United Nations E/resizo13/5

7R\ | | | .
%\\A 4) Economic and Social Council 1L Ooiaber 3018

N

Substantive session of 2013
Agenda item 3

Resolution adopted by the Economic and Social Couthon 12 July 2013

[on a proposal considered in plenary meeting (E/2013/L.17)]

2013/5. Progress in the implementation of Generalgsembly
resolution 67/226 on the quadrennial comprehensive
policy review of operational activities for develoment
of the United Nations system

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 67/226 of 21 Decemd@t2 on the
guadrennial comprehensive policy review of openadioactivities for development
of the United Nations system, in which key systemlavpolicy orientations were
established for development cooperation at bothhbadquarters and the country
levels,

Reaffirming the importance of the timely and full implementatiof General
Assembly resolution 67/226,

Recalling the critical role of the Economic and Social Coilinn providing
coordination, monitoring and guidance to the Unitédtions system to ensure that
those policy orientations are implemented on a esyswide basis in accordance
with the present resolution and General Assemblysolgions 48/162 of
20 December 1993, 50/227 of 24 May 1996, 57/270fR®June 2003, 61/16 of
20 November 2006 and 65/285 of 29 June 2011,

Management processes

1. Takes note of the reports of the Secretary-General on the itooing of
the implementation of General Assembly resolutioW226 on the quadrennial
comprehensive policy review of operational actidtifor development of the United
Nations system and on the analysis of funding of operational wtigs for
development of the United Nations system for 2611;

2. Acknowledges the efforts of the Secretary-General in estabtighin
evidence-based monitoring system on the impleméentatof the quadrennial

1 E/2013/94.
2 A/68/97-E/2013/87.

13-43360 o, Sl
0RO Please recycicae [H]FIR.33kEs




E/RES/2013/5

Progress in the implementation of General Assemblgesolution 67/22¢
on the quadrennial comprehensive policy review offerational
activities for development of the United Nations sstem

217

comprehensive policy review, and calls upon the r&@ey-General, in full
consultation with the United Nations developmenstsyn, to further enhance the
analytical and evidence-based quality of the mamig report as a tool for
effective, coherent and accessible monitoring of thmplementation of the
guadrennial comprehensive policy review, while miding transaction costs
without affecting the quality of the report;

3. Requests the United Nations funds and programmes, and gison
encourages the specialized agencies with operdtiactavities for development, to
fully align their strategic plans with the quadrémincomprehensive policy review,
taking into account their respective mandates;

4. Reaffirms the importance of improving the transparency & #ctivities
and responsiveness to Member States of the UnitibNs Chief Executives Board
for Coordination and the United Nations Developm@&rbup, in accordance with
paragraph 17 of General Assembly resolution 67/2@6,this regard notes the
ongoing efforts of the United Nations developmentstem to monitor the
implementation of the quadrennial comprehensivagyoteview, including through
the development of the United Nations Developmembup action plan and the
indicators of the Department of Economic and Sogifihirs of the Secretariat, and
requests the Secretary-General, in close consoitatiith all relevant entities, to
prepare and implement a comprehensive, coherent edfettive monitoring and
reporting framework for the quadrennial compreheagolicy review;

5. Requests the United Nations funds and programmes to codstdi their
current annual reporting on the implementation lod quadrennial comprehensive
policy review within their reporting on the implem@tion of their strategic plans,
and to provide a thorough analysis, including tlglouthe selection and use of
common indicators that are fully aligned with theomitoring framework for the
implementation of the quadrennial comprehensivdqgyoteview, to their executive
boards and to the Economic and Social Council, vétkiew to ensuring its full
implementation;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to consolidate the annuyadrte on the
implementation of the comprehensive policy reviemd aon the funding of United
Nations operational activities for development irsiagle report, with inputs from
and in full consultation with all the funds, progrmes and specialized agencies and
other relevant United Nations entities, with a viewfacilitating effective, efficient
and high-quality analytical reporting on United ©Mais operational activities for
development;

7. Invites the executive boards of the United Nations fundd programmes
and the governing bodies of the specialized agend® consider integrating
evaluations of the implementation of the quadrehn@anprehensive policy review
into the evaluations of their strategic plans;

8. Requests the United Nations funds and programmes, and gison
encourages those specialized agencies with opaidtiactivities for development,
to align their strategic planning and budgetinglegcwith the comprehensive policy
review cycle, as requested by the General Asseniblits resolution 63/232 of
19 December 2008 and in paragraph 121 of its resolu67/226, and to report
regularly to their respective governing bodies angvess in and challenges to the
implementation of the quadrennial comprehensivegyaleview;
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9. Emphasizes the need for the Council to exercise its coordoratand
monitoring mandate and competencies to ensureuhamhd timely implementation
of the quadrennial comprehensive policy review;

Funding of operational activities for development the United Nations system

10. Reiterates that core resources, because of their untied ratontinue to
be the bedrock of the operational activities fovelepment of the United Nations
system, and in this regard recognizes the needofganizations to address, on a
continuous basis, the imbalance between core amdcooe resources and to report
to the Council in 2014, as part of their regulapoging, on the measures taken to
address this imbalance;

11. Urges donor countries and other countries in a posittondo so to
maintain and substantially increase their voluntamyntributions, in a manner
consistent with their capacities, to the core/raguiudgets of the United Nations
development system, in particular its funds, progmes and specialized agencies,
and to contribute on a multi-year basis, in a sun&té and predictable manner;

12. Notes, while recognizing that non-core resources areansubstitute for
core resources, that non-core resources represeiportant contribution to the
overall resource base of the United Nations devamlept system and complement
core resources in supporting operational activititgsr development, thus
contributing to an increase in total resourcespatotes the need for non-core
resources to be more predictable, flexible, lessnaaked and better aligned with
the priorities of programme countries, includingoske in the United Nations
Development Assistance Framework, and with thetagia plans and mandates of
the United Nations funds, programmes and specidlizgencies; and encourages
those providing non-core contributions to prior&izpooled, thematic and joint-
funding mechanisms at the global, regional and ¢tgutevels, in full alignment
with national development priorities;

13. Reaffirms the request of the General Assembly to the exeeuibards of
the funds and programmes and the governing bodigkeospecialized agencies of
the United Nations, as appropriate, to organizacttired dialogues during 2014 on
how to finance the development results agreed thénnew strategic planning cycle
of their respective entities;

14. Also reaffirms the request contained in paragraph 42 of General
Assembly resolution 67/226 that, as a practiceaaHilable and projected financial
contributions for operational activities for devphloent of the United Nations
system at the country level be consolidated withicommon budgetary framework,
which would not constitute a legal constraint om #pending authority of resources,
and that the framework be used to strengthen thaityuof system-wide resource
planning in support of the United Nations DevelominAssistance Framework, and
in this regard requests the United Nations fundd @nogrammes, and strongly
encourages the specialized agencies, to providernmdtion concerning efforts
undertaken and results achieved towards that emghgsof the regular reporting to
the Council on the implementation of the quadrehatamprehensive policy review;

15. Further reaffirms paragraph 39 of General Assembly resolution 67/226
and in this regard requests the Secretary-Genasapart of the regular reporting, on
the basis of information to be provided by the @ditNations development system
entities, to report to the Council at its substaatsession of 2014 on progress made
on the development of the concept of critical mafssore resources;
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16. Reaffirms that the guiding principle governing the financinfall non-
programme costs should be based on full cost ragpygoportionally, from core
and non-core funding sources, and in this regaretsithe timelines agreed by the
respective executive boards and the decision byréspective executive boards for
an independent and external assessment to be pertbm 2016 of the consistency
and alignment of the new cost recovery methodologith the quadrennial
comprehensive policy review;

Contribution of United Nations operational activities to national capacity
development and development effectiveness

17. Reaffirms the request to the United Nations development esysto
develop, for the consideration of Member Statespmmon approach for measuring
progress in capacity development, as well as toettgy specific frameworks aimed
at enabling programme countries, upon their requéstidentify, monitor and
evaluate results in capacity development to achieattonal development goals and
strategies;

18. Requests the United Nations development system to consilderfindings
and observations related to national capacity gaggeatedly highlighted by
programme countries to be addressed through th& wbthe operational activities
for development of the United Nations system;

Improved functioning of the United Nations developnent system
United Nations Development Assistance Framework

19. Requests the United Nations development system at the agulsvel to
ensure alignment of the United Nations Developm&sdistance Framework period
with government planning cycles, wherever possibk part of the overall efforts to
fully align the United Nations Development AssistanFrameworks with national
priorities and needs;

Resident coordinator system

20. Notes the review of existing funding modalities in suppof the resident
coordinator system and the resulting recommendation improving the provision
of resources and support to the resident coordinsystem on the basis of a cost-
sharing arrangement among all member entities efUhited Nations Development
Group, and in this regard requests the respectoneeiing bodies to consider the
recommendation for a cost-sharing arrangement asubject to approval, to
implement it in 2014, in order to ensure that resid coordinators have the
necessary stable and predictable resources tol ftHBir mandates effectively,
without compromising resources allocated to progreatic activities;

21. Requests the United Nations funds and programmes, and gison
encourages the specialized agencies, to furthengthen their participation in the
resident coordinator system and the management acabuntability system,
including in the areas of information-sharing, merhance assessment and the
functional firewall;

22. Requests the Secretary-General to report, as part of tlyular reporting,
on steps taken to improve the overall effectivene$sthe resident coordinator
system, including in accordance with paragraphs @427 of General Assembly
resolution 67/226;
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“Delivering as one”

23. Welcomes the finalization of the standard operating proaedu for
countries wishing to adopt “Delivering as one”, aimdthis regard requests the
United Nations funds and programmes, and strongigoerages the specialized
agencies, to fully and coherently implement thendtad operating procedures by
the end of 2013 and to report on progress towahds$ €nd at the first meeting of
their respective governing bodies in 2014;

24. Requests the Secretary-General, in cooperation with thet&chiNations
system, to report on progress in the implementatodnthe standard operating
procedures through the annual reporting on the émgntation of the quadrennial
comprehensive policy review;

25. Notes with concern that options for the review and approval of common
country programme documents of the “Delivering ag’ocountries, as requested in
paragraph 143 of General Assembly resolution 67/226re not presented to the
Council at its substantive session of 2013, anduests the Secretary-General, in
full consultation with the United Nations developmiesystem and countries using
the common country programme document modalityemsure that this matter is
fully addressed at the substantive session of thenCil in 2014;

26. Reaffirms the importance of the United Nations developmeystesm
identifying and addressing challenges and bottleseat all levels that have
prevented the United Nations country teams in “Deling as one” countries from
fully realizing efficiency gains under the “Deliviag as one” approach, and requests
the United Nations funds and programmes, and eragms the specialized agencies,
to start reporting annually, as part of their regguteporting to the Council, on
progress in this regard;

Simplification and harmonization of business practtes

27. Recognizes that the harmonization of regulations and rulesligles and
procedures of the United Nations funds and prograsim the functional areas of
finance, human resources management, procuremearibrmation technology
management and administrative services, the estabknt of interoperability
among existing enterprise resource planning systefrthe funds and programmes
and the establishment of common services at thentcpdevel are interlinked and
need to be pursued in an integrated manner;

28. Recalls paragraph 155 of General Assembly resolution 66/22
recognizes the progress made by the United Natideselopment system in
harmonizing regulations and rules, policies and cpdures, and requests the
Secretary-General, through the High-level Commite Management and the
United Nations Development Group, to continue tingaing efforts at harmonizing
regulations and rules, policies and procedures haf United Nations funds and
programmes in the functional areas of finance, hmmasources management,
procurement, information technology management @theér appropriate services;

29. Welcomes the undertaking of a study to examine the feasjbibf
establishing interoperability among existing ente&ye resource planning systems of
the United Nations funds and programmes, and requiéhe Secretary-General to
report to the Council at its substantive session26i4, as part of the regular
reporting, on findings and assessment of progresschieving full interoperability
in 2016 in the context of the quadrennial compredinem policy review;
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30. Requests the Secretary-General, consistent with paragrdf®s and
155 of General Assembly resolution 67/226, to easanlequate and evidence-based
planning and design of common United Nations serveentres, by including in
plans, for review by the Council in 2014, concr@®posals for pilot centres in
consenting programme countries that duly repredést diversity of the United
Nations presence in all the regions;

31. Reaffirms the request contained in paragraph 161 of Genasaembly
resolution 67/226 that the United Nations developtmgystem develop a strategy,
by the end of 2013, to support the establishmertomfimon premises in programme
countries that wish to adopt them, requests thetddnNations development system
to commence the requested consultations in thisndkegvith Member States, and
requests the Secretary-General, through the Uriitations development system, to
report on progress made to the Council at its sartste session of 2014, as part of
the regular reporting;

32. Invites the respective executive boards of the United dvetifunds and
programmes, beginning in 2014, to review annuahlgjuding possibly through the
informal mechanism of the joint meeting of the basr progress on the
simplification and harmonization of business prees and to make available to the
Council and the General Assembly the summary rexofdheir deliberations;

Results-based management

33. Requests the United Nations funds and programmes, and gison
encourages the specialized agencies, to take funheasures to ensure that the
country programmes of individual entities, inclugisommon country programme
documents or country programming frameworks, inelusbmplete results chains
that are aligned with the respective outcomes afree in the United Nations
Development Assistance Framework and the respeaiirganization-wide results
frameworks of each entity, in line with nationalemks and priorities;

34. Reiterates the request contained in paragraph 169 of Gengsakembly
resolution 67/226 that the Secretary-General alditeuand report to the Council at
the operational activities segment of its substensession of 2013, with a view to
implementation by 2014, a more robust, coherent Aadmonized approach to
operational activities for development, focusedresults, which would streamline
and improve the planning, monitoring, measuremard eeporting on system-wide
results, and in this regard invites the executieards of the funds and programmes
and the governing bodies of the specialized ageneied other relevant United
Nations entities to engage in a focused dialogudow to balance most effectively
the need for reporting on system-wide results htealels with the current agency-
specific reporting requirements, taking into accotime challenges in developing
results frameworks that demonstrate the United dNetti contribution to national
development results;

Evaluation of operational activities

35. Welcomes the establishment of an interim coordination medt@a for
system-wide evaluation of operational activities fdevelopment of the United
Nations system, as mandated by the General Assemblyesolution 67/226,
composed of the Joint Inspection Unit, the UnitedtiNns Evaluation Group, the
Department of Economic and Social Affairs, the ©dfifor the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs and the Office of Internal Qsaht Services of the
Secretariat, takes note of the new policy documfentindependent system-wide
evaluation of United Nations operational activititss development, including the
proposals for pilot system-wide evaluations, antiscéor continuing consultations
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with Member States on the proposals for pilot systgide evaluations, for decision
by the end of 2013;

36. Requests the Secretary-General, as part of the regular ntépp on the
implementation of the quadrennial comprehensiveicgyolreview, to report on
progress and challenges in implementing independgatem-wide evaluations of
United Nations operational activities for developrhe

32nd plenary meeting
12 July 2013

717



