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1. ECONOMIC ZONDITIONS AND DEVRELOPMENT IN NOR-SELF-GOVERNING TERRITCRIES:
* SECRETARY-GENERAL'S ANALYSES OF INFOFMATION AND DOCUMENTS SUSMITTED DY 110
AND PAO (item 4 of the agenda) (cortinued):

(a) Major econamic problems and yeneral aspects of economic deve .pment
(A/1c.35/L.32, A/AC.35/L.32/Add.1) (continued)

Mr. LANNUNG (Demmark) said that his delepation had listened with interest
to the opuning speeches of representatives of Administering Authorities and non-
asdministering Powers and referred particularly to the strong emphasis placed by the
Irdian represcntotive on the human factor in the development of Non-Self-Coverning
Territories. Incidentally, he could not agree with the figure of some 300
millions indicated by that reﬁreaontaﬁive as boing the total population of None
Seli<Coverning Territorics, wvhich. in h2 vicw, wes more “ikely to be in the regiom
of half that nmwmber,

Ag *0 the valushie and comprehensive material supplied Ly the Secretariat and
the specialised agenciss, he would merely sugrest that a further effort be made to
avoid repstition, He was the better able to arpreciate the value of that material
as a result of vieits wtich he had paid not ~nly to Greenland, for which Dsnmark
was responsible, but also to Puerto Rico, the Virgin Isiands and British Central
and East Africa, and which had enabled him to reslize how much more djfficult and

complex were the various problems than they appeared from s distance,

Many shortcomings were still noticeable in 11l Non-Self-Governirg Territories,
but the drys of eubjugction ind cynicel exoloit-ti-n were over, and, as was
emphasized in tho documents before the Committee and in the speeches of representa-
tives of the Administering Authorities, the old colonizl system w2s to in increasing
degree giving way to -~ new caception, In fnct, the information that had been
m2de avcilable bore witncssc to the siacrifices ind efforts being made by metro-
politan countries to assist and develop the Non-Self-Governing Territories.

By way of suppiement to the information sup-lied on Groenland, he stated that
that country's ecanomy was determined by its ~rctic climate and physical features,
Only a narrow coasstal stri- some 3,000 kilometres in length war inhcbited, the
remainder of the country being permanently undcr ice, The total population was
about 22,000 and wns scattered over approxim-tely 20C settlements, some of which
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had less than 50 inhaditants, In oonsidering the economy of Greenland, it had
to be remembered that the count-y was by nature not cnly a poor one but also one
which was only able to provide the means of human existence by a narrow margin,

Following the settlement of Scandinaviane in the southern parts of the
country during the Middle Ages and their subsequent replacement by the Eskimos,
the Danish-Norwegian monarchy hed sen® missionaries to Greenland in 1721; and
in 1773 the Danish State had taken over the ~ountry's trade in crder to protect
the interests of the inhabitints, For more than 100 years it had been the policy
of the Danish Government to see that all Stote revenues and profits accruing from
the Territory were used for the exclusive benefit of its inhabitants, That policy
had been consolidated in the Greenland Act of 1925, Again, members would recall
from the information transmitted durir.g the previous two years that a coummittee
compoded of Greenlanders and Danes hrd been working out far-reaching plans for
the eccnomic, social, political and educational advancement of tne inhabitants.
Cne ocu‘come had been that the Donish Government hed mide c¢xsideravle grants to
Greenland in an effuort to achieve, 80 far es w-s possibie, the same levol of
development as wis to be found in the mother-country. Capit-l subsidies had
bean devoted to the erectirn of new ind better hospitals, schools, child welfare
centree, dwellings, re.search stations, 2nd to providing the inhabitat s with the
equipment they required to develop their industries, It was estimated that over
a period of five years that expenditure would imount, in terms of purchasing
pa‘er, to the equivalent of roughly 1,000 Unitec St-tes dollars per head of popu-
lation, ¢r 5,000 - 6,000 dollars for an average family, That w2s a far greater
sun than Oreenland's own economy couid ever furnish, The extent of the expendi-
ture contemplated would be apprecintod when it was considered thft, had the same
been done for the inhabitants of Denmark, the cost would have been in the region
of 4,000 million d-11-rs over 1 simil-r period - an amount which, in faet,
exceeded the annusl value of Danish produwotim., In the year covered by the
information trensmitted by the Dnish Governcent ~nd in the year ending April 1951,
c¢apital expenditure in Greenland had smounted to ipproximately 20 million kroner
por annum, or sprroximately 4 million dollars, in terms of purchssing power. In
addition, working expenditure in Greenland h:=2 shown an anmnual defieit of almost
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the same amount; that deficit had, of course, been met by the mother-country.

It would be clear to all that a corresponding burden of capital expenditure and
working deficit in Denmark itself could not be borne, In fact, Denmark with its
modest resources could only acsist Qreenland in that way because of the latter

territory's small popuhtibn.

Previous reports had contained full information on the Daniech Government's
plans for the political development of Greenland, The Government held that the
{mprovement of economie, social and educ-tional conditions was ap equisite for
the political evolution of the inhaditants and that the two forms cof development
mst go hand in hand, The first stap towards self-govermment had been tzken as
early as 1157, less than ten years after Denmark haod obtained its own fice con-
stitution, Since then, other legislation had hroadened the scope of local
government, and in 195C a Nati-nal Council for Greenland, elected by universal
suffrage, had been establishad by low, To remove anv misunderstanding that might
have bsan orected by the information liid befrre the Committee, he strassed the
fact that the franchise in Greenland was a8 universal ~ind cmocratic as in
Dennmark; all who had reached the reculzite age h=d the right to vote, the oniy
exception? being those obtaining in all demooratic countriss, e.g, certairn
categories of crirdnsle and the mentally defective, Under the vame law all bills
applying exclusively to Greenland 2nd all admiristrative regulations of particular
importance to the Territory had to be submitted to the Greenland Council for
consideration and repert before being tabled in the Danish Parliament. Thus, to
a1l intents and purposes no law or.regulstion could, in proatice, be adopted
without the consent of the people of the Territory,

It was intcresting to note that the leader of thu Creenlanders, in his
opening speech to the National Councii of Greenland which had convened anly a few
days previously, had expreesed the desirs for the rapresentation of Greenland in
the Danish Parliament. He (Mr. Lannung) was sure that such representation would
be welcomed in Denmark and would dbe accorded in dus time, when among other things,
it had become possible to make the appropriste amendments {a the Danish -

constitution.

-
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Mr. VALDES ROIG (Cuba) did not consider it necessary to dwell at length
on the interest taken by his Government in the Special Committee!s work, Cuba
having been one of the countries which had proposed its sstablishment. He was
however glad to point out thait once it had started work, the Special Committee had
not disappoirtcd the hopes placed in it, but had ichieved praiseworthy results,

He had listened with keun interest to the statements made by the representa-
tives of the Adminietering Authorities who, during the general discussion, had
described the aims pursued by their respective countries in the enormous and
difficult task of promoting the economic development of the territories under
their care, The United Kingdom representative had stated that his Governmont's
prim ry aim was to organize the econony of the Non-Se'f-Governing Territories in
such a way 28 to guide them towards independence, The representative of India
had quite rightly emphasised the humunitarian aspect of that task, The United
States represertotive had stressed the imp-rtance which his Govermnment attached
to the develomment of the Non-3elf-Governing Territories in the fields of agri-
culture, health and education, Finally, the French representative, depicting the
efforts mnde by the mother—countzry in the territories of the French Union, had
stated, among other things, that the progress achieve' towards economic develop-
ment had becin mace possible by subsidies from metropolitan France and by private

investuent,

The Cuban delegation appreciated 21l those efforts, each of which dealt with
a particular aspect of the problem of the developmont of the vnrious Non-Self-
Governing Territoriena, It wished particul:rly to press for intensified eff( -ts
in the field of nutrition, for it wis s well-lnown fact th:t one-third of the
wrld!s population was undernourished and that such undernourishment ootained
particulsarly in the under-developad countries., Very serious consideration should
elso be given to the question of education and training, and efforts should be
made to develop not only elementary but 1l1so secondary and higher educztion, The
Administering Authorities should, furthermore, promote the policy of sending the
most talented native students ibroad to complete their eduoation.

He wished to inform the Special Committee thnt the Government of Cuba

strongly condemned any discrimination on grounds of race or creed in the
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on-Self-Qoverning Territories, That was of course = very delicate question
which called for olose attention am the part of the responsible Governments.

In comclfision, he congratulated the Secretsriat on the excellent and ex-
haustive documents which it had prepared for the Spu:ial Committee, and which
greatly facilitated its taek.

Nr. RYCKMANS (Belgium) said that the presence of the Belgian delegation
at the Committee!s meeting demonstrated the Belgian Government's sincere desire
to co~operate in the Coxmittee!s work, even though, on legal grounds, it still
maintained that in setting up the Special Committee and defining its functions
the General Assembly had exceeded the limite of its competence under the Charter,

Belgium naturally shared the concern which the States Members of the United
Nations had rightly shown for the welfare of the peoples of the Non-Self-Governing
Territories, but Belgium went furthsr and extended that concern to all peoples who
were not masters of their fate, whether they dwelt within the frontiers of the
metropolitan country or in territorie. separated from that country by the sea.
Belgium was second to none in recognising the duty of human fellowship which bade
the peoples of economically advanced countries hold out a helping hand to their
less fortunate drethren, and more than most she wis consciocus of her responsibilities
towards those peoples who were under her care, because she felt that her national
honour required her to accomplish that civilising missi-n,

At a previcus meeting the Soviet Union represent-tive had s=id that, as
aéxitted by Administering Authorities themselves, most of the Non-Self-Governing
Territories were extremely under-developed and even brckward, on the one hand, in
the political sense - which question being beyond the scope of the Special
Cozmdttee's work, he (Mr. Rycimans) did not propose to consider - and, on the
other hand, regarding economic development, social progress, education etc. The
Soviet Union representative had claimed, in that connexion, that the Administering
Authoriities had not supplisd the Secretary-General with information givir;g Y
pleture of the true situation, and in support of his contention had considered it
necessary to bring forward figures taken from the original documents mmd had
mntioned his sources. He (Mr. Ryclmans) would not contest the accuracy of those
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figures, since they had been supplied by the Belglan Government itself, and he was %
therefore ouite prepared to admit that most colonies constituted under-developed
areas and that there existed in the Belgian Congo tribes with a3 low cultural
stan'ard and living in very rudimentary economic canditions, Belgium was not
responsible for the situ~tion she had found in Africa. She was respcnsible for
the work she h~d d-ne thoerc over the lust LO years, -nd the work she wi3 proposing
to do there in the future, He did not agree with the Soviet Union ropresentative!s
eonclusion that the barkwerd stnta Af the ~~laning wrs duc to the fallure of the
Administering Authorities to fulfil their mission -nd tn theoir indifferonce to the
fate of their peoples. Othor speakers had not been guilty of the same arror of
Judgment, They had taken the special circumstances of each Non-Self-Governing
Territory into account and had viewed:the progress mode in the light of the
obstacles that had had to be overcome, The Prazilian representative had rightly
urged that progressive measures should not be heX' up without adequate reason, and
the representatives of the Philippines and Egypt that development rz:ogrammes should
be guided not by 3 spirit of exploitation, but by tl.c interests ol the peoples.

He was entirely of their opinion, for no one could deny the peoples of Non-Self-
Governing Territories the right to be governed in their own interests until they
were capable of governing themszlves, That was the criterion by which the acts
and prcgrarmes of colonial Powors coul! rightly be judged. There were two infall-
i{ble guddes for the aprlication of that criterion, firstly, the report by ithe group
of experts appointed by the Secretary-Genernl to study measures for the economic
dévelopment of under-developed countrics (E/1986) -nd, secondly, the report of the
Technical Assistance Boord (E/2054). Thd formor documont contained entirely
impartiasl advice to peoples desirous of improving their economic condition and the
second, requests for technicsal assistance addressed to United Nitions organs by
sovereign countries which were the bcst judges of their own interest, Did Bclgium
accept for the Congo the measurcs which the experts rdvised for under-developed
tountriee? And did Belgium afford to her colony the assist~nce which under-
daveloped sovereign countries were ~reking for themseclves? Those wore the quustions
which the wembers of the Cormittee should ask themsclves if they wanted to arrive

at an objective conclusion,
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It was hardly necessary to point »ut that barely 70 yesrs previousiy the
economic development of central Africa had been ri'l, and the way of 1ife of the
population extremely primitive, Capital had been non-existent and productivity
so low 28 to be hardly sufficient to sustain life, The country had had no pros-
pect of progress, The indigenous population had not only lacked the knowledge
and the tools which would have enabled them to improve their output, but they had
had rno desire for improvement in their ignorance of the very idea of progress.
That hed been tne étartang polut of Ecigium's work in Centrzi aAfrica, what was
the position to-day? It should, in the first place, be rememberzd that since the
foundati~n of the independent State of the Congo, the Berlin Conference had es-
tabliehed complets economic cquality between Belgium and the other Powers in respeet
of that State, The trade and capitil of the metropolitan country enjoyed no
privileges or t:'voura, nor did its products receive any preferential treatment.

The system of land tcnure benefited the indigenous population, The lands they
occupled were inalienable and they could occupy public land freely and without
chirge, There was no individual ownership of the scil ss betwecn the occuplers
themselves , but, as ageinst this, the occupction of the lar: and its cultivat’on
carried with them the right to dispose fuliy of the whole produce cf the occupierst
labour. There was no problem of rural indebtedness, m-'ney locns to natives being
prohibited, with the exception of those made at ow interest rates by the Publie
Agricultural Credit Pund whose operations were subject to close supervision.

As to the industrialization of the country, the populati-n of vhich wae
sparsely scattered and where labour was in short supply, he agreed with the sxperte
that only through progress in sgriculture could the necessary labour be released
for industry, and that industriclization therefore depended an the progress of
agriculture, Although, 3s the exrcrts also stated, the improvement in agri-
culturel ylelds through the use of improved technical methods might amount to about
50 per cent in twenty years' time, it should not be forgotten that the methods
employed in advanced countries could not be taken over lock, stock and berrsl bat
wvauld have to be adapted to canditions in the country where they were to be applied, '
It was for that resson that the experts quite rightly asked for an increase in the -
pumber of research stations in under-dcveloped terri’ -des, That was, in faect,
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what Belgium had dons, The Natianal Institute for Agriculturel Researsh i1 the
Congo had a staff of 180 research workers available in Africa, and its annual
income amounted to 250 million Belgian francs, or 5 ver cent of the colony's total
budget, That, he belie ved, was 1 result not attained anywhere else.

Once the appropriate technical methods had been evolved, tha probleam of their
disseaination arose. No affective romita could of course be expected unless
farmers had at least a minimum of education and training, ‘lence the experts were
quite right in sayir- that a complete systam of treining must be established at all
levels and that a radical transformation in the mentality of the populstion of

under-developed countries was required,

He wished, in that connexion, to draw attention to a difficulty peouliar to
Africas crritories, that was, the deep-seated prejudice of the indigenous popu-
lations agninst work on the land. Something wvery different from the mere dise-
emination of new methods wns therefore required: agricultural workers had to be
made to rerlize the vaslue of their work, and that could only be done if they wers
assured of a fair economic return, That was what B.lgium had attempted to effect
thr¢ , what was called "the peasantry policy"”, That policy was dased on several
camoepts, the first being that the traditional rural economy was incapable of
bearing its chare of the burden of a civiliged State, The secund was that the
tradftior..l agricultural methods whicrh entailed the utilisation of the soil to the
point of complete exhaustion linevitably led t~ the loss of its fertility and the
irrepsrable destruction of forest resources, They necessitated the periodical
removal of villages, thereby preventing any lasting improvement in town planning
AR in tle social fiel., The ruml population had therefore to be stabtdlised,
Lartly, a peasant cluss must be created which was satisfied with its lot and
attached to the land, Such a claas was necessary for the well-being of the wage-
earning proletariat, since it was from the peasants that industrial labour had to
bo recruited. Surprise had been expressed at the fact that labourers' wages had
not undergone a greater increase in the Bulgian Congo despite the labour shortage,
The reason was that the peasant class was prepared to take up any kind of work ?.lut
offered it the chance of even a slight improvement in ite standard of lving, It
was in fact the material advantages attaching to industrial employment that can-
stituted so great an attraction for the nacives of the jungle, They were
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attracted by the housing and medfcal care guaranteed by their employer, and by the
abundant rations; money wages were of purely secondary iniaortmce. After an experi-
pertal period uvider the aegis of the Natiornal Institute for Agricultural Research in
the Congo a policy had been evolved for the installetion of native farms: thirty
thousand farms had been occupied by the end of 1949, 41,600 in 1950, and it was
propoged to provide 16,800 more in 1951,

Apart from the staff of research workers of the Kntionsl Institute for Agri-
oultural Research in the Cango, the Agrioultural Department had 5&, Burcpean
enployees and funds amounting to 718 million Belgian francs,

Turning to the question of the fcrmation of the Tervitory's national capital, he
recalled that th: experts recommsnded the institution in the firet place of savings
associations and said that the 8avings Bank of the Belgian Congo, set up with the
technical assistance of the Savings Bank of Belgium, had bean operating since 1951
and during ite first two working months had received deposits amounting to 460
pillion Belgian francs,

The experts also recommended an efficient taxation system and pointed out the
risks involved if foreign companies were allowed to make excessive profits, the
greater part of which were trinsferred abtroad, It was therefore important to
observe that Belgian companies in the Congo had distriduted 1,700 million franecs in
dividends in 1949, their ocapital and reserves amounting to over 8,000 millionss
1,500 millions had been re-invested and 2 thousand millions had been paid to the
Bxchequer. Table 61 of the Review of Economic Conditi~ns in Africa (E/1910/add.1/
Rev,1l) showed estima’ed dividenda and profits transferred abroad as a percentage of
total exports, the figure for the Belgian Congo being 7.5 per eent, while that for
South Africa, an independent State, was 10 per cent and that for Liberia, also an
independent State, 53 per cent, He also mentioned the subetantial export duties on
muneral products exported by Puropean undertaldngs, and ststed that the security
holdings of the Belgian Congo, estimated in March 1951 at §,000 million francs, i,e,
10million dollars, consisted in the main of securities which the Exchequer had
collected froe of charge in return for the grant of mining rancessions. In the
draft budget for 1952 the yield from capit:1l and revenue h:d beer. estimated at 28
million Belgian franos,

Regarding doudble taxation, he pointed out that companies with registered offices
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in Belrium paid taxes in that ecuntry on their profits, f-ur-fifths of the amount
" being ‘-funded to the Colandial Treasury.

Capital formation, through the utilisation of unexploited resources, upon which
the experts had laid particular emphasis, constituted an important aspect of the
peasantry poclicy adopted in the Belgian Congo, whereby the indigenous population
vere encouraged to invest their labour in permenent plantations, mainly palm grovee
and rubber trees, That campaign, started some fifteen years ago, had already
Yielded noteworthy results, in particular, the bringing umder cultivation of 71,000
hectares of pulm-trees, 19,000 hectares of rubber plants, and over 5,000 hectares of
ooffce. The ten-year plan provided for an extension of that programme, In pur-
suing that policy of restoring the peasantry to a consciousness of the dignity of
labou~, Belgium had complied with the wish expressed by the re resemtative of India
who, in a noteworthy speech, had pleaded thot the peoples of Africa should be
inspirod with a new creative sririt,

->aling with the cuestion of industricligrtion, he recclled that the experts
had in mind a realistic programme that might ve swmm rized 18 foll '‘ws: buy nothing
from abroad that could be produced at home with the use of fewer resources, produce
nothing at home that could be obtained with fewer resources abroad in return for
exports of domestic products, Belgium had accepted that formula and was applying it
in practice; she was promoting the industrialigation of the Congo by various

measures such as granting exemption from import duties or reducing the amount of duty
payable on products considered necessary to industry. The informmtion supplied
showed the considerable progrese recently madse in that field, Belgium could not
accept the criticism of the Soviet Union representative, who seemed to consider

that 2ll exporte of raw materials were contrar~ to the interests of the indigenous
population, and found fault with Belgium for not having establishec heavy induccries
in the Congo, What would become of world trade if all producers »f raw matcrials
aspired to do their own processing? The special mission of certain coun'-’ -,
according to their soil and climates, must be the major consideration, For instance,
the Belgian Congo cculd supply tropical products such as palm oil, which were needed
by the rest of the world, and had every interest in developing that crop well beyond

local processing capecity,
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Another question considered by the axinrt.o was t.!.mt. of dovclopment programmos}

they recommendod under-developed countries to draw up such programmes with the

assistance of forecign oxperts, wherc necessary. Ton-year programncs had beon
drawn up and puolished for the two Hon-Self-Governing Tarritories under Belgian
adninistration, namely tho Bulgian Congo and Ruanda Urundi, That for the Congo
nadc provision for investments totalling a thousand rillion dollars, that was to
say for an amount equal to the sum totul of the loans advanced by the Inter'naticml
Bank for Reconstruction and Developmunt over the last five years,

Concluding his genoral survey, hc pointoed out that the Congo, likc othcr
under-d. relopod countries, had sufferod at cortain timos from the gap botweon the
prices of its oxports and the cost of the manufactured goods it imported, That
was a problan of intcrnational range which Belgiunm was powerless to solve. With
regard to investnments of foreign eapital, which tho undoé-dnvalopcd countries
requircd in order to derivc the maximun bencfit from technical assistance, he
pointed out that the ten-year plan for the Congo provided for investmcnts of
50,000 million Belgian francs fron Congo savings, which were continually increasing,
fror: Belgian savings and, Cinally, fron loans, which could bc obtained at
favourable rates thanks to the tuarantue of tha metropolitan country. It appcared
that thc limit of tho country's absorptivc capacity would thus be reached.

Beforc concluding he wished to recall that, in a statancnt in thc Economic
and Socirl Council, lr, Eticnnc halik, thc represcntative of Lebanon, had scid
that he found it anamalous that certein dependent torritories should be better off
econonically and socially thin certain States Murbers of tho United N.tions. He
hinsulf saw nothing anomalous in that situation, sinco it wus preciscly those
territorics which bunefit~+ from thc o8t cxtonsive tuchnical assist.nce.

_An oxanination of applications for tcchnicul assistancc showcd th.t in nearly .
all cascs thoy wore for forms of assistance which the Non=Sclf<Governing Territorics '*-‘;-;:
in gineral, and the Belglan Congo in particular, had buen rocciving for nony ycurs.
past. Rcferring to cortnin zapplications for tochniccl assistincc for which the
scrvices of axperts had bvun roquosted, ne pointcd out that the Belglun vongo '
already possosscd such surviccs togother with muny othirs, boc.usc it wius a Non=
Sclf~Governing Territory and the provision of such sorvices wos rogarded by the
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metropolitan country as part of the dutics of sovcreignty. It rdght be suid that
if thc colonies were undcr-developud it was not through lack of tuchnical

assistance, but in spiteo of the technic:l aasistance they had received on the nost

gcnoerous sculc.

He as:ared the Esyptian rcpresentative, who hud obsurved that roecoursce to
international assistance would inspirce confidence in the coionisl proplus, that
that confidence alrcady existed in the case of the Belgion Congo, because Bulgaun
hed shown th.t it wis justificd. In the Council of Governmcnt and clsew.c:., the
¢lite of thc indigenous jopulation had becn ablc to foliow the pruparation of
prograunes and had welcomod them with enthusiasm, But if Belgium had rn-* guaincd the
confidence of thc indigenous population, he thought that in order *o do so sone=
thing morce would be reqircd thin the United Livteons technic-l assistance prograne
was able to offor. It was necessary to kesp a sensu of proportion; for it rwuest
not be forgottcn that at the presant time the United Nations and its specialized
agencles had recruited 449 cxperts for the 1,500,000,000 people living in “he
undcr—deve _oped areas of the world. Thus, in proportion to its populction the
Congo would be entitlud to about 3 experts and a haif, whereas Belgium had et
prescnt 4,500 officials in Africa, and nc-onc could deny that they were technical
cxperts in the scrvice of the country, The Food and agriculiure Urganization had
lgﬂ experts, whcrcas the Nationel Institute for agricultural Hesearch in the

Congo had 180 experts working solely on research in africa; 4n addition the
agricultural services of the colony had 564 Europein agents, 35U of whou were
agriculturists responsible for popular education. The liorld Heulth Orgunization
had 70 cxperts for thc whole world; the medical scervices of the Belgian Congo
had an officisl and private staff of 1,118 Europeans. Such figures rcquircd no

cory.ent,

Finally, he wishod to point out th.t in th.ir gcneral conclusions the United
Nations cxperts had stated th-t sonc years st olapso before the flow of capital
to tho under-dovelopod countries reached u satisfactory lavel, He thought ho
could say that an objoctivc study of the intur..alivn supplicd by Belgium would
show the Committee that in the Belgian Congo thu necossary ‘mpcius had e'ffect.iv/ely
boen given.
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Mr, ZLAUD-DIN (Pakistan) paid a tribute to the representatives and
governmante of the idministering Authorities for their interesting statements and
reports. Whatever difference thzre might be either with regard to the interpreta-
tion of the provisions of the Charter relating to Non-3elf-Goverming Terr_tories
or with rugard to the amount of informati n supplied, there ws no doudt that the
Administering authorities had supplied euificient information to emable the
Committes to fulfil ite function, Those authorities all agreed that the welfare
of the irhabitants of such Territories was a primary objective. Their whole
outlcck was fortunately different from what it had beenm some twenty years and
more 2go, and he was sure that the inhabitants of such Torritories would ali one

' day attain their appropriate placs in human society.

The yardstick for measuring progress in such Territories, with their
dietinctive and varying eonditions, could not be the same for each and all of tham,
but the .uthorities caneernsd could be expected to administer the Territories for
which they were responsible in the same spirit. It was regrettable that a
camplete picture could not be obtained esince certain other countries possessing
Non-S¢lf-Grverning Territories of considerable extent were not members of the
Committee.

In the field of sconomic progress the degree of advancement in some Non-Selfe
Governing Turritories was impressive, in others less so. It was, of course,
difficult to generaliss, since conditions varied sc much from Territoery to
Turritory. It was also appreciated that a consideradle part of the economy of
some metropolitan countries depended upon the resources of their Non-~Self-Ooveruning
Territories, What was important, however, was that the Powers concerned should
put beck into those Territorias what they had taken out of them. Eff>rts towards
improving the health, education and standards of living of the native populations
wurv indced laudable, but an attempt had {0 be made to ascertain whether material
comforts alone would bring them happiness, The question of human rights had always
to be kept well in view, and indigenous populations who had made syfficient progrese
to cnable them to run their own institutions and to govern themselves should be
given such responsibility,
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It was known that discrimination ar to c¢cclour existed in some Teorritorics,
and it was the duty »f the United Nations to s¢e that such discrimination dis-

appvared, ngain, oconomic progress which rosultcd in the profits accruing to the

rulers, while the lot of the indiguncus population was merely to tcil and sweat,
could no long.r be tolerated, a8 to th: question of land owncrship, it was
recognized that conditions varied from onc Territory tc another but tho land

should, as far as poesiblc, belong t¢ the criginai inhabitants, The quecetion of

land cefcrm, theroforc, was on. of major importance. Truc, the intrcduction of
toclinical improvements in agriculturc was a worthy aim, but it wxs still more
important that the native landworker should be troated fairly and f.oeol that he
hid un intercst in the land he workeds, In his delogation's view, the native
popuiations should also have a full share in the mincral wealth of their
Territorics, In genoral, all schumcs of ecanomic developmunt should be under—
taken for the benefit of the local pcpulations, and any attampt tc serve the
cconomy of thc metropolitan Powers at the expense of the inhabitants of thoec
territorices was opun to justifiabl. objeetion,

Having becn impressed by the photcgraphs providud by thoe United Kingdom
delegation, and having experienec.d the value of a visit to a Non-Self-Governing
Territ.ry, he wipdered whether arrangements - perhaps on the lines adcptoed in
connexion with Trust Territcries - might nct uscfully be made for mumbers of
the Special C.mrittee to visit Non-Solf-Governing Territories.

In advancing criticisms and suggestions with regard to Non-Sclf-Governing
Territories, he had been fully ccnscious .f the difficult timcs through which

the world was passing, and particularly >f the many current shortages, Capital,

£ c.urs:, wis neccssary for ccon.mic d.vel.pment, and at a timc when so much

capital was being devotced to arman.nts, little could be sparod focr the development

-f backward Territories, pérticularly when the inhabitants cf those Territorics
had n. vcice and no political rights, It was, th.ruf.re, for the Ccomittee to
s that thelir {nt.rests were not sacrificed f.r the bencfit cf their rulers,
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Finally, as to the roports that 1n some Territoriuvs civil liberties were
being suppressed, such a situation was to be deplored and the metropolitan |
countries responsible for it were, in thc view of his delcgaticn, violating the
Charter of the United Nations to which they had subscribed, Those Powers should
be. avare of the march of time and adjust their polici.s accordingly.,

Mr, CALDuRSN PUIG (Mexdco) said that his country was anxious to participatc
in the work of the Spccial Committce in a constructive spirit; that being so,
he felt 1t necessary to cxpress his opinion with compict. candour, Mcexico's
poeition in regard to the problem of the Non-Sclf-Governing Turritorics was
well known, having bcen expressed time and again at numcrous conf.rences,  She
had, in fact, always declar.d her opposition to th. culonial system which,
although an improveament on the old type of slavery, remaincd nonc the less a form
of servitude, Therc was no longer any talk today of a "eolony" but of a "Non-
Self-Governing Territory", the administration of which was cntrusted to a Powar,
That change in terminology had not mark:dly affected the cssence of the problam,

The Mexican delcgation couneiderevd that the Special Ccmmittee shculd apply,
in its wcrk, the fundam.ntal principle of the United Nations: tc promote the
progressive development of the inhabitants of the Non-Self-Governing Territories
towards .adepcndence, Obvicusly, the administration of those Territories should
be cunducted with a view, not to exploiting them but, on the contrary, to assisting
them, The more backward a people, th. greater the respansibility develving on
their guides along the road to prugress, Such was the Mexican delegation's point
of view with regard to the human aspect .f the problem >f administ.ring the Non- .
Self-Guverning Territories. It was oxtrumely satisfactory, and redounded to the
credit of the Admin.stering Authorltiea, that rcprescntativcs of new States which
hadrachieved their independcne: thanks t: the understanding attitude displayed by
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those Powsrs tock thoir seats today at international assemblies, The Philippineu,
which had achicvei scviorcignty with the help of the United States, was a casc in
peint., So wer:c Indis and Pakistan, which the United Kingdum had guided towards
eelf-government, Thosc wore oxamples which, he hoped, would be followed; they
formally disproved the claims of those who had at one time maintained that ce. .a
pecples were incapable ~f self-gov ~nment,

An examinatiin _f the inf.ormati.n tronsmitted by the 3ecrotariat on the
subject of the Ncn-Self-Governing Territ.riss showed that the primitive pecples
of certain countries were living in a state of acute poverty, and that it was
urgently necessary to werk unremittingly tc promcte their econcmic devel._pment
and the parallel development of cducation and the sccial scrvices, His
delegati-n toak an cptimistic vicw, buing convinced Lf th. gcouineness :f the
effcrts madc by the Administering Authorities who were imbuud with a scns: _f
political rcalism, and rcalised that gradual improvemonts, undertaken c:-operatively,
wculd help to prevent violent changes provcked by disccit ent and revelt,

F-zrmerly, the econumic policy cf the curooean Powers had tended to restrict
the development of the colonies as much as possiblc, and in that connexicn he
cited the cxample of certain Latin Amcrican countrics, In kMexic:c, for instance,
winc and clive growing had been prohibited 8u as not t compete with producti.n
in th. metropclitan c-untry. T- try t< furce ths cc:numi:s of dependent
Territ.ries to remain only as s.urces of raw matugials end tc deny them the
pcssibility -f industrialization, cven :n a small scal., wculd be as grave an
err.r as to deny t. thisc Territ.rics th. advantag.s :f a houlthy sceial,
cultural ana e¢conomic devel:pmcnt .f thedir pecplos, It w uld b. a dangerous
rdstcke t. ignure, in 1951, the just .c;ir.tins 1 thise nin=autcnomeus
communitics, He had been oxtremely gratified .n that acccunt tc near the
Administering Auth.rities doseribe the offorts they were makiag in that direction;
and he hoped that what they had to say in the full-wing yecar weuld confimm the
optimism felt by the Mexican delegation, which inteandca t. participate loyally and
enthusiastically in the joint undertaking.
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hr., GERIG (United Statcs of Amcrica) said that his delcgaticn welcomed
eriticiem basved .n facts, but whun criticism largely t -k the f.rm of a distorti:n
of facts, it had to be iznored altogether, r an attempt had t- be made to correct

patters,

The Soviet Union Eeprcsgntative'l criticism had been in no way ccnstructive,
That was not surprising, fcr when argumunts were based .n the premise that the
gccncmic systems which prevailcd dn th t . rrit-rics and in the metrspolitan
countries wero wr-ong, it was casy t- c-onclude that ao part of thsm c-uld be right,
and consequently worthy »f cven faint praisc, As a result .{ such an approach,
the facts were distort:d, and fragmentary statistical data, taken cut -f cuntert,
inevitably led tc faulty c .rclusicne,

If, theref.r., he replicd t- .nv .r tw, :f the S.vict Uniun rcpresentative's
points, it was only t. prove that they were entirely misleading and to ramove any
imprecssion that they werce uncnswerable,

The Suviet Uni.n reprioscntative had alicgud that in Puerto Ric., Hawaii and
olscwhere therce werce n. logislative ani administrative urgans. The fact wae,
however, that every sne Jf the United Statos Non-Sclf-Governing Territcrics had
a crmnlete executive, legislative and judicial system bascd on law and affording
the citizens .f tr.se Turrit_rica every civil right «ijoyed by othir American
eigtigens, Moreover, th sc Territories roceived substantially the same aid from
the United States Gevernment ae did sther United States coomunities in tne ficlds
of health, siocial sccurity, housing and agricultur., Thoy als. received much
special aid when that was n.cossary.

The Soviet ropr-scntative had alec dealt with the questicn _f wages and
apicyments The fact was that both Pederel and territ rial logislation
prctectcd the w.rker regarding b th minimum wages and un.mployment. Vages in
Hawaii and Alaska wore the high.st in the wrld fur ¢ aparable amplcyment; and
th.ir inhabitants had absclutcly equel rights and pr.t.cti:n, ‘wages in Pucrto
Rico ranged upward fr.m 30 cente an h.ur and were rapidly rising under both
Pederal and loc31 minimun wage laws,
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It had also been alleged 4t sume length that monocculture had adverse effects
in Puerto Rico and Hawaii, The Suvie.t rapresantative wuld hardly deny that
Marxist economics acceptud the advantages of an eccacmy besed ap the principle of
division of labour and of comparative advantaga. The fact was that any aree of
the world was likely to gain whon it produced those cummodities for which it was
best suited, In Puerto Rico, an acr¢ .f land undur sugnr producusd six or seven
times as mu\ch in purchasing pow.r for other commodities as when thuse c.mmodities
were produced lccally. bhile it was truc that Puurt.é Ric: was dependent on t-lu
outside world f.r s-me of its essential imports, it could nut b denied that inter
dupendunce was a condition which applied t, practically all countries in the world,
What was undesirable was the cumplcte concentration of the wconcaic activity >f sa .
area on the pr.duction and cxport .f »ne >r two primary products, Eeconomie |
progrcss was being made in Pucrto Rico, nct by demying it the particular
agricultural advantages of its scil and climate, but by extending activity to
othur fields sc as to achisve a diversificatiocn of producticn,

Considering that he had sufficiently illuctrated the cssential falsity of the
numerous charges laid by the Soviet Union representative, he deplored the time
wasted in such unprofitable discussion, time which should have been devoted to &
search for constructivas solutions to basic problems, for which no-one was
responsible, but which wure due to the unequal distribution of human and natural
rvsources and to the uneven rate of progrdess and development in the various parts
of the world. ‘

Mr, MATHILSON (United Kingdom) welcomed an opportunity to cosmunt on
the viicws cxprussed by certain members of the Committee, He would not rafer to
the statuments made by represantatives of the othor Administering Authorities since
his Government constantly exchanged viows with those Govornments,

He particularly appr:cistod the Indian reprcscntative's statement, which would
provide a us.ful point.r for the Committee's works, He felt that his own statement
had not fully rcflccted the extent to which the activitics of the United Kingdom
Governmunt responded to the human factors involved and he hoped that later inter-
vuntions by hie delegation would in some measure remedy that omission,
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The Philippines reprasentative had raised scveral important poirts to waich he
‘M=, Matrieson) would refer during the detailed discussion on the viricus cub-items
of itau 4. H.: wished, however, to comment at thce present stage on .crtain aspects
of *hut statencnt, Tr.e rapresen-ative ol ths Philippines had et-vs:ed the n ed for
tha exastonce of genuins fundamental objeztives of econowic policy ant l.id ale
peiated to thue cesirability of dcevelopments in the cconomic patiern beurg matchod
by correspendirg drvelopmants in the social patturn. He (Mr. hathiecor.) Helieved
trhat the Speci - Coumittoors alocorolions would »rov: a useful contrizutaun towards
gstatlishing -} ¢ nature of the objectives in v _cw. In connexion witinh the point
raissd by th Thilippinis roprescntative rugarding the n.ocussity of incroas.d
oxports rusuliineg an increascd imports, he caid that his Government had Cciablisned
a so.cial maci..nery to ansure thit such an incrcase in amports, inzludinyg, intorts
from the sol’1 ar:a and oth.r ports of ths world, was ¢ffactod, He worhed also -
to call attun'icrn to thi fact that th: sochaniaw of markoting boards sst u. ty the
Urited Fir.dorm Governmont had bien dosigned to mioc® the dual danger of s'wup or

infration to whicn the Philippinces ropresentataiv: had rof rr.od,

The Pazlippines reprascntative had walcomcd ths devolomunt of tha colton-
ginning irdustry a3 - instancce of diversilication of the cconory ana hnd pointed
to the desirap:lity of th. cstablishnent of a local toextile industry. ' ~: hippy
to inforu that rcgriscrtative that ¢ textile ire ctry was in fact develcping in the
territery of Upanza. Th: Unit.d Kingdo~ zelegation would refer furthor tc that
asp.ct cf intustrial develcprmunt aw a later stage. The Philippines reprosentutive
h1d 1lsc expru-scd thoe vi.« that it was qesirable that a large proportion of raw
matorinis should be processed on the spct. In that connexion, it was to bu notod
th t vauxit: prcdiction and hydrc-ulectric powor in the Gold Cosst had bueen welded
irte 1 locad :rcdustry producing aluniniuc and suoplying, s an cddiioncl rescurce,
ra drrcipation ayctern. Jor the whole district.  With ruspuct to thu gstablisisent of
a preeessing incustry for cocol, h: explained that curtain difficultics existed
sinec thy production of chocolate or drinking cocawould require cn air-corditioned

fac ry whicn »tuld constitute un:cocnumic | .21 uxpenditure,
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Again, the Philippince rsprossntdtive had pointed to ehanges effucted in the
balunoe of the devalopment plan for the Gold Coast as ravised bty the new Govermng |
and rad, in .nat connaxion, quoted axtracts from The Feonomist. It was, howovar,
arronacue . bullave that the ruvised development programas in the Guld Coost wasy
any way ntando” Woidvort tho activities cf the population from the land sincs, |
indecd, thu plan fully reoognizud that eocoa constituted by far the principal
source nf woalth in that region. Attempts wers buing made to congquer ths swollem.
awoot disoase pruvelant at the moment, The income from cocoa-growing would do
much to holp tho extunsion of social servicses and primary education, which wme a
fundacantal ails of ths suthorities of that area.

e statmontes of the Australian and Nethorlands ruprascontatives had afforded §
a valuably r.oind o r >f tho griat diversity of ths various Non-Self-Govamning |
arritories, ranging from an industrial ar.a like Singapors to a region as prinitiv
28 Papusx. It s essontial for such diversity to be fully reccgnizoad, although s
general plan of concmic progress could bu laid down,

He found it cdifficult to raply with rastraint tc tho staterent made by tho
Joviet represantstiv:, particularly in vicw of the information recently receivod
that a preoinent colonial civil sorvant had been murdered by persons profossing
sympatniss with the theorios propagatud by the Soviot Undon.  He could not but
doplcre the way in which tho Soviet Union representative had referred to the variow
statistice supplicd in tho information tranmnittod, since he had evidently studiad
such figures clcsely in ordaer tc salsct thoge fragmemte of infcrmaticn which would
prcve Jdiscreditabls to the Administering Authorities, 1In any caxe, ju g by the
v.olume f statistics which the Scviet Uniun reprenentative had himself ¢ .ted, he
hed doefasted his ocwn assertion ths.t‘ the infcrmetion suppliod by the Admindistoring
Aullr.rities undier Articlc 73 e of the Charter was inadequate,

|

Tha Soviet Union representative had assertsd that in Northern Rhodosia all
possitloe easuros wors being taken to concentrite activity on the copper industry 1
and that c.nsscusntly the producticn of fcod had bean considorably reduced, and in
suppcrt of thal ssssrtion he had quoted figures for maize productiun in the yoars
1948 1ad Y949, In roply ho (tho United Kingdom reprosantative) pointed out that

sj

)
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the years which the Soviet Union representative had cited had been a period of
extreme drcught ir South and Central Africa. The dangerous repercussicns of
such & drought had been fully recognized by the Atmninistering Authority which had
" made strenuous efforts to secure food supplies frcm cuts.de socurces other than
Southern Rhodesia and South Africa, which had been similarly afilicted The
United Kingdom had, ndeed, purchased food all over the world, including
Argentiﬁa, on a dollar basis, and had transported those supplies to the territory

b7 working the rallway over capac.ty. As & rc.ult, famine had been averted,

The Soviet Union representative had also refcerred 4o British expor:is of
certain quantities of cocoa, gold and timber from the Geld Coaot in the poriod
2649 - 1950, Such a statement was, ho. ¢, a misrepresuntaticn of o=
situation, since exports from the Gold Crast were the respcnsibility of the
African growers themselves; indeed, such exports constituted an import.nt aspect
+& their development programme and should *hercfnre nct be termed as British

(Xportis,

The representative of the Soviet Union had referred, further, to an alleged
depr;vatién of human rignts undcr powers of ar.cest in ~frica, by police officers
and property-owners in Nyasaland in particular He fully comprehended the
concera chowed by the Soviet Unlon representa*tive cinc:, in certaln crunt-fee,
arrest was of a very finsl nature. However, in *ho torritories of Africa to which

the Soviet "nlon rcpresentetive had refurred, the principle of habeas corpg was

in force. A person arrested was put under restraint arnd trought beforc the

m- glstratc at the first possible opportunmity. If it were found that *het person
hid not been prop:rly charged, he was immecdiat-ly sct free.  Such powers of
errcst were similar to thoce which exdsted in almost «v.ry oth.r nationcl criminal
code, ~8 for ths rights of property-owners, such rish s =pplicd equally to

indig.nouvs and to European property-owncrs, wh-t.v r th. niturc of the property.
For instance, stwaling growing crops wus co:mor >n Myisi'.oni, nd malze growers
were cons.gu.ntly entitled to place under rectigint perocns chu'ng 1ntent to

comndt larceny. The prevention of crime was the cnly bauis for such legislation,
a~d the intcerprotation which the Soviet Uiion :eprisciitzt.ve had placed on that

} :lslatioa nmounted merely to an attempt %o distort thoe {actz.
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Mr. SOLDATOY (Union of Seviet Soeialist Republics) observed that the
Attcmpts ol the Unitced States and the United kingdom representetives to refute thy
stitement he had made at the thirty-third meeting had beun ineffectual,

The United States rupresentative had reproached him with having distorted
the facts, but in doing so, he had himself misquotud his (Mr. Soldatov's) words,
It would have been better thersfore if the Unitod Statcs rcprescntative had wait.d
for the record of . . meeting beforo replying. He could, morcover, have asked

h, 1f ncecssary, for the exc: tixt of his statcamcnt.

He therefore folt bound to rep.at the precise words of tho passage in hie
stataucnt which had becn attacked by the United Stetus ropresentative. After
F .....rn.g out th~t, in the Non-Self-Governing Territories dministured by Belgium,
France and the ‘nited Kingdom in ~frica, the tribal systum preventod any
political, ecvnomic and social progress end that thc policy of thu .dministering
~uthorities was aimed at nuintaining that tribal system, he had addedt "as {n
the african territorics, so in ~laska, Puerto Rico, the Hawaiian Isl~-nds and Samoa
under Unitod States administration, the indigenous popul-~tions enjoyed no
politiosl rights and their legislative, oxecutive wnd judicirl org-ns and the
org'ns of local govermacmt were not bnscd on dunoer~tisc principles.,” When a
L.yt =9 quntod, 4% should be quoted in full,

It w s a woll-dmown fact th-t in ~lnska, in Puerto Rico and in Hawaii there
were no legislative, executive and judicizl organs basod on damoeratic
principles, He considered thet he h-d clearly shown the refutrtions of the
United Statcs representative to bc unfounded.

Moreover, the particulars which he (the Soviet Union rcpresentative) had
xiv.n concerning the aituction in the territori.s axdninistored by the United
St-tes wer- -2 . fi7med in official pudbliecations. For instance, o booklet on
Pucrto Rico which had been sent to him fter he had m~de his statement and which
h¢ h.d ¢-refully studied, contuined information which confirmed all thrt he had
5.1d, even concerning the state of educ:tion in that Territory. He had noted
th-t in 1946, 28,3 per cent of ths indigunous population wns illiterato, -nd that
in 29L8 -nd 1949, 105,000 children of 6 to 12 yuars of age did not "ttend u':hool.
M. b cklet in question steted !t during the isst fow yerrs only one-half of the
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population of school age (5 to 17 years) attended school and that 70 per oeat of
the pupils were attending classes for only hall a dzy owing to the shortage of
equipment and to the lack of teachers.

He emphasized that all the facts he had mentioned were true, 33 were tim
conclusions he hid drawn from them,

With regard to the remarks made by the United Kingdom representative, he
noted thet they were axtremely vegue. Like his United States colleague, the
nited Kingdom re; -esentative would have been well advised to wait for the recced

‘of the meeting before refuting the stertements of the Soviet Union representstive.

With regard to Northern Rhodesia, he would have to repeat the exact words of
his statement: "Gold, silver, roprer 12 ctr.r fhe*els wiore also being exported
from Northern Rhodesia in increasing quantities. MNeanwhile the United Kingdom
Government failed to ensure th<t the populsation had enough f.od. Yields of
foodstuffs in the Territories had fallen off sharply instead of increasing. In
1948-1549, the maoize harvest had fallen by 50 per cent by comparison wdth ths
preceding year, whilc the wheat horvest had Leen six times lower.® Such were
'the fasts and the United Kingdom representetive had only confirmed them in hie

last statement,

Furthermore, the United Kingdom representrtive had attempted to gast doubt
on the accuracy of the Soviet Union representative's stetaments concerning respect
for human rights and for the political rights of the indigenous populations, as
well as thosc concerning arbitrery irrest. as a matter of fact, he had been
unable to deny the existence nf the legislative provisions thrt were actually in
force in the Territory; he had confined himself to moralizing and to Jjustifying
Vie necessity ot that legasl tici. by citing some preposterous examples.
hctually, the law allowed the arbitrary arrest of natives by the police, land-
owners, their servants or agents. He (Mr, So.datov) knew this to be a fact
since hs had witnessed it on the spot, but the facts he had cited were based on

'd

official documants, not on perscnal statamen’s.

Mr. INGLES (Phjlippines) wished to emphasize the fact th=at his
delegation did nit regard industriaif{zation in the Non-Self-uoverning Territories
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as a universal panacea and that it had not intended to suggest that industrialisa.
tion should take place everywhere at all costs or that it should replace
agriculture, His delegrtion had had in mind industrialisation whenever and
sherever feasible in the light of the material resoureces and of the stage of
devulopment of the various Territories,

His reference to The Egopomigy at a previous meeting had been made in order
to call =ttention to the shift of ecphasis which had been introduced by the
african-controlled Governuent of the Gold Coast in the develomment programme of
that Territory. That snift had been from diversification within a iimited
agricultural cconomy t: wider diversification in order to establish secondary
industries suited to the Territory. He waa aurc that, contrary to what hd been
suggested, the pcople of the G.1d C.zst would hive no cause to regret such a step,
His delegation had merely wished to refer to the f2¢ts regarding the econanie
develcpment programme in the Gold Cuast and not to the motives imputed tc the

planners, rightly .or wrcngly, by that artieleo,

Counuenting on the problen >f capital required for econonic developuent in
tho Non-Self -Governing Territories tco which varius speakers had referred in the
caurse Jf the dubate, he said thct his delegation believed that guarantees for
pri.ate capital werc not lacking in the Non-Self-Ooverning Tcrritories and that
indeed the metropolitan ecumtries would be concerned in establishing such
guarantces. Howsver, he enphasiscd the fact th-t the tire was past when privite
eapital could axpect to reap enormous profits., In the past, such territories
had besn regarded as a scurce >f wealth for private capital which had taken those
profits out =f the territory i tself to the metropolitan eountry. However, the
time had come when only reasonable profits could be expected and when part of the
profits should be put back into the territory itself, Privatu investore should
thorefore now be in a position to invest capital st less risk, although lower
profits would be forthcoming. with regard to publie eapital in the tature of
governuicnt funds as loans >r grants to assist econanic dovelcprent, he believed
that such contributisns wercv justifiud by the special tices linking the Adninister-
ing ~uth rities with the Ncn-Self -Governing Territories, whic™ were, on the one
hand, the special responsibilities incurred by the /dministering authorities, ard,
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on the other, the services rendered by those Territories to the metropolitan
. countries, mot only during the war but also mors recently in assisting to cover
. the dollar deficits of those metropclitan countries.

Reference had been made during the debate to thc mobilisation of domestic
capital. He wished to stress the great poverty existing in the majority of the
Noh=8elf-Governing Territorius, It seemed to him in consequence that to advocate
the mobilisation of domestic capital was, in some measurc, to indulge in wishful
thinking. It was obvicus that in Territories wherc food and clothing were
insufficiant, practically no domestic savings existed, He recalled that when
the question had been raised at the thirteenth session of the rconomic and Social
Council, the consensus of opinion had been that the mobilization of domestic
capital would prove inadequate to finance thc economic development of under-
developed countries and that external financial assistance was necessary,

2, PROGRAMME OF WORK

The CHAIRMAN noted that the gencral statements had been completcd, as
well as the rcplies thecreto, At ite next mecting, the Committee wculd, thorefore,
consider the various sub-items of item 4L in detail,

Mr, BENSON (Representative of the Secretary-General) believed it might
be of use to the Committce if he reviewed the various documents on the sub-itams
of item Lo

He recalled that, at its first eession, the Spucial Committee had, in deciding
that particular attention should be paid to cconomie conditions, stresscd the rural
aspects of development programmes, Those aspects had becen particularly cmphasised
by the representatives of Australia and of Brasil, although they had agreed with
other representatives, including those of the United States and the Philippines,
that the Committee's discussions should cover the cntire range of cconomic
development in the Non-Self-Govcrning Territories., Neverthcless, the discuseions
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in the Spuecial Committee of its first scesicn, as wcll as the actual conditions
in the Non-Se¢lf-Governing Territorics, had made it inevitable that the docaments
onn itcm 4 (b) should cover a very wid. range of problcms,

Cocument A/aC.35/L.33 was intundcd as an introduction to the prcblems of the
rural cccnomy and as A link between the g 'neral paper on veonomic - bjectives and
the detailcd papors -n various asp.cts f rural development, It att _mptcd to
r v wth main charact ristics .f th. agricult: al vconomy accirding to the chi.f
regions, and emphasis had buen placed ¢n the diversification of agriculturc, with

regard tc botn export crops and crops for l.cal consumpticn,

He then called attention to the grcup of papers concerning particular ferms
of the production cf animal and viegetitle resources,  Occuments /aC.35/L.38
and /.C,35/L.41 had be . n prapared by the Food and wgriculture crganigzation (PAa0)
and largely provided data on various crops grown in the Necn=Self-Governing
Territoties, Document 4/~C,35/L.37, also pr.parcd by F.Q, was i more detailed
paper concermning forestry policy, and he wished to call particular attention to

the obs:rvations contained in the conclusions,

In reply to the ruwarks made by the Danish reprus.ntative rcgarding
duplication cf documcnts, he said thst, since the problems were of 3 complex and
averlalpping naturc, it had been necessary to provide 2 connecting link between
the various documents. The guneral plan was one of intoerlinking studies, in
which there was no duplic tion but much comprcseicn,

Document A/AC.35/L.34, prepared by the Scer.t-riat, dealt with trends in
fisherics development in the Non-Sclf-Governing Territorics, By agreemant with
F.0, the Secratariat had, in that pap.r, paid particular attcention to those
developments which werc intcnded to crecate local fishing industrics in order to
remedy deficicneics in food consumption, F.O itsclf had undcrtaken to provide
data on ccmmercinl fisherics figuring largely in the export trade, The
information available had suggcst.d to the Secr:.tariat that one of the most
interesting developments in some of the Non-Self-Gov.ming Turritories wae thiat
of fish farming which had bcen described as 2 developmoent towards the creation
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of a new industry through measurce taken to combine mcdern soience with the skild
of the traditional fish farmer and, in that connexion, reference had boen made
to comparable information from indcvpendent countries,

The next group of papers was conccrned with the cconomic and social aspect
of the organization of agricultural prcduction through the development of
marketing and the provision ¢f agricultural credit, In the field of cradit,
the importance of the problet. cculd be gruged bv the fact that regarding Puerto
Rico, whure credit facilitics had been developed on a scale well in advance of
thcse of cther similar Territorice, the statement had boun made by the Commissioner
of griculture and Ccmmcrce of that Turritory that improved fairm practices, tho
use of bettoer tocls and the intensificaticn cf agricultural production would
depend tc a ccnsiderable uxtent on extendoo credit facilitics. The Secrotariat
document on that subject (./iC.35/L.48) also supplicd data on the growth of
co~cper-tive soci.tics and supplemcnted the repert prepared by the International
Labour Cffice (A/..C.35/L.49) on problems relating t. th¢ catablishment of

co~operative movemente,

He wished finally to refoer to document A/AC.35/L.50 which was concerned
with gcneral aspects of land distribution. He called particular attention to
the preliminary ncte of that document which referred to the three types of
studies of land in under-deveicped countries on which the Scercetariat was
engaged following decisions takern by th. Sencral -.ssembly at its fifth Qeoaion.
With a vicw to avoiding duplication and to ccvering thosec aspccts of land
problums which w.rc¢ of greatest intcrost to the Ccamitteo, the Sccretariat
document hid bewn primarily dirccted to the consideration of land distribution
by the indigencus and non-indig.ncus groups and buiwewn poensants and States,
as well as to the major Qucstions of principle arising in connexion with land
tenure,  Full usc, hcwever, had been made of the documcnt un agrarian structures
prepared for the zeoncmic and Social Ccuncil [./<003) a8 weli =8 of the very
dctailed memcranda propared for tne Trusteeship Ccuncil by the Governments of -
France and the United Kingdom.,  From thos. sourccs, thu conclusion had scumed

incvitadbl. that, owing to the cccnomic revclution w..ich was taking place, changos
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were drastically required in land utilization., However, with rcgard to
indigenous philosophies on the hclding of land, there was a basic sense cf
social respcnsibility which should be retained,

The Committee wouid wish to bear in mind when considering all those questions
that, at its thirtcenth session, the cconomic and Social Council had adopted a
resolution on 1ind refomm in r lation to th «conoumic dovelopment of undec-
developed countries, contain.d in docum.nt %/2124, which would be discusscd by
the General ~ssombly, That resolution fncuscd attention, not only on land reform
in a limited scnse, but alsc on the duvoloprint of agric.ltural credit, co=-
opsrative orgarnizations, igriculturil cxtension s.rvices, rural industries and
training programucs, Thy Special Committ-. would Joubtl.oss wish to take into
account thc ccmprehensive inquiry ond the exdsting roesclution relating tc land
and agricultural duvelommant resulting from the work of the Zccnomic and Social
Council,

It would have boen nctod that th: studics prepared for the Special Committes
on social conditions d.vot.d considcruble attention to the problems of rural
communitiecs, notably in respoct of th. cxpansicn of rural hcealth services and
rural w~elfar: crganization, 4 third Jdocument had been pruparcd cn scttlement
policics which he hoped would be distribut.d shortly,

~8 he had statced at A proevious meeting, difficult problems of sclection
had arisen in th. preparation of th. documents befsrc the Commictee by the
Secrctary-Gencral or by the specinlieed agencies, The actual information
tranamittcd by th: ‘dministering Mcmb.rs had becn brought to the kuropean Office
of the United Nations, Shculd there be cmissions of vital pointe in the
Secretarint parors, it might som.tirmes happon that such inforraticn had in
fact beun supplicd, but th-t it had not bucn thought to contribute points of
esscntial impcrtance. Jn the other hand, s had boen stot.d by the Unitcd
Kingdom rcprosentstiv., thoro might ba many oth.r points on which kncwlicdge
was as y.t inidequnte, Such 1 situation was a r flection of the complexity of
varying ccnditions, .3 hid b.un indic t.d by th. repr-sentative of Belgium,
the informaticn for each territory wus aviilable in casce where a representative

wished to leam the exact natur. of the information transzitted,
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The Belgian representative had given valuable indications on the provision
of credit fer indigenous agriculturai purposes, The Belgian Congo Public
igricultural Credit Fund had been mentioned in document 4/iC.35/L.48; however,
yreference had not been made in that document to the point of principle in that
connexion to which the Belgian representative had refurred earlier in the meeting.
That was an instance of the value df the presont discussion in eorder to obtain
supplmentary information, Similarly, the availability of international capital
had not becn included in the informatiman given., Howewer, in future, the revised
Standard Form would request information of that character,

He wdshed, in conclusion, to emphasize the fact that the Secretariat was
ctide-vouring to work out & system for using the informatian transmitted to its

greatest valua,

The CHAIRMAN noted that, with regard to the Committece's programme of
future work, there was general agreement that it would be desirable to appoint a
sub-cominit.tce with broad terms of refsrence to prepare a report reflecting the
opinion in the Special Committee on cconomic conditions and development in Non-
Self-Governing Territories, Such a procedurs would be in accordance with that
~dort-4 ~t *thc first aéssion with regard to the question of education in the
Non-Self-Governing Territories,

He accordingly suggested that the Special Committoe should appoint such a
sub-committee following the completion of the discussion on sub-item 4 (b). In
that way, the sub-committee's report could be preparcd for considersztion by the
Special Committee at the conclusion of the discussion on all the various sub-
items of item 4,

Mr. PANT (India), supported by Mr, MiTHIESON (United Kingdom), suggested
that it would be preferable for aub-item (f), General Programmes of Industrial
Development, to be considered immediatcly after sub-item (b), on rural econemy,
since those sub-items were inter-depencert in many respects, He also suggested
that the sub-committee should be appointed following completion of the discussion
on sub-item (r).

It was so agreed,

The mocting rose at 0O p.m



	biton0001A04
	biton0001A05
	biton0001A06
	biton0001A07
	biton0001A08
	biton0001A09
	biton0001A10
	biton0001A11
	biton0001A12
	biton0001B01
	biton0001B02
	biton0001B03
	biton0001B04
	biton0001B05
	biton0001B06
	biton0001B07
	biton0001B08
	biton0001B09
	biton0001B10
	biton0001B11
	biton0001B12
	biton0001C01
	biton0001C02
	biton0001C03
	biton0001C04
	biton0001C05
	biton0001C06
	biton0001C07
	biton0001C08
	biton0001C09
	biton0001C10



