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INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATTON T REGARD TO ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND EDUCATIOI\TAL
CONDITIONS IN .NCN~SELP-GOVERN.NG TERRTTORIES, INCIUDING INFORMATION ON TECHNICAL
ASSTSTANCE (A/AC.35/1.86, A/AC.35/L.92, A/AC.353/L.93, A/AC‘.35/1.95', A/gc.35/p.9§)
(continued)' et NS

' 'I‘he CHAIRMAN thanked the Food and Agriculture Organization on behalf
of the Comittee for its promp'b response to The lnterest shown by representatives
in the agricultural d.evelopment of Non-Selwaoverning Territories and for -
pla,cing copies of 1ts recent pu'b.ication The Stete of Food end Agriculture: - -
Review and. Outlool: - 19,)2 at the dispase.l of the Comnittee. .

“Mp, SHIVA RAO (.Lndi&.) sald that he was hecoming mcraasingly avare
of the pram J.cal interest shown by the spe«ciu.lized egencies, as evident from . -
their reports, in the economic » woclal and educational conditions prevailling
in e Non-Self~Governing Territories. But there was s*ill not sufficient
eviderice o:f’ full mtematlonal co-o;peration in certain aspects, In the
Secretariat memora.ndum on technical assistance. (a/ac .35/L 96), for example, . -
it was etated the.t the ratio o.’c‘ pax'ticipation of Non-Self-Governing Territories,.:
a8 compared with other under-devaloped countries, in the benefits: of technical
sssistance etill rema.ned. low, although he was glad to note that a trend- tewards
providing Territov:!.es with a larger percentage of experts than.in the previous
years wes appax'ent (paragraph 32). o :

It wes evident from pa.ragraphs 20, 22, 28 and 31 that much urgent woz‘k
hed yeot to be done wi‘ch regard to pu‘blic health as a ‘Drpl:hmmw to the
improvemnt of agricultural and economic conditions in goneral. - o

‘In the course of the past few years , Tthe Indian Government had sent a. -
large mumber of stiudents to the Unmited Sta.‘oes ’ the United Kingdom and other
comntries to train in various su'bjec'ts. On their return, the Government was
faced with the precticel difficulty of absorbing them usefully in the
Specialitios for which they had trained. It would therefore be intergsting
t0 Hoar From’ mpresentatives of the Adminisw;‘ing Powers whether they ‘had -
QXPerienced Bimilar difflvﬂl’biﬁﬂ. S T T

' . .
P N S
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With regard to the work accomplished by the regionel commissions, he
appreciated that Article 73 a’ advccated co-operation with speclalized inter.
national bodies with a view to the practica.l achieverment of social, economic
and scientific development. He was therefore scmevhat surprised by the rather
negative approach of the South Pacific Commiselon as indlcated in paragraph 83
of document AfAZ,35/L.95 which et ‘sd tha:b,»at ite ninth sesslion, the Commission
had noted that the sbsence of unenimous epproval of its previous resolution,
lnviting the participating governments to authorize it to co-operate in an
advisory and consultative cepacity for the time ‘béing with the United Nations
and five speclalized agencies, did not preclude the informal exchange of
information between it and those agencies. The caondltion requiring unenimous
approval prior to full co-operation seemed to call for an explanatiom The
presence of observers from the epeclalized esgenclos In such ecmmissions was
not sufficient. The agencles were in & position, in conducting thelr investi-
gations and in framing their recommendatioms, to heer in mind the sssential
purpeses of Article 73 and the regional Commissions should neke & more
positive effort to seek fuller co-operation with the Uxited Natlons and its
agencies. -

A recent conference of Western Zuropean representetives, dealing with
matters of special concern to the participents, had included in 1ts deliberations
consideration of the possidilitles which the Western European metropolitan
countries had of pooling thelr resources with a view to developing their
dependent territories., He recalled that the FAQ representatlive had spoken
earlier in the session of a certain delay in reaching an agreement with the
Caribbean Commission, He was not sure whether the delay meant a slowing down
in the co-operation between FAO and tuat Commiselon or whether FAO activities
in the Caribbean area could not be initlated as soon as they would be if
overtures from the Caribbean Commission were forthcoming, |

Mr. LOOMES (Australis) recalled that the Indeneslan representative hal
remarked at the previous meeting that the Administering Powers should meke =
fuller use of United Nations technical assistance in the dependent territories
and that he hed doubted whether thome Powers couldd provide a sufficlent number
- of qualified experts by themselven. The »experts of the United Natione technicel
asgistance programie were giving admlreble service and Australla encouraged' '

[the provision ‘
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| the proviEtch of such assistande. fa. thqse territories which nseded it., ~But

Yo' d1d not' fogli that. the progress of. the territories should ba gauged from:
the emount of United Nations technical sessilstanse rendered. Most such -
ssglstance came from the Administering Powex 8 themsalves, which were botter -
acqueinted with the partlculsr conditlons of the territories for which *uhey
wore rosponeible. The aduministrative services in colonial territories were &
form of technical assistaepce, The Admin...etering Powers felt that, in addition -
to the preponderence of technicel esslistence provided by themselves , supple-
mentary action wes needed and they therefore turned to the United, Natlons
Technical Assistence Administration end to other forme of intermational
co~operation, such as the Caribbean Commission and the South Pacific Commission.
Ag indicated in the preambla to the agreement estaplishing the South -
Pacific Compmission, the governments concempd. hed declded to co-operais ful.]y
in discussing matters of common interest, in initiating research and. m sesking
uethods of assisting the powlations of the tarri“oories for which they vere
reSponsi‘ble. It should be noted that, accordinz to article L of that agreemant,
the powers and furctione of the South Pacific Commission were consultativa and
ad.visory.” The Commiasion ooncemed lteelf with projecte as far a.part- -
co=operative aogie:t.ies and lingulstic research. In 1951, twenty-one aecml
and educe.’ .,;!.onai projects end ‘ten pﬁblic health programnes hed been 1naugumted; N
The South Pacific Commission was one instrument created by tihe Admix;ietering
Powers to fulfil their intemational o"oligations undex 'bhe Cherter. Both “bhe. :
Carfbteen end the South Pecific Comussions dealt with cenditions not common
to other parta of the world a.nd mch benefit was derived from the exchange of
eXyerience ancl inf’o“mtionu '

Mr. RYCIM»I\TS (‘.Belgium) x'eca.:lled tha,’c the Indone 8ian representwbive
had poin‘ced out the.t the United. Nations was anxioua ¢ ensure thal the "
None-Self-Goverm.ng Teyritories received a fair mezsure of technical assistance
’and. that a study of . the United Nat;.ona technical assiBtence reports end,
Secmtarie,t memoranda, had mede him doubt whethe* those territories o’otainerl .
from . the 1ntema,tional orea.n* zatl ons & fair proportlon in relation to vhat .
the soveyeisn Sta,tea in under-developed. areas ﬁerived. Ho. aesured the
,Indoneeian represanta.tive that the :Belgian Cengo received a mich larger measure:
of tachmmql asais‘baawe than axzy eovereign S*:.a’ce. o o |
Lrel | /1t wes
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It was generally agreed that advanced pecples were exgected to asslat those
less well adapted to helping themselves. Among the under«developed papulations,
some had more special claims on the attention of certain more develéped
countries., Belgium, for example, was naturally interested particularly in the
Belgian Conge and Ruanda-Urundi, for which it was responsible. It was
therefore not surprising that those territories applied for assistance to
Belgium more than to other sources.  Belgian experts gave much more service
at a smaller outlay to the territories under Belglan administration and the
territories were better served by such a hoémogencous group of officials than
by international teams, however willing and competent, 4

The world could make full use of all available technical assistance
programmes such as those which the colonial Powers had been implementing fbr
- decades, those of the regional Commissions, those initiated under the Truman
Plan and those of the United Nations and the specializged agencies. The
Urited Nations and the specialized agencies, however, did not have sufficient
financial and personnel resourées « their staffs were also heterogeneous and
not fully prepared o to meet world regulrements.

The Indonesiar representative's question whether the Non-Self-Governing
Territories received e fair measure of technical assistance would require an
inventory showing the assistance which they obtained from all sources and not
mereiyli*om the United Nations. Even if all the technical assistance ”
resources avallable to the United Nations and the specislized agencies were
reserved exclusively for the Non-Self-Governing Territories, they would
represent only a trifling percentege of the total assistance supplied to .them..
The Indonesian representative had referred to the shortage of nurses in Brunei,
but, if Brunei were tc have the proper number of nurses in proportion to its
population, it would requiré one for every 20,000 inhabitants., It should be
remembered that the ratio of nurses to population was much smsller in some of
the larger countries with dense populaticns. ‘

He drew the Committee’s attention to paragraphs 46 and 47 of the fourth
_ report of the Technicel Aséistance Board to the Technical Assistance Committee
(E/2213 (Vol.I)), which referred to future experimental projects. The
under~developed countries covered by the United Nations technieal assistance
programme had a total pcpulation of asbout 1,500 million. By the end of
March 1952 the United Nations and its specilalized agencies had reeruited 1,024

[technicians
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technicians for their technical assistance programmes on & short-term basis; most
of them had had no experience of working in under-developed areas. The Belgian
(ongo alone, with its 11 1/2 million inhabitants, had 4,675 full-time Buropean
officials at the moment and 2,000 more were needed to fulfil the ten~year plen.
Most of them were of the expert calibre sought by the United Nations for ite
seehnical assistance programme. They spent their entire active career in the
pelgian Congo and knew the pgople, clipate, customs, lamguages snd needs of the
Territory. To qualify for the gmgde of "officer” a university doctorate followed
by six months?! trainirg in a colonial Inotitute was required, - In Belgian
uiversities, "every faculty of law Lad its colenfanl school and every faculty of
geience its agronomical school., No {octor, medical assistant , midwife or nurse was
slloved to practise in the Belgian Congo without passing through the Antwerp
Institute of Tropical Medicine. ' _

One. thousand five hundred Europeans, meinly missionaries, were responsible for
educating the indigenous inhaebitants and were obliged to meet the Belgien
‘educational stenderd. Territorial officiels ¥n regular contect with local
chieftainsg had to study for five years in a special training college., He doubted
whether such intensive preperation for duty in the Belgian Congo would be compared
vith the training which the United Natlons was able to give its experts. On
1 January 1952, for exemple, FAO had had 271 experts and a budget of less than
6 nillion dollers for its world agricultural programme, wherees, on t.he aeme
dete, the Belgien Congo sgricultuyal serviece had had 633 Buropean technicians
ad $14,600,000 for its 1952 progremme. In addition, the Belglan Centrai Africa
Institute (INEAC), of twenty years standing, accorded technical assistence to the
ongo which many wealthy sovereign States might envy, having hed, as of
15 September 1952, 275 agents in the Congo end forty-five in Burope and a 1952
budget of $6,500,000. Twafy-five research and experimental centres had been
“esteblished throughout the Congo; all food end industrial crops and assoclated
agricultural sciences were covered. Encouraging resulte had been achieved during
ite existence and the output per heetare of the various c¢rops showed considersble
increasegdue inter alia to improved seed selection, At the same time, the average
income of Farmers hed increased by the end of 1951 to eighteen times the average
for 1045, Similar progress could be noted in all other fields of economic developmts

JINEAC
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INEAC demanded- very highly qualilfied experts and insisted that.they should
work together as a team. It was prepared to .send its experts anywhere in the
world where they. could get the best training and experience and to recruit
experts from other countries if necessary.- . , '

The, United Nations programme of technical assistance was excellent. in its
own way and 1t was the only source of such assistance to the indeperndent under-
developed countries, but, as he had amply demonstrated, it could hardly be .
compared: at the existing stage of 1ts development to the immeasurably greater ..,
contribution made by Belgium to the Belgian Congo.

. 4 NL Ewumﬂ'(ngp\) drew attegtion to paragraph 79 of document

A/AC 55/L 95 and was. glad to note that indigenous representatives of..

" French West Africa and Kenya had been able to attend the international

, conference on education in the under-developed African territories, held. at

Leyden in April 1952.. - He hoped that that practice would be encouragelby all

the Administering Powers. The Secretariat document. did.not mention .the. six

very important resolutions adopted by, the Leyden conference on such sybjects .

as the education of women, the use of the vernacular languaege in education,

and the African peoples! right to universal educestion adapted to their own

particular needs. ) » - . A o
Another point which .did not figure in document A/AC 55/L,95 was the fact ‘

that .the Belglan Government had informed the United Nations thet it had been .

ungble to give. efiect to Generel Assembly resolution b IN (IV) inviting

Member States to become parties to the Convention for the. Suppression of the

Traffic in Persons end the Eyp-oitation of the Prostitution of Others. . In

explanation,. the Belgian Govermment hed stated that article 23 of the.. ‘

Convention wes contrary to one of the fundemental principles of Belgian policy,

namely, that international agreements sizned by Belglum were not autometically .

extended to the Belgian Congo. He sshed whether thet. was purely a guestion

of. principle or whether there were, in fact, any speciel conditions. in the

Belg;an,Qongq:which‘wo&Ld prevent 1t from becoming & party to the QOnvent;On.

Mr. RYCKMANS (Be,lgium) repl:!.ed that the Belgian Gove.rnment’s action

-

had.been based purely on the question of principle,
[Mr. MATHIESON
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Mr. MATHIESON {(United Kingdom) said that he would refer to the same
texts as the Indian representetive had done, although he might not reach’
ddentical conclusions. Referring first to Article 73 4-of the Charter, bz
emphasized that the principle it set forth had always been sn essential element
in his Goverrment®s policy towards 7is dependent territories. With regard to
paragraph 32 of dbcument E/AC,35/L.96, he emphasized the point made by the

. representatives of Belgium and Australis, and remerked that the paragraph

snould refer to United Nations techmicel sssistence rather than to tecimical
assistance in general, Even then, however, he &4a not think that the -

- conelusion was fully Justified snd he wonld therefore demonstrate the use

which his Government had made of United Hations facilities for the benefit of
its dependent territorfes. Those mmtwm Wed certainly benefited from
United Nations assistance as much as the other under-developed countrias of
the world, end they had probably hed rather more than their ghare of
assistance, 1f the probela was regarded from the point of view of egquitelile
sharing of the world!s resources, - |
- There was nothifig new about the ideaof technical assistance..:-It was,
in fact, a very old concept and the whole spread of ‘Western eivilization had
at the same time Involved. the spreed of tedhnical assistance, .On . thé™
international level, the special:.zeﬁ agencies, and particularly the |
International Labour Office, had been concerned with technical agsistence for

some time before the United Nationg itself had takes up *he question, - The

greatest impetus to internatiomal iInterest in technical assistance had been
given by Mr. Truman®s gpeech outlining the Point IV program. - Very shortly
after thet speech, the United Kingdow had responded 1o the call and had
promised to collaborate in the programme. - The mpbber had thed been taken up
by the United Nations and the Econcmic end Social Council hedt adopted its

‘Yesolution 222 (IX) s:Which bad subseguently been spproved by the

General Assembly. It was interesting to note that. the Committee of the

. Cauneil ‘which had drawn up ‘the obaervat;ons and gulding principles Subsaqugntly

included in the.annex to that resolution had worked under the chailrmanship of
sn official of the United Kingdom Colonie) Office, s that the United Kingdom,

ce . Jwith its
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_with its experience of similer work in its own colenisl territories, hed
been able to contribute towerds the greparati«on off the Unlted Nations - i

. -expanded programme of techuical aasi,gta.neeu The Econemic and Social Gnuncil

- resolution hed besn submitted to the:General Assembly at the end of 1949
.-and there had then been the guestion.of financing the programme and
s recrulting the staff, so that the _exfzpanded programme had not really started
to opcvate before the end of 1950. %As ea?ly as 13 Mey 1950, the Hecretary
. gf State for the Colonies had sent & eircular dispateh.to Colonisl Governments,
describing the purpose and the varipgs sources of technical asslstance.
In so doing, he had made it clear that the Colonial Office had in fact been
- fulfilling the purpmse of technical asglstance for the Colonies, and that
the United Kingdom was and would remaln the principal source of technical
assistance to them. At the same time, he had drawn attentlon to the
supplementery assistance which would aow beccme svaillable from verious

» @bher sources.

The Belgian repmaentetive had a.lreﬁdy demonstrated very effectively
the magnitude of the technical sssistance supplied by the Administering .
- Powers to their coloniel territories. - That applied equslly to-the dependent
territories of the United:Kingdom.  Officisl United Nations reports showed
that the United Nations:had employed 165 experts in 1951 to service all the
- under-developed corntries of the world, For a 1l2-month perioed, which
. .goineided epproximately with the period shown in the United Nations reports,

. . the United Kingdom had recruited 1,396 technicel. sssistante for its columu

service. That figure included 169 doctors (a figure in excess of the -
United Nations total)e Similarly, the total number of United Nations

. scholarships and fellowships grented in 1951 under the regular -snd expanded
technical assistance programmes ampunted to 451, whereas, in May 1952,

there had been 1,554 colonial students studying in the Unjted. Kingdom,
includiag 1,%5G scholarship holders. It was clear, therefore, that the
Administering Powers had accepted their résmnsi_.bilities to provide technical
assistance and that; thus far,, the assisignce. they:had provided compared
favoursbly with that whieh the United Nations was -gble to supply.

/1t had
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. It had been implied thdt the Adminiatering Powers wore denying thelr
dependent territoriea the ’benefits of United Nations technical assistance
becauge they 14 not went any interference from enyons in any way connected
- with the United Natlons, In order to show that such an assumption was guite
unfounded, he gave a detailed account of the way in which his Gove:mment had
asaocia:hed. i‘bs dependent territorles with the technlcal asslstance work of
the United Nations and ’che specializad agencles,
Collaboration with UNESCO had mGluded the attendance of representatives
of the Colonlal Office and of various colonies at UNESCO confevences. Two
experts had been provided hy UNESCO s one to help ;I,n the literacy cempalgn
in Jazqg.it?a end the other to help in the study of language problems In Nigerila. |
-The extent of the collaboratlon with WHO could be seen from document ... -
A/Ac.35fa,86. The funds supplied by UNICEF, working in co-operation with
WHO' and the Governments concerned, hed been of great assistance in’
United K*ngdom dsapendent territories, A child feeding prOgramne had bean
 esteblighed in British Honduras in 1950 and contimued into 1951, In
North Borneo, speclalist etaff had been provided to train nurses and heelth
visitors snd to promote maternity end child welfare work.. Extensive BCG
vacoination aampa:l{ms ‘had been carried out and many other pro,jects had
benefited_ greatly from the esslstence of UNICEF and WHO. Seven WHO fellw-
ships had ‘veen awarded during 1951 to offlcers of the Colenial Medical Seyvice,
W;lth regard to FAO , the Colonial Governments had always played . an active
'“ﬂ“‘a in the Teglional meetings a.rra.ngea. by that urganization end Lo:l.onﬂ.al '
: -Government officials had also attended training courses erganized. ‘by FAO.
Under the expa.nded. taclmioal zesigtance programme, ‘bhir'been appl:{cations for
experts had been submitld to FAO on behalf of Unlted Kingdom dependéncias 3
~all the a.pplica.tions had been anprpVed and four of them had already been met.
l'-a.rly in 1952 » & tralning courss in timber e;racling had been 0rgan:lzed under
the Joint anspices of FAO and the Government of the Pederation of Malaya for
trainees from the countries of South-East Asla. The Govermments of Hong Kong,
Maleya a.nd Bornso had suppcrtea rice hybridization experiments undertaken
under the anspicas of the Internetionsl Rice Copmission, Finally, six |
fellwshipa he.d 'been ewarded ‘b.v FAO to candiddtes from United Kingdom depu-memies..

/Gollaboration
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Céllaboration with JLO had 1ncludedfthenattendance of representatives :
from the Unxted.Kingdom depenéenc;es at various conferences and seminars. ;
The ILO Committees of Experts on the Application of Conventions and |
Recommandat;ons and on Soc;al'quiqy in Non-Metropoliten Territories
included members from United Kingdém dependencies, Under the expanded
programme of ﬁechnical,gssistanae,{iLO bed proviéedftwo experts to advige
the Government of Singspore on the@ﬁrqposed establishment of & Provident
Fund. A trade unionist from Trini@éd and an official of the Labour
Department of the Government of thefFedaratian of Malmye had been granted
ILO fellowships for study sbroad. . : ,

Thus, the record shqwéd that the United Kingdon certainly had no obJectior
to assoclating ite dependent territories with the work of the ppecialized
sgencies. In fzet, there had been zo meny applications from the United Kingdon
end its dependencies to send representatives to a conference to be held by
UNESCO in Nigerié that UNESCO, through no fault of its own, had been obliged
to refuse some of the applicatious. . . :

The participation of the United Kingdom dependent territories in the
benefits of the United Nations Expanded Programme of Technleal Assistance
had been ensured as early ag June 1951 by a basic agreement concluded, with
‘the Orgenization and the specialized agencies. Colonial governments were .
constently urged to take advantege of the facilities available to them and a
proeedure had been worked out for the conclusion of supplementa ~ agréements
between particular sgencies and np“‘* ant governments. Opportunities for
infarmal discussions with the United Nations Technicsl Assistance Administratic

‘regerding the wtilization of gpecific technical services were welcomed by both
the metropoliten goverament and the governments of the dependent territories.
;fNevertheless, the initiative in-applying for assistance was left to those
governments in order to ensure that reguests would follow the pattern of .
Qevelopment euvisaged in their respective development plans. Many
applications were made directly to.the-approprda$é specialized agencies.
Othere, hovever, particularly in matters not covered by the agencies, such
a8 public administr,ation end social welfare, were addressed to the
~ United Nations Technical Assistance Administration., One of the most
important functions of the centrel organ, through the Technical Assistance Boert
Jwas to i
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vae to co-ordinate ‘hechnical assistan ; define responsibility in the various
fields and prevent duplication or overlapping wi-taa the work of the specialized
agencles. It would be seen from. volmne II of the fourth report of the
Technical Assistance Board to TAC (E/2213) that from one-quarter ‘to one—-third.
- of the total number of requests recelved oame from Non-Self-Governing Territories.
While the United Kinglom was especic ‘ly gratified by the valuable fellowships
-and scholerships awarded to colonial candidetes under the technical essistance
progremmes, their number was not likely to exceed that of scholarships granted
by the mtropolitan Power 1teelf,

A further. Importent contribution to. the technical agsslstance flowing to
the United Kingdom dependent territories was heing md.a through such outside
regiona.l groups ag the Colombo Plan na.tions s CCTA and ECA. ‘'The Oolombo Plan
repmsented a conserted effort by the governments of soverelgn as well 88 )
| dependent territoriss in South-East Asla to co-ordinate develorment ;plans and,
- through mutual assistence, to ralse the stendards of living of the peoples in
the area. = The cost of the six~year progi‘ama to the United Kingdom depeﬁdenﬁ.
toxrritories in the region was being defrayed from the territuries® own
resources and from those of the metropoliten govermment. 4 Joint fund had
also been get asgide to finance a concurrent programme of technlcael co-operation,
which wauid rrovide the participating countries with training facilities,
including equipment, and the services of experts. United Kingdem dependent
territories could apply for assistance from that fund only against the contri'bu—

tion of natlons othey than +he T 4al Tz"{nnanm O rmr, men"iv’ tha TTw-Ii*a.ﬂ T(‘-!nryﬂrm
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contribution to the Colombo Plan would be made avallsble to cour*ries other then
its own dependent territories. Up to 30 June 1952, 38 cendidates from those
areas hed been eccepted For trairiing under the technical co-operation scheme.
In that par'b of the world, the United Kingdom was elso participa-bing in the work
of ECAFE and, drew 1ts. representatives to sub-connnitteea dealing with problems

of special concern to the peoples of Southv-ﬂast Asla from the Non-BSelf-Governing
Territories in the area,

- ;i‘eéixnical co~operation in Africa wes eneured by CCTA, a body comprising -
the govermnment of Belglum, France, Portugal, Southern Rhodesia, the Union of
South Africe and the United Kingdem. Apart from the bilenniel seseions at which
common policies were elaborated, technital conferences were regulerly held on

et , - [the broad
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the droad problems of public health, yural economy ete. at which United Nationg
gpeciallzed agencies were ,repreaented-; and recopmendations were made Tor action
by Member Govermments. Although ool;;inial governmerts often found 1t Aifficult .
%o spasre local experts for part&o;pati;ﬁ?bn in swch international meetings, the
United Kingdom urged them to do so. As a regult of conference reccmmendations,
& serles of inter~African bureaus engaged in claselfying, sumerizlng eand
disseminating tochnical information linked the varicus colonial administrations
on a permement basis. A permement secreterlat hed also heen set up in London .
to co-ordinate activities Yotween sesslons of (CTA and to mainteln liaison
with the United Nations speciallzed sgencies. Flnally, the Scientific Council
for Africa supplenentod the work of CUTA and the technical conferences by
orgenizing meetings of experta to deel with African sclentifle. problems,
Through ECA and 1ts succegser organization, the Mutual Security Agency,
gubgtantlel technical assistance had teen provided to the United Kinglom
colonial territories for general development and, particularly, for the promotion
of mineral preduction. Teoans for basic materlals development might also
become aveilable through MSA. The Overseas Territery Committee of OREC, .
composed of those mombers of the European organization with responsibility for
- overseas Non-Sell-Governing Territories, was also co-operating to promote the
‘tefvitories' economic and moclal develomment. Its sub-commitices examined
technical Pfoblems which hed arisen in connoxion with the study of development
. programmes. A recent conference on plant breeding, for exemple, had resulted
An a valuable exchange of exporience between various celeonial experts. |
The compreheonsive machinery for international co-operation created to
promote the developmeni of dependent territories had only limited value unless
the problem of the applleabdility of experlence could ve satisfactorily resolved.
. In the last analysis, the United Kingdom preferred to rely on local experstis
who had spent a lifetime studying a specific problem end had evolved a solution
mrediately applicable to local conditions, |
Replying to a query from the Indien representative s Mr. Mathleson said.
that his Government had found no difficulty in placing lellows snd scholars,
who hed begen trained abroad, upon their return o.the home territory, . Before
_endorsing the candidacy of a given appllcant, 1t had generally prepared the
post he was to £ill upon campletion of his specialized United Natlons tralning.

[Commenting J
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Comnenting on the role of the South Pacific and Caribbean \Cmmnissions,
he noted that they conatituted a forum for the congideration of reglonal
technicel assistance needs and provided an adminiatrative focus for regional
projects. Their policies, however, were determined exclusively by their
menbers. Thus, while they could suggest or support applications for |
United Natlons technical assistance, their constitutions probebly barred
them from making such applicetion on behslf of any territory, The repreasptapive
of FAO might sey whether his agemey wowld wigari the Caribtesn Coumission legally
competent to apply for end recedxs ssuighisne wndey FAO statutes. In view of
the difficulties pregented by ths two lagel agyects of the question, the members
of the roglonal Commlssions showld net be condemnsed out of hend on the pretext
that they weve deliberately refusimg s smilss the technical assistance of the
United Nations, | - |

Moresover, in addition Yo the asgistance they furnished to the dependent
texrritories which constituted their primary responsibility under Article T3 .
the Administering Powers, through the United Nations Technlcal Assistance
Programmes, were actively assisting the development of 21l other under-dsveloped
areas in the world, Besides contributing substentiel sums, the United Kingdom
had made every effort to meset Unlted Nations requeste for experts to be

despatched to those needy areas, The United States Government had an oubtstanding

record in that respect. Out of a total of 19 million dollars, it had ‘
contributed more than 1l millions to the Erpended Programme as of 31 July 1952;
it had accepted 105 fellows and scholars fyvom other parts of the worid for
training in the United Stetes end contributed 50 experts to the United Nations
pool for service in wnder-developed srees, The Administering Powers felt that
by asking the United Natlons for technical assistence experts for thelr
dependent areas, they wovld, so to speelk, be taking back pert of their combribue
tion to the common fund and depriving other under-developed regions of exypert
asslgtance they might need far more urgently than the terﬁtoriea under _
‘United Kingdiom administration, for example., The Importent factor was not so
mch the label attached to the expert - whether that of the United Nations or
of the Administering Power - as the qualiflcations of the man himself, In
pursvance of the obJectives of Article 73, the selection of an expert should be

[euided
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guided by the principles laid down by the Economic and Social Council. Apart
from his technical competence, he should have a sympathetic understahding of
the cultural background and the speciel needs of the people among whon he was
to work and the capacity to adapt his methods of work to local social cdonditions
and cultural traditions. '

Mr. CARGO (United Stetes of America) thanked the United Kingdan
representative for commending the United st&teﬂ Government upon its
contribution to United Nations technical assistence programmes.

Mr. DESTOMBES (United Hetions Educational, Scilentific and Cultural
Organization), reverting to the matter of international conferénces for the
benefit of Non.Self-Governing Territories, announced that his agency was 9
spongoring a .meeting on comnulsdry and free education to be held beforé the
end of 1952 with the participation of all the Pacific and South-East Asia
territories and the Administering Powers concerned. As a vesult of the
recent conference of the UNESCO National Comiissions in Bangkok, Vietnem
ﬁad decided to institute free 'and compulsory education. The Leyden conference

on education had beeu held under the-auspices of the Africa Institute, a
' national non-governmental orgenization, with nationsls of the United Kingdom,
Belgium, France and Portugal partcicipating, end a UNESCO observer attending.
It had dealt with the sgelsgl provlems crealted by the education of rural and
urban indigenous populations, spccial teaching problems in multialingual
societies and the use of the vernacular in instruction as well as the use of
the language of the metropoliten country. Its conclusions are not
recommendations to governments. In thet connexion, the Nigeria conference
on the use of the vernacular promised to be very fruitful, ,

UNESCO was particularly concerned with the problem of training expe?ta,'»

and jointly with the parent orgenization, was sponsoring a conference of
technical assistance experts to be held in New York in 1953. |

/Mr. TAJIBNAPIS
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Mr, TAJIBNAPIS (Indonesia) had not implied, in his earlier remsrks,
that the adminlstering Powers were not funiishing technical services to the
territories for which they were responsible, nor that the technlcal essistance
provided by the United Natione and its specialized agencles wag gacrosanct.

He had concluded from the data In the Secretariat papers that mmch more effective
use could be made by the Administering Powers of the facilitles offered under
the United Nations programmes, He was gratlified to note, however, that the
United Kingdom was coping with the problem most effectively and hoped that the
other Adminiéterm Powers would epproach 1t in the same spirit. He further
appreclated the co-operation of both Adminlstering and non-Administering

Powers in the collective underteking Imowvn as the United Nations technicel
agslstance programmes, under which Indomesla was receiving veluszble aid.

" On the other hand, the technical sorvices rerdered by Administoring Powers

to thelr colonial governmers could not be characterized as technical assistance,
properly epeaking, inacmuch as the former were in any case responsible for the
development of those territorles and exercised full soverelgnty cver them, '
Finally, the exchange of experilence made possible through yegional conmissions
underlined the practical necessity for them to co-operate more fully with the
Unlted Nations and the specialized agencies. |

The meeting rose 2t 1 p.m.

13/10 p.m.
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