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m OF THE COMMITTEE ON MORMATION FROM NON-SEIF-GOVMIN} TERRITORIES
(A/AC 35/L 85, Conference Room Paper No.7)

‘.

Mr. SHIVA RAO (Indla) obssrved that the decision as to the Committee'r
future should be we ighed againat the background of past Assembly decisions
regarding the Non-SeiI-Govorning Torritories. The most significent relevant
resolutions revealed s growing interest in the pooples of the Territories and a
progressively greeter recognition of the Committee's eontribution. '

In its first action taksn under Article 73 in 1946, the Assembly had
reminded the Administering Powers that the obligations thoy hed sssumed undsr
the Charter were elreedy in full force, and hsd gcne so far as t0 rejuest the
Secretery-General to fnclude summeries of 1nforn';etioh submitted in his ennual
veport on the work of the Organizetiom, thus placing such date on an equal
footing with the reports of the mein United Netions organs. In sn effort to
find a more satiefr.c.ory procedure for discharging its obligetions, the _
Assembly, by resolution 66 (I), hed set up an ed hoc committee to examins the
Secretary-General's sumeries and empowered it to make recommendations regarding
future procedures end, in perticulsr, to ensure the best use of the expert
mowledge of the epecislized sgencies. With that authority, tho'Cdmittee had
drafted the Standerd Form and the Assembly, by resolution 142 (II), had asked
the Secretery-General to follow that Form so far as possible in his summaries
and to include information on the perticipation of locel populations in local
organs of governmont. The Assombly's growing interest in those populations had
besn shown in another resolution adopted at the same eession (1l (II)) which
had noted that somes Adnministering Pcwers had voluntarily transmitted information
on the development of self-governing institutions in the dependent territories.
Finally, impressed with the usefulnees of the Al Foc Committee, the Assembly hed
decided in a further resolution (146 (II)) to set up a Specisl Committee
authorized to make substantive recommend-tions with regsrd to the functional
flelds gensraliy - soclial, economic and oduéational = but not with respect to
individual territories. In 1948, the iife of that Spscial Committes had been
eXtended for one year without prejudice to the future, a formuls arrived at as
the result of & compromise between trLose who would have placed the committee on
2 permanent basis and those who would have discontinued it. Another decision,
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taken at the third session, had emphasized the collaboration of the specialized
agencies in the implementation of Article 73 e and hed requested the Secretary-
General to meintain closc liaison with them. Resolution 222 (III) had again
affirmed the Assembly's concern for the progress of the depondent peoples
towerds self-government. Without challeng:ng the right of Adminlatering Powers
to withhold informetion on sreas which could not be characterized as Non-Self-
Governing Territories, the Assombly had welcomed the developmesnt of self-
government and asked those States which hszd ceased to tranamit information on
certain territories to communicate relevent material, ircluding the constitution
or legislative act providing for the government of the specific territory and it
constitutional reletionship with the metropolitan country. At the fourth and
fifth sessions, the Asserbly hed essigned cther spocial responsibilities to the
Committee and, by resolution 332 (IV), extanded its life for another three yeare
In so doing, 1t had Invoked not only Article 73 e, bhut the pessagoe of the
Charter which stated the fundamental ocbjectives of the United Ketions. Of
Paramount interest was 1its injunction to the Special Committee t» examine any
informstion on meesuree taken in pursuance of previous Assembly resolutions
concerning econcmic, social and educational ccnditions in the Non-Self-Guverning
Territorles.

It was gret!ifying to note that the Committee's work had steadily improved,
that the excelient Secretariat documentation had facilitated that work in great
msasure end that the specialized agoncies had extended and intensified their
collaboration. The members of the Committee were epproaching their task with
sympathetic understarding end progress was being mede more through mutusl
agreomont than by formml resolutions. In the circumstances, so long ae
Article 73 e stood in the Charter and the relsvent Assembly resolutions remsined
in force, the Generesl Assembly could not abendcn its responsibility toward the
Non-Self-Governing Territories and the Cormmittee should be continued as the
channel through which it could discherge that responsibility. It was difficult
to envisage how, were the Committee to be diasolved, the information which must
continue to be tranemitted under Article 73 e would be dealt with effectively by
the General Assembly. Its Fourth Committee might conceivably appoint e
sub-committee fcr the purpose. It wes hardly likely that such a group, however,
lacking the long experience of the present Cbimiftee, could esccomplish the task
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satigfactorily, end unnecessery delay would probably result in completing the

Fourth Committee's programme of work.. There was both adventase and economy

- in meintaining the present Committee end in convening it a few wseks before the
opening of the Assembly. ‘

Moreover, the exlatence of the Cormitteo hid great significance for the
peoples of the Non-Self-Governing Terriitories; he himself had received men
lotters expressing their gratitude for the interest shown in improving their lot.
As they could not te repressrted in the orgens of the United Nations, the
Committee actually constituted thelr only line of communication with the
Organization. For the benefit of the noneself-governing peoples, and to
expedite the task of the Secretery-Genersl srd cof the Generasl Assembly, the
Comrittes on Infcrmetion from lion-Self-Governing Territories shoulld be mede an
integral pert of the mcchinery of the United MNatiomns.

Mr. RYCKMAYS (l_aelgium) would vote egainst the continued existence of
the Committee; his basic conviction regerding the menner in which it functioned
remsined unchanged. He felt, and the present sesaion had confirmed that
belief, that 80 long as the Committes remeired divided into two host!’ 3 campa
composed of Administering Powers and non-Administering Powers, with the lastter
chempioning the non-self-governing peoples - presuzid victims of colonial
imperialism - snd the former contesting the competence of the Committee to
discuss their status, the discussions were doomed to eterility amd could only
produce antagonisme rather then comstructive results. There was no hope that
the non-Administering members would ewerve frcm their umalterable position, for
it had been determined in advance. ‘For ite rert, the Belglan delegation would
- ‘never discuss the administration of the Belg!an Congo. Ite partiocipetion would
never go beyond the tranamiesion of informetion as provided in the Charter and
the elaboration of certain questions with a view to dispelling any posaible
misunderstanding. Belgium would not deviate from that position of prindiple.

He had contluded from the current debste that good work might be done in
respect of promoting the welfare of the dependent territories in another
atmosphere and with another spproach. ° His c¢onclusion wes largsly based ‘on the
example given by the representative of Indis) who had not bean.afreid to spesk
freely of the almost inswrmountable difficulties encountexsl v, "' own Governmem
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in its efforts to refse the standards of living of the Indisn people, Although
neny of thosa problems, like those of other soversign States, were.common to the
dependent territories, the Committee wea forbidden to invite comparisons and he,
for example, could not discuse conditions in soversign States which were
identical with those  in the Belgian Congo. Surely such restrictive procedurss
did not esdvance international‘co-operation,for the purpose of relieving the
suffering of millions of “he worll's Iinhabitants. On the contrary, they
i1llustrated the patent absurdity of the Committee's task.

Indoad, 1t wou.d appecr absurd to an uninitiated lictener that the
Cormittee shovid te ewrmining en JLO survey of migrant lctour devoted
exclusively to thre Fu.n Sel!-Foveralng Territories; the TLO expert himself nust
be impressed with thre enorilous position foile:zi upon him bacause he could not
compare migraut labou= coi.llilions in Northern Ri.olesia and the Union of South
Africa, for exeamplo, solsily tecauss the latter did not come within the category
of territories deacrinad as Non-Seif-Ghvernirg. It was haxrd to e£3e the
relevance of politice: staivd to social or ecchomic evils requiring remedisl
ection. Yet tiio Egrytian r=proaseatativs hal voproacrad ULESCO with carrying
out 1ta survey cf tkz wuse £ verraculal lans.ug:d cn a wey dwice tasis, rather
than specifically ac 1% arpize. 1.0 the dupadaih terrltories, altiough that
problen shouit inglcnliy %o waelt with oo tho basis of wmii-orseally applicable
pedagogic and rsychul.gice’ watnlly,

The IaGlan edis:cittetive heil refev~ad to the nor3ibility of pursulng the
Ccmmittee's de:.werat ions i sora uther Torum ool iu a different atmospkere.
The Belgian de.ration could vissalize tre nceilbility of the rerrasontatives of
the Administoring Powirs erld of cther iniependent coontriss meeting to dlscues
matters of cormcn irterest Zrankly end fuirly in en ataosrhere where internationa
co-operation prevallail over misctrust. In such a bely tha repressatatives of
sovereign States would not be achemed to take lzssons even from colonial
territories if they promised good results. There were elements in the Belglan
Congo imbued with rece prejudice, es thore were certeinly groups in India
guilty of caste discriumination, and he would be prevarad to dlscues such matters
with the Indian reprasontative, but on en equal footirg and individually in the
interests of social justice. Thke Bslgien delogation would always be willing to
participate in meetinge which aimed at improving the lot of all peoples, 1n

e
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#epend6Ht and ‘inkebendent territories aliXe,’ ‘provided thit the meetinge were not
o foriiy for pertial evgumbnts by competitivé groups basing themselves on
torrttorial distinctionk, bt 1% Would vote apairst the comtinustion or
reproduction of the Comiittes, which hed alremdy beeh !n’existence too long.
© - Mp. FARYY (Sgyot) thought that, in discussing the future of the ™
Committee, three main factors elLculd be taken into eccount: <the' legelity-of
.ite establishment , 1te uveefulness and: the possibility of transferring its
dutjep and: functions to enother orgen of the United Netions or of the specialize
agenqd_qg. R TRRT . : N TP P
IR A Th (1 undeeirab.e for the Committee 40 involve iteelf in & diﬁcuss:lm on
the legal aspects, which had elready been exhoustively exemined .from 1947, to
1549 in the Committee.end in the Fourth Committes, particularly se the Geperal
.Assembly intended to discuss ways end resns of shortening its work at ite
forthcoming soaaion. _ - R C e g o
~ Even before the sdeption of Chaptar XI, public oninion. thronghout *,he world
| had realized that, as a result of the goodwill shown by the Admirietering -
Powers, a. new concept of the colonlel system kad emerged end that no retrogreasi
vas pogalble, He trusted that there would be no repetition of the statementa
mado in oarlier dcys by the rerresentatives of the Administoring Powers, who had
claimad that Chq};.,er XI was a declaration made by the Administering Powers to
'tho United. Natiors and .not an integral amd constitutional provision. of the-
Charter and that trey hed no obligation in thst ccrmexion except as apecified
zin Art.iolo 73 e, Yot come representatives cf the Administering Powers hed not
shared that.view. .The . Aust:*alien representative, for example, had exphasized
that tho Chart,er brought the whole wcrld within the scope of iuternatiomal-
~responsibility, . :

I% wag elso couforting to note that the concept . of intemational S
accompabilipy,‘had besn an outstending feature .of the.Committes's work, Almost
‘all tho ;d.r’qift?_.‘l_!‘ﬁgO;{A'q .iqna. submitted %o the General Assembly had been adopted in
fhe Gomnitteq by g large uajority, which shoved that thevs was no disagresment
betveer, sz,.roﬁ-tégagpatiws of. the Administering Powers and the others when they
._ qo-qperats';‘.:'.to..mgé the spirit of Article 73 e a. meality.. In 1951 the
I,:ref_:resontat'i:ve_a_ of the ;Uni-te‘df Kinglom, the United Steteg, Australia ard
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New Zoaland had voted for a draft resolution proposing that representaetives
from the Non-Self-Governing Territories should perticipete in ths Committee's
work. In 1949 a large majority had expressed the wish that the existence of
the Special Cormittee should be contirusd and & large number hed been in favoyr
of establishing it on e permanent basis. Articles 10 and 22 and Chapter XI
vere evidence of the incontestebls legality of the Committee under the terms of
reference agsigned to it in 1940,

Experience soc far had Jjustified the Cormittee'’s past and future existenoe,
All its reports had been edopted slmost unanimously and commended by the
General Assembly. The records would show thet meny representatives of
Administering Powers hed admitted en various occesions thet the Committee had
accomplished useful work. He referred the Committee to paragraph 3 of

Self-Governing Territories existed, the Cormittee must continue to assist the
General Assembly to superviese the lmplementation of Chapter XI.

In 1949 the United Kingdom representative in the Fourth Coammittee had
suggested the poesipility of trensferring the Committee's work to another body,
but the proposal had been rejected. That representative had contended that the
information submitted under Article 73 e was of a technioal nature and that the
proper forum for discussing it wes the speclalized agenciles, as the Special
Committee was not qualified to study such tecknical subjocts as the use of the
vernacular and the eradication of illiterascy. But thet argument had been
invalidated by the Special Cormittee in 1950, when it had submitted to the
Genersl Assembly a very constructive report on educetion, including sections
dealing with the use of tho vernacular and the eradication of illiteracy. The
Committee had also been dealing with those sublects every year ainc_o.

Without detracting from the sssistance readered to the Comnittee: by the
speclalized agencies, he wondered whet woulc happea if the unjustified comtentic
- was upheld that the technical orgsns of the United Nations as currently
constituted were incompetent to discuss end expross their views on technicsl
metters. The result would probably be that all the existing technical bodies,
includ. ig the Economic and Social Council, would disappear and have their
functions transferred to the specialized agencies, which would involve changes b
the Charter and in the constitutions of the 'agﬁnciaa. " He could not agree thet
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those agencies could assume all the functions of the Committee, as they did
not fall within the purview of any of them. He would therefore support any
proposel for the continuation of the Committee until the General Assembly
considered that it had exhausted 1ts terms of reference,

Mr, PIGNON (France) said that his objections sgainst the existence
of the Committee in principle were well known and that the French delegation
had reiterated them each year as a rzs2rvation., Those objections were still
valide Th: French delegation's participetion in the Committee's work was
a voluntary gesture of co-operdtion and goodwill. Frence, subject to ite
reservations, was oblized to play an active part in tiue Committee's
deliberations and had include4 in its delegation a qualified expert to supply
relevant information on the subjects under the Ccrmittee's terms of reference.

Contrary to the Indian representative's view, he felt that the
results of the Cdﬁmittee’s work were very questionable, although he did not
belittle the importance dnd quality of the contributions made by the
Secretariat and the specialized agencies. It mizht well be asked whether
any matter had been exhaustively dealt with at the current session and
vhether the reports had been produced by the Cormittee itself or by the
Secretariat. The racial question, for example, had not been fully discussed
and the Secretariat would have to devise an appropriate chapter for the report.
The exchange of ideas and experience in dealing with economic, social and
educational problems might be of use to those unacquainted with the cond.tions
in Non-Self-Governing Territories, but it could not serve as a guide to the
Administering Powers. The Cammittee, by virtue of its terms of reference,
wvas a technical body, but it was impossible to demand from each representative
a comprehensive knowledge of every tecinical specialdy which would enable
the Conmittee to deal with all its subjects in proper detail. That difficulty
wvould not be so0 significant, however, if the discussion remained impartial
and obJjective and if the comparison of conditicns led to a balanced view.
In that connexion he drew the Committee's attentica to General Assembly
resolution 447 (V). -

The Indian representative had made a constructive contribution to the
work of the session by quoting from his experience of :ditions in India, but
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his good example had not been followed. The mesgre results of the Committee
could be achleved for less expenditure and without monopolizing the time of
representatives who could be more useful elsewhere. %he current seéaion

had been an unpleasant exper’ence; the traditional co-operetion and courtesy
maintalned at previous seesions had dicappeared.

In voting he would reserve the full freedom cf his Government to deteruine
vhat epproach It would adopt in the General Assexbly in the light of the
Committee's work and of other information.

The CHAIMAY, epecking a8 the rerreseatative of Pakisten, fully
support<? the Indian eand Egyptlan represcntatives. As long as Non-Self-Governirg
Texrrit .es existed, information on them wust reaca the Jeneral Assembly through

-+ machinery establiched for that rurvoee.

It wes strange that the 3elglan reprccentetive Lad divided the Committee
into two conflicting groups of protagonisis. Tie Chalrman did not believe that
such - tegonism reelly existed; if it did it muct ve construed es a corllist
bet. i those upholding their own interesis as Administering Powers and those
defending the interests of the populations of llon-Self-Governing Territories.

The Indian rejro-entative's referances to India's difficulties in 1mpro%1ng
econ~mic and other corditicns wsre meant to show that the difficultles
experienced in Non-Self-Governing Territories woars not restricted to those
territories. But countries such es Indla, Pekistan, Egypt or Indonesia had
govermments truly reepousidle to thelr own peoples for promoting thelr
advancement; +the same could not be said of the on-Self-Governing Texritories,
Without questioning the good faith of ihe Administering fowers, hs recalled that
‘the Cherter described their aiministretion of derendent territories as a "sacred
tiust" and that it stressed their meral obilgeticn to promote the developrent
and self-government of the Indigencus inhabitante. Although not clearly
epecified in Chapter XI, the principle of moral accountability was implied
in Article 73 and the United Nations was entitled to esk tha Administering
Powers to render account. .

The irdepenient countries of Asia and Africa were 1nt,ezfested in the
fate of the Non-Self-Goveranlng Territories bvecause, ha.viné achieved self-
govermment, they considered themselves tound to;enaum_that. the greatest
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possible number of peoples in the world attaimed to indepenience. The
obJective of Chapter XI was not just good govermment by the Administering
Powers btut the promotion of full self-govertmeuts

He believed that the Committee's work jJustified ite coﬁtinuation. The
Genoral Assembly had expressed its satisfaction with the Committee's work
and, duricg the current session, several representatives of the Administering
Powers had agreed that the Committee was useful, Evon if the material
resulte were small, its psychologicel offects were far-reaching. The |
inhabitauts of the Non-Self-Governing Territories derived encouragement and
hope for an improvement in their cornditions from the fact that the Committee
existed and that the United Naticus wes looing after thelr interesta. The
Pakistani delegation would tkersfore vote for the continuation of the
Committee for as long as Non-Self-Goveraning Territories existed.

Mr. MATHIESON (United Kirgdom) recalled that the United Kingdom had
never been satisfled that there was any Juatification under the Charter for
the establishment of & ccrmittee on information from Non-Self-Governing
Territories and that, like the French delegation, the United Kingdom delegation
had consistently reiterated its reservaticns on the sublect.

When the United Kingdom hed signed the Charter ardi the United Kingdom
Parliament had ratified 1t, thcse acts lLed been perfoited ot the clear
understanding that nothing in the Cherter, and consequently in Chapter XI,
eatablished any system of accountability whereby Administer.ng Powers would de
accountable to the United Netions for their acticns in fulfilling the purposes
of Chapter XI, It had recognized certain specific obligatione to subtmit
certaln clearly defined categories of iunformation and it had been scrupulous
in carrying out those obligatiouns.

The Pakiateni representative hed dcclered that Chapter XI of the Charter
had come to have a deeper arnd more compulsive meaning and he had spoken of
the @ecred trust assumed by the Adminlstering Powers. The United
Kingdom had alwaye accepted the eacred trust of an Adninlstering Power as
its duty to civilization and for many decades it hed not failed to publish,
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both in its own country and before the whole world, accounts of the situation
and developments i the territories umller'its administration. - Ib felt,
however, that, as trustee, it #hould have some say in the cholce.of 1ts
auditors, of whose bona fides. it:.naturally wished to be sure. Without
vanting to arrogste to'itself all the virtues;, it belleved in its own good
intentions and would like them to be believed irn by all, It could not be
satisfied that those conditions were to be found at present in'the United
Nations. - In its rejection, therefore, of the doctrire of accountability, it
opposed the establishment of machinery for the purpose of adninistering that
doctrine. The Committee had 50 far limited its considerations to the -
particular subjects upon which informetion Led veen submitted, but the =
United Kingdom delegetion was not entirely satisfied that scme members had

not ambitions of wider scope. Despite those apprehensiohs, however, it had
“participated :in the Committeéts work during the three years of its existence,
for the same reasons as those so ably expressed by the Freuch representative,
He could not share tne Egyptian an@ Indian represeatatives? opinion
that the Committee had been very useful. Its uselulnéss had adnittedly’
improved with the growing assoclation of the specialized hgehcies‘Vithfits
' work, but the work it had achieved was rendered less valuablé by the narrow
context within which the different subjects were discussed, The ¥nited:
Kingdom delegation could rot believe that ecoromic, social and educatioral
questions were conditioned by the fact of a territory being Non-Self-Governing
or otherwise and it considéred that,attempts to solve the'varibus problems
‘¢ould be more effectively made by tlie competent speclalized agencies or by
the Economic and Social Council, where they were discussed as world problems
and the experience of all members was pooldd. | : ‘

“ "With regard to the Zgyptian representative®s commendation of the
Camittee's excellent report on education, he féit bourd to point out that
much of tHe merit of the report had béen due td the participation of Mr. Jard,
the educational adviser to the United Kingdar Secretary of State for the
Colonies, who also represented the United Kingdom in UNESCD; the fact ‘that
‘he had made a double contribution: was prcof of his zeal, but his efforts had
nevertlhieless been Just as erfective in UNESCO as in the Jomittee.
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During the two years in which he had served on the Committee,

Mr. Mathieson had been disappointed by the limited contribution made by scme
of the non-administering members. There had been a few notable exceptions,
among them the Indian representative, wno in a spirit of co-operation hed
evoked the experience of his own country in the problems under discussion,
and the Egyptian representative, who had brouzht a social expert to address
the Committee on certain subjects. It was, of course, inevitable that
extensive cortributions could be made only by those who had dealt with the
same problems in taeilr own countrics; furthermcre, it was not always
possible for non-administering mcubers to tring the necessary experts. Even
admitting those limiting factore, nowever, he had been disappointed that the
contributions of the Administering Powers on the Committee had not elicited
more co-operation and reacﬁion from their colleagues; 1in the discussions

on items of substance on the agends, the general atmosphere had been one of
friendly apathy.

The Indiaen representative had declared that without the assistance of
the Comittee the General Assembly would be unable to fulfil iis responsibilitic
vith regard to the information transmitted under Article 73 e of the Charter.
Those responsibilities, however, consisted solely in keeping itself informed,
vhich could be achieved if the Secretariat were authorized to compile |
summaries and analyses of the information and to circulate them to the
General Assembly. The information would be all the more valuable if the
Secretary-General were sble to use it in relation to information concerning
conditions in otier territories of a similar geographical position. It could
be teken into account in the discussions in the Economic and Social Council,
when economic, social and educational conditions were considered on a
universal plane; the United Kirgdom had always maintained that it was better
to, éxamine such metters cn a world-wide basis rather than to isolate certain
aspects acd place them in a political corcext. Moreover, the information
would be of value to the speciulized azencies and to other branches of the
United Nations Secretariat, such as the Teciinical Assistance Board and the
Department of Socisl Affairs.
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The Indian representative had suggested that the General Assembly had
the further responsibility of seeing whether the Administering Powers had
taken into account the measures it had suggested, at the recommendation of
the Committee, for the benefit of the Non-Self-Governing Territories. Any
action taken upon those recommendations would, however, be easily identified
in the annual information submitted by the Administering Powers.

The Egyptian and Indian representatives had stated that the information
tressmitted was of value, not only to tne Generel Assembly, but also to the
peoples of the Non-Sell Governing Territories. - There was, hosaver, no
evidence to prove that those pecples welcomed tire work of the Coomittee,

The Indian representative rad spolen of correcpondence he had received from
them; for his part, however, Mr. Mathieson had been more conscious of the
impatience of local politicians in the Non-Self-Governing Territories, who
had complained that they could not progress towards independence without
United Nations agreement and had felt tkat +theilr evolution was a matter
between thems~lves and the metropolitan country, wiaich called for no outside
interference.

The Egypfian representative had said tkat Chepter XI of the Charter was
not to be recarded as a mere declaration but that it imposed obligations on
the Administering Powers. Without fully concurring in that statement,

Mr. Mathieson wes willing to regard Chapter XI as an international contract.
The Administering Powers carried out the obligations and cquld not yield their
responsibilities to the United Nations. There was & tendency in the

United Nations to sugzest that the Administering Powers could do nothing
vithout the priocr eut.orization of the United Nations: to concede that would
be to concede to the United [lations a meesure of responsibility that

belonged to the Administering Power alorne,

The United Kingdom delegzation did not, therefore, consider that the fact
that the Committee wes necessary under t.e Chorter had been established. It

could without regret see its work brought to a close with the present session.
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Mr. ROSCHIN (Union of Zoviet Soclalist Republics) stated that
before the Commi“‘ee could decide what to recammend to the seventh session
of the General Assenmbly witn rezard to the rerewal of the Committee, the
terms of the Charter must be closely examined. nder Actilcle 73, tue
Adminrnistering Powers assumed varioyg obliratlons towai'ds trie Non-Gelif-
Governing Terriiorles under “<heir adalnistration; tie purpose of paragraph e
of the same Article, under which tley were to transmit information on those
territories, was to enable the Genecral Aszceably to ascertain to what extent
Administering Powers were Iulfiiling che obiigations they had assumed.

That was the only interpretation ti.at could be put upon Article 73 e and 1t
should be the guiding principle in any consideration of tiie future of the
Comrnitiee,

Representatives of some of the Administering Powers on the Committee had
questioned the right of the Commitiee to discuss the information received.

The Belgian representative hed in fact: disputed the USSR contention that the
General Assembly had the rizit “o reech conclusions on the subject and to
adopt recommendations. [fruicle 10, nowever, stated that the General Assembly
could discuss any maiters withiin ti.e scope of the Charter ard could mak
recommendations to Mcmber States on such matters. It was clear, tnerefore,
ﬁhat the General Ascembly had the right to coneider whether obligations
assumecd under the Charter had been fulfilled; to arpue taat it was not
competent to do so was to place & completely erroneous incerpretation on the
Charter.

On the question of the coupetence ol the General Assenbly to set up a
Committee to consider the information transmi:ted by the Administering Powers,
the Egyptian reprecsentative had rigatly drawn attention to Article 22 of
the Charter, which authorized the Gereral Ass>mbly to establish such subsidiary
organs as it deemed necessary {or the perlormance of its functions, The
arguments of the Administering Powers thet the Cormittee's work had been
worthless were quite unconvincing. The United Kingdom representative had
declared earlier that the Committee would be beiter advised not to discuss
the sublect of racial discrimination: im view of the inférmatibn transmitted,

which shdwed the immense disparity in Kenya and Northern Rhodesia, for example,



A/AC.35/8R.67
E;l;:,— -4. el

boge 16

between Tue average inccme of an Africarn and trat of a European, it was obvioug
why the Urited rirydom preferred that the question should not be discussed.
The Belgien representotive had said that the Cammittee could not speek with
any competence on such technical subjects as clemlcal fertilizers, uslaria
etc.; there were many other subjects, nowever, which it was well able to
discuss and which showed that the Adininlstering Powers were not fulfilling
thelr obligatious. It was the Conmittee'’s duty to draw the attention of the
Generel Assermbly to that fact end to poinf out that conditions in the msjority
of the Non-self-Governing Territories were far from satisfactory.

With regard to tre United Kingdom ccntention that the information could
be better discussed in tlie Economic and Social Council or its Commissions, it
was permissible to asizx waat value such discussions would have. Members would
no doubt remember that, when at its third session the General Assembly had
adopted a resolution approving a Protocol amending the Conventions for the
Suppression of vwhite uslave Traffié, the United Kingdom had made a specific
reservation to the eifect that not all its provisions would be applied to the
Non-Self-Coverning Territories under i*ts administration.

It had been alleged that scme of tne non-administering members of the
Cormittee had contented themeselves with criticizing the Administering Powers,
without offerinn any constructive suggestions. Since, however, many |
Administering Povers were disregarding both the spirit and the letter of the
Charter, it was the Committee!s duty to criticize their shortcomings.

There were many fundemerfal issues which 1t was the Committee's duty to
consider; he reserved the right to enlarge upon tiem at a later #tace of the
discussion. In the meattime, the USSR delegation was submitting the following
draft resolution on the future of the Caumittee (Coﬁference Room Paper No. 7):

"Tre Committee on Inforration from Non-Sel.f-Governing Territories,
constituted for a three-vear period by Generai Assembly resclution 332 (IV)
of 2 December 1949, recormends that the General Asserbly adopt the following
resolution:

'The General Asserbly,
TNoting that the obligation of Administering Authori:ies under

Article 73 e of the United Nations Charter to transmit irformation on

Non-Self-Governing Territories 1is a permanent one;
it
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tConsidering it necessary that such information shouid be examined
promp{ly by permanent organs of the Assembly and the results of such
examination reported to the succeeding session of the General Assembly,

*Resolves to constitute the Coumi:tee on Information from

Non-Sélf-Governing Territories as a permarent organ of the General

Assembly.t"

The object of the draft resolution was to stiess that the oblijations
assumed by the Administering Pcwers under Articlie T3 were permanent and that
it would be illogical to have a temporary body to deal with tne subject, It
was to be hoped that the time wvouwlé came when there would no longer be
Non-Self-Governing Territories or sucih problems as race ralations and low
standards of living to be discucssed; untlii then, however, there must be a
Carmittee on Infcruation from llon-Celf-Governing Territorics and it must be

permanent,

Tne meeting ros2 at 1 p.m.

17/10 a.n.
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