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United Nations

GENERAL
ASSEMBLY
THIRTY-SEVENTH SESSION

Official Records

President: 'Mr. Imre HOLLAI (Hungary).

AGENDA ITEM 114

Financing of the United Nations peace-keeping forces
in the Middle East:

ta) United Nations Disengagement Observer Force.:
report of the Secretary-General

1. Mr. EL-SAFfY (Egypt), Rapporteur of the Fifth
Committee: I have the honour to submit, for consid
eration by the General Assembly, part I of the report
of the Fifth Committee on agenda item 114, which
concerns sub-item (a), on the financing of UNDOF.
2. The report of the Committee is contained in
document A/37/681; the recommendation of the Com
mittee, which appears in paragraph 7 of the report,
consists of two draft resolutions, of which the first,
or dJaft resolution A, relates to the actual financing
of the Force. By the second draft resolution, draft
resolution B, the General Assembly would decide to
suspend the provisions of regulations 5.2 (b), 5.2 (d),
4.3 and 4.4 of the Financial Regulations of the
United Nations, with regard to a sum which other
wise would have to be surrendered pursuant to those
provisions. The two draft resolutions were adopted by
the Fifth Committee by a recorded vote of 73 to 3,
with 14 abstentions.

Pursuant to rule 66 of the rules ofprocedure, it was
decided not to discuss the report of the Fifth Com
mittee.

'3. The PRESIDENT: The recommendation of the
Fifth Committee, contained in paragraph 7 of its report
[A/37/681], consists of two draft resolutions, A and B.
The Assembly will vote first on draft resolution' A.
A recorded vot~ has been requested.

A recorded vote was taken.
In favour: Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bahamas,

Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belgium, Bhutan,
Brazil, Burma, Burundi, Canada, Central African
Republic, Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo,
Costa Rica, Cyprus, Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, Fiji,
Finland, France, Gabon, Gambia, Germany, Federal
Republic of, G}tana, Greece, Guyana, Honduras,
Iceland, India, Indonesia, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Ivory
Coast, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lesotho,
Lu~embourg, Malawi, Malaysia, Mali, M~lta, Mauri
tania, Mauritius, Mexico, Morocco, Nepal, Neth
erlands, New Zealand, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman,
Pakistan, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Por
tugal, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Samoa, Senegal,
Singapore, Solomon Islands, Somalia, Spain, Sri
Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and
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Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, United Arab Emirates,
United Kingdom ofGreat Britain and Northern Irebmd,
United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of
Tanzania, United States of America, Uruguay, Vene
zuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia.

Against: Albania, Iraq, Syrian Arab Republic.
Abstaining: Algeria, Bulgar~a, Byelorussian Soviet

Socialist Republic, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Demo
cratic Yemen, Dominican Republic, Ethiopia, German
Democratic Republic, Grenada, Hungary, Lao Peo
ple's Democratic Republic, Mongolia, Ukrainian
S::>viet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, Viet Nam,Yemen.

Draft 'resolution A wa" adopted by 95 votes to 3,
with 17 abstentions (resolution 37/38 A).l

4. The PRESIDENT: The Assembly will now take a
decision on draft reso!ution B. A recorded vote has
been requested.

A recorded vote was taken.

In favour: Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bahamas,
Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belgiulll, Bhutan,
Brazil, Burma, Burundi, Canada, Central African
Republic, Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo,
Costa Rica, Cyprus, Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt,
Fiji, Finland, France, Gabon, Gambia, Germany,
Federal Republic of, Ghana, Gre~ce, Guyana, Hon
duras, Iceland, India, Indonesia, ireland, Israel,
Italy, Ivory Coast, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait,
Lesotho, Luxembourg, Malawi, Malaysia, Mali,
Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Morocco,
Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Niger, Nigeria,
Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Paraguay, Peru, P4ilip
pines, Portugal, Qatar, Rwanda, Samoa, Senegal,
Sierra Leone, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Somalia,
Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Swaiiland, Sweden,
Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Tur
key, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom of Gteat
Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of
Cameroon, United Republic ofTanzania, United States
of America, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire,
Zambia.

Against: Albania, Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet
Socialist Republic, Czechoslovakia, German Demo
cratic Republic, Hungary, Iraq, Mongolia, Syrian Arab
Republic, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics.

Abstaining: Algeria, Cuba, Democratic Yemen,
Dominican Republic, Ethiopia, Grenada, Lao Peo
ple's Democratic Republic, Poland, Romania, Viet
Nam, Yemen.

Draft resolution B was adopted by 95 votes to 11,
with 11 abstentions (resolution 37/38 B).2
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AGENDA ITFM 31

Question of Pa~estine(continued):
(a) Repori of th~ Comm~ttee on the Exercise of the

~ Inalienable Rtights of thie Palestinian People;
(b) Report of the P:-eparatory Committee for the Inter-

national Conference on the Question of Palestine;
(c) Reports of the Secretary-General

5. Mr. ABDEL MEGUID (Egypt) (interpretation
from At'abic): Only yesterday, men offree conscience,
enlightened minds and courageous will convened to
express solidarity with the Palestinian people in their
struggle to exercise th~ir just and legitimate rights.
Their positions and statements expressed the unani
mous view of nations and peoples, despite their dif
ferent social, political and ideological stances, that
continuing to deprive the Palestinian people of its
authentic and inalienable rights to free and ~ndepen

delJlt nationhood represents not only a denial of human
rights, recognized in international instruments, but a
renegade act in human evolution and the destruction
of the r~,Jble values and ideals for which the peoples
ofthe world have struggled throughout modern history.

6. In his comprehensive statement to the General
Assembly [8th meeting], the Foreign Minister of Egypt
set forth the Egyptian delegation's view of the latest
developments on the question of Palestine. In my
statement today, I shall not repeat what he said or deaJ
with the same topic alone: I shall attempt to crystallize
concepts that can provide us with a way out of the
destructive cycle of death and violence that has been
the fate of the Palestinian peoplt~ and the area for
many years. The latest development in Lebanon was
by any standard a violent political earthquake that
rocke~ the area rnd disrupted the prospects for
peace in the area, as well as its short-term and long
term viability. To talk of peace amidst the dust of
death and destruction is tailtamount to talking about
a mirage.

aspirations to express their identity on their national
soil in Palestine.

"The foundations of Egyptian policy on the
Palestine question date back over many years during
which Egypt was struggling-as it still is-to restore
these usurped rights in an unceasing historic battle
waged by the entire people of Egypt, in peace
and in war, in which it confronted aggression and
faced challenges with unswerving faith in the just
and mighty cause of Palestinian rights.

"Egypt's diplomatic efforts at all levels-both
bilateral and multilateral and whether within the
Arab family, the African family and the Movemeut
of Non-Aligned Countries or through its intensive
co-ordination and continuous consultation with the
leadership of the PLO and the Arab leaders-con
firm that the general withdrawal by Israel from all
the occupied Arab territories, including Arab
Jerusalem, is the natural prelude to replacing war
with peace and chaos and turmoil with stability.
Moreover, recognizing the right of the Palestinian
people to self-determination and the establishment of
its own independent State is an essential condition
for a comprehensive, just and peaceful settlement in
the area."

9. Egypt's policy has always affirmed the idea that
coexistence and reconciliation should replace rejection
and alienation. The approach we ~aH for is a historic
reconciliation between the Palestinian and the Israeli
peoples. It is an approach which is based on the firm
foundations of the free and resolute determination of
the r!ghts and obligations of both-the right to life,
the fight to self-determination and the right to inde
pendence and development for the Arab Palestinian
people, as well as the right to existence, security
and stability for the Israeli people. This recognition
of rights is coupled with a commitment to the obliga
tions laid down in the international instruments for
all political entities under the present international
system, whose umbrella is the Charter of the United

7. The events in Lebanon and the developments on Nations. While such instruments have given all peo-
the question of Palestine all confirm that the desperate pies and nations the right to live in peace and secu-
attempts to destroy Palestinian nationhood as an idea, rity, they have also made it incumbent upon them
a principje, or a future, in fact gave the Palestinians to respect their obligations and commitments by
and Palestinian nationhood a new l(:ase on life, free- joining the United Nations family in order to renounce
dom and their future and confirmed their existence as aggression and the threat or use of force.
a nation. The world response, induding the response
even in Israel, was an endorsement by the whole world 10. The violently disruptive events that took place
of the reaffirmation of the just and legitimate demands in the Middle East as the result of Israel's aggres-
of the Palestinian people. sion against Lebanon and the war waged against the

Palestinian people to destroy its will and undermine
8. President Mohamed Hosni Mubarak, of the its political foundations, as embodied in the Palestine
Arab Republic of Egypt, yesterday sent a message to Liberation Organization [PLO], have led the rational
the Chairman of the Committee on the Exercise of and responsible peoples of the world to put forward
the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People on the peace proposals whose common approach, despite
occasion of the International Day of Solidarity with the their different t manifestations and the variety of their
Palestinian People, as follows: positive elements, led them to confirm the legitimacy

of the wishes and aspirations of the Palestinian peo-
"The significance of the latest d(lvelopments in pIe. They have emphasized that this is a question of a

the Middle East is crystal clear to a.B: the question people, not a matter of refugees', of a State, not of
: of Palestine is at the core of the conflict of thl~

"\ Middle E3St. The whole world-East and West~ refuge and shelter. All the proposals that have been put
;[ forward offer tremendous challenges-the challenges

tl' is called upon to act immediately to settle this of peace, whose magnitude and implications far out-
I.' . conflict pedacefull

h
Y, in l~ just manner, and in such a weigh those of war.

way as to eter t e po l(,;y of aggression and expan-1 sion and respond to tr~e legitimate national Pal- 11. In all candour and truth, we feel that the Middle

~~,~~.~~~~,~~.

u
'.
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tant historical juncture which may constitute a thres
hold to peace or lead anew to an unending cycle
of violence and destruction.
12. In 1982, at the twelfth Arab Summit Conference
at Fez, the Arab leaders re;sponded to the option
and the challenge of peace. The PLO also responded
to it when Mr~ Yasser Arafat, Chairman of the Execu
tive Committe.e of the PLO, declared that he accepted
all the United Nations resolutions concerning Pal
estine.
13. A member of the Knesset untii 1981, Mr. Uri
Avnery, editor ofH{wlam Hazeh, commented on that
historic response, in a description of an interview with
Yasser Arafat published on 13 July 1982 in The New
York Times, as follows: "Never before had the readi
ness of the PLO for peace been stated so clearly;
never to an Israeli, never by the chairman".*
14. The challenges of peace make it imperative for
all to drop worn-out concepts, anachronistic claims
and misleading slogans. In essence, the challenges of
peace are challenges to all-Arabs, Palestinians and
Israelis-to accept their historical fate to live side by
side within the framework of respect for legality and
equality in rights and duties.
15. A favourable response to the challenges of peace
of which we are speaking is the only way of achieving
stability and security in this area, which has been torn
by violent outbreaks of successive wars for 40 years.
16. . As we saw glimpses of hope in the historic
Arab unanimity at Fez in accepting the peace option,
and as we perceive wide international unanimity in
support of the Paiestinian aspirations and rights and
also the Palestinian awareness genuinely and reso
lutely responding to the challenges of peace, we now
feel most deeply that the peace option is also the
option for the thousands of Israelis who have joined
together and who are questioning the justice ofdenying
the rights of the Palestinian people and the prudence
of insisting on the practices that characterize the
settler expansionist policies in the occupied Arab ter
ritories.
17. We read in The Jerusalem Post of 27 June 1982
an article entitled "Negation of Democracy", by
Jonathan Frankel, a professor of history at Hebrew
University. He asked:

"Do we really want to go on being colonialists
in the territories, arrogantly lording it over the local
population while drawing on them as a source of
cheap labour?

"What purpose is served by treating the Pal
estinian population as some kind of demonic threat
to our survival? Brutal attempts to coerce, expro
priate and annex will surely guarantee further
conflicts, and make an the talk of a hundred years'
war a self-fulfilling prophecy."*

18. The Palestinian question has been before the
United Nations at different stages, starting with a
resolution concerning the partition ofPalestine into two
States, one Arab and the other Jewish. Next there was
a resolution calling for the withdrawal from occupied
Arab territories. Then came a third war, and then
another resolution calling for the implementation of

* Quoted in English by the speaker.

the previous resolution; then successive resolutions
since the mid-1970s. All those resolutions confirm the
right of the Palestinian people to self-determination,
and the legitimacy of the PLO. Those resolutions set
forth the general framework of international legiti
macy, as well as the foundations upon which· a politi
cal settlement can be established and built up, without
disregarding or side-stepping the objective reality and
without denying principles and rights.
19. Today we are at a historic juncture as regards
the question of Palestine which requires the Pal
estinians and all the Arabs to face this challenge in
solidarity and full awareness, standing shoulder to
shoulder. Peace is theirs, and for them to enjoy.
Security is theirs, and for them to consolidate. Rights
are theirs, and for them to exercise. This requires of
the Israelis that they renounce once and for all the
policies of force and the philosophies of supremacy
and co-operate with the Arabs and Palestinians to
overcome the barrier of suspicion and transcend the
heritage of hatred, to tteed the voice of their Prophet,
the Prophet of the Arabs and all the Muslims, the
Prophet Moses, peace be upon him, when he said:
"I have set before you life and death, blessing and
cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy
seed may live".*
20. Mr. PRADHAN (Bhutan): The people of Pal
estine have suffered for far too long. They have been
scattered as refugees or are living under foreign
domination, denied their legitimate right to a sovereign
independen~ State of their own. Recently, Palestinians
were killed in large numbers during Israel's invasion of
Lebanon. This tragedy was followed by the grisly mas
sacre of thousands of innocent Palestinian r~fugees

a ghastly deed which brought back memories of the
Nazi holocaust that befell the Jews.
21. It is high time for all parties to the dispute in the
Middle East to engage themselves seriously and
vigorously in achieving the goal that has eluded the
international community for so long, the goal of
establishing a sovereign independent State of Pales-·
tine, a goal which will provide a solution to the crux
of the problem in the Middle East and will end the
suffering of a brave and determined people.
22. My delegation was encouraged by the progress
made at the Arab Summit Conference at Fez in early
September. We were also further enlightened, in this
context, by the statement delivered by His Majesty
King Hassan 11 of Morocco on 26 October in the
General Assembly [44th meeting]. This development
and the positive elements of other positions should be
conducive to the settlen:cnt of the problem of Pal-
estine. ·

23. However, any solution in thjs regard must take
into account the absolute need to recognize the true
stat}1JS of the PLO by all those who have not done so
thus far. The PLO must then be fully involved in the
negotiations concerning the question of Palestine;
otherwise, the true and authentic voice of the Pal
estinians may go unheard in deciding their own future.

24. For the setting-up of a Palestinian State, the
action of Israel wi~l be a decisive factor. Israel will
have to take steps to withdraw from all the territories
it has occupied since the 1967 war. The settlements
established in those territories should also be removed.
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The rights of all States of the region to exist within
internationally recognized boundaries will have to
be agreed upon.
25. In conclusion, may I say that only when all the
parties, particularly Israel, agree to take the steps
I have just mentioned, then-and then only-will
we be able to provide an adequate and long-term
answer to the question of Palestine.

26. Mr. MARQUES (Portugal): The problem we are
considering here today, the question of Palestine,
contains elements of concern for world peace and
security which the international community cannot
ignore. The search for a just and lasting solution to
this problem requires the most persistent efforts.
Its dimension and gravity are shown by the fact that it is
one of the oldest questions before the Assembly.
For more than 35 years, the Assembly, reflecting a
yearning for peace reaching it from all corners of the
globe, has outlined the measures it considers neces
sary as a contribution towards a lasting solution to
the Palest~nian problem. It is the view of the Portu
guese Government that of all the directives issued
from the Assembly two principles emerge that are
fundamental to the solution of this problem: the right
of all peoples of the region, including Israel, to live
in peace and security within internationally recognized
boundaries, and the recognition of the right of the
Palestinian people freely to determine their future.
For this to be possible, it is necessary that all parties
concerned should be involved in a negotiating process.
Without that, a final solution cannot be found.

27. Past experience has shown that we must not
allow the possibilities of solutions advocated at a given
moment to be lost through delay. Indeed, we all
remember certain measures accep:~ed in the past by
one of the parties but rejected at that time by the
other. Th~ continuation of this conflict, however,
has reversed the positions: the measures advocated
at the time no longer satisfy those who accepted them,
while those who opposed them would today perhaps be
in a position to subscribe' to such measures. There
fore, when agreeing to negotiate, both parties should
be prepared to sacrifice some of their positions so
that the aim of living in peace and harmony in the
region can really be attained.

28. Israel must, on the one hand, understand the
necessity of withdrawing from the territories occupied
since 1967 to the limits established by the intemational
community on the basis of United Nations resolu
tions. On the other hand, Israel must recognize the
legitimate right ofthe Palestinian people to a homeland.
Israel fought for generations for recognition of pre
cisely that right and therefore has no moral authority
to deny to others what it sought for itself. That
country will have to remember the role played by
the United Nations in the recognition of that right
which all the parties to the conflict win equally
have to respect so as better to understand that
our sole wish here is to guarantee to all the same
rights and obligations.

29. We acknowledge the sacrifices endured by the
Jewish people in the struggle for their hnmeland.
However, my Govemment cannot but condemn the
tragic .situation of entire popu'ations forced to live and
die in exile. The Palestinian people have also been

the victim of grave persecutions and violations that
affect women, children, elderly people and, indeed,
entire families, without discrhit.bation. Such is, as
we are all aware, the drama of ;the Palestinian refu
gees. They deserve, and will still have. to rely on,
the efforts of the United Nations to mitigate their
sufferings through UNRWA, an organization created
with that aim, which Portugal supports. The tragic
events that have occurred in Lebanon in the past
decade, and in particular those witnessed during the
operations recently undertaken there by Israeli force,
give special relevance today to the anguish of the
Palestinian people.
30. My Government has condemned and continues
to condemn, in addition to the acts of violence which
culminated in the intervention in Lebanon, other
Israeli actions which reveal blatant disrespect for
United Nations decisiofis and for the principles ofinter
national law embodied in the Charter. I refer specifi
cally to the unlawfulness of all unilateral measures
taken in c~ntravention of the principle of the inadmis
sibility of the acquisition of territory by force and
of the principle of the inviolability of the Holy Places,
and to the illegitimate policy of establishing settle
ments in the occupied territorielS. My Government
equally condemns the repressive measures against
the Palestinian population, in violation of the most
elementary human rights, which all of us are bound to
defend.

31. It becomes ever more evident that a peaceful
solution to a problem of such dimensions and com
plexity can be reached only through patient and
constant dialogue among all the parties concerned,
without exception. For this reason, while Portugal
condemns any attempt to prevent any Member State
from participating in the Assembly-an action tha~

would put at stake the principle of universality which
presided at its creation-we consider that it would
be a matter for concern if we were to deny represen
tation to a fundamental party in that process.

32. Portugal has always supported all initiatives,
from wherever they may come, which seek to bring
together the parties involved in this conflict. That is
why the Portuguese Government, on the occasion of
the address by its Prime Minister to in~ current ses
sion of the General Assembly [14th meeting], praised
President Reagan's peace plan and the consensus
achieved at the Fez summit meeting of Arab coun
tries. Those initiatives should not be considered
separately, for both constitute significant steps towards .
the solution of the Middle East problem on a realistic
basis.

33. While deploring the tragedies suffered by the
peoples and countries of that region, we should never
lose sight of the need to negotiate. I believe we should
not fail to seize eveJ:y opportunity to do so, while
reaffirming the necessity of guaranteeing the security
of all countries in the area, as well as the legitimate
rights of the Palestinians, namely, their human rights
and their right to self-determination.

34. The position of my Government on this issue is
based on three fundamental principles of our foreign
policy: first, respect for human rights; secondly,
the implementation of the right to self-determination;
and, finally, the condemnation of all forms of. armed
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intervention in territories that face internal political
instability. Our belief that these three basic principles
of foreign policy should be pursued leads me to appeal
to the conscience and for the cohesive votes of all
States Members of the United Nations. Let there
be no hesitation in fulfilling those principles in whatever
part of the world they are to be applied. They must
be enforced on the strict criterion of equality.

35. We therefore believe that the Members of the
United Nations should engage their best efforts each
time these rights are violated, in the firm conviction
that the coherence of their positions reinforces the
attempts to achieve the universal goal ofjustice which
is the strength and the raison d'etre of the Organ
ization.

36. Mr. MOUSHOUTAS (Cyprus): It is most pn
fortunate that certain international problems remain
on the agenda ofthe General Assembly on what appears
to be a permanent basis. It is most unfortunate that
the international community, while recognizing on the
one hand the gravity of such problems, fails to proceed
to the adoption of the measures necessary to solve
them. We seem to be involved in a vicious circle
whereby year after painful year, event after painful
event, we return to this forum to repeat more or less
the same arguments, to recall the same pronounce
ments and appeals. We are all aware of our short
comings. And while we may §ometimes go as far as
to recognize our respon$jbilities, even publicly,
we always stop short of taking the courageous steps
which are so necessary in the search for a solution to
the problems that we face.

37. The question of Palestine is undoubtedly the
most prominent of the problems in the Middle East
and gives rise to one of the most dangerous hotbeds of
tension in the world, primarily as a result of the
hostile, aggressive and expansionist policy of Israel
as manifested by the denial of the legitimate and
inalienable rights of the Palestinian people.

38: Our fajlureto act with-determination"hi the search
for a just and lasting solution to the problem en
dangers not only peace in the region but also inter
national peace and security. The recent deplorable
flare-up resulting from the military invasion ofLebanon
by Israel, with the consequent loss of thousands- of
lives and the massacres of Shatila and Sabra, cast
a cloud of guilt On mankind as a whole and especially
on Israel.

~ . -- ----- ~--

39. For months, the international community was a
bystander while the Palestinian people was targeted for
extinction, witnessing the naked military invasion of a
State Member of the United Nations, the tragic siege
of West Beirut, the indiscriminate Israeli bombing,
unparalleled in brutality, and the killing of thousands of
civilians, Lebanese and Palestinian alike. That was
another example of the paralysis which characterizes
the international community when confronted with
situations in which decisive, effective and prompt
action is required.

40. It is our feeling that this failure of the interna
tional community to act in such cases of crisis quickly
and decisively, through the United Nations and espe
cially through the Security Council, in order to estab
lish peace and security is a major weakness which
we must overcome for the sake of humanity _We can-

- r-

not remain mere spectators when the principles of the
Charter of the Organization, principles to which we all
boast that we subscribe, are put to a test or trampled
upon.

41. What is equally important is that we must gather
the necessary political will to act effectively, not
simply in crisis situations but also when such crises
are over. We are confronted with a number of prob
lems today, including that of my own country created
by the military invasion of 1974 and the occupation
of almost 40 per cent of our territory. And yet we seem
to tack the political will to press for their solution
on the basis of resolutions unanimously or almost
unanimously adopted in this very Assembly. To this·
extent, we are partly responsible for the flare-ups and
the perpetuation of the unresolved problems. "

42. For almost 40 years now, the Palestinian people
has been struggling to recover its legitimate right to
return to its homeland, to exercise the right of self
determination and to establish an independent State.
For almost as many years, the question of Palestine
has remained an unresolved problem, the perpetuation
of which means untold human suffering and a con
tinuous threat to international peace and security.

43. The Palestinian people has been uprooted and
millions are now refugees dispersed throughout the
Arab countries, while Israel has been establishing
settlements in the occupied Arab territories, in spite
of United Nations resolutions, the Charter of the
United Nations and international law, and in utter
contempt for the rights and the legitimate interests
of the inhabitants of Palestine.

44. We must admit that the aggressor has been
allowed to proceed with the implementation of its
policies almost with impunity. Occupation and coloni
zation in the occupied Arab land and gross violations
of human rights still continue. The survival of the
people of Palestine, forcibly expelled, like ours, from .
their ancestral homes and lands, is threatened. The
aggressor, persistently disregarding the relevant
resolutions of the United Nations, trample~ upon
the rights of the Palestinian people with impunity,
while the international community is helpless.

45. Our Organization, in which mankind places its
hopes ~md aspirations for peace and justice, has not
been able to deal effectively with this tragic situation.

46. The position of the Government of the Republic
of Cyprus on the question of Palestine has been con
sistent and based on principle. We view the question
of Palestine as the core of the Middle Ea,.st problem,
and we believe that no just and durable solution
can be achieved in the region without the solution of
this problem. We believe that the Palestinian people
must be enabled to exercise its inalienable and fun
damental right of self-determination and national inde
pendence in its homeland. We believe that the PLO,
the sole and legitimate representative of the heroic
Palestinian people, must be a party to any negotiations
concerning the solution of the problem. And we also
believe that Israel must withdraw immediately and un
conditionally from all Arab land and Palestinian terri
tories occupied since 5 June 1967.

47. On the basis of these views, and as an expres
sion of our solidarity with our Palestinian and Arab
neighbours and brothers, we hosted at Nicosia the
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Extraordinary Ministerial Meeting of the Co
ordinating Bureau of the Non-Aligned Countries on the
question of Palestine, held from 15 to 17 JUly this
year, when Lebanon was invaded by Israel and Beirut
was under I~raeli siege. Cyprus will continue its efforts
in the search for ajust and lasting solution to the Middle
East problem and the question of Palestine, through
the United Nations and the Movement of Non-Aligned
Countries, believing that in so doing we serve lofty
principles and high ideals which are in accord with the
Charter of the United Nations.
48. Mr. NISIBORI (Japan): More than two years
have passed since the seventh emergency special
session of the General Assembly on the question of
Palestine was convened, and this year the ninth emer
gency special session held several meetings on the
question. Looking back over the course ofevents in the
Middle East during this period, we note that there
have been some positive developments, such as the
progress made in the normalization of relations be
tween Egypt and Israel based on the peace treaty
between the two countries. As a result of that
treaty and through a process of peaceful negotiation,
Egypt has regained its territories.
49. On the other hand, however, it must also be
pointed out that the hoped-for progress in the autonomy
talks concerning the Palestinian people has not yet been
achieved. Furthermore, the international community
has had to turn its attention to such unfortunate
incidents as the Israeli invasion of Lebanon and the
massacre in West Beirut, which have been roundly
denounced by the international community. And in
the occupied Arab territories Israel has passed legisla
tion which, in effect, annexes the Golan Heights. It
has further undertaken measures to dissolve town
councils and has dismissed three elected mayors.
Moreover, the international community has had to wit
ness acts of sacrilege against Holy Places in Jerusa
lem. Those actions have certainly contributed to the
further deterioration of the situation in the region. As
a consequence, the Middle East problem, at the core of
which lies the question of Palestine, is becoming more
complex and a solution increasingly elusive.
50. It is our view that the deterioration of the situa
tion in the occupied Arab territories stems primarily
from Israel's policy of unilaterally changing the status
of those occupied territories, through, for example, its
establishment of settlements there and its annexation
of East Jerusalem. These acts are incompatible with
Se<::urity Council resolution 242 (1967) and other
relevant United Nations resolutions. They are thus
without validity and are, indeed, illegal. They must not
be condoned by the international community.
We deplore these measures as being detrimental to an
atmosphere that could lead to a settlement of the
question through dialogue and as jeopardizing the
entire peace process. We urge Israel to repeal them
immediately. Furthermore, we strongly appeal to
Israel, as the occupying authority, to make special
efforts, in accordance with the fourth Geneva Con
vention of 12 August 1949 and relevant international
law, to protect the human rights and promote the
welfare of the Palestinian people, who have had to en
dure the hardships of occupation for such a long time.
51. Although it has been presented on numerous
occasions, I should like to take this opportunity to

, .

restate the basic position of the Government of Japan
on the Middle East problem and, in particular, on
the question of Palestine.
52. First, peace in the Middle East should be just,
lasting and comprehensive.
53. Secondly, such a peace should be achieved
through the early and complete implementation of
Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973)
and through the recognition of and respect for the
legitimate rights of the Palestinian people, including
the right of self-determin'ation, under the Charter
of the United Nations.
54. Thirdly, each and every path towards the realiza
tion of such a peace must be explored, with careful
consideration given to the legitimate security require
ments of the countries in the region and to the aspira
tions of all the peoples in the region, including the
Palestinian people.
55. Fourthly, Japan is of the view that the PLO
represents the Palestinian people. Thus, in order to .
advance the cause of peace in the Middle East, Japan
believes, it is essential that Israel and the PLO recog
nize each other's position and that the PLO par
ticipate in the peace process.
56. Moreover, as a concrete step towards an early
settlement of the Palestine question, Japan believes,
it is of the utmost importance that both Israel and
the Palestinian people make sincere efforts to dispel
mutual distrust and to foster a genuine will to coexist.
Japan sincerely hopes that all parties directly con
cerned, in the spirit of the Charter of the United
Nations, will show courage and follow the path of rea
son by refraining from the use of force and that they
will do the,ir utmost to settle this problem in a just and
peaceful manner.

57. Japan supports all the international and related
efforts which have been made for the achievement of
a comprehensive peace in the Middle East. In this
regard, Japan highly appreciates both the new United
States initiative and the unified Arab peace plan, and
welcomes the ongoing efforts based on those proposals
as positive steps towards the achievement of a peace
ful solution of the problem. Furthermore, Japan urges
ail the parties concerned, but particularly Israel and
the PLO, not to miss this opportunity for peace
but to redouble their efforts towards this end.

58. The search for a solution to the question of Pal
estine, which has continued to engage the attention of
the United Nations ever since its establishment, is
extremely complex and fraught with difficulties. At
this time, the Government of Japan reaffirms its
intention to ex~end co-operation for the attainment of
our common goal: the prompt solution of the question
of Palestine through peaceful talks and without re
course to the use of force.

59. Mr. GURINOVICH (Byelorussian Soviet
Socialist Republic) (interpretation from Russian):
For more than a third of a century, the four million
suffering Palestinian people have had to bear a ter
rible tragedy-and for this Israel is to blame, along
with the imperiaH:;t forces that support it. It has been
deprived of its homeland by force; it has been ter
rorized by the occupation force in the West Bank
of the Jordan and the Gaza Strip; and this summer,
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on the soil of Lebanon, the Israeli aggressors unleasheo
a wave of veritable genocide against it.

60. From year to year, in discussing the question of
Palestine, the General Assembly, as well as other
organs of the United Nations, has found that the
situation of the Arab people of Palestine in the oc
cupied territories has been worsening. It has called
for the exerCise of their inalienable rights, including
the right to form their own sovereign State. These
demands have been supported by the States of the
socialist community. the broadest possible strata of
world public opinion and such an important and power
ful political force of the present day as the Movement
of Non-Aligned Countries, as is demonstrated by the
documents of the Ministerial Meetings of the Co
ordinating Bureau of the Non-Aligned Countries, held
this year in Kuwait and Havana.

61. A veritable flood of letters has been coming in
from the representatives of Member States, addressed
to the Secretary-General, enumerating further illegal
acts on the part of Israel in the occupied Arab
territories and against the sovereign States of that
region. The aggressive actions of!srael and the United
States complicity in them have been severely con
demned in various forums of the United Nations.
The most recent evidence was provided yesterday at
the special meeting of the Committee on the Exer
cise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian Peo
ple.to commemorate the International Day ofSolidarity
with the Palestinian People.

62. All this, however, is arrogantly disregarded by
Israel. In the report of the Special Committee to
Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human
Rights of the Populatbn of the Occupied Territories,
it is pointed out that "the level of violence and
brutality of repression is unprecedented" [A/37/
485. p. 4] in the occupied territories during the past
year. The report notes: "This situation has caused
and continues to be the cause of untold suffering of
more innocent civilians" [ibid.]. In part IV of the
report we are given more than 250 paragraphs con
taining specific evidence of massive and flagrant
violations by the Israeli occupation authorities of the
rights and freedoms of the people of the occupied Arab
territories. This is also referred to in resolutions of
the United Nations Commission on Human Rights.

63. It is pointed out in the report of the Committee
on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Pal
estinian People that, in spite of the many decisions
of the General Assembly, including the decisions
taken at its seventh emergency special session, "Israel
had not only made claims to the occupied Arab and
Palestinian territories but had proceeded to speed
up the process of steady annexation of the occupied
territories of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip".
[See A/37/35 and Corr.], para. 29.] That conclusion
on the part of the Committee is again confirmed in
the letter of 8 November 1982 addressed to the
Secretary-General from the Chairman of the Com
mittee, Mr. Sarre [A/37/604]. This letter refers to
reports in The New York Times and The Jerusalem
Post of statements by Israeli leaders about far
reaching plans for increasing the number of Israeli
settlers in the West Bank from 25,000 at the present
time to 400,000 within the next five years and up to
1.4 million within the next 30· years.

64. It is worth noting in this regard the cynical state
ment of the Israeli Defence Minister to the effect that
"massive settlements all over the West Bank area is
the best answer to the various plans that outsiders
are trying to foist on Israel" [ibid., p. ]].

65. In the implementation of its policy of annexation
in the occupied territories and in flagrant contradic
tion with the provisions of the fourth Geneva Con
vention, of 12 August 1949, relative to the Protection
of Civilian Persons in Time of War, Israel is using
both open violence and transparent juridical casuistry.
For example, in order to deprive the Palestinians of
their lands, apart from simply driving them out by
force, they are having recourse to a law dating from
the far-off time of the Ottoman Empire which re
quires the registration of all landholdings. At. the
same time, one of the thousands of pieces of legisla
tion passed by the Israeli occupation authorities makes
it impossible in practice for the Palestinians to register
their landholdings.

66. The Israeli act of aggression against Lebanon this
summer was a deliberately planned link in the long
chain of Israeli crimes against the Arab people of
Palestine following Camp David and the American
Israeli strategic co-operation. The whole world was
shocked by its cruelty. This naked act of genocide
has been condemned by all progressive mankind. By
this treacherous act, the Israeli hawks were aiming at
"the final solution" of the Palestine question by
means of the annihilation of the Palestinians, by
analogy, it would appear, with the equally barbarous
plans of the Nazis. As Le Monde Diplomatique
stated in August 1982, this goal also included "the
destruction of th~ national organization of the Pal
estinian people and the reduction of the status of that
people to that of a flock of sheep without a shepherd" .

67. The cynicism of this unbridled aggressor in
describing this wholesale slaughter as "operation peace
for Galilee" is absolutely staggering.

68. In the final document of the meetings at Nicosia
of the international investigative commission on the
crimes of Israel against the Lebanese- and Palestinian
peoples, it is pointed out that there' has been deliber
ate military activity against the civilian population,
the bombing of peacefUl towns and villages and the use
of American cluster, phosphorous and vacuum bombs
even against hospitals and clinics protected by the
emblems of the Red Cross and the Red Crescent. The
Commission described the harsh treatment of Pal
estinian prisoners and civilians and other barbaric acts
by the Israeli military. The document also points out
-and this should be stressed-that the United States
was an accomplice in these crimes. There is no doubt
that the comprehensive support given by the United
States to its strategic ally in the Middle East, which
so faithfully protects {he far-flung so-called vital inter
ests of its patron in this important part of the world,
is the main reason for the continuing suffering of the
Palestinian people and the failure to solve the Pal
estinian problem and the Middle East crisis as a whole.

69. Incidentally, that fact is referred to in many
international documents. The final c-Dmmunique of the
Extraordinary Ministerial Meeting of the Co-ordinating
Bureau of the Non-Aligned Countries on the question
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of Palestine, held in Kuwait in April 1982, states,
inter alia:

"The Ministers deplored imperialist policies,
particularly those pursued by the United States,
which armed Israel and supplied it, both directly
and indirectly, with the nuclear technology and
materials enabling it to continue its nuclear weapons
programme designed to perpetuate its occupation
of the Palestinian and other Arab territories."
[See A/37/205, para. 35.]

70. The Israeli aggression in Lebanon coincided with
the aims of the United States, and we find the fol
lowing was written in the middle of November this
year by The New York Times on the subject: "Within
the Administration, ... there has been a recognition,
right from the start of the operation, that Israel's stra
tegic objectives in the war closely paralleled American
interests". In enumerating the advantages gained by
the United States as a result of this act of aggres
sion, the author of the article states, quite frankly from
a profit-and-Ioss standpoint, that: "All this has been
achieved without any significant cost to the- United
States" ..

71. Somewhat earlier, the same newspaper described
as a triumph for the United States what world public
opinion had regarded as Israeli piracy in Lebanon, a
triumph in blood and suffering. This is the normal
standard for the imperialists. Adhering stubbornly to its
concept of a strategic alliance with Israel, the United
States, as may be recalled, blocked the adoption of a
number of resolutions by the Security Council in its
consideration of the question of Israeli aggression in
Lebanon. With an obstinacy worthy of a better cause,
the United States prevented the adoption by the Secu
rity Council of the decision to apply sanctions against
Israel. Those acts by Israel's faithful advocate pre
't.:nted the Security Council from effectively carrying
out its functions in resolving the Middle East conflict.

72. Hot on the heels, as. it were, of what was re
garded by the enemies of the Arab peoples as the
military victory of Israel-although it might be
more appropriate here to describe it as a Pyrrhic vic
tory-on the diplomatic front, in its anxiety to con
solidate its achievement, the United States Adminis
tration did not delay putting forward the so-called plan
for the settlement of the Palestinian and Middle
East problem.

73. Of course, we can only welcome, if it is sincere,
the wish of the United States Administration to see
a just and comprehensive solution of the Middle East
crisis. However, this plan fails to provide for the
most important thing, the withdrawal by Israel from
all Arab territories occupied in 1967 and the possibility
of the exercise by the Palestinian people of its right
to self-determination and the creation of its own sover
eign State. The plan ignores the PLO and in practice
is designed to perpetuate the Israeli occupation of
Arab lands under the label of the notorious adminis
trative autonomy.

74. It is clear from the statements made in the
course of the discussion during the current session
of the General Assembly that that is the assessment
of the plan made, directly or indirectly, by many
delegations. This discussion-and discussion in other

organs of the United Nations, including the Security
Council-has made it absolutely clear that there is
constantly growing support for the just cause of the
Arab people ofPalestine by the overwhelming majority
of members of the international community and is
eloquent proof of the undeniable fact that the solution
of the Palestinian problem is the key to the establish
ment of a just and lasting peace in the Middle East.
That point has been reflected and confirmed in many
resolutions adopted by the General Assembly.

75. It is high time to ensure universal support for
effective ways and means by which to make it pos
sible for the Palestinian people to exercise their
inalienable rights in Palestine, including the right to
create a Palestinian State, on the basis of United
Nations resolutions. It is precisely the resolution of
the Middle East problem through the collecti~e efforts
of all interested parties, including the PLO, the sole
legitimate representative of the Arab people of Pal
estine, that has long and actively been supported by
the Soviet Union and other socialist countries. In this
regard, our delegation believes it necessary to draw
the attention of the Assembly once again to the pro
posals of the USSR on the subject submitted on
15 September of this year [see A/37/457]. These
proposals proceed from the need for strict observance
of the principle of the inadmissibility of the acquisi
tion of the territory of others by means of aggression;
the recognition and implementation of the right of the
Arab people of Palestine to self-determination and to
create their own independent State on Palestinian
soil, which should be freed from Israeli occupation;
the recognition of the right of all States in this area
to a secure existence ana to development in cir
cumstances of mutual respect for sovereignty, inde
pendence and territorial integrity, with appropriate
international guarantees.

76. I should like to stress that the Committee on
the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Pal
estinian People, in its report to the General Assembly
at its thirty-seventh session, "noted with satisfaction
that the plan agreed on major points with the recom
mendations of tbe Committee which had been re
peatedly endorsed by the General Assembly". [See
A/37/35 and Corr.!, para. 96.] A favourable view of
the Soviet proposals is also contained in paragraph 89
of the report of the Secretary-General [A/37/525].

.
77. The principles for the solution of the Palestinian
problem and for the Middle East settlement as a .
whole adopted by the Summit Conference of leaders
of Arab countries at Fez in no way differ from what
the Soviet State has been fighting for for so many
years. It is of key significance now that the Arab
countries in future continue to act in unison and main
tain consistently the p.osition taken at Fez.

78. Along with other delegations, the delegation of the
Byelorussian SSR will continue to support the just
cause of ensuring the freedom of the Palestinnan peo
ple, led by the PLO, and the creation by them of their
homeland.

The meeting rose at 5.05 p.m.
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NOTES

1 The delegations of Jamaica, Lebanon and Sierra Leone sub
sequently informed the Secretariat that they had intended to vote
in favour of the draft resolution; and the delegation of the Lao

People's Democratic Republic, that it had intended not to par
ticipate in the voting.

2 The delegations of Lebanon and Jamaica subsequently in
formed the Secretariat that they had intended to vote in favour of the
draft resolution; and the delegation of the Lao People's Democratic
Republic, that it had intended not to participate in the voting.




