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Resolution adopted by the General Assembly on 5 December 2013

[on the report of the First Committee (A/68/411)]

68/47. Nuclear disarmament

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 49/75 E of 15 December 1994 on apdiy-step
reduction of the nuclear threat, and its resolwi@®/70 P of 12 December 1995,
51/45 O of 10 December 1996, 52/38 L of 9 Deceni®97, 53/77 X of 4 December
1998, 54/54 P of 1 December 1999, 55/33 T of 20&Nwober 2000, 56/24 R of
29 November 2001, 57/79 of 22 November 2002, 5&68 December 2003, 59/77
of 3 December 2004, 60/70 of 8 December 2005, 6bf78 December 2006, 62/42
of 5 December 2007, 63/46 of 2 December 2008, 64/H3 December 2009, 65/56
of 8 December 2010, 66/51 of 2 December 2011 an@®af 3 December 2012 on
nuclear disarmament,

Reaffirming the commitment of the international community be tgoal of the
total elimination of nuclear weapons and the essalphent of a nuclear-weapon-free
world,

Bearing in mind that the Convention on the Prohibition of the Dieyenent,
Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Baglical) and Toxin Weapons and
on Their Destruction of 1972and the Convention on the Prohibition of the
Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of @l Weapons and on Their
Destruction of 1993 have already established legal regimes on the tetmp
prohibition of biological and chemical weapons, pestively, and determined to
achieve a nuclear weapons convention on the probibiof the development,
testing, production, stockpiling, loan, transfeseuand threat of use of nuclear
weapons and on their destruction, and to conclugd sn international convention
at an early date,

Recognizing that there now exist conditions for the establisminof a world
free of nuclear weapons, and stressing the neethke concrete practical steps
towards achieving this goal,
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Bearing in mind paragraph 50 of the Final Document of the Tenthecsgl
Session of the General Assembly, the first spesésision devoted to disarmamént,
calling for the urgent negotiation of agreements ttee cessation of the qualitative
improvement and development of nuclear-weapon systand for a comprehensive
and phased programme with agreed time frames, wkerdeasible, for the
progressive and balanced reduction of nuclear wegamd their means of delivery,
leading to their ultimate and complete eliminatatrthe earliest possible time,

Reaffirming the conviction of the States parties to the Treaty the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapchthat the Treaty is a cornerstone of nuclear
non-proliferation and nuclear disarmament, and ithportance of the decision on
strengthening the review process for the Treaty trecision on principles and
objectives for nuclear non-proliferation and disament, the decision on the
extension of the Treaty and the resolution on thdde East, adopted by the 1995
Review and Extension Conference of the Parties he (Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapofs,

Sressing the importance of the 13 steps for the systematid progressive
efforts to achieve the objective of nuclear disammeat leading to the total
elimination of nuclear weapons, as agreed to by $fi@tes parties in the Final
Document of the 2000 Review Conference of the PBartio the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapofis,

Recognizing the important work done at the 2010 Review Conieeeof the
Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation aidear Weapon$and affirming
its action plan as an impetus to intensify work adrat beginning negotiations for a
nuclear weapons convention,

Reiterating the highest priority accorded to nuclear disarmatria the Final
Document of the Tenth Special Session of the Gdné&ssembly and by the
international community,

Reiterating its call for an early entry into force of the Comprehensive Hatc
Test-Ban Treaty,

Noting the entry into force of the new strategic armsucibn treaty between
the Russian Federation and the United States ofrAmein order to achieve further
deep cuts in their strategic and tactical nucleaapons, and stressing that such cuts
should be irreversible, verifiable and transparent,

Recalling the entry into force of the Treaty between thettlhiStates of America
and the Russian Federation on Strategic Offensi@uBtions (the Moscow Treafyds
a significant step towards reducing their deploythtegic nuclear weapons, while
calling for further irreversible deep cuts in theirclear arsenals,
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Noting the positive statements by nuclear-weapon Statdaseir intention to
pursue actions in achieving a world free of nucle@apons, while reaffirming the
need for urgent concrete actions by nuclear-weafitates to achieve this goal
within a specified framework of time, and urgingeth to take further measures for
progress on nuclear disarmament,

Recognizing the complementarity of bilateral, plurilateral amdultilateral
negotiations on nuclear disarmament, and that dni#dt negotiations can never
replace multilateral negotiations in this respect,

Noting the support expressed in the Conference on Diseuena and in the
General Assembly for the elaboration of an inteioral convention to assure
non-nuclear-weapon States against the use or tlofease of nuclear weapons, and
the multilateral efforts in the Conference on Dmmament to reach agreement on
such an international convention at an early date,

Recalling the advisory opinion of the International Court ddistice on the
legality of the threat or use of nuclear weaporssued on 8 July 1998, and
welcoming the unanimous reaffirmation by all Judgéshe Court that there exists
an obligation for all States to pursue in good Haand bring to a conclusion
negotiations leading to nuclear disarmament in itdl aspects under strict and
effective international control,

Mindful of paragraph 102 of the Final Document of the Miarial Meeting of
the Coordinating Bureau of the Movement of Non-Alkgl Countries, held in
Havana from 27 to 30 April 2009,

Recalling paragraph 157 and other relevant recommendationghée Final
Document of the Sixteenth Conference of Heads dteStor Government of
Non-Aligned Countries, held in Tehran from 26 to Mdgust 2012*?in which the
Conference on Disarmament was called upon to @stglds soon as possible and as
the highest priority, an ad hoc committee on nucldisarmament and to commence
negotiations on a phased programme for the compgliét@nation of nuclear weapons
within a specified framework of time, including aalear weapons convention,

Noting the adoption of the programme of work for the 2¥ssion by the
Conference on Disarmament on 29 May 208&fter years of stalemate, while
regretting that the Conference has not been abimttertake substantive work on its
agenda in 2013,

Welcoming the establishment of the informal working groughwa mandate to
produce a programme of work robust in substance @rodjressive over time in
implementation by the Conference on Disarmament@®wmugust 2013,

Reaffirming the importance and validity of the Conference osabmament as
the sole multilateral negotiating forum on disarngaaty and expressing the need to
adopt and implement a balanced and comprehensogrgamme of work on the basis
of its agenda and dealing with, inter alia, foure@sues, in accordance with the rules
of proceduré? and by taking into consideration the security ams of all States,

10 A/51/218, annex.
1 See A/63/858.
12 AI67/506-5/2012/752, annex |.

13 SeeOfficial Records of the General Assembly, Sixty-fourth Session, Supplement No. 27 (A/64/27),
para. 18.
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Reaffirming also the specific mandate conferred upon the Disarmamen
Commission by the General Assembly, in its decist@#92 of 8 September 1998,
to discuss the subject of nuclear disarmament &sadrits main substantive agenda
items,

Recalling the United Nations Millennium Declaration,in which Heads of
State and Government resolved to strive for theniglation of weapons of mass
destruction, in particular nuclear weapons, and keep all options open for
achieving this aim, including the possibility of rogening an international
conference to identify ways of eliminating nuclelmgers,

Recalling also the statement on the total elimination of nucleegapons
adopted by the Sixteenth Ministerial Conference @minmemorative Meeting of the
Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, held in Nusa D&ali, Indonesia, from 23 to
27 May 2011** and recalled by the Heads of State and Governmghion-Aligned
Countries at their Sixteenth Conference, in whibhke Movement reiterated its call
for an international conference to identify waysdameans of eliminating nuclear
weapons at the earliest possible date,

Welcoming the successful convening of the high-level meetfighe General
Assembly on nuclear disarmament on 26 Septembe8.28tlwhich it was proposed
that 26 September be designated the Internatiomal or the Total Elimination of
Nuclear Weapons,

Reaffirming that, in accordance with the Charter of the UniMations, States
should refrain from the use or threat of use ofleac weapons in settling their
disputes in international relations,

Seized of the danger of the use of weapons of mass detsbny particularly
nuclear weapons, in terrorist acts and the urgesgdnfor concerted international
efforts to control and overcome it,

1. Recognizes that the time is now opportune for all the nuclesrapon
States to take effective disarmament measures hieae the total elimination of
these weapons at the earliest possible time;

2. Reaffirms that nuclear disarmament and nuclear non-prolifena are
substantively interrelated and mutually reinforginigat the two processes must go
hand in hand and that there is a genuine need feystematic and progressive
process of nuclear disarmament;

3. Welcomes and encourages the efforts to establish new nuclear-weapon-
free zones in different parts of the world, inclugithe establishment of a Middle
East zone free of nuclear weapons, on the basiagoéements or arrangements
freely arrived at among the States of the regiooscerned, which is an effective
measure for limiting the further spread of nucleeeapons geographically and
contributes to the cause of nuclear disarmament;

4. \Welcomes the ongoing efforts between the States membersthef
Association of Southeast Asian Nations and the earlveapon States, and
encourages the nuclear-weapon States in their esglying of the Protocol to the
Treaty on the South-East Asia Nuclear-Weapon-FreeeZ

15 Resolution 55/2.
16 A/65/896-S/2011/407, annex V.
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5. Recognizes that there is a genuine need to diminish the aflenuclear
weapons in strategic doctrines and security podide minimize the risk that these
weapons will ever be used and to facilitate thecpes of their total elimination;

6. Urges the nuclear-weapon States to stop immediately dhalitative
improvement, development, production and stockgiliof nuclear warheads and
their delivery systems;

7. Also urges the nuclear-weapon States, as an interim measaorée-alert
and deactivate immediately their nuclear weaponsg &m take other concrete
measures to reduce further the operational statufeir nuclear-weapon systems,
while stressing that reductions in deployments amdoperational status cannot
substitute for irreversible cuts in and the tot@inénation of nuclear weapons;

8. Reiterates its call upon the nuclear-weapon States to undertake the step-
by-step reduction of the nuclear threat and to yaout effective nuclear
disarmament measures with a view to achieving th&ltelimination of these
weapons within a specified framework of time;

9. Calls upon the nuclear-weapon States, pending the achievemttie
total elimination of nuclear weapons, to agree oniaternationally and legally
binding instrument on a joint undertaking not tothe first to use nuclear weapons,
and calls upon all States to conclude an intermatly and legally binding
instrument on security assurances of non-use amtttimeat of use of nuclear
weapons against non-nuclear-weapon States;

10. Urges the nuclear-weapon States to commence plurilateeglotiations
among themselves at an appropriate stage on furdeep reductions of nuclear
weapons as an effective measure of nuclear disaengm

11. Underlines the importance of applying the principles of trpasency,
irreversibility and verifiability to the process oficlear disarmament and to nuclear
and other related arms control and reduction messsur

12. Also underlines the importance of the unequivocal undertaking bg t
nuclear-weapon States, in the Final Document of 2860 Review Conference of
the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferatioh Nuclear Weapons, to
accomplish the total elimination of their nuclearsenals leading to nuclear
disarmament, to which all States parties are conemiitunder article VI of the
Treaty? and the reaffirmation by the States parties tha total elimination of
nuclear weapons is the only absolute guaranteenagale use or threat of use of
nuclear weapon¥’

13. Calls for the full and effective implementation of the 13aptical steps
for nuclear disarmament contained in the Final Doeat of the 2000 Review
Conference;

14. Also calls for the full implementation of the action plan as eat in the
conclusions and recommendations for follow-on awdi@f the Final Document of
the 2010 Review Conference, particularly the 22apoaction plan on nuclear
disarmament;

172000 Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons,
Final Document, vol. | (NPT/CONF.2000/28 (Parts | and Il)), parsection entitled “Article VII and the
security of non-nuclear-weapon States”, para. 2.

5/6



A/RES/68/47

Nuclear disar mament

6/6

15. Urges the nuclear-weapon States to carry out furtherucdidns of
non-strategic nuclear weapons, based on unilatei@tives and as an integral part
of the nuclear arms reduction and disarmament E®ice

16. Calls for the immediate commencement of negotiations in the
Conference on Disarmament on a non-discriminatompultilateral and
internationally and effectively verifiable treatyabning the production of fissile
material for nuclear weapons or other nuclear esipl devices on the basis of the
report of the Special Coordinat8and the mandate contained therein;

17. Urges the Conference on Disarmament to commence as aarpossible
its substantive work during its 2014 session, wihiklcoming the establishment of
the informal working group with a mandate to prodwcprogramme of work robust
in substance and progressive over time in implemttont, on the basis of a
comprehensive and balanced programme of work thleéd into consideration all
the real and existing priorities in the field ofsdrmament and arms control,
including the immediate commencement of negotiati@m such a treaty with a
view to their conclusion within five years;

18. Calls for the conclusion of an international legal instrumear
instruments on adequate and unconditional secuaggurances to non-nuclear-
weapon States;

19. Also calls for the early entry into force and strict observandette
Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treltwhile welcoming the recent ratification
of the Treaty by Brunei Darussalam, Chad, GuinessBil and Irag;

20. Expresses its regret that the Conference on Disarmament was unable to
establish an ad hoc committee to deal with nuciiaarmament in 2013, as called
for by the General Assembly in its resolution 67%/60

21. Reiterates its call upon the Conference on Disarmament to establish, as
soon as possible and as the highest priority, arhcad committee on nuclear
disarmament in 2014 and to commence negotiationsa gghased programme of
nuclear disarmament leading to the total eliminataf nuclear weapons within a
specified framework of time;

22. Calls for the convening of an international conference orclear
disarmament in all its aspects at an early datédémtify and deal with concrete
measures of nuclear disarmament;

23. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the GenerakeAdsy at its
sixty-ninth session a report on the implementabbthe present resolution;

24. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its sixtyth session,
under the item entitled “General and complete disement”, the sub-item entitled
“Nuclear disarmament”.

60th plenary meeting
5 December 2013

18 cp/1299.



