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68/48. Theillicit tradein small armsand light weaponsin all
its aspects

The General Assemhly

Recalling its resolution 67/58 of 3 December 2012, as walladl previous
resolutions entitled “The illicit trade in small ras and light weapons in all its
aspects”, including resolution 56/24 V of 24 DecemB001,

Emphasizingthe importance of the continued and full implenaitn of the
Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradidae lllicit Trade in Small
Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects, adoptby the United Nations
Conference on the lllicit Trade in Small Arms anight Weapons in All Its Aspects,
and recognizing its important contribution to irtational efforts on this matter,

Emphasizing alsdhe importance of the continued and full implenaitn of
the International Instrument to Enable States tenitify and Trace, in a Timely
and Reliable Manner, lllicit Small Arms and Lighteapons (the International
Tracing Instrumentf,

Mindful of the implementation of the outcomes adopted bg follow-up
meetings on the Programme of Action,

Recallingthe commitment of States to the Programme of Acts the main
framework for measures within the activities of the#ernational community to
prevent, combat and eradicate the illicit tradesmnall arms and light weapons in all
its aspects,

Underlining the need for States to enhance their efforts tddboational
capacity for the effective implementation of theoframme of Action and the
International Tracing Instrument,

! Report of the United Nations Conference on theitiTrade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in A8l |
Aspects, New York, 9-20 July 2Gq8ICONF.192/15), chap. IV, para. 24.

2 See decision 60/519 and A/60/88 and Corr.2, annex.
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Welcomingthe successful conclusion of the second UnitedadwatConference
to Review Progress Made in the Implementation of #rogramme of Action to
Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the lllicit Tradé&imall Arms and Light Weapons in
All Its Aspects, held in New York from 27 August ToSeptember 2012 (the Second
Review Conference), and recalling the endorsemgrthb General Assembly of the
outcome of the Conference,

Welcoming alsahe designation of Mr. Zahir Tanin, Permanent Rspntative
of Afghanistan to the United Nations, as the Clddithe biennial meeting of States
to be held in 2014,

Stressingthe importance of voluntary national reporting ftdlow up on the
Programme of Action as a means of assessing ovémgllementation efforts,
including implementation challenges and opportw@stiand which could greatly
facilitate the rendering of international coopeoatiand assistance to affected States,

Noting that tools developed by the Office for Disarmameifairs of the
Secretariat, including the Programme of Action levpkntation Support System,
and those developed by Member States could be wesadsess progress made in the
implementation of the Programme of Action,

Welcomingthe coordinated efforts within the United Naticlmsimplement the
Programme of Action, including by developing the oframme of Action
Implementation Support System, which forms an ind¢ed clearing house for
international cooperation and assistance for cdpduniilding in the area of small
arms and light weapons,

Taking into accountthe importance of regional approaches to the
implementation of the Programme of Action,

Noting with satisfactiorregional and subregional efforts being undertaken
support of the implementation of the Programme etiédn, and commending the
progress that has already been made in this regactyding tackling both supply
and demand factors that are relevant to addredsiagllicit trade in small arms and
light weapons,

Reiteratingthat illicit brokering in small arms and light weans is a serious
problem that the international community should redd urgently,

Recognizingthe efforts undertaken by non-governmental orgations in the
provision of assistance to States for the implemgéon of the Programme of Action,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-Genefalhich includes an
overview of the implementation of resolution 67/58,

Welcomingthe inclusion of small arms and light weaponstie scope of the
Arms Trade Treaty,

1. Underlinesthe fact that the issue of the illicit trade in ainarms and
light weapons in all its aspects requires concee#drts at the national, regional
and international levels to prevent, combat anddieste the illicit manufacture,
transfer and circulation of small arms and lightapens, and that their uncontrolled
spread in many regions of the world has a wide eamj humanitarian and

3 AJCONF.192/2012/RC/4, annexes | and II.
4 AIB8/1T1.
5 See resolution 67/234 B.
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socioeconomic consequences and poses a seriouat ttrepeace, reconciliation,
safety, security, stability and sustainable develept at the individual, local,
national, regional and international levels;

2.  Encouragesall relevant initiatives, including those of the nited
Nations, other international organizations, regiloaad subregional organizations,
non-governmental organizations and civil socieby, the successful implementation
of the Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat amddicate the lllicit Trade in
Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspeétgnd calls upon all Member
States to contribute towards the continued impletaton of the Programme of
Action at the national, regional and global levels;

3. EncouragesStates to implement the recommendations containethe
report of the Group of Governmental Experts essdtdd pursuant to resolution
60/81 to consider further steps to enhance intéwnat cooperation in preventing,
combating and eradicating illicit brokering in siatms and light weaporfs;

4. Recallsits endorsement of the outcome of the second dnNeations
Conference to Review Progress Made in the Impleatém of the Programme of
Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the lllitiade in Small Arms and Light
Weapons in All Its Aspects, held in New York frord August to 7 September 2012
(the Second Review Conference);

5. Also recallsits decision, pursuant to the schedule of meetifagsthe
period from 2012 to 2018 agreed at the Second Re@enferencé,to convene, in
accordance with the relevant provision of the Pamgme of Action, a one-week
biennial meeting of States, in New York in 2014 aRd16, and a one-week
open-ended meeting of governmental experts in 2ad5¢consider the full and
effective implementation of the Programme of Actiamd decides to hold the next
biennial meeting of States from 16 to 20 June 2014,

6. Further recalls its decision, in accordance with the decision bét
Second Review Conferenéep hold the third United Nations Conference to Rew
Progress Made in the Implementation of the Progremmh Action to Prevent,
Combat and Eradicate the lllicit Trade in Small Armnd Light Weapons in All Its
Aspects in 2018 for a period of two weeks, precetgda one-week preparatory
committee meeting early in 2018;

7. Emphasizeghe fact that initiatives by the international commnity with
respect to international cooperation and assistameenain essential and
complementary to national implementation efforts well as to those at the regional
and global levels;

8. Encourages States to consider ways to enhance cooperation and
assistance and to assess their effectiveness er dodensure the implementation of
the Programme of Action;

9. Recognizesthe necessity for interested States to developectffe
coordination mechanisms, where they do not existorider to match the needs of
States with existing resources to enhance the imptgation of the Programme of
Action and to make international cooperation anditance more effective, and in
this regard encourages States to make use, as @ of the Programme of
Action Implementation Support System,;

6 See A/62/163 and Corr.1.
" AICONF.192/2012/RC/4, annex |, sect. IlI, paraantl 2.
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10. EncouragesStates to consider, among other mechanisms, thereat
identification of needs, priorities, national plaasd programmes that may require
international cooperation and assistance from Stated regional and international
organizations in a position to do so;

11. Also encouragesStates to take full advantage of the benefits of
cooperation with the United Nations regional cesatfer peace and disarmament,
the World Customs Organization, the Internationaln@nal Police Organization
(INTERPOL) and the United Nations Office on DrugsdaCrime, in accordance
with their mandates and consistent with nationabnties;

12. Encouragesall efforts to build national capacity for the eétive
implementation of the Programme of Action, incluglithose highlighted in the
outcome documents of the Second Review Conference;

13. EncouragesStates to submit, on a voluntary basis, natiomgdorts on
their implementation of the Programme of Action,te® that States will submit
national reports on their implementation of theelmtational Instrument to Enable
States to Identify and Trace, in a Timely and RakaManner, lllicit Small Arms
and Light Weapons (the International Tracing Instant)? encourages those States
in a position to do so to use the reporting templatde available by the Office for
Disarmament Affairs of the Secretariat, and reaifirthe utility of synchronizing
such reports with biennial meetings of States adew conferences as a means of
increasing the submission rate and improving thiéityitof reports, as well as
contributing substantively to meeting discussions;

14. Also encouragestates, on a voluntary basis, to make increassey af
their national reports as another tool for commatiity assistance needs and
information on the resources and mechanisms availab address such needs, and
encourages States in a position to render suchstassie to make use of these
national reports;

15. EncouragesStates, relevant international and regional orgations and
civil society with the capacity to do so to cooperavith and assist other States,
upon request, in the preparation of comprehenséponts on their implementation
of the Programme of Action;

16. Calls uponall States to implement the International Tracingtrument
by, inter alia, including in their national repottee name and contact information of
the national points of contact and information ational marking practices used to
indicate country of manufacture and/or countryrapbprt, as applicable;

17. Recognizeshe urgent need to maintain and enhance natioomatrals, in
accordance with the Programme of Action, to preyemmbat and eradicate the
illicit trade in small arms and light weapons, inding their diversion to
unauthorized recipients, taking into account, indie, their adverse humanitarian
and socioeconomic consequences for the affectete Sta

18. EncouragesStates in a position to do so to provide finan@asistance,
through a voluntary sponsorship fund, that could digtributed, upon request, to
States otherwise unable to participate in meetorgshe Programme of Action;

19. Encouragesinterested States and relevant international aegdional
organizations in a position to do so to conveneiaeal meetings to consider and
advance the implementation of the Programme of dctias well as the
International Tracing Instrument, including in pegption for the meetings on the
Programme of Action;
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20. Encouragescivil society and relevant organizations to stréven their
cooperation and work with States at the respectigsdonal and regional levels to
achieve the implementation of the Programme of éwiti

21. Requestghe Secretary-General to report to the GenerakhAddy at its
sixty-ninth session on the implementation of thegemt resolution;

22. Decidesto include in the provisional agenda of its sixtyth session,
under the item entitled “General and complete disement”, the sub-item entitled
“The illicit trade in small arms and light weapoimsall its aspects”.

60th plenary meeting
5 December 2013
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