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t. the present rePort is submitted to
resolution 43/57 E of 6 December 1988,
follolrs:

UNITED NATIONS RELIEF.AIJTD WORKS AGENCY FOR

PATESTINE REFUGEES IN THE NEAR EAST

Palestine refuqees in the Palestinian terriEorv
occuoietl bv Israel since 1967

Report of the Sec retarv-General

the General Assenbl^y in pursuance of its
the operative paragraPhs of which read as

"The General Assernbly.

"1. Reiterates strongly its denantl that Israel desist frorn the removaL

and resetCfement of Palestine refugees in the Palestinian territory occupied
by Israel since 1967 anal from the destructioa of their sheltersi

"2. Requests the conni ss ioner-General of the united Nalions Relief and

Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East to address the acute
situation of the Palestioe refugees in the Palestinian territory occupied by
Israel since 1967 and accorclingly to extend atl the services of the Agency to
those refugees i

,'3. ReguegEE the Sec retary-Generat, in co-operation with the
corri 

" " 
ion"ilE!i..a1, to resume issuing iatentification cards to a1I Palestine

refugees and their descendants in the occuPied Patestinian territory'
irreipective of whether or not they are recipients of rations and services of
the Agencyi

Requests the Secretary-General, after consultinq with the
Commi s s j,one r-General, to report to the General Assembly' before the oPening of
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its forty-fourth session, on the inplementatioD of the present resolution andin partiqular on Israel ,s conplianc; lrith paragraph I above.,l

2. On 28 February 198q, the Secretary_ceDeral addresseal a note verbale to thePermanent Representative of larael to ihe Uaiged Nat.ioas, in which he drewattertion to his reporting respo'sibiliEy uader the resolution and requested thePernarxent Representative to inform hirn oi any steps that his Government had takenor envisaged taking in imprernentation of the relevant. provisions of the resolutioa,
3, In a nota verbale dated 2g June 1ggg, the pernaneDt Representative of fsraelreplied as follows:

"fsrael,s position on this resolution has been set forth in successiveannuar replies subnitted to the sec retary-General in recent years. The reportof the Secretary_General (A/4g/653, Oatei 3O Septenber 1988 contained thelatest of these repLies. In addition, Israel ,s representaCive to the SpecialPor'itical conmittee reiterated rsrael's position during his statenent dat.ed15 Novernber 1988 (A/spc/43,/sR.27)

"This resolution is unbala[ced and distorted in that its sponsorsintentionalr'y ignore tbe inproved riving conaitions in the caza District since1967' Resor'ution 43/57 E does Dot meution the considerabte increase of pupir.satterding school in the Gaza District slnce 1962, nor does it nention thesignificant drop in the illiteracy rate anong inhabitants in the Gaza Districtsince that year, Furtherrnore, it does not rnention the extensive devetopmentof medical care or the inprovenent of environmentaL services _ including water6upp1y' sewage and refuge disposal. By conveDiently onitting these facts, thesponsors of resor.ution 43/57 E continue in their apf,roach to-p.rf"io"t" trr"refugee problem and the refugees' living conditions in Gaza.

"Nothing can be rnore indicative of this approach than this resolution.scondemnation of Refugee Rehabilitation projects. Since 196?, fsrael. hasinitiated cornrnunity DeveropnenL projects ii tte Gaaa District enabling alnost15,000 fanilies, approximatery 120,ooo persons, to leave the refugee catnps ona voluntary basis and- relocate to nearby resideutiar areas. rrris-iigurerepresents over one third of the total refugee populatioD in Gaza. Israel ,svital roLe in planning and implemeating ttreie housing projects has beenrecogniued by both the secre t.ary-Geaeral anit th* High connissioner of uNRwA intheir respective reports (A,/40/6:-3 and Az Ozlii,

"Furthermore, the resolution,s request of, the Secretary_GeneraL to resumeissuing identity cards irrespective of the ,"lUg."", neea fir tfre.-is y.tanother indicarion of rhe resotutioa,s parent, biriti".i-ii";: 
-.''- '

"Notwi ths t anding subversive efforts to tL6 contrary, rsraer is determinedco pursue the humani tar1""- :1"o of inproving the f iving' co"iiiiorrs 
-o 

f tfrerefugees through projects rike its neiugee iousirrq ero!r-". rsraei wirrwercome arl assistance on behalf of the interiiitionar iornmunity ir,i.rro.a toinprove the refugees. living conditions.,,
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4. The following i[formation concerning Israel,s compliance Idith Geueral Assenbly

resolution43/sTEisbasedonrePortsfronthecornmissioner-GeneralofUNRWA.

5. In the 6aza StriP as well as the West Bank, refugee shelters have been

demofished aud seaLeat on punitive grounds by the Israeli authorities. The matter
is deatt with in detail in the Comni ss ione r-General. ' s annual reports to the General

Assenbly. 1/

6. The Agency is foltowiag uP with the Israeli authorities the rehousing of
refugees tio te*ain affected ly ttre dernotitions in 1971 in the Gaza Strip'
taragraph 6 of the rePort subnittett by the Sec retary-Gene ra1 to the General
Lssembly on its forty-third session (A,/431653) referred to the status of 87

ftnilies categorized as livinq in hardshiP contlitions' The situation on

30 June 1.989 remains the same. Of these 87 fanilies, 14 coatiuue to five in
conditions of hardship, 18 renain unsatis factori Ly housed, 37 are satisfactorily
boused, and 18 had previously Purchased houses in projects sPonsored by the Israeli
authorities. The situatiou ot tft" ta fanilies living in conditions of hardshiP has

been checked severaf tines during the reporting periotl' Despite rePeated
assurances by the Israeli authorities that they will be rehoused' very little
progress has been made. The authorities have assure'l the Agency that a solution
has been develoPeal and woutd be imPlemented as soon as Possible'

7. During the reportitxg period, the Commi s sioner-GeDeral received the folLouinq
infornation relating to i"ir.g.. shelters denolished by the Israeli authorities in
the caza strip on the grounds that they had been built without proper authority on

state lantl outside camP boundaries:

(a) In ParagraPh ? (a) of last year's rePort (A/431653)' ie was stated that
tbe Israeli aulhorities totd severaf fanilies tiving on the northern Perineter of
Jabalia camp to renove sone of their shelter extensions and thats these families had

taken the matter to the High court of Israel, which had ruled against then. No

demolitions have taken place so far, although the shelters have been isolated by

butldozing of sand 
"ro.rtrd 

thair'prernises, The Israeli authorities are understood
to have had ctiscussions with sone members of this groupi

(b) Of tbe 35 farnilies wttose shelters on the perineter of Beach CarnP were

denolished in 1983 (see A/4L/564' para' 7 (b))' 17 famiries have received pl'ots of
land at the sheikh Radwan or the Beit Lahiya housing projectsi one fanily received
a plot of land at the Sheikh RaalnaD housing Project but the family still lives with
reiatives, one fafiily bought a vacant shelter in Beaqh catnP' three families have

moved in sith relatives in Jabalia. The remaining 13 fanilies are tiving in
temporary shelters built by thenselves on or oear the sarne site' The Israeli
authorities have stated tfrlt tfrey rtould be willing to consider allocaling lantl in a

housing project for the families trho have not been rehoused' but that it would not
be at Sheikh Radwan, which is the Project nearest the site'

S.ParagraphSoftastyear.sreport|A/43/653)referredtosonerefugeefaftilies
inBlockQattheRafahcarnpintheGazaStriP!tho,attheinstanceofthelsraeli
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authorities, had agreed. to relocate to the Te1_es_Su.Ltan housing project. As at30 June 1989, 41 families had moved to Te.1_es_Sultan. Some famiLies, llowever,still remai! in their shelters, of $hich 17 are isolated by sand ramparts.
9. During the reporting period, no new plots of land in housing projects in theGaza Strip were allocated by the Israeli -authorities. 

However, in-tfris period, 4lrefugee fanilies, cornprising 214 persons, moved to a2 prots of tand in housingptoi:::", having accepted denolirion of their shetters in rhe camps as a priorcondition. Duritg this period, a totaf of 62 shetter roons rrere voJ.untarilydemolished, of which 39 had been built by the AgeDcy and 23 had been built.privately.

10. As the figures in the previous paragraph show, although there have been a fewexceptions, the practice or requirin! r.i,lq-"" families to demorish therr shettersas a pre-condition of moving to new housinf has continued during the reportingperiod. The Agency has objected to this piactice not onry because of practicarcomplications in cases of extendear ranilils who share the same sherter where onefamily wishes to move, but aDother, usuaLly the older, wants to remain, but also
?ilili:":t 

the overcrowded conditions u"a .rrg"ot Deed of acconmodarion for refugee

11. The Israeli authorities, according to ilformation available to theConmissioner-General, have to da.e allocated approximately 3,914 plots of land inthe caza strip for bousing projects. A tocar ir z,oos ptots have been buirc on by3'714 refugee families comprising 22,946 perso's, buir.dings on 236 p10ts are underconstruction' 936 p10ts are still vacant -and 
137 have been buirt on by non-refugeefamilies. In addition, 3,034 refugee farnifies, consisting of 18,823 persons havemoved into 2,666 conpleted housing units, consisting of 5,893 rooms.

12' Refuqee families are continuing to purchase pfots of land at subsidized ratesfor the construction of-houses i" tt" p.iiects dever.oped by the rsraeli authorit.iesin the Beit Lahiya, Nazleh ar.d fef_e"_iufi"r, are"s. The construction ofnuLti-storey apartment blocks in Sheikh Radlran, sponsored by the Israeliauthoriti.es and offered for sale upon corple.ion, as reported last. year (A./43/653,Para. 12), continues, but the pro"""" has slo.wed down considerably iue to theprevailing situ-ation,

13. With regard to the request addressed t.o the Conmi s s ioner_Gene rat by theAssenbly in paragraph ? of resolutiot- 43/57 E, the Comrnis s ione r_General advisesthat earLy in 1989 the Agency began providing- energency food, medicat and otherassistance t'o lhose in need in tfre o-ccupi.a i".ritory and it continues to do so.The Agency has afso drali
especiarr! i" rhe c;;;.".15 i"'i;i:;;:'::":fi?:T: ::"i:i':::.ili;:::'H:::.programmes are discussed in detail in the recent reports of theCommi s s ioner-General , 1/
14' The Secretary-Gene ral regrets thaE he is unable at present to cornply lrith therequest addressed to hin in paragraph 3 of the resolution. Under an .-...rrg"r.ratha! has been foLlowed for alnost +O years, alL refugee farnilies registered withUNRWA are in possession of registration cards issued by the Agency. whil.e these
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cards indicate the number of family nembers aud t{hether they are eligible for
services, they are not ittentification cards and have a much more limited purpose.
The Corunis s ioner-General of UNRWA has pointed out that the Aqency issues a
registration card reflecting data about. the refugee family concerned, which is
entered on the registration rol.t at the time of registration. While the need for
documentation, such as is required in the resolution, is appreciated, the
Commi ss ioner-Gene ral does not have the rneans to issue ideneity cards as such. He
rrill, ho\rever, keep the situatioD under review to see whether appropriate
documentation regarding the registration status of individual mernbers of refugee
families could be is sued.

Notes

L/ official Records of the General Assenblr,. Fortv-third Session. Supplement
No. 13. (A/43/13r, chap. II, sect. s, and i-b_!-d., Fortv-fourth Session, Supplenent
No. !3 (A/44/13), chap. vI, sects. B and C.


