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1. At its 224th plersry Deeting held on &p September 1940, the General
| Assehml}f referred o the Third Comristes e lhtem "Bafugees and B’ﬁaualueﬂ
pa‘mong,"‘ resulhing @rﬁm the edoption by t&;a Foonomis and Sccial chgil
on € AvEust 1649, of vesolution 24B{IX)A. |
e On i Woreuber 1549, ab its 256th meeting, the Third Comzittee took
up thle ltem end copsidered thi report progrred by the Secretery- ~Gencrel
in acmrﬁume with resciution 2h3{IZ)A of tae Hecnemic erd Soclal Gozmcil
(a/C. 3,« /597) 28 well as two comminlcaticns frew the Gemeral Councll of tbs
Internt‘tlona'l Refuges OrgEnization dabted reapectively Jrly 1949 (B/1392)
and :.Q Ootoaer 1649 (A/C.3/528), Tre Commitice also had before it the
report- of the Advigory Comittee on Adwinistrative and J;.udgatary fj_’ll@B'biUuS
1’el£tiv1g to refugecs and stateless persons (8/105¢) end a draft resoluticn
oubmit ted by Francs (4/C. 3/549) _ |
3. murmg the covrge of the debate on this item in the Third Commitbec, whicl
le.med fror the 255th to tke 264th weeting irclnsive (for the sumisry records
of thé Alzeunsion see 4/C.2/5R.256 - 264t) the following teZie Were introduced
by verious dslegetions:
(:I.) A dvaft resolubicn was imtroduced by the Eyelorussian Soviot
| Sociallst Republic 18/0.3/L.25) ;
(;Li) 4 dreft repolution was cubmitied by Fraunce (8/C.3/L.27)5
(131} The original Fremch draft rosolublon (2/€.3/529), as well as & draft
resolution sutmitted by the Unlted Stotes of Americe (4/C.3/L.28)
were wi’chd.fa':m in favour of & jolint dreft rosolution submisted by
Frence end the United States of Americe (A/(.. 3/L“—_'9)
(1v) Amendmente to the joint drafi resolution wers submitted by Lebenon
C (4/0.3/1.30), Mustrelis (8/C.3/L.31), the United Kingdox of Groet
‘ Briteln and Northern Irelend (A/C.3/L.32) and Isracl (4/C. j/'L.33)
L, At 1ta 26hth weeting held on 15 November 1gh5, the Third Comnittee
TS 'iectecl the draft reeolution gubmitted by the Byelomas.;a.n SER (A/C.3/L.25)
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by a series of votce on the individuel reragrephs, a8 followa:

Preanble: 21 sgainst, § in favour, 15 abstentions
lgt_paragraph: 20 " 9 " 16 "
2nd peragreph: 16 " T " 23 "
last peregreph: 15 " T " e 7

5. At the same meebing, the Commlttee proceeded to vote on the various
erendionts proposed to the Joint draft resolntion (4/C.3/L.29) as follovs:

(1)
(i)
(111)
(iv)
{v)

(vi)

(vi1)

(vi11)

(1x)

()

The Tebanese emendmsat to the proswble (4/C.3/L.30) was adopted
by 18 voses to 8, with 16 abstentions. )
The Australian emsndment to the flrst paragraph of the operative part

(&/C.3/L.31) vas adopted by 18 votes to 9, vith 19 abstenticns.

The Israeli smendment to parsgreph 3 (a) of the dperative part
(A/G.,3/L.33) was edopbed by L7 votes to 1, with 26 abstentions. @
The alternative propoaa.j. by France for puragraph 3 (p) of the

operative pert was adopted by 19 votes to 10, with 5 abatentions.
The United Kingdom emerndment to peregreph 1 of the Aumex (a/¢.3/L.3
was adopted by 22 votes to 6, with 18 abetentions.

The alternative proposal by France for paragraph 3 of the Annex

_wap adopted by 18 votes to ik, with 11 sbstentions.

The French proposal for & gub-peragraph 4 {e) 1n the Ammex, which it

was agresed o re-dxaft as a peregreph 5, was adopted by 1T votes to
14, with 16 abstentions (roll-call vote) .
The Australian amendmsnt for & sub-paragraph 4 { £) in the Annsx

(A/C.3/L.31), vhich 1t wes agreed to re-dreft 68 & paragzaph 6, mae
adopted by 1k votes to &, with 26 abstentlons.

The United Kingdom amesndment to former E’gracg-ragh 5, ROV paragraph T,
of the Ammex (4/C.3/T..32) was adopted by 18 votes to 5, with 22 @
sbstentlions. '
The Franco-Lebanese proposal that the High Commlssloner ghould be
elected by the General Assembly on the nomination of the Secretary-
General (peragravh 9 of the Anmex) was adopted by 19 votes to 10,
W"lth 15 abstentions.

6. Tho Third Committes then adopted, by & roll-call vote of 24 to 12, with
10 sbetentions, the amended text of the Joint draft resolutlion (A/C.3/L.29}.
The result of the voting was as follows:

In favour: Australia, Belgium, Canade, Chile, China, Golowbie, Guba,

Demmark, Dominicen Republic, Ecuador, France, Greece,
Guatemals, Isreel, Lebenon, Liberie, Mexzico, Netherlends,
New Zemland, Norwey, Sweden, United Kingdom, Uruguay snd
Venezuela. "

/_.C_sgains,
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Agminst: Argentina, Bra:zil, Byelormscien Soviast Seclalist Republic,
| Czechoslovakia, Indin, Trag, Pakisten, Poland, Ukrainien
Soviet Soclalist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialiet
Republics, United States of America snd Yugeslavia.
Abstentiong: Afghenigten, Burma, Egypt, Ethlopia, Iran, Philippines,
Saudi Arabie, Syria, Thelland and Yemen.
[t the came meeting, the Commlttes adcpted by 18 votes to 8, with 18

abestentions, a draft resolution submittod by France (A/C.3/L.27).

The Third Commlttes conseguently recormends the adoption by the General

Agsembly of the following two. resolutione:

REFUGFES AVD STATEIESS PERSOKS
A

The General Aspembly,

Congidering thet the problem of refugees is Intermationel in BCcope
end neture and thet its firel solution can only be pfovided by the
voluntary repatristion of the rafugees or their aseimilation within new
netional commnities, ,

Recopnizing the responsibility of. the Unitod Nations for the
internationel protection of refugses, . -

Having Examined resolution 24B(IX)A of the Ecomomlc and Social
Council of & August 1949; ths report of the decretary-General of
26 October 1949 (A/C.3/527); end the commnications frow the General

- Council of the International Refuges Organization of 11 July 1949 (E/1392)
and of 20 October 1949 (4/C.3/588), _

Consldering that in its aforementioned resolution the Economic and
Soclal Councll requested the Governments of .States Members of the United

- Netions, and of other States, to provide the necessary legal protection
for refugees vho kave been the concern of International Refugee
Ofganization and recomended that Gemeral Assembly at its fourth session
should declds the functlons and organizatlonal arrangements within the.
framevwork of the United Nations necoesary for the Internationsl protection
of refugees after the IRQ terminates 1ts actlvities,

1. Decldsg to establish, as of 1 Jenuary 1951, e High Commissioner's

0ffice for Refugees in accordance with the provisions of the Annex to
the present resoluticn to discharge the functions contained therein and

such other functions es the General- Asaembly uey from time to time confer

2. Roquests the Secretary-General:
(a) To prepare detailed draft provislons for the implementation
of the present resolution and the Amnex attached théreto, to clrculat

/these draft
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these draft provialons o Governments for comments, and to submlt
. them to the Econcmlc and focleld Covnell at its eleventh sesslon,
... together with such commente thereon as mey heve heen recaived frou
Governmenis;
~ {b) To prepare, in consulbation with the Advigory Committes on
Admlniat,ra.t‘iva and Budgetary Questions, a draft tudges for the
: opera.tion. in 1951 of the High Coumismsioner's. Offlce. Tor Refugees;
3. Begquestis “bhe Ecoromic end Social Councll: .
(&) To brepare, at lte -eleventh session & dreft resolutlon
embcdying provislons for the functioning o:E' the High Cormisaioner's
Office fer Refugees end Lo gubmiy the draft resolution to the
General Agseubly for consideratiqn at its fifth regular sesslon;
(b) To tranewit to the General Assembly &t 1ts fifth regular _om
sepaign such recomtendations as the Councll may deem appropriate c
regarding the d.efini-&ions of the term "refugee” to be epplisd by
. the High Commissioner;
L, Decldes to review, ncit later ‘than at 1te eighth regular seeaslon,
the ayrangements for the Hizh Cormlssiomer'e Office for Refugeen with a
view to deoteruining whe‘chur the 0ffices should be continued beyond
. 31 Docember 1053. '
- ATNRX
1. The High Coumissioner's 0ffice for Refugses ghould
{a) Be so¢ orgenized within the framework of ‘the’ United Nations
a8 to possess the degree ol independence. am% the prestige required for C
. the effective performance of the Eigh Commiseioner's dutles;
(b) Be finenced under the budget of the United Netions; end
(¢) Recelve policy directions from the United. Netions according G
to methods to be determined by the General -Agsembly s
2. Meang should be provided whereby interested Governments, . non-Members
of the United Nations, may be agsoclated with the work of the Bigh
,Commisaioner 8 Office. S
3. Pending the adoption by the Genersl Asseubly of new c‘i@finiticns for the
. term "refugee," the definitlon econtained In Annex T of the Cenetituiion of the
International Refugée Organizetlon ghould provislonally be applied by the
High Commisslioner. , o ;
h The High Comnilsicner, in order to promote gtimlate end facilitate
the execution of the most suitable solution to the problem with which he is
entrusted, should provide for the protection of refugees and tispleced persons
falling under the competence of the Office by
(=) Promoting the conclusion erd Tatification of ldternatlonal

/conventions ‘
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conventions providing for ths protsatidh of rafugees, gupervieing the
application of the provisions of such donventd ions, end proposing any
neceasery amendmsnte thereto;

(b) Promoting through special agrecuents with Goverumments, the
execution of any measures caleulated to improve the situation of refugoes
and to reduce the mmber of refugees requiring protection;

| (c) Assisting Govermments and private organizetlons in their efforts
to promote voluntary repetriation of refugees or their assimilation
wlthin rew nationel commmnlties;

(d) Facilitating the co-ordination of the efforivs of voluntery
agencies concerned with the welfere of refugees.

5. Tho High Commissioner should distribute among privete and, as appropriats,
officiai agencies which he deems best qualified to administer euch aasisiance
any funde, public or private, which he may recelve for this purpose. The
accounta relating to these funds should be perigdicelly verifiled by the
auditors of the United Nations. For the informatlon of the General Aésembly,
the High Commissiloner should include in his annual feport a stabement of his
ectlivities In this fleld.

6. The High Commissioner should engage in such additionsl activities,
including repatriation and resettlemsnt activities, ae the General ssembiy
mey deterﬁine. . ]

T. The High Commlssioner should report to the Unlted Naetions periodipally
ae determined by the General Assembly.

8. The High Comiseioner's work should be of an entirely non-political
icharacter and relete as a ruls to groups and éategories of refugees. In

the performance of his duties he should:

' (a) Keep in close touch with the Governments end inter-governmsntal
orgenizations concerned end invite the assistance of the various
specialized egencles;

(b) Establish contact in such menner es he may think best with
private organizetions dealing with fefugee questiong.

Q. Thé High Commissioner should be elected by the Generel Assembly, on the
nomination of the Secretery-General, for a term of thfee years from 1 Januery
1951,

10, The High Comissiconer should appoint for a psriod of three yeare &

deputy High Commissioner, who should not have thé saume natlonelity as the
High Commissioner. He should also eppoint under the regulations of the United
Natione & small staff of perscns devoied to the purvoses of the 0ffice to
apsist him.

' /11. The HEigh
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11. The Bigh Comissioner should cansulﬁjthe &avernments‘of'the‘countriea of

residence of refugees s to the nsed for appointing representatives thersin,

In any'countfy recognizing such need, he ey appoint & representatlve approved

by the Government of that country. Subject to the foregoing, the same

reprosentative may sorve in more than ons country.

12. The High Commissioner's Office for Refugees ghould be locasted in Gensva.
.. o ' B

The General Assembly,

Beving Taken Cognizense of the memorandum addressed to it by the
Genersl Council of the Internatiomal Refugee Orgenization on 20 October
1549, . g
) Beiﬁg Anxions to give the Internaticnal Refugee Crganizetion the
support without which that organizetion does not feel able to complete .
lte tesk rapidly end fully, :

1. Dscides to eddress an urgent apperl to pll Btates, whother or
not Memwbers of the United Netions , calling upon them to fugnish to the
International Refugee Organization the widest possihle mssistencé,
particulﬁrly in respect of the admiseion and care of refugeces in the
wost destitute categories; and

,?; Depides, in the absence of definits date, to postpone, until
its £ifth reguler session, the examination of the problem of easistansce
ralsed by the above mentioned memorandum, should these probléms still
be in‘existénpe a} thet date.
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