
-^--t 
a- E:

UN'IED NAT'ONS

GENERAL
A S S E M B LY

Distr.
GEI.IERAL

A/9T02 * J- /^-
7 August f 971+
ENGLISH
ORIGINAL: RUSSIAII

Twenty-ninth session

NEQUEST I'OR THE ]NCT]USION OF A SUPPLEMEMARY ITE{ III TI]3 AGfl{DA OF

THE TI.]ENTY.N IITH SESSION

PROIIIBITION OF ACTTON TO ITFLUn\ICE THE U{VIRONMENT AND CLIMATE FOR MILITARY
AND OTHER PURPOSES INCOMPATIBLE WITH THE MA]NTENANCE OF INTERNATTONAL

SECUBITY, HUMAI{ WELT,- BEING AND I{EALTH

Letter dated 7 August 19?4 frorn the Minister for Foreien Affairs
of the Union of Soviet Soeialist Republics ad.dressed to the

Secret sJv-GeneraI

The Soviet Governx[ent proposes the inclusion in the agenda of the t!"enty-ninth
session of the United Nations General Assembly of the. fb.llowing iten as an inport ant
and. urgent natter: trProhibition of ection to influence the envitonnent and clinate
fo? nilitary and. other tr)urposes incornpatibl,e with the naintenance of internationaf
security, huroan nrel-J.-being and. health.'r

The twenty-ninth session of ttre United. Nations Genera.I Assenbly is opening at
a tiroe uhen, as a re suf-t of the efforts of a.l1 progressive and peace-lovlng forcest
conside"able progress is being flade on the international scene tovards inproving the
political clinate, and the poLicy of d6tente is receiving increasing support. In the
practice of international relations betTeen Stetas vith different social systens such
basic norms of inter-State rglations as respect for independence snd sovereignty,
equality, tenitorial integfity, abstention from the use or threat of force, and
non-int etference in domestic arfaiys are becoming ever nore v-idely ancl finnly
established. D6tente has playecl a decisive part in the trerd tovards the political-
settl-ement of conflict situetions in nany parts of the wor1d. Active negotiations
are being held on a number of corrplex international problens.

Recent years have seen the concl-usion and entry into.force of such maJor
international agreenents lirniting the scale of the anos race as the Moscolr Treaty
Bannin6l Nuclea" Weapons Tests in the Atnosphere, j.n out€r Space and under Water, the
Treaty on the Non-Pro1i feration of Nucl-ear Weapons, anat others. ![ide intetnational
recognition has been accorded to the Convention on Prohibition of the Devefopxnent,
Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Aiologicat) and Toxin Weapons and. on
Their Destruction, signed by nore than 100 States.
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The agreenents between the soviet union and the united states on theprevention of nuclear war, strategic arms limitation and. the linitation of
underground nuclear tests constitute an impo"tant contribution to the strengtheningof peace and control of the anxs race.

Other concrete neasu?es for the limitation of armament s, ineluding neasuresfor the reduction of arrned forces and arnament s in central Europe, are beingactivelrr di scussed.

Ilovever it has not yet proved possible to stop the arms race conpletety.
States are stil1 spending vast sums on the improvement of rrealons snd on q+..r-jhd
their nititary arsenats. There is a real danser ir..l-trr" ;;;i;;;r;;"";f';;;;;;;
and technology vi11 be used to create new types of veapons of mass d"estnrction
and to devise new means of waging war.

rn bhe opinion of the soviet Government, p"esent-day conditions require thatthe activities af the United llations should concentrate on the study of vays and
means to consolidate and. expand the positive processes taking place in the worldof today, to back up political d6tente by military d6tente anj achieve newconcrete results in the fietd of the rimitation of the arns race and disarna{ent.

The soviet union believes that an import ant step in this direction would bethe prohibition of action to influence the envirorunent and clinate for military
and other purposes inconpatible with the maintenance of international security,
human r+eII-being and health,

For many centuries nankind has been seeking to discover how to influencenatuval elements in a positive way n and mitigate the deletelious effects of naturar-
li::"I::: At present,,vith this eno i.n "iewl many states are carrying outscrentll'lc research and practical work in an attenpt, for exanple, to createartificial- rain, disperse clouds, etc. Activitj.es in tnis fiela,'pursuingpeaceful snd constructive ends, should, of course, be encouraged and wel,cor.ed. inevery way. However, the results of this research could also be used fordestructive nilitary purposes, and thus present an extreme danger to wor1d. peace,
and to human well-being and heal-th.

ft is urgently necessary to draw up and concfude an international conventionto outlaw action to influence tlte environment for military purposes. Compl-ianceuith the provisions of such a convention could be eLsured by the adoption by eachstate' in accordance ffith its constitutional pxocedures, of measures to prohibitactivities contrary to the convention and ats- by means of consul_tations andco-ctperation between States, inter alia within the franework of the United Nations.
The r:onclusion of such a convEntf6i-i6r1d be not onr-y a measure to lirnit the scopeof the arms lace but also an inportant means of preserving the environment. AllStates of the vorld vithout exception, and all peoples, would stand to gain fromthe inpLementation of this measure.
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i\laadlAcc i^ dalr alrah ..h ^1-^,,r .] ^.-*ch an agreement shodd on no account restrLct scientific
research and practicat }Iork on the alteraticn of natural conditions to neet the
peaceful needs of States for the benefit of nankind.

n}A rd^nri^- l.nr fha /lanara'I Aa66nrai-- ^a ^ -,-J --- General Assenbly of a resolution approving the idea of
concluding a broad agreement on tbe prohibition of action to infl-uence the
enr/ironnent and clinate for nilitary and other purposes incompatible with the
maintenance of internationa.f security, hunan vel_l_-being and heal+,h, snd the
preparation of. a draft international aglleenent on the subject, wou]-d certainly be
in the interesls of strengthening peace and make a substantia.l contribution to
the cause of oreserwing rnankind front the danger of the use of nriw means of waging
war, and also serve the interests cf lirniting the arns raae and of disanxanent.

f should be grateful, Sir, if you vould consider: this letter an erplanatory
menorand-um pursuatt to rule 20 of the ruLes of procedure of the.United Nations
General Assembly and issue it as an offici-aJ" do cument of tLre United Nations . Genera.l
Assenbly.

A. GRO}IYKO

Minister for Foreign Affai rs
of the USSR


