
:\ 

- '\ 

'/ 

' 

- -- ·-.n.f.LJV.L\ 1 n • ..a.. • · ~ 

18 January 1946. ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 

UNITED· NATIONS NATIONS UNIES 

/ 

i. 

GENERAL COMMITTEE 
I . 

SUMMARY REPORT OF TEE MEETING OF TEE 
SUB -COMMITTEE OF TEE GENERAL COMMITTEE WITH 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE WORLD FEDERATION OE TRADES UNIONS . ' . 
' 

Held at.Church House at 9 p.m. on 16 January 1946, 

The President, in welcoming the repre~entatives of the World 

J 

Federation of Trades Unions, explained that he had received a .letter,· '. . 
signed by Sir Walter Citrine and M. Saillant, in which. the point of 

view of the World Federation of Trades Unions was clearly set out. 

The letter (of which a copy is· attached to .this report) was 
I 

subsequently circulated to those present ~t the meeting (and has 

since been circulated as document A/BUR/8) • 
I 

2. The representatives of the World Federation of Trades Unions 

then presented three explicit requests to the sub-committee. They 

based these requests on the unique character,.importance and_ size 

of their organization (with its 65,000,000 members), emphasizing 

the assistance which it might be ab;J_e to give to the United Natiom( 

in critical times. The three requests were as follows: .. . 

(a) to· have permanent repre.sentation in an advisory and 

consultative capacity, but without vote, in the General 

Assemhly; 

(b) · to be brought ii}to regular consultation, under the 
' -

provisions of Article 71 of the Charter, with the Economic 

and Social Counc!l; 

(c) to be granted full participation in the work of the 

Economic and Social Council, with the right to vote. 

T~e first two requests were for immediate ~ction. The third was 

f~r future consideration. 

3. General sympathy with the claims of the World Federation of 
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Trades Unions was expressed by members of the sub-committee. 

There was, +w.sver, unani;,.,us agreement that the request for a vote 

,in the Economic and Socia~ Council, which would involve a revision 
\ I 0 ' I 

of the Charter, could not be entertained. This request was there-

fore withdrabn by the representatives of the World Jederation.of 

Trades Uniods for the time being. . .. 
1 . . 

· 4. With regard to the second request it was pointed out that the 

question of 1l~tablishing arrangements for. cons,;_t~tion wlth non" 

governmenta] agencies (which naturally i~cluded Trades Union . . I I I 0 

organizations) was covered by item 8 of the provisional agenda for 

the first sJssion of the, Economic and Social Council, w~ich reads 

as follows: 

"8. Constitution of a Committee to report on arrangements 
for corlsultation with non-governmental organizations." 

. Some fear, Jowever, was, expressed by the World Federation of Trades 
,, I -

Unions representatives that the issue was likely to be lost in a 

maze Gf cornJittees unless· there was some directive from the General 
I . 

Assembly. ·It was explained, therefore, that t~e most that could pe 
' ' 

·done by the General Assembly would be to make a recommendation to 
I 

. the Economic and Social Council concerning the form of regular 

I 
. : . . . . 

~ co~sultatio~ with the Wqrld Federa~ion of Tr,ades ~nions which 

sho~ld be a1ranged. ~he representatives 0f the_ World Federation 

of Trades Unions then made it quite clear that they wished the 
I . . 

General Co~itt~e to reco~end to the General Assembly to adopt a 

resolution recommending to the Economic and Social Council ·that it 
I . . 

·make suitable arrangements, within the terms of Article 71 of the 

Charter, fol consultation with the World Federation of Trades · 

Unions on a regular basis. M. Jouhaux I and M. Saillant emphasized 

that by "consultation on a regular basis" they meant permanent 

consultatioh involving attenda~ce of a representative of the 

World Feder tion of Trades Unions at every session. 

\· 

'· 
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. 5. · With reg~rd. to the first request mad.e by the' World. Fld.erat~o.n 

~f. Trad.e's Unions, to have permanent representation in af ad.visory 

and. co~sultative capacity, without vote, in the.General Assembly, 

it was explained by Sir Walter Citrine that this wa~ meant to imply 

attend.ance of representatives (not a representative) at every ~ '• 

session. , In answer, to a question by the Presid.ent, however., Sir 

Walter Citrine ~xplain~d..that he and. his colleagues had. reached. no 
' 

conclusion as to whether their representatives should. have the 

right to speak at any time, or merely when called. upon by }he 

Presid.ent; speaking for himself, -he thought that it would.. ~e 

und.esirable thRt persons s.i tting in ari ad.visory and. consul~ati ve 

capa?ity should. be regard.ed as having the same right to speak in 

the Assembly as an ord.inary member. He thought that there' would. 

' have 4o be some arrangement whereby they would. be called upon to 

speak or give advice when it was desirable. 

6. The Pres~d.ent thanked. th~representatives of the World. 

Fed.eration of Trades Unions for the expla~tion of their position 

which they had. given and assured them· that he would co~uni~ate it, 

on behalf of the sub-committee, to the General Committee of th~ 

General Assembly. 

. ' 


