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. AGENDA ITEM 37

Launching of global negotiations on international
economic co-operation for development (continued)*

1. The PRESIDENT: I should like to inform the Assem-
bly that, on the basis of consultations with a large number
of delegations, I intend to propose to the Assembly that
this agenda item be kept open in order to allow for con-
tinuation of informal discussions after the suspension of
the session today, and that the Assembly reconvene on
short notice to consider any agreements that might
emerge from the negotiations.

2. A number of delegations have asked to make short
statements for the record, and I shall now call on them.

3. Mr. BEDJAOUI (Algeria) (interpretation from French).
I have the honour to address the General Assembly on
behalf of the Group of 77 on agenda item 37, dealing
with the launching of global negotiations on international
economic co-operation for development.

4. Mr. President, allow me first of all to convey to you
the deepest appreciation of the developing countries and
their sincere gratitude for the praiseworthy efforts you
have made in discharging the great responsibility en-
trusted to you for ensuring the successful conclusion of
our work. I should like to stress in particular the role that
you personally have played in the consultations aimed at
the immediate launching of global negotiations. In carry-
ing out this task you have spared neither your time nor
your ever-vigilant efforts. You have brought to these con-
sultations the full weight of your tried and tested experi-
ence, your consistent attention and your knowledge of
people and of the machinery of the Organization. For all
this, I should like to offer you, along with our congratula-
tions, our brotherly gratitude.

5. Mr President, you will very scon be declaring the
suspension of the thirty-sixth session of the General As-
sembly. At this session priority has been given to prob-
lems concerning international economic co-operation. The
challenges of our times have imposed such problems upon
us. This session will be suspended today on an in-
complete note, inasmuch as we are unable to take a deci-
sion for the immediate launching of global negotiations.
The developing world especially can measure the magni-
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6. Two years of continuous negotiations, a special ses-
sion and two regular sessions of the General Assembly
may all be viewed in a similar light: they have failed as a
result of the inflexibility of the position of one delegation,
despite the wealth of ingenuity employed by others, des-
pite the infinite flexibility of the third world and despite
the arsenal of arguments which have been used over and
over again. Thus the improvement in the mood, which
had seemed so close at this session, has been reversed
and dissipated.

7. We have noted with interest and with satisfaction the
nearly unanimous support of our partners of the industrial
nations for the launching of global negotiations on an
urgent basis. That support reflects an awareness that we
hail. We indeed highly value this positive attitude with
regard to a process in which the stake is nothing less than
the future structure of the North-South dialogue. This at-
titude rewards our efforts and consoles us as we wait.

8. The urgency of the launching of global negotiations
is not diminished in any way. On the dedication with
which we carry out this work depends the survival of the
majority of mankind and peace for all. In regard to this
task, the goal of the Group of 77 becomes clear. It en-
compasses two aspects, which are complimentary. These
global negotiations must be launched as soon as possible;
at the same time, we must ensure that these negotiations
are in keeping with their primary mission and their pri-
mary goal—in a word, that they will be in keeping with
their essence, namely, universality of participation and
decision-making, an integrated, consistent and co-ordi-
nated approach to problems and, finally, the consideration
of these problems without discrimination or arbitrary se-
lectivity.

9. In order to accomplish that, we all have available an
appropriate conceptual framework which we have worked
out here together: resolution 34/138. Resolution 34/138
must be for all of us an unalterable policy basis for global
negotiations. In respecting it we can measure the quality
of loyalty and adherence in this entire consensus that we
have worked out together. That resolution incarnates the
spirit and the heart of these global negotiations. It lays
down the foundations, defines the approach and deter-
mines the objective.

10. It is appropriate to express here our unswerving ded-
ication to an effective launching of global negotiations by
means of a conference open to all States, the initial stage
of which could focus on the establishment of procedures
and the agenda and the establishment of a time-table for
negotiations.

11. The central role of the conference is a fact of life; it
is an integral part of the very philosophy of glebal nego-
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tiations; and it must be reaffirmed, together with all the
prerogatives which flow from it. What is at stake is the
effectiveness of an integrated, global attitude towards the
various questions under discussion, respect for those dem-
ocratic demands which are the cornerstone of the negotia-
tions, and, in fact, the very success of the global negotia-
tions.

12. To find too many pretexts to question the various
competencies of the specialized agencies in order to avoid
the central body, and therefore the negotiations them-
selves, and to deprive the conference of its primary mis-
sion and its principal justification: this, in our view, is the
logical consequence of that non-dialogue that amounts to
saying “no” to dialogue. Such an attitude—need we re-
peat this here?—is all the more inappropriate in view of
the fact that the Group of 77 has agreed to have the
global negotiations governed by the rule of consensus.
Hence, this inflexible attitude on the part of one delega-
tion is unjustified, at a time when we are witnessing a
most fortunate convergence of the positions of several
countries of the North with those of the Group of 77 in
favour of an immediate launching of global negotiations.

13. Mr. President, throughout the informal consultations
which you have held, the Group of 77 has shown a spirit
of reasonableness, responsibility and constructive open-
mindedness towards fruitful dialogue. I can assure you
that this same spirit will be reaffirmed by the Group
when you so kindly take up and pursue these negotiations
next January. This attachment which we are displaying
here is in keeping with our faith in dialogue, the essential
raison d’€tre of which will be to find through discussion
on an equal basis the solutionm of problems which concern
us all. On that condition—and that condition alone—will
a peaceful and stable future be guaranteed for us and for
future generations.

14. Mr. PLECHKO (Union of Saviet Socialist Re-
publics) (interpretation from Russian): On behalf of the
delegations of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic,
the People’s Republic of Bulgaria, the Hungarian People’s
Republic, the German Democratic Republic, the
Mongolian People’s Republic, the Polish People’s Re-
public, the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, the Ukrain-
ian Soviet Socialist Republic and the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, I should like to state the following.

15. The position of the socialist countries, on behalf of
which I am speaking, on the question of launching global
negotiations on international economic co-operation for
development has been set forth many times, and in partic-
ular in our joint statement at the 46th plenary meeting.
This position remains in force.

16. We regret that despite the efforts undertaken during
the course of the thirty-sixth session, it has not so far
been possible to take a positive decision on this question
of importance to the developing countries, because of the
negative position of one country, the United States of
America.

17. The socialist countries are prepared to continue to

participate constructively in the future, together with all
otner interested countries, inter alia within the framework
of the United Nations, in solving the problems of restruc-
turing internationzl economic relations on a just, demo-
cratic and mutually profitable basis.

18. Mr MI Guojun (China) (translation from Chinese):
At this session of the General Assembly, informal con-

sultations have been carried out and positive efforts have
been made to promote the global negotiations. I wish, on
behalf of my delegation, to thank you, Mr. President, for
the efforts which you have made.

19. The glcbal negctiations are a iong-term measure
proposed by developing countries to reform the existing
irrational international economic relations. This question
has a bearing upon North-South economic znd political
relations as a whole. Its success or failure has a bearing
upon the stability and development of the economic situa-
tion as a whole. Not only have developing countries
unanimously supported and positively and actively pro-
moted global negotiations, but at the same time the vast
majority of developed countries also endorses this ini-
tiative. That is also what was demanded at the Interna-
tional Meeting on Co-operation and Development, which
was held in October at Canciin.

20. Mr President, at this session of the General Assem-
bly, under your direct leadership and with the positive im-
petus which you provided, the vast majority of countries
reached agreement on the adoption of a simple resolution
proclaiming the launching of global negotiations.

21. This approach couid have enabled us to put an end
to the controversy that has prevailed in the last year or so
on detailed questions relating to procedure and agenda, so
that the global negotiations could begin as soon as possi-
ble, thereby allowing the progress of the negotiations
themselves to promote the solution of relevant questions.
Therefore, we have welcomed and supported the idea of
the adoption of a simple resolution and of efforts to
achieve this idea.

22. However, because a major developed country still
harbours unnecessary misgivings with regard to global ne-
gotiations and also harbours excessive concern regarding
its privileged position, it has adopted an inflexible posi-
tion with regard to the General Assembly proclaiming,
at this session, the launching of global negotiations, so
that the aspiration of the majority of countries to launch
global negotiations could not be achieved. We wish to ex-
press our regret in this regard.

23. The President of the Assembly has proposed that,
following the conclusion of this session, consultations
should continue on this question. We agree with this pro-
posal and we wish to appeal to the side concerned to
reconsider its position in order that all sides can reach
agreement in the shortest possible time on the launching
of global negotiations.

24. The Chinese delegation continues to firmly support
global negotiations as an important measure and approach
for the reform of international economic relations. We
support General Assembly resolution 34/138 and advocate
the launching of global negotiations as soon as possible
on the basis of this resolution. We shall continue to pro-
ceed from this position and to participate positively and
actively in consultations and work with ali sides towards
early agreement on this question.

25. Sir Anthony PARSONS (United Kingdom): Proba-
bly for the last time, I have the honour to speak on behalf
of the 10 member States of the European Community.

26. There can be no doubt about the importance which
the Community and its member States attach to the pro-
motion of co-operation with the developing countries to
mutual benefit and thus to the global negotiations. These
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matters are urgent. Our aim at this session has been the
achievement of an early consensus to launch the global
negotiations on a basis acceptable to all and promising
genuine progress. This attitude has governed our approach
in New York during the past weeks.

27. Mr President, we commend your efforts. You have
been patient, persistent and imaginative. You have not, as
of today, achieved the result we all hoped for, but no
doors have been closed.

28. As we see it, efforts have been made on all sides to
bridge the gap between divergent approaches. We find the
progress made encouraging and we stand ready, as a com-
munity, to do anything we judge helpful to bring the pro-

cess which you, Sir, launched at this session of the As-
sembly to an early and acceptable conclusion.

29. The PRESIDENT: As I said when I opened this
meeting, the consensus in the Assembly seems to be that
we should leave this item open in order to allow the infor-
mal consultaticns that are going on to continue, on the
understanding that the Assembly will reconvene at short
notice to consider any agreement that may emerge. If I
hear no objection it will be so decided.

It was so decided.

The meeting rose at 11.25 a.m.




