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The lermanent Repxesentative of tbe United States of AEerica to the United'

Nations presents hls compliments to the se cretary-General of the united Nations

and has the honou/ to transmit elght copies of a speciaL report concerning the

d.etention, since lJ May f961, of two officers of the United Nations comnand by

the Korean Peoptets Army/Chinese Peoplers voLunteers (rcA/cpv) in North Korea.

This report 1s subnj-tted by the Unlted States Government in its capacity as the

Unified Connaud.

ft is requested that the terb of the report be circulated io al]. MeEbers of

the United Nations as a General Assembly document.
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RETORT OF TIIE T]]'JII'IED COIqMND ON lHE DETEITION OF TWO UNITED NATIONS CONMAND
PERSONNE! BY TIIE KORBAN pEOprE t S ArMy/CHIi\rESE pEOpLE t S VOLTJNTEERS ( iCea/CrV)

IN KOREA

]. Th€ United States Governnenlr, j-n its capacity as Unified Command, presents
herenith a special report concerning the detention since IJ May Ig63 of two UDited.

Nations Cotrnand officers hw the Korann Peonlcts Army/Chlnese PeopLers Voluuteers
(rpa/crv) .

2, 0n f7 llay I!6J a tvo-seater hel-icopter (US.S H-2J rnodel), vhile on a routi.ne
missl-on checking aircraft warnj-ng narkers along tbe southern edge of the
denilltarized. zone, landed just inside the area controLled by the KPA/CPV, the
helicopter was nanned by two offlcers of the Unlted Nations CoEnand:

Captain Ben Stuttr, pilot and Cs.ptain Carleton l^1. Voltz, Fassenger. The helicopter
and the two officers nere unarned and carried. no photographic eqrripnent. The

nission was routinely undertaken by United Nations Coumand in fulfilnrent of 1ts
responslbility under article f (4) of tbe 1951 Arnistice Agreement to erect and

maintain sultable markers along the boundary of the denllitarized zone. C1o6e to
9:O0 a.n. as it vas approaching the western end of the demll-itarized zone, the
hclicopber r-as fired rn fron cositions within -rhe area controlfed by the KpA/CpV.

Perhairs conf'used by the absence of norral Landlnarks (the entire area, near the
conjunction of the Han and Injio Rivers, had been flooded during the rice
transplanting season) and in al-I probability belleving they were cver the United
Nations Connand -cont:olle LL te-rritory, the pilot iumediately landed the hel_icopter -
but in KPA/CPV-cont roiled territory, United Nations Connand personnel, statj.oned
opposite the landing slte, cbserved the helicopter on the ground vith rotoxs
turning and also saH t\{o ofticers steF out of the helicopter fron vhich they were

Ied away to nearby trucks by I(pA soldlers.
J. 0n I7 May L96), and- in ten subsequent neetings of the Military Armistice
connission (}'{AC) at Panrlunjom, the united Nations connand sought the reLease of
the two offj.cers and the helicopter. Despite assurances of the united l{atlons
Conroand. as to the innccent and inadvertent nature of the overfl_ight, regrets for
its occuxrence, a verbar aporogy at the r72nd Mlritary Arnistice cotrnlssion neeting
on 22 Juns, a written apology to the i(PA/CpV Military Arnistice Cormand. Senior
Member on 2J Jwe, and. assurances that measures vourd be taken to prerrent further
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lncid.ents, the KPA/CPV slde of ttie Mllltary Aroistice Comnlssion stated only that
the officers were in their custody, in normal coEdition, and ttrat it was for the

IGA/CPV to decide what shall be done witb tbe tr,ro United. Nations CoEtrand officers.
This KPA/C?V posltion vas reiterated most recently at the }?Sth Militaxy Arnlstice

Conmission neeting of I? Septenber, four loonths after the officersr capture, vhile
repeated United. Natlons Col[Inand. requests for addltlonal information on the physical

conditlon and welfare of the officers net with referrals to previous stateEents.

Appeals to elenentary humanitarian considerations have been ignored, requests to

transmit personal nall or confort packages refuEed, and" references to past Practlce
of both the United Natio:rs Comrnand and- the IGA/CPV of releasing persounel captured

in sinilar incidents were dismissed as irrelevant.
4. nefusal cf the KPA/CPV to release the officers is a flagrant violation of
wel-l-e stabli sbed internatlonal practice and of hunanj-tarian principles. It is a

unlversal practice to return personnel taken und-e r such circumstances. Even the

KPA/CPV, as noted above, have returned personnel captured. in eimilar incidents

wj-th no Bore than a brlef delay.

5. It sfrould be empfrasized that Captains Stutts and Voltz are personnel of the

Uuited Nations Connand., vhich was formed in response to the United Natious Security

Couhcilts resolution on 7 July 1950. The unjustifled. detention of these personnel

of tbe United. Natlons Cotmand, therefore, i6 a matter of direct concern to the

United Nations itself.




