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1. The General Asseubly, a.‘t :Lts 478th plenary meeting held on 25 Septenber 1954,
decided to allocate to the 'I'hirrl 'Comnittee ‘the item "Report of the United Ha:tions
High Commissioner for Refugees". :
2. The Committee considered ‘thé item at-its 545th to 51l-8t11 and SSGth to 556Gth
meetings held between 1 end 18 Or::'tober 1954, fThe Committee had before it the
report of the High c}cmmz:l.ssi-:meri gnd chapter IV, section V of the report of
the Econcmic and Soclal Council .-+
3. At the 545th meeting, the -H:?gh:-mmissionef made a statement in vhich he gave
:i.nforzjm’cipn about the ‘ac’civi‘tiesfiof his Office during the past year. He sald
~that dhsse astlvitiop wers fow&_a. the pro't’éc"tibn of the refugeés under 1lis
‘mondate; the search for permanen{‘, solutions for the '_problem of vafugees, ,thei'
co-ordinetion of the activities m the voluntery agencies working for refugEes,
end, under Genersl Assembly resolution 538 B (VI), emergency aid to the mosn '
. needys.groups. He gave detalled: information ghout cemp population and streseed
the fact thet the camp edoption Bcheme initlated by his O0ffice had been further
geveloped during the rast year. He pointed out that the so-called dif‘ficul’u

1/ fSee Official Records of the”eeneral Assembly, Ninth Session, Supplement No.l’
documents A/Z04E8 end Add.Z2.; A/2648/Add.1 (Supplement 15 A) has been placed’
on the sgends of the Fif'th Gonznz.ttee vnder tem 36(e) of the agenda of the
'session.

2f 'Ibid., Supplement Wo. 3, d.o¢umen’t A/2686.
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ctases among refugees presented the herdesgt Problem, as there was little hope
thaf these refugees would ever b2 integrated in the economy of the countiies

of residence or of eny. other country, Under the statute of his Office, he

vas called upon to help Govermments to Find pormanent solutions end reduce the
number of refugees requiring Pibaction.  Biw Office had teken ective steps

to refer to the eppropriste suthoritics any request for repatriation which had
been received from individuel refugees. The expevience of the past year had
showm thet the refugee Problem with which the Righ Commissioner was concerned
vas far from solved, and if his Gffice conbinued ectivities on the lines whieh
bed been folloved t111 then, 1t would not be soived. The work which had been
uadertaken by his Office under the Ford Foundation grant had shown the Lines o
which g programme for permenent solutions could be devéloped. Such & progremme
would raquire about $12 million from intermational sources which should be 7
metehed with contributions from the countries of fesidence. At the 550th and
5518t meetings, the High cdmmissioner_gave edditional informetion in reply to
the questions of verious délegations.

b,  The Secretary-General, in the course of & statement at the 545th meeting,
urged the Committee to help the United Netions to ma&é en effective contribution
to the High Commissioner's work, bearing in mind the long-tern charecter of his |
tesk. -

5. In the discussion the majority of tﬂe representatives expressed the
qppreciation of their Governments for the ﬁorE:Of tﬁe Office of the High ‘
Commissioner and generaily supported his pfogramme for promoting permanent .
solutions. A few represenﬁatiVes,‘howéver, expressed criticism of international
gction underteken on behslf of refugees since the end of the Second Wbrld War
through varidua'international organizetions eng the Office of the High
Commissioner. They considered that the Office tended to perpetuate the refugee
problem which eould heve been solved & long time aéo'through the repatriation of
the refugees in accordance with General Aséembly resclution 8 (1) of

12 Pebruery 1946, o | )

6. Meny representatives emphesized the-iﬁternamiona& character of the refugee
problem end the responsibility which the ipternatipnal community_shouldrgontinue
to bear in this connexion. ' e '
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T« Some delegations favoured tﬂe merging of the fund for emergency aid with
that proposed for permanent solﬁﬁions, They felt that s time-limit For
international assistance for permanent solutions should be set. It vas
generally felt that m new execuﬁiﬁe commitﬁﬁe representlng the Governments
primarily concerned with this «ﬁop sty shcul& e estﬁbllshed.

8. Doubts were expressed that a fund of $12 million would be sufficient

either to ‘provide & solution for the problem of refugees or to decrease their
number. - It was suggested that tpe gverseas resettlement of refugees would be
focilitated if international assiaﬁaﬁp& for the economic developmeat of countries
of imigration vere forthcoming.

9. Some delegations believed thet the system of voluntary contributions to the
fund for permenent _solutions was 1gﬂ§ggyaﬁa and therefore stressed the necessity
for the General Assembly to appropriate directly the required funds.

10. I%t was the strong bellef of some delegations thet the countries of residence
of refugees should not be asked té bear the full financial responsibility

for the refugees.

11. A draft resolution was submitted by Sweden (A/C.3/L.402) according to which
the funds necessary to enable the High Commissicner to implement his programme
would be appropriated directly‘by‘the General Assembly.

12. A second draft resolution was submitted by Australia, Belgium, Costa Rica,
Ecuedor, France,. the Netherlands ‘Turkey and the United States of America
(4/C.3/L.403 and Add.1) requesting the Negotieting Committee for Extra-Budgetary
Funds, in co-operation with the High Conmissioner, to negotiate with the
Governments of Member and non-Member States for volunﬁary contribvutions towards
e fund to be devoted to the promoﬁion of permanent solutions'and'to‘pErmit
emergency aid to be‘given to the most needy cases 6f refugeas.

15. An emendment to the Joint dreft resolution wes submitted by Uruguay
(4/C.3/L.404) which stressed the problems of certain family groups of refugees;
this amendment wes accepted by the Eponsors .,

1k, Egypt, Ireg, lebanon, Saudi Arabia,_§ggig and Yemen submitted emendments
(a/c. 5/L.h05) to verious paragrsphs of the joint draft resolution (A/C.3/L.k03)
draming attention.to the fact thaﬁ certain of the countries of residence were not
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in a position tQ assume after & certain period the full financial responsibility
for refugees; they suggested that the countries of residence should be requested

only to provide all the assistancc within theiy power for the refugees.

- 15.

At the 556th meeting, a fimal revision of the text of the Joint draft

resolution (A/C.3/L.103/Rev.3) was cirewlated. L% the same meeting, the
six—Power'ameanents (A/C.}/L.kﬂﬁ} were ywithdrawn.

16.

The Swedish draft resolutiow (4/0.3/L.k02) was rejected by 27 votes to 9,

with 21 sbstentions.

7.

The Committee voted es follows om the Joint draft resolution

(A/c.3/L.103/Rev.3):

(a) Pourth peragreph of the presmble: on a separete vote, teken at the
request of the representatives of {recce gnd Lebenon, the Committee decilded
by 33 votes to 11, with 6 ebsientions, to meintain the following phrase: |

MConsidering that while the ultimate responsibility for the refugees within

the mandete of the High Commissioner falls in Poct upon the countries of
residence";

(b} Operative Jperogragh 5: on a separate vote, taken at the ‘request of

the representative of Iraq, this parag1aph wes adopted by 36 votes te T,
with 10 ebstentlons; _ :

(¢} Operetive paragraph 6: on-a separaie vote, teken at the request of
the representative of Saudi Arabia, this paragraph wes adopted by 32 votes

.. to 10, with 11 ebstentions;

lel

(a) The joint draft resolution as e whole Was"ﬁgproved by 40 votes to 5;

with 10 gbstentions.

The Third Committee therefore recommends to the Ceneral Asserbly the edoption

- of the folloﬁing draft resolution: '

-The Gepneral Assembly,

Having CﬂﬁSideTEd-thﬁ problems of refugees within the mandate of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees in the lipght of his report
to the Genersl Assembly gt its ninth gesslon,

Having noted with satisfection the work accomplishea for refugees,

Noting that in spite of the efforts mede there is little hope that - et
the present rate of repatriation, resettlement, or integration - a satisfactor

solution to these problems will be resched within a reasongble peried of tiﬁe,
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Considering that while the ultimate responsibillty for the refugees
within the mendate of the High Commissicner falls in faet upen the
countries of rusidence, cer+a¢n of these countries have to face particularly
heavy burdens as a result of their geographical situation, and some
complementary aid has been shcwn to be necessary to accelerate the
implementption of a progrgmmewfor permanent solutions.
 Recalling resolution 728 (VIII) of the General Assembly and
resolution 549 (XVIII) of the Economic and Social Council,

| Consldering that the progremme outlined in the report of the High
Cdmmissioner contains a'numbef of constructive elements for an effective
attempt'ai echileving s permanént solution to the problems of certaln groups
of the refugées who are the concern of the High Commissioner, having special
regard to family groups, |

1. Authorizes the High Ccmmissioner, in eccordance with his Statute,
to underteke a programme designed to achieve rermansnt solutions within the
period of his current mendate for the refugees included within the propozels
in his report to the General Aasembly at its ninth session (A/2648,
chapter IV, section k4, end A/Eﬁh&/ﬁdd 2, paragraphs 1 to 11);

2. ‘Requests the Négotiating Cormittee for Extra-Budgetary Funds, in
éd-operation with the High Commissioner, to negotiate with the Governments
of Member end non-Member States for voluntery contributions tovards a fund
based on the proposels of the High Commissioner (the amount to be determined
by the High Commissioner's Advisory Committee et its next session), to be
devoted principelly to the promotion of permenent sdlutions, end glso to
permit emergency gssistance té the most mcedy cases such fund to
incorporate the fund euthorized by the Genersl Assembly in . oo
resolution 538 B (VI); J

| 3. Authorigzes the High Commlssioner to meke appeals for funds for the
purposes set forth in paragragh 2 sbove; |

b, Requests the Economic end Social Council, not later than its
nineteenth session énd in the ‘light of proposals to be submitted to it by
the High Commissioner upon thé advice of his Advisory Committee, elther to
eateblish an Executive Commitﬁee responsible for giving divectives to the
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High Commissioner in carrying: out his progfamme and for exercising the
neceesary controls in the uge of funds alletted to the Office of the High
Comuissioner or to revise the terms of referahée éﬁd éompasition of the
Advisory Commitee in order Yo enshle it to carry out the same duties;

' 5+ DBeguests the High Cumissicnsr {0 prepere, for presentation to the
inter-governmentsl body menbiconed in pavegrarh 4 above, detailed propesals
for préojects designed to schiave permanent solutions, inecluding plans for
adequate Pfinencial or other contributions from sources within the countries
of residence; ’ '

6. Requests the Governiuents concerned, in the negotiation of
agreements with the High Commissioner for the projects for permanent
solutions under this Progreime, to glve assuvances that they will assume
full financial responsibilify should any of the refugees within the scope
of the progromme still roquive nssistance ot the end of the stipulnted
‘Period;

7. Urges Mezber and non-Member States to co-operate with the High
Conmissioner to the fullest extent in this Programne ;

+ Requests the High Commissioner to include in his snnugl report e
statement on the measures which he hés teken under the terms of the present
resolution, '
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