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Letter dated 5 October 1989 from the Pernaneat Observer
of Palestine to the United Nations adalressed to the

Secretary-General

Upol1 j.lstructiors from the Executive Corunittee of the Palestine Liberation
Organization, which has the power and respors ibi I ities of the Provisio!a1
Governmert of the State of Palestile. we brilg the following to your attention:

The situatio! iu the occupied territory continues to deteriorate at an
alarning pace. Israel, bhe occupyiag Power, is systematically violatilg the
basic human rights of the Pal"esEinian peoPle living in the occupied
PaLestinlan territories and is escalating its attacks against the Palestiaian
people.

Since 20 September 1989, the Israeli soldiers have been raidiag the tows
of Beit Sa.hur, ransacking the hones of its residelts and conf,iscating nillions
of dol.lars vorth of possessions belouging to the PeoPle of Beit Sahur, among
which were items such as electrical. appLiances, furniture, builtliug material.s,
foodstuff, carpentry, etc.

Furthermore, the tow:] has bee! put under curfen from 2l to 24 SePtenber
and fron 29 Septenber up till the present tine. Many Palestitrians were beaten
and arrested by the Israeti soldiers during the rai.ds.
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It is worth rnentioning that the Latiu pat.riarch, Micheal Sabah, bas
visited ttre town of Beit Sahur after the Israeli attack and met with the
tovrn's Mayor and mernbers of the City CounciL aDd other town officials, who
brief,ed the Patriarch on the details of the raid.

In adilition to that, the Deputy RepresentaEive of the creek Cathotic
Melkite Patriarch nade a public statement condemniag the attacks and callirxg
upon the Palestinia!, and other peoples of the world to express their
sofidarity with the residents of Beit Sahur, helping them to safeguard their
dignity aDd to put an erd to ttrej.r dehumanizatioD.

?he people of Beit Sahur catl upon the inbernational conmunity to provide
and secure i(unediate itrternabional protection to Beit Sahur and its residents;
they further ask the inmediate reLease of all confiscated possessiors.

A1so, during this past. veekend, Israeli soLd.iers killed six Palestinians
from the West Bank atrd Gaza.

Pal.est.ine calls upoa ttre Sec retary-Genera1 and the Security Couucil of the
United Nations to take all appropriate and Decessary neasures to bring an end to
the violent attacks of the Israeli soldiers against the unarmed Palestiniaa people
living in the occupied Palestiniaa territories al]d to bring adequate pressure on
rsrael, the occupying Power, to ettsure respect for the Fourth Geneva convention,

We should be grateful if you would arrange to have the text of this letter
circulated as an official document of the Gelleral Assenbly, under agenda iterns 37,
39 aDd, 77, and of the Security Council.

(Siqned) zuhdi Labib TERZI
Pernanent observer of Palestine

to the United Nations


