liat,

Mr. FRAZAN (Brazil) found the Sacretariatts prcgramme satisfactory.
He wished, however, to approach the question from a different angle, and to make
sote suggestions concerning the documents wbich the Secretariat would prepare
for the Ccomitteels work in 1954, He drew attention to the fact that the
economy of Non-Self-Governing Territories was particularly sensitive to
fluctuations in the prices of rav materials; documents A/AC.35/L.134 and
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A/AC+35/L.135, which dealt with different statistical aspects of producticn and
economy, showed that the Non-Self-Governing Territories had alrecdy felt the
decline in the prices of rev materials. Likewise, countries relying or & single
crop, and they included wmany of the Nan-Self-Governing Territories, vere
particularly sensitive tn the effects of ecnnrmic criees. e therefore thought
that the Committee shhuld include in its examinatien of the econcmic situaticn
of Non-Self-Governing Territeries o study of what they could do to counteract s
deflationary situatinn, The Economic and Social Council, at its last session,
rad attached consicderable importance to the questirn, and kad devoted to it
much of its times The question opened & vast field of study for the Committee,
vwhich might attempt t» find nut hov far price-fluctuations affected the real
income of inhabitants of Non-Self-Gnverning Territnries; what action had been
taken by the agricultural credit banke; to what extent the Administering Povers
vwere endeavouring tn develop menufacturing industries and if they were atterpting
to expand the home market, It would also be interesting to know to vhat extent
the indigenous inhebitants perticipated in the countryts trade.

lle empnasizad that the present perind was a critical one and rejuired great
vigilance, It was iwmprrtant therefore to determine the success attained by
programees underteken gpince the end nf the second World War. . The Comittee
needed an sverall view, It should learn from past experience, The Secretariat
might well devote its efforts to preparing documentation on customs and fiscal
legislation, quota systems, private investment in the Non-Self-Governipg
Territories, the sources of capital, and the creation of local capital.

Those were merely suggestions, indicative of the interest his delegation
tock in the decumenteation produced by tke Secretariat,

Mr. BENS/N (Secretary of the Committee) thought thot, os the Iragi
répresentative haod oheerved, it was impnssible to draw up a plan of work in
vetertight compartments, The Secretary-General would take note of all the
observations made by representatives, He would also teke into account the work
of the speclalized sgencies, particularly of the Frod and Agriculture
Organization, and the work of the Department of Economic Affaire of the
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Secretarist, The work of the Secretariat vics limited by the funds allocated

to 1t. Thus, although the Secretariat hed dravn up a list cf questions for
study, a seperate document vouid not necessarily be prepcred on each question,

It vas likely that severel questions would be dealt with in the same document.
The Secreterjat would take note of the suggestions offered by the representatives
of Indis end Brazil. Thoss suggestions, as well as the observations put forward
by the various delegations a3t the present session, would offer useful guidance
to the Secreteriat in its future work. |

Mrs. MENON {India) said that 1t would be importsnt to have some
informaetion on agricultural snd industrial mampower, '

Mr. FRAZAO (PBrazil) remerked that the Economic end Social Council had
had before it a decument prepared by the Secretariat on that subject; 1t dealt
vith home indusiries ond the tranasition from a barter economy to 2 market
economy, It would be 1nteresting}to discover vhether the Economic and Soclal
Council?!s conclusions epplied to the Non-Self-Governing Tersitories as wells

The meeting rose at 6,10 p.m.

22/9 a.m.
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