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REPORT TO THE THIRTY-SECOND SESSION OF THE ECONOMIC AND SCCIAL COUNCIL
(A/AC.97/L.2 and L.3/Rev.l) (continued)

v~. KTIAMIS (United ~rab Republic) said that he wished, first of all,

to propose a number of changes in the Soviet draft resolution (A/AC.97/L.2). He

would suggest that, in the introductory section of the resolution, the Corrmission

should mention all the relevant General Assembly resolutions and take note of the

study prepared by t~2 Secretariat. He therefore proposed that the first

pr~ambular paragraph should be replaced by the following: liRecalling General

Assembly resolutions 523 (VI) and 626 (VII) of 1952 and in particular

resolution 1314 (XIII) of 1958 11
, and that the follOWing two paragraphs should be

inserted after the second preambular paragraph in order to reconcile the views

expressed in the Commission and to avoid any political implications:

"Considering the study prepared by the Secretariat for the Commission

for this end,

IICommends the Secre\'ariat for its study;".

In the operative part of the introductory section, the v!Ord "that 11 should

be deleted, and the word IIto lf should be substituted for "shouldllj since Article 62

of the Charter provided that the Economic and Social Council might make

recommendations to lihe General Assembly, the ,wrd "should lf was too categorical

for the context.

As to the draft resolution which the Commission was to submit to the Council,

he proposed: (1) that, as in the introductory section, all relevant resolutions

should be mentioned in the third preambular paragraph, which would become the

first preambular parobraphj (2) that the second preambular paragraph should be

deleted because, although the United Arab Republic had supported in the General

Assembly the Declaration on the granting of independence to colonial countries

and peoples, he saw no reason to mention it in the draft resollltion; (3) that the

latter part of operative paragraph 1, beginning with the 'olords "including the

sovereign right ••• ", should be replaced by the following: "and to take all

measures to strengthen their sovereignty over their natural resources in

accordance with the principles laid down by the Charter of the United Nations"j

(4) that the words IIvlith respect to" in operative paragraph 2 should be replaced

by the word 1I 0ver"j (5) that the '·'ords II countries vlhich have ,wn independence

to restore and lf in operative paragraph 3 should be replaced by the 'wrds
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"independent countries to"; (6) that operative paragraph 4 should be deleted,

since it partly duplicated paragraph 6 and was too vague, and that the last two

paragraphs should be renumbered 4 and S accordingly; and (7) that the following

three paragraphs should be added at the end of the operative part:

"6. Calls for the encouragement of international co-operation in the

economic development of under-developed countries based on the sovereign

equality and mutual respect of States; ,

"7. Hopes that the International law Commission will speed up its

work on codification on the topic of responsibility of States for the

consideration of the Assembly;

"8. Considering the importance and usefulness of further studies and

recommendations for the promotion of the right of nations to sovereignty

over their natural wealth and resources, recommends that the work of the

United Nations Commission on Permanent Sovereignty over Natural Wealth and

Resources should be continued on a permanent basis."

At the meeting next morning he would be able to submit to the Commission

the final text of the amendments which he had just proposed to the Soviet draft

resolution.

He also wished to suggest, but not to propose formally, some changes in the

Chilean draft resolution (A/AC.97/L.3/Rev.l). First of all, part B of the draft

resolution might be incorporated in the introductory section of part A, which

would read as follows:

"The Commission on Permanent Sovereignty over Natural Resources,

"~earing in mind the task entrusted to it by the General Assembly in

its resolution 1314 (XIII)}

"Having examined v11th appreciation the study on the Status of Permanent

Sovereignty over Natural Wealth and Resources prepared by the United Nations

Secretariat (A/AC.97/S and A/AC.97/S/Rev.l and Add.l),

"Thanks the Secretariat for the efforts exerted in preparing such study,

"Convinced of the nped ••• "

The rest of the introductory section would remain unchanged except that, for the

reasons he had already stated, the lWI'd "that" should be deleted and the word "to"

/ ...
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substituted for llshould ll in the operative paragraph beginning '\o1ith the word

IIRequests". His reason for suggesting the deletion of the second operative

paragraph of part B, concerning the publication of the revised study, was that

such a recorrmendation would have financial implications which were exclusively

a matter for the Fifth Co~~ttee and not for the Economic and Social Council.

He would suggest the follo,ving cbaD~es in tbe draft resolution which the

Council was to recorrmend for adoption by the General Assembly: (1) The tbird

preambular paragrapb should be deleted, for it partially duplicated the preceding

paragraph; it would then be sufficient to add to tbe latter paragraph the words:

lIand must not be subordinated to conditions ,.bich conflict with the general

interests of the receiving State ll
• In tbat connexion, the word "beneficiary" used

in tbe Chilean draft resolution was teo vague, for assistance was just as likely

to benefit the country providing it as the country receiving it. (2) The words

lIand the role of the international organization in tbat field" should be added

at the end of the fifth preambular paragraph. (3) The first three operative

paragraphs should be combined into one and couched in more general terms, merely

stating that all States and in particular the under-developed countries bad the

right to determine freely the use of tbeir natural resources in order ~o be in

a better position to further tbe realization of their plans of economic development

in accordance with their national interests and to further the expansion of tbe

world economy, and that all measures taken to tbat end, as long as they were in

accordance with the principles of international law, should be respected.

(4) The following paragraph should be added after operative paragraph 4, which

would become paragraph 2:

"Hopes that the International Law Commission 'vill speed up its work on

the codification of the topic of responsibility of States for the

consideration of the General Assembly."

He considered tbat the International Law Co~~ission's work on that subject

sometimes bore a fairly close relationship to the question of perrranent sovereignty

over natural resources.

~~. PAZffi{PK (Afghanistan) said that it would help the Commission in

its '.ork if the United Arab Republic representative's suggestions could be put

in writing.

-----------~--~~--
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Mr. KHAMIS (United Arab Republic) stated that his proposals on the USSR

draft resolution would be presented as formal amendments. He had reached no

decision regarding the Chilean draft resolution.

The CHAI~~N read to the Commission rule 121 of the ~ules of procedure

of the General Assembly, in which the pro~er procedure was laid down.

Mr. BRILLA~~ES (PhiliPpines) felt that, in order not to delay rr.atters,

there should be some flexibility in applying the rules of procedure. He suggested

that, to facilitate the study of the United Arab Republic representative's

proposals, the Secretariat should circulate them in provisional form as a working

paper.

Mr. RAYMOND (United States of America) considered it desirable to keep

down the number of amendments, dO that the Commission could concentrate on a fe\-!

documents. The amendments pro~osed by the United Arab Republic representative

would alter the draft resolutions considerably. He wondered whether that

representative had communicated his suggestions to the sponsors of the draft

resolutions and whether they were pre~ared to accept them; if so, the Corr~ission

would have to study only one document on each draft resolution.

Mr. PAZHWAK(Afghanistan) said that he too thought it would be useful

for the Secretariat to circulate a draft of the United Arab Republic

representative's suggestions; he therefore supported the Philippine representative's

suggestion. He also considered that the sponsors of the draft resolutions should

agree to combine their two proposals into a single text which would also take into

account the amendments submitted by the United Arab Republic representative.

Mr. SAPOZHNIKOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that before

expressing any opinion on the substance of the United Arab Republic representative's

proposals, he would like to see them in writing. He supported the Afghan

representative's suggestion for informal discussions. He was prepared, for his

part, to confer with the Chilean representative, and considered some of the

United Arab Republic representative's proposals worthy of study and perhaps of

adoption. If agreement could be reached on some points in that way, it would

keep down the number of amendments.

/ ...
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He also agreed with the Philippine representative that it would be helpful

if the Secretariat circulated the United Arab Republic representative's proposals

as a working paper.

Mr. SCHWEITZER (Chile) thanked the Afghan representative for his

suggestion that the sponsors of the draft resolutions should confer privately

with the United Arab Republic representative. Such talks should m~ke it possible

to reconcile the different proposals.

As to the Chilean draft resolution, the United Arab ReFUblic representative

had proposed some changes in the text but had not stated the grounds for his

objections regarding the substance. Before the proposed talks took place, he

would like to hear the views of other representatives on the substance of his

proposal.

·~-··''''··1·-'-.···.··..-
-

o

The CHAIR~~N announced that the amendments to the Soviet draft resolution

would be circulated at the afternoon meeting; he suggested that the Commission

should take up the USSR proposal then.

Mr. RAYMOmJ (United States of America) said he ",ished to make it clear

that he had not envisaged the possibility of combining the Soviet and the Chilean

draft resolutions into one, for there was a prof0und difference between them; he

had merely thought that the sponsors of those two proposals might incorporate in

them whatever suggestions and amendments they saw fit.

Mr. iQYU~IS (United Arab Republic) said that the purpose of his

suggestions regarding the Chilean draft resolution, and es~ecially its first three

operative ~aragraphs, was to introduce some general principles which had been

disregarded in favour of s~ecific cases.

Mr. FLORES AVENDANO (Guatemala) considered that the Cowmission should

begin by examining and reaching a decision on the two draft resolutions before it;

it could then consider the amendments to ,·,hi,chever resolution it had adopted.

As the study made by the Secretariat showed, all countries, whether new or

old, had ~ssed laws to protect their right of sovereignty over their natural

wealth and resources. Indeed, the exercise of that right was essential to the

/ ...



The CHAm~N pointed out that, un(l~r rule 132 of the General Assembly's

rules of procedure, the prorosals before the Commission wculd, unless the

Commission decided otherwise, have to ~e Plt to the vote in the order in which

they bad been sUbmitted, and that, under rule 131, the amen~ents would have to be

put to the vote before the proposals to which they referred.

Hr. PAZHHAK (Afghanistan) recalled that, by General Assembly

resolution 1314i*~II)1 the Ccrrmissi~n had been instructed to ~ake recorr~endations

for strength~ning the pe~bent~'~vereigntyof peoples and nations over their, .. . . .
natural wealth and.resources. Such reccrr~endations could be ~ade either in the

form of a stat~ment of general principles or in a specific and detailed form.

The Corrmissioc obviously ffiUst not confine itself to reaffirming principles already

stated in ~any General Assembly resolutions; it must go further. However, if it

~ade specific and detailed recc~endations, it must ensure that the methods it

proposed for the application of principles were genuinely feasible and could be

clearly rra~ped out in the short tirre at its disposal. It nus~ also avoid going

into such detail as to limit the sc~pe of the general principles. In his view,

~embers of the Ccrrmission should merely try to agree on some recorr~endations which

would rr.ake it possible to establish, categorically and unequivocally, the

sovereiGnty of peoples and nations over their natural resources; and it should do

so in sufficiently specific terms to permit of effective international co-operation.

That did not necessarily entail a draft resolution. Members of the Commission

might ccrre t~sether, pool their ideas, and embody them in a single document which,

after beinG adopted unanirr.ously, would be submitted to the Economic and Social

Council. Each of the tHO draft resolutions before the Con:mission had its merits.

The Soviet drrft . "'solution "'~:msi3teJ. rr.ainly of a statement of general principles;

/ ...
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one or two of those principles might be considered redundant in the context, but

the remainder were unquestionably of value and the Commission should endorse

them. The Chilean resolution expressed, at the beginning of the operative part,

the fundamental idea that "the right of :Peoples and nations to permanent

sovereignty over their natural wealtb and resources must be exercised for the

benefit of the people of the State concerned" - an idea which did not appear in

the other draft ~esolution; it also made many points of detail which could with

advantage be combined with the general principles stated in the Soviet draft

resolution.
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