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NOTE 
 

 The resolutions and decisions of the Economic and Social Council are identified as follows: 
 

Resolutions 

 Until 1977 (up to and including the resumed sixty-third session), the resolutions of the Economic and Social 
Council were numbered consecutively and were identified by an arabic numeral followed by an indication of the 
session in parentheses (for example: resolution 1733 (LIV), resolution 1915 (ORG-75), resolution 2046 (S-III), 
adopted at the fifty-fourth session, the organizational session for 1975 and the third special session, respectively). 
When several resolutions were adopted under the same number, each of them was identified by a capital letter (for 
example: resolution 1926 B (LVIII), resolutions 1954 A to D (LIX)). The last resolution so numbered is resolution 
2130 (LXIII), of 14 December 1977. 

 Since 1978, as part of the new system adopted for symbols of Council documents, the resolutions have been 
numbered on a yearly basis and identified by two arabic numerals separated by an oblique stroke, the first numeral 
indicating the year, the second the number of the resolution in the annual series (for example: resolution 1990/47). 
 

Decisions 

 Until 1973 (up to and including the resumed fifty-fifth session), the decisions of the Council were not 
numbered. From 1974 to 1977 (up to and including the resumed sixty-third session), the decisions were numbered 
consecutively and were identified by an arabic numeral followed by an indication of the session in parentheses (for 
example: decision 64 (ORG-75), decision 78 (LVIII), adopted at the organizational session for 1975 and the 
fifty-eighth session, respectively). The last decision so numbered is decision 293 (LXIII), of 2 December 1977. 

 Since 1978, as part of the new system adopted for symbols of Council documents, the decisions have been 
numbered on a yearly basis and identified by two arabic numerals separated by an oblique stroke, the first numeral 
indicating the year, the second the number of the decision in the annual series (for example: decision 1990/224). 
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 The organizational session for 2012 was held in New York on 10 January and 7 to 10 February 2012. 
The resumed organizational session was held in New York on 26 and 27 April and 7 June 2012. 

 At its 1st plenary meeting, on 10 January 2012, the Economic and Social Council adopted the following 
agenda: 
 

1. Election of the Bureau. 

2. Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters. 

3. Basic programme of work of the Council. 

4. Elections, nominations, confirmations and appointments. 
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 The substantive session of 2012 was held in New York on 2 to 27 July 2012. The resumed substantive session 
of 2012 was held in New York on 24 September, 22 October, 26 November and 20 December 2012 and  
28 January 2013. 

 At its 13th plenary meeting, on 2 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council adopted the following agenda: 

 

1. Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters. 

 

High-level segment 

2. High-level segment: 

(a) High-level policy dialogue with international financial and trade institutions; 

(b) Development Cooperation Forum; 

(c) Annual ministerial review: 

 Theme: “Promoting productive capacity, employment and decent work to eradicate poverty in the 
context of inclusive, sustainable and equitable economic growth at all levels for achieving the 
Millennium Development Goals”; 

(d) Thematic discussion: 

 Theme: “Macroeconomic policies for productive capacity, employment creation, sustainable 
development and the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals, in the context of 
sustained, inclusive and equitable economic growth in pursuit of poverty eradication”. 

 

Operational activities segment 

3. Operational activities of the United Nations for international development cooperation: 

(a) Follow-up to policy recommendations of the General Assembly and the Council; 

(b) Reports of the Executive Boards of the United Nations Development Programme/United Nations 
Population Fund, the United Nations Office for Project Services, the United Nations Children’s 
Fund, the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women and the 
World Food Programme. 

 

Coordination segment 

4. The role of the United Nations system in implementing the ministerial declaration of the high-level 
segment of the substantive session of 2011 of the Council. 

6. Implementation of and follow-up to major United Nations conferences and summits: 

(a) Follow-up to the International Conference on Financing for Development. 

 

Humanitarian affairs segment 

5. Special economic, humanitarian and disaster relief assistance. 
 

General segment 

6. Implementation of and follow-up to major United Nations conferences and summits: 

(b) Review and coordination of the implementation of the Istanbul Programme of Action for the Least 
Developed Countries for the Decade 2011–2020. 
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7. Coordination, programme and other questions: 

(a) Reports of coordination bodies; 

(b) Proposed strategic framework for the period 2014–2015; 

(c) International cooperation in the field of informatics; 

(d) Mainstreaming a gender perspective into all policies and programmes in the United Nations system; 

(e) Long-term programme of support for Haiti; 

(f) African countries emerging from conflict; 

(g) Tobacco or health. 

8. Implementation of General Assembly resolutions 50/227, 52/12 B, 57/270 B and 60/265. 

9. Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 
by the specialized agencies and the international institutions associated with the United Nations. 

10. Regional cooperation: 

Theme: “Regional perspectives on youth and development”. 

11. Economic and social repercussions of the Israeli occupation on the living conditions of the Palestinian 
people in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and the Arab population in the 
occupied Syrian Golan. 

12. Non-governmental organizations. 

13. Economic and environmental questions: 

(a) Sustainable development; 

(b) Science and technology for development; 

(c) Statistics; 

(d) Human settlements; 

(e) Environment; 

(f) Population and development; 

(g) Public administration and development; 

(h) International cooperation in tax matters; 

(i) Assistance to third States affected by the application of sanctions; 

(j) Cartography; 

(k) Women and development. 

14. Social and human rights questions: 

(a) Advancement of women; 

(b) Social development; 

(c) Crime prevention and criminal justice; 

(d) Narcotic drugs; 

(e) United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees; 

(f) Comprehensive implementation of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action; 

(g) Human rights; 

(h) Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues; 

(i) Genetic privacy and non-discrimination. 
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Resolution 
number Title Agenda item Date of adoption Page 

2012/1 Admission of Libya, Morocco and Tunisia to membership in 
the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia 
(E/2012/15/Add.2) 

10 10 July 2012 13 

2012/2 The role of the United Nations system in implementing the 
internationally agreed goals and commitments in regard to 
education (E/2012/L.9) 

4 12 July 2012 13 

2012/3 Strengthening of the coordination of emergency humanitarian 
assistance of the United Nations (E/2012/L.11) 

5 20 July 2012 15 

2012/4 United Nations system-wide coherence on tobacco control 
(E/2012/L.18) 

7 (g) 24 July 2012 20 

2012/5 Assessment of the progress made in the implementation of 
and follow-up to the outcomes of the World Summit on the 
Information Society (E/2012/31 and Corr.1) 

13 (b) 24 July 2012 21 

2012/6 Science and technology for development (E/2012/31 and 
Corr.1) 

13 (b) 24 July 2012 26 

2012/7 Future organization and methods of work of the Commission 
for Social Development (E/2012/26 and Corr.1) 

14 (b) 26 July 2012 29 

2012/8 Social dimensions of the New Partnership for Africa’s 
Development (E/2012/26 and Corr.1) 

14 (b) 26 July 2012 29 

2012/9 Poverty eradication (E/2012/26 and Corr.1) 14 (b) 26 July 2012 35 

2012/10 Preparations for and observance of the twentieth anniversary 
of the International Year of the Family (E/2012/26 and 
Corr.1) 

14 (b) 26 July 2012 38 

2012/11 Mainstreaming disability in the development agenda 
(E/2012/26 and Corr.1) 

14 (b) 26 July 2012 40 

2012/12 Strategy for the period 2012–2015 for the United Nations 
Office on Drugs and Crime (E/2011/28/Add.1 and 
E/2011/30/Add.1) 

14 (c) 26 July 2012 42 

2012/13 Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners 
(E/2012/30 and Corr.1 and 2) 

14 (c) 26 July 2012 43 

2012/14 Strengthening the rule of law and the reform of criminal 
justice institutions, particularly in the areas related to the 
United Nations system-wide approach to fighting 
transnational organized crime and drug trafficking (E/2012/30 
and Corr.1 and 2) 

14 (c) 26 July 2012 46 

2012/15 United Nations Principles and Guidelines on Access to 
Legal Aid in Criminal Justice Systems (E/2012/30 and 
Corr.1 and 2) 

14 (c) 26 July 2012 48 

2012/16 Promoting efforts to eliminate violence against migrants, 
migrant workers and their families (E/2012/30 and  
Corr.1 and 2) 

14 (c) 26 July 2012 50 
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Resolution 
number Title Agenda item Date of adoption Page 

2012/17 Follow-up to the Twelfth United Nations Congress on Crime 
Prevention and Criminal Justice and preparations for the 
Thirteenth United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and 
Criminal Justice (E/2012/30 and Corr.1 and 2) 

14 (c) 26 July 2012 53 

2012/18 Improving the quality and availability of statistics on crime 
and criminal justice for policy development (E/2012/30 and 
Corr.1 and 2) 

14 (c) 26 July 2012 57 

2012/19 Strengthening international cooperation in combating 
transnational organized crime in all its forms and 
manifestations (E/2012/30 and Corr.1 and 2) 

14 (c) 26 July 2012 59 

2012/20 Genetic privacy and non-discrimination (E/2012/L.17) 14 (i) 26 July 2012 62 

2012/21 Ad Hoc Advisory Group on Haiti (E/2012/L.16) 7 (e) 26 July 2012 63 

2012/22 Support to Non-Self-Governing Territories by the specialized 
agencies and international institutions associated with the 
United Nations (E/2012/L.22) 

9 26 July 2012 64 

2012/23 Economic and social repercussions of the Israeli occupation 
on the living conditions of the Palestinian people in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and 
the Arab population in the occupied Syrian Golan 
(E/2012/L.21) 

11 26 July 2012 67 

2012/24 Mainstreaming a gender perspective into all policies and 
programmes in the United Nations system (E/2012/L.8) 

7 (d) 27 July 2012 71 

2012/25 Situation of and assistance to Palestinian women (E/2012/27 
and Corr.1) 

14 (a) 27 July 2012 73 

2012/26 Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries for 
the Decade 2011–2020 (E/2012/L.29) 

6 (b) 27 July 2012 75 

2012/27 Human settlements (E/2012/L.33) 13 (d) 27 July 2012 79 

2012/28 Report of the Committee of Experts on Public Administration 
on its eleventh session (E/2012/L.23) 

13 (g) 27 July 2012 80 

2012/29 Report of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights on its forty-sixth and forty-seventh sessions 
(E/2012/L.24 and E/2012/SR.48) 

14 (g) 27 July 2012 82 

2012/30 Role of the Economic and Social Council in the integrated 
and coordinated implementation of and follow-up to the 
outcomes of the major United Nations conferences and 
summits, in the light of relevant General Assembly 
resolutions, including resolution 61/16 (E/2012/L.32) 

6 and 8 27 July 2012 82 

2012/31 Follow-up to the International Conference on Financing for 
Development (E/2012/L.26 and E/2012/SR.49) 

6 (a) 27 July 2012 83 

2012/32 Report of the Committee for Development Policy on its 
fourteenth session (E/2012/L.25) 

13 (a) 27 July 2012 86 

2012/33 Committee of Experts on International Cooperation in Tax 
Matters (E/2012/L.30) 

13 (h) 27 July 2012 88 
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Resolution 
number Title Agenda item Date of adoption Page 

2012/34 Venue of the thirty-fifth session of the Economic Commission 
for Latin America and the Caribbean (E/2012/L.34) 

10 26 November 2012 89 

2012/35 Establishment of the Conference on Science, Innovation and 
Information and Communications Technologies of the 
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean 
(E/2012/L.35) 

10 26 November 2012 89 

2012/36 Regional dimension of development in the Latin American 
and Caribbean region (E/2012/L.36) 

10 26 November 2012 90 

2012/37 Membership of the Economic and Social Council in the 
Organizational Committee of the Peacebuilding Commission 
(E/2012/L.39) 

1 20 December 2012 90 

 
 
 

Decisions 

Decision 
number Title Agenda item Date of adoption Page 

2012/201 Elections, nominations, confirmations and appointments to 
subsidiary and related bodies of the Economic and Social 
Council  

   

 Decision A (E/2012/SR.10 and 11) 4 26 and 27 April 2012 93 

 Decision B (E/2012/SR.49) 1 27 July 2012 97 

 Decision C (E/2012/SR.52) 1 26 November 2012 98 

 Decision D (E/2012/SR.53) 1 20 December 2012 99 

2012/202 Proposed date of the special high-level meeting of the 
Economic and Social Council with the Bretton Woods 
institutions, the World Trade Organization and the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
(E/2012/L.1) 

2 and 3 7 February 2012 100 

2012/203 Proposed date of the meeting of the Economic and Social 
Council on international cooperation in tax matters 
(E/2012/L.1) 

2 and 3 7 February 2012 100 

2012/204 Provisional agenda for the substantive session of 2012 of 
the Economic and Social Council (E/2012/L.1) 

2 and 3 7 February 2012 100 

2012/205 Basic programme of work of the Economic and Social 
Council for 2013 (E/2012/L.1) 

2 and 3 7 February 2012 101 

2012/206 Working arrangements for the substantive session of 2012 
of the Economic and Social Council (E/2012/L.1) 

2 and 3 7 February 2012 101 

2012/207 Theme for the thematic discussion of the substantive 
session of 2012 of the Economic and Social Council 
(E/2012/L.1) 

2 and 3 7 February 2012 101 

2012/208 Operational activities segment of the substantive session of 
2012 of the Economic and Social Council (E/2012/L.1) 

2 and 3 7 February 2012 101 
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Decision 
number Title Agenda item Date of adoption Page 

2012/209 Venue and dates of the twenty-seventh session of the 
United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names 
and the Tenth United Nations Conference on the 
Standardization of Geographical Names (E/2012/L.1) 

2 and 3 7 February 2012 101 

2012/210 Theme for the item on regional cooperation of the 
substantive session of 2012 of the Economic and Social 
Council (E/2012/L.2) 

2 and 3 26 April 2012 102 

2012/211 Theme for the humanitarian affairs segment of the 
substantive session of 2012 of the Economic and Social 
Council (E/2012/L.3) 

2 and 3 26 April 2012 102 

2012/212 Economic and Social Council event to discuss the 
transition from relief to development (E/2012/L.4) 

2 and 3 26 April 2012 102 

2012/213 Agenda and organization of work for the substantive 
session of 2012 of the Economic and Social Council 
(E/2012/SR.13) 

1 2 July 2012 102 

2012/214 Documentation considered by the Economic and Social 
Council in connection with the high-level segment of its 
substantive session of 2012 (E/2012/SR.22 and Add.1) 

2 10 July 2012 102 

2012/215 Documentation considered by the Economic and Social 
Council in connection with the reports of the Executive 
Boards of the United Nations Development 
Programme/United Nations Population Fund/United 
Nations Office for Project Services, the United Nations 
Children’s Fund, the United Nations Entity for Gender 
Equality and the Empowerment of Women and the World 
Food Programme (E/2012/SR.34) 

3 (b) 17 July 2012 103 

2012/216 Quadrennial report of the non-governmental organization 
Suzanne Mubarak Women’s International Peace 
Movement (E/2012/L.14) 

12 23 July 2012 103 

2012/217 Application of the non-governmental organization Khmers 
Kampuchea-Krom Federation for consultative status with 
the Economic and Social Council (E/2012/L.15) 

12 23 July 2012 104 

2012/218 Applications for consultative status and requests for 
reclassification received from non-governmental 
organizations (E/2012/32 (Part I) and E/2012/SR.41) 

12 23 July 2012 104 

2012/219 Report of the Committee on Non-Governmental 
Organizations on its regular session of 2012  
(E/2012/32 (Part I)) 

12 23 July 2012 115 

2012/220 Applications for consultative status and requests for 
reclassification received from non-governmental 
organizations (E/2012/32 (Part II) and E/2012/SR.41) 

12 23 July 2012 115 

2012/221 Withdrawal of consultative status of the non-governmental 
organization Interfaith International (E/2012/32 (Part II)) 

12 23 July 2012 121 
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Decision 
number Title Agenda item Date of adoption Page 

2012/222 Suspension of consultative status of non-governmental 
organizations with outstanding quadrennial reports, 
pursuant to Economic and Social Council resolution 
2008/4 (E/2012/32 (Part II)) 

12 23 July 2012 121 

2012/223 Reinstatement of consultative status of non-governmental 
organizations that submitted outstanding quadrennial 
reports, pursuant to Economic and Social Council 
resolution 2008/4 (E/2012/32 (Part II)) 

12 23 July 2012 125 

2012/224 Withdrawal of consultative status of non-governmental 
organizations pursuant to Economic and Social Council 
resolution 2008/4 (E/2012/32 (Part II)) 

12 23 July 2012 126 

2012/225 Requests for withdrawal of consultative status  
(E/2012/32 (Part II)) 

12 23 July 2012 127 

2012/226 Dates of and provisional agenda for the 2013 session of the 
Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations 
(E/2012/32 (Part II)) 

12 23 July 2012 127 

2012/227 Report of the Committee on Non-Governmental 
Organizations on its resumed session of 2012  
(E/2012/32 (Part II)) 

12 23 July 2012 128 

2012/228 Report of the Commission on Science and Technology for 
Development on its fifteenth session and provisional 
agenda and documentation for its sixteenth session 
(E/2012/31 and Corr.1) 

13 (b) 24 July 2012 128 

2012/229 Documentation considered by the Economic and Social 
Council in connection with the item on regional 
cooperation (E/2012/SR.44) 

10 25 July 2012 129 

2012/230 Report of the Statistical Commission on its forty-third 
session and venue and dates of and provisional agenda and 
documentation for its forty-fourth session (E/2012/24) 

13 (c) 25 July 2012 130 

2012/231 Report of the Governing Council/Global Ministerial 
Environment Forum of the United Nations Environment 
Programme at its twelfth special session (E/2012/SR.45) 

13 (e) 25 July 2012 133 

2012/232 Special session of the General Assembly on follow-up to 
the International Conference on Population and 
Development beyond 2014 (E/2012/25) 

13 (f) 25 July 2012 133 

2012/233 Timing of the consideration of the report on world 
demographic trends (E/2012/25) 

13 (f) 25 July 2012 134 

2012/234 Report of the Commission on Population and Development 
on its forty-fifth session and provisional agenda and 
documentation for its forty-sixth session (E/2012/25) 

13 (f) 25 July 2012 134 

2012/235 Report of the Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial 
Information Management on its first session and venue and 
dates of and provisional agenda and documentation for its 
second session (E/2011/46) 

13 (j) 25 July 2012 135 
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Decision 
number Title Agenda item Date of adoption Page 

2012/236 Report of the Commission for Social Development on its 
fiftieth session and provisional agenda and documentation 
for its fifty-first session (E/2012/26 and Corr.1) 

14 (b) 26 July 2012 136 

2012/237 Report of the Commission on Crime Prevention and 
Criminal Justice on its reconvened twentieth session 
(E/2011/30/Add.1) 

14 (c) 26 July 2012 137 

2012/238 Report of the Commission on Crime Prevention and 
Criminal Justice on its twenty-first session and provisional 
agenda and documentation for its twenty-second session 
(E/2012/30 and Corr.1 and 2) 

14 (c) 26 July 2012 137 

2012/239 Appointment of members of the Board of Trustees of the 
United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research 
Institute (E/2012/30 and Corr.1 and 2) 

14 (c) 26 July 2012 139 

2012/240 Report of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs on its 
reconvened fifty-fourth session (E/2011/28/Add.1) 

14 (d) 26 July 2012 139 

2012/241 Report of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs on its fifty-
fifth session and provisional agenda for its fifty-sixth 
session (E/2012/28) 

14 (d) 26 July 2012 139 

2012/242 Report of the International Narcotics Control Board  
for 2011 (E/2012/28) 

14 (d) 26 July 2012 141 

2012/243 International expert group meeting on the theme 
“Indigenous youth: identity, challenges and hope: 
articles 14, 17, 21 and 25 of the United Nations Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples” (E/2012/43) 

14 (h) 26 July 2012 141 

2012/244 Venue and dates of the twelfth session of the Permanent 
Forum on Indigenous Issues (E/2012/43) 

14 (h) 26 July 2012 141 

2012/245 Report of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues on its 
eleventh session and provisional agenda for its twelfth 
session (E/2012/43) 

14 (h) 26 July 2012 141 

2012/246 Report of the Secretary-General on assistance to the 
Palestinian people (E/2012/SR.47) 

9 26 July 2012 142 

2012/247 Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report 
prepared by the Economic and Social Commission for 
Western Asia on economic and social repercussions of the 
Israeli occupation on the living conditions of the 
Palestinian people in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, 
including East Jerusalem, and of the Arab population in the 
occupied Syrian Golan (E/2012/SR.47) 

11 26 July 2012 142 

2012/248 Ending female genital mutilation (E/2012/27 and Corr.1) 14 (a) 27 July 2012 142 

2012/249 Report of the Commission on the Status of Women on its 
fifty-sixth session and provisional agenda and 
documentation for its fifty-seventh session (E/2012/27  
and Corr.1) 

14 (a) 27 July 2012 142 

2012/250 African countries emerging from conflict (E/2012/L.28) 7 (f) 27 July 2012 144 
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Decision 
number Title Agenda item Date of adoption Page 

2012/251 Documentation considered by the Economic and Social 
Council in connection with the reports of coordination 
bodies (E/2012/SR.48) 

7 (a) 27 July 2012 144 

2012/252 Venue and dates of and provisional agenda for the twelfth 
session of the Committee of Experts on Public 
Administration (E/2012/L.27) 

13 (g) 27 July 2012 144 

2012/253 Documentation considered by the Economic and Social 
Council in connection with the item on social and human 
rights questions (E/2012/SR.48) 

14 (a), (c)  
and (g) 

27 July 2012 144 

2012/254 Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report on 
the main decisions and policy recommendations of the 
Committee on World Food Security (E/2012/SR.49) 

6 27 July 2012 145 

2012/255 Venue and dates of and provisional agenda for the eighth 
session of the Committee of Experts on International 
Cooperation in Tax Matters (E/2012/L.19) 

13 (h) 27 July 2012 145 

2012/256 Documentation considered by the Economic and Social 
Council in connection with the operational activities 
segment of its substantive session of 2012 (E/2012/SR.52) 

3 and 3 (a) 26 November 2012 146 

2012/257 Additional documentation considered by the Economic and 
Social Council in connection with the item on regional 
cooperation (E/2012/SR.52) 

10 26 November 2012 146 

2012/258 Documentation considered by the Economic and Social 
Council in connection with the item on science and 
technology for development (E/2012/SR.52) 

13 (b) 26 November 2012 146 

2012/259 Report of the Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial 
Information Management on its second session and venue 
and dates of and provisional agenda and documentation for 
its third session (E/2012/46 and Corr.1) 

13 (j) 26 November 2012 146 

2012/260 Report of the United Nations Group of Experts on 
Geographical Names on its twenty-seventh session and 
provisional agenda for its twenty-eighth session 
(E/2012/90) 

13 (j) 26 November 2012 147 

2012/261 Venue for and dates of the Tenth United Nations Regional 
Cartographic Conference for the Americas (E/2012/L.37) 

13 (j) 26 November 2012 148 

2012/262 Report of the Tenth United Nations Conference on the 
Standardization of Geographical Names (E/2012/SR.53) 

13 (j) 20 December 2012 148 

2012/263 Theme for the thematic discussion of the substantive 
session of 2013 of the Economic and Social Council 
(E/2012/L.40) 

1 28 January 2013 149 
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2012/1. Admission of Libya, Morocco and Tunisia to membership in the Economic and Social 
Commission for Western Asia 

 The Economic and Social Council, 

 Taking note of Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia resolution 302 (XXVII) of 10 May 2012 
concerning the requests received from Libya, Morocco and Tunisia for admission to membership in the 
Commission, 

 Taking note also of the requests received from Libya, Morocco and Tunisia for admission to membership in 
the Commission, 

 1. Approves the admission of Libya, Morocco and Tunisia to membership in the Economic and Social 
Commission for Western Asia; 

 2. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Commission to take the measures necessary for the 
implementation of the present resolution. 

23rd plenary meeting 
10 July 2012 

 

2012/2. The role of the United Nations system in implementing the internationally agreed goals and 
commitments in regard to education 

 The Economic and Social Council, 

 Recalling the United Nations Millennium Declaration,1 the 2005 World Summit Outcome,2 the high-level 
plenary meeting of the sixty-fifth session of the General Assembly on the Millennium Development Goals and its 
outcome document,3 and the outcome document of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, 
held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, from 20 to 22 June 2012,4 

 Recalling also the ministerial declaration adopted at the high-level segment of its substantive session of 20115 
and its resolutions 2008/29 of 24 July 2008 and 2009/29 of 31 July 2009, 

 Reaffirming its commitment to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals and other 
internationally agreed development goals, particularly those related to education, including the Education for All 
goals, 

 Reaffirming the right to education and the need for its full realization, and that education is essential for human 
development, sustainable development, world peace, just and democratic societies and the promotion of all human 
rights, including the right to development, 

 Recognizing that the internationally agreed development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals, 
are interlinked, expressing its concern that progress on achieving some of the goals is lagging, and reiterating its 
commitment to continuing to reinvigorate and strengthen the global partnership for development as a vital element 
for achieving those goals, in particular the education-related goals, 

 Recognizing also the growing issue of youth unemployment and the importance of quality education, training 
and skills development to enhance employability and ease the transition to decent jobs, and to help to remove some 
of the major constraints for the employability of young people, and in this respect reiterating the importance of full 

_______________ 
1 General Assembly resolution 55/2. 
2 General Assembly resolution 60/1. 
3 General Assembly resolution 65/1. 
4 General Assembly resolution 66/288, annex.  
5 Official Records of the General Assembly, Sixty-sixth Session, Supplement No. 3 (A/66/3/Rev.1), chap. III, sect. E, para. 107. 
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and effective participation of young people and youth-led organizations in relevant decision-making processes 
through appropriate channels, 

 1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on the theme of the coordination segment of its 
substantive session of 2012;6 

 2. Recognizes efforts made by the United Nations system to accelerate progress towards the achievement 
of Millennium Development Goal 2 and Education for All and related goals, and encourages further efforts in that 
regard; 

 3. Reaffirms the need for Governments to take the lead in education, and underlines the importance of 
commitments by national Governments, official institutions and local authorities to education, recognizing that each 
country has primary responsibility for and ownership of its own economic and social development and that 
development strategies, national policies and domestic resources are critical to achieving the Millennium 
Development Goals and the Education for All goals, and calls upon the United Nations system to support those 
national efforts and commitments; 

 4. Encourages the United Nations system to increase its efforts and mobilize adequate resources to raise 
the profile of the international education agenda and maximize educational results; 

 5. Looks forward to the launch of the Secretary-General’s Global Initiative on Education; 

 6. Calls upon the funds, programmes and agencies of the United Nations system, as appropriate and within 
their mandates, to give attention to addressing factors of marginalization in education for all, particularly with regard 
to rural and indigenous women and girls; 

 7. Urges the United Nations system to support national efforts to improve the quality of education, so that 
recognized and measurable learning outcomes can be achieved by all, especially in literacy, numeracy and essential 
life skills; 

 8. Calls upon the United Nations system to support the efforts of Member States to improve the collection 
and analysis of education data disaggregated by sex, age, disability, location and other relevant factors for effective 
policy design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation; 

 9. Also calls upon the United Nations system to support the efforts of countries to counter the portrayal of 
stereotyped roles of women and men that can restrain educational choices at all levels of education; 

 10. Encourages efforts to provide education in humanitarian emergencies, including in order to contribute to 
a smooth transition from relief to development; 

 11. Stresses the importance of the contribution of voluntary partnerships on education to the achievement of 
the internationally agreed development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals, while reiterating that 
they are a complement to, but not intended to substitute for, the commitment made by Governments with a view to 
achieving those goals; 

 12. Encourages the United Nations system to continue to act as a framework provider and a facilitator for 
partnerships on education with a wide range of relevant stakeholders, with a view to building trust among all actors 
and sharing good practices and lessons learned for the final push to achieve the Millennium Development Goals and 
the Education for All goals; 

 13. Urges the relevant United Nations entities working in the education, health and food sectors, within their 
respective mandates, to seek synergies in order to enhance enrolment, retention, participation and achievement of 
girls and boys at school and maximize interventions to the benefit of children; 

 14. Encourages the relevant United Nations entities and the international financial institutions working in 
the economic and educational fields to strengthen their collaboration in order to advance, as appropriate, technical 
and vocational training, higher education, access to and participation in the workforce and the promotion of 
entrepreneurship among youth; 

_______________ 
6 E/2012/66. 
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 15. Encourages relevant United Nations entities, within their respective mandates, to assess emerging trends 
in education and training, particularly the increased focus on learning outcomes, teacher training and the use of 
information and communications technologies in education processes, and to analyse the implications for their 
programmes on education; 

 16. Stresses that, when assisting Member States, upon their request, in determining future policy options, the 
United Nations system should have a broad vision that encompasses early childhood care and education, youth and 
adult literacy and vocational skills development as well as concern for the improvement of the quality and relevance 
of basic learning; 

 17. Also stresses that achieving development goals on education requires a coordinated and integrated 
approach in support of national and local efforts, involving all relevant stakeholders, including, as appropriate, civil 
society and the private sector; 

 18. Encourages appropriate consideration of education in the processes devoted to the definition of the 
post-2015 United Nations development agenda; 

 19. Decides to continue monitoring progress in education-related development goals and commitments, 
including the role of partnerships in education. 

28th plenary meeting 
12 July 2012 

 

2012/3. Strengthening of the coordination of emergency humanitarian assistance of the United Nations 

 The Economic and Social Council, 

 Reaffirming General Assembly resolution 46/182 of 19 December 1991 and the guiding principles contained 
in the annex thereto, and recalling other relevant resolutions of the Assembly and relevant resolutions and agreed 
conclusions of the Economic and Social Council, 

 Reaffirming also the principles of neutrality, humanity, impartiality and independence for the provision of 
humanitarian assistance and the need for all actors engaged in the provision of humanitarian assistance in situations 
of complex emergencies and natural disasters to promote and fully respect those principles, 

 Recalling its decision 2012/211 of 26 April 2012, in which the Council decided to consider the theme 
“Working in partnership to strengthen coordination of humanitarian assistance in a changing world” at the 
humanitarian affairs segment of its substantive session of 2012, 

 Recalling also that, in its decision 2012/211, the Council decided to convene two panels, on the themes 
“Improving capacities for evidence-based humanitarian decision-making” and “Partnerships for effective 
humanitarian assistance in support of national, regional and international efforts”; and that, in its decision 2012/212 
of 26 April 2012, it decided to hold an informal event on the theme “Humanitarian needs in the Sahel and the 
importance of building resilience”, 

 Expressing grave concern at the increase in the number of people affected by humanitarian emergencies, 
including those associated with natural hazards and complex emergencies, at the increased impact of natural 
disasters and at the displacement resulting from humanitarian emergencies, 

 Reiterating the need to mainstream a gender perspective into humanitarian assistance in a comprehensive and 
consistent manner, 

 Expressing deep concern at the increasing challenges to Member States and to the United Nations 
humanitarian response capacity posed by the consequences of natural disasters, including those related to the 
continuing impact of climate change, by the ongoing impact of the financial and economic crisis and by the global 
food crisis and continuing food insecurity, and the potential of those challenges to increase the need for resources for 
disaster risk reduction, preparedness and humanitarian assistance, including in developing countries, 

 Condemning the increasing number of attacks and other acts of violence against humanitarian personnel, 
facilities, assets and supplies, and expressing deep concern about the negative implications of such attacks for the 
provision of humanitarian assistance to affected populations, 
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 Noting with grave concern that violence, including sexual and gender-based violence and violence against 
children, continues to be deliberately directed against civilian populations in many emergency situations, 

 Emphasizing that building and strengthening resilience at the local, national and regional levels is critical to 
reducing the impact of disasters, including by saving lives, reducing suffering, mitigating damage to property and 
providing a more predictable and effective delivery of assistance and relief, and in this regard, while recognizing 
that building resilience is a long-term development process, stressing the need for continued investment in 
preparedness, prevention, mitigation and response capacity, 

 Recognizing the clear relationship between emergency response, rehabilitation, reconstruction and development, 
and reaffirming that, in order to ensure a smooth transition from relief to rehabilitation, reconstruction and 
development, emergency assistance must be provided in ways that will be supportive of recovery and long-term 
development and that emergency measures should be seen as a step towards sustainable development, 

 Noting the contribution, as appropriate, of relevant regional and subregional organizations in the provision of 
humanitarian assistance within their region, upon the request of the affected State, 

 Recognizing that volunteerism can make an important contribution to community and nationally led efforts in 
all stages of humanitarian action, and the important role of women, young people, persons with disabilities and 
indigenous peoples in this regard, 

 Recognizing also the need for the United Nations system and its partners to improve and strengthen 
coordination and accountability of humanitarian assistance and leadership within the United Nations humanitarian 
response system in support of national efforts, and taking note of the efforts made by the United Nations and its 
partners, including through the Inter-Agency Standing Committee, 

 1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General;7 

 2. Stresses that the United Nations system should continue to enhance existing humanitarian capacities, 
knowledge and institutions, including, as appropriate, through the transfer of technology and expertise to developing 
countries, and encourages the international community to support efforts of Member States aimed at strengthening 
their capacity to build resilience, mitigate disaster risks and prepare for and respond to disasters; 

 3. Urges Member States to assess their progress in strengthening preparedness levels for humanitarian 
response, with a view to increasing efforts to develop, update and strengthen disaster preparedness and risk reduction 
measures at all levels, in accordance with the Hyogo Framework for Action 2005–2015: Building the Resilience of 
Nations and Communities to Disasters,8 in particular priority 5 thereof, taking into account their own circumstances 
and capacities and in coordination with relevant actors, as appropriate, and encourages the international community 
and relevant United Nations entities, including the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction, the United Nations 
funds and programmes, as well as the specialized agencies, to give increased priority to preparedness and disaster 
risk reduction activities, in particular by supporting national and local efforts in that regard; 

 4. Encourages Member States, as well as relevant regional and international organizations, in accordance 
with their specific mandates, to continue to support adaptation to the effects of climate change and to strengthen 
disaster risk reduction and early warning systems in order to minimize the humanitarian consequences of natural 
disasters, including those related to the continuing impact of climate change, especially for those countries that are 
particularly vulnerable; 

 5. Encourages Member States to create and strengthen an enabling environment for the capacity-building 
of their national and local authorities, national societies of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement 
and national and local non-governmental and community-based organizations in providing timely humanitarian 
assistance, and encourages the international community, the relevant entities of the United Nations system and other 
relevant institutions and organizations to support national authorities in their capacity-building programmes, 
including through technical cooperation and long-term partnerships, based on recognition of their important role in 
providing humanitarian assistance; 

_______________ 
7 A/67/89-E/2012/77.  
8 A/CONF.206/6 and Corr.1, chap. I, resolution 2. 
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 6. Welcomes the initiatives undertaken at the regional and national levels in relation to the implementation 
of the Guidelines for the Domestic Facilitation and Regulation of International Disaster Relief and Initial Recovery 
Assistance adopted at the thirtieth International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent, held in Geneva 
from 26 to 30 November 2007, and encourages Member States and, where applicable, regional organizations to take 
further steps to review and strengthen operational and legal frameworks for international disaster relief, taking into 
account, as appropriate, the Guidelines, and notes the efforts of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies, the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs of the Secretariat and the Inter-
Parliamentary Union to develop a model act on the subject, which were welcomed at the thirty-first International 
Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent, held in Geneva from 28 November to 1 December 2011; 

 7. Encourages efforts to enhance cooperation and coordination of United Nations humanitarian entities, 
other relevant humanitarian organizations and donor countries with the affected State, with a view to planning and 
delivering emergency humanitarian assistance in ways that are supportive of early recovery as well as sustainable 
rehabilitation, reconstruction and development efforts; 

 8. Also encourages efforts to provide education in humanitarian emergencies, including in order to 
contribute to a smooth transition from relief to development; 

 9. Requests the Emergency Relief Coordinator to continue to lead the efforts to strengthen the coordination 
of humanitarian assistance, and urges relevant United Nations organizations and other relevant intergovernmental 
organizations, as well as other humanitarian and relevant development actors, including civil society, to continue to 
work with the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs to enhance the coordination, effectiveness and 
efficiency of humanitarian assistance; 

 10. Also requests the Emergency Relief Coordinator to continue to improve the dialogue with Member 
States on the relevant processes, activities and deliberations of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee; 

 11. Encourages Member States to improve cooperation with the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs to enhance the coordination, effectiveness and efficiency of humanitarian assistance; 

 12. Encourages United Nations humanitarian organizations and other relevant organizations, while 
strengthening the coordination of humanitarian assistance in the field, to continue to work in close coordination with 
national Governments, taking into account the primary role of the affected State in the initiation, organization, 
coordination and implementation of such assistance within its territory; 

 13. Welcomes the continued efforts to strengthen the humanitarian response capacity in order to provide a 
timely, predictable, coordinated and accountable response to humanitarian needs, and requests the Secretary-
General to continue efforts in that regard, in consultation with Member States, including by strengthening support to 
and improving the identification, selection and training of United Nations resident/humanitarian coordinators; 

 14. Requests the United Nations system and other relevant actors to continue to improve and strengthen 
humanitarian coordination mechanisms, notably at the field level, including the existing cluster coordination 
mechanism, and by improving partnership and coordination with national and local authorities, including the use of 
national/local coordination mechanisms, where possible; 

 15. Welcomes the recent efforts by the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs to build 
partnerships with regional organizations and the private sector, and encourages Member States and the United 
Nations system to continue to strengthen partnerships at the global, regional, national and local levels in support of 
national efforts, in order to effectively cooperate to provide humanitarian assistance to those in need and ensure that 
their collaborative efforts adhere to the principles of neutrality, humanity, impartiality and independence; 

 16. Recognizes the benefits for the effectiveness of the humanitarian response of the engagement of and 
coordination with relevant humanitarian actors, and encourages the United Nations to continue to pursue efforts to 
strengthen partnerships at the global level with the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, relevant 
humanitarian non-governmental organizations and other participants in the Inter-Agency Standing Committee; 

 17. Expresses concern at the challenges related to, inter alia, safe access to and use of fuel, firewood, 
alternative energy, water and sanitation, shelter, food and health-care services in humanitarian emergencies, and 
notes with appreciation initiatives at the national and international levels that promote effective cooperation in that 
regard; 



Resolutions 

18 
 

 18. Requests United Nations humanitarian organizations, in consultation with Member States, as appropriate, 
to strengthen the evidence base for humanitarian assistance by further developing common mechanisms to improve 
the quality, transparency and reliability of, and make further progress towards, common humanitarian needs 
assessments, to assess their performance in assistance and to ensure the most effective use of humanitarian resources 
by those organizations; 

 19. Encourages Member States to improve data collection and analysis and to facilitate the exchange of 
information with humanitarian organizations of the United Nations, in order to support preparedness efforts and to 
improve the effectiveness of needs-based humanitarian response, and encourages the United Nations system, as 
appropriate, and other relevant actors to continue to assist developing countries in their efforts to build local and 
national capacities for data collection and analysis; 

 20. Requests Member States, relevant organizations of the United Nations and other relevant actors to 
ensure that all aspects of humanitarian response address the specific needs of women, girls, men and boys, taking 
into consideration age and disability, including through improved collection, analysis and reporting of data 
disaggregated by sex, age and disability, taking into account, inter alia, the information provided by States; 

 21. Requests the United Nations to continue to identify solutions to strengthen its ability to recruit and 
deploy appropriately senior, skilled and experienced humanitarian staff quickly and flexibly, giving paramount 
consideration to the highest standards of efficiency, competence and integrity, while paying due regard to gender 
equality and to recruiting on as wide a geographical basis as possible, and in this regard encourages the United 
Nations Development Group to strengthen the resident coordinator system, on which the humanitarian coordinator 
system is based, in order to ensure the full implementation of the management and accountability system of the 
United Nations development and resident coordinator system; 

 22. Also requests the United Nations to continue to develop specialist technical expertise and capacity to fill 
gaps in critical humanitarian programming and to procure emergency relief material rapidly and cost-effectively, 
and locally when appropriate, in order to support Governments and United Nations country teams in the 
coordination and provision of international humanitarian assistance; 

 23. Calls upon the United Nations and its humanitarian partners to enhance accountability to Member 
States, including affected States, and all other stakeholders, and to further strengthen humanitarian response efforts, 
including by monitoring and evaluating the provision of their humanitarian assistance, incorporating lessons learned 
into programming and consulting with the affected populations so that their needs are appropriately addressed; 

 24. Urges all actors engaged in the provision of humanitarian assistance to fully commit to and duly respect 
the guiding principles contained in the annex to General Assembly resolution 46/182, including the humanitarian 
principles of humanity, impartiality and neutrality as well as the principle of independence, as recognized by the 
Assembly in its resolution 58/114 of 17 December 2003; 

 25. Calls upon all States and parties in complex humanitarian emergencies, in particular in armed conflict 
and in post-conflict situations, in countries in which humanitarian personnel are operating, in conformity with the 
relevant provisions of international law and national laws, to cooperate fully with the United Nations and other 
humanitarian agencies and organizations and to ensure the safe and unhindered access of humanitarian personnel 
and delivery of supplies and equipment, in order to allow humanitarian personnel to perform efficiently their task of 
assisting affected civilian populations, including refugees and internally displaced persons; 

 26. Calls upon all parties to armed conflicts to comply with their obligations under international humanitarian 
law, human rights law and refugee law; 

 27. Calls upon all States and parties to comply fully with the provisions of international humanitarian law, 
including all the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949,9 in particular the Geneva Convention relative to the 
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, in order to protect and assist civilians in occupied territories, and in 
that regard urges the international community and the relevant organizations of the United Nations system to 
strengthen humanitarian assistance to civilians in those situations; 

_______________ 
9 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, Nos. 970–973.  
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 28. Urges Member States to continue to take the steps necessary to ensure the safety and security of 
humanitarian personnel, premises, facilities, equipment, vehicles and supplies operating within their borders, and in 
other territories under their effective control, recognizes the need for appropriate collaboration between 
humanitarian actors and relevant authorities of the affected State in matters related to the safety and security of 
humanitarian personnel, requests the Secretary-General to expedite his efforts to enhance the safety and security of 
personnel involved in United Nations humanitarian operations, and urges Member States to ensure that perpetrators 
of crimes committed against humanitarian personnel on their territory or in other territories under their effective 
control do not operate with impunity and are brought to justice as provided for by national laws and in accordance 
with obligations under international law; 

 29. Encourages the United Nations and other relevant humanitarian actors to include as part of their risk 
management strategy the building of good relations and trust with national and local governments and to promote 
acceptance by local communities and all relevant actors, in order to enable humanitarian assistance to be provided in 
accordance with humanitarian principles; 

 30. Emphasizes the fundamentally civilian character of humanitarian assistance, and, in situations in which 
military capacity and assets are used to support the implementation of humanitarian assistance, reaffirms the need 
for their use to be undertaken with the consent of the affected State and in conformity with international law, 
including international humanitarian law, as well as humanitarian principles; 

 31. Urges Member States to continue to prevent, investigate and prosecute acts of sexual and gender-based 
violence in humanitarian emergencies, calls upon Member States and relevant organizations to strengthen support 
services for victims of such violence, and calls for a more effective response in that regard; 

 32. Notes the increasing challenges facing Member States, in particular developing countries, and the 
international humanitarian response system in responding effectively to all humanitarian emergencies, in particular 
the underfunded and forgotten emergencies, and in that regard stresses the need to enhance existing partnerships and 
build new ones, strengthen financing mechanisms, broaden the donor base and engage other partners to ensure 
adequate resources for the provision of humanitarian assistance; 

 33. Encourages Member States, the private sector, civil society and other relevant entities to make 
contributions and to consider increasing and diversifying their contributions to humanitarian funding mechanisms, 
including consolidated and flash appeals, the Central Emergency Response Fund and other funds, based on and in 
proportion to assessed needs, as a means of ensuring flexible, predictable, timely, needs-based and, where possible, 
multi-year, non-earmarked and additional resources to meet global humanitarian challenges, encourages donors to 
adhere to the Principles and Good Practice of Humanitarian Donorship,10 and reiterates that contributions for 
humanitarian assistance should be provided in a way that is not to the detriment of resources made available for 
international cooperation for development; 

 34. Recognizes that building preparedness is a long-term investment that will contribute to the achievement 
of humanitarian and development objectives, including a reduction in the need for humanitarian response, and 
therefore further encourages Member States and other relevant actors to provide effective, predictable, flexible and 
adequate funding for preparedness activities, and stresses that international preparedness efforts reinforce national 
and local response capacities and support existing national and local institutions; 

 35. Requests the Secretary-General to reflect the progress made in the implementation of and follow-up to 
the present resolution in his next report to the Economic and Social Council and the General Assembly on the 
strengthening of the coordination of emergency humanitarian assistance of the United Nations. 

39th plenary meeting 
20 July 2012 

_______________ 
10 A/58/99-E/2003/94, annex II.  
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2012/4. United Nations system-wide coherence on tobacco control 

 The Economic and Social Council, 

 Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on the Ad Hoc Inter-Agency Task Force on Tobacco 
Control,11 in which the need to further strengthen the multisectoral and inter-agency response for the full 
implementation of the World Health Organization Framework Convention on Tobacco Control,12 as appropriate, is 
emphasized, 

 Recognizing the adverse impact of tobacco use on public health, as well as its social, economic and 
environmental consequences, including for efforts towards poverty eradication, 

 Considering the impact of non-communicable diseases related to tobacco use as a global epidemic, and 
recognizing that substantially reducing tobacco consumption is an important contribution to reducing non-
communicable diseases and can have considerable health benefits for individuals and countries, 

 Acknowledging that the work of the Task Force should be consistent with system-wide coherence approaches 
to ensure that the United Nations system is able to deliver in a strategic and coordinated manner at the country level 
in support of the implementation of the Convention, where appropriate, in alignment with national priorities, 

 Recalling the obligation of Member States that are parties to the Convention to set up comprehensive, 
multisectoral national control strategies, plans and programmes, with support from the Convention secretariat, upon 
request, 

 Welcoming the political declaration of the high-level meeting of the General Assembly on the prevention and 
control of non-communicable diseases, adopted on 19 September 2011,13 and recalling the first Global Ministerial 
Conference on Healthy Lifestyles and Non-communicable Disease Control, organized by the Russian Federation 
and the World Health Organization and held in Moscow on 28 and 29 April 2011, 

 Welcoming also the joint letter dated 26 March 2012 sent by the Director-General of the World Health 
Organization and the Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme to United Nations country 
teams to support country-level work on non-communicable diseases in a coordinated manner, 

 Recognizing the leading role of the World Health Organization as the primary specialized agency for health, 
including its roles and functions with regard to health policy within its mandate, in particular through its important 
work in the context of tobacco control and in the spirit of the “whole-of-WHO” working approach, and reaffirming 
its leadership and coordination role in promoting and monitoring global action against non-communicable diseases 
in relation to the work of other relevant United Nations agencies, development banks and other regional and 
international organizations in addressing non-communicable diseases in a coordinated manner, 

 Recognizing also the fundamental conflict of interest between the tobacco industry and public health, 
including in the work of the United Nations, 

 1. Encourages the Ad Hoc Inter-Agency Task Force on Tobacco Control to promote effective tobacco control 
policies and assistance mechanisms at the national level, including through the integration of implementation efforts 
in respect of the World Health Organization Framework Convention on Tobacco Control12 within the United 
Nations Development Assistance Frameworks, where appropriate, in order to promote coordinated and 
complementary work among funds, programmes and specialized agencies; 

 2. Invites all members of the Task Force and other United Nations funds, programmes and specialized 
agencies to contribute, as appropriate, to the goals of the Convention, including through multisectoral assistance, 
public outreach and communication, in particular in the context of the prevention and control of non-communicable 
diseases; 

 3. Requests the Secretary-General, in close collaboration with the Director-General of the World Health 
Organization, to further integrate the aims of the Convention within the activities undertaken in the context of the 

_______________ 
11 E/2012/70.  
12 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 2302, No. 41032.  
13 General Assembly resolution 66/2, annex.  
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implementation of the political declaration of the high-level meeting of the General Assembly on the prevention and 
control of non-communicable diseases,13 in view of the fact that tobacco is itself one of the main risk factors for the 
most prominent non-communicable diseases, while also being associated with other risk factors; 

 4. Also requests the Secretary-General, in coordination with the Director-General of the World Health 
Organization, to convene annual meetings of the Task Force; 

 5. Further requests the Secretary-General to include in his report to the Economic and Social Council at its 
substantive session of 2013 options to effectively monitor the work of the Task Force and the integration of 
implementation efforts in respect of the Convention within the United Nations Development Assistance 
Frameworks, where appropriate, in order to promote coordinated and complementary work among funds, 
programmes and specialized agencies. 

42nd plenary meeting 
24 July 2012 

 

2012/5. Assessment of the progress made in the implementation of and follow-up to the outcomes of the 
World Summit on the Information Society 

 The Economic and Social Council, 

 Recalling the outcome documents of the World Summit on the Information Society,14 

 Recalling also its resolution 2006/46 of 28 July 2006 on the follow-up to the World Summit and review of the 
Commission on Science and Technology for Development and the mandate that it gave to the Commission, 

 Recalling further its resolution 2011/16 of 26 July 2011 on the assessment of the progress made in the 
implementation of and follow-up to the outcomes of the World Summit, 

 Recalling General Assembly resolution 66/184 of 22 December 2011 on information and communications 
technologies for development, 

 Taking note with satisfaction of the report of the Secretary-General on the progress made in the 
implementation of and follow-up to the outcomes of the World Summit at the regional and international levels,15 

 Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General entitled “Improvements and innovations in existing 
financing mechanisms: information and communication technology for development”,16 

 Noting the submission by the Commission of the report entitled “Implementing WSIS outcomes: experience 
to date and prospects for the future” as an information document, 

 Expressing its appreciation to the Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development for his role in helping to ensure completion of the aforementioned reports in a timely manner, 
 

Taking stock: reviewing the implementation of the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society 

 1. Notes the ongoing implementation of the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society,14 
emphasizing, in particular, its multi-stakeholder nature, the roles played in this regard by leading agencies as action 
line facilitators and the roles of the regional commissions and the United Nations Group on the Information Society, 
and expresses its appreciation for the role of the Commission on Science and Technology for Development in 
assisting the Economic and Social Council as the focal point in the system-wide follow-up to the World Summit; 

 2. Takes note of the reports of many United Nations entities, with their respective executive summaries, 
submitted as input for the elaboration of the annual report of the Secretary-General of the United Nations to the 
Commission, and published on the website of the Commission as mandated in Council resolution 2007/8 of 25 July 

_______________ 
14 See A/C.2/59/3, annex, and A/60/687.  
15 A/67/66-E/2012/49.  
16 E/CN.16/2010/3.  
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2007, and recalls the importance of close coordination among the leading action line facilitators and with the 
secretariat of the Commission; 

 3. Notes the implementation of the outcomes of the World Summit at the regional level facilitated by the 
regional commissions, as observed in the report of the Secretary-General on the progress made in the 
implementation of and follow-up to the outcomes of the World Summit at the regional and international levels,15 
including the steps taken in this respect, and emphasizes the need to continue to address issues of specific interest to 
each region, focusing on the challenges and obstacles that each may be facing with regard to the implementation of 
all goals and principles established by the World Summit, with particular attention to information and 
communications technology for development; 

 4. Reiterates the importance of maintaining a process of coordinating the multi-stakeholder 
implementation of the outcomes of the World Summit through effective tools, with the goal of exchanging 
information among action line facilitators, identifying issues that need improvement and discussing the modalities 
of reporting on the overall implementation process, encourages all stakeholders to continue to contribute 
information to the stocktaking database maintained by the International Telecommunication Union on the 
implementation of the goals established by the World Summit, and invites United Nations entities to update 
information on their initiatives in the stocktaking database; 

 5. Highlights the urgent need for the incorporation of the recommendations contained in the outcome 
documents of the World Summit in the revised guidelines for United Nations country teams on preparing the 
common country assessments and United Nations Development Assistance Frameworks, including the addition of 
an information and communications technology for development component; 

 6. Notes with satisfaction the holding in Geneva, from 14 to 18 May 2012, of the World Summit on the 
Information Society Forum 2012, organized by the International Telecommunication Union, the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development and 
the United Nations Development Programme, as a multi-stakeholder platform for the coordination of 
implementation of the outcomes of the World Summit and to facilitate the implementation of the World Summit 
action lines; 

 7. Calls upon all States, in building the information society, to take steps to avoid and to refrain from taking 
any unilateral measure not in accordance with international law and the Charter of the United Nations that impedes 
the full achievement of economic and social development by the population of the affected countries and that 
hinders their well-being; 

 8. Welcomes the progress highlighted in the report of the Secretary-General,15 in particular the fact that the 
rapid growth in mobile telephony since 2005 has meant that more than half of the world’s inhabitants will have 
access to information and communications technologies within their reach, in line with one of the World Summit 
targets, the value of this progress being enhanced by the advent of new services and applications, including m-
health, mobile transactions, e-government, e-business and development services, which offer great potential for the 
development of the information society; 

 9. Notes with great concern that many developing countries lack affordable access to information and 
communications technologies and that, for the majority of the poor, the promise of science and technology, 
including information and communications technologies, remains unfulfilled, and emphasizes the need to 
effectively harness technology, including information and communications technologies, to bridge the digital divide; 

 10. Recognizes that information and communications technologies present new opportunities and challenges 
and that there is a pressing need to address the major impediments that developing countries face in accessing the 
new technologies, such as sufficient resources, infrastructure, education, capacity, investment and connectivity, as 
well as issues related to technology ownership, standards and flows, and in this regard calls upon all stakeholders to 
provide adequate resources, enhanced capacity-building and transfer of technology to developing countries, 
particularly the least developed countries; 

 11. Also recognizes the rapid growth in broadband access networks, especially in developed countries, and 
notes with concern that there is a growing digital divide in the availability, affordability, quality of access and use of 
broadband between high-income countries and other regions, with least developed countries and Africa as a 
continent lagging behind the rest of the world; 
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 12. Further recognizes that the transition to a mobile-led communications environment is leading to 
significant changes in operators’ business models and that it requires significant rethinking of the ways in which 
individuals and communities make use of networks and devices, of government strategies and of ways in which 
communications networks can be used to achieve development objectives; 

 13. Recognizes that, even with all the developments and the improvement observed in some respects, in 
numerous developing countries information and communications technologies and their applications are still not 
affordable to the majority of people, particularly those living in rural areas; 

 14. Also recognizes that the number of Internet users is growing and that in some instances the digital divide 
is also changing in character, from one based on whether access is available to one based on the quality of access, 
information and skills that users can obtain and the value they can derive from it, and recognizes in this regard that 
there is a need to prioritize the use of information and communications technologies through innovative approaches, 
including multi-stakeholder approaches, within national and regional development strategies; 

 15. Welcomes the outcomes of the Broadband Leadership Summit, hosted by the Broadband Commission 
for Digital Development in Geneva on 24 and 25 October 2011 as a unique event that united key decision makers 
and helped to foster relationships and policies to boost the roll-out and deployment of broadband; 

 16. Notes that, while a solid foundation for capacity-building in information and communications technology 
has been laid in many areas with regard to building the information society, there is still a need for continuing efforts 
to address the ongoing challenges, especially for developing countries and the least developed countries, and draws 
attention to the positive impact of broadened capacity development that involves institutions, organizations and 
entities dealing with information and communications technologies and Internet governance issues; 

 17. Recognizes the need to focus on capacity development policies and sustainable support to further 
enhance the impact of activities and initiatives at the national and local levels aimed at providing advice, services 
and support with a view to building an inclusive, people-centred and development-oriented information society; 

 18. Notes that topics that were not central at the first and second phases of the World Summit in 2003 and 
2005 continue to emerge, such as the potential of information and communications technologies to combat climate 
change, social networking, virtualization and cloud computing, the protection of online privacy and the 
empowerment and protection, especially against cyberexploitation and abuse, of vulnerable groups of society, in 
particular children and young people; 

 19. Reiterates the importance of information and communications technology indicators as a monitoring 
and evaluation tool for measuring the digital divide among countries and within societies and in informing decision 
makers when formulating policies and strategies for social, cultural and economic development, and emphasizes 
that the standardization and harmonization of reliable and regularly updated indicators capturing the performance, 
efficiency, affordability and quality of goods and services is essential for implementing information and 
communications technology policies; 
 

Internet governance 

 20. Reaffirms paragraph 20 of its resolution 2011/16 and General Assembly resolution 66/184; 

 21. Also reaffirms paragraphs 34 to 37 and 67 to 72 of the Tunis Agenda for the Information Society;17 
 

Enhanced cooperation 

 22. Recalls that, in resolution 66/184, the General Assembly invited the Chair of the Commission on 
Science and Technology for Development to convene, in conjunction with the fifteenth session of the Commission, 
a one-day open, inclusive and interactive meeting involving all Member States and other stakeholders, particularly 
those from developing countries, including the private sector, civil society and international organizations, with a 
view to identifying a shared understanding of enhanced cooperation on public policy issues pertaining to the 

_______________ 
17 See A/60/687. 
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Internet, in accordance with paragraphs 34 and 35 of the Tunis Agenda, and requested the Secretary-General to 
include information on the outcome of the meeting when preparing his report on the status of the implementation of 
and follow-up to the resolution; 

 23. Notes the holding of the open consultations on enhanced cooperation on public policy issues pertaining 
to the Internet, convened by the Chair of the Commission in Geneva on 18 May 2012; 

 24. Decides to forward, for information purposes, the report of the Chair of the Commission on the outcome 
of the meeting to the General Assembly at its sixty-seventh session, while noting that there is no consensus on the 
accuracy and balance of how the views expressed in the meeting are reflected in the report; 
 

Internet Governance Forum 

 25. Notes that the Working Group on Improvements to the Internet Governance Forum has successfully 
completed its task; 

 26. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Working Group,18 and expresses its gratitude to all 
members of the Working Group for their time and valuable efforts in this endeavour, as well as to all Member States 
and other relevant stakeholders that submitted inputs to the Working Group consultation process; 
 

The road ahead 

 27. Urges United Nations entities still not actively cooperating in the implementation of and follow-up to the 
outcomes of the World Summit through the United Nations system to take the necessary steps and commit to a 
people-centred, inclusive and development-oriented information society, and to catalyse the attainment of the 
internationally agreed development goals, including those contained in the United Nations Millennium 
Declaration;19 

 28. Calls upon all stakeholders to keep the goal of bridging the digital divide, in its different forms, an area 
of priority concern, put into effect sound strategies that contribute to the development of e-government and continue 
to focus on pro-poor information and communications technology policies and applications, including access to 
broadband at the grass-roots level, with a view to narrowing the digital divide among and within countries; 

 29. Urges all stakeholders to prioritize the development of innovative approaches that will stimulate the 
provision of universal access to affordable broadband infrastructure for developing countries and the use of relevant 
broadband services in order to ensure the development of an inclusive, development-oriented and people-centred 
information society, and to minimize the digital divide; 

 30. Calls upon international and regional organizations to continue to assess and report on a regular basis on 
the universal accessibility of nations to information and communications technologies, with the aim of creating 
equitable opportunities for the growth of the information and communications technology sectors of developing 
countries; 

 31. Urges all countries to make concrete efforts to fulfil their commitments under the Monterrey Consensus 
of the International Conference on Financing for Development;20 

 32. Calls upon United Nations organizations and other relevant organizations and forums, in accordance 
with the outcomes of the World Summit, to periodically review and modify the methodologies for information and 
communications technology indicators, taking into account different levels of development and national 
circumstances, and therefore: 

 (a) Notes with appreciation the work of the Partnership on Measuring Information and Communication 
Technology for Development; 

_______________ 
18 A/67/65-E/2012/48 and Corr.1.  
19 General Assembly resolution 55/2. 
20 Report of the International Conference on Financing for Development, Monterrey, Mexico, 18–22 March 2002 (United Nations 
publication, Sales No. E.02.II.A.7), chap. I, resolution 1, annex.  
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 (b) Calls upon the Partnership to further its work on measuring the impact of information and 
communications technologies, particularly in developing countries, by creating practical guidelines, methodologies 
and indicators; 

 (c) Notes the holding, in Pailles, Mauritius, from 7 to 9 December 2011, of the ninth World 
Telecommunication/ICT Indicators Meeting, which enhanced the capacity of Governments in the collection of 
relevant data at the national level on information and communications technologies; 

 (d) Calls upon United Nations organizations and other relevant organizations and forums to study the 
implications of the current world economic situation on information and communications technology deployment, in 
particular connectivity through broadband, and its economic sustainability; 

 (e) Encourages Governments to collect relevant data at the national level on information and 
communications technologies, to share information about country case studies and to collaborate with other 
countries in capacity-building exchange programmes; 

 (f) Encourages United Nations organizations and other relevant organizations and forums to promote 
assessment of the impact of information and communications technologies on poverty and in key sectors to identify 
the knowledge and skills needed to boost impacts; 

 (g) Calls upon international development partners to provide financial support to further facilitate capacity-
building and technical assistance in developing countries; 

 33. Invites the international community to make voluntary contributions to the special trust fund established 
by the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development to support the review and assessment work of the 
Commission regarding follow-up to the World Summit, while acknowledging with appreciation the financial 
support provided by the Governments of Finland and Switzerland to this fund; 

 34. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the Commission, on a yearly basis, a report on the 
implementation of the recommendations contained in Council resolutions on the assessment of the quantitative and 
qualitative progress made in the implementation of and follow-up to the outcomes of the World Summit; 

 35. Urges the Secretary-General to ensure the continued functioning of the Internet Governance Forum and 
its structures in preparation for the seventh meeting of the Forum, to be held in Baku from 6 to 9 November 2012, 
and future meetings of the Forum; 

 36. Notes the need to appoint the Special Adviser to the Secretary-General on Internet Governance and the 
Executive Coordinator of the Internet Governance Forum; 

 37. Recalls paragraph 111 of the Tunis Agenda, in which the General Assembly was requested to make an 
overall review of the implementation of World Summit outcomes in 2015, and paragraph 106 of the Tunis Agenda, 
according to which the World Summit implementation and follow-up should be an integral part of the United 
Nations integrated follow-up to major United Nations conferences; 

 38. Also recalls paragraph 10 of General Assembly resolution 66/184, in which the Assembly reaffirmed its 
role in the overall review of the implementation of the outcomes of the World Summit, to be held by the end of 
2015, as recognized in paragraph 111 of the Tunis Agenda, and decided to consider the modalities for this review 
process at its sixty-seventh session; 

 39. Notes the open and inclusive consultation process of the United Nations Group on the Information 
Society that has been taking place on the overall review of the implementation of the World Summit outcomes, and 
also notes the role of the Commission, set forth in Council resolution 2006/46, in assisting the Council as the focal 
point in the system-wide follow-up, in particular the review and assessment of progress made in implementing the 
outcomes of the World Summit; 

 40. Recommends that, consistent with the World Summit process and subject to the decision by the General 
Assembly, an appropriate preparatory process should be launched, drawing from the experience of the two phases of 
the World Summit; 

 41. Takes note with appreciation of the report on the stocktaking of activities related to the World Summit, 
which serves as one of the valuable tools for assisting with the follow-up, beyond the conclusion of the Tunis phase 
of the World Summit; 
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 42. Reiterates the importance of sharing best practices at the global level, and, while recognizing excellence 
in the implementation of the projects and initiatives that further the goals of the World Summit, encourages all 
stakeholders to nominate their projects for the annual World Summit Project Prizes as an integral part of the World 
Summit stocktaking process, while taking note of the report on the World Summit success stories; 

 43. Notes with appreciation the efforts of the United Nations Group on the Information Society directed 
towards incorporation of the recommendations contained in the outcome documents of the World Summit in the 
revised guidelines for United Nations country teams on preparing the common country assessments and United 
Nations Development Assistance Frameworks, including the addition of an information and communications 
technology for development component; 

 44. Recognizes the enabling role of information and communications technologies for achieving the 
Millennium Development Goals, and reiterates the importance of the contribution of the World Summit process to 
the achievement of the Goals. 

43rd plenary meeting 
24 July 2012 

 

2012/6. Science and technology for development 

 The Economic and Social Council, 

 Recognizing the role of the Commission on Science and Technology for Development as the United Nations 
torch-bearer for science, technology and innovation for development, 

 Recognizing also the critical role of science, technology and innovation in building and maintaining national 
competitiveness in the global economy, in addressing global challenges and in realizing sustainable development, 

 Recognizing further the seminal role that information and communications technologies play in promoting 
and empowering science, technology and innovation for development, 

 Recalling the 2005 World Summit Outcome, in which it was recognized that science and technology, 
including information and communications technologies, are vital for the achievement of the internationally agreed 
development goals, and reaffirming the commitments contained therein,21 

 Recalling also that the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development is the secretariat of the 
Commission, 

 Recalling further the work of the Commission on science, technology and engineering for innovation and 
capacity-building in education and research, and on development-oriented policies for a socioeconomically 
inclusive information society, including policies relating to access, infrastructure and an enabling environment, 

 Welcoming the work of the Commission on its two current priority themes, “Innovation, research, technology 
transfer for mutual advantage, entrepreneurship and collaborative development in the information society” and 
“Open access, virtual science libraries, geospatial analysis and other complementary information and 
communications technology and science, technology, engineering and mathematics assets to address development 
issues, with particular attention to education”, 

 Recognizing that collaborative learning is central to innovation, technology transfer and entrepreneurship, and 
involves absorptive and productive capacity-building at the individual and organizational levels, 

 Recognizing also the work of United Nations institutions, including the United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development, in analysing the impact of the transfer of technology on trade and development, 

 Noting that open access and virtual science libraries are two complementary mechanisms to increase and 
extend knowledge flows and help developing countries to obtain data and research, 

 Noting also that greater attention needs to be paid to the growing array of online scientific and technical 
resources relevant to scientific and technical communities worldwide, 

_______________ 
21 General Assembly resolution 60/1, para. 60. 
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 Recognizing that the effective introduction of information and communications technologies in education 
requires not only access to technology but also capacities for science, technology and innovation, absorption and 
production through development of human resources, educational framework conditions, infrastructure and 
progressive national policies, 

 Noting that geographic information systems and geospatial analysis are used in many sectors of society and 
have important applications in addressing development challenges but remain underutilized for transformational 
potential, 

 Recognizing that, in its resolution 66/211 of 22 December 2011 on science and technology for development, 
the General Assembly encouraged the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development to continue to 
undertake science, technology and innovation policy reviews, with a view to assisting developing countries and 
countries with economies in transition in identifying the measures that are needed to integrate science, technology 
and innovation policies into their national development strategies, 

 Taking note with appreciation of the high-quality science, technology and innovation policy reviews prepared 
by the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development for El Salvador and Peru, and the emphasis placed on 
the need to monitor the implementation of science, technology and innovation policy reviews by countries, as 
exemplified in the report by Angola, 

 Recalling Economic and Social Council decision 2011/235 of 26 July 2011 providing for the extension until 
2015 of the mandate of the Gender Advisory Board of the Commission, and General Assembly resolutions 66/129 
of 19 December 2011, 66/211 and 66/216 of 22 December 2011 addressing, respectively, the improvement of the 
situation of women in rural areas, barriers to equal access for women and girls to science and technology, and the 
integration of a gender perspective into development policies and programmes, 

 Taking note of the report entitled “Applying a gender lens to science, technology and innovation”, prepared by 
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development in close collaboration with the Gender Advisory Board, 

 Recognizing that it is crucial to understand the means by which people of different genders, ages, 
socioeconomic situations and organizations build the capabilities required to achieve greater capacities for 
entrepreneurship and collaborative development, 

 Decides to make the following recommendations for consideration by national Governments, the Commission 
on Science and Technology for Development and the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development: 

 (a) Governments, individually and collectively, are encouraged to take into account the findings of the 
Commission and to consider taking the following actions: 

(i) Promote the development of information and communications technology platforms, involving national 
research institutes and universities, with a view to participating in international research networks and 
benefiting from opportunities for collaborative learning; 

(ii) Ensure that multilateral governance mechanisms and standardization bodies of information and 
communications technology and global networks are democratic, fair and coherent, with effective 
participation of developing countries; 

(iii) Promote national policies to encourage the use of information and communications technologies, 
especially those that have been tailored to local needs in their countries, and establish programmes for the 
improvement of human resources in this field; 

(iv) Foster partnerships with other stakeholders to overcome basic infrastructural constraints, in areas such as 
electricity and other services, that limit access to and use of information and communications technology 
resources, with particular attention to locally adapted solutions that can be scaled up regionally; 

(v) Collaborate to address the “content divide” by exploring ways of increasing online scientific publications 
and accessibility of content in local languages; 

(vi) Encourage national research agencies and foundations to provide data and research results to the public 
domain and make them freely available in an open and accessible format; 
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(vii) Also encourage international collaboration in disseminating digitized publications resulting from 
publicly funded research, making them freely available online and easily accessible; 

(viii) Further encourage, in partnership with other stakeholders, the logistical and financial viability of virtual 
science libraries, in particular those that include a platform to facilitate networking among scientists across 
geographical boundaries and provide an integrated search capability across all available online publications; 

(ix) Encourage the formation of national research and education networks, which promote networking 
among scientists, increase collective buying power for online science research services, including access to 
journals, and result in the sharing of scarce resources; 

(x) Strengthen secondary and post-secondary curricula to better integrate geographic information systems 
and fundamental concepts of geography that enrich spatial thinking into national education programmes and 
support teachers through training to better integrate such systems, geography and spatial thinking into their 
professional development; 

(xi) Establish bodies dedicated to obtaining, storing and disseminating geographic data, including remote 
sensing data, to make geographic information system data available for public use at the lowest cost; 

(xii) Involve the private sector in the process of increasing technology openness for geospatial data, with, for 
example, public sector organizations such as government agencies and libraries collaborating with private 
sector firms to index geospatial information and make it easily searchable and available online; 

(xiii) Promote the dissemination of successful experiences, including those involving constraint-based 
innovations, to foster an innovative culture through mechanisms such as the creation of awards and mass 
media campaigns; 

(xiv) Encourage and support efforts aimed at learning and capacity development at the firm and industry 
levels through the provision of an enabling environment; 

(xv) Encourage scientific, research and academic institutions in their countries, especially in developed 
countries, to collaborate with counterparts in all other countries, with particular attention to those in the least 
developed countries; 

(xvi) Recognize the need to continue providing adequate funding and resources for science and technology, 
particularly in developing countries; 

(xvii) Consider mechanisms with a view to applying a gender lens in scientific research, from the setting of the 
agenda to the design and implementation of projects, for example, through the use of quotas and gender-
sensitive assessment and evaluation; 

 (b) The Commission and the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development are encouraged: 

(i) With respect to the Commission, to continue in the role of torch-bearer for innovation, to raise awareness 
among policymakers about the process of innovation and to identify particular opportunities for developing 
countries to benefit from such innovation, with special attention to be placed on new trends in innovation that 
can offer novel possibilities for developing countries, especially for small and medium enterprises and 
individual entrepreneurs; 

(ii) To share and analyse evidence on the development of innovative capacities, including at the firm level, 
especially for small and medium enterprises, to understand the social and economic dimensions of those 
processes and provide insights for the development of public policy; 

(iii) To provide a forum for dialogue and for the sharing of best practices and experiences to identify and 
recommend ways and appropriate measures to promote innovation, research and development, new 
knowledge creation and technology transfer, as well as information and communications technologies for 
capacity-building in science, technology and engineering education and research and entrepreneurship for the 
benefit of developing countries, and in this context explore ways to expand cooperation among all countries, 
with particular attention to sharing available resources online; 

(iv) To develop metrics to assess progress made by countries to implement science, technology and 
innovation policy review recommendations for developing science and technology and innovation policies 
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and other recommendations they have acted upon and, if requested by those countries, to conduct periodic 
reviews to monitor such progress; 

(v) To encourage the Gender Advisory Board of the Commission to provide inputs to policy deliberations 
and documentation of the Commission, to invite the Board to report on progress at the annual sessions of the 
Commission and to consider integrating a gender perspective into the science, technology and innovation 
policy reviews, where appropriate. 

43rd plenary meeting 
24 July 2012 

 

2012/7. Future organization and methods of work of the Commission for Social Development 

 The Economic and Social Council, 

 Recalling its resolutions 2005/11 of 21 July 2005, 2006/18 of 26 July 2006 and 2008/19 of 24 July 2008 on 
the future organization and methods of work of the Commission for Social Development, 

 Recalling also its resolution 2010/10 of 22 July 2010, in which it noted the usefulness of identifying the theme 
for the 2013–2014 review and policy cycle during the fiftieth session of the Commission, 

 1. Reaffirms that the current practice of discussing one core issue over a two-year period has allowed the 
Commission for Social Development to go into greater depth by also addressing related cross-cutting issues and 
emerging issues relevant to the theme under discussion; 

 2. Decides to maintain the two-year review and policy cycle; 

 3. Reaffirms that the officers elected to the Bureau of the Commission should continue to be elected for a 
term of office of two years, in parallel with the review and policy cycle; 

 4. Decides that the priority theme for the 2013–2014 review and policy cycle shall be “Promoting empowerment 
of people in achieving poverty eradication, social integration and full employment and decent work for all”; 

 5. Stresses the importance of identifying relevant sub-themes within the priority theme, in order to focus 
interventions and discussions, and of taking into account cross-cutting issues during subsequent sessions of the 
Commission; 

 6. Decides that the Commission shall utilize, as appropriate, its agenda item on emerging issues to promote 
consideration of relevant issues on the agenda of the Economic and Social Council, including the theme of the 
annual ministerial review; 

 7. Invites all relevant stakeholders to continue to participate in the work of the Commission at an appropriately 
high level; 

 8. Decides that the Commission shall keep its methods of work under review, and requests the Secretary-
General to submit a report to the Commission at its fifty-first session on ways and means to strengthen its work, 
taking into account the views of Member States. 

46th plenary meeting 
26 July 2012 

 

2012/8. Social dimensions of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development 

 The Economic and Social Council, 

 Recalling the outcomes of the World Summit for Social Development, held in Copenhagen from 6 to 
12 March 1995,22 and of the twenty-fourth special session of the General Assembly, entitled “World Summit for 

_______________ 
22 Report of the World Summit for Social Development, Copenhagen, 6–12 March 1995 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.96.IV.8), 
chap. I, resolution 1, annexes I and II.  
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Social Development and beyond: achieving social development for all in a globalizing world”, held in Geneva from 
26 June to 1 July 2000,23 

 Reaffirming the United Nations Millennium Declaration of 8 September 200024 and the 2005 World Summit 
Outcome,25 and recalling the high-level plenary meeting of the General Assembly on the Millennium Development 
Goals and its outcome document,26  the United Nations Declaration on the New Partnership for Africa’s 
Development of 16 September 200227 and Assembly resolution 57/7 of 4 November 2002 on the final review and 
appraisal of the United Nations New Agenda for the Development of Africa in the 1990s and support for the New 
Partnership for Africa’s Development, 

 Recognizing the commitments made with regard to meeting the special needs of Africa at the 2005 World 
Summit25 and reaffirmed in the political declaration on Africa’s development needs adopted at the high-level 
meeting held at United Nations Headquarters on 22 September 2008,28 

 Noting the conclusions of the African Union Extraordinary Summit on Employment and Poverty Alleviation 
in Africa, held in Ouagadougou on 8 and 9 September 2004, including relevant decisions of African Union summits 
related to the New Partnership for Africa’s Development, 

 Noting also the full integration of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development29 into the structures and 
processes of the African Union and the establishment of the Planning and Coordinating Agency of the New 
Partnership as a technical body of the African Union to replace the secretariat of the New Partnership, 

 Remaining concerned that, while Africa continues to make steady progress towards attainment of the targets 
of the Millennium Development Goals, this progress is, however, not enough for all countries to attain all of the 
Goals by 2015, and in this regard emphasizing that concerted efforts and continued support are required to fulfil the 
commitments to address the special needs of Africa, 

 Expressing deep concern that attainment of the social development objectives may be hindered by the 
ongoing adverse impacts of the world financial and economic crisis, volatile energy and food prices and challenges 
posed by climate change, 

 Recognizing that capacity-building, knowledge-sharing and best practices are essential for the successful 
implementation of the New Partnership, and recognizing also the need for continued support from the international 
community, partners of the New Partnership and United Nations agencies to continue to work towards sustained, 
inclusive and equitable economic growth and development on the African continent, and for greater synergy and 
effective coordination between the New Partnership and the international initiatives related to Africa, such as the Tokyo 
International Conference on African Development, co-organized by the African Union, the United Nations, the 
United Nations Development Programme, the World Bank and the Government of Japan, 

 Bearing in mind that African countries have primary responsibility for their own economic and social development, 
that the role of national policies and development strategies cannot be overemphasized and that the development 
efforts of such countries need to be supported by an enabling international economic environment, and in this regard 
recalling the support given by the International Conference on Financing for Development to the New Partnership,30 

 1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General;31 

 2. Welcomes the progress made by African countries in fulfilling their commitments in the implementation 
of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development29 to deepen democracy, human rights, good governance and sound 

_______________ 
23 General Assembly resolution S-24/2, annex.  
24 General Assembly resolution 55/2. 
25 General Assembly resolution 60/1. 
26 General Assembly resolution 65/1. 
27 General Assembly resolution 57/2. 
28 General Assembly resolution 63/1. 
29 A/57/304, annex.  
30 See Report of the International Conference on Financing for Development, Monterrey, Mexico, 18–22 March 2002 (United Nations 
publication, Sales No. E.02.II.A.7), chap. I, resolution 1, annex. 
31 E/CN.5/2012/2.  
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economic management, and encourages African countries, with the participation of stakeholders, including civil 
society and the private sector, to intensify their efforts in this regard by developing and strengthening institutions for 
governance and creating an environment conducive to attracting foreign direct investment for the development of 
the region; 

 3. Also welcomes the good progress that has been made in implementing the African Peer Review 
Mechanism, as reflected in particular by the number of countries that have signed up to participate in the 
Mechanism, the completion of the peer review process in some countries, the progress in implementing the 
recommendations of those reviews in those countries and the completion of the annual progress reports and self-
assessment processes, the hosting of country support missions and the launching of national preparatory processes 
for the peer review in others, and urges African States that have not yet done so to join the Mechanism as a matter of 
priority and to strengthen the peer review process so as to ensure its efficient performance; 

 4. Recalls the first session of the African Union Conference of Ministers in charge of Social Development, 
held in Windhoek from 27 to 31 October 2008, welcomes the second session of the Conference of Ministers, held in 
Khartoum from 21 to 25 November 2010, under the theme “Strengthening social policy action towards social 
inclusion”, and recalls in this regard the African Common Position on Social Integration and the Social Policy 
Framework for Africa, both of which were endorsed by the Heads of State and Government of the African Union in 
February 2009; 

 5. Welcomes the efforts made by African countries and regional and subregional organizations, including 
the African Union, to mainstream a gender perspective and the empowerment of women and girls in the 
implementation of the New Partnership, including the implementation of the Protocol to the African Charter on 
Human and Peoples’ Rights on the Rights of Women in Africa; 

 6. Emphasizes that the African Union and the regional economic communities have a critical role to play in 
the implementation of the New Partnership, and in this regard encourages African countries, with the assistance of 
their development partners, to increase and coordinate effectively their support for enhancing the capacities of those 
institutions and to promote regional cooperation and social and economic integration in Africa; 

 7. Also emphasizes that progress in the implementation of the New Partnership depends also on a 
favourable national and international environment for Africa’s growth and development, including measures to 
promote a policy environment conducive to private sector development and entrepreneurship; 

 8. Further emphasizes that democracy, respect for all human rights and fundamental freedoms, including 
the right to development, transparent and accountable governance and administration in all sectors of society and 
effective participation by civil society, including non-governmental and community-based organizations, and the 
private sector are among the indispensable foundations for the realization of social and people-centred sustainable 
development; 

 9. Emphasizes that the increasingly unacceptable high levels of poverty and social exclusion faced by most 
African countries require a comprehensive approach to the development and implementation of social and 
economic policies, inter alia, to reduce poverty, to promote economic activity, growth and sustainable development 
in order to ensure employment creation and decent work for all, to promote education, health and social protection 
and to enhance social inclusion, political stability, democracy and good governance at all levels and the promotion 
and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms; 

 10. Also emphasizes that identifying and removing barriers to opportunity as well as ensuring access to basic 
social protection and social services are necessary to break the cycle of poverty, inequality and social exclusion; 

 11. Recognizes that, while social development is primarily the responsibility of Governments, international 
cooperation and assistance are essential for the full achievement of that goal; 

 12. Also recognizes the contribution made by Member States to the implementation of the New Partnership 
in the context of South-South cooperation, and encourages the international community, including the international 
financial institutions, to support the efforts of African countries, including through trilateral cooperation; 

 13. Welcomes the various important initiatives undertaken by Africa’s development partners in recent years, 
and in this regard emphasizes the importance of coordination in such initiatives on Africa through ensuring the 
effective implementation of existing commitments, including through the African Union/New Partnership for 
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Africa’s Development African Action Plan 2010–2015: Advancing Regional and Continental Integration in Africa, 
which remains at the centre of the continent’s engagement with partners; 

 14. Recognizes the regional coordination mechanism of United Nations agencies and organizations working 
in Africa in support of the African Union and its New Partnership for Africa’s Development Programme of Action, 
as well as the Planning and Coordinating Agency of the New Partnership, which aims to ensure coordination and 
coherence in the delivery of support for greater effectiveness and impact through increased joint programming and 
joint implementation of activities; 

 15. Urges continuous support for measures to address the challenges of poverty eradication and sustainable 
development in Africa, with special emphasis on the Millennium Development Goals related to poverty and hunger, 
health, education, the empowerment of women and gender equality, including, as appropriate, debt relief, improved 
market access, support for the private sector and entrepreneurship, enhanced official development assistance, 
increased foreign direct investment and transfer of technology on mutually agreed terms, the empowerment of 
women, in all aspects, including economic and political aspects, the promotion of social protection systems and the 
conclusion of the Doha round of negotiations of the World Trade Organization; 

 16. Underscores the importance for African Governments to raise agricultural productivity in order to 
increase rural incomes and access to food for net food buyers, and stresses that greater efforts should be made to 
promote and implement sustainable agriculture, increase access for smallholder farmers to necessary agricultural 
resources and improve access to infrastructure, information and markets and that, furthermore, efforts should be 
made to promote small and medium-sized enterprises that contribute to job growth and increase incomes along the 
agricultural value stream; 

 17. Recognizes that the implementation of the commitments made by Governments during the First United 
Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty (1997–2006) has fallen short of expectations, and welcomes the 
proclamation of the Second Decade (2008–2017) by the General Assembly in its resolution 62/205 of 19 December 
2007 in order to support, in an efficient and coordinated manner, the internationally agreed development goals 
related to poverty eradication, including the Millennium Development Goals; 

 18. Urges African countries to pay close attention to inclusive, equitable and sustainable growth, capable of 
being employment-intensive, including through employment-intensive investment programmes, and of reducing 
inequalities and improving real per capita incomes in both rural and urban areas; 

 19. Urges African countries and development partners to tackle the high levels of youth unemployment 
through the development of education and training programmes that address illiteracy, enhance the employability 
and capabilities of young people, facilitate school-to-work transitions and expand guaranteed employment schemes, 
where appropriate, with particular attention to disadvantaged young people in both rural and urban areas; 

 20. Encourages all development partners to implement principles of aid effectiveness, as recalled in the 
Doha Declaration on Financing for Development adopted on 2 December 2008 by the Follow-up International 
Conference on Financing for Development to Review the Implementation of the Monterrey Consensus;32 

 21. Recognizes the need for national Governments and the international community to make continued 
efforts to increase the flow of new and additional resources for financing for development from all sources, public 
and private, domestic and foreign, to support the development of African countries; 

 22. Acknowledges the activities of the Bretton Woods institutions and the African Development Bank in 
African countries, and invites those institutions to continue their support for the implementation of the priorities and 
objectives of the New Partnership; 

 23. Encourages Africa’s development partners to continue to integrate the priorities, values and principles of 
the New Partnership into their development assistance programmes; 

 24. Encourages African countries and their development partners to place people at the centre of 
Government development action, to secure core investment spending in health, education and social protection and 

_______________ 
32 General Assembly resolution 63/239, annex.  
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to give particular consideration to universal access to basic social security systems, recognizing that social protection 
floors can provide a systemic base to address poverty and vulnerability; 

 25. Notes the growing collaboration among the entities of the United Nations system in support of the New 
Partnership, and requests the Secretary-General to promote greater coherence in the work of the United Nations 
system in support of the New Partnership, on the basis of the agreed clusters; 

 26. Emphasizes the importance for the cluster working on communication, advocacy and outreach to 
continue to muster international support for the New Partnership and to urge the United Nations system to 
demonstrate more evidence of cross-sectoral synergies to promote a comprehensive approach with regard to 
successive phases of planning and implementation of social development programmes in Africa; 

 27. Invites the Secretary-General, as a follow-up to the 2005 World Summit, to urge the organizations and 
bodies of the United Nations system to continue to assist African countries in implementing quick-impact initiatives, 
based on their national development priorities and strategies, to enable them to achieve the Millennium 
Development Goals, and in this respect acknowledges commitments made by development partners; 

 28. Encourages the international community to support African countries in addressing the challenges of 
climate change by providing the financial and technological resources and capacity-building training needed to 
support adaptation and mitigation action; 

 29. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to take measures to strengthen the Office of the Special 
Adviser on Africa, and requests the Office to collaborate with the Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the 
Secretariat and to include the social dimensions of the New Partnership in its comprehensive reports to the General 
Assembly at its sixty-seventh session; 

 30. Requests the Commission for Social Development to discuss in its annual programme of work those 
regional programmes that promote social development so as to enable all regions to share experiences and best 
practices, with the agreement of concerned countries, and in this regard requests that the programmes of work of the 
Commission include priority areas of the New Partnership, as appropriate; 

 31. Decides that the Commission should continue to give prominence to and raise awareness of the social 
dimensions of the New Partnership at its fifty-first session; 

 32. Requests the Secretary-General, in collaboration with the Office of the Special Adviser, taking into 
consideration General Assembly resolutions 62/179 of 19 December 2007, 63/267 of 31 March 2009 and 64/258 of 
16 March 2010, entitled “New Partnership for Africa’s Development: progress in implementation and international 
support”, to submit to the Commission, for consideration at its fifty-first session, a report on the social dimensions of 
the New Partnership, including, in cooperation with relevant United Nations bodies, an overview of current 
processes related to the New Partnership, including recommendations on how to improve the effectiveness of the 
work of United Nations bodies, while preserving the social dimensions of the New Partnership. 

46th plenary meeting 
26 July 2012 

 

2012/9. Poverty eradication 

 The Economic and Social Council, 

 Recalling its resolution 2010/10 of 22 July 2010, in which the Council decided that the priority theme for the 
2011–2012 review and policy cycle of the Commission for Social Development should be poverty eradication, 
taking into account its relationship with social integration and full employment and decent work for all, 

 Recalling also the outcomes of the World Summit for Social Development and the twenty-fourth special 
session of the General Assembly, 

 Reaffirming that the Copenhagen Declaration on Social Development and the Programme of Action of the World 
Summit for Social Development33 and the further initiatives for social development adopted by the General Assembly 

_______________ 
33 Report of the World Summit for Social Development, Copenhagen, 6–12 March 1995 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.96.IV.8), 
chap. I, resolution 1, annexes I and II.  
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at its twenty-fourth special session,34 as well as a continued global dialogue on social development issues, constitute 
the basic framework for the promotion of social development for all at the national and international levels, 

 Recalling the United Nations Millennium Declaration,35 the 2005 World Summit Outcome36 and the high-level 
plenary meeting of the General Assembly on the Millennium Development Goals and its outcome document,37 

 Recalling also the Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries for the Decade 2011–2020,38 

 Emphasizing the need to enhance the role of the Commission for Social Development in the follow-up to and 
review of the World Summit for Social Development and the outcome of the twenty-fourth special session of the 
General Assembly, 

 Recognizing that the three core themes of social development, namely, poverty eradication, full and productive 
employment and decent work for all, and social integration, are interrelated and mutually reinforcing and that an 
enabling environment at all levels therefore needs to be created so that all three objectives can be pursued 
simultaneously, 

 Recalling that the Copenhagen Declaration on Social Development places people at the centre of development, 

 Stressing that respect for all human rights, which are universal, indivisible, interdependent and interrelated, is 
of crucial importance for all policies and programmes to fight extreme poverty, 

 Recognizing that empowering people to strengthen their own capacities is a main objective of development 
and its principal resource and that empowerment requires the full participation of people in the formulation, 
implementation and evaluation of decisions determining the functioning and well-being of society, 

 Concerned about the global nature of poverty and inequality, and underlining the fact that the eradication of 
poverty and hunger is an ethical, social, political and economic imperative of humankind, 

 Deeply concerned that extreme poverty persists in all parts of the world, in various economic, social and 
cultural situations, and that its extent and its manifestations are particularly severe in developing countries, while 
acknowledging the significant progress made in several parts of the world in combating extreme poverty, 

 Expressing concern that, while there has been progress in reducing poverty, especially in some middle-income 
countries, this progress has been uneven and the number of people living in poverty in some countries continues to 
increase, with women and children constituting the majority of the most affected groups, especially in the least 
developed countries and particularly in sub-Saharan Africa, 

 Recalling the commitment to invest in children and the vow to break the cycle of poverty within a single 
generation, united in the conviction that investments in children and the realization of their rights are among the 
most effective ways to eradicate poverty, 

 Expressing concern that unemployment and underemployment levels remain persistently high in many 
countries, particularly among the younger generations, 

 Recalling the International Labour Organization Declaration on Social Justice for a Fair Globalization39 and 
the International Labour Organization Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work and its Follow-up, 
adopted on 18 June 1998 by the International Labour Conference at its eighty-sixth session, 

 Affirming its strong support for fair globalization and the need to translate growth into eradication of poverty 
and commitment to strategies and policies that aim to promote full, freely chosen and productive employment and 
decent work for all, and that these should constitute a fundamental component of relevant national and international 

_______________ 
34 General Assembly resolution S-24/2, annex.  
35 General Assembly resolution 55/2. 
36 General Assembly resolution 60/1. 
37 General Assembly resolution 65/1. 
38 Report of the Fourth United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries, Istanbul, Turkey, 9–13 May 2011 (A/CONF.219/7), 
chap. II.  
39 A/63/538-E/2009/4, annex.  
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policies as well as national development strategies, including poverty reduction strategies, and reaffirming that 
employment creation and decent work should be incorporated into macroeconomic policies, taking fully into 
account the impact and social dimension of globalization, the benefits and costs of which are often unevenly shared 
and distributed, 

 Reaffirming that eradicating poverty is one of the greatest global challenges facing the world today, including 
in all developing countries, particularly in Africa, in the least developed countries and in some middle-income 
countries, and underlining the importance of accelerating sustained, inclusive and equitable economic growth, 
including full, productive employment generation and decent work, 

 Recognizing that the mobilization of domestic and international resources for social development and their 
effective use are central to a global partnership for development in support of the achievement of the internationally 
agreed development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals, 

 Noting the special event on the financing of social development, held on 3 February 2012 and organized by 
the Secretary-General in cooperation with the Chair of the Commission for Social Development at its fiftieth 
session, 

 Recognizing that social inclusion is a means for achieving social integration and is crucial for fostering stable, 
safe, harmonious, peaceful and just societies and for improving social cohesion so as to create an environment for 
development and progress, 

 Recalling that the theme of the 2012 annual ministerial review of the Economic and Social Council is 
“Promoting productive capacity, employment and decent work to eradicate poverty in the context of inclusive, 
sustainable and equitable economic growth at all levels for achieving the Millennium Development Goals”, 

 Recognizing the importance of agricultural and rural development and food production for the eradication of 
poverty and for helping developing countries to reach the poverty and hunger targets of the Millennium 
Development Goals, 

 Reiterating the need to strengthen the leadership role of the United Nations in promoting international 
cooperation for development, which is critical for the eradication of poverty, 

 1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General;40 

 2. Welcomes the reaffirmation by Governments of their will and commitment to continue implementing the 
Copenhagen Declaration on Social Development and the Programme of Action of the World Summit for Social 
Development,33 in particular to eradicate poverty, promote full and productive employment and decent work for all 
and foster social integration to achieve stable, safe and just societies for all; 

 3. Reaffirms that the Commission for Social Development continues to have the primary responsibility for 
the follow-up to and review of the World Summit for Social Development and the outcome of the twenty-fourth 
special session of the General Assembly and that it serves as the main United Nations forum for an intensified 
global dialogue on social development issues, and calls upon Member States, the relevant specialized agencies, 
funds and programmes of the United Nations system and civil society to enhance their support for the work of the 
Commission; 

 4. Emphasizes the need to accord the highest priority to poverty eradication within the United Nations 
development agenda, while stressing the importance of addressing the causes and challenges of poverty through 
integrated, coordinated and coherent strategies at the national, intergovernmental and inter-agency levels; 

 5. Also emphasizes that the major United Nations conferences and summits, including the Millennium 
Summit, the 2005 World Summit, the high-level plenary meeting of the General Assembly on the Millennium 
Development Goals and the International Conference on Financing for Development, in its Monterrey Consensus,41 

have reinforced the priority and urgency of poverty eradication within the United Nations development agenda; 

_______________ 
40 E/CN.5/2012/3.  
41 Report of the International Conference on Financing for Development, Monterrey, Mexico, 18–22 March 2002 (United Nations 
publication, Sales No. E.02.II.A.7), chap. I, resolution 1, annex.  
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 6. Reaffirms that each country has the primary responsibility for its own economic and social development 
and that the role of national policies and development strategies cannot be overemphasized, and underlines the 
importance of adopting effective measures, including new financial mechanisms, as appropriate, to support the 
efforts of developing countries to achieve sustained economic growth, sustainable development, poverty eradication 
and the strengthening of their democratic systems; 

 7. Expresses deep concern that the ongoing adverse impact of the world financial and economic crisis, 
volatile food and energy prices and food insecurity and the challenges posed by climate change, as well as the lack 
of results so far in the multilateral trade negotiations, have negative implications for social development; 

 8. Emphasizes that poverty eradication policies should tackle poverty by addressing its root and structural 
causes and manifestations, and that equity and the reduction of inequalities need to be incorporated into those 
policies; 

 9. Stresses that poverty eradication policies should, inter alia, ensure, for people living in poverty, access to 
education, health, social protection, water and sanitation and other public and social services, as well as to 
productive resources, including credit, land, training, technology, knowledge and information, and ensure that 
citizens and local communities participate in decision-making on social development policies and programmes in 
this regard; 

 10. Recognizes the need to formulate social development policies in an integral, articulated and participative 
manner, recognizing poverty as a multidimensional phenomenon, calls for interlinked public policies on this matter, 
underlines the need for public policies to be included in a comprehensive development and well-being strategy, and 
invites Governments to consider developing complementary measures that better reflect the multidimensionality of 
poverty; 

 11. Also recognizes that the social integration of people living in poverty should encompass addressing and 
meeting their basic human needs, including nutrition, health, water, sanitation, housing and access to education and 
employment, through integrated development strategies; 

 12. Further recognizes the need to promote respect for all human rights and fundamental freedoms in order 
to address the most pressing social needs of people living in poverty; 

 13. Reaffirms the commitment to gender equality and the empowerment of women, as well as to the 
mainstreaming of a gender perspective into all development efforts, recognizing that these are critical for achieving 
sustainable development and for efforts to combat hunger, poverty and disease and to strengthen policies and 
programmes that improve, ensure and broaden the full participation of women in all spheres of political, economic, 
social and cultural life, as equal partners, and to improve their access to all resources needed for the full exercise of 
all their human rights and fundamental freedoms by removing persistent barriers, including ensuring equal access to 
full and productive employment and decent work, as well as strengthening their economic independence; 

 14. Also reaffirms the commitment to promote opportunities for full, freely chosen and productive 
employment, including for the disadvantaged, as well as decent work for all, with full respect for fundamental 
principles and rights at work under conditions of equity, equality, security and dignity, and further reaffirms that 
macroeconomic policies should, inter alia, support employment creation, taking fully into account the social and 
environmental impact and dimensions of globalization, and that these concepts are key elements of sustainable 
development for all countries and are therefore a priority objective of international cooperation; 

 15. Further reaffirms that there is an urgent need to create an environment at the national and international 
levels that is conducive to the attainment of full and productive employment and decent work for all as a foundation 
for sustainable development and that an environment that supports investment, growth and entrepreneurship is 
essential to the creation of new job opportunities, and also reaffirms that opportunities for men and women to obtain 
productive work in conditions of freedom, equity, security and human dignity are essential to ensuring the 
eradication of hunger and poverty, the improvement of economic and social well-being for all, the achievement of 
sustained economic growth and sustainable development of all nations and a fully inclusive and equitable 
globalization; 

 16. Notes with concern the continuing high levels of unemployment and underemployment, particularly 
among young people, recognizes that decent work remains one of the best routes out of poverty, and in this regard 
invites donor countries, multilateral organizations and other development partners to continue to support Member 
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States, in particular developing countries, in their efforts to promote full and productive employment and decent 
work for all, taking into account the resolution entitled “Recovering from the crisis: a Global Jobs Pact”, adopted on 
19 June 2009 by the International Labour Conference at its ninety-eighth session; 

 17. Reaffirms that social integration policies should seek to reduce inequalities, promote access to basic 
social services, education for all and health care, eliminate discrimination, increase the participation and integration 
of social groups, particularly young people, older persons and persons with disabilities, and address the challenges 
to social development posed by globalization and market-driven reforms, in order for all people in all countries to 
benefit from globalization; 

 18. Also reaffirms the critical role of both formal and non-formal education in the achievement of poverty 
eradication and other development goals as envisaged in the United Nations Millennium Declaration,35 and in this 
context recalls the Dakar Framework for Action, adopted at the World Education Forum in 2000;42 

 19. Recalls the commitment, undertaken at the high-level plenary meeting of the General Assembly on the 
Millennium Development Goals, held in 2010, to redouble efforts to reduce maternal and child mortality and 
improve the health of women and children, including through strengthened national health systems, efforts to 
combat HIV/AIDS, improved nutrition and access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation, making use of 
enhanced global partnerships;37 

 20. Notes with grave concern the vicious cycle whereby non-communicable diseases and their risk factors 
worsen poverty, while poverty contributes to rising rates of non-communicable diseases, posing a threat to public 
health and economic and social development, and in this regard stresses the importance of the prevention and 
control of non-communicable diseases, including through multisectoral actions, and encourages the continued 
inclusion of non-communicable diseases in development cooperation agendas and initiatives; 

 21. Stresses that the benefits of economic growth should be distributed more equitably, and in that regard 
calls upon States to promote more equitable participation in and access to economic growth gains through, inter alia, 
policies that ensure inclusive labour markets and by implementing socially responsive macroeconomic policies in 
which employment has a key role and social inclusion strategies that promote social integration, including through 
social protection floors, including for those who are in vulnerable or marginalized situations; 

 22. Underlines the need for substantial additional investment and better policies and enhanced international 
cooperation in support of sustainable agricultural development, while paying special attention to the diversification 
of rural incomes, including by promoting the development of microenterprises and small and medium-sized 
enterprises among the rural poor; 

 23. Urges developed countries that have not yet done so in accordance with their commitments to make 
concrete efforts towards meeting the targets of 0.70 per cent of their gross national product for official development 
assistance to developing countries and 0.15 to 0.20 per cent of their gross national product to least developed 
countries, and encourages developing countries to build on the progress achieved in ensuring that official 
development assistance is used effectively to help to meet development goals and targets; 

 24. Urges Governments, with the cooperation of relevant entities, including social partners, to develop 
systems of social protection and to extend or broaden, as appropriate, their effectiveness and coverage, including for 
workers in the informal economy, recognizing the need for social protection systems to provide social security and 
support labour market participation, and also urges Governments, while taking account of national circumstances, to 
focus on the needs of those living in or vulnerable to poverty and to give particular consideration to universal access 
to basic social security systems, recognizing that social protection floors can provide a systemic base to address 
poverty and vulnerability; 

 25. Encourages Member States to design and implement policies and strategies for poverty eradication, full 
employment and decent work for all, including the promotion of full and productive employment that is 
appropriately and adequately remunerated, as well as policies and strategies for social integration that promote 

_______________ 
42 See United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, Final Report of the World Education Forum, Dakar, Senegal,  
26–28 April 2000 (Paris, 2000).  
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gender equality and the empowerment of women and that address the specific needs of social groups such as young 
people, persons with disabilities, older persons, migrants and indigenous peoples, taking into account the concerns 
of these groups in the planning, implementation and evaluation of development programmes and policies; 

 26. Calls upon Member States to continue their ambitious efforts to strive for more inclusive, equitable, 
balanced, stable and development-oriented sustainable socioeconomic approaches to overcoming poverty and 
inequality; 

 27. Stresses that the international community shall enhance its efforts to create an enabling environment for 
social development and poverty eradication through increasing market access for developing countries, technology 
transfer on mutually agreed terms, financial aid and a comprehensive solution to the external debt problem; 

 28. Acknowledges that good governance and the rule of law at the national and international levels are 
essential for sustained economic growth, sustainable development and the eradication of poverty and hunger; 

 29. Invites all stakeholders, including Member States, relevant organizations of the United Nations system 
and regional and civil society organizations, to share the good practices of programmes and policies that address 
inequalities for the benefit of those living in extreme poverty and promote the active participation of those living in 
extreme poverty in the design and implementation of such programmes and policies, with the aim of accelerating 
progress towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals; 

 30. Requests the United Nations system to continue to support national efforts of Member States to achieve 
inclusive social development in a coherent and coordinated manner; 

 31. Notes that the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development was held in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, from 20 to 22 June 2012; 

 32. Requests the Secretary-General to include in his report entitled “Implementation of the outcome of the 
World Summit for Social Development and of the twenty-fourth special session of the General Assembly”, to be 
submitted to the Assembly at its sixty-seventh session, policy recommendations on the issue of poverty eradication, 
taking into account the discussions held at the fiftieth session of the Commission for Social Development under the 
priority theme. 

46th plenary meeting 
26 July 2012 

 

2012/10. Preparations for and observance of the twentieth anniversary of the International Year of the 
Family 

 The Economic and Social Council, 

 Recalling General Assembly resolutions 44/82 of 8 December 1989, 47/237 of 20 September 1993, 50/142 of 
21 December 1995, 52/81 of 12 December 1997, 54/124 of 17 December 1999, 56/113 of 19 December 2001, 
57/164 of 18 December 2002, 58/15 of 3 December 2003, 59/111 of 6 December 2004, 59/147 of 20 December 
2004, 60/133 of 16 December 2005, 62/129 of 18 December 2007, 64/133 of 18 December 2009 and 66/126 of 
19 December 2011 concerning the proclamation of, preparations for and observance of the International Year of the 
Family and its tenth and twentieth anniversaries, 

 Recognizing that the preparations for and observance of the twentieth anniversary of the International Year 
provide a useful opportunity for drawing further attention to the objectives of the International Year for increasing 
cooperation at all levels on family issues and for undertaking concerted actions to strengthen family-centred policies 
and programmes as part of an integrated, comprehensive approach to development, 

 Recognizing also that the follow-up to the International Year is an integral part of the agenda and of the multi-
year programme of work of the Commission for Social Development until 2014, 

 Noting the active role of the United Nations in enhancing international cooperation in family-related issues, 
particularly in the areas of research and information, including the compilation, analysis and dissemination of data, 
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 Noting also the importance of designing, implementing and monitoring family-oriented policies, especially in 
the areas of poverty eradication, full employment and decent work, work-family balance, social integration and 
intergenerational solidarity, 

 Stressing the importance of creating a conducive environment to strengthen and support all families, 
recognizing that equality between women and men and respect for all the human rights and fundamental freedoms 
of all family members are essential to family well-being and to society at large, 

 Recognizing that the overall objectives of the International Year and its follow-up processes continue to guide 
national and international efforts to improve family well-being worldwide, 

 Emphasizing that it is necessary to increase coordination of the activities of the United Nations system on 
family-related issues in order to contribute fully to the effective implementation of the objectives of the International 
Year and its follow-up processes, 

 1. Welcomes the report of the Secretary-General on the preparations for and observance of the twentieth 
anniversary of the International Year of the Family in 201443 and the recommendations contained therein; 

 2. Urges Member States to view 2014 as a target year by which concrete efforts will be made to improve 
family well-being through the implementation of effective national policies, strategies and programmes; 

 3. Requests the Commission for Social Development to review annually the preparations for the twentieth 
anniversary of the International Year as part of its agenda and of its multi-year programme of work until 2014; 

 4. Also requests the Commission to adopt the following themes to guide the preparations for the twentieth 
anniversary of the International Year: (a) poverty eradication: confronting family poverty and social exclusion; 
(b) full employment and decent work: ensuring work-family balance; and (c) social integration: advancing social 
integration and intergenerational solidarity; 

 5. Invites Member States to consider undertaking activities in preparation for the twentieth anniversary of 
the International Year at the national level; 

 6. Encourages Member States to strengthen or, if necessary, establish relevant national agencies or 
governmental bodies responsible for the implementation and monitoring of family policies and to research the 
impact of social policies on families; 

 7. Also encourages Member States to continue their efforts to develop appropriate policies to address 
family poverty, social exclusion, work-family balance and intergenerational solidarity and to share good practices in 
those areas; 

 8. Further encourages Member States to adopt effective means of delivering family-centred benefits, such 
as social protection and social transfer programmes, including cash transfer programmes, to reduce family poverty 
and prevent the intergenerational transfer of poverty; 

 9. Encourages Member States to strengthen provisions for parental leave, extend flexible working 
arrangements for employees with family responsibilities, including flexible part-time employment opportunities and 
arrangements, promote gender equality and the empowerment of women, enhance paternal involvement and support 
a wide range of quality childcare arrangements, noting the importance of reconciliation of work and family life and 
recognizing the principle that both parents have common responsibilities for the upbringing and development of the 
child; 

 10. Also encourages Member States to support intergenerational solidarity through the provision of social 
protection schemes, including pensions, and investment in cross-generational facilities, volunteering programmes 
aimed at youth and older persons, and mentoring and job-sharing programmes; 

 11. Recommends United Nations agencies and bodies, including the regional commissions, and invites 
relevant intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations and research and academic institutions, to work 
closely with the Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the Secretariat in a coordinated manner on family-
related issues, including the preparations for the twentieth anniversary of the International Year; 

_______________ 
43 A/67/61-E/2012/3.  
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 12. Encourages the regional commissions, within their respective mandates and resources, to participate in 
the preparatory process for the twentieth anniversary of the International Year and to play an active role in 
facilitating regional cooperation in this regard; 

 13. Invites Member States, non-governmental organizations and academic institutions to support, as appropriate, 
the preparations for regional meetings in observance of the twentieth anniversary of the International Year; 

 14. Invites Member States, United Nations agencies and bodies, civil society organizations and academic 
institutions to continue providing information on their activities in support of the objectives of and preparations for 
the twentieth anniversary of the International Year and to share good practices and data on family policy 
development for inclusion in the relevant reports of the Secretary-General. 

46th plenary meeting 
26 July 2012 

 

2012/11. Mainstreaming disability in the development agenda 

 The Economic and Social Council, 

 Recalling the outcomes of the World Summit for Social Development, held in Copenhagen from 6 to 
12 March 1995,44 and of the twenty-fourth special session of the General Assembly, entitled “World Summit for 
Social Development and beyond: achieving social development for all in a globalizing world”, held in Geneva from 
26 June to 1 July 2000,45 

 Recalling also the World Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons,46 the Standard Rules on the 
Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities47 and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities,48 in which persons with disabilities are recognized as both development agents and beneficiaries in all 
aspects of development, 

 Recalling further its previous resolutions concerning persons with disabilities and further promotion of 
equalization of opportunities and mainstreaming of disability in the development agenda and the relevant 
resolutions adopted by the General Assembly, 

 Welcoming the fact that, since the opening for signature on 30 March 2007 of the Convention and the Optional 
Protocol thereto,49 152 States and 1 regional integration organization have signed and 117 States have ratified or 
acceded to and 1 regional integration organization has formally confirmed the Convention and 90 States have signed 
and 71 States have ratified or acceded to the Optional Protocol, and encouraging all States that have not yet done so 
to consider signing and ratifying the Convention and the Optional Protocol, 

 Noting that the Convention provides comprehensive coverage of the civil, political, economic, social and 
cultural rights of persons with disabilities, 

 Noting also that persons with disabilities, who face a greater risk of living in absolute poverty, make up an 
estimated 15 per cent of the world’s population,50 of whom 80 per cent live in developing countries,51 and 

_______________ 
44 Report of the World Summit for Social Development, Copenhagen, 6–12 March 1995 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.96.IV.8), 
chap. I, resolution 1, annexes I and II.  
45 General Assembly resolution S-24/2, annex.  
46 A/37/351/Add.1 and Corr.1, annex, sect. VIII, recommendation 1 (IV).  
47 General Assembly resolution 48/96, annex.  
48 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 2515, No. 44910.  
49 Ibid., vol. 2518, No. 44910.  
50 According to the World Report on Disability, published in 2011 by the World Health Organization and the World Bank, an estimated 
15 per cent of the world’s population lives with a disability.  
51 In General Assembly resolution 65/186, it is stated that persons with disabilities make up an estimated 10 per cent of the world’s 
population, of whom 80 per cent live in developing countries. The figure of 80 per cent, which originated from the United Nations 
Development Programme, was quoted in a discussion paper entitled “Disability and poverty: a survey of World Bank poverty assessments 
and implications” (Jeanine Braithwaite and Daniel Mont, SP discussion paper No. 0805, World Bank, February 2008).  
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recognizing the importance of international cooperation in supporting national efforts to mainstream disability in the 
development agenda, in particular for developing countries, 

 Convinced that addressing the profound social, cultural and economic disadvantage and exclusion experienced 
by many persons with disabilities, promoting the use of universal design, as appropriate, as well as the progressive 
removal of barriers to the full and effective participation of persons with disabilities in all aspects of development, 
and promoting their equal enjoyment of civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights will further the 
equalization of opportunities and contribute to the realization of a “society for all” in the twenty-first century, 

 Noting that, while progress has already been made by Governments, the international community and the 
United Nations system in mainstreaming disability as an integral part of the global development agenda, major 
challenges remain, 

 Emphasizing the importance of the collection and compilation of national data and information regarding the 
situation of persons with disabilities, following existing guidelines on disability statistics, that are disaggregated by 
gender and age, which could be used by Governments to enable their development policy planning, monitoring, 
evaluation and implementation to be disability-sensitive, in particular in the achievement of the Millennium 
Development Goals for persons with disabilities, while reiterating the request to the United Nations system to 
facilitate technical assistance within existing resources, including the provision of assistance, in particular to 
developing countries, for capacity-building and for the collection and compilation of national and regional data and 
statistics on disabilities, 

 Underlining the importance of mobilizing resources at all levels for the successful implementation of the 
Standard Rules, the World Programme of Action and the Convention, and recognizing the importance of 
international cooperation and its promotion in support of national efforts, in particular in developing countries, 

 Stressing the importance of multi-stakeholder partnerships and international cooperation in combating 
discrimination based on disability and in mainstreaming disability in the global development agenda for the 
promotion of the linkages between disability and global development priorities, including poverty reduction and 
sustainable development, 

 1. Welcomes the decision of the General Assembly to hold a one-day high-level meeting, at the level of 
Heads of State and Government, during its sixty-eighth session, with the overarching theme “The way forward: a 
disability-inclusive development agenda towards 2015 and beyond”, in order to strengthen efforts to ensure 
accessibility for and inclusion of persons with disabilities in all aspects of development efforts; 

 2. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Secretary-General;52 

 3. Welcomes the work of the Special Rapporteur on disability of the Commission for Social Development, 
and takes note of his report;53 

 4. Also welcomes the establishment of the Multi-Donor Trust Fund for the United Nations Partnership to 
Promote the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and encourages Member States and other stakeholders to support 
the objectives of the Trust Fund, including by providing voluntary contributions; 

 5. Calls upon Member States and United Nations bodies and agencies to include disability issues and 
persons with disabilities in their efforts to achieve the Millennium Development Goals and, in reviewing progress 
towards the achievement of the Goals, to assess the extent to which persons with disabilities have benefited from 
those efforts; 

 6. Encourages all Member States, concerned intergovernmental organizations, international and regional 
organizations, civil society, in particular organizations of persons with disabilities, and the private sector to engage in 
cooperative arrangements and strategic partnerships to facilitate technical cooperation to advance disability-inclusive 
development; 

_______________ 
52 E/CN.5/2012/6.  
53 See E/CN.5/2012/7.  
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 7. Encourages stakeholders at the regional and subregional levels to include the perspectives of persons 
with disabilities in all forms of development cooperation, including South-South and triangular cooperation, in order 
to build collaborative frameworks for mainstreaming disability, including the promotion and protection of the rights 
of persons with disabilities, at the national level; 

 8. Encourages Member States, the United Nations system, within its existing resources, and other 
stakeholders to improve data and statistics on disability, taking into account existing guidelines published by the 
United Nations, as a basis for strengthening evidence-based policymaking and to share good practices and 
experiences in order to overcome barriers and further advance disability-inclusive development; 

 9. Urges the United Nations to enhance partnerships for international cooperation between the United 
Nations system and regional and subregional organizations and to enhance its role in forging partnerships with a 
wide range of stakeholders, in particular with organizations of persons with disabilities and the private sector, to 
provide opportunities and forums, within existing resources, for promoting linkages between disability and the 
mainstream development agenda; 

 10. Calls upon the international community to seize every opportunity to include disability as a cross-cutting 
issue in the global development agenda, including in the setting up of the post-2015 United Nations development 
framework, in the dialogues and outcomes of relevant United Nations development conferences and in the 
quadrennial comprehensive policy review process, as appropriate; 

 11. Emphasizes the need for measures to ensure that women and girls with disabilities are not subject to 
multiple or aggravated forms of discrimination or excluded from participation in the implementation of the 
international development goals, and the need to eliminate existing inequalities between women and men with 
disabilities; 

 12. Encourages the Special Rapporteur to collaborate, as appropriate, with all relevant stakeholders, 
including special procedures mandate holders of the Human Rights Council, in accordance with his or her mandate; 

 13. Requests the Special Rapporteur to submit to the Commission at its fifty-first session an annual report on 
his activities on mainstreaming disability in the development agenda; 

 14. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare a report on the implementation of the present resolution for 
submission to the Commission at its fifty-first session, as a contribution to the upcoming high-level meeting of the 
General Assembly. 

46th plenary meeting 
26 July 2012 

 

2012/12. Strategy for the period 2012–2015 for the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

 The Economic and Social Council, 

 Recalling General Assembly resolution 66/8 of 11 November 2011 on programme planning, 

 Recalling also Commission on Narcotic Drugs resolution 54/10 of 25 March 201154 and Commission on 
Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice resolution 20/1 of 13 April 2011,55 in which the Commissions requested the 
Secretariat and the standing open-ended intergovernmental working group on improving the governance and 
financial situation of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime to develop, as follow-up to the strategy for the 
period 2008–2011 for the Office, an updated strategy for the period 2012–2015 and to present such a strategy to the 
Commissions for their consideration, and urged the Secretariat to continue to ensure that the updated strategy, as 
approved by Member States and as reflected in the strategic frameworks covering the bienniums 2012–2013 and 
2014–2015, guides the formulation of clearly defined objectives, improved benchmarks and performance indicators 
measuring both qualitatively and quantitatively the impact of the work of the Office, in full compliance with 
relevant resolutions of the General Assembly on results-based budgeting, 

_______________ 
54 See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 2011, Supplement No. 8 (E/2011/28), chap. I, sect. C.  
55 Ibid., Supplement No. 10 (E/2011/30), chap. I, sect. D.  
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 1. Approves the strategy for the period 2012–2015 for the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime;56 

 2. Requests the Executive Director of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime to ensure that the 
strategy for the period 2012–2015 is reflected in the strategic framework for the period 2014–2015 and to present 
the latter to the relevant intergovernmental bodies, for their consideration and approval. 

46th plenary meeting 
26 July 2012 

 

2012/13. Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners 

 The Economic and Social Council 

 Recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

 The General Assembly, 

 Bearing in mind the long-standing concern of the United Nations for the humanization of criminal 
justice and the protection of human rights, 

 Reaffirming the importance of the United Nations standards and norms in crime prevention and criminal 
justice, and especially of promoting their implementation, 

 Emphasizing that in the Salvador Declaration on Comprehensive Strategies for Global Challenges: 
Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Systems and Their Development in a Changing World,57 Member 
States recognized that an effective, fair and humane criminal justice system was based on the commitment to 
uphold the protection of human rights in the administration of justice and the prevention and control of crime 
and acknowledged the value and impact of the United Nations standards and norms in designing and 
implementing national crime prevention and criminal justice policies, laws, procedures and programmes, 

 Recalling its resolution 65/230 of 21 December 2010, entitled “Twelfth United Nations Congress on 
Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice”, in which it requested the Commission on Crime Prevention and 
Criminal Justice to establish an open-ended intergovernmental expert group to exchange information on best 
practices, as well as national legislation and existing international law, and on the revision of existing United 
Nations standard minimum rules for the treatment of prisoners so that they reflected recent advances in 
correctional science and best practices, with a view to making recommendations to the Commission on 
possible next steps, and requested the expert group to report to the Commission on progress in its work, 

 Aware that the penitentiary system is one of the key components of the criminal justice system and that 
the Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners58 have been of value and influence in the 
development of correctional laws, policies and practices, 

 Convinced that prisons should be used as a punishment only for individuals who have committed serious 
offences or when necessary to protect the public, 

 Convinced also that specific efforts should be made to use alternative measures, in accordance with the 
United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for Non-custodial Measures (the Tokyo Rules),59 

 Taking into account the progressive development of international instruments pertaining to the treatment 
of prisoners since 1955, in particular the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 
Treatment or Punishment60 and the Optional Protocol thereto,61 

_______________ 
56 E/CN.7/2011/9/Add.2-E/CN.15/2011/9/Add.2.  
57 General Assembly resolution 65/230, annex.  
58 Human Rights: A Compilation of International Instruments, Volume I (First Part), Universal Instruments (United Nations publication, 
Sales No. E.02.XIV.4 (Vol. I, Part 1)), sect. J, No. 34.  
59 General Assembly resolution 45/110, annex.  
60 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1465, No. 24841.  
61 Ibid., vol. 2375, No. 24841.  
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 Taking into account also the relevance of the procedures for the effective implementation of the 
Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners, approved by the Economic and Social Council in its 
resolution 1984/47 of 25 May 1984, the Body of Principles for the Protection of All Persons under Any Form 
of Detention or Imprisonment,62 the Basic Principles for the Treatment of Prisoners,63 the United Nations 
Rules for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their Liberty64 and the United Nations Rules for the 
Treatment of Women Prisoners and Non-custodial Measures for Women Offenders (the Bangkok Rules),65 

 Taking into account further the work carried out by the Latin American Standing Committee of the 
International Penal and Penitentiary Foundation for the revision and updating of the Standard Minimum Rules 
for the Treatment of Prisoners, presented to the Twelfth United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and 
Criminal Justice, held in Salvador, Brazil, from 12 to 19 April 2010, as well as the 2011 study on the extent of 
implementation of the Standard Minimum Rules by African countries, conducted by the African Institute for 
the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, 

 Taking note with appreciation of the development by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime of 
the handbook for prison leaders, the handbook on the international transfer of sentenced persons, the 
handbook on strategies to reduce prison overcrowding (in cooperation with the International Committee of the 
Red Cross) and the handbook on the prevention of recidivism and the social reintegration of offenders, 

 1. Expresses appreciation for the replies of Member States to the request to exchange information on 
best practices and on the revision of existing United Nations standard minimum rules for the treatment of 
prisoners; 

 2. Takes note of the work done by the high-level expert group meeting held in Santo Domingo from 
3 to 5 August 2011 and the expert group meeting held in Vienna on 6 and 7 October 2011; 

 3. Acknowledges the work done by the open-ended intergovernmental Expert Group on the Standard 
Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners, which drew on the outcome of the two expert group meetings 
mentioned above; 

 4. Recognizes that the Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners,58 adopted by the 
First United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders in 1955 and 
approved by the Economic and Social Council in its resolution 663 C (XXIV) of 31 July 1957 and extended 
by the Council by its resolution 2076 (LXII) of 13 May 1977, have stood the test of time and that they remain 
the universally acknowledged minimum standards for the detention of prisoners; 

 5. Also recognizes that some areas of the Standard Minimum Rules could be reviewed so that the 
Rules reflect the latest advances in correctional science and good practices, provided that any changes to the 
Rules would not lower any existing standards; 

 6. Takes cognizance of the recommendations of the Expert Group,66 and notes that the Expert Group 
identified the following preliminary areas for possible consideration: 

 (a) Respect for prisoners’ inherent dignity and value as human beings; 

 (b) Medical and health services; 

 (c) Disciplinary action and punishment, including the role of medical staff, solitary confinement and 
reduction of diet; 

 (d) Investigation of all deaths in custody, as well as any signs or allegations of torture or inhuman or 
degrading treatment or punishment of prisoners; 

_______________ 
62 General Assembly resolution 43/173, annex.  
63 General Assembly resolution 45/111, annex.  
64 General Assembly resolution 45/113, annex.  
65 General Assembly resolution 65/229, annex.  
66 See E/CN.15/2012/18; the recommendations should be considered in the context of the deliberations of the meeting of the Expert 
Group. 
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 (e) Protection and special needs of vulnerable groups deprived of their liberty, taking into 
consideration countries in difficult circumstances; 

 (f) The right of access to legal representation; 

 (g) Complaints and independent inspection; 

 (h) The replacement of outdated terminology; 

 (i) Training of relevant staff to implement the Standard Minimum Rules; 

 7. Underscores that the requirements and needs of prisoners with disabilities should be duly 
considered, as applicable, in accordance with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities;67 

 8. Authorizes the Expert Group to continue its work, within its mandate, with a view to reporting on 
its progress to the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice at its twenty-second session, and 
requests the Secretary-General to ensure that the required services and support are provided; 

 9. Invites Member States to actively participate in the next meeting of the Expert Group and to have a 
report prepared summarizing discussions and recommendations, including comments and concerns expressed 
by Government experts and other participants; 

 10. Expresses its gratitude to the Government of Argentina for its readiness to host the next meeting of 
the Expert Group; 

 11. Takes note of the work accomplished for the preparation of the conference room paper containing 
notes and comments on the Standard Minimum Rules, and recommends its early translation into all other 
official languages of the United Nations, as well as its wide dissemination; 

 12. Encourages Member States to promote the implementation of the United Nations Rules for the 
Treatment of Women Prisoners and Non-custodial Measures for Women Offenders (the Bangkok Rules);65 

 13. Recommends that Member States endeavour to reduce overcrowding and pretrial detention, where 
appropriate, and promote increased access to justice and legal defence mechanisms, reinforcing alternatives to 
imprisonment, which may include, inter alia, fines, community service, restorative justice and electronic 
monitoring, as well as supporting rehabilitation and reintegration programmes; 

 14. Encourages Member States to continue exchanging good practices, such as those regarding 
conflict resolution in detention facilities, including in the area of technical assistance, as well as identifying 
challenges faced in implementing the Standard Minimum Rules and sharing their experiences in dealing with 
those challenges, and to provide the relevant information to their experts participating in the Expert Group; 

 15. Reiterates its request to the Secretary-General to continue to promote the use and application of 
the United Nations standards and norms in crime prevention and criminal justice by, inter alia, providing 
advisory services and technical assistance to Member States on request, including assistance in criminal justice 
and law reform, and in the organization of training for law enforcement and criminal justice personnel and 
support in the administration and management of penal and penitentiary systems, thus contributing to the 
upgrading of their efficiency and capabilities; 

 16. Reaffirms the important role of the United Nations crime prevention and criminal justice 
programme network, intergovernmental organizations and non-governmental organizations in consultative 
status with the Economic and Social Council in contributing to the dissemination, promotion and practical 
application of the Standard Minimum Rules, in accordance with the procedures for the effective 
implementation of the Rules;68 

 17. Invites Member States and other donors to provide extrabudgetary resources for these purposes, in 
accordance with the rules and procedures of the United Nations. 

46th plenary meeting 
26 July 2012 

_______________ 
67 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 2515, No. 44910.  
68  Resolution 1984/47, annex. 
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2012/14. Strengthening the rule of law and the reform of criminal justice institutions, particularly i n the 
areas related to the United Nations system-wide approach to fighting transnational organized 
crime and drug trafficking 

 The Economic and Social Council 

 Recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

 The General Assembly, 

 Recalling its resolution 66/102 of 9 December 2011, entitled “The rule of law at the national and 
international levels”, in which it reaffirmed its commitment to the purposes and principles of the Charter of the 
United Nations and international law, which are indispensable foundations of a more peaceful, prosperous and 
just world, and reiterated its determination to foster strict respect for them and to establish a just and lasting 
peace all over the world, 

 Stressing the importance of a well-functioning, efficient, effective and humane criminal justice system as 
the basis for a successful strategy against transnational organized crime, corruption, terrorism, drug trafficking 
and other forms of trafficking, 

 Greatly concerned by the negative impact of organized crime on human rights, the rule of law, security 
and development, as well as by the sophistication, diversity and transnational aspects of organized crime and 
its links with other criminal and, in some cases, terrorist activities, 

 Recognizing the importance of the rule of law to all areas of engagement within the United Nations 
system, and noting with appreciation the progress made in ensuring coherence and coordination of activities to 
support the rule of law, in cooperation with the Rule of Law Coordination and Resource Group, while 
recognizing the different mandates of different United Nations entities, 

 Recalling Economic and Social Council resolutions 2004/25 of 21 July 2004, 2005/21 of 22 July 2005 
and 2006/25 of 27 July 2006 on strengthening the rule of law and the reform of criminal justice institutions, as 
well as the assistance activities of the United Nations crime prevention and criminal justice programme in that 
area, including in post-conflict reconstruction, and aware of the leading role of the Department of 
Peacekeeping Operations of the Secretariat, among other entities, in providing assistance to countries in post-
conflict situations, 

 Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolutions 2009/23 of 30 July 2009, entitled “Support for 
the development and implementation of the regional programmes of the United Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime”, and 2010/20 of 22 July 2010, entitled “Support for the development and implementation of an 
integrated approach to programme development at the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime”, 

 Recalling further the Salvador Declaration on Comprehensive Strategies for Global Challenges: Crime 
Prevention and Criminal Justice Systems and Their Development in a Changing World,69 in which Member 
States recognized the centrality of crime prevention and the criminal justice system to the rule of law and that 
long-term, sustainable economic and social development and the establishment of a functioning, efficient, 
effective and humane criminal justice system have a positive influence on each other, 

 Bearing in mind that the rule of law will include, inter alia, fostering respect for the rule of law culture 
and legislative, executive and judicial institutions needed to make and administer effective laws and trust and 
confidence that law-making will be responsive to the concerns and needs of the population and that the 
administration of law will be just, efficient and transparent, 

 Convinced of the negative impact of corruption, which erodes public confidence, legitimacy and 
transparency and impedes the making of fair and effective laws, as well as their administration, enforcement 
and adjudication, 

_______________ 
69 General Assembly resolution 65/230, annex.  
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 Stressing the importance of the rule of law, both nationally and internationally, as an essential element in 
addressing and preventing organized crime and corruption, 

 Recognizing the value of the efforts being made throughout the United Nations system to strengthen 
activities aimed at promoting the rule of law, including the establishment of the Rule of Law Coordination and 
Resource Group and the Rule of Law Unit in the Executive Office of the Secretary-General, 

 Noting with appreciation the establishment by the Secretary-General of the United Nations system task 
force on transnational organized crime and drug trafficking as threats to security and stability for the purpose 
of developing within the United Nations system an effective and comprehensive approach to transnational 
organized crime and drug trafficking, and reaffirming the crucial role of Member States as reflected in the 
Charter of the United Nations, 

 Acknowledging that the United Nations standards and norms in crime prevention and criminal justice are 
important tools for establishing fair and effective criminal justice systems enshrined in the rule of law and that 
their use and application in the provision of technical assistance should be enhanced, as appropriate, 

 1. Calls upon relevant entities of the United Nations system to continue cooperating and coordinating 
their activities, within their respective mandates, to promote a more integrated approach to the provision of 
assistance for building capacity in the area of the rule of law and criminal justice reform and to further explore 
joint projects in that area; 

 2. Also calls upon relevant entities of the United Nations system to systematically take into account 
the various aspects of the rule of law in their programmes, projects and other activities related to crime 
prevention and criminal justice and to include in them all segments of the population, particularly women; 

 3. Reaffirms the importance of the United Nations crime prevention and criminal justice programme 
in promoting effective action to strengthen international cooperation in crime prevention and criminal justice; 

 4. Also reaffirms the importance of the work of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, in the 
fulfilment of its mandate on crime prevention and criminal justice, to provide to Member States, upon request 
and as a matter of high priority, technical assistance, advisory services and other forms of assistance and to 
coordinate with and complement the work of all relevant and competent United Nations bodies and offices, 
taking into account their respective mandates; 

 5. Strongly encourages all States to enhance bilateral, regional and international cooperation, in 
accordance with their domestic legislation, to counter the challenges posed by transnational organized crime 
and drug trafficking; 

 6. Encourages the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime to incorporate relevant elements of the 
rule of law into its programmes and projects pertaining to crime prevention and criminal justice, in 
coordination, as appropriate, with other relevant United Nations entities, inter alia, the Rule of Law Coordination 
and Resource Group, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and the 
Department of Peacekeeping Operations; 

 7. Also encourages the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime to continue to provide technical 
assistance and advisory services to Member States, upon request, in support of criminal justice reform and to 
incorporate the rule of law into such assistance, as appropriate, including within the framework of 
peacebuilding, peacekeeping and post-conflict reconstruction, and to promote relevant international legal 
instruments, including the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and the 
Protocols thereto,70 the United Nations Convention against Corruption71 and the United Nations Convention 
against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances of 1988,72  as well as relevant 
international anti-terrorism instruments, as appropriate, also drawing on the existing United Nations standards 
and norms in crime prevention and criminal justice; 

_______________ 
70 United Nations, Treaty Series, vols. 2225, 2237, 2241 and 2326, No. 39574.  
71 Ibid., vol. 2349, No. 42146.  
72 Ibid., vol. 1582, No. 27627.  
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 8. Welcomes the progress made by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, within its 
mandate and in close consultation with Member States and regional entities, in developing and implementing 
an integrated programme approach to technical assistance, comprising thematic and regional programmes for 
its delivery; 

 9. Encourages the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime to continue developing tools and 
training material on crime prevention and criminal justice reform, based on international standards and norms; 

 10. Reiterates its recommendation, made in its resolution 66/181 of 19 December 2011, that Member 
States, as appropriate to their national contexts, adopt a comprehensive and integrated approach to crime 
prevention and criminal justice reform, based on baseline assessments and data collection and focusing on all 
sectors of the justice system, and develop crime prevention policies, strategies and programmes, and its 
request in that resolution to the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime to continue to provide technical 
assistance, upon request, to Member States for that purpose; 

 11. Requests the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime to continue to provide technical 
assistance, within its mandate, to Member States, upon request, in relation to the rule of law and long-term 
sustainable criminal justice reform; 

 12. Urges Member States providing development assistance to countries emerging from conflict to 
increase, where relevant, their bilateral assistance in crime prevention and criminal justice to those countries, 
and recommends that such assistance could, upon request, include elements relating to the rule of law; 

 13. Invites the institutes of the United Nations crime prevention and criminal justice programme 
network to include in their work programmes the issue of the rule of law, particularly aspects pertaining to 
crime prevention and criminal justice, with a view to understanding whether there are links between 
transnational organized crime, drug trafficking and corruption, and, if so, to establish the degree and nature of 
those links as well as the challenges they may pose to the rule of law, and to develop appropriate training 
material; 

 14. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assembly at its sixty-eighth session a 
report on the implementation of the present resolution; 

 15. Invites Member States and other donors to provide extrabudgetary resources for these purposes in 
accordance with the rules and procedures of the United Nations. 

46th plenary meeting 
26 July 2012 

 

2012/15. United Nations Principles and Guidelines on Access to Legal Aid in Criminal Justice Systems 

 The Economic and Social Council 

 Recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

 The General Assembly, 

 Recalling the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,73 which enshrines the key principles of equality 
before the law and the presumption of innocence, as well as the right to a fair and public hearing by an 
independent and impartial tribunal, along with all the guarantees necessary for the defence of anyone charged 
with a penal offence, other minimum guarantees and the entitlement to be tried without undue delay, 

 Recalling also the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,74 in particular article 14 thereof, 
which states that everyone charged with a criminal offence shall be entitled to be tried in his or her presence 
and to defend himself or herself in person or through legal assistance of his or her own choosing or assigned to 

_______________ 
73 General Assembly resolution 217 A (III).  
74 See General Assembly resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.  
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him or her where the interests of justice so require, in a fair and public hearing by a competent, independent 
and impartial tribunal established by law, 

 Bearing in mind the Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners,75 approved by the 
Economic and Social Council in its resolution 663 C (XXIV) of 31 July 1957 and extended by the Council by 
its resolution 2076 (LXII) of 13 May 1977, according to which an untried prisoner, for the purposes of his or 
her defence, shall be allowed to receive visits from his or her legal adviser, 

 Bearing in mind also the Body of Principles for the Protection of All Persons under Any Form of 
Detention or Imprisonment,76 principle 11 of which states that a detained person shall have the right to defend 
himself or herself or to be assisted by counsel as prescribed by law, 

 Bearing in mind further the Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers,77 in particular principle 6 thereof, 
which states that any persons who do not have a lawyer shall, in all cases in which the interests of justice so 
require, be entitled to have a lawyer of experience and competence commensurate with the nature of the 
offence assigned to them in order to provide effective legal assistance, without payment by them if they lack 
sufficient means to pay for such services, 

 Recalling the Bangkok Declaration on Synergies and Responses: Strategic Alliances in Crime 
Prevention and Criminal Justice,78 especially paragraph 18 thereof, in which Member States are called upon to 
take steps, in accordance with their domestic laws, to promote access to justice, to consider the provision of 
legal aid to those who need it and to enable the effective assertion of their rights in the criminal justice system, 

 Recalling also the Salvador Declaration on Comprehensive Strategies for Global Challenges: Crime 
Prevention and Criminal Justice Systems and Their Development in a Changing World,79  especially 
paragraph 52 thereof, in which it is recommended that Member States endeavour to reduce pretrial detention, 
where appropriate, and promote increased access to justice and legal defence mechanisms, 

 Recalling further Economic and Social Council resolution 2007/24 of 26 July 2007 on international 
cooperation for the improvement of access to legal aid in criminal justice systems, particularly in Africa, 

 Recognizing that legal aid is an essential element of a fair, humane and efficient criminal justice system 
that is based on the rule of law and that it is a foundation for the enjoyment of other rights, including the right 
to a fair trial, as a precondition to exercising such rights and an important safeguard that ensures fundamental 
fairness and public trust in the criminal justice process, 

 Recognizing also that the United Nations Principles and Guidelines on Access to Legal Aid in Criminal 
Justice Systems, annexed to the present resolution, can be applied by Member States, taking into account the 
great variety of legal systems and socioeconomic conditions in the world, 

 1. Notes with appreciation the work of the open-ended intergovernmental expert group on 
strengthening access to legal aid in criminal justice systems, at its meeting held in Vienna from 16 to 
18 November 2011, to develop a set of principles and guidelines on access to legal aid in criminal justice 
systems; 

 2. Adopts the United Nations Principles and Guidelines on Access to Legal Aid in Criminal Justice 
Systems, annexed to the present resolution, as a useful framework to guide Member States on the principles 
on which a legal aid system in criminal justice should be based, taking into account the content of the present 
resolution and the fact that all elements of the annex will be applied in accordance with national legislation; 

_______________ 
75 Human Rights: A Compilation of International Instruments, Volume I (First Part), Universal Instruments (United Nations publication, 
Sales No. E.02.XIV.4 (Vol. I, Part 1)), sect. J, No. 34.  
76 General Assembly resolution 43/173, annex.  
77 Eighth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, Havana, 27 August–7 September 1990: 
report prepared by the Secretariat (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.91.IV.2), chap. I, sect. B.3, annex.  
78 General Assembly resolution 60/177, annex.  
79 General Assembly resolution 65/230, annex.  



Resolutions 

50 
 

 3. Invites Member States, consistent with their national legislation, to adopt and strengthen measures 
to ensure that effective legal aid is provided, in accordance with the spirit of the Principles and Guidelines, 
bearing in mind the diversity of criminal justice systems among different countries and regions around the 
world and the fact that legal aid is developed in accordance with the overall balance of the criminal justice 
system, as well as the circumstances of countries and regions; 

 4. Encourages Member States to consider, where appropriate, the provision of legal aid and to 
provide such aid to the maximum extent possible; 

 5. Also encourages Member States to draw upon the Principles and Guidelines, as appropriate, and in 
accordance with national law, in undertaking national efforts and measures to strengthen access to legal aid in 
criminal justice systems; 

 6. Requests the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, subject to the availability of 
extrabudgetary resources, to continue to provide advisory services and technical assistance to Member States, upon 
request, in the area of criminal justice reform, including restorative justice, alternatives to imprisonment and the 
development of integrated plans for the provision of legal aid; 

 7. Also requests the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, subject to the availability of 
extrabudgetary resources, to make the Principles and Guidelines widely available, including through the 
development of relevant tools such as handbooks and training manuals; 

 8. Invites Member States and other donors to provide extrabudgetary resources for the purposes 
described above, in accordance with the rules and procedures of the United Nations; 

 9. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal 
Justice at its twenty-third session on the implementation of the present resolution. 
 

Annex 

United Nations Principles and Guidelines on Access to Legal Aid in Criminal Justice Systems 

[For the text, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Sixty-seventh Session, Supplement No. 49 
(A/67/49), vol. I, sect. V, resolution 67/187, annex.] 

46th plenary meeting 
26 July 2012 

 

2012/16. Promoting efforts to eliminate violence against migrants, migrant workers and their families 

 The Economic and Social Council 

 Recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

 The General Assembly, 

 Recalling its resolution 66/172 of 19 December 2011, entitled “Protection of migrants”, 

 Recognizing that violence against migrants, migrant workers and their families poses a serious challenge 
to Member States and requires multilateral cooperation among all countries for its eradication, 

 Recognizing also that the challenges include violence perpetrated by organized criminal groups, 
including violence motivated by racism, 

 Deeply concerned about acts of intolerance, discrimination and violence and credible threats of violence 
against migrants, migrant workers and their families, 

 Recognizing that impediments to accessing employment, vocational training, housing, schooling, health 
services and social services, as well as other services that, in accordance with national legislation, are intended 
for use by the public, contribute to the vulnerability of migrants, 

 Noting that the factors that drive people to seek to cross international borders are many and varied and 
that, while the majority may be motivated by economic factors, in some cases migrants may include 
vulnerable groups, 
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 Aware that, as criminals take advantage of migratory flows and attempt to circumvent border controls, 
migrants become more vulnerable to, inter alia, kidnapping, extortion, forced labour, sexual exploitation, 
physical assault, debt servitude and abandonment, 

 Concerned about the large numbers of migrants, especially women and children, who attempt to cross 
international borders without appropriate travel documents, which renders them highly vulnerable, and 
recognizing the obligation of Member States to treat migrants humanely, with full protection of their rights, 
regardless of their immigration status, 

 Bearing in mind the need for a focused and consistent criminal justice approach to crimes committed 
against migrants, in particular women and children, as a group that is especially vulnerable to crime and abuse, 

 Recognizing the importance of the principle of access to justice, and convinced that, without access to 
justice, basic human rights cannot be fully realized, 

 Reaffirming the importance of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,80 in which it is stated that 
everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person, and that no one should be held in slavery or 
servitude or be subjected to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, and that everyone is 
entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in the Declaration, without distinction of any kind, 

 Reaffirming also that effective action to prevent and combat the smuggling of migrants by land, sea and 
air requires a comprehensive international approach, 

 Noting the obligations of Member States under international law, as applicable, to prevent crimes against 
migrants, to investigate such crimes and to punish perpetrators, and bearing in mind that not doing so impairs 
the enjoyment of the human rights and fundamental freedoms of victims of such crimes, 

 Stressing the need for additional cooperation among Member States and between Member States and 
private sector entities to counter transnational organized crime, 

 Stressing also the need to fully implement the United Nations Convention against Transnational 
Organized Crime,81 the Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air, supplementing the 
United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime,82 and the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress 
and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, supplementing the United Nations 
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime,83 and to take appropriate measures to afford migrants 
effective protection against the types of violence that may be inflicted upon them, including protection from 
potential retaliation or intimidation for testifying as witnesses in criminal proceedings, 

 Recalling its resolution 64/293 of 30 July 2010, entitled “United Nations Global Plan of Action to 
Combat Trafficking in Persons”, and Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice resolution 20/3 
of 15 April 2011, entitled “Implementation of the United Nations Global Plan of Action to Combat Trafficking 
in Persons”,84 stressing the need for full and effective implementation of the Plan of Action, and expressing 
the view that it will, inter alia, enhance cooperation and better coordination of efforts to fight trafficking in 
persons and for full implementation of the Convention and the Trafficking in Persons Protocol, 

 Reaffirming that crimes against migrants, including trafficking in persons, continue to pose a serious 
challenge and require a concerted international assessment and response and genuine multilateral cooperation 
among countries of origin, transit and destination for their eradication, 

 Taking note with appreciation of the work of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime to highlight 
the vulnerability of smuggled migrants to violence, including the study entitled “Smuggling of migrants: a 

_______________ 
80 General Assembly resolution 217 A (III).  
81 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 2225, No. 39574.  
82 Ibid., vol. 2241, No. 39574.  
83 Ibid., vol. 2237, No. 39574.  
84 See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 2011, Supplement No. 10 (E/2011/30), chap. I, sect. D.  
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global review and annotated bibliography of recent publications”, first published in 2010, and the discussion 
guide for the thematic discussion on violence against migrants, migrant workers and their families,85 

 Welcoming the renewed commitment made in the United Nations Millennium Declaration86 to take 
measures to protect the human rights of migrants, migrant workers and their families, to eliminate acts of 
racism and xenophobia and to promote greater harmony and tolerance, 

 Recognizing the increasing need for more effective international information-sharing, law enforcement 
cooperation and mutual legal assistance, 

 Determined to promote effective law enforcement and related measures to eliminate violence against 
migrants, migrant workers and their families, 

 1. Strongly condemns the continuing incidence of criminal acts against migrants, migrant workers 
and their families in all regions of the world, including criminal acts of violence motivated by racism, racial 
discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance; 

 2. Requests Member States to ensure the humane treatment of all migrants, regardless of their 
immigration status, especially women and children, with full protection of their rights, and to take all 
appropriate measures with due regard for the safety and dignity of the person; 

 3. Urges Member States to adopt measures for preventing and addressing effectively cases of 
violence against migrants, migrant workers and their families, and to ensure that the victims of such crimes 
receive humane and respectful treatment from Member States, regardless of their immigration status; 

 4. Encourages Member States that have not already done so to enact national legislation and take 
other appropriate measures to combat international smuggling of migrants, including legislative, judicial, 
regulatory and administrative measures, recognizing that crimes against migrants may endanger the lives of 
migrants or make them vulnerable to trafficking, kidnapping or other crimes and abuse by organized criminal 
groups, and to strengthen international cooperation to combat such crimes; 

 5. Also encourages Member States that have not already done so to enact national legislation and to 
take other appropriate measures to combat criminal acts of racism, discrimination, xenophobia and related 
intolerance, including steps to reduce the vulnerability of migrants to crime and to increase their engagement 
with host societies, consistent with national law; 

 6. Reiterates its call for those Member States that have not yet done so to consider acceding to the 
United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and the Protocols thereto,87 and calls upon 
States parties to fully implement those treaties; 

 7. Calls upon Member States to institute measures, as appropriate, to strengthen the entire criminal 
justice process and to vigorously investigate and prosecute crimes against migrants, including trafficking in 
persons and other serious offences, especially crimes constituting violations of the human rights of migrants, 
giving special attention to assisting and protecting victims, in particular women and children; 

 8. Emphasizes the importance of protecting persons in vulnerable situations, and in that regard 
expresses its concern about the increase in the activities of transnational and national organized criminal 
entities and others who profit from crimes against migrants, especially women and children, without regard 
for dangerous and inhumane conditions and in flagrant violation of national laws and international law; 

 9. Urges Member States to fully use, where pertinent, international cooperation in their investigations 
and prosecution of crimes involving violence against migrants, migrant workers and their families, and 
encourages States parties to the Convention and the relevant Protocols thereto to avail themselves of the 

_______________ 
85 E/CN.15/2012/5.  
86 General Assembly resolution 55/2. 
87 United Nations, Treaty Series, vols. 2225, 2237, 2241 and 2326, No. 39574.  
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international cooperation framework of those instruments and all others to ensure that they have an adequate 
legal framework to allow for extradition, mutual legal assistance and international cooperation in relation to 
such crimes; 

 10. Also urges Member States to provide specialized training, as appropriate, for law enforcement, 
border control, immigration and other concerned officials to better equip them to identify and deal with issues 
related to violence against migrants, including in cooperation with non-governmental organizations and civil 
society; 

 11. Invites Member States to adopt concrete measures to prevent violence against migrants while in 
transit, to train public officials at ports of entry and in border areas to treat migrants and their families 
respectfully and in accordance with the law, and to prosecute, in conformity with applicable national and 
international law, violations of the rights of migrants and their families during such transit; 

 12. Urges Member States to continue exploring the link between migration, smuggling of migrants 
and trafficking in persons in order to further efforts towards protecting migrants from violence, discrimination, 
exploitation and abuse; 

 13. Encourages Member States to make available information about the potential risks of migration 
and the rights and duties of persons who migrate, educating them about their host societies, so as to enable 
migrants to make informed decisions and to reduce the likelihood that they will be victims of crime; 

 14. Calls upon Member States to take measures to ensure that victims of crime, including migrants, 
migrant workers and their families, have access to the justice system for violations of their rights, irrespective 
of their immigration status; 

 15. Encourages Member States to further strengthen their cooperation in protecting witnesses in cases 
of smuggling of migrants and trafficking in persons; 

 16. Invites Member States to take immediate steps to incorporate into national criminal justice 
strategies measures to prevent, prosecute and punish crimes involving violence against migrants, migrant 
workers and their families; 

 17. Welcomes the active role played by international and non-governmental organizations in 
combating violence against migrants; 

 18. Urges Member States to cooperate in international, regional and bilateral forums on the protection 
of migrants and on humane migration management. 

46th plenary meeting 
26 July 2012 

 

2012/17. Follow-up to the Twelfth United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice 
and preparations for the Thirteenth United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and  
Criminal Justice 

 The Economic and Social Council 

 Recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

 The General Assembly, 

 Recalling its resolution 56/119 of 19 December 2001 on the role, function, periodicity and duration of 
the United Nations congresses on the prevention of crime and the treatment of offenders, in which it stipulated 
the guidelines in accordance with which, beginning in 2005, the congresses, pursuant to paragraphs 29 and 30 
of the statement of principles and programme of action of the United Nations crime prevention and criminal 
justice programme,88 should be held, 

_______________ 
88 General Assembly resolution 46/152, annex.  
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 Emphasizing the responsibility assumed by the United Nations in the field of crime prevention and 
criminal justice in pursuance of Economic and Social Council resolution 155 C (VII) of 13 August 1948 and 
General Assembly resolution 415 (V) of 1 December 1950, 

 Acknowledging that the United Nations congresses on crime prevention and criminal justice, as major 
intergovernmental forums, have influenced national policies and practices and promoted international 
cooperation in that field by facilitating the exchange of views and experience, mobilizing public opinion and 
recommending policy options at the national, regional and international levels, 

 Bearing in mind the consultative nature of the United Nations congresses on crime prevention and 
criminal justice, and their role as a forum for promoting the exchange of experience in research, law and 
policy development and the identification of emerging trends and issues in crime prevention and criminal 
justice among States, intergovernmental organizations and individual experts representing various professions 
and disciplines, 

 Recalling its resolution 57/270 B of 23 June 2003 on the integrated and coordinated implementation of 
and follow-up to the outcomes of the major United Nations conferences and summits in the economic and 
social fields, in which it stressed that all countries should promote policies consistent and coherent with the 
commitments of the major United Nations conferences and summits, emphasized that the United Nations 
system had an important responsibility to assist Governments to stay fully engaged in the follow-up to and 
implementation of agreements and commitments reached at the major United Nations conferences and 
summits, and invited its intergovernmental bodies to further promote the implementation of the outcomes of 
the major United Nations conferences and summits, 

 Recalling also its resolution 62/173 of 18 December 2007, in which it endorsed the recommendations 
made by the Intergovernmental Group of Experts on Lessons Learned from United Nations Congresses on 
Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice at its meeting, held in Bangkok from 15 to 18 August 2006,89 

 Recalling further its resolution 65/230 of 21 December 2010, in which it endorsed the Salvador 
Declaration on Comprehensive Strategies for Global Challenges: Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice 
Systems and Their Development in a Changing World, as adopted by the Twelfth United Nations Congress on 
Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, requested the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice 
to consider at its twentieth session options to improve the efficiency of the process involved in the United 
Nations congresses on crime prevention and criminal justice, and welcomed with appreciation the offer of the 
Government of Qatar to act as host to the Thirteenth United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and 
Criminal Justice, in 2015, 

 Recalling its resolution 66/179 of 19 December 2011, in which it requested the Commission to approve 
at its twenty-first session the overall theme, the agenda items and the topics for the workshops of the 
Thirteenth Congress, and recommended that the outcome of future crime congresses be strengthened by 
limiting the number of their agenda items and workshops, 

 Taking note of the development goals and national commitments contained in the United Nations 
Millennium Declaration,90 

 Emphasizing the importance of integrating crime prevention and criminal justice into the wider United 
Nations agenda to address, inter alia, social and economic challenges and to promote the rule of law at the 
national and international levels, and public participation, 

 Stressing the importance of undertaking all preparatory activities for the Thirteenth Congress in a timely 
and concerted manner, 

 Having considered the report of the Secretary-General,91 

 1. Reiterates its invitation to Governments to take into consideration the Salvador Declaration on 
Comprehensive Strategies for Global Challenges: Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Systems and Their 

_______________ 
89 See E/CN.15/2007/6, chap. IV.  
90 General Assembly resolution 55/2. 
91 E/CN.15/2012/21 and Corr.1.  
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Development in a Changing World92 and the recommendations adopted by the Twelfth United Nations 
Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice when formulating legislation and policy directives and to 
make all efforts, where appropriate, to implement the principles contained therein, taking into account the 
economic, social, legal and cultural specificities of their respective States; 

 2. Notes the progress made thus far in the preparations for the Thirteenth United Nations Congress on 
Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice; 

 3. Decides that the duration of the Thirteenth Congress should not exceed eight days, including pre-
Congress consultations; 

 4. Also decides that the main theme of the Thirteenth Congress shall be “Integrating crime prevention 
and criminal justice into the wider United Nations agenda to address social and economic challenges and to 
promote the rule of law at the national and international levels, and public participation”; 

 5. Further decides that, in accordance with its resolution 56/119, the Thirteenth Congress shall 
include a high-level segment in which States are invited to be represented at the highest possible level, for 
example, by Heads of State or Government, Government ministers or attorneys general, and that 
representatives will be given an opportunity to make statements on the topics of the Congress; 

 6. Decides that, in accordance with its resolution 56/119, the Thirteenth Congress shall adopt a single 
declaration, to be submitted to the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice for its 
consideration, and that the declaration shall contain recommendations reflecting the deliberations of the high-
level segment, the discussion of agenda items and the workshops; 

 7. Requests the Secretary-General to encourage the participation of representatives from relevant 
entities of the United Nations system in the Thirteenth Congress, bearing in mind the main theme, agenda 
items and workshop topics of the Congress; 

 8. Approves the following provisional agenda for the Thirteenth Congress, finalized by the Commission 
at its twenty-first session: 

1. Opening of the Congress. 

2. Organizational matters. 

3. Successes and challenges in implementing comprehensive crime prevention and criminal 
justice policies and strategies to promote the rule of law at the national and international levels, 
and to support sustainable development. 

4. International cooperation, including at the regional level, to combat transnational organized 
crime. 

5. Comprehensive and balanced approaches to prevent and adequately respond to new and 
emerging forms of transnational crime.93 

6. National approaches to public participation in strengthening crime prevention and criminal 
justice. 

7. Adoption of the report of the Congress; 

 9. Decides that the following issues shall be considered in workshops within the framework of the 
Thirteenth Congress: 

 (a) Role of the United Nations standards and norms in crime prevention and criminal justice in 
support of effective, fair, humane and accountable criminal justice systems: experiences and lessons learned in 
meeting the unique needs of women and children, in particular the treatment and social reintegration of 
offenders; 

_______________ 
92 General Assembly resolution 65/230, annex.  
93 This agenda item invites discussion on various evolving forms of transnational crime, including those reflected in General Assembly 
resolution 66/181 of 19 December 2011, entitled “Strengthening the United Nations crime prevention and criminal justice programme, in 
particular its technical cooperation capacity”.  
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 (b) Trafficking in persons and smuggling of migrants: successes and challenges in criminalization, in 
mutual legal assistance and in effective protection of witnesses and trafficking victims; 

 (c) Strengthening crime prevention and criminal justice responses to evolving forms of crime such as 
cybercrime and trafficking in cultural property, including lessons learned and international cooperation; 

 (d) Public contribution to crime prevention and raising awareness of criminal justice: experiences and 
lessons learned; 

 10. Requests the Secretary-General, in cooperation with the institutes of the United Nations crime 
prevention and criminal justice programme network, to prepare a discussion guide for the regional preparatory 
meetings for the Thirteenth Congress and for the Congress in a timely manner in order to enable those 
meetings to be held as early as possible in 2014, and invites Member States to be actively involved in that 
process; 

 11. Also requests the Secretary-General to facilitate the organization of the regional preparatory 
meetings and to make available the necessary resources for the participation of the least developed countries in 
those meetings and in the Thirteenth Congress itself, in accordance with past practice and in consultation with 
Member States; 

 12. Urges participants in the regional preparatory meetings to examine the substantive items on the 
agenda and the topics of the workshops of the Thirteenth Congress and to make action-oriented recommendations 
to serve as a basis for the draft recommendations and conclusions for consideration by the Congress; 

 13. Invites Member States to be represented at the Thirteenth Congress at the highest possible level, 
for example, by Heads of State or Government, Government ministers or attorneys general, to make statements 
on the theme and topics of the Congress and to participate actively in the high-level segment; 

 14. Calls upon Member States to play an active role in the Thirteenth Congress by sending legal and 
policy experts, including practitioners with special training and practical experience in crime prevention and 
criminal justice; 

 15. Emphasizes the importance of the workshops to be held within the framework of the Thirteenth 
Congress, and invites Member States, intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations and other 
relevant entities to provide financial, organizational and technical support to the United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime and the institutes of the United Nations crime prevention and criminal justice programme 
network for the preparations for the workshops, including the preparation and circulation of relevant 
background material; 

 16. Requests the Secretary-General to facilitate the organization of ancillary meetings of non-
governmental and professional organizations participating in the Thirteenth Congress, in accordance with past 
practice, as well as meetings of professional and geographical interest groups, and to take appropriate 
measures to encourage the participation of the academic and research community in the Congress, and 
encourages Member States to actively participate in the above-mentioned meetings, as they provide an 
opportunity to develop and maintain strong partnerships with the private sector and civil society organizations; 

 17. Encourages Governments to undertake preparations for the Thirteenth Congress at an early stage 
and by all appropriate means, including, where appropriate, the establishment of national preparatory 
committees; 

 18. Encourages the relevant United Nations programmes, specialized agencies of the United Nations 
system and intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, as well as other professional 
organizations, to cooperate with the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime in the preparations for the 
Thirteenth Congress; 

 19. Requests the Commission to accord sufficient time at its twenty-second session to reviewing the 
progress made in the preparations for the Thirteenth Congress, to finalize in a timely manner all outstanding 
organizational and substantive arrangements and to make its recommendations to the General Assembly 
through the Economic and Social Council; 
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 20. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure proper follow-up to the present resolution and to report 
thereon to the General Assembly through the Commission at its twenty-second session. 

46th plenary meeting 
26 July 2012 

 

2012/18. Improving the quality and availability of statistics on crime and criminal justice for policy 
development 

 The Economic and Social Council, 

 Recalling General Assembly resolution 65/232 of 21 December 2010, in which the United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime was requested to strengthen the collection, analysis and dissemination of accurate, reliable and 
comparable data and information to enhance knowledge on crime trends and support Member States in designing 
appropriate responses in specific areas of crime, in particular in their transnational dimension, 

 Recalling also the Salvador Declaration on Comprehensive Strategies for Global Challenges: Crime Prevention 
and Criminal Justice Systems and Their Development in a Changing World, adopted by the Twelfth United Nations 
Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, held in Salvador, Brazil, from 12 to 19 April 2010, and 
endorsed by the General Assembly in its resolution 65/230 of 21 December 2010, in which the Commission on 
Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice was invited to consider strengthening the capacity of the United Nations 
Office on Drugs and Crime to collect, analyse and disseminate accurate, reliable and comparable data on world 
crime and victimization trends and patterns and Member States were called upon to support the gathering and 
analysis of information and to consider designating focal points and provide information when requested to do so by 
the Commission, 

 Recalling further its resolution 2009/25 of 30 July 2009 on improving the collection, reporting and analysis of 
data to enhance knowledge on trends in specific areas of crime, 

 Recalling Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice resolution 19/2 of 21 May 2010 on 
strengthening the collection, analysis and reporting of comparable crime-related data,94 in which Member States 
were invited to strengthen their efforts to review and improve data-collection tools in order to enhance knowledge 
on world crime trends and patterns, 

 Considering that the countries participating in the sixth meeting of the Statistical Conference of the Americas 
of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean, held in B<varo, Dominican Republic, from 16 
to 18 November 2011, expressed their satisfaction at the creation of the Centre of Excellence for Statistical 
Information on Governance, Victimization, Public Security and Justice, established jointly by the United Nations 
Office on Drugs and Crime and the National Institute of Statistics and Geography of Mexico, and that the Statistical 
Conference requested the Centre, subject to the availability of resources, to support the countries of the region in 
improving the compilation, dissemination and analysis of information on crime and in developing standards for 
measuring the scale of crimes most affecting the region, 

 Recognizing that the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice is the intergovernmental body 
mandated to address issues relating to crime prevention and criminal justice, while the Statistical Commission is 
responsible for promoting the development of national statistics and the improvement of their comparability, as well 
as the improvement of statistics and statistical methods generally, as reaffirmed by the Economic and Social Council 
in its resolution 1566 (L) of 3 May 1971, 

 Emphasizing that the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice and the Statistical Commission 
can complement and support each other’s efforts in the field of statistics on crime and criminal justice, 

 Recognizing the importance of information and statistics in developing and supporting public policies at the 
national, regional and global levels, 

_______________ 
94 See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 2010, Supplement No. 10 (E/2010/30), chap. I, sect. D.  
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 Reaffirming that the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime is the focal point within the United Nations 
system for statistics on crime and criminal justice, 

 Acknowledging the need to ensure coordination in the collection and dissemination of statistics on crime and 
criminal justice among the various national institutions, 

 Noting the need, expressed by the Statistical Commission in its decision 43/102 of 2 March 2012,95 for 
national statistical offices to give sufficient consideration to the challenges of producing and disseminating statistics 
on crime within the national context and to work with partners in the criminal justice system, 

 Reaffirming that national victimization surveys, which are often conducted by national statistical offices,96 are 
important tools for the collection of information on crime and criminal justice, and acknowledging that it would be 
desirable to have technical and methodological tools for conducting such surveys so as to ensure the comparability 
of results obtained in different countries, 

 Bearing in mind the gaps still existing in statistical information on crime and criminal justice, particularly in 
relation to emerging forms of crime, and the challenges posed by the limited comparability of statistical data 
obtained in different countries, 

 Underscoring the importance of technical assistance and of building the capacity of Member States to collect, 
analyse and disseminate accurate and comparable statistics on crime and criminal justice, 

 Taking note of the tools and publications produced by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime that 
provide technical guidance, methodologies and standards for the collection of data and the preparation of evidence-
based analyses on specific forms of crime, such as victimization, crime trend and homicide surveys, 

 1. Welcomes the deliberations of the Statistical Commission at its forty-third session, held from 
28 February to 2 March 2012, and the request made by the Commission to the United Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime and the National Institute of Statistics and Geography of Mexico to prepare a joint report, to be considered by 
the Commission at its forty-fourth session, which should include: 

 (a) A road map of the steps needed to develop statistics on crime; 

 (b) An assessment of the feasibility of developing an international classification of crimes for statistical 
purposes; 

 (c) The way in which the Statistical Commission and the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal 
Justice could cooperate with regard to the development of statistics on crime;95 

 2. Requests the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime to make available to the Commission on Crime 
Prevention and Criminal Justice at its twenty-second session the report to be prepared by the Office in cooperation 
with the National Institute of Statistics and Geography of Mexico for consideration by the Statistical Commission at 
its forty-fourth session; 

 3. Invites Member States to provide the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime with relevant 
information that could be taken into consideration in the preparation of the aforementioned report; 

 4. Also invites Member States to encourage productive dialogue among national authorities responsible for 
the collection, processing and dissemination of statistics on crime and criminal justice, including national statistical 
offices, so as to enhance coordination at the national level and to ensure the use of common standards; 

 5. Invites Member States that have not yet done so to appoint a national focal point for the submission of 
data on crime and criminal justice to the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, through the United Nations 
Survey of Crime Trends and Operations of Criminal Justice Systems, in order to support the Office in ensuring that 
the national data disseminated are consistent over time and meet the highest standards of quality; 

_______________ 
95 Ibid., 2012, Supplement No. 4 (E/2012/24), chap. I, sect. B.  
96 In statistical systems that do not have a single national statistical office, this refers to the statistical agency responsible for collecting 
statistics on crime and justice matters.  
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 6. Welcomes the establishment of the Centre of Excellence for Statistical Information on Governance, 
Victimization, Public Security and Justice, developed jointly by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime and 
the National Institute of Statistics and Geography of Mexico, and encourages both bodies to support countries, 
through the Centre and upon request, in improving their statistical information on crime and criminal justice; 

 7. Requests the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime to continue developing technical and 
methodological tools to assist countries in producing and disseminating accurate and comparable statistics on crime 
and criminal justice, and to continue providing technical assistance, upon request, to Member States in order to 
enhance their capacity to collect, analyse and report data on crime and criminal justice; 

 8. Also requests the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime to continue its mandated activities to 
regularly collect and disseminate statistics on crime and criminal justice and to provide trend analyses and studies 
based on the information provided by Member States; 

 9. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice 
at its twenty-third session on the implementation of the present resolution. 

46th plenary meeting 
26 July 2012 

 

2012/19. Strengthening international cooperation in combating transnational organized crime in all its 
forms and manifestations 

 The Economic and Social Council, 

 Recognizing that transnational organized crime has diversified and represents a threat to health and safety, 
security, good governance and the sustainable development of States, 

 Emphasizing that all States have a shared responsibility to take steps to counter transnational organized crime, 
including through international cooperation and in cooperation with relevant entities such as the United Nations 
Office on Drugs and Crime, 

 Recalling General Assembly resolution 66/181 of 19 December 2011, entitled “Strengthening the United Nations 
crime prevention and criminal justice programme, in particular its technical cooperation capacity”, in which the 
Assembly reaffirmed the importance of the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and 
the Protocols thereto97 as the main tools of the international community to fight transnational organized crime, drew 
attention to emerging policy issues such as piracy, cybercrime, abuse and exploitation of children, trafficking in 
cultural property, illicit financial flows and trafficking in endangered species of wild fauna and flora, and invited the 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime to explore, within its mandate, ways and means of addressing those issues, 

 Stressing the need for promoting universal adherence to and full implementation of the United Nations 
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and the Protocols thereto, the United Nations Convention 
against Corruption98  and other relevant international instruments, as well as the importance of additional 
cooperation between Member States and private sector entities, as appropriate, to counter transnational organized 
crime, as identified in various reports of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, 

 Recalling Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice resolution 19/1 of 21 May 2010, entitled 
“Strengthening public-private partnerships to counter crime in all its forms and manifestations”,99 and noting the 
importance of further developing such partnerships, including in or in relation to specific sectors, for example, the 
tourism sector, affected by increased criminal and terrorist threats and challenges, 

 Recalling also General Assembly resolution 66/180 of 19 December 2011, entitled “Strengthening crime 
prevention and criminal justice responses to protect cultural property, especially with regard to its trafficking”, in 
which the Assembly urged Member States and relevant institutions to reinforce and fully implement mechanisms to 

_______________ 
97 United Nations, Treaty Series, vols. 2225, 2237, 2241 and 2326, No. 39574.  
98 Ibid., vol. 2349, No. 42146.  
99 See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 2010, Supplement No. 10 (E/2010/30), chap. I, sect. D.  
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strengthen international cooperation, including mutual legal assistance, in order to combat all forms and aspects of 
trafficking in cultural property and related offences, such as the theft, looting, damage, removal, pillage and 
destruction of cultural property, and to facilitate the recovery and return of stolen cultural property, 

 Recalling further the Salvador Declaration on Comprehensive Strategies for Global Challenges: Crime 
Prevention and Criminal Justice Systems and Their Development in a Changing World, adopted by the Twelfth 
United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice,100 in which the Commission was invited to 
consider convening an open-ended intergovernmental expert group to conduct a comprehensive study of the 
problem of cybercrime and responses to it by Member States, the international community and the private sector, 
including the exchange of information on national legislation, best practices, technical assistance and international 
cooperation, with a view to examining options to strengthen existing and to propose new national and international 
legal or other responses to cybercrime, 

 Recalling Commission resolution 19/2 of 21 May 2010, entitled “Strengthening the collection, analysis and 
reporting of comparable crime-related data”,99 in which the Commission, inter alia, requested the United Nations 
Office on Drugs and Crime, in consultation with Member States, to strengthen the collection, analysis and reporting 
of accurate, reliable and comparable data on world crime trends and patterns, and invited Member States to 
strengthen their efforts to review and improve data-collection tools in order to enhance knowledge on those trends 
and patterns, as well as Economic and Social Council resolution 2012/18 of 26 July 2012, entitled “Improving the 
quality and availability of statistics on crime and criminal justice for policy development”, 

 Taking note of the commitment made by Heads of State and Government in the United Nations Millennium 
Declaration101 to intensify their efforts to fight transnational crime in all its dimensions, including trafficking in and 
smuggling of human beings and money-laundering, to take concerted action against international terrorism and to 
redouble their efforts to implement their commitment to counter the world drug problem, and stressing the need to 
integrate crime prevention and criminal justice strategies and measures into broader United Nations goals, 

 Recalling General Assembly resolution 64/293 of 30 July 2010, entitled “United Nations Global Plan of 
Action to Combat Trafficking in Persons”, Assembly resolution 65/232 of 21 December 2010, entitled 
“Strengthening the United Nations crime prevention and criminal justice programme, in particular its technical 
cooperation capacity” and Commission resolution 20/3 of 15 April 2011, entitled “Implementation of the United 
Nations Global Plan of Action to Combat Trafficking in Persons”,102 stressing the need for full and effective 
implementation of the Plan of Action, and expressing the view that the Plan of Action will, inter alia, enhance 
cooperation and better coordination of efforts in fighting trafficking in persons and in the full implementation of the 
United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime103 and the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and 
Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, supplementing the United Nations Convention 
against Transnational Organized Crime,104 

 Underscoring the growing involvement of organized criminal groups at all stages of both licit and illicit 
activities that can generate huge profits, including the production and distribution of falsified and fraudulent 
products, 

 Recalling Commission resolution 20/6 of 15 April 2011, entitled “Countering fraudulent medicines, in particular 
their trafficking”,102 in which the Commission urged Member States to prevent trafficking in fraudulent medicines 
by introducing legislation, as appropriate, covering, in particular, all offences related to fraudulent medicines, such 
as money-laundering, corruption and smuggling, as well as the confiscation and disposal of criminal assets, 
extradition and mutual legal assistance, to ensure that no stage in the supply chain of fraudulent medicines is 
overlooked, and in this regard noting the holding of the conference on countering the spread of counterfeit medical 
products, hosted by the Government of the Russian Federation in Moscow from 26 to 28 October 2011, 

_______________ 
100 General Assembly resolution 65/230, annex.  
101 General Assembly resolution 55/2. 
102 See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 2011, Supplement No. 10 (E/2011/30), chap. I, sect. D.  
103 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 2225, No. 39574.  
104 Ibid., vol. 2237, No. 39574.  
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 Recalling also Commission decision 19/1 of 21 May 2010, entitled “Strengthening crime prevention and 
criminal justice responses to counterfeiting and piracy”,99 

 Mindful of the links that may exist, in some cases, between transnational organized crime and terrorism, as 
well as the need for further research and cooperation to address that issue, 

 Recognizing the involvement of transnational criminal organizations in all aspects of crimes that have a 
significant impact on the environment, 

 Noting with appreciation the establishment by the Secretary-General of the United Nations system task force 
on transnational organized crime and drug trafficking as threats to security and stability, for the purpose of 
developing within the United Nations system an effective and comprehensive approach to transnational organized 
crime and drug trafficking, and reaffirming the crucial role of Member States as reflected in the Charter of the 
United Nations, 

 Welcoming the signing of the memorandum of understanding between the United Nations Office on Drugs 
and Crime and the World Tourism Organization, 

 1. Reiterates its call upon those Member States that have not yet done so to consider ratifying or acceding 
to the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and the Protocols thereto,97 and encourages 
States parties to fully implement those legal instruments; 

 2. Recalls resolution 5/5 of 22 October 2010 of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations 
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime,105 in which the Conference decided to establish an open-ended 
intergovernmental working group to consider and explore options for the establishment of a mechanism or 
mechanisms to assist the Conference in the review of the implementation of the Convention and the Protocols 
thereto, notes with appreciation the progress made by the working group in finalizing its recommendations to the 
Conference, and expresses the hope that the Conference, at its sixth session, will complete the task of establishing 
the review mechanism and launching it as soon as possible, bearing in mind the urgent need to improve the 
implementation of the Convention and the Protocols thereto; 

 3. Requests the Executive Director of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, as the Co-Chair of 
the United Nations system task force on transnational organized crime and drug trafficking as threats to security and 
stability, to keep Member States informed on the progress of the work of the task force; 

 4. Invites the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime to request Member States and interested 
international organizations, including regional organizations, to submit to the Office their views on ways and means 
of enhancing the effectiveness of international cooperation in countering criminal and terrorist threats and 
challenges to the tourism sector, including by means of public-private partnerships, and requests the Office to report 
on those submissions to the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice at its twenty-second session; 

 5. Invites Member States, within the framework of their national legal systems and international 
obligations, to consider reviewing their legal and regulatory arrangements in order to provide for the criminalization 
of the production and distribution of falsified and fraudulent products linked to organized crime; 

 6. Also invites Member States to consider, where appropriate, applying the relevant provisions of the 
Convention to the activities of transnational organized criminal groups, including those involving the illicit 
manufacture, production and distribution of falsified and fraudulent products, especially in relation to 
money-laundering, corruption and smuggling, as well as seizing and confiscating the related criminal assets and 
cooperating by means of extradition and mutual legal assistance as well as coordinated law enforcement actions, 
and invites Member States also to consider enhancing their cross-border cooperation in this area, including with a 
view to breaking the related criminal distribution chain; 

 7. Encourages Member States to provide adequate mechanisms to ensure proper safety and control of the 
licit distribution chain, with the involvement and close cooperation of the private sector, where appropriate; 

 8. Urges Member States to consider, among other effective measures, within the framework of their 
national legal systems, criminalizing activities related to all forms and aspects of trafficking in cultural property and 

_______________ 
105 See CTOC/COP/2010/17, chap. I, sect. A.  
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related offences by using a broad definition that can be applied to all stolen, looted, unlawfully excavated and 
illicitly exported or imported cultural property, and to apply the relevant provisions of the Convention to foster 
international cooperation in order to address such criminal activities, including by applying judicial and law 
enforcement cooperation mechanisms at their disposal; 

 9. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Secretary-General on crime prevention and criminal 
justice responses to protect cultural property, especially with regard to its trafficking,106  including the 
recommendations contained therein, and looks forward to the continued work of the expert group established by the 
Economic and Social Council to address crime prevention and criminal justice responses to protect cultural 
property; 

 10. Urges Member States to consider, among other effective measures, in accordance with their national 
legal systems, addressing different forms and manifestations of transnational organized crime that have a significant 
impact on the environment, including trafficking in endangered species of wild fauna and flora; 

 11. Reiterates the invitation to Member States and other donors to provide extrabudgetary resources, in 
accordance with the rules and regulations of the United Nations, to implement Commission resolution 20/7 of 
15 April 2011,102 including for the convening of the second session of the open-ended intergovernmental expert 
group to conduct a comprehensive study of the problem of cybercrime; 

 12. Requests the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime to continue, in consultation with Member 
States and relevant regional and international organizations, developing global analyses of the threats and modalities 
of transnational organized crime, studying new forms and dimensions of transnational organized crime and 
analysing new and emerging challenges, in order to support evidence-based policy guidance; 

 13. Invites the United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute and other institutes of the 
United Nations crime prevention and criminal justice programme network to continue to conduct, in consultation 
with Member States and in cooperation with other competent international entities, research on different forms of 
transnational organized crime; 

 14. Requests the Secretary-General to continue his efforts towards enhancing the analytical contributions of 
the United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute and other institutes of the United Nations 
crime prevention and criminal justice programme network, as well as their transparency to Member States, 
including by means of strengthening their working links with the Commission; 

 15. Requests the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime to continue developing, in consultation with 
Member States and relevant regional and international organizations, technical assistance tools that may be used to 
support the implementation of the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and the 
Protocols thereto, the United Nations Convention against Corruption98 and other relevant United Nations 
instruments; 

 16. Invites States and other donors to provide extrabudgetary resources for the purposes described above, in 
accordance with the rules and procedures of the United Nations; 

 17. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the Commission at its twenty-second session a report on the 
implementation of the present resolution. 

46th plenary meeting 
26 July 2012 

 

2012/20. Genetic privacy and non-discrimination 

 The Economic and Social Council, 

 Recalling its decision 2010/259 of 23 July 2010, in which it invited the Inter-Agency Committee on Bioethics 
to further its work in this field, 

_______________ 
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 Recalling also its decision 2011/242 of 26 July 2011, by which it took note of the note by the Secretary-
General transmitting a report of the Director-General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization on genetic privacy and non-discrimination,107 

 1. Recognizes the diversity of existing initiatives undertaken by various organizations within and outside 
the United Nations system and geared to safeguarding human rights from the potential misuse of genetic 
information for discriminatory purposes; 

 2. Invites the Inter-Agency Committee on Bioethics to continue to address regularly the issue of genetic 
privacy and non-discrimination in order to identify areas for concerted or joint efforts, as well as major gaps and 
constraints that need to be addressed for enhanced cooperation in this field; 

 3. Decides to delete from its agenda the sub-item entitled “Genetic privacy and non-discrimination”. 

46th plenary meeting 
26 July 2012 

 

2012/21. Ad Hoc Advisory Group on Haiti 

 The Economic and Social Council, 

 Recalling its resolutions 2004/52 of 23 July 2004, 2005/46 of 27 July 2005, 2006/10 of 26 July 2006, 2007/13 
of 25 July 2007, 2008/10 of 23 July 2008, 2009/4 of 23 July 2009 and 2010/28 of 23 July 2010 and its decisions 
2004/322 of 11 November 2004, 2009/211 of 20 April 2009, 2009/267 of 15 December 2009, 2011/207 of 
17 February 2011, 2011/211 of 26 April 2011 and 2011/268 of 28 July 2011, 

 1. Welcomes the report of the Ad Hoc Advisory Group on Haiti108 and the recommendations contained 
therein; 

 2. Notes the political, economic and rule of law progress made since the devastating earthquake of 
12 January 2010, and welcomes the support provided by the international community to this process; 

 3. Commends the ongoing implementation of the Strategic Development Plan for Haiti by the Haitian 
authorities, and looks forward to continued support from donors and other partners, including the United Nations 
system and the international financial institutions, in connection with the implementation of the Plan; 

 4. Recognizes the need for effective and continued coordination between the Government of Haiti and 
donors, as well as for a standing consultation mechanism with the main non-governmental organizations active in 
Haiti; 

 5. Calls upon donors to fulfil their pledges made at the International Donors’ Conference entitled “Towards 
a New Future for Haiti”, held in New York on 31 March 2010, and to respond to the call to fund the consolidated 
humanitarian appeal for 2012 as well as the activities of the World Food Programme in Haiti; 

 6. Decides to extend the mandate of the Advisory Group until the substantive session of 2013 of the 
Economic and Social Council, with the purpose of following closely and providing advice on Haiti’s long-term 
development strategy to promote socioeconomic recovery, reconstruction and stability, with particular attention to 
the need to ensure coherence and sustainability in international support for Haiti, based on the long-term national 
development priorities, building on the Strategic Development Plan for Haiti and stressing the need to avoid overlap 
and duplication with respect to existing mechanisms; 

 7. Expresses its satisfaction to the Secretary-General for the support provided to the Advisory Group, and 
requests him to continue to support the activities of the Group adequately and within existing resources; 

 8. Requests the Advisory Group, in accomplishing its mandate, to continue to cooperate with the Secretary-
General and his Special Representative for Haiti and Head of the United Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti, the 
United Nations Special Envoy for Haiti, the United Nations Development Group, relevant United Nations funds and 

_______________ 
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programmes, the specialized agencies, the international financial institutions, regional organizations and institutions, 
including the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean, the Organization of American States, 
the Caribbean Community and the Inter-American Development Bank, and other major stakeholders; 

 9. Also requests the Advisory Group to submit a report on its work, with recommendations, as appropriate, to 
the Council for consideration at its substantive session of 2013. 

47th plenary meeting 
26 July 2012 

 

2012/22. Support to Non-Self-Governing Territories by the specialized agencies and international 
institutions associated with the United Nations 

 The Economic and Social Council, 

 Having examined the report of the Secretary-General109 and the report of the President of the Economic and 
Social Council containing the information submitted by the specialized agencies and other organizations of the 
United Nations system on their activities with regard to the implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,110 

 Having heard the statement by the representative of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,111 

 Recalling General Assembly resolutions 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960 and 1541 (XV) of 15 December 1960, 
the resolutions of the Special Committee and other relevant resolutions and decisions, including, in particular, 
Economic and Social Council resolution 2011/40 of 28 July 2011, 

 Bearing in mind the relevant provisions of the final documents of the successive Conferences of Heads of 
State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries and of the resolutions adopted by the Assembly of Heads of State 
and Government of the African Union, the Pacific Islands Forum and the Caribbean Community, 

 Conscious of the need to facilitate the implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples, contained in General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV), 

 Welcoming the current participation, in their capacity as observers, of those Non-Self-Governing Territories 
that are associate members of the regional commissions in the world conferences in the economic and social sphere, 
subject to the rules of procedure of the General Assembly and in accordance with relevant resolutions and decisions 
of the United Nations, including resolutions and decisions of the Assembly and the Special Committee on specific 
Non-Self-Governing Territories, 

 Noting that only some specialized agencies and organizations of the United Nations system have been 
involved in providing assistance to Non-Self-Governing Territories, 

 Welcoming the assistance extended to Non-Self-Governing Territories by certain specialized agencies and 
other organizations of the United Nations system, in particular the United Nations Development Programme, 

 Stressing that, because the development options of the small island Non-Self-Governing Territories are 
limited, they face special challenges in planning for and implementing sustainable development, and that they will 
be constrained in meeting those challenges without the continuing cooperation and assistance of the specialized 
agencies and other organizations of the United Nations system, 

 Stressing also the importance of securing the resources necessary for funding expanded programmes of 
assistance for the peoples concerned and the need to enlist the support of all the major funding institutions within the 
United Nations system in that regard, 

_______________ 
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110 E/2012/47 and Corr.1.  
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 Reaffirming the mandates of the specialized agencies and other organizations of the United Nations system to 
take all appropriate measures, within their respective spheres of competence, to ensure the full implementation of 
General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) and other relevant resolutions, 

 Expressing its appreciation to the African Union, the Pacific Islands Forum, the Caribbean Community and 
other regional organizations for the continued cooperation and assistance they have extended to the specialized 
agencies and other organizations of the United Nations system in that regard, 

 Expressing its conviction that closer contacts and consultations between and among the specialized agencies 
and other organizations of the United Nations system and regional organizations help to facilitate the effective 
formulation of programmes of assistance for the peoples concerned, 

 Mindful of the imperative need to keep under continuous review the activities of the specialized agencies and 
other organizations of the United Nations system in the implementation of the various decisions of the United 
Nations relating to decolonization, 

 Bearing in mind the extremely fragile economies of the small island Non-Self-Governing Territories and their 
vulnerability to natural disasters, such as hurricanes, cyclones and sea-level rise, and recalling the relevant 
resolutions of the General Assembly, 

 Recalling General Assembly resolution 66/84 of 9 December 2011, entitled “Implementation of the Declaration 
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples by the specialized agencies and the 
international institutions associated with the United Nations”, 

 1. Takes note of the report of the President of the Economic and Social Council,110 and endorses the 
observations and suggestions arising therefrom; 

 2. Also takes note of the report of the Secretary-General;109 

 3. Recommends that all States intensify their efforts within the specialized agencies and other organizations 
of the United Nations system of which they are members to ensure the full and effective implementation of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, contained in General Assembly 
resolution 1514 (XV), and other relevant resolutions of the United Nations; 

 4. Reaffirms that the specialized agencies and other organizations and institutions of the United Nations 
system should continue to be guided by the relevant resolutions of the United Nations in their efforts to contribute to 
the implementation of the Declaration and all other relevant resolutions of the General Assembly; 

 5. Also reaffirms that the recognition by the General Assembly, the Security Council and other United 
Nations organs of the legitimacy of the aspirations of the peoples of the Non-Self-Governing Territories to exercise 
their right to self-determination entails, as a corollary, the extension of all appropriate assistance to those peoples; 

 6. Expresses its appreciation to those specialized agencies and other organizations of the United Nations 
system that have continued to cooperate with the United Nations and the regional and subregional organizations in 
the implementation of General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) and other relevant resolutions of the United Nations, 
and requests all of the specialized agencies and other organizations of the United Nations system to implement the 
relevant provisions of those resolutions; 

 7. Requests the specialized agencies and other organizations of the United Nations system and international 
and regional organizations to examine and review conditions in each Non-Self-Governing Territory so that they may 
take appropriate measures to accelerate progress in the economic and social sectors of those Territories; 

 8. Urges those specialized agencies and organizations of the United Nations system that have not yet 
provided assistance to Non-Self-Governing Territories to do so as soon as possible; 

 9. Requests the specialized agencies and other organizations and bodies of the United Nations system and 
regional organizations to strengthen existing measures of support and to formulate appropriate programmes of 
assistance to the remaining Non-Self-Governing Territories, within the framework of their respective mandates, in 
order to accelerate progress in the economic and social sectors of those Territories; 

 10. Recommends that the executive heads of the specialized agencies and other organizations of the United 
Nations system formulate, with the active cooperation of the regional organizations concerned, concrete proposals 
for the full implementation of the relevant resolutions of the United Nations and submit those proposals to their 
governing and legislative organs; 
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 11. Also recommends that the specialized agencies and other organizations of the United Nations system 
continue to review, at the regular meetings of their governing bodies, the implementation of General Assembly 
resolution 1514 (XV) and other relevant resolutions of the United Nations; 

 12. Recalls the preparation by the Department of Public Information and the Department of Political Affairs 
of the Secretariat, in consultation with the United Nations Development Programme, the specialized agencies and 
the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, of an informational leaflet on assistance programmes available to 
the Non-Self-Governing Territories and its updated online version, and requests that they be disseminated as widely 
as possible; 

 13. Welcomes the continuing efforts made by the United Nations Development Programme in maintaining a 
close liaison between the specialized agencies and other organizations of the United Nations system, including the 
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean and the Economic and Social Commission for Asia 
and the Pacific, and in providing assistance to the peoples of the Non-Self-Governing Territories; 

 14. Encourages the Non-Self-Governing Territories to take steps to establish or strengthen disaster preparedness 
and management institutions and policies; 

 15. Requests the administering Powers concerned to facilitate, when appropriate, the participation of 
appointed and elected representatives of Non-Self-Governing Territories in the relevant meetings and conferences of 
the specialized agencies and other organizations of the United Nations system, in accordance with relevant 
resolutions and decisions of the United Nations, including the resolutions and decisions of the General Assembly 
and the Special Committee on specific Territories, so that they may benefit from the related activities of those 
agencies and organizations; 

 16. Recommends that all Governments intensify their efforts within the specialized agencies and other 
organizations of the United Nations system of which they are members to accord priority to the question of 
providing assistance to the peoples of the Non-Self-Governing Territories; 

 17. Draws the attention of the Special Committee to the present resolution and to the discussion held on the 
subject at the substantive session of 2012 of the Economic and Social Council; 

 18. Recalls the adoption by the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean on 16 May 
1998 of its resolution 574 (XXVII),112 in which the Commission called for the mechanisms necessary for its 
associate members, including the Non-Self-Governing Territories, to participate, subject to the rules of procedure of 
the General Assembly, in the special sessions of the Assembly convened to review and assess the implementation of 
the plans of action of those United Nations world conferences in which the Territories had originally participated in 
their capacity as observers, and in the work of the Council and its subsidiary bodies; 

 19. Requests the President of the Council to continue to maintain close contact on those matters with the 
Chair of the Special Committee and to report thereon to the Council; 

 20. Requests the Secretary-General to follow up on the implementation of the present resolution, paying 
particular attention to cooperation and integration arrangements for maximizing the efficiency of the assistance 
activities undertaken by various organizations of the United Nations system, and to report thereon to the Council at 
its substantive session of 2013; 

 21. Decides to keep the above questions under continuous review. 

47th plenary meeting 
26 July 2012 

_______________ 
112 See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1998, Supplement No. 21 (E/1998/41), chap. III, sect. G. 
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2012/23. Economic and social repercussions of the Israeli occupation on the living conditions of the Palestinian 
people in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and the Arab population 
in the occupied Syrian Golan 

 The Economic and Social Council, 

 Recalling General Assembly resolution 66/225 of 22 December 2011, 

 Recalling also its resolution 2011/41 of 28 July 2011, 

 Guided by the principles of the Charter of the United Nations affirming the inadmissibility of the acquisition 
of territory by force, and recalling relevant Security Council resolutions, including resolutions 242 (1967) of 
22 November 1967, 252 (1968) of 21 May 1968, 338 (1973) of 22 October 1973, 465 (1980) of 1 March 1980 and 
497 (1981) of 17 December 1981, 

 Recalling the resolutions of the tenth emergency special session of the General Assembly, including 
resolutions ES-10/13 of 21 October 2003, ES-10/14 of 8 December 2003, ES-10/15 of 20 July 2004 and ES-10/17 
of 15 December 2006, 

 Reaffirming the applicability of the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time 
of War, of 12 August 1949,113 to the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and other Arab 
territories occupied by Israel since 1967, 

 Recalling the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,114 the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights114 and the Convention on the Rights of the Child,115 and reaffirming that these 
human rights instruments must be respected in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, as well 
as in the occupied Syrian Golan, 

 Stressing the importance of the revival and acceleration of serious and credible negotiations within the Middle 
East peace process on the basis of Security Council resolutions 242 (1967), 338 (1973), 425 (1978) of 19 March 
1978, 1397 (2002) of 12 March 2002, 1515 (2003) of 19 November 2003, 1544 (2004) of 19 May 2004 and 
1850 (2008) of 16 December 2008, the principle of land for peace, the Arab Peace Initiative116 and the Quartet road 
map,117 as well as compliance with the agreements reached between the Government of Israel and the Palestine 
Liberation Organization, the representative of the Palestinian people, 

 Reaffirming the principle of the permanent sovereignty of peoples under foreign occupation over their natural 
resources, and expressing concern in that regard about the exploitation of natural resources by Israel, the occupying 
Power, in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and in the occupied Syrian Golan, 

 Convinced that the Israeli occupation has gravely impeded the efforts to achieve sustainable development and 
a sound economic environment in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and in the occupied 
Syrian Golan, and expressing grave concern about the consequent deterioration of economic and living conditions, 

 Commending, in that regard, the efforts of the Palestinian Authority to improve the economic and social 
situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, especially in the areas of governance, the rule of law and human 
rights, livelihoods and productive sectors, education and culture, health, social protection, infrastructure and water, 

 Gravely concerned, in that regard, about the accelerated construction of settlements and implementation of 
other related measures by Israel in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, particularly in and around occupied East 
Jerusalem, as well as in the occupied Syrian Golan, in violation of international humanitarian law and relevant 
United Nations resolutions, 

 Expressing deep concern about the rising incidence of violence, harassment, provocation, vandalism and incitement 
by illegal armed Israeli settlers in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, against Palestinian 
civilians, including children, and their properties, including historic and religious sites, and agricultural lands, 

_______________ 
113 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, No. 973.  
114 See General Assembly resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.  
115 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1577, No. 27531.  
116 A/56/1026-S/2002/932, annex II, resolution 14/221.  
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 Gravely concerned by the serious repercussions on the economic and social conditions of the Palestinian 
people caused by the construction by Israel of the wall and its associated regime inside the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, including in and around East Jerusalem, and the resulting violation of their economic and social rights, 
including the right to work, to health, to education, to property, to an adequate standard of living and to freedom of 
access and movement, 

 Recalling, in that regard, the advisory opinion rendered on 9 July 2004 by the International Court of Justice on 
the legal consequences of the construction of a wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory,118 and General Assembly 
resolution ES-10/15, and stressing the need to comply with the obligations mentioned therein, 

 Expressing grave concern at the extensive destruction by Israel, the occupying Power, of properties, including 
the increased demolition of homes, economic institutions, historical landmarks, agricultural lands and orchards, in 
the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, in particular in connection with its construction of the 
wall, contrary to international law, in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including in and around East Jerusalem, 

 Expressing grave concern also over the continuing and intensifying policy of home demolitions, evictions and 
revocation of residency rights, which have caused the further displacement of the Palestinian population in and 
around occupied East Jerusalem, as well as measures to further isolate the city from its natural Palestinian environs, 
including through the accelerated construction of settlements, the construction of the wall, the confiscation of land 
and the continued imposition of checkpoints, which have seriously exacerbated the already critical socioeconomic 
situation being faced by the Palestinian population, 

 Expressing grave concern further about Israeli military operations and the continuing Israeli policy of closures 
and severe restrictions on the movement of persons and goods, including humanitarian personnel and food, medical, 
fuel, construction material and other essential supplies, via the imposition of crossing closures, checkpoints and a 
permit regime throughout the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and the consequent negative 
impact on the socioeconomic situation of the Palestinian people, in particular the Palestinian refugee population, 
which remains that of a humanitarian crisis, 

 Taking note of recent developments regarding the situation of access to the Gaza Strip, although grave 
hardships continue to prevail as a result of the prolonged Israeli closures and severe economic and movement 
restrictions that in effect amount to a blockade, calling in that regard for the full implementation of Security Council 
resolution 1860 (2009) of 8 January 2009 with a view to ensuring the full opening of the border crossings for the 
sustained and regular movement of persons and goods, including humanitarian aid, commercial flows and 
construction materials, and emphasizing the need for security for all civilian populations, 

 Deploring the heavy casualties among civilians, including hundreds of children and women, the internal 
displacement of thousands of civilians and widespread damage to homes, vital civilian infrastructure, hospitals, 
schools, food supply installations, economic, industrial and agricultural properties, and several United Nations 
facilities in the Gaza Strip, which have a grave impact on the provision of vital health and social services to 
Palestinian women and their families and on their socioeconomic living conditions, all caused by the military 
operations between December 2008 and January 2009, 

 Recalling, in that regard, the relevant United Nations reports, including those of the Economic and Social 
Council, the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia and the Human Rights Council, 

 Expressing deep concern about the short- and long-term detrimental impact of such widespread destruction 
and the hampering of the reconstruction process by Israel, the occupying Power, on the socioeconomic and 
humanitarian conditions of the Palestinian civilian population in the Gaza Strip, and calling in that regard for the 
immediate acceleration of the reconstruction process in the Gaza Strip with the assistance of the donor countries, 
including the disbursement of funds pledged at the International Conference in Support of the Palestinian Economy 
for the Reconstruction of Gaza, held in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, on 2 March 2009, 

 Gravely concerned about various reports of the United Nations and specialized agencies regarding the 
substantial aid dependency caused by prolonged border closures, inordinate rates of unemployment, widespread 

_______________ 
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poverty and severe humanitarian hardships, including food insecurity and rising health-related problems, including 
high levels of malnutrition, among the Palestinian people, especially children, in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, 
including East Jerusalem, 

 Expressing grave concern at the deaths and injuries caused to civilians, including children, women and 
peaceful demonstrators, and emphasizing that the Palestinian civilian population must be protected in accordance 
with international humanitarian law, 

 Emphasizing the importance of the safety and well-being of all civilians, and calling for the cessation of all 
acts of violence, including all acts of terror, provocation, incitement and destruction, and all firing of rockets, 

 Expressing deep concern that thousands of Palestinians, including many children and women, continue to be 
held in Israeli prisons or detention centres under harsh conditions, including unhygienic conditions, solitary 
confinement, excessive use of administrative detention, lack of proper medical care and denial of family visits and 
of due process, that impair their well-being, and expressing deep concern also about any ill-treatment and 
harassment of Palestinian prisoners and all reports of torture, while taking note of the recent agreement reached on 
conditions of detention in Israeli prisons and calling for its full and immediate implementation, 

 Conscious of the urgent need for the reconstruction and development of the economic and social infrastructure 
of the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, as well as the urgent need to address the 
humanitarian crisis facing the Palestinian people, including by ensuring the unimpeded provision of humanitarian 
assistance and the sustained and regular flow of persons and goods into and out of the Gaza Strip, 

 Recognizing the efforts being undertaken by the Palestinian Authority, with international support, to rebuild, 
reform and strengthen its damaged institutions and promote good governance, emphasizing the need to preserve the 
Palestinian national institutions and infrastructure, commending in that regard the implementation of the 2009 plan 
of the Palestinian Authority, entitled “Palestine: Ending the Occupation, Establishing the State”, for building the 
institutions of an independent Palestinian State within a 24-month period and the significant achievements that have 
been brought about, as confirmed by international institutions, including the United Nations, the International 
Monetary Fund and the World Bank in their reports to the meeting of the Ad Hoc Liaison Committee for the 
Coordination of the International Assistance to Palestinians held on 13 April 2011, and acknowledging the 
development plan of the Palestinian Authority for the period 2011–2013, 

 Commending, in that regard, the important work being done by the United Nations, the specialized agencies 
and the donor community in support of the economic and social development of the Palestinian people in line with 
their national development and State-building plan, completed at the end of August 2011, as well as the assistance 
being provided in the humanitarian field, 

 Stressing the importance of national unity among the Palestinian people, and emphasizing the need for the 
respect and preservation of the territorial integrity and unity of the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East 
Jerusalem, 

 Calling upon both parties to fulfil their obligations under the road map in cooperation with the Quartet, 

 1. Calls for the full opening of the border crossings of the Gaza Strip, in line with Security Council 
resolution 1860 (2009), to ensure humanitarian access as well as the sustained and regular flow of persons and 
goods and the lifting of all movement restrictions imposed on the Palestinian people, including those restrictions 
arising from ongoing Israeli military operations and the multilayered closures system, and for other urgent measures 
to be taken to alleviate the serious humanitarian situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, which is critical in 
the Gaza Strip, and calls for compliance by Israel, the occupying Power, with all of its legal obligations under 
international humanitarian law and United Nations resolutions in that regard; 

 2. Stresses the need to preserve the territorial contiguity, unity and integrity of the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, including East Jerusalem, and to guarantee the freedom of movement of persons and goods throughout the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, as well as to and from the outside world; 

 3. Also stresses the need to preserve and develop Palestinian national institutions and infrastructure for the 
provision of vital public services to the Palestinian civilian population and to contribute to the promotion and 
protection of human rights, including economic and social rights; 
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 4. Demands that Israel comply with the Protocol on Economic Relations between the Government of Israel 
and the Palestine Liberation Organization, signed in Paris on 29 April 1994;119 

 5. Calls upon Israel to restore and replace civilian properties, vital infrastructure, agricultural lands and 
governmental institutions that have been damaged or destroyed as a result of its military operations in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory; 

 6. Reiterates the call for the full implementation of the Agreement on Movement and Access of 
15 November 2005, particularly the urgent and uninterrupted reopening of all crossings into the Gaza Strip, which is 
crucial to ensuring the passage of foodstuffs and essential supplies, including construction materials and adequate 
fuel supplies, as well as to ensuring the unhindered access of the United Nations and related agencies and regular 
commercial flows necessary for economic recovery to and within the Occupied Palestinian Territory, and 
emphasizes the need for security for all civilian populations; 

 7. Calls upon all parties to respect the rules of international humanitarian law and to refrain from violence 
against the civilian population, in accordance with the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian 
Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949;113 

 8. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the Palestinian people and the Arab population of the occupied Syrian 
Golan to all their natural and economic resources, and calls upon Israel, the occupying Power, not to exploit, 
endanger or cause loss or depletion of those resources; 

 9. Calls upon Israel, the occupying Power, to cease its destruction of homes and properties, economic 
institutions and agricultural lands and orchards in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, as 
well as in the occupied Syrian Golan; 

 10. Also calls upon Israel, the occupying Power, to end immediately its exploitation of natural resources, 
including water and mining resources, and to cease the dumping of all kinds of waste materials in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and in the occupied Syrian Golan, which gravely threaten their 
natural resources, namely, the water, land and energy resources, and present a serious environmental hazard and 
health threat to the civilian populations, and also calls upon Israel, the occupying Power, to remove all obstacles that 
obstruct implementation of critical environmental projects, including the sewage treatment plants in the Gaza Strip; 

 11. Reaffirms that the construction and expansion of Israeli settlements and related infrastructure in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and the occupied Syrian Golan, are illegal and constitute a 
major obstacle to economic and social development and to the achievement of peace, and calls for the full cessation 
of all settlement and settlement-related activity, including full cessation of all measures aimed at altering the 
demographic composition, legal status and character of the occupied territories, including, in particular, in and 
around Occupied East Jerusalem, in compliance with relevant Security Council resolutions and international law, 
including the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War; 

 12. Also reaffirms that the ongoing construction by Israel of the wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, 
including in and around East Jerusalem, is contrary to international law and is isolating East Jerusalem, fragmenting 
the West Bank and seriously debilitating the economic and social development of the Palestinian people, and calls in 
that regard for full compliance with the legal obligations mentioned in the advisory opinion of the International 
Court of Justice rendered on 9 July 2004118 and in General Assembly resolution ES-10/15 and subsequent relevant 
resolutions; 

 13. Calls upon Israel to comply with the provisions of the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of 
Civilian Persons in Time of War and to facilitate visits of the Syrian citizens of the occupied Syrian Golan whose 
family members reside in their mother homeland, the Syrian Arab Republic, via the Qunaitra entrance; 

 14. Emphasizes the importance of the work of United Nations organizations and agencies in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and of the United Nations Special Coordinator for the Middle East 
Peace Process and Personal Representative of the Secretary-General to the Palestine Liberation Organization and 
the Palestinian Authority; 

_______________ 
119 See A/49/180-S/1994/727, annex, entitled “Agreement on the Gaza Strip and the Jericho Area”, annex IV.  
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 15. Reiterates the importance of the revival and accelerated advancement of negotiations of the peace 
process on the basis of relevant United Nations resolutions, including Security Council resolutions 242 (1967), 
338 (1973), 425 (1978), 1397 (2002), 1515 (2003), 1544 (2004) and 1850 (2008), the Madrid Conference, the 
principle of land for peace, the Arab Peace Initiative116 and the Quartet road map,117 as well as compliance with the 
agreements reached between the Government of Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organization, the representative 
of the Palestinian people, in order to pave the way for the realization of the two-State solution of Israel and Palestine 
living side by side in peace and security within recognized borders, based on the pre-1967 borders, and the 
achievement of a just, lasting and comprehensive peace settlement; 

 16. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assembly at its sixty-seventh session, through 
the Economic and Social Council, a report on the implementation of the present resolution and to continue to 
include in the report of the United Nations Special Coordinator an update on the living conditions of the Palestinian 
people, in collaboration with relevant United Nations agencies; 

 17. Decides to include the item entitled “Economic and social repercussions of the Israeli occupation on the 
living conditions of the Palestinian people in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and the 
Arab population in the occupied Syrian Golan” in the agenda of its substantive session of 2013. 

47th plenary meeting 
26 July 2012 

 

2012/24. Mainstreaming a gender perspective into all policies and programmes in the United Nations system 

 The Economic and Social Council, 

 Reaffirming its agreed conclusions 1997/2 of 18 July 1997 on mainstreaming a gender perspective into all 
policies and programmes in the United Nations system,120 and recalling its resolutions 2001/41 of 26 July 2001, 
2002/23 of 24 July 2002, 2003/49 of 24 July 2003, 2004/4 of 7 July 2004, 2005/31 of 26 July 2005, 2006/36 of 
27 July 2006, 2007/33 of 27 July 2007, 2008/34 of 25 July 2008, 2009/12 of 28 July 2009, 2010/29 of 23 July 2010 
and 2011/6 of 14 July 2011, 

 Reaffirming also the commitments to gender equality and the advancement of women made at the Millennium 
Summit,121 the 2005 World Summit,122 the high-level plenary meeting of the General Assembly on the Millennium 
Development Goals123 and other major United Nations summits, conferences and special sessions, and reaffirming 
further that their full, effective and accelerated implementation is integral to achieving the internationally agreed 
development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals, 

 Reaffirming further the commitment made at the 2005 World Summit to actively promote the mainstreaming 
of a gender perspective in the design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of policies and programmes in all 
political, economic and social spheres and to further undertake to strengthen the capabilities of the United Nations 
system in the area of gender, 

 Reaffirming that gender mainstreaming is a globally accepted strategy for achieving gender equality and the 
empowerment of women and constitutes a critical strategy in the full, effective and accelerated implementation of 
the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action124 and the outcomes of the twenty-third special session of the 
General Assembly,125 

 Recalling the section of General Assembly resolution 64/289 of 2 July 2010 entitled “Strengthening the 
institutional arrangements for support of gender equality and the empowerment of women”, 

_______________ 
120 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-second Session, Supplement No. 3 (A/52/3/Rev.1), chap. IV, sect. A, para. 4.  
121 General Assembly resolution 55/2. 
122 General Assembly resolution 60/1. 
123 General Assembly resolution 65/1. 
124 Report of the Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing, 4–15 September 1995 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.96.IV.13), 
chap. I, resolution 1, annexes I and II.  
125 General Assembly resolution S-23/2, annex, and resolution S-23/3, annex.  
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 1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Secretary-General126 and the recommendations 
contained therein, and calls for further and continued efforts to mainstream a gender perspective into all policies and 
programmes of the United Nations in accordance with all relevant resolutions of the Economic and Social Council; 

 2. Stresses that the Inter-Agency Network on Women and Gender Equality constitutes a key forum for 
achieving more effective coordination, coherence and gender mainstreaming across the United Nations system and 
for the exchange and cross-fertilization of ideas and practical experiences on gender mainstreaming within the 
United Nations system, and looks forward to the continued implementation of the policy and strategy for gender 
mainstreaming within the United Nations system; 

 3. Requests the United Nations system, including its agencies, funds and programmes, within their 
respective mandates, to continue mainstreaming the issue of gender in accordance with previous Council 
resolutions, in particular resolution 2008/34, and General Assembly resolution 64/289, including mainstreaming a 
gender perspective into all operational mechanisms, inter alia, the United Nations Development Assistance 
Framework and other development frameworks, ensuring that managers provide leadership and support, within the 
United Nations system, to advance gender mainstreaming, strengthening monitoring, reporting and evaluation so as 
to allow system-wide assessment of progress in gender mainstreaming, and using existing training resources, 
including institutions and infrastructure, to assist in the development and application of unified training modules and 
tools on gender mainstreaming and to promote the collection, analysis and use of accurate, reliable, comparable and 
relevant data, disaggregated by sex and age, during programme development and the evaluation of gender 
mainstreaming in order to assess progress towards achieving gender equality and the empowerment of women; 

 4. Also requests the United Nations system to continue to support Member States, with their agreement and 
consent, in the implementation of national policies for the achievement of gender equality and the empowerment of 
women, inter alia, by providing support and capacity development to national machineries for the advancement of 
women; 

 5. Welcomes the development of the United Nations System-wide Action Plan on Gender Equality and the 
Empowerment of Women, under the leadership of the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the 
Empowerment of Women (UN-Women), and its adoption by the United Nations System Chief Executives Board 
for Coordination on 13 April 2012, as an accountability framework to be fully implemented by the United Nations 
system, and calls upon the United Nations system to actively engage in its roll-out; 

 6. Calls upon UN-Women, in accordance with General Assembly resolution 64/289: 

 (a) To continue to fully undertake its role of leading, coordinating and promoting the accountability of the 
United Nations system in its work on gender equality and the empowerment of women, and to ensure that any new 
mandates shall be subject to approval by intergovernmental process; 

 (b) In the context of its work at the field level, to continue to operate as part of the resident coordinator 
system, within the United Nations country team, leading and coordinating the work of the country team on gender 
equality and the empowerment of women, under the overall leadership of the resident coordinator; 

 (c) On the basis of the principle of universality, to continue to provide, through its normative support 
functions and operational activities, guidance and technical support to all Member States, across all levels of 
development and in all regions, at their request, on gender equality, the empowerment and rights of women and 
gender mainstreaming; 

 (d) To continue to support gender mainstreaming across the United Nations system as an integral part of 
its work; 

 7. Recognizes that large gaps remain between policy and practice and that building United Nations staff 
capacities alone is not sufficient for the entire United Nations system to meet its commitments and obligations with 
respect to gender mainstreaming; 

 8. Requests the United Nations system, including its agencies, funds and programmes, within their 
respective organizational mandates and in line with existing rules and regulations governing selection and 

_______________ 
126 E/2012/61.  
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recruitment processes in the relevant organizations, to continue working collaboratively to enhance gender 
mainstreaming within the United Nations system, including by: 

 (a) Continuing to work to better align gender equality programming with national priorities, as requested by 
the Member State concerned, with the aim of integrating gender mainstreaming into policies, legislation and programmes; 

 (b) Promoting a facilitative and evolving environment for gender mainstreaming at the headquarters level 
and ensuring that entities within the United Nations system dedicate adequate financial and human resources to 
gender equality programming at the country level; 

 (c) Strengthening the coordination of gender-responsive operational activities among entities of the United 
Nations system through existing coordination mechanisms at the country level and in partnership, where 
appropriate, with other relevant entities and national partners; 

 (d) Ensuring that the various existing accountability mechanisms of the United Nations system provide for 
more coherent, accurate and effective monitoring, evaluation and reporting on gender equality results and on the 
tracking of gender-related resource allocation and expenditure, including through the promotion of the use, where 
appropriate, of gender markers, and encouraging the use by United Nations country teams of gender accountability 
mechanisms to assist and improve their performance at the country level; 

 (e) Supporting UN-Women in its promotion of increased accountability for gender mainstreaming, 
including through the systematic use of monitoring and reporting mechanisms, including for United Nations country 
teams and for assessing individual staff performance; 

 (f) Securing technical expertise for gender equality in programme planning and implementation to ensure 
that gender dimensions are systematically addressed and, in this regard, drawing on the gender expertise available in 
the United Nations system, including in UN-Women, to assist in the preparation of the United Nations Development 
Assistance Framework and other development programming frameworks; 

 (g) Providing ongoing capacity development in the area of gender mainstreaming for all United Nations 
staff and personnel at the country level, including resident coordinators and members of the United Nations country 
teams, particularly gender experts, to ensure that they are better able to advance gender equality and the 
empowerment of women; 

 (h) Collecting, analysing, using and disseminating comparable data, disaggregated by sex and age, in a 
regular and systematic manner to guide country programming investments, to support the preparation of corporate 
and country-level documents, such as the strategic, programmatic and results-based frameworks, and to continue to 
refine their tools for measuring progress and impact; 

 (i) Ensuring progress, including through managerial and departmental accountability, towards achieving the 
goal of a 50/50 gender balance at all levels in the Secretariat and throughout the United Nations system, with due 
regard to the representation of women from developing countries and keeping in mind the principle of equitable 
geographical representation, in conformity with Article 101, paragraph 3, of the Charter of the United Nations; 

 9. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the Council at its substantive session of 2013 a report on the 
implementation of the present resolution, including the promotion of accountability and progress made in the 
implementation of the System-wide Action Plan. 

48th plenary meeting 
27 July 2012 

 

2012/25. Situation of and assistance to Palestinian women 

 The Economic and Social Council, 

 Having considered with appreciation the report of the Secretary-General,127 

 Recalling the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women,128  in particular 
paragraph 260 concerning Palestinian women and children, the Beijing Platform for Action adopted at the Fourth 

_______________ 
127 E/CN.6/2012/6.  
128 Report of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, 
Development and Peace, Nairobi, 15–26 July 1985 (A/CONF.116/28/Rev.1), chap. I, sect. A. 
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World Conference on Women129 and the outcome documents of the twenty-third special session of the General 
Assembly, entitled “Women 2000: gender equality, development and peace for the twenty-first century”,130 

 Recalling also its resolution 2011/18 of 26 July 2011 and other relevant United Nations resolutions, including 
General Assembly resolution 57/337 of 3 July 2003 on the prevention of armed conflict and Security Council 
resolution 1325 (2000) of 31 October 2000 on women and peace and security, 

 Recalling further the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women131 as it concerns the protection 
of civilian populations, 

 Recalling the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,132 the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights132 and the Convention on the Rights of the Child,133 and reaffirming that these 
human rights instruments must be respected in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, 

 Expressing deep concern about the grave situation of Palestinian women in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, 
including East Jerusalem, resulting from the severe impact of the ongoing illegal Israeli occupation and all of its 
manifestations, 

 Expressing grave concern about the increased difficulties being faced by Palestinian women and girls living 
under Israeli occupation, including the continuation of home demolitions, evictions of Palestinians, the revocation of 
residency rights and arbitrary detention and imprisonment, as well as high rates of poverty and unemployment, food 
insecurity, inadequate water supply, incidents of domestic violence, and declining health, education and living 
standards, including the rising incidence of trauma and the decline in their psychological well-being, and expressing 
grave concern about the dire humanitarian crisis and insecurity and instability on the ground in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, in particular in the Gaza Strip, 

 Deploring the dire economic and social conditions of Palestinian women and girls in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, including East Jerusalem, and the systematic violation of their human rights resulting from the severe 
impact of ongoing illegal Israeli practices, including displacement and the confiscation of land, particularly in 
connection with the construction and expansion of settlements and the wall, which continue to constitute a major 
obstacle to peace on the basis of the two-State solution, and the continued imposition of closures and restrictions on 
the movement of persons and goods, which have detrimentally affected their right to health care, including access of 
pregnant women to health services for antenatal care and safe delivery, education, employment, development and 
freedom of movement, 

 Gravely concerned, in particular, about the critical socioeconomic and humanitarian situation in the Gaza 
Strip, including that resulting from the Israeli military operations and the imposition of a blockade consisting of the 
prolonged closure of border crossings and severe restrictions on the movement of persons and goods, as well as the 
continued impeding of the reconstruction process by Israel, the occupying Power, which has detrimentally affected 
every aspect of the lives of the civilian population, especially women and children, in the Gaza Strip, 

 Stressing the importance of providing assistance, especially emergency assistance, to alleviate the dire 
socioeconomic and humanitarian situation being faced by Palestinian women and their families, 

 Emphasizing the importance of increasing the role of women in peacebuilding and decision-making with 
regard to conflict prevention and the peaceful resolution of conflicts as part of efforts to ensure the safety and well-
being of all women in the region, and stressing the importance of their equal participation and involvement in all 
efforts for the achievement, maintenance and promotion of peace and security, 

 1. Reaffirms that the Israeli occupation remains the major obstacle for Palestinian women with regard to 
their advancement, self-reliance and integration into the development of their society, and stresses the importance of 
efforts to increase their role in decision-making with regard to conflict prevention and resolution and to ensure their 
equal participation and involvement in all efforts for the achievement, maintenance and promotion of peace and 
security; 

_______________ 
129 Report of the Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing, 4–15 September 1995 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.96.IV.13), 
chap. I, resolution 1, annex II.  
130 General Assembly resolution S-23/2, annex, and resolution S-23/3, annex.  
131 General Assembly resolution 48/104. 
132 See General Assembly resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.  
133 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1577, No. 27531.  
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 2. Calls upon the international community, in this regard, to continue to provide urgently needed 
assistance, especially emergency assistance, and services in an effort to alleviate the dire humanitarian crisis being 
faced by Palestinian women and their families and to help in the reconstruction of relevant Palestinian institutions, 
with the integration of a gender perspective into all of its international assistance programmes, and commends the 
implementation of the August 2009 plan of the Palestinian Authority for building the institutions of an independent 
Palestinian State within a 24-month period and the significant achievements made, as confirmed by international 
institutions, including the United Nations, the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank; 

 3. Demands that Israel, the occupying Power, comply fully with the provisions and principles of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights,134 the Regulations annexed to the Hague Convention IV of 1907,135 the 
Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949,136 and all 
other relevant rules, principles and instruments of international law, including the International Covenants on 
Human Rights,132 in order to protect the rights of Palestinian women and their families; 

 4. Urges the international community to continue to give special attention to the promotion and protection of 
the human rights of Palestinian women and girls and to intensify its measures to improve the difficult conditions 
being faced by Palestinian women and their families living under Israeli occupation; 

 5. Calls upon Israel to facilitate the return of all refugees and displaced Palestinian women and children to 
their homes and properties, in compliance with the relevant United Nations resolutions; 

 6. Stresses the urgent need for sustained and active international involvement, including by the Quartet, to 
support both parties in resuming, advancing and accelerating the peace process negotiations for the achievement of a 
just, lasting and comprehensive peace settlement, on the basis of United Nations resolutions, the Quartet road map 
to a permanent two-State solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict137 and the Arab Peace Initiative adopted by the 
Council of the League of Arab States at its fourteenth session;138 

 7. Requests the Commission on the Status of Women to continue to monitor and take action with regard to 
the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women,128 in particular 
paragraph 260 concerning Palestinian women and children, the Beijing Platform for Action129 and the outcome 
documents of the twenty-third special session of the General Assembly, entitled “Women 2000: gender equality, 
development and peace for the twenty-first century”;130 

 8. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to review the situation, to assist Palestinian women by all 
available means, including those set out in his report,127 and to submit to the Commission on the Status of Women at 
its fifty-seventh session a report, including information provided by the Economic and Social Commission for 
Western Asia, on the progress made in the implementation of the present resolution. 

48th plenary meeting 
27 July 2012 

 

2012/26. Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries for the Decade 2011–2020 

 The Economic and Social Council, 

 Recalling the Istanbul Declaration139 and the Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries for the 
Decade 2011–2020,140 adopted by the Fourth United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries, held in 

_______________ 
134 General Assembly resolution 217 A (III).  
135 See Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, The Hague Conventions and Declarations of 1899 and 1907 (New York, Oxford 
University Press, 1915).  
136 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, No. 973.  
137 S/2003/529, annex.  
138 A/56/1026-S/2002/932, annex II, resolution 14/221.  
139  Report of the Fourth United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries, Istanbul, Turkey, 9–13 May 2011 
(A/CONF.219/7), chap. I.  
140 Ibid., chap. II.  
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Istanbul, Turkey, from 9 to 13 May 2011, and endorsed by the General Assembly in resolution 65/280 of 17 June 
2011, in which the Assembly called upon all the relevant stakeholders to commit to implementing the Programme 
of Action, 

 Reaffirming the overarching goal of the Istanbul Programme of Action of overcoming the structural challenges 
faced by the least developed countries in order to eradicate poverty, achieve the internationally agreed development 
goals and enable graduation from the least developed country category, 

 Recalling the outcome document of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, held in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil, from 20 to 22 June 2012, entitled “The future we want”,141 

 Recalling also its resolution 2011/9 of 22 July 2011 on the Istanbul Programme of Action, 

 Recalling further General Assembly resolution 66/213 of 22 December 2011, 

 Recalling the ministerial declaration adopted on 10 July 2012 at the high-level segment of its substantive 
session of 2012, on the theme “Promoting productive capacity, employment and decent work to eradicate poverty in 
the context of inclusive, sustainable and equitable economic growth at all levels for achieving the Millennium 
Development Goals”,142 

 1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of the Programme of Action for 
the Least Developed Countries for the Decade 2011–2020;143 

 2. Reaffirms the commitment, made by the international community in the outcome document of the 
United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development,141 to assist the least developed countries in their efforts to 
achieve sustainable development, and also reaffirms the agreement to effectively implement the Istanbul 
Programme of Action140 and to fully integrate its priority areas into the framework for action contained in the 
outcome document, the broader implementation of which will contribute to the overarching goal of the Programme 
of Action of enabling half the least developed countries to meet the criteria for graduation by 2020; 

 3. Expresses concern that the ongoing impact of the financial and economic crisis demonstrates the need 
for appropriate regional and international support to be deployed in a timely and targeted manner to complement the 
efforts of the least developed countries aimed at building resilience in the face of economic shocks and mitigating 
the effects of such shocks; 

 4. Reaffirms that building a critical mass of viable and competitive productive capacity in agriculture, 
manufacturing and services is essential if the least developed countries are to benefit from greater integration into 
the global economy, increase their resilience to shocks, sustain inclusive and equitable growth and eradicate poverty, 
achieve structural transformation and generate full and productive employment and decent work for all; 

 5. Notes the efforts made by the least developed countries towards full employment and decent work for all 
and expresses its concern that, despite considerable efforts, those countries are yet to generate a sufficient number of 
decent jobs for their growing working-age populations, including because of the structural constraints of their 
economies, and in this regard encourages further action by the least developed countries to strengthen productive 
capacities, as outlined in the Istanbul Programme of Action, and recalls the commitments made by the development 
partners in the Programme of Action to provide, inter alia, enhanced financial and technical support to the least 
developed countries to develop productive capacities, in order to support the efforts of the least developed countries 
to achieve structural transformation and generate full and productive employment and decent work for all; 

 6. Stresses the importance of undertaking policy measures on social protection in the least developed 
countries in order to achieve the goal of enhancing social protection systems to improve the resilience of all, 
including poor and disadvantaged groups, as set out in the Istanbul Programme of Action, and in this regard 
reiterates the commitments made by the least developed countries and their development partners in the Programme 
of Action; 

_______________ 
141 General Assembly resolution 66/288, annex.  
142 E/HLS/2012/1.  
143 A/67/88-E/2012/75.  
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 7. Welcomes the progress made by many least developed countries in implementing the Istanbul 
Programme of Action, including by mainstreaming it into relevant planning documents and development strategies, 
and calls upon the least developed countries, with the support of their development partners, to fulfil their 
commitments and to promote implementation of the Programme of Action, including by integrating its provisions 
into their national policies and development frameworks and conducting regular reviews with the full involvement 
of all key stakeholders, and in this regard invites the Office of the High Representative for the Least Developed 
Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States, the subsidiary bodies of the 
Economic and Social Council, including United Nations regional and functional commissions, the United Nations 
resident coordinator system and the United Nations country teams to actively support the integration and the 
implementation of the Programme of Action; 

 8. Also welcomes the progress in mainstreaming the Istanbul Programme of Action into the development 
cooperation frameworks of development partners, and calls upon the development partners to further integrate the 
Programme of Action into their respective national cooperation policy frameworks, programmes and activities, as 
appropriate, to ensure enhanced, predictable and targeted support to the least developed countries, as set out in the 
Programme of Action, and the delivery of their commitments, and to consider appropriate measures to overcome 
shortfalls or shortcomings, if any; 

 9. Notes that official development assistance continues to be the largest source of external financing for the 
development of least developed countries and plays an important role in their development, also notes that progress 
has been made during the past decade in increasing the flow of official development assistance to least developed 
countries, underlines the fact that the fulfilment of all official development assistance commitments is crucial, 
including the commitments by many developed countries to achieve the target of 0.7 per cent of gross national 
product for official development assistance to developing countries by 2015, as well as the target of 0.15 per cent to 
0.20 per cent of gross national product for official development assistance to the least developed countries, and 
urges developed countries that have not yet done so to fulfil their commitments for official development assistance 
to least developed countries; 

 10. Welcomes steps to improve the effectiveness and quality of aid in least developed countries, and 
underlines the need for enhancing the quality of aid by strengthening national ownership, alignment, harmonization, 
predictability, mutual accountability and transparency, and results orientation; 

 11. Calls upon the least developed countries, their development partners, the United Nations system and all 
other actors to fully and effectively implement the commitments that have been made in the Istanbul Programme of 
Action in its eight priority areas, namely, (a) productive capacity, (b) agriculture, food security and rural development, 
(c) trade, (d) commodities, (e) human and social development, (f) multiple crises and other emerging challenges, 
(g) mobilizing financial resources for development and capacity-building, and (h) good governance at all levels, in a 
coordinated, coherent and expeditious manner; 

 12. Calls upon the least developed countries, in cooperation with their development partners, to broaden 
their existing country review mechanisms, including those for the achievement of the Millennium Development 
Goals, the implementation of poverty reduction strategy papers, common country assessments and United Nations 
Development Assistance Frameworks, and the existing consultative mechanisms to cover the review of the Istanbul 
Programme of Action; 

 13. Invites all organizations of the United Nations system and other multilateral organizations, including the 
Bretton Woods institutions and international and regional financial institutions, to contribute to the implementation 
of the Istanbul Programme of Action and to integrate it into their programmes of work, as appropriate and in 
accordance with their respective mandates, and to participate fully in its review at the national, subregional, regional 
and global levels; 

 14. Calls upon the developing countries, guided by the spirit of solidarity and consistent with their 
capabilities, to provide support for the effective implementation of the Istanbul Programme of Action in mutually 
agreed areas of cooperation within the framework of South-South cooperation, which is a complement to, but not a 
substitute for, North-South cooperation; 

 15. Invites the private sector, civil society and foundations to contribute to the implementation of the 
Istanbul Programme of Action in their respective areas of competence in line with the national priorities of the least 
developed countries; 
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 16. Welcomes with appreciation the decisions taken by various entities of the United Nations system, 
including the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, the Economic and Social Commission for 
Asia and the Pacific, the United Nations Children’s Fund, the United Nations Development Programme, the United 
Nations Population Fund, the United Nations Office for Project Services, the United Nations Entity for Gender 
Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN-Women), the World Food Programme, the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, the International Telecommunication Union, the World Meteorological 
Organization, the World Intellectual Property Organization, the United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
and the International Atomic Energy Agency, to mainstream the Istanbul Programme of Action and integrate its 
relevant provisions into their programmes of work, and in this regard invites the governing bodies of all other 
United Nations funds, programmes and specialized agencies to do the same in an expeditious manner, as 
appropriate and in accordance with their respective mandates; 

 17. Reiterates its request to the Secretary-General to include the issues of concern to the least developed 
countries in all relevant reports in the economic, social, environmental and related fields in order to support the 
implementation of the goals set out in the Istanbul Programme of Action; 

 18. Underlines the need to give particular attention to the issues and concerns of the least developed 
countries in all major United Nations conferences and processes; 

 19. Notes the work done by the ad hoc working group to further study and strengthen the smooth transition 
process for countries graduating from the least developed country category; 

 20. Recalls the request made by the General Assembly to the Secretary-General to take the steps necessary 
to undertake a joint gap and capacity analysis on a priority basis by 2013, with the aim of establishing a technology 
bank and science, technology and innovation supporting mechanism dedicated to the least developed countries, 
building on existing international initiatives; 

 21. Underlines the need to take the steps necessary to ensure the mutual accountability of the least 
developed countries and their development partners for delivering the commitments undertaken under the Istanbul 
Programme of Action; 

 22. Reaffirms its decision to include in its annual ministerial review, in 2015, a review of the implementation 
of the Istanbul Programme of Action; 

 23. Reiterates that the Development Cooperation Forum should continue to take into consideration the 
Istanbul Programme of Action when it reviews the trends in international development cooperation, as well as 
policy coherence for development; 

 24. Strongly encourages giving appropriate consideration to the special needs and development priorities of 
the least developed countries, including those contained in the Istanbul Programme of Action, in the processes 
devoted to the definition of the post-2015 development agenda; 

 25. Invites the relevant United Nations regional commissions and agencies to undertake biennial reviews of 
the implementation of the Istanbul Programme of Action, the first one of which should be undertaken in 2013, in 
close coordination with the global-level and country-level follow-up processes and in cooperation with subregional 
and regional development banks and intergovernmental organizations; 

 26. Encourages Governments, intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, major groups and 
other donors to contribute in a timely manner to the Trust Fund in support of the activities undertaken by the Office 
of the High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island 
Developing States to support the implementation, follow-up and monitoring of the Istanbul Programme of Action as 
well as the participation of the representatives from the least developed countries in the annual review meeting on 
the implementation of the Programme of Action by the Council as well as in other relevant forums, and in this 
regard expresses its appreciation to those countries that have made voluntary contributions to the Trust Fund; 

 27. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the Council at its substantive session of 2013, under the 
sub-item entitled “Review and coordination of the implementation of the Istanbul Programme of Action for the 
Least Developed Countries for the Decade 2011–2020”, a progress report on the implementation of the Programme 
of Action. 

48th plenary meeting 
27 July 2012 
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2012/27. Human settlements 

 The Economic and Social Council, 

 Recalling its relevant resolutions and decisions on the coordinated implementation of the Habitat Agenda,144 

 Acknowledging the work of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) towards 
attaining the goal of sustainable urban development and the implementation of the Habitat Agenda, 

 Recalling the outcome document of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, held in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil, from 20 to 22 June 2012, entitled “The future we want”,145 

 1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on the coordinated implementation of the Habitat 
Agenda;146 

 2. Also takes note of paragraph 2 of General Assembly resolution 66/207 of 22 December 2011, in which 
the Assembly decided to convene in 2016 a third United Nations conference on housing and sustainable urban 
development (Habitat III); 

 3. Notes the ongoing review of the governance structure of the United Nations Human Settlements 
Programme (UN-Habitat), which aims to improve its transparency, accountability, efficiency and effectiveness; 

 4. Recognizes the progress made in meeting and even surpassing Millennium Development Goal 7, target 11, 
in terms of improving the lives of slum dwellers, but expresses concern that there has not been enough progress to 
counter the growth of slums in the developing world, that urban sprawl adds to the urban divide pushing social 
segregation in cities and suburbs, and that the overall reduction in the world’s urban divide requires greater effort, 
since the absolute number of slum dwellers actually increased by over 50 million in ten years, and in this regard 
stresses the need for Governments and development partners to redouble efforts to support plans and strategies at all 
levels to improve the lives of the urban poor across the developing world; 

 5. Encourages Governments to continue to support the work and existing cooperation of UN-Habitat, 
within its mandate and in line with its medium-term strategic and institutional plan for the period 2008–2013, on 
issues related to cities and climate change, including its complementary role in matters related to climate change 
within the United Nations system, in particular in addressing the vulnerability of cities to climate change, with a 
focus on vulnerable urban populations, slum dwellers, the urban poor and at-risk populations; 

 6. Also encourages Governments, according to their circumstances and capacities, to promote sustainability 
criteria in planning, construction and management for access to clean water and safe drinking water, adequate 
sanitation, urban and rural services, sustainable waste management, sustainable transport and disaster risk reduction; 

 7. Encourages governments at all levels and all relevant stakeholders, including the private sector, to 
promote the participation and access of people, in particular the poor, to policies, programmes and projects related to 
basic services, including housing, in order to address the needs of rural and urban populations; 

 8. Welcomes the contributions of initiatives at all levels to mobilize investment for slum upgrading, shelter 
and basic services beyond current targets, and invites the international community to support such efforts; 

 9. Emphasizes that, for Habitat III and its preparatory process, full advantage should be taken of planned 
meetings by aligning with the twenty-fourth and twenty-fifth sessions of the Governing Council of UN-Habitat and 
with the seventh session of the World Urban Forum, and encourages the regular regional ministerial conferences on 
housing and urban development and other relevant expert group meetings to support the activities of the preparatory 
process, taking into account that the conference and the preparatory process should be carried out in the most 
inclusive, efficient, effective and improved manner; 

_______________ 
144 Report of the United Nations Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat II), Istanbul, 3–14 June 1996 (United Nations publication, 
Sales No. E.97.IV.6), chap. I, resolution 1, annex II.  
145 General Assembly resolution 66/288, annex.  
146 E/2012/65.  
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 10. Encourages the inclusion of all relevant stakeholders at the local, national and regional levels in 
preparations for Habitat III; 

 11. Recommends that the General Assembly adopt in a timely manner a resolution on the modalities for 
Habitat III, and in this regard encourages the United Nations system, in particular the regional and functional 
commissions and other relevant subsidiary bodies of the Economic and Social Council, to actively support the 
preparatory process of the conference, as appropriate; 

 12. Encourages UN-Habitat to continue to work on the strategic plan for 2014–2019 in consultation with 
the Committee of Permanent Representatives, in an open and transparent manner, setting realistic and achievable 
goals for the period that it covers; 

 13. Takes note of the report of the Executive Director of UN-Habitat on the review of the governance 
structure of the Programme,147 and encourages UN-Habitat to move this process forward, in cooperation with the 
Committee of Permanent Representatives, in order to continue on its path towards the improvement of the 
transparency, accountability, efficiency and effectiveness of its governance structure; 

 14. Invites the international donor community and financial institutions to contribute generously to 
UN-Habitat through increased voluntary financial contributions to the United Nations Habitat and Human 
Settlements Foundation, including the Water and Sanitation Trust Fund and the technical cooperation trust funds, 
and invites Governments in a position to do so and other stakeholders to provide predictable multi-year funding and 
increased non-earmarked contributions; 

 15. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to adequately support UN-Habitat in accordance with the 
mandate of the General Assembly; 

 16. Invites Governments to further promote sustainable cities and the role of local authorities in their 
national development policies and programmes and to consider the environmentally sustainable, socially inclusive 
and economically productive roles of cities in the post-2015 United Nations development agenda; 

 17. Decides to transmit to the General Assembly for consideration at its sixty-seventh session the report of the 
Secretary-General on the coordinated implementation of the Habitat Agenda; 

 18. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the Council for consideration at its substantive session of 2013 
a report on the coordinated implementation of the Habitat Agenda. 

48th plenary meeting 
27 July 2012 

 

2012/28. Report of the Committee of Experts on Public Administration on its eleventh session 

 The Economic and Social Council, 

 Recalling its resolutions 2002/40 of 19 December 2002, 2003/60 of 25 July 2003, 2005/3 of 31 March 2005, 
2005/55 of 21 October 2005, 2006/47 of 28 July 2006, 2007/38 of 4 October 2007, 2008/32 of 25 July 2008, 
2009/18 of 29 July 2009, 2011/2 of 26 April 2011 and 2011/22 of 27 July 2011, all on public administration and 
development, 

 Referring to General Assembly resolutions 50/225 of 19 April 1996, 56/213 of 21 December 2001, 57/277 of 
20 December 2002, 58/231 of 23 December 2003, 59/55 of 2 December 2004 and 60/34 of 30 November 2005, all 
on public administration and development, and resolutions 63/202 of 19 December 2008, 64/187 of 21 December 
2009, 65/141 of 20 December 2010 and 66/184 of 22 December 2011, all on information and communications 
technologies for development, 

 Recognizing the work of the Committee of Experts on Public Administration in providing policy advice and 
programmatic guidance to the Economic and Social Council on issues related to governance and public 
administration in development, 

_______________ 
147 HSP/GC/23/2/Add.1.  



Resolutions 

81 
 

 Noting the support being provided by the United Nations Programme in Public Administration and Finance to 
Member States on institutional and human resource capacity development, electronic and mobile government, and 
citizen engagement in managing development programmes, 

 Underscoring the centrality of transparent, accountable, inclusive, efficient, effective and equitable public 
administration in the process of development, 

 1. Takes note with appreciation of the conclusions and recommendations on local public governance and 
administration for results, contained in the report of the Committee of Experts on Public Administration on its 
eleventh session,148 particularly the special emphasis on the role of citizen engagement, human capital development, 
including training and education of public servants, and fair allocation of resources in strengthening governance at 
all levels, particularly the local level; 

 2. Reaffirms that good governance and the rule of law at the national and international levels are essential 
for sustained, inclusive and equitable economic growth, sustainable development and the eradication of poverty and 
hunger,149 and encourages Member States to continue to support capacity development in public governance and 
institution-building at all levels, with a view to accelerating progress towards the achievement of the internationally 
agreed development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals; 

 3. Invites the Committee, within the framework of the preparations for its twelfth session, to study the 
effect of specific practices in responsive and inclusive public governance on development, bearing in mind the need 
to promote high standards of public sector integrity, transparency, accountability, efficiency and effectiveness, at the 
national and local levels, promote equal access to public services and provide opportunities for all people to 
participate in the conduct of public affairs, and requests the Committee to convey the outcome of the study to the 
Economic and Social Council in the report on its twelfth session, in April 2013, with a view to assisting the process 
of preparing for deliberations on a post-2015 development agenda; 

 4. Requests the Secretariat to continue: 

 (a) To increase the scope and depth of its online and offline capacity development training and to further 
develop its Public Administration Country Studies, which contain country statistical data and analytical and case 
studies, with the aim of better assisting countries in redefining, reforming, strengthening and innovating their public 
administrations in general, and public service delivery in particular, according to their needs; 

 (b) To give due recognition to innovative public sector initiatives of Member States through the promotion 
and strengthening of United Nations Public Service Day and the United Nations Public Service Awards; 

 (c) To support the development of the United Nations Public Administration Network for partnership-
building, knowledge dissemination and the exchange of best practices and lessons learned in the area of public 
administration; 

 (d) To assist in the implementation of the Plan of Action adopted by the World Summit on the Information 
Society at its first phase, held in Geneva from 10 to 12 December 2003,150 and the Tunis Agenda for the Information 
Society, adopted by the Summit at its second phase, held in Tunis from 16 to 18 November 2005,151 on issues 
related to electronic and mobile government; 

 5. Invites Member States and other institutional donors to consider contributing to the relevant trust funds 
of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the Secretariat for extending its capacity-building programmes 
and outreach activities, as appropriate. 

48th plenary meeting 
27 July 2012 

_______________ 
148 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 2012, Supplement No. 24 (E/2012/44).  
149 General Assembly resolution 65/1, para. 11; other clauses related to citizen engagement may be found in paras. 23 (a), (e) and (g) of the 
resolution. 
150 See A/C.2/59/3, annex.  
151 See A/60/687.  
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2012/29. Report of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights on its forty-sixth and  
forty-seventh sessions 

 The Economic and Social Council, 

 Recalling its resolution 2010/37 of 14 December 2010, 

 Recalling also General Assembly resolution 66/254 of 23 February 2012, by which the Assembly launched 
the intergovernmental process on strengthening and enhancing the effective functioning of the human rights treaty 
body system, and recognizing in this regard that a long-term solution to the problem of the backlog of reports of 
States parties to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights152 can be found in this context, 

 Having considered the report of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights on its forty-sixth and 
forty-seventh sessions153 and the request contained therein for additional meeting time, 

 Concerned about the persistent backlog of reports of States parties awaiting consideration, which prevents the 
Committee from fully discharging its responsibilities under the Covenant and Economic and Social Council 
resolution 1985/17 of 28 May 1985 in an efficient and timely manner, 

 Welcoming the efforts made by the Committee to improve the efficiency of its working methods, in particular 
its decision to consider, on a temporary basis, periodic reports over two meetings, with a view to increasing the 
number of reports of States parties considered by the Committee in order to reduce the current backlog, and 
encouraging sustained efforts by the Committee to improve the efficiency of its working methods, 

 1. Decides to approve, as a temporary measure and without prejudice to the intergovernmental process of 
the General Assembly on strengthening and enhancing the effective functioning of the human rights treaty body 
system, the extension of the second annual session of 2013 of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights by one week and the first annual session of 2014 by one week, for a total of two extra weeks of meeting 
time, to be used for the consideration of reports of States parties to the International Covenant on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights,152 with a view to reducing the backlog in the consideration of those reports, and also decides to 
approve the participation of up to 10 members of the Committee in both pre-sessional working group meetings in 
2013, in order to prepare for the consideration of extra reports; 

 2. Requests the Committee to continue to improve the efficiency of its working methods and to include in 
its reports to the Economic and Social Council information on the impact of the measures adopted by the 
Committee to address the backlog. 

48th plenary meeting 
27 July 2012 

 

2012/30. Role of the Economic and Social Council in the integrated and coordinated implementation  
of and follow-up to the outcomes of the major United Nations conferences and summits,  
in the light of relevant General Assembly resolutions, including resolution 61/16 

 The Economic and Social Council, 

 Recalling General Assembly resolutions 45/264 of 13 May 1991, 48/162 of 20 December 1993, 50/227 of 
24 May 1996, 52/12 B of 19 December 1997, 57/270 B of 23 June 2003, 60/265 of 30 June 2006 and 61/16 of 
20 November 2006, 

 Recalling also General Assembly resolution 65/285 of 29 June 2011 on the review of the implementation of 
Assembly resolution 61/16 on the strengthening of the Economic and Social Council, 

 Recalling further its resolution 2009/29 of 31 July 2009 and its decisions 2010/252 of 23 July 2010 and 
2011/216 of 22 July 2011, entitled “Role of the Economic and Social Council in the integrated and coordinated 

_______________ 
152 See General Assembly resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.  
153 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 2012, Supplement No. 2 (E/2012/22).  
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implementation of and follow-up to the outcomes of major United Nations conferences and summits, in the light of 
relevant General Assembly resolutions, including resolution 61/16”, 

 1. Takes note of the note by the Secretary-General on the periodicity and scope of future reports on the 
integrated and coordinated implementation of and follow-up to the outcomes of the major United Nations 
conferences and summits;154 

 2. Underscores the need to implement General Assembly resolution 57/270 B as well as subsequent 
resolutions relevant to the integrated and coordinated implementation of and follow-up to the outcomes of the major 
United Nations conferences and summits in the economic and social fields; 

 3. Calls upon the functional commissions, the regional commissions and other subsidiary bodies of the 
Economic and Social Council, within their respective mandates, to provide coherent support to the Council in the 
integrated and coordinated implementation of and follow-up to the outcomes of all major United Nations 
conferences and summits in the economic, social, environmental and related fields; 

 4. Recalls the commitment made at the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, held in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, from 20 to 22 June 2012, to strengthen the Council within its mandate under the Charter of 
the United Nations, as a principal organ in the integrated and coordinated follow-up to the outcomes of all major 
United Nations conferences and summits in the economic, social, environmental and related fields, and the 
recognition of its key role in achieving a balanced integration of the three dimensions of sustainable development; 

 5. Requests, in this regard, the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assembly at its sixty-seventh 
session, within the framework of the review of the implementation of Assembly resolution 61/16, a report containing 
proposals for strengthening the Council, including its working methods, so that it can effectively fulfil its functions, 
and giving special attention to the integrated and coordinated implementation of, and the regular and substantive 
follow-up to, the outcomes of all major United Nations conferences and summits in the economic, social, 
environmental and related fields, to be prepared in consultation with Member States and taking into account the 
contributions of the functional and regional commissions and other subsidiary bodies of the Council, as appropriate. 

49th plenary meeting 
27 July 2012 

 

2012/31. Follow-up to the International Conference on Financing for Development 

 The Economic and Social Council, 

 Recalling the International Conference on Financing for Development, held in Monterrey, Mexico, from 18 to 
22 March 2002, and the Follow-up International Conference on Financing for Development to Review the 
Implementation of the Monterrey Consensus, held in Doha from 29 November to 2 December 2008, 

 Recalling also the 2005 World Summit, held in New York from 14 to 16 September 2005, and its outcome 
document,155 

 Recalling further the Conference on the World Financial and Economic Crisis and Its Impact on Development, 
held in New York from 24 to 30 June 2009, and its outcome document,156 

 Recalling the high-level plenary meeting of the General Assembly on the Millennium Development Goals, 
held in New York from 20 to 22 September 2010, and its outcome document,157 

 Recalling also the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 
from 20 to 22 June 2012, and its outcome document,158 

_______________ 
154 A/67/82-E/2012/64.  
155 General Assembly resolution 60/1. 
156 General Assembly resolution 63/303, annex.  
157 General Assembly resolution 65/1. 
158 General Assembly resolution 66/288, annex.  
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 Recalling further General Assembly resolution 66/191 of 22 December 2011 on the follow-up to the 
International Conference on Financing for Development and resolution 65/146 of 20 December 2010 on innovative 
mechanisms of financing for development, Economic and Social Council resolution 2009/30 of 31 July 2009 on a 
strengthened and more effective intergovernmental inclusive process to carry out the financing for development 
follow-up and resolution 2011/38 of 28 July 2011 on the follow-up to the International Conference, and all other 
relevant resolutions of the Assembly and the Council, as well as the 2008 Review Conference, 

 Recalling General Assembly resolution 65/285 of 29 June 2011 on the review of the implementation of 
Assembly resolution 61/16 of 20 November 2006 on the strengthening of the Council, 

 Taking note of the summary by the President of the General Assembly of the fifth High-level Dialogue on 
Financing for Development, held in New York on 7 and 8 December 2011,159 

 Taking note also of the summary by the President of the Economic and Social Council of the special high-
level meeting of the Council with the Bretton Woods institutions, the World Trade Organization and the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development, held in New York on 12 and 13 March 2012,160 

 Taking note further of the note by the Secretary-General on coherence, coordination and cooperation in the 
context of financing for development,161 

 Reaffirming the Monterrey Consensus of the International Conference on Financing for Development162 in its 
entirety, its integrity and its holistic approach, and recalling the resolve to take concrete action to implement the 
Monterrey Consensus and address the challenges of financing for development in the spirit of global partnership 
and solidarity in support of the achievement of the internationally agreed development goals, including the 
Millennium Development Goals, 

 Reaffirming also that each country must take primary responsibility for its own development and that the role 
of national policies and development strategies cannot be overemphasized for the achievement of sustainable 
development, and recognizing that national efforts should be complemented by supportive global programmes, 
measures and policies aimed at expanding the development opportunities of developing countries, while taking into 
account national conditions and ensuring respect for national ownership, strategies and sovereignty, 

 Deeply concerned about the ongoing adverse impacts of the global financial and economic crisis on 
development, including on the capacity of developing countries to mobilize resources for development, recognizing 
that, while global growth is returning, there is a need to sustain the recovery, which is fragile and uneven, and 
acknowledging that an effective response to the impacts of the crisis requires timely implementation of all 
development commitments, including existing aid commitments, 

 1. Reaffirms the importance of staying fully engaged, nationally, regionally and internationally, in ensuring 
proper and effective follow-up to the implementation of the Monterrey Consensus of the International Conference 
on Financing for Development,162 as reaffirmed in the Doha Declaration on Financing for Development, adopted by 
the Follow-up International Conference on Financing for Development to Review the Implementation of the 
Monterrey Consensus,163 and of continuing unremitting efforts to build bridges between all relevant stakeholders 
within the holistic agenda of the financing for development process; 

 2. Reiterates the role played by the United Nations as a focal point for the financing for development 
follow-up process and the need to maintain that role to ensure the continuity and dynamism of the process, while 
reaffirming the need to further intensify the engagement of all stakeholders, including the United Nations system, 
the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund and the World Trade Organization, in the follow-up to and 
implementation of the commitments made at Monterrey and Doha; 

_______________ 
159 A/66/678.  
160 A/67/81-E/2012/62.  
161 E/2012/7.  
162 Report of the International Conference on Financing for Development, Monterrey, Mexico, 18–22 March 2002 (United Nations 
publication, Sales No. E.02.II.A.7), chap. I, resolution 1, annex.  
163 General Assembly resolution 63/239, annex.  
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 3. Also reiterates that the Economic and Social Council should continue to strengthen its role in promoting 
coherence, coordination and cooperation in the implementation of the Monterrey Consensus and the Doha 
Declaration and as a forum for multi-stakeholder involvement; 

 4. Recalls paragraphs 255 to 257 of the outcome document of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable 
Development,158 and in this regard stresses the need to reinforce coherence and coordination and to avoid 
duplication of efforts with regard to the financing for development follow-up process; 

 5. Emphasizes that the financing for development follow-up process should constitute a continuum of 
events, each contributing to and feeding into the next, ensuring the holistic nature of the process and making better 
and more effective use of existing mechanisms and resources; 

 6. Welcomes the substantive discussions of the High-level Dialogue on Financing for Development of the 
General Assembly and the special high-level meeting of the Council with the Bretton Woods institutions, the World 
Trade Organization and the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, and emphasizes that those 
discussions are an integral and mutually reinforcing part of the financing for development follow-up process; 

 7. Stresses the need to further improve the dialogue between Member States and representatives of the 
Bretton Woods institutions, the World Trade Organization and the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development during the special high-level meeting of the Council, as part of a forum for multi-stakeholder 
dialogue; 

 8. Welcomes the increased interaction and coordination at the staff level with the institutions involved prior 
to the special high-level meeting of the Council; 

 9. Recognizes the efforts of the President of the Economic and Social Council, in consultation with 
Member States, to continue to work with the appropriate representatives of the Bretton Woods institutions, the 
World Trade Organization and the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development to improve the agenda 
and the format of the special high-level meeting of the Council, considering innovative approaches that are 
conducive, inter alia, to the high-level participation of those institutions; 

 10. Requests the President of the Council, in close consultation with Member States, to continue close 
cooperation and dialogue with the relevant organizations and stakeholders on all the elements of the preparations for 
the special high-level meeting of the Council, in particular the date and agenda of the meeting of the following year, 
in order to seek a more interactive, dynamic and substantive discussion on key issues related to the financing for 
development framework; 

 11. Welcomes the efforts undertaken to give more prominence to the consideration of the agenda item on 
financing for development during the annual substantive session of the Council, including the allocation of the item 
to its coordination segment; 

 12. Stresses its resolve to continue improving those modalities in accordance with its resolutions 2009/30 
and 2010/26 of 23 July 2010; 

 13. Encourages all relevant stakeholders to consider organizing seminars, panel discussions and briefings as 
part of the preparations for and contribution to the above-mentioned events in order to raise visibility, attract interest 
and participation and promote substantive discussions on a continuing basis; 

 14. Notes the ongoing discussions on innovative mechanisms of financing for development, including those of 
the special event held on 12 July 2012 during the coordination segment of the substantive session of the Council, 
while reiterating that such voluntary mechanisms should supplement and not be a substitute for traditional sources 
of financing; 

 15. Reiterates the importance of further improving cooperation between the United Nations, the Bretton 
Woods institutions and the World Trade Organization in the implementation of the Monterrey Consensus and the 
Doha Declaration, based on a clear understanding and respect for their respective mandates and governance 
structures; 

 16. Welcomes, in that regard, the invitation by the Bretton Woods institutions to the President of the Council 
to participate in the meeting of the Development Committee of the Bretton Woods institutions, and notes that the 
participation of the President of the Council in meetings of the intergovernmental bodies of the international 
organizations, as appropriate, can contribute to the financing for development follow-up process; 
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 17. Encourages the Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the Secretariat, especially the Financing 
for Development Office, to maintain regular interaction at the staff level with the World Bank, the International 
Monetary Fund, the World Trade Organization and the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development in 
the interest of greater coherence, coordination and cooperation, each acting in accordance with its respective 
intergovernmental mandates; 

 18. Acknowledges the efforts undertaken to date to strengthen the financing for development follow-up 
process, and underscores the fact that the modalities of the process should be reviewed, as appropriate, in accordance 
with the provisions contained in paragraph 30 of General Assembly resolution 65/145 of 20 December 2010; 

 19. Recalls the decision of the General Assembly to consider the need to hold a follow-up financing for 
development conference by 2013, and in this regard also recalls the decision of the Assembly to hold informal 
consultations with a view to taking a final decision on the need for such a conference by 2013, and looks forward to 
the successful conclusion of these consultations; 

 20. Reiterates its appeal to Member States and other potential donors to consider contributing generously to 
the Trust Fund for the Follow-up to the International Conference on Financing for Development, which would 
facilitate the implementation of a strengthened and more effective intergovernmental inclusive process to carry out 
the financing for development follow-up. 

49th plenary meeting 
27 July 2012 

 

2012/32. Report of the Committee for Development Policy on its fourteenth session 

 The Economic and Social Council, 

 Recalling General Assembly resolution 59/209 of 20 December 2004 on a smooth transition strategy for 
countries graduating from the list of least developed countries and resolution 66/213 of 22 December 2011, pursuant 
to which the ad hoc working group to further study and strengthen the smooth transition process for countries 
graduating from the least developed country category was established, 

 Recalling also General Assembly resolution 65/280 of 17 June 2011, by which the Assembly endorsed the 
Istanbul Declaration164 and the Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries for the Decade 2011–2020,165 

 Recalling further its resolutions 1998/46 of 31 July 1998, 2007/34 of 27 July 2007, 2009/35 of 31 July 2009 
and 2011/20 of 27 July 2011, 

 Noting the work of the ad hoc working group, 

 Recalling its resolutions 2009/17 of 29 July 2009, 2010/34 of 23 July 2010 and 2011/44 of 5 December 2011 
on the review of United Nations support for small island developing States, 

 Noting the importance of adequate financing to address the challenges created by the adverse impacts of 
climate change on extremely vulnerable countries graduating from the least developed country category, 

 Reiterating its conviction that no country graduating from the least developed country category should have its 
positive development disrupted or reversed, but that it should be able to continue and sustain its progress and 
development, 

 Recalling that, by its resolution 59/209, the General Assembly decided that graduation from the list of least 
developed countries becomes effective three years after the date on which the Assembly takes note of the 
recommendation of the Committee for Development Policy and that, during the three-year period, the country 
remains on the list and maintains the advantages associated with membership on the list, 

_______________ 
164  Report of the Fourth United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries, Istanbul, Turkey, 9–13 May 2011 
(A/CONF.219/7), chap. I.  
165 Ibid., chap. II.  
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 Bearing in mind the importance of maintaining stability in the criteria and in the application of the established 
procedures for inclusion in and graduation from the least developed country category so as to ensure the credibility 
of the process and, consequently, of the list of least developed countries, while giving due consideration to the 
specific challenges and vulnerabilities and the development needs of countries potentially graduating or being 
considered for graduation from the least developed country category, 

 1. Takes note of the report of the Committee for Development Policy on its fourteenth session;166 

 2. Notes with appreciation the work done by the Committee on promoting productive capacity and 
employment in a globally responsible environment, in accordance with the theme of the annual ministerial review 
of the Economic and Social Council in 2012, on the post-2015 United Nations development agenda, on the triennial 
review in 2012 of the list of least developed countries and on strengthening the process of smooth transition from 
the least developed country category; 

 3. Endorses the recommendation of the Committee that South Sudan be added to the list of least developed 
countries, subject to the concurrence of the Government of South Sudan, and invites the General Assembly to take 
note of this recommendation; 

 4. Also endorses the recommendation of the Committee that Vanuatu be graduated from the list of least 
developed countries, and recommends that the General Assembly take note of this recommendation; 

 5. Takes note of the recommendation of the Committee that Tuvalu be graduated from the list of least 
developed countries, and decides to consider this issue at its substantive session of 2013, allowing the Council an 
opportunity for full consideration of the particular challenges that Tuvalu faces; 

 6. Recalls its endorsement, made in 2009 and reiterated at subsequent sessions, of the recommendation of 
the Committee that Equatorial Guinea be graduated from the list of least developed countries, and urges the General 
Assembly to take note of that recommendation; 

 7. Stresses that inaction by the General Assembly with regard to the recommendations to graduate eligible 
countries is prejudicial to the credibility of the least developed country category, and in that regard urges the 
Assembly to take note of the action by the Council on the recommendation of the Committee related to inclusion in 
and graduation from the list of least developed countries at its first session following the decisions of the Council; 

 8. Reaffirms that smooth transition is vital to ensuring that graduating countries are eased onto a sustainable 
development path without any disruption, and emphasizes that a successful transition needs to be based, for each 
graduating country, on its own national strategy for a smooth transition, developed under national leadership with 
the support of the international community, as appropriate, presenting a comprehensive and coherent set of specific, 
predictable and transformative measures selected in accordance with the priorities of the country, while taking into 
account its own specific challenges, vulnerabilities and strengths; 

 9. Acknowledges with appreciation the contributions made by the Committee to the ad hoc working group 
to further study and strengthen the smooth transition process for countries graduating from the least developed 
country category; 

 10. Requests the Committee, at its fifteenth session, to examine and make recommendations on the theme 
chosen by the Council for the high-level segment of its substantive session of 2013; 

 11. Also requests the Committee to monitor the progress in the development of countries graduating from 
the list of least developed countries and to include its findings in its annual report to the Council; 

 12. Expresses its satisfaction at the increased frequency of interaction between the Council and the 
Committee, and encourages the Chair of the Committee for Development Policy and, as necessary, other members 
of the Committee to continue this practice, as specified in Council resolution 2011/20, within existing resources and 
as appropriate. 

49th plenary meeting 
27 July 2012 

_______________ 
166 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 2012, Supplement No. 13 (E/2012/33).  
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2012/33. Committee of Experts on International Cooperation in Tax Matters 

 The Economic and Social Council, 

 Recalling its resolutions 2004/69 of 11 November 2004 and 2011/23 of 27 July 2011, 

 Recognizing the call made in the Monterrey Consensus of the International Conference on Financing for 
Development for the strengthening of international tax cooperation through enhanced dialogue among national tax 
authorities and greater coordination of the work of the concerned multilateral bodies and relevant regional 
organizations, giving special attention to the needs of developing countries and countries with economies in 
transition,167 

 Recalling the request to the Economic and Social Council made in the Doha Declaration on Financing for 
Development: outcome document of the Follow-up International Conference on Financing for Development to 
Review the Implementation of the Monterrey Consensus168 and the Outcome of the Conference on the World 
Financial and Economic Crisis and Its Impact on Development169 to examine the strengthening of the 
institutional arrangements to promote international cooperation in tax matters, including the Committee of 
Experts on International Cooperation in Tax Matters, 

 Recognizing that, while each country is responsible for its tax system, it is important to support efforts in these 
areas by strengthening technical assistance and enhancing international cooperation and participation in addressing 
international tax matters, including in the area of double taxation, 

 Recognizing also the need for an inclusive, participatory and broad-based dialogue on international 
cooperation in tax matters, 

 Noting the activities developing within the concerned multilateral bodies and relevant subregional and 
regional organizations, and recognizing the need to promote collaboration between the United Nations and other 
international bodies dealing with cooperation in tax matters, 

 Welcoming the discussion in the Council on 15 March 2012 on international cooperation in tax matters,170 

 Taking note of the report of the Committee on its seventh session,171 

 1. Welcomes the work of the Committee of Experts on International Cooperation in Tax Matters to 
implement the mandate given to it in Economic and Social Council resolution 2004/69, and encourages the 
Committee to continue its efforts in this regard; 

 2. Takes note of the 2011 revised version of the United Nations Model Double Taxation Convention 
between Developed and Developing Countries, developed by the Committee, notes the publication of the English-
language version, and requests that: 

 (a) The Convention continue to be made freely available in downloadable form from the website of the 
Financing for Development Office of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the Secretariat; 

 (b) The Convention be translated into the other official languages of the United Nations and published in 
those languages as soon as possible after the publication of the English-language version; 

 3. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Secretary-General on the role and work of the 
Committee,172 and acknowledges the need for enhanced dialogue among national tax authorities on issues related to 
international cooperation in tax matters; 

_______________ 
167 Report of the International Conference on Financing for Development, Monterrey, Mexico, 18–22 March 2002 (United Nations 
publication, Sales No. E.02.II.A.7), chap. I, resolution 1, annex, para. 64. 
168 General Assembly resolution 63/239, annex, para. 16.  
169 General Assembly resolution 63/303, annex, para. 56 (c).  
170 See E/2012/SR.8 and 9. 
171 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 2011, Supplement No. 25 (E/2011/45).  
172 E/2012/8.  
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 4. Recognizes the need for continued consultations to explore options with regard to the strengthening of 
institutional arrangements to promote international cooperation in tax matters, including on the issue of the 
conversion of the Committee into an intergovernmental subsidiary body of the Council; 

 5. Emphasizes that it is important for the Committee to enhance its collaboration with other international 
organizations active in the area of international tax cooperation, including the International Monetary Fund, the 
World Bank and the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development; 

 6. Decides to hold a one-day meeting during the first half of 2013 to consider international cooperation in 
tax matters, including institutional arrangements to promote such cooperation; 

 7. Encourages the President of the Economic and Social Council to issue invitations to representatives of 
national tax authorities to attend the meeting; 

 8. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Council on further progress achieved in strengthening the 
work of the Committee and its cooperation with concerned multilateral bodies and relevant regional and subregional 
organizations; 

 9. Recognizes the work of the Financing for Development Office in developing, within its mandate, a 
capacity development programme in international tax cooperation aimed at strengthening the capacity of the 
ministries of finance and the national tax authorities in developing countries to develop more effective and efficient 
tax systems, which support the desired levels of public and private investment, and to combat tax evasion, and 
requests the Office, in partnership with other stakeholders, to continue its work in this area; 

 10. Stresses the need for appropriate funding for the subsidiary bodies of the Committee to enable those 
bodies to fulfil their mandates; 

 11. Reiterates, in this regard, its appeal to Member States, relevant organizations and other potential donors 
to consider contributing generously to the Trust Fund for International Cooperation in Tax Matters, established by 
the Secretary-General in order to supplement regular budgetary resources, and invites the Secretary-General to 
intensify efforts to that end. 

49th plenary meeting 
27 July 2012 

 

2012/34. Venue of the thirty-fifth session of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean 

 The Economic and Social Council, 

 Bearing in mind paragraph 15 of the terms of reference of the Economic Commission for Latin America and 
the Caribbean, as well as rules 1 and 2 of the rules of the procedure of the Commission, 

 Considering the invitation of the Government of Peru to host the thirty-fifth session of the Commission, 

 1. Takes note of Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean resolution 661 (XXXIV) of 
31 August 2012, by which the Commission accepted with pleasure the invitation of the Government of Peru to host 
the thirty-fifth session of the Commission; 

 2. Endorses the decision of the Commission to hold its thirty-fifth session in Peru in the first half of 2014. 

52nd plenary meeting 
26 November 2012 

 

2012/35. Establishment of the Conference on Science, Innovation and Information and Communications 
Technologies of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean 

 The Economic and Social Council, 

 Taking note of Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean resolution 672 (XXXIV) of 
31 August 2012 on the establishment of the Conference on Science, Innovation and Information and 
Communications Technologies of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean, by which the 
Commission approved the establishment of the Conference as one of its subsidiary bodies, 
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 Considering the request of the Commission in resolution 672 (XXXIV) to the Executive Secretary of the 
Commission to submit such proposals as may be necessary for the establishment of the Conference to the relevant 
United Nations bodies for their consideration, 

 Endorses the establishment of the Conference on Science, Innovation and Information and Communications 
Technologies of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean as one of the subsidiary bodies of 
the Commission, in accordance with Commission resolution 672 (XXXIV). 

52nd plenary meeting 
26 November 2012 

 

2012/36. Regional dimension of development in the Latin American and Caribbean region 

 The Economic and Social Council 

 Endorses Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean resolution 674 (XXXIV) of 31 August 
2012, by which the Commission requested the Executive Secretary of the Commission to respond urgently and 
appropriately to the strategic challenges arising from the various activities being undertaken to define the 
development agenda beyond 2015, taking into account the needs and priorities of the Latin American and Caribbean 
region, and to ensure the strategic coordination of the United Nations system at the regional level in support of 
integration efforts, through the Regional Coordination Mechanism and in consultation with other regional and 
subregional organizations. 

52nd plenary meeting 
26 November 2012 

 

2012/37. Membership of the Economic and Social Council in the Organizational Committee of the 
Peacebuilding Commission 

 The Economic and Social Council, 

 Recalling General Assembly resolution 60/180 of 20 December 2005 and Security Council resolution 
1645 (2005) of 20 December 2005, concurrently establishing the Peacebuilding Commission, 

 Recalling also, in particular, paragraphs 12 (b), 13 and 17 of General Assembly resolution 60/180 and Security 
Council resolution 1645 (2005), establishing the institutional relationship between the Economic and Social Council 
and the Peacebuilding Commission, 

 Recalling further General Assembly resolution 63/145 of 18 December 2008, in which the Assembly, inter 
alia, invited other bodies with members elected to the Organizational Committee of the Peacebuilding Commission 
to adjust the term of office of their respective members so that the term of office of all members of the 
Organizational Committee could start on 1 January instead of 23 June, 

 Recalling Economic and Social Council resolutions 2006/3 of 8 May 2006, 2008/38 of 19 December 2008 
and 2010/36 of 14 December 2010 on the membership of the Council in the Organizational Committee of the 
Peacebuilding Commission, 

 Recognizing the important role to be performed by the Peacebuilding Commission towards recovery, 
reintegration and reconstruction in countries emerging from conflict, particularly in Africa, 

 Recalling that due consideration is to be given to countries that have experienced post-conflict recovery in the 
composition of the Organizational Committee of the Peacebuilding Commission, 

 1. Decides that the distribution of the seven seats allocated to the Economic and Social Council on the 
Organizational Committee of the Peacebuilding Commission shall be as follows: 

 (a) One seat for each of the five regional groups, namely, African States, Asia-Pacific States, Eastern 
European States, Latin American and Caribbean States and Western European and other States; 

 (b) In the election of members of the Economic and Social Council to the Organizational Committee whose 
term of office shall start on 1 January 2013, the two remaining seats shall be allocated to African States and Asia-
Pacific States; 
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 2. Also decides that the established practice of the Economic and Social Council regarding members 
elected to its subsidiary bodies who are not able to complete their term of office shall apply to members elected to 
the Organizational Committee by the Council. 

53rd plenary meeting 
20 December 2012 
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2012/201. Elections, nominations, confirmations and appointments to subsidiary and related bodies of the 
Economic and Social Council 

A 

 At its 10th and 11th plenary meetings, on 26 and 27 April 2012, the Economic and Social Council took the 
following action with regard to vacancies in its subsidiary and related bodies: 

 

Elections 

STATISTICAL COMMISSION 

 The Council elected the following seven Member States to the Statistical Commission for a four-year term 
beginning on 1 January 2013: BARBADOS, BULGARIA, CHINA, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, GERMANY, JAPAN and 
UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND. 

 The Council postponed the election of one member from Western European and other States for a four-year 
term beginning on 1 January 2013. 

 

COMMISSION ON POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT 

 The Council elected the following nine Member States to the Commission on Population and Development 
for a four-year term beginning at the first meeting of the forty-seventh session of the Commission, in 2013, and 
expiring at the close of its fiftieth session, in 2017: BELGIUM, BRAZIL, CHAD, DENMARK, MADAGASCAR, MEXICO, 
NETHERLANDS, SWITZERLAND and URUGUAY. 

 The Council postponed the election of one member from African States, three members from Asia-Pacific States 
and one member from Eastern European States for a four-year term beginning at the first meeting of the forty-seventh 
session of the Commission and expiring at the close of its fiftieth session. 

 The Council was reminded of two outstanding vacancies on the Commission (one for Asia-Pacific States and 
one for Latin American and Caribbean States) for terms beginning on the date of election and expiring at the close 
of the forty-ninth session, in 2016. 

 

COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 

 The Council elected the following 12 Member States to the Commission for Social Development for a four-
year term beginning at the first meeting of the fifty-second session of the Commission, in 2013, and expiring at the 
close of its fifty-fifth session, in 2017: ARGENTINA, BRAZIL, CHILE, CHINA, DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO, 
FINLAND , KUWAIT, MADAGASCAR, MALAWI , PAKISTAN, POLAND and UGANDA. 

 The Council also elected the following members to fill outstanding vacancies on the Commission for terms 
beginning on the date of election: UKRAINE, for a term expiring at the close of the fifty-third session, in 2015; and 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, for a term expiring at the close of the fifty-fourth session, in 2016. 

 The Council postponed the election of one member from Asia-Pacific States, one member from Eastern 
European States and three members from Western European and other States for a four-year term beginning at the 
first meeting of the fifty-second session of the Commission and expiring at the close of its fifty-fifth session. 

 The Council further postponed the election of one member from Eastern European States for a term beginning 
on the date of election and expiring at the close of the fifty-first session of the Commission, in 2013; one member 
from Latin American and Caribbean States for a term beginning on the date of election and expiring at the close of 
the fifty-fourth session; and two members from Western European and other States for terms beginning on the date 
of election, with one term expiring at the close of the fifty-third session and one term expiring at the close of the 
fifty-fourth session. 
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COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN 

 The Council elected the following 11 Member States to the Commission on the Status of Women for a four-
year term beginning at the first meeting of the fifty-eighth session of the Commission, in 2013, and expiring at the 
close of its sixty-first session, in 2017: BELARUS, BURKINA FASO, ECUADOR, GERMANY, ISRAEL, JAPAN, LESOTHO, 
PAKISTAN, PARAGUAY, SWITZERLAND and UGANDA. 
 

COMMISSION ON NARCOTIC DRUGS 

 The Council elected EGYPT to fill an outstanding vacancy on the Commission on Narcotic Drugs for a term 
beginning on the date of election and expiring on 31 December 2015. 
 

COMMISSION ON CRIME PREVENTION AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

 The Council elected the following 20 Member States to the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal 
Justice for a three-year term beginning on 1 January 2013: ARGENTINA, BAHAMAS, BELARUS, BRAZIL, CAMEROON, 
CZECH REPUBLIC, GHANA, INDONESIA, IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF), MEXICO, NAMIBIA , NIGERIA, NORWAY, 
PAKISTAN, PERU, REPUBLIC OF KOREA, SAUDI ARABIA, SWITZERLAND, UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND 

NORTHERN IRELAND and UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
 

COMMISSION ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

 The Council elected the following 15 Member States to the Commission on Sustainable Development for a 
three-year term beginning at the organizational meeting for the twenty-second session of the Commission, in 2013, 
and expiring at the close of its twenty-fourth session, in 2016: ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA, BOLIVIA (PLURINATIONAL 

STATE OF), BURKINA FASO, CZECH REPUBLIC, ECUADOR, GHANA, ICELAND, INDIA, MALI , MAURITANIA , 
MONGOLIA, PORTUGAL, RUSSIAN FEDERATION, TAJIKISTAN and VIET NAM. 

 The Council postponed the election of two members from Western European and other States for a three-year 
term beginning at the organizational meeting for the twenty-second session of the Commission and expiring at the 
close of its twenty-fourth session. 
 

COMMISSION ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY FOR DEVELOPMENT 

 The Council elected the following 13 Member States to the Commission on Science and Technology for 
Development for a four-year term beginning on 1 January 2013: AUSTRIA, BRAZIL, CAMEROON, CENTRAL AFRICAN 

REPUBLIC, FINLAND , JAPAN, LIBERIA, MEXICO, NIGERIA, PORTUGAL, RUSSIAN FEDERATION, SRI LANKA and 
ZAMBIA . 

 The Council postponed the election of two members from Asia-Pacific States, one member from Eastern 
European States, two members from Latin American and Caribbean States and two members from Western 
European and other States for a four-year term beginning on 1 January 2013. 
 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL WORKING GROUP OF EXPERTS ON INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS  
OF ACCOUNTING AND REPORTING 

 The Council elected the following four Member States to the Intergovernmental Working Group of Experts on 
International Standards of Accounting and Reporting for a three-year term beginning on 1 January 2013: BRAZIL, 
CAMEROON, LIBYA and MAURITIUS. 

 The Council also elected PERU and GERMANY to fill two outstanding vacancies on the Working Group for 
terms beginning on the date of election and expiring on 31 December 2014. 

 The Council postponed the election of one member from African States, four members from Asia-Pacific 
States, two members from Eastern European States and two members from Latin American and Caribbean States 
for a three-year term beginning on 1 January 2013. 

 The Council further postponed the election of four members from Asia-Pacific States and one member from 
Latin American and Caribbean States for terms beginning on the date of election and expiring on 31 December 
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2012; and of one member from African States, two members from Asia-Pacific States and eight members from 
Western European and other States for terms beginning on the date of election and expiring on 31 December 2014. 
 

COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS 

 The Council elected the following nine experts to the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights for 
a four-year term beginning on 1 January 2013: Mohamed Ezzeldin ABDEL-MONEIM (Egypt), CONG Jun (China), 
Zdzislaw KEDZIA (Poland), Mikel MANCISIDOR (Spain), Sergei MARTYNOV (Belarus), Ariranga Govindasamy 
PILLAY  (Mauritius), Lydia Carmelita RAVENBERG (Suriname), Waleed SA’DI (Jordan) and Nicolaas Jan SCHRIJVER 

(Netherlands). 
 

PERMANENT FORUM ON INDIGENOUS ISSUES 

 The Council elected Victoria TUULAS (Estonia) to the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues for a term 
beginning on the date of election and expiring on 31 December 2013 to fill a vacancy arising from the resignation of 
Helen KALJULÄTE (Estonia). 
 

EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE UNITED NATIONS CHILDREN’S FUND 

 The Council elected the following 14 Member States to the Executive Board of the United Nations Children’s 
Fund for a three-year term beginning on 1 January 2013: BULGARIA, CANADA , CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC, 
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO, DENMARK, DJIBOUTI, EGYPT, FRANCE, GHANA, GUYANA , IRAN (ISLAMIC 

REPUBLIC OF), PAKISTAN, SWEDEN and THAILAND . 

 The Council also elected the following Member States to replace members of the Executive Board who were 
resigning from their seats effective 1 January 2013: BELGIUM, to complete the term of office of SPAIN (expiring on 
31 December 2014); GREECE, to complete the term of office of JAPAN (expiring on 31 December 2014); IRELAND, 
to complete the term of office of the NETHERLANDS (expiring on 31 December 2013); ISRAEL, to complete the term 
of office of the UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND (expiring on 31 December 2013); 
and SWITZERLAND, to complete the term of office of AUSTRIA (expiring on 31 December 2013). 
 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE PROGRAMME OF THE UNITED NATIONS  
HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES 

 The Council elected AZERBAIJAN and RWANDA to fill the two new seats on the Executive Committee of the 
Programme of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, in accordance with General Assembly 
resolution 66/134 of 19 December 2011. 
 

EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME/UNITED NATIONS 

POPULATION FUND/UNITED NATIONS OFFICE FOR PROJECT SERVICES 

 The Council elected the following 14 Member States to the Executive Board of the United Nations 
Development Programme/United Nations Population Fund/United Nations Office for Project Services for a three-
year term beginning on 1 January 2013: ANGOLA, BULGARIA, CONGO, ETHIOPIA, FIJI, FRANCE, GERMANY, 
GUATEMALA , IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF), JAPAN, LESOTHO, NIGER, PAKISTAN and SPAIN. 

 The Council also elected the following Member States to replace members of the Executive Board who were 
resigning from their seats effective 1 January 2013: IRELAND, to complete the term of office of LUXEMBOURG (expiring 
on 31 December 2013); NETHERLANDS, to complete the term of office of CANADA  (expiring on 31 December 
2013); NEW ZEALAND, to complete the term of office of DENMARK (expiring on 31 December 2014); PORTUGAL, 
to complete the term of office of ISRAEL (expiring on 31 December 2014); and UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT 

BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND, to complete the term of office of GREECE (expiring on 31 December 2014). 
 

EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE UNITED NATIONS ENTITY FOR GENDER EQUALITY  
AND THE EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN 

 The Council elected the following 17 Member States to the Executive Board of the United Nations Entity for 
Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN-Women) for a three-year term beginning on 1 January 
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2013: ALGERIA, BRAZIL, DJIBOUTI, GABON, GAMBIA , IRELAND, LATVIA , MALAWI , MALDIVES, PHILIPPINES, 
RUSSIAN FEDERATION, SOLOMON ISLANDS, SWITZERLAND, THAILAND , UNITED ARAB EMIRATES, URUGUAY and 
VENEZUELA (BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF). 

 The Council also elected the following Member States to replace members of the Executive Board who were 
resigning from their seats effective 1 January 2013: AUSTRALIA, to complete the term of office of the UNITED 

STATES OF AMERICA (expiring on 31 December 2013); AUSTRIA, to complete the term of office of the 
NETHERLANDS (expiring on 31 December 2013); and BELGIUM, to complete the term of office of FINLAND  
(expiring on 31 December 2013). 

 The Council further elected to the Executive Board, in accordance with paragraph 61 (a) of General Assembly 
resolution 64/289 of 2 July 2010, the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA for a term beginning on 1 January 2013 and 
expiring on 31 December 2013 to complete the term of office of SWEDEN, which was resigning from its seat 
effective 1 January 2013. 
 

EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE WORLD FOOD PROGRAMME 

 The Council elected the following five Member States to the Executive Board of the World Food Programme 
for a three-year term beginning on 1 January 2013: IRAQ, NETHERLANDS, RUSSIAN FEDERATION, SIERRA LEONE and 
SWITZERLAND. 

 The Council postponed the election of one member from States included in List B1 set out in the Basic Texts of 
the World Food Programme for a three-year term beginning on 1 January 2013 and expiring on 31 December 2015. 

 The Council elected the following Member States to replace members of the Executive Board who were 
resigning from their seats effective 1 January 2013: PAKISTAN, to complete the term of office of the REPUBLIC OF 

KOREA (expiring on 31 December 2013); and SPAIN, to complete the term of office of NORWAY (expiring on 
31 December 2013). 
 

INTERNATIONAL NARCOTICS CONTROL BOARD 

 The Council elected Francisco THOUMI (Colombia) to the International Narcotics Control Board for a term 
beginning on the date of election and expiring on 1 March 2015 to fill a vacancy arising from the resignation of 
Camilo URIBE GRANJA (Colombia). 
 

COMMITTEE FOR THE UNITED NATIONS POPULATION AWARD 

 The Council elected the CZECH REPUBLIC and GRENADA to the Committee for the United Nations Population 
Award for a three-year term beginning on 1 January 2013. 

 The Council postponed the election of three members from African States, three members from Asia-Pacific 
States, one member from Latin American and Caribbean States and one member from Western European and other 
States for a three-year term beginning on 1 January 2013. 
 

PROGRAMME COORDINATING BOARD OF THE JOINT UNITED NATIONS PROGRAMME ON HIV/AIDS 

 The Council elected the following nine Member States to the Programme Coordinating Board of the Joint 
United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) for a three-year term beginning on 1 January 2013: 
BELGIUM, CHINA, GUYANA , JAPAN, POLAND, SIERRA LEONE, SWITZERLAND, UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN 

AND NORTHERN IRELAND and ZIMBABWE. 
 

GOVERNING COUNCIL OF THE UNITED NATIONS HUMAN SETTLEMENTS PROGRAMME 

 The Council elected the following 10 Member States to the Governing Council of the United Nations Human 
Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) for a four-year term beginning on 1 January 2013: ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA, 
BANGLADESH, BENIN, CHINA, MADAGASCAR, MOROCCO, REPUBLIC OF KOREA, SOMALIA , SRI LANKA and 
UGANDA. 

_______________ 
1 Reproduced in E/2012/9/Add.8, annex III. 
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 The Council postponed the election of two members from Eastern European States, two members from Latin 
American and Caribbean States and five members from Western European and other States for a four-year term 
beginning on 1 January 2013. 

 The Council was reminded of five outstanding vacancies on the Governing Council: two from Eastern 
European States, for terms beginning on the date of election and expiring on 31 December 2015; and three from 
Western European and other States, for terms beginning on the date of election and expiring on 31 December 2012 
(two terms) and on 31 December 2015 (one term). 
 

Nominations 

COMMITTEE FOR PROGRAMME AND COORDINATION 

 The Council nominated the following four Member States for election by the General Assembly to the 
Committee for Programme and Coordination for a three-year term beginning on 1 January 2013: BOTSWANA, PERU, 
RUSSIAN FEDERATION and UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA . 

 The Council also nominated the following Member States to fill outstanding vacancies on the Committee for 
terms beginning on the date of election by the General Assembly: JAPAN, for a term expiring on 31 December 2013; 
and KAZAKHSTAN, for a term expiring on 31 December 2014. 

 The Council postponed the nomination of one member from Latin American and Caribbean States and two 
members from Western European and other States for election by the General Assembly for a three-year term 
beginning on 1 January 2013. 

 The Council further postponed the nomination of four members from Western European and other States for a 
term beginning on the date of election by the General Assembly and expiring on 31 December 2014. 
 

B 

 At its 49th plenary meeting, on 27 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council took the following action with 
regard to vacancies in its subsidiary and related bodies: 
 

Elections 

COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS 

 The Council elected Maria Virginia BRAS GOMES (Portugal) to the Committee on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights for a term beginning on 1 January 2013 and expiring on 31 December 2014 to fill a vacancy arising 
from the resignation of Eibe RIEDEL (Germany). 
 

Elections postponed from previous sessions 

COMMISSION ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY FOR DEVELOPMENT 

 The Council elected CHILE, COSTA RICA, OMAN and SWITZERLAND to fill outstanding vacancies on the 
Commission on Science and Technology for Development for a four-year term beginning on 1 January 2013 and 
expiring on 31 December 2016. 

 The Council further postponed the election of one member from Asia-Pacific States, one member from 
Eastern European States and one member from Western European and other States for a four-year term beginning 
on 1 January 2013 and expiring on 31 December 2016. 
 

COMMITTEE FOR THE UNITED NATIONS POPULATION AWARD 

 The Council elected JAMAICA  to fill an outstanding vacancy on the Committee for the United Nations 
Population Award for a three-year term beginning on 1 January 2013 and expiring on 31 December 2015. 

 The Council further postponed the election of three members from African States, three members from Asia-
Pacific States and one member from Western European and other States for a three-year term beginning on 
1 January 2013 and expiring on 31 December 2015. 



Decisions 

 
98 

 

Nominations 

COMMITTEE FOR PROGRAMME AND COORDINATION 

 The Council nominated FRANCE for election by the General Assembly to the Committee for Programme and 
Coordination for a three-year term beginning on 1 January 2013 and expiring on 31 December 2015. 

 The Council further postponed the nomination of one member from Latin American and Caribbean States and 
one member from Western European and other States for a three-year term beginning on 1 January 2013 and 
expiring on 31 December 2015; and the nomination of four members from Western European and other States for a 
term beginning on the date of their election by the General Assembly and expiring on 31 December 2014. 
 

Appointments 

COMMITTEE FOR DEVELOPMENT POLICY 

 The Council appointed the following 24 experts to the Committee for Development Policy for a three-year 
term beginning on 1 January 2013 and expiring on 31 December 2015: Jose Antonio ALONSO (Spain), Nouria 
BENGHABRIT-REMAOUN (Algeria), Giovanni Andrea CORNIA (Italy), Diane ELSON (United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland), Sakiko FUKUDA-PARR (Japan), Norman GIRVAN (Jamaica), Ann HARRISON (United 
States of America), Stephan KLASEN (Germany), Keun LEE (Republic of Korea), LU Aiguo (China), Wahiduddin 
MAHMUD (Bangladesh), Thandika MKANDAWIRE (Sweden), Adil NAJAM (Pakistan), Léonce NDIKUMANA  
(Burundi), José Antonio OCAMPO GAVIRIA  (Colombia), Tea PETRIN (Slovenia), Patrick PLANE (France), Victor 
POLTEROVICH (Russian Federation), Pilar ROMAGUERA (Chile), Onalenna SELOLWANE (Botswana), Claudia 
SHEINBAUM PARDO (Mexico), Madhura SWAMINATHAN  (India), Zenebewerke TADESSE (Ethiopia) and Dzodzi 
TSIKATA (Ghana). 
 

C 

At its 52nd plenary meeting, on 26 November 2012, the Economic and Social Council took the following 
action with regard to vacancies in its subsidiary and related bodies: 
 

Elections postponed from previous sessions 

COMMISSION ON POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT 

 The Council elected OMAN to fill an outstanding vacancy on the Commission on Population and 
Development for a term beginning at the first meeting of the forty-seventh session of the Commission, in 2013, and 
expiring at the close of its fiftieth session, in 2017. 

 The Council further postponed the election of one member from Asia-Pacific States and one member from 
Latin American and Caribbean States for terms beginning on the date of election and expiring at the close of the 
forty-ninth session of the Commission, in 2016; and one member from African States, two members from Asia-
Pacific States and one member from Eastern European States for terms beginning at the first meeting of the forty-
seventh session and expiring at the close of the fiftieth session. 
 

COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 

 The Council elected EL SALVADOR to fill an outstanding vacancy on the Commission for Social Development 
for a term beginning on the date of election and expiring at the close of the fifty-fourth session of the Commission, 
in 2016. 

 The Council further postponed the election of one member from Eastern European States for a term beginning 
on the date of election and expiring at the close of the fifty-first session of the Commission, in 2013; two members 
from Western European and other States for terms beginning on the date of election, with one term expiring at the 
close of the fifty-third session, in 2015, and one term expiring at the close of the fifty-fourth session; and one 
member from Asia-Pacific States, one member from Eastern European States and three members from Western 
European and other States for terms beginning at the first meeting of the fifty-second session, in 2013, and expiring 
at the close of the fifty-fifth session, in 2017. 
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COMMITTEE FOR THE UNITED NATIONS POPULATION AWARD 

 The Council elected BANGLADESH and DENMARK to fill outstanding vacancies on the Committee for the 
United Nations Population Award for terms beginning on 1 January 2013 and expiring on 31 December 2015. 

 The Council further postponed the election of three members from African States and two members from 
Asia-Pacific States for terms beginning on 1 January 2013 and expiring on 31 December 2015. 

 

PROGRAMME COORDINATING BOARD OF THE JOINT UNITED NATIONS PROGRAMME ON HIV/AIDS 

 The Council elected AUSTRALIA to the Programme Coordinating Board of the Joint United Nations 
Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) for a two-year term beginning on 1 January 2013 and expiring on 
31 December 2014 to replace CANADA , which was resigning from its seat on the Programme Coordinating Board 
effective 1 January 2013. 

 

Nominations 

COMMITTEE FOR PROGRAMME AND COORDINATION 

 The Council nominated EL SALVADOR for election by the General Assembly to the Committee for Programme 
and Coordination to fill an outstanding vacancy on the Committee for a term beginning on 1 January 2013 and 
expiring on 31 December 2015. 

 The Council further postponed the nomination of five members from Western European and other States for 
election by the General Assembly: four members for terms beginning on the date of election by the General 
Assembly and expiring on 31 December 2014, and one member for a term beginning on 1 January 2013 and 
expiring on 31 December 2015. 

 

D 

 At its 53rd plenary meeting, on 20 December 2012, the Economic and Social Council took the following 
action with regard to vacancies in its subsidiary and related bodies: 

 

Elections 

ORGANIZATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE PEACEBUILDING COMMISSION 

 The Council elected the following five Member States to the Organizational Committee of the Peacebuilding 
Commission in accordance with its resolution 2012/37 of 20 December 2012, for a two-year term beginning on 
1 January 2013 and expiring on 31 December 2014, or until the expiration of their membership in the Council, 
whichever was earlier: BULGARIA, DENMARK, INDONESIA, NEPAL and TUNISIA. 

 The Council postponed the election of one member from African States and one member from Latin American 
and Caribbean States for a two-year term beginning on 1 January 2013 and expiring on 31 December 2014. 

 

Elections postponed from previous sessions 

COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 

 The Council elected AUSTRIA to fill an outstanding vacancy on the Commission for Social Development for a 
term beginning on the date of election and expiring at the close of the fifty-third session of the Commission, in 2015. 

 The Council further postponed the election of one member from Eastern European States for a term beginning 
on the date of election and expiring at the close of the fifty-first session of the Commission, in 2013; one member 
from Western European and other States for a term beginning on the date of election and expiring at the close of the 
fifty-fourth session, in 2016; and one member from Asia-Pacific States, one member from Eastern European States 
and three members from Western European and other States for terms beginning at the first meeting of the fifty-
second session, in 2013, and expiring at the close of the fifty-fifth session, in 2017. 
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COMMISSION ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY FOR DEVELOPMENT 

 The Council elected GERMANY to fill an outstanding vacancy on the Commission on Science and Technology 
for Development for a term beginning on 1 January 2013 and expiring on 31 December 2016. 

 The Council further postponed the election of one member from Asia-Pacific States and one member from 
Eastern European States for a four-year term beginning on 1 January 2013 and expiring on 31 December 2016. 
 

EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE WORLD FOOD PROGRAMME 

 The Council elected INDIA to fill an outstanding vacancy on the Executive Board of the World Food 
Programme from List B for a three-year term beginning on 1 January 2013 and expiring on 31 December 2015. 
 

COMMITTEE FOR THE UNITED NATIONS POPULATION AWARD 

 The Council elected CÔTE D’I VOIRE to fill an outstanding vacancy on the Committee for the United Nations 
Population Award for a three-year term beginning on 1 January 2013 and expiring on 31 December 2015. 

 The Council further postponed the election of two members from African States and two members from Asia-
Pacific States for terms beginning on 1 January 2013 and expiring on 31 December 2015. 
 

GOVERNING COUNCIL OF THE UNITED NATIONS HUMAN SETTLEMENTS PROGRAMME  

 The Council elected COLOMBIA, EL SALVADOR and SPAIN to fill outstanding vacancies on the Governing 
Council of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) for a four-year term beginning on 
1 January 2013 and expiring on 31 December 2016. 

 The Council further postponed the election of two members from Western European and other States for terms 
beginning on the date of election and expiring on 31 December 2012; two members from Eastern European States 
and one member from Western European and other States for terms beginning on the date of election and expiring 
on 31 December 2015; and two members from Eastern European States and four members from Western European 
and other States for terms beginning on 1 January 2013 and expiring on 31 December 2016. 
 

2012/202. Proposed date of the special high-level meeting of the Economic and Social Council with the 
Bretton Woods institutions, the World Trade Organization and the United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development 

 At its 2nd plenary meeting, on 7 February 2012, the Economic and Social Council, recalling its resolution 
2009/30 of 31 July 2009, decided that its special high-level meeting with the Bretton Woods institutions, the World 
Trade Organization and the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development would be held at Headquarters 
on 12 and 13 March 2012. 
 

2012/203. Proposed date of the meeting of the Economic and Social Council on international cooperation in 
tax matters 

 At its 2nd plenary meeting, on 7 February 2012, the Economic and Social Council, recalling its resolution 
2011/23 of 27 July 2011, decided that the one-day meeting of the Council to consider the question of international 
cooperation in tax matters, including institutional arrangements to promote such cooperation, would be held at 
Headquarters on 15 March 2012, in conjunction with the special high-level meeting of the Council with the Bretton 
Woods institutions, the World Trade Organization and the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development. 
 

2012/204. Provisional agenda for the substantive session of 2012 of the Economic and Social Council 

 At its 2nd plenary meeting, on 7 February 2012, the Economic and Social Council, having considered the 
proposed basic programme of work of the Council for 2012 and 2013,2 approved the provisional agenda for its 
substantive session of 2012.3 

_______________ 
2 E/2012/1. 
3 E/2012/100. 
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2012/205. Basic programme of work of the Economic and Social Council for 2013 

 At its 2nd plenary meeting, on 7 February 2012, the Economic and Social Council took note of the list of 
questions for inclusion in the programme of work of the Council for 2013.4 
 

2012/206. Working arrangements for the substantive session of 2012 of the Economic and Social Council 

 At its 2nd plenary meeting, on 7 February 2012, the Economic and Social Council decided on the following 
working arrangements for its substantive session of 2012: 

 (a) The high-level segment would be held from 2 to 9 July; 

 (b) The coordination segment would be held from 10 to 12 July; 

 (c) The operational activities segment would be held from 13 to 17 July; 

 (d) The informal joint event of the operational activities and humanitarian affairs segments on the issue of 
the transition from relief to development would be held on 18 July in the morning; 

 (e) The humanitarian affairs segment would be held from 18 July (afternoon) to 20 July; 

 (f) The general segment would be held from 23 to 27 July (morning); 

 (g) The work of the substantive session of 2012 of the Council would conclude on 27 July in the afternoon. 
 

2012/207. Theme for the thematic discussion of the substantive session of 2012 of the Economic and Social 
Council 

 At its 2nd plenary meeting, on 7 February 2012, the Economic and Social Council decided that the theme for 
the thematic discussion of the high-level segment of its substantive session of 2012 would be “Macroeconomic 
policies for productive capacity, employment creation, sustainable development and the achievement of the 
Millennium Development Goals, in the context of sustained, inclusive and equitable economic growth in pursuit of 
poverty eradication”. 
 

2012/208. Operational activities segment of the substantive session of 2012 of the Economic and Social Council 

 At its 2nd plenary meeting, on 7 February 2012, the Economic and Social Council decided that the work of 
the operational activities segment of its substantive session of 2012 should be devoted to preparations for the 
General Assembly quadrennial comprehensive policy review of the operational activities for development of the 
United Nations system and the implementation of Assembly resolution 62/208 of 19 December 2007 and Council 
resolution 2011/7 of 18 July 2011. 
 

2012/209. Venue and dates of the twenty-seventh session of the United Nations Group of Experts on 
Geographical Names and the Tenth United Nations Conference on the Standardization of 
Geographical Names 

 At its 2nd plenary meeting, on 7 February 2012, the Economic and Social Council, recalling its decision 
2011/251 of 27 July 2011, by which it had approved the provisional agendas, venues and dates of the twenty-
seventh session of the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names and the Tenth United Nations 
Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names, and taking note of the request of the secretariat for a 
change in the dates of the meetings, decided that: 

 (a) The twenty-seventh session of the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names would be 
held at Headquarters on 30 July and 10 August 2012; 

(b) The Tenth United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names would be held at 
Headquarters from 31 July to 9 August 2012. 

_______________ 
4 E/2012/1, sect. II. 
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2012/210. Theme for the item on regional cooperation of the substantive session of 2012 of the Economic 
and Social Council 

 At its 10th plenary meeting, on 26 April 2012, the Economic and Social Council decided that the theme for the 
item on regional cooperation of its substantive session of 2012 would be “Regional perspectives on youth and 
development”. 
 

2012/211. Theme for the humanitarian affairs segment of the substantive session of 2012 of the Economic 
and Social Council 

 At its 10th plenary meeting, on 26 April 2012, the Economic and Social Council decided, with regard to the 
humanitarian affairs segment of its substantive session of 2012, that: 

 (a) The theme for the segment would be “Working in partnership to strengthen coordination of 
humanitarian assistance in a changing world”; 

 (b) It would convene two panel discussions, the topics of which would be: 

(i) “Improving capacities for evidence-based humanitarian decision-making”; 

(ii) “Partnerships for effective humanitarian assistance in support of national, regional and international 
efforts”. 

 

2012/212. Economic and Social Council event to discuss the transition from relief to development 

 At its 10th plenary meeting, on 26 April 2012, the Economic and Social Council decided, with regard to the 
event to discuss the transition from relief to development, that: 

 (a) The title of the event would be “Humanitarian needs in the Sahel and the importance of building 
resilience”; 

 (b) The event would be an informal activity held on 18 July 2012 in the morning; 

 (c) The event would consist of one panel discussion and there would be no negotiated outcome. 
 

2012/213. Agenda and organization of work for the substantive session of 2012 of the Economic and Social 
Council 

 At its 13th plenary meeting, on 2 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council adopted the agenda of its 
substantive session of 20125 and approved the programme of work6 and took note of the list of documents7 for the 
session. At the same meeting, the Council also approved the recommendation of the Committee on 
Non-Governmental Organizations that the non-governmental organizations requesting to be heard by the Council at 
its substantive session of 2012 be heard under agenda item 2, High-level segment.8 
 

2012/214. Documentation considered by the Economic and Social Council in connection with the high-level 
segment of its substantive session of 2012 

 At its 22nd plenary meeting, on 10 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council took note of the following 
documents: 

 (a) Report of the Secretary-General on promoting productive capacity, employment and decent work to 
eradicate poverty in the context of inclusive, sustainable and equitable economic growth at all levels for achieving 
the Millennium Development Goals;9 

_______________ 
5 E/2012/100. 
6 E/2012/L.5. 
7 E/2012/L.6 and Rev.1. 
8 See E/2012/82. 
9 E/2012/63. 
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 (b) Report of the Secretary-General on macroeconomic policies for productive capacity, employment 
creation, sustainable development and the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals, in the context of 
sustained, inclusive and equitable economic growth in pursuit of poverty eradication;10 

 (c) Report of the Secretary-General on trends and progress in international development cooperation.11 
 

2012/215. Documentation considered by the Economic and Social Council in connection with the reports of 
the Executive Boards of the United Nations Development Programme/United Nations Population 
Fund/United Nations Office for Project Services, the United Nations Children’s Fund, the United 
Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women and the World Food 
Programme 

 At its 34th plenary meeting, on 17 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council took note of the following 
documents: 

 (a) Report of the Executive Board of the United Nations Development Programme, the United Nations 
Population Fund and the United Nations Office for Project Services on its work during 2011;12 

 (b) Report to the Economic and Social Council of the Administrator of the United Nations Development 
Programme and of the Executive Directors of the United Nations Population Fund and the United Nations Office 
for Project Services;13 

 (c) Annual report to the Economic and Social Council of the Executive Board of the United Nations 
Children’s Fund on its first regular session of 2012;14 

 (d) Annual report of the World Food Programme for 2011;15 

 (e) Reports of the Executive Board of the United Nations Children’s Fund on the work of its first regular 
session16 and annual session of 2012;17 

 (f) Report of the Executive Board of the United Nations Children’s Fund on the work of its first regular 
session of 2012: joint meeting of the Executive Boards of the United Nations Development Programme/United 
Nations Population Fund/United Nations Office for Project Services, the United Nations Children’s Fund, the 
United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women and the World Food Programme;18 

 (g) Report of the Executive Board of the World Food Programme on its first and second regular sessions 
and annual session of 2011;19 

 (h) Extract from the report of the Executive Board of the United Nations Children’s Fund on its 2012 annual 
session: decisions adopted by the Executive Board at its annual session of 2012.20 
 

2012/216. Quadrennial report of the non-governmental organization Suzanne Mubarak Women’s 
International Peace Movement 

 At its 41st plenary meeting, on 23 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council decided to request that the 
Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations resume its consideration of the quadrennial report for 2007–2010 
of the non-governmental organization Suzanne Mubarak Women’s International Peace Movement at its regular 

_______________ 
10 E/2012/74. 
11 E/2012/78. 
12 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 2011, Supplement No. 15 (E/2011/35). 
13 E/2012/5. 
14 E/2012/6. 
15 E/2012/14. 
16 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 2012, Supplement No. 14 (E/2012/34/Rev.1), part one. 
17 Ibid., part two. 
18 Ibid., part one, sect. III. 
19 Ibid., Supplement No. 16 (E/2012/36). 
20 Ibid., Supplement No. 14 (E/2012/34/Rev.1), annex. 
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session of 2013, and further requested that the Committee defer its consideration of the request for the change of 
name of the organization from “Suzanne Mubarak Women’s International Peace Movement” to “End Human 
Trafficking Now” until its regular session of 2013. 
 

2012/217. Application of the non-governmental organization Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation for 
consultative status with the Economic and Social Council 

 At its 41st plenary meeting, on 23 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council decided not to grant special 
consultative status to the non-governmental organization Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation. 
 

2012/218. Applications for consultative status and requests for reclassification received from  
non-governmental organizations 

 At its 41st plenary meeting, on 23 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council: 

 (a) Decided to grant consultative status to the following 157 non-governmental organizations:21 
 

General consultative status 

Biovision – Stiftung für ökologische Entwicklung 
Gazeteciler ve Yazarlar Vakfi 
Islamic Relief USA 
Voluntary Service Overseas 

 

Special consultative status 

A.K. Munshi Yojana 
Academy of Breastfeeding Medicine 
Africa culture internationale 
African Agency for Integrated Development 
African Centre for Community and Development 
African Development Association 
Agence pour le développement intégré au Congo 
Ajegunle Community Project 
Albert B. Sabin Vaccine Institute 
All-Russian Public Organization of Disabled People with Multiple Sclerosis 
Amizade 
Arab Penal Reform Organization 
Artfully AWARE 
Asia Indigenous Peoples Pact 
Asian Consultancy on Tobacco Control 
Asociación Civil Observatorio Social 
Asociación de Amigos de las Naciones Unidas 
Association de l’intervention pour les mères 
Association des jeunes pour l’agriculture du Mali 
Association Dunenyo 
Association graines de paix 
Association of African Entrepreneurs 
Association pour le développement de la société civile angolaise 
Association pour l’intégration et le développement durable au Burundi 
Association togolaise pour les Nations Unies 
Awaz Centre for Development Services 
Bread of Life Development Foundation 
British Humanist Association 

_______________ 
21 Including both new and deferred applications. 
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Cancer Aid Society 
Captive Daughters 
Centa for Organisational Development 
Center for Africa Development and Progress 
Centre d’information et de conseil des nouvelles spiritualités 
Centre for Development Communication 
Centre for Economic and Leadership Development 
Centre for Environment and Development 
Centre for Human Rights 
Centro de Estudios Legales y Sociales 
Centro Ecuatoriano de Derecho Ambiental 
Chamber of Computer Logistics People Worldwide 
Chicago TASC 
Children Education and Social Welfare Society 
Colectiva Mujer y Salud 
Comisión para la Investigación de Malos Tratos a las Mujeres 
Compagnons d’action pour le développement familial 
Concile mondial de congrès diplomatiques des aumôniers pour la paix universelle des droits humains et 

juridiques 
Confédération européenne des cadres 
Corporación para la Defensa y Promoción de los Derechos Humanos-Reiniciar 
Corps de réflexion et de planification pour l’utilité sociale 
Daya Pertiwi Foundation 
Diabetic Association of Sri Lanka 
Disarm Education Fund 
e 8 
Earth Day Network 
East and Horn of Africa Human Rights Defenders Projects 
Ecumenical Federation of Constantinopolitans 
European Union Association in the United States 
Famille Debout 
Federation of Women Groups 
Fondation des oeuvres pour la solidarité et le bien-être social 
Fondation marocaine de l’éducation pour l’emploi 
Foundation for Human Horizon 
Frathekk Foundation Common Initiative Group 
Freemuse: the World Forum on Music and Censorship 
Fundación Argentina a las Naciones Camino a la Verdad 
Fundación Proacceso ECO 
Global Deaf Connection 
Global Economist Forum 
Global Family for Love and Peace 
Guru Angad Dev Sewa Society – Punjab, Ludhiana 
Horizon Foundation 
Housing Works 
ICW Global: Comunidad Internacional de Mujeres Viviendo con VIH/SIDA 
IDP Foundation 
Impact for Change and Development 
Indian Development Foundation 
Indigenous Information Network 
Innovation: Africa 
Institut Jules-Destrée 
Institute for Conscious Global Change 
Intercambios 
Interchurch Medical Assistance 
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International Longevity Center Global Alliance 
International POPs Elimination Network 
International Radio Emergency Support Coalition 
Internationale Organisation für Volkskunst 
Iraqi Development Organization 
Japan Water Forum 
Korean Assembly for Reunion of Ten Million Separated Families 
Kosmos Associates 
Kuwait Association for the Basic Evaluators for Human Rights 
Kyung Hee University 
Law Council of Australia 
LDC Watch 
Legal Aid Forum for Human Rights 
Liberian United Youth for Community Safety and Development 
Licht für die Welt – Christoffel Entwicklungszusammenarbeit 
Local Action Organization 
Major Alliance Education Centre 
Mediators Beyond Borders 
Mother Care Foundation 
Murder Victims’ Families for Human Rights 
National Advocates for Pregnant Women 
National Coalition Against Racial Discrimination 
NGO Coordination Committee for Iraq 
NGO Coordination post Beijing Switzerland 
Ngoma Club 
Nigeria Model United Nations Society 
Observatorio Mexicano de la Crisis 
ODHIKAR: Coalition for Human Rights 
Okogun Odigie Safewomb International Foundation 
Organisation camerounaise pour la protection de l’arbre 
Organisation pour la rénovation environnante du sud d’Haïti 
Painted Children UK 
People for Successful Corean Reunification 
Pesticide Action Nexus Association 
PFI Foundation 
Pragya 
Public Fund “Medialife” 
Public Health Institute 
Public Union of Citizens “International Centre of Education of Georgian and German Women” 
Reality of Aid Network 
Regional Public Foundation Assistance for the Elderly “Dobroe Delo” 
Release Legal Emergency and Drugs Service 
Salamander Trust 
Sant Nirankari Mandal – Delhi 
Search for Common Ground 
Sexuality Information and Education Council of the United States 
Shrimati Pushpa Wati Loomba Memorial Foundation 
Smile Foundation 
Solidarité agissante pour le développement familial 
Stichting Universal Education Foundation 
Sveriges Kvinnolobby 
The Fishermen 
Thin and High 
Tlachinollan: Grupo de Apoyo a los Pueblos Indios de la Montaña 
Tomorrow’s Peacekeepers Today 
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Tour opération et initiatives 
Training for Women Network 
Uganda Management Assistance Programme 
US Women Connect 
USA Mali Charitable Association of NYC 
Voice of Change International 
Vojenský a špitální Řád svatého Lazara Jeruzaléemského — Bohemia 
WOOMB International 
World Alliance for Youth Empowerment 
World Barua Organization 
World Hunger Year 
World Igbo Congress 
Yakutia – Our Opinion 
Young Professionals Forum 
ZOA Vluchtelingenzorg 

 

Roster 

Erevna International Peace Center 

 (b) Also decided to reclassify the following three non-governmental organizations from the Roster to special 
consultative status: 

International Diabetes Federation 
International Federation of Translators 
World Heart Federation 

 (c) Noted the withdrawal by the following three non-governmental organizations of their applications for 
consultative status: 

Act of Life 
International Christian Chamber of Commerce 
Soroptimist International of the Americas 

 (d) Also noted the decision by the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations to take note of the 
change of name of the following 11 non-governmental organizations: 

Brothers of Charity to Global Action Against Poverty 
Comité Español de Representantes de Minusválidos to Comité Español de Representantes de Personas con 

Discapacidad 
Danish Association for Gays and Lesbians to LGBT Denmark: the National Organization for Gay Men, 

Lesbians, Bisexuals and Transgendered People 
Global Foundation for Democracy and Development to Fundación Global Democracia y Desarrollo 
Human Rights Law Resource Centre to Human Rights Law Centre 
International Federation “Terre des Hommes” to Terre des Hommes fédération internationale 
International Union of Forestry Research Organizations to International Union of Forest Research 

Organizations 
National Federation of Women for Democracy to National Confederation of Women in Equality 
New York and New Jersey Asian American Law Enforcement Advisory Committee to United States Asian 

American Law Enforcement Foundation 
UNIFEM Australia Incorporated to UN-Women Australia 
World Coal Institute to World Coal Association 

 (e) Further noted the decision by the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations to take note of the 
quadrennial reports submitted by the following 368 non-governmental organizations for the period 2007–2010: 

ABANTU for Development 
Academy for Future Science 
Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences 
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ActionAid 
African Action on AIDS 
African Youth for Transparency 
AIESEC International 
ALDET Centre (Saint Lucia) 
Al-Hakim Foundation 
All China Women’s Federation 
All India Women’s Conference 
All India Women’s Education Fund Association 
All Pakistan Women’s Association 
All-Russian Social Fund “The Russian Children Foundation” 
All-Russian Society of the Deaf/All-Russian Public Organization of Persons with Disabilities 
American Youth Understanding Diabetes Abroad 
Ankara Foundation of Children with Leukemia 
Antiviolence Center 
Arab Lawyers Union 
Arias Foundation for Peace and Human Progress 
Armenian Constitutional Right-Protective Centre 
Asayesefid White Cane 
Asian Centre for Human Rights 
Asian Centre for Organization Research and Development 
Asian People’s Disability Alliance 
Asociación Mensajeros de la Paz 
Asociación Proyecto Hombre 
Associated Country Women of the World 
Association des consommateurs de télécommunication de Côte d’Ivoire 
Association for Democratic Initiatives 
Association for Emissions Control by Catalyst 
Association for Progressive Communications 
Association for Reproductive and Family Health 
Association nationale Al Hidn 
Association of Asian Confederation of Credit Unions 
Association of Third World Studies 
Association of United Families International 
Association pour le développement économique, social, environnemental du nord 
Associazione IRENE 
Bahrain Women Society 
Bangladesh Nari Progati Sangha 
Bangladesh Women Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
Bangwe et dialogue 
BAOBAB for Women’s Human Rights 
Bhagwan Mahaveer Viklang Sahayata Samiti Jaipur 
Brothers of Charity 
Buddha’s Light International Association 
Bunyad Literacy Community Council 
Campaign Life Coalition 
Canadian Centre on Substance Abuse 
Caritas Internationalis 
Caucus for Women’s Leadership 
Center for Economic and Social Rights 
Center for Interethnic Cooperation 
Center for International Earth Science Information Network 
Center for International Health and Cooperation 
Centre d’accompagnement des autochtones pygmées et minoritaires vulnérables 
Centre for Democracy and Development 
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Centre on Housing Rights and Evictions 
Centro de Estudios de Estado y Sociedad 
Child Development Foundation 
Children of the World: Regional Public Charitable Fund of Assistance to Cultural and Sports Development of 

Children and Young People 
China Association for NGO Cooperation 
China Association for Preservation and Development of Tibetan Culture 
China International Public Relations Association 
Chinese Association for International Understanding 
Christian Legal Fellowship 
CIDSE 
Citizens’ Coalition for Economic Justice 
CITYNET: Regional Network of Local Authorities for the Management of Human Settlements 
Club of Madrid 
Coalition of Activist Lesbians (Australia) 
Colombian Commission of Jurists 
Comité français pour l’Afrique du Sud 
Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America 
Community of Sant’Egidio 
Community Social Welfare Foundation 
Company of the Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul 
Confédération fiscale européenne 
Confederazione Generale Italiana del Lavoro 
Conference of European Churches 
Congregations of St. Joseph 
Conscience and Peace Tax International 
Conseil de jeunesse pluriculturelle 
Consultative Council of Jewish Organizations 
Convention of Independent Financial Advisors 
Coordinating Board of Jewish Organizations 
Council of American Overseas Research Centers 
Cross-Cultural Solutions 
David M. Kennedy Center for International Studies 
Daytop Village Foundation 
Defence for Children International 
Development Alternatives with Women for a New Era 
Development Innovations and Networks 
Dianova International 
Dignity International 
Disabled Peoples International 
Dominican Union of Journalists for Peace 
Earthjustice 
Equidad de Género: Ciudadanía, Trabajo y Familia 
Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention 
European Disability Forum 
European Transport Safety Council 
European Women’s Lobby 
European Youth Forum 
Federación Internacional de Asociaciones de Ayuda Social, Ecológica y Cultural 
Feminist Press 
Focus on the Family 
Fondation Congo Assistance 
Fondation Humanus 
Forum for Women and Development 
Foundation for Ecological Security 
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Foundation for the Rights of the Family 
Foundation Projekta for Women and Development Services 
Franciscans International 
Fund of Aid for Youth 
Fundación Antonio Núñez Jiménez de la Naturaleza y el Hombre 
Fundación Salvadoreña para el Desarrollo Económico y Social 
Geneva International Model United Nations 
German Foundation for World Population 
Girl Scouts of the United States of America 
Global Action on Aging 
Global Exchange 
Global Volunteers 
Good People International 
Grupo de Información en Reproducción Elegida 
Gulf Automobile Federation 
Hariri Foundation for Sustainable Human Development 
Heritage Foundation 
Himalayan Research and Cultural Foundation 
Hong Kong Council of Social Service 
Howard League for Penal Reform 
Human Appeal International 
Human Rights Congress for Bangladesh Minorities 
Human Rights Defence Centre 
Human Rights Information and Documentation Systems International 
Human Rights National Circle 
Inclusion International 
Indian Council of Education 
Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage 
Information Habitat 
Initiatives: Women in Development 
Inner Trip Reiyukai International 
Institute for Global Environmental Strategies 
Institute for International Urban Development 
Institute for Sustainable Development and Research 
Institute for Women’s Studies and Research 
Institute on Human Rights and the Holocaust 
Instituto Qualivida 
Interact Worldwide 
InterAction: American Council for Voluntary International Action 
Intermon 
International Abolitionist Federation 
International Alliance of Women 
International Association for Religious Freedom 
International Association for the Defence of Religious Liberty 
International Association for Volunteer Effort 
International Association for Water Law 
International Association of Charities 
International Association of Homes and Services for the Ageing 
International Association of Jewish Lawyers and Jurists 
International Association of Lawyers against Nuclear Arms 
International Association of Peace Messenger Cities 
International Association of Schools of Social Work 
International Bar Association 
International Bureau for Epilepsy 
International Cartographic Association 
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International Catholic Union of the Press 
International Center for Not-for-Profit Law 
International Centre for Human Rights and Democratic Development 
International Centre for Trade and Sustainable Development 
International Chamber of Shipping 
International Committee for the Indians of the Americas (Switzerland) 
International Council for Adult Education 
International Council of Scientific Unions 
International Council of Women 
International Driving Tests Committee 
International Electrotechnical Commission 
International Eurasia Press Fund 
International Federation for Family Development 
International Federation for Housing and Planning 
International Federation of ACAT 
International Federation of Associations of the Elderly 
International Federation of Business and Professional Women 
International Federation of Social Workers 
International Federation of University Women 
International Federation on Ageing 
International Federation “Terre des Hommes” 
International Fellowship of Reconciliation 
International Forum for Child Welfare 
International Hotel and Restaurant Association 
International Informatization Academy 
International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis 
International Institute of Administrative Sciences 
International Islamic Committee for Woman and Child 
International Islamic Relief Organization 
International Jurists Organisation 
International Kolping Society 
International Law Association 
International Motor Vehicle Inspection Committee 
International Movement ATD Fourth World 
International Network of Basin Organizations 
International Network of Liberal Women 
International Ocean Institute 
International Ontopsychology Association 
International Organization for Standardization 
International Organization of Employers 
International Peacebuilding Alliance 
International Planned Parenthood Federation (East and South-East Asia and Oceania Region) 
International Planned Parenthood Federation (Europe Region) 
International Planned Parenthood Federation (western hemisphere region) 
International Real Estate Federation 
International Religious Liberty Association 
International Road Federation 
International Road Safety 
International Service for Human Rights 
International Social Security Association 
International Social Service 
International Sociological Association 
International Statistical Institute 
International Touring Alliance 
International Trade Union Confederation 
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International Trustee Fund of the Tsyolkovsky Moscow State Aviation Technological University 
International Tunnelling Association 
International Union of Economists 
International Volunteerism Organization for Women, Education and Development 
International Women’s Health Coalition 
Inuit Circumpolar Council 
ISHA Foundation 
Jana Utthan Pratisthan 
Japan Civil Liberties Union 
Japan Federation of Bar Associations 
Join Together Society 
Jubilee Campaign 
Kids Can Free the Children 
Korean Institute for Women and Politics 
Korean Sharing Movement 
Kurdistan Reconstruction and Development Society 
Lama Gangchen World Peace Foundation 
Lassalle-Institut 
Latin American Committee for the Defence of Women’s Rights 
L’auravetl’an Information and Education Network of Indigenous People 
Legal Service Coalition 
Legião da Boa Vontade 
Liberal International 
Life Ethics Educational Association 
Life for Relief and Development 
Link-Up (Queensland) Aboriginal Corporation 
Mayors for Peace 
Mbutu Agriculture Society 
Medical Women’s International Association 
Mediterranean Women’s Studies Centre 
Mentor Foundation 
Mercy-USA for Aid and Development 
Minaret of Freedom Institute 
Mission International Rescue Foundation 
Misión Mujer 
Movement for a Better World 
Muslim World League 
National Association of Community Legal Centres 
National Committee for UNIFEM (Japan) 
National Council of German Women’s Organizations 
National Council of Negro Women 
National Council of Women of the United States 
National Wildlife Federation 
National Women’s Council of Catalonia 
Network Women In Development Europe 
New Human Rights 
New Japan Women’s Association 
New York County Lawyers’ Association 
Nonviolent Peaceforce 
Northern Ireland Women’s European Platform 
OISCA International (South India chapter) 
Pacific Rim Institute for Development and Education 
Pag-Aalay Ng Puso Foundation (Offering of the Heart Foundation) 
PanAmerican-PanAfrican Association 
Pax Christi International 
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Paz y Cooperación 
Perhaps Kids Meeting Kids Can Make a Difference 
Permanent Assembly for Human Rights 
Physicians for Human Rights 
Planned Parenthood Federation of America 
Prasad Project 
Priests for Life 
Program for Appropriate Technology in Health 
Ramola Bhar Charitable Trust 
RICS Foundation 
Romanian Independent Society of Human Rights 
Rural Development Leadership Network 
Safari Club International Foundation 
Sahara for Life Trust 
Salesian Missions 
Salvation Army 
Service and Research Institute on Family and Children 
Several Sources Foundation 
SHATIL: New Israel Fund’s Empowerment and Training Center for Social Change Organizations 
Shimin Gaikou Centre 
Simon Wiesenthal Center 
Socialist International 
Socialist International Women 
Society for the Promotion of Youth and Masses 
Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues 
Sociologists for Women in Society 
Sodalitas 
SOUL Development of Women and Children 
Southern Diaspora Research and Development Center 
Special Olympics International 
St. Joan’s International Alliance 
Stree Aadhar Kendra 
Struggle for Change 
Sudan National Committee on Harmful Traditional Practices 
Sudanese Women General Union 
Swedish Association for Sexuality Education 
Swedish Federation for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Rights 
Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund 
Tandem Project 
Temple of Understanding 
Third World Institute 
Transparency International 
Tribal Link Foundation 
Trickle Up Program 
Turkish Economic and Social Studies Foundation 
UNESCO Centre of Catalonia 
UNIFEM Australia 
Union internationale des avocats 
Union of British Columbia Indian Chiefs 
Union of International Associations 
Union of the Electricity Industry 
United Cities and Local Governments 
United Nations Association of Russia 
United Nations Association of San Diego 
United Religions Initiative 
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United States Burn Support Organization 
United States Committee for UNIFEM 
Vali-Asr Rehabilitation Foundation for Disabled Children and Adults 
Water Environment Federation 
Wittenberg Center for Alternative Resources 
Women in Europe for a Common Future 
Women’s Human Rights International Association 
Women’s International Zionist Organization 
Women’s Sports Foundation 
Women’s Union of Russia 
Women’s World Banking 
Women’s World Summit Foundation 
World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations 
World Association of Industrial and Technological Research Organizations 
World Blind Union 
World Coal Institute 
World Federation for Mental Health 
World Federation of Democratic Youth 
World Federation of Khoja Shi’a Ithna-Asheri Muslim Communities 
World Federation of the Deaf 
World Federation of the Deafblind 
World Federation of Therapeutic Communities 
World Fellowship of Buddhists 
World Jewish Congress 
World Job and Food Bank 
World Jurist Association of the World Peace Through Law Center 
World Mission Foundation 
World Muslim Congress 
World Network of Users and Survivors of Psychiatry 
World Safety Organization 
World Savings Banks Institute 
World Union of Catholic Women’s Organizations 
World Wind Energy Association 
World Young Women’s Christian Association 
Worldwide Organization for Women 
Youth with a Mission 

 (f) Took note of the quadrennial reports for periods earlier than 2007–2010 submitted by the following five 
organizations: 

Becket Fund for Religious Liberty 
Centrist Democrat International 
CIVICUS: World Alliance for Citizen Participation 
Interfaith International 
International Network of Liberal Women 

 (g) Noted that the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations had decided to close without prejudice 
consideration of the requests for consultative status made by the following 20 non-governmental organizations, after 
those organizations had failed, after three reminders from the Non-Governmental Organizations Branch of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the Secretariat over the course of two consecutive sessions of the 
Committee, to respond to questions put to them by the Committee: 

A Better Life Foundation 
alpesandes.org 
American Bible Society 
American Council for World Jewry 
Baidarie 
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Clean Up Australia 
Creating Resources for Empowerment in Action 
Ehsaas Foundation 
Fundación Mamonal 
Gender Links 
General Forum of the Arabic and African Non-Governmental Organizations 
GGS Institute of Information Communication Technology India 
International Council for Human Rights 
International Institute of Security and Safety Management 
Kashmiri American Council 
Korean Bar Association 
Mahabodhi International Meditation Centre 
Society for Research in Child Development 
World Buddhist Supreme Tathagata Followers Peace Foundation 
Zambian International Health Alliance 

 (h) Also noted that the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations had decided to close consideration 
of the request for consultative status made by the non-governmental organization Movement against Atrocities and 
Repression. 

 

2012/219. Report of the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations on its regular session of 2012 

 At its 41st plenary meeting, on 23 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council took note of the report of the 
Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations on its regular session of 2012.22 

 

2012/220. Applications for consultative status and requests for reclassification received from 
non-governmental organizations 

 At its 41st plenary meeting, on 23 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council: 

 (a) Decided to grant consultative status to the following 128 non-governmental organizations: 

 

Special consultative status 

A la Vista! Communication Sociale 
Abiodun Adebayo Welfare Foundation 
ACT Alliance – Action by Churches Together 
Afghan Poverty Relief 
AIDS Healthcare Foundation 
All India Christian Council 
Alliance for Africa 
Alzheimer’s Disease International – International Federation of Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Disorders 

Societies 
Apne Aap Women Worldwide (India) Trust 
Architects for Peace 
Asabe Shehu Yar’Adua Foundation 
Asociación para el Desarrollo “Foro Rural Mundial” 
Association for Social and Environmental Development 
Association of the Indigenous Peoples in the Ryukyus 
Autism Speaks 
Autonomous Women’s Center 
Beit Issie Shapiro – Amutat Avi 
Bridges of Hope Project 

_______________ 
22 E/2012/32 (Part I). 
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British Overseas NGOs for Development 
Center for International Human Rights 
Central British Fund for World Jewish Relief 
Centro UNESCO di Firenze 
Children of Peru Foundation 
Climate Action Network Association 
Concordis International Trust 
Conseil des jeunes Congolais de l’étranger 
Corporación Excelencia en la Justicia 
Corporación para la Investigación, el Desarrollo Sostenible y la Promoción Social 
Cubraiti 
Deutsche Model United Nations 
Doctors Worldwide 
Eagle Eyes Association for Afghan Displaced Youth 
Earth Child Institute 
Ecoagriculture International 
Edmund Rice International 
Education For Employment Foundation 
Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric AIDS Foundation 
Federación de Mujeres Progresistas 
Federación Española de Mujeres Directivas Ejecutivas Profesionales y Empresarias 
Fondation pour l’étude des relations internationales et du développement 
Fondation Yves Rocher 
Fondazione Don Carlo Gnocchi 
Food and Water Watch 
Forest Stewardship Council 
Foundation for GAIA 
Foundation for Global Sports Development 
France terre d’asile 
Global Hope Network International 
Globethics.net Foundation 
Grassroots Leadership 
Hindu Council of New Zealand 
Human Rights Association for Community Development in Assiut 
Human Rights Now 
ICT for Peace Foundation 
Initiative for Environment, Health and Social Development 
Institute of Asian Culture and Development 
International AIDS Society 
International Circle of Faith Chaplaincy Corps 
International Council on Clean Transportation 
International Federation of Anti-Leprosy Associations 
International Human Rights and Anti-Corruption Society 
International Legal Foundation 
International Organization for Victim Assistance 
International Partners in Mission 
International Risk Governance Council 
International Senior Lawyers Project 
Islands First 
Japan Council against Atomic and Hydrogen Bombs (Gensuikyo) 
Japanese Association for the Right to Freedom of Speech 
KARP 
Kejibaus 
Kerman Raad 
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Krityanand UNESCO Club Jamshedpur 
Land is Life 
Mali Rising Foundation 
Manavata 
Movement for the Protection of the African Child 
Mundo sin Guerras 
National Engineers Week Foundation 
National Forum “Alternatives, Practice, Initiatives” 
Noble Institution for Environmental Peace 
Oidhaco, Bureau international des droits humains – action Colombie 
Organisation téchnique européenne du pneumatique et de la jante 
Pacific Disability Forum 
Peace Operation Training Institute 
Peacemaker Corps Foundation 
Plataforma Portuguesa para os Direitos das Mulheres 
Population Connection 
Programme on Women’s Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
Promocom 
Quaker Earthcare Witness 
Rainforest Partnership 
Restless Development 
Restoration and Healing 
Rural Development Organization 
Rural Women Empowerment and Life Improvement Association 
Sakyadhita 
Scalabrini International Migration Network 
Scottish Association for Mental Health 
Sigma Theta Tau, National Honorary Society of Nursing 
Singapore Institute of International Affairs 
Sir William Beveridge Foundation 
Somali Women Civil War Survivors 
Sri Swami Madhavananda World Peace Council 
Stichting Foundation Management EEAC 
Stichting Global Reporting Initiative 
Stichting Spanda 
Stiftung Brot für Alle 
Swisscontact, Schweizerische Stiftung für technische Entwicklungszusammenarbeit 
Tabitha Cumi Foundation 
U.S. Green Building Council 
Unnayan Onneshan 
UPR Info 
US Human Rights Network 
VDE Prüf- und Zertifizierungsinstitut 
Vienna Economic Forum 
Wahine Maori Queensland 
Women and Children First UK 
Women Deliver 
Women’s Global Network for Reproductive Rights 
World Habitat Foundation 
World Hunger Education Service 
World Space Week Association 
World Welfare Association 
Worldwide Palliative Care Alliance 
Young Men’s Hebrew Association of the City of New York 
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Roster 

Hands of Love Group System 
Widows for Peace Through Democracy 

 (b) Also decided to reclassify the following non-governmental organization from special to general 
consultative status: 

Family Health International 

 (c) Noted that the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations had decided to take note of the change 
of name of the following seven non-governmental organizations: 

Aid the Children Network (special, 2011) to International Institute for Child Protection 
International Association of Mayors of Northern Cities (Roster, 1997) to World Winter Cities Association for 

Mayors 
International Catholic Union of the Press (special, 1951) to International Catholics Organisation of the Media 
International Iron and Steel Institute (Roster, 1978) to World Steel Association 
Isfahan Minority Rights and Development (special, 2011) to Isfahan Huma Rights and Development 

Organization 
RICS Foundation (special, 2003) to Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 
Sudan Association for Combating Landmines (special, 2007) to JASMAR Human Security Organization 

 (d) Also noted that the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations had taken note of the quadrennial 
reports of the following 151 non-governmental organizations:23 

Association marocaine pour la promotion de la femme rurale (2006–2009) 
AARP 
Action Health Incorporated 
African Association of Education for Development 
Agencia Latinoamericana de Información (2006–2009) 
American Conservative Union 
Amicale marocaine des handicapés 
Asia Pacific Women’s Watch 
Asian Non-Governmental Organizations Coalition for Agrarian Reform and Rural Development 
Asian Women’s Human Rights Council 
Asociación Cubana de las Naciones Unidas 
Associação Nacional das Empresárias 
Association d’aide aux enfants cancéreux 
Association internationale des régions francophones 
Association marocaine des droits humains 
Azerbaijan Women and Development Centre (2006–2009) 
Canadian Research Institute for the Advancement of Women (2006–2009) 
Caribbean Medical Association 
Centre féminin pour la promotion du développement (2006–2009) 
Centre for Environment and Sustainable Development (India) 
Centro de Estudios Sobre la Juventud 
Citizens’ Rights Protection Society 
Civil Resource Development and Documentation Centre 
Comité national d’action pour les droits de l’enfant et de la femme (2006–2009) 
Commission africaine des promoteurs de la santé et des droits de l’homme 
Commission nationale des femmes travailleuses de Guinée 
Community-Based Rehabilitation Network (South Asia) 
Concern Worldwide US 

_______________ 
23 The reports listed are for the period 2007–2010, with the exception of 30 organizations that reported on other periods, as indicated in the 
list with the dates in parentheses. 
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Confederación Latinoamericana de Cooperativas de Ahorro y Crédito 
Conseil international du sport militaire 
Coordination immigrés du sud du monde 
Credo-Action 
DEVNET Association 
Du pain pour chaque enfant 
Economists for Peace and Security 
Environmental Women’s Assembly 
Espace Afrique International 
Euromontana 
European Centre for Law and Justice 
European Union of Women (2006–2009) 
EUROSOLAR Turkey (2006–2009) 
Family Welfare Foundation of India 
Federal Union of European Nationalities 
Federation for Women and Family Planning 
Federation of Associations of Former International Civil Servants 
Focus on the Family (Canada) Association 
Forum pour l’intégration des migrants (2006–2009) 
Foundation for Aboriginal and Islander Research Action Aboriginal Corporation 
Freedom House (2003–2006) 
Fundación Diagrama – Intervención Psicosocial 
Global Housing Foundation (2006–2009) 
Groupement d’appui aux initiatives économiques des femmes 
Handicap International 
Hawa Society for Women (2006–2009) 
HelpAge International 
Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights 
Howard Center for Family, Religion and Society 
Human Rights Council of Australia 
Indian Association of Parliamentarians on Population and Development 
Indigenous and Peasant Coordinator of Communal Agroforestry 
Indigenous People of Africa Coordinating Committee (2006–2009) 
Innu Council of Nitassinan (2005–2008) 
Inter-European Parliamentary Forum on Population and Development (2006–2009) 
International Association Against Torture 
International Association for Women’s Mental Health (2006–2009) 
International Association of Peace Foundations 
International Black Women for Wages for Housework 
International Bureau for Children’s Rights 
International Commission for Distance Education 
International Council on Human Rights Policy 
International Federation for Hydrocephalus and Spina Bifida 
International Federation of Medical Students’ Associations 
International Federation of Training and Development Organizations (2006–2009) 
International Forestry Students Association (2006–2009) 
International Institute for the Rights of the Child 
International Institute of Humanitarian Law 
International Multiracial Shared Cultural Organization 
International Muslim Women’s Union 
International Network for Small and Medium Sized Enterprises 
International Petroleum Industry Environmental Conservation Association 
International Rescue Committee 
International Union for Land Value Taxation and Free Trade 
International Union of Latin Notariat 
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Inter-Press Service International Association 
Islamic Human Rights Commission 
José Martí Cultural Society (2006–2009) 
Katimavik 
Kongres Wanita Indonesia (2006–2009) 
Leadership for Environment and Development (2006–2009) 
Leonard Cheshire Disability (2006–2009) 
Ligue internationale contre le racisme et l’antisémitisme 
Local Initiatives Program 
Madre 
Mamta: Health Institute for Mother and Child (2006–2009) 
Mandat International 
Marmara Group Strategic and Social Research Foundation (2006–2009) 
Mercy Corps International (2006–2009) 
Millennium Institute 
Mumbai Educational Trust 
National Assembly of Youth Organizations of the Republic of Azerbaijan (2006–2009) 
National Children’s and Youth Law Centre 
National Right to Life Educational Trust Fund 
Network Movement for Justice and Development 
New Seminary 
Non-Aligned Students and Youth Organization 
Non-Governmental Ecological Vernadsky Foundation 
Nord-Sud XXI 
Norwegian Forum for Environment and Development 
Order of St. John 
Organisation internationale pour la réduction des catastrophes (2006–2009) 
Organization for Industrial, Spiritual and Cultural Advancement International 
Organization of Islamic Capitals and Cities 
Oxfam Novib 
Palakkad District Consumers Association 
Pan Pacific and South-East Asia Women’s Association of Thailand 
Pathfinder International 
Peace Action 
Prison Fellowship International 
Pro Dignitate Foundation of Human Rights (2006–2009) 
PROSALIS: Projecto de Saúde em Lisboa 
Public International Law and Policy Group 
Red Venezolana de Organizaciones para el Desarrollo Social 
Rencontre africaine pour la défense des droits de l’homme 
Réseaux  IP Européens Network Coordination Centre 
Resources for the Future 
Rural Women Environmental Protection Association 
Samuhik Abhiyan 
Society for the Protection of Unborn Children 
Society for Upliftment of Masses 
SOS Kinderdorf International 
Sri Lanka Anti Narcotics Association 
Sudan Association for Combating Landmines 
Thakur Hari Prasad Institute of Research and Rehabilitation for the Mentally Handicapped 
Traditions pour demain (2006–2009) 
Transform Drug Policy Foundation 
Transnational Radical Party 
UDISHA 
Unión de Escritores y Artistas de Cuba (2006–2009) 



Decisions 

 
121 

 

Union nationale des femmes marocaines 
Union of Social Child Care 
United Towns Agency for North-South Cooperation 
Viet Nam Family Planning Association 
Women Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
World Association of Children’s Friends 
World Conference of Religions for Peace 
World Federation of Methodist and Uniting Church Women 
World Federation of United Nations Associations 
World Organization of Building Officials 
World Society for the Protection of Animals 
World Society of Victimology 
Yayasan Cinta Anak Bangsa 

 (e) Decided to close without prejudice consideration of the requests for consultative status made by the 
following 22 non-governmental organizations after those organizations had failed, after three reminders over the 
course of two consecutive sessions of the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations, to respond to queries 
posed to them by the Committee: 

AIDS Accountability International 
Asia Journalist Association 
Cambodian League for the Promotion and Defense of Human Rights 
Canterio International for Sustainable Development 
Catholic Fund for Overseas Development 
Egyptian Association for Dissemination and Development of Legal Awareness 
Fahamu Trust 
GAiN International 
ImageMagica 
Indira Gandhi National Foundation 
International Covenant for the Protection of Journalists 
International public organization “Sovereign Knightly Order of Christ the Savior” 
JustWorld International 
Kazakhstan Criminological Association 
Management Sciences for Health 
Maria and Liberdade Foundation 
Mines Action Canada 
Northern Alberta Alliance on Race Relations Society 
Royal Society of Chemistry 
SKG Sangha 
Trustees of Boston University 
United Planet Corporation 

 

2012/221. Withdrawal of consultative status of the non-governmental organization Interfaith International 

 At its 41st plenary meeting, on 23 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council decided to withdraw the 
consultative status of the non-governmental organization Interfaith International. 
 

2012/222. Suspension of consultative status of non-governmental organizations with outstanding 
quadrennial reports, pursuant to Economic and Social Council resolution 2008/4 

 At its 41st plenary meeting, on 23 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council decided, in accordance with its 
resolution 2008/4 of 21 July 2008, to suspend immediately, for a period of one year, the consultative status of the 
202 non-governmental organizations listed below, and requested the Secretary-General to advise the concerned 
organizations of their suspension. 

A Child Is Missing 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission 
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Abraham Fund Initiatives 
Action pour le développement de l’Afrique à la base 
Afghan Development Association 
Africa and Middle East Refugee Assistance 
African American Institute 
African Center Foundation 
African Development Institute 
African Refugees Foundation 
African Society of International and Comparative Law 
Agermanament sense fronteres 
Agir pour les femmes en situation précaire 
AIDS Action 
Akina Mama Wa Afrika 
Alliance Niger-Nature 
American Correctional Association 
American Indian Law Alliance 
Andean Commission of Jurists 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation 
Arab Council for Childhood and Development 
Asian Women’s Conference Network 
Association algérienne d’alphabétisation 
Association de défense des Tunisiens à l’étranger 
Association de sauvegarde des monuments et sites 
Association des volontaires pour l’assistance au développement en Guinée 
Association féminine Tunisie 21 
Association for Social Advancement 
Association for Solidarity with Freedom-Deprived Juveniles 
Association for the Advancement of Education 
Association for the Advancement of Psychological Understanding of Human Nature 
Association for the Protection of the Environment 
Association nationale de soutien aux enfants en difficulté et en institution 
Association of Arab-American University Graduates 
Association of Garbage Collectors for Community Development 
Association of Support to HIV-Infected and Affected Children and Their Families 
Association pour la taxation des transactions financières pour l’aide aux citoyens 
Association pour le développement harmonieux de la mère et de l’enfant du Cameroun 
Association tunisienne des villages d’enfants SOS 
Australian Council for International Development 
Bangladesh Scholarship Council 
Befrienders International 
Black Sea University Foundation 
Center for Alcohol and Drug Research and Education 
Center For Democratic Renewal 
Center for Human Rights and Environment 
Centre d’étude et de recherche pour l’intégration régionale et le développement de l’Afrique 
Centre of Economic and Social Studies of the Third World 
Cercle des amis de la forêt pour le 21e siècle 
CHANGE 
Civic Education Project 
Coalition for Community Participation in Governance 
Coalition gaie et lesbienne du Québec 
College Art Association 
Colombian Confederation of NGOs 
Comisión Jurídica para el Autodesarrollo de los Pueblos Originarios Andinos “Capaj” 
Comité international des femmes africaines pour le développement 
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Commission for the Defense of Human Rights in Central America 
Congo-Watch 
Cooperative Housing Foundation 
Coordinating Body of the Indigenous Organizations in the Amazon Basin 
Coordination des associations et ONG féminines du Mali 
Cousteau Society 
Croissant rouge algérien 
Data for Development 
December 18 vzw 
Education pour la population et la vie familiale 
Egyptian Center for Women’s Rights 
Ethiopian Youth League 
Europe 2000 
European League for Economic Cooperation 
European-Asian-Latin American Institute for Cooperation 
Family of the Americas 
Family Planning Association of Turkey 
Family Planning Movement “Vrancea” 
Federación Española de Asociaciones Pro Vida 
Fédération de Tunis de solidarité sociale 
Fédération des associations des handicapés moteurs 
Federation of Muslim Women’s Associations in Nigeria 
Femme Avenir 
FEMVISION 
Fondation Guilé 
Fondation internationale carrefour 
Fondation Nicolas Hulot pour la nature et l’homme 
Four Directions Council 
François-Xavier Bagnoud Center for Health and Human Rights 
Fundación Sales 
Global Alliance for TB Drug Development 
Global Fund for Women 
Global Metro City: The Glocal Forum 
Globe International 
Globe Japan 
Globetree 
Goodwill Industries International 
Green Earth Organization 
Group for Study and Research on Democracy and Economic and Social Development in Africa 
Habitat for Humanity International 
Human Relief Foundation 
Human Rights Internet 
Indian Muslim Federation (United Kingdom) 
Information Society of Ukraine 
Institut du développement durable et des relations internationales 
Inter-American Federation of Touring and Automobile Clubs 
International Alert 
International Association of Soldiers for Peace 
International Centre of Sociological, Penal and Penitentiary Research and Studies 
International Corrections and Prisons Association for the Advancement of Professional Corrections 
International Council on Mining and Metals 
International Family Therapy Association 
International Federation of Agricultural Producers 
International Federation of Industrial Energy Consumers 
International Federation of Persons with Physical Disability 
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International Federation of the Little Brothers of the Poor 
International Harm Reduction Association 
International Longevity Center 
International Medical Corps 
International Network for the Prevention of Elder Abuse 
International Prison Watch 
International Self-Reliance Agency for Women 
International Union of Public Transport 
International Union of Students 
International Young Christian Workers 
Islamic Heritage Society 
Japan Fellowship of Reconciliation 
Karnataka Manava Vikas Sangha (Human Resources Development Organization) 
Keystone Center 
Latin American Association of Development Financing Institutions 
Latin American Human Rights Association 
Liberty International 
Life Education Center (US) 
Little House of Nazareth 
Local Government International Bureau 
Lutte contre les violences faites aux femmes et enfants mineurs 
Malaysian Medical Relief Society 
MED Forum 
Microteam Éducation, apprentissage et nouvelles technologies 
Mouvement “ni putes ni soumises” 
Nadi Al Bassar 
National Alliance of Women’s Organizations 
National Bar Association 
National Safety Council 
National Union of Ghana Students 
National Union of the Association of Protection of Motherhood, Childhood and Families 
National Women’s Political Caucus 
Nigerian Centre for Research and Documentation 
Nigerian Environmental Society 
Norwegian Federation of Organizations of Disabled People 
Oasis Open City Foundation 
Organisation de la mère maghrébine 
Organisation nationale de l’enfance tunisienne 
Organization of African Trade Union Unity 
Pacific Concerns Resource Centre 
People to People International 
People’s Forum 2001 (Japan) 
PEW Institute for Ocean Science 
Planetary Society 
ProChoix 
Program Coordination for Integrated Health 
Programme insertion des enfants déshérités 
Pugwash Conference on Science and World Affairs 
Religious Consultation on Population, Reproductive Health and Ethics 
Research Action and Information Network for Bodily Integrity of Women 
Rigoberta Menchú Tum Foundation 
S.O.S. femmes en détresse 
Salubrité, propreté, hygiène et techniques d’assainissement 
Samaritan Community Center 
Secours populaire libanais 
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Service for Peace and Justice in Latin America 
Société tunisienne des sciences médicales 
Society for Women and AIDS in Africa 
Solidarité africaine pour la préservation de la paix et de l’environnement en République centrafricaine 
SOS Drugs International 
South American Commission for Peace, Regional Security and Democracy 
South Asia Human Rights Documentation Centre 
Union de l’action féminine 
Union interafricaine des droits de l’homme 
University of Missouri Kansas City Women’s Council 
Victim Support Europe 
Vridhhi 
Vrouwen Alliantie 
Wales Assembly of Women 
Widows and Orphans Welfare Society of Kenya 
Woïyo Kondeye 
Women Justice Program 
Women Trafficking and Child Labour Eradication Foundation 
Women, Law and Development International 
Women’s Action Group 
Women’s Commission Research and Education Fund 
Women’s Coordinating Committee for the Gulf and Arabian Peninsula 
Women’s World Organization for Rights, Literature and Development 
World Confederation of Labour 
World Council for Psychotherapy 
World Economic Forum 
World Futures Studies Federation 
World Population Society 
World Rehabilitation Fund 
World University Service 
World Women’s Christian Temperance Union 
WorldSpace Foundation 
Worldview International Foundation 
WorldWIDE Network Nigeria: Women in Development and Environment 
Youth Awareness Environmental Forum 

 

2012/223. Reinstatement of consultative status of non-governmental organizations that submitted 
outstanding quadrennial reports, pursuant to Economic and Social Council resolution 2008/4 

 At its 41st plenary meeting, on 23 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council decided, in accordance with its 
resolution 2008/4 of 21 July 2008, and recalling its decision 2011/230 of 25 July 2011, to reinstate the consultative 
status of the 27 non-governmental organizations listed below, which had submitted their outstanding quadrennial 
reports for the 2006–2009 reporting period: 

Agencia Latinoamericana de Información 
Association marocaine pour la promotion de la femme rurale 
Azerbaijan Women and Development Center 
Canadian Research Institute for the Advancement of Women 
Centre féminin pour la promotion du développement 
Comité national d’action pour les droits de l’enfant et de la femme 
European Union of Women 
EUROSOLAR Turkey 
Forum pour l’intégration des migrants 
Global Housing Foundation 
Hawa Society for Women 
Indigenous People of Africa Coordinating Committee 
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Inter-European Parliamentary Forum on Population and Development 
International Association for Women’s Mental Health 
International Federation of Training and Development Organisations 
International Forestry Students Association 
José Martí Cultural Society 
Kongres Wanita Indonesia 
LEAD International 
Leonard Cheshire Disability 
MAMTA Health Institute for Mother and Child 
Marmara Group Strategic and Social Research Foundation 
Mercy Corps 
National Assembly of Youth Organizations of the Republic of Azerbaijan 
Organisation internationale pour la réduction des catastrophes 
Pro Dignitate Foundation of Human Rights 
Traditions pour demain 

 

2012/224. Withdrawal of consultative status of non-governmental organizations pursuant to Economic and 
Social Council resolution 2008/4 

 At its 41st plenary meeting, on 23 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council decided, in accordance with its 
resolution 2008/4 of 21 July 2008, and recalling its decision 2011/230 of 25 July 2011, to withdraw immediately the 
consultative status of the 75 non-governmental organizations listed below, and requested the Secretary-General to 
advise the concerned organizations of the decision. 

A Woman’s Voice International 
Action for Integrated Rural and Tribal Development Social Service Society 
Advisory Commission of the Evangelical Church in Germany 
Advisory Committee for the Protection of the Sea 
Africa Infrastructures Foundation 
Africa Legal Aid 
Africa Muslims Agency 
AIDS Alliance in Nigeria 
All Africa Farmers Network 
American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists 
American Society of Criminology 
Argentine Association of International Law 
Asociación Conciencia 
Assistance pédagogique internationale 
Association algérienne de solidarité aux malades respiratoires 
Association d’assistance aux grands handicapés à domicile 
Association des études internationales 
Association des parlementaires tunisiens 
Association européenne contre les violences faites aux femmes au travail 
Association femmes, enfants et développement 
Association internationale des mouvements familiaux de formation rurale 
Association marocaine d’aide à l’enfant et à la famille 
Association marocaine d’appui à la promotion de la petite entreprise 
Association marocaine de planification familiale 
Association marocaine de solidarité et de développement 
Association marocaine de soutien et d’aide aux handicapés mentaux 
Association mauritanienne pour le bien-être et le secours de l’enfant et de la mère 
Association of Language Testers in Europe 
Association pour la défense des droits de la femme et de l’enfant 
Canada Family Action Coalition 
Catholic Relief Services (United States Catholic Conference) 
Center for Policy Alternatives 
Center for Strategic Research and Development of Georgia 
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Centre d’études pour réaliser l’espoir de l’enfant du désert 
Cercle de l’auto-promotion et de l’excellence 
Chinese Women’s Association of America 
Cohort for Research on Environment, Urban Management and Human Settlements 
Coordination des ONG féminines gabonaises 
Counterpart International 
Croatian World Congress 
Deutsche Welthungerhilfe 
Drug Watch International 
Eagle Forum 
Femmes actives et foyer 
Foster Care Organization International 
Foundation for Democracy in Africa 
Gaia Mater 
Group 484 
Indian Society of Agribusiness Professionals 
International Club for Peace Research 
International College of Surgeons 
International Education for Peace Institute 
International Organization for Peace, Care and Relief 
International Possibilities Unlimited 
International Women Count Network 
Korean Progressive Network – Jinbonet 
La Morada 
Maxim Institute 
Mercury Institute 
Mouvement international pour le loisir scientifique et technique 
National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws 
Network of Ugandan Researchers and Research Users 
Observatoire national des droits de l’enfant 
Open Family Australia 
Organisation tunisienne de jeunes médecins sans frontières 
PRIDE Youth Programs 
Pro femmes/Twese Hamwe 
Rede de informações para o terceiro setor 
Réseau d’information des aînées et aînés du Québec 
Society for Initiatives in Rural Development and Environmental Protection 
Society of Automotive Engineers 
Union pour la promotion de la femme nigérienne 
United World Colleges 
World Association of Community Radio Broadcasters 
World Children’s Relief and Volunteer Organization 

 

2012/225. Requests for withdrawal of consultative status 

 At its 41st plenary meeting, on 23 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council decided to take note of two 
requests for withdrawal of consultative status by the following non-governmental organizations: 

International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development 
South Asia Human Rights Documentation Centre 

 

2012/226. Dates of and provisional agenda for the 2013 session of the Committee on Non-Governmental 
Organizations 

 At its 41st plenary meeting, on 23 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council: 

 (a) Decided that the regular session of 2013 of the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations would 
be held from 21 to 30 January and on 8 February 2013, and that its resumed session of 2013 would be held from 20 
to 30 May and on 7 June 2013; 
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 (b) Approved the provisional agenda for the 2013 session of the Committee as set out below: 
 

PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR THE 2013 SESSION OF THE  
COMMITTEE ON NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

1. Election of officers. 

2. Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters. 

3. Applications for consultative status and requests for reclassification received from non-governmental 
organizations: 

(a) Applications for consultative status and requests for reclassification deferred from previous sessions of 
the Committee; 

(b) New applications for consultative status and new requests for reclassification; 

(c) Applications of non-governmental organizations in consultative status with the Economic and Social 
Council that have merged with non-governmental organizations without such consultative status. 

4. Quadrennial reports submitted by non-governmental organizations in consultative status with the Economic 
and Social Council: 

(a) Deferred quadrennial reports submitted by non-governmental organizations in consultative status with 
the Council; 

(b) Review of quadrennial reports submitted by non-governmental organizations in consultative status with 
the Council. 

5. Strengthening of the Non-Governmental Organizations Branch of the Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs of the Secretariat. 

6. Review of the methods of work of the Committee: implementation of Economic and Social Council 
resolution 1996/31, including the process of accreditation of representatives of non-governmental 
organizations, and Council decision 1995/304: 

(a) Process of accreditation of representatives of non-governmental organizations; 

(b) Consideration of issues on the agenda of the informal working group; 

(c) Other related matters. 

7. Consideration of special reports. 

8. General voluntary trust fund in support of the United Nations Non-Governmental Organizations Informal 
Regional Network. 

9. Provisional agenda and documentation for the 2014 session of the Committee. 

10. Adoption of the report of the Committee on its 2013 session. 
 

2012/227. Report of the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations on its resumed session of 2012 

 At its 41st plenary meeting, on 23 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council took note of the report of the 
Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations on its resumed session of 2012.24 
 

2012/228. Report of the Commission on Science and Technology for Development on its fifteenth session and 
provisional agenda and documentation for its sixteenth session 

 At its 43rd plenary meeting, on 24 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council: 

 (a) Took note of the report of the Commission on Science and Technology for Development on its fifteenth 
session;25 

_______________ 
24 E/2012/32 (Part II). 
25 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 2012, Supplement No. 11 and corrigendum (E/2012/31 and Corr.1). 
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 (b) Approved the provisional agenda and documentation for the sixteenth session of the Commission as set 
out below: 
 

PROVISIONAL AGENDA AND DOCUMENTATION FOR THE SIXTEENTH SESSION  
OF THE COMMISSION ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY FOR DEVELOPMENT 

1. Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters. 

2. Progress made in the implementation of and follow-up to the outcomes of the World Summit on the 
Information Society at the regional and international levels. 

Documentation 

Report of the Secretary-General 

3. Science and technology for development 

Priority themes: 

(a) Science, technology and innovation for sustainable cities and peri-urban communities; 

Documentation 

Report of the Secretary-General 

(b) Internet broadband for an inclusive digital society. 

Documentation 

Report of the Secretary-General 

4. Presentation of reports on science, technology and innovation policy reviews. 

5. Election of the Chair and other officers for the seventeenth session of the Commission. 

6. Provisional agenda and documentation for the seventeenth session of the Commission. 

7. Adoption of the report of the Commission on its sixteenth session. 
 

2012/229. Documentation considered by the Economic and Social Council in connection with the item  
on regional cooperation 

 At its 44th plenary meeting, on 25 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council took note of the following 
documents: 

 (a) Report of the Secretary-General on regional cooperation in the economic, social and related fields;26 

 (b) Economic situation in the Economic Commission for Europe region: Europe, North America and the 
Commonwealth of Independent States in 2011–2012;27 

 (c) Overview of economic and social conditions in Africa, 2012;28 

 (d) Summary of the Economic and Social Survey of Asia and the Pacific, 2012;29 

 (e) Latin America and the Caribbean: economic situation and outlook, 2011–2012;30 

 (f) Summary of the Survey of Economic and Social Developments in the Economic and Social 
Commission for Western Asia Region, 2011–2012.31 

_______________ 
26 E/2012/15 and Add.1 and 2. 
27 E/2012/16. 
28 E/2012/17. 
29 E/2012/18. 
30 E/2012/19. 
31 E/2012/20. 
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2012/230. Report of the Statistical Commission on its forty-third session and venue and dates of and 
provisional agenda and documentation for its forty-fourth session 

 At its 45th plenary meeting, on 25 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council: 

 (a) Took note of the report of the Statistical Commission on its forty-third session;32 

 (b) Decided that the forty-fourth session of the Commission would be held in New York from 26 February 
to 1 March 2013; 

 (c) Approved the provisional agenda and documentation for the forty-fourth session of the Commission as 
set out below: 
 

PROVISIONAL AGENDA AND DOCUMENTATION FOR THE FORTY-FOURTH SESSION  
OF THE STATISTICAL COMMISSION 

1. Election of officers. 

2. Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters. 

Documentation 

Provisional agenda and annotations 

Note by the Secretariat on the organization of the work of the session 

3. Programme review: topic to be determined. 

Documentation 

Report of the programme reviewer 

4. Demographic and social statistics: 

(a) Population and housing censuses; 

Documentation 

Report of the Secretary-General 

(b) Human settlements statistics; 

Documentation 

Report of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme 

(c) Health statistics; 

Documentation 

Report of the Intersecretariat Working Group on Health Statistics 

(d) Education statistics; 

Documentation 

Report of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 

(e) Employment statistics; 

Documentation 

Report of the International Labour Organization 

_______________ 
32 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 2012, Supplement No. 4 (E/2012/24). 
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(f) Gender statistics; 

Documentation 

Report of the Secretary-General 

(g) Culture statistics; 

Documentation 

Report of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 

(h) Crime statistics. 

Documentation 

Joint report of the National Institute of Statistics and Geography of Mexico and the United Nations 
Office on Drugs and Crime 

5. Economic statistics: 

(a) National accounts; 

Documentation 

Report of the Intersecretariat Working Group on National Accounts 

(b) Agricultural statistics; 

Documentation 

Report of the Inter-Agency and Expert Group on Agricultural and Rural Statistics 

Report of the Global Steering Committee 

(c) Industrial statistics; 

Documentation 

Report of the Secretary-General 

(d) Wiesbaden Group on Business Registers; 

Documentation 

Report of the Wiesbaden Group on Business Registers 

(e) Energy statistics; 

Documentation 

Report of the Secretary-General 

Report of the Oslo Group on Energy Statistics 

(f) Service statistics; 

Documentation 

Report of the Voorburg Group on Service Statistics 

(g) Tourism statistics; 

Documentation 

Report of the World Tourism Organization 

(h) International Comparison Programme; 

Documentation 

Report of the World Bank 
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(i) Price statistics; 

Documentation 

Report of the Intersecretariat Working Group on Price Statistics 

(j) Statistics of science and technology; 

Documentation 

Report of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 

(k) Delhi Group on Informal Sector Statistics; 

Documentation 

Report of the Delhi Group on Informal Sector Statistics 

(l) Integrated economic statistics. 

Documentation 

Report of the Friends of the Chair on integrated economic statistics 

6. Natural resources and environment statistics: 

(a) Environment statistics; 

Documentation 

Report of the Secretary-General 

(b) Environmental-economic accounting; 

Documentation 

Report of the Committee of Experts on Environmental-Economic Accounting 

(c) Statistics for economies based on natural resources. 

Documentation 

Report of the Ulaanbaatar Group on Statistics for Economies Based on Natural Resources 

7. Activities not classified by field: 

(a) Coordination and integration of statistical programmes; 

Documentation 

Report of the Secretary-General on the work of the Committee for the Coordination of Statistical 
Activities 

(b) Implementation of the Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics; 

Documentation 

Report of the Friends of the Chair on the implementation of the Fundamental Principles of Official 
Statistics 

(c) Common open standards for the exchange and sharing of data and metadata; 

Documentation 

Report of the Task Force to Establish Standards on Data and Metadata Exchange 

(d) Statistical capacity-building; 

Documentation 

Report of the Partnership in Statistics for Development in the Twenty-first Century 

Report of the Secretary-General 
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(e) Development indicators; 

Documentation 

Report of the Secretary-General 

(f) Follow-up to Economic and Social Council policy decisions; 

Documentation 

Report of the Secretary-General 

(g) Working methods of the Statistical Commission; 

Documentation 

Report of the Secretary-General 

(h) Regional statistical development; 

Documentation 

Report of the Economic Commission for Africa 

(i) National quality assurance frameworks; 

Documentation 

Report of the Secretary-General 

(j) Coordination of statistical activities in the United Nations. 

Documentation 

Report of the Friends of the Chair on the coordination of statistical activities in the United Nations 
system 

8. Programme questions (United Nations Statistics Division). 

9. Dates of and provisional agenda for the forty-fifth session of the Commission. 

Documentation 

Note by the Secretariat containing the draft provisional agenda for the forty-fifth session of the Commission 

Note by the Secretary-General on the draft multi-year programme of work of the Commission 

10. Report of the Commission on its forty-fourth session. 
 

2012/231. Report of the Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum of the United Nations 
Environment Programme at its twelfth special session 

 At its 45th plenary meeting, on 25 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council took note of the report of the 
Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum of the United Nations Environment Programme on the 
work of its twelfth special session.33 
 

2012/232. Special session of the General Assembly on follow-up to the International Conference on 
Population and Development beyond 2014 

 At its 45th plenary meeting, on 25 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council, recalling General Assembly 
resolution 65/234 of 22 December 2010 on the follow-up to the International Conference on Population and 
Development beyond 2014, in which the Assembly emphasized the need for Governments to recommit themselves 

_______________ 
33 Official Records of the General Assembly, Sixty-seventh Session, Supplement No. 25 (A/67/25). 
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at the highest political level to achieving the goals and objectives of the Programme of Action of the Conference,34 
and noting the contribution of the Programme of Action to the implementation of the internationally agreed 
development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals, recommended to the Assembly that the special 
session to be held during the sixty-ninth session of the Assembly to carry out an assessment of the status of 
implementation of the Programme of Action should take place immediately preceding the general debate of the 
sixty-ninth session. 
 

2012/233. Timing of the consideration of the report on world demographic trends 

 At its 45th plenary meeting, on 25 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council, recalling paragraph 9 of its 
resolution 1996/2 of 17 July 1996 and in order to ensure that the biennial report of the Secretary-General on world 
demographic trends is aligned with the most recent demographic estimates and projections, decided to change the 
timing of the consideration of the report by the Commission on Population and Development to even-numbered 
years and, accordingly, decided that the Commission would next consider the report on world demographic trends at 
its forty-seventh session, in 2014. 
 

2012/234. Report of the Commission on Population and Development on its forty-fifth session and 
provisional agenda and documentation for its forty-sixth session 

 At its 45th plenary meeting, on 25 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council: 

 (a) Took note of the report of the Commission on Population and Development on its forty-fifth session;35 

 (b) Approved the provisional agenda and documentation for the forty-sixth session of the Commission as 
set out below: 
 

PROVISIONAL AGENDA AND DOCUMENTATION FOR THE FORTY-SIXTH SESSION  
OF THE COMMISSION ON POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT 

1. Election of officers. 

2. Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters. 

Documentation 

Provisional agenda for the forty-sixth session of the Commission 

Note by the Secretariat on the organization of the work of the session 

Report of the Bureau of the Commission on Population and Development on its intersessional meetings 

3. Actions in follow-up to the recommendations of the International Conference on Population and Development. 

Documentation 

Report of the Secretary-General on the theme “New trends in migration: demographic aspects” 

Report of the Secretary-General on the monitoring of population programmes, focusing on the theme “New 
trends in migration: demographic aspects” 

Report of the Secretary-General on the flow of financial resources for assisting in the implementation of the 
Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and Development 

4. General debate on national experience in population matters: “New trends in migration: demographic aspects”. 

5. General debate on the contribution of population and development issues to the theme of the annual 
ministerial review in 2013. 

_______________ 
34 Report of the International Conference on Population and Development, Cairo, 5–13 September 1994 (United Nations publication, 
Sales No. E.95.XIII.18), chap. I, resolution 1, annex. 
35 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 2012, Supplement No. 5 (E/2012/25). 
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6. Programme implementation and future programme of work of the Secretariat in the field of population. 

Documentation 

Report of the Secretary-General on programme implementation and progress of work in the field of 
population in 2012 

7. Provisional agenda for the forty-seventh session of the Commission. 

Documentation 

Note by the Secretariat containing the provisional agenda for the forty-seventh session of the Commission 

8. Adoption of the report of the Commission on its forty-sixth session. 
 

2012/235. Report of the Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management on its first 
session and venue and dates of and provisional agenda and documentation for its second session 

 At its 45th plenary meeting, on 25 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council: 

 (a) Took note of the report of the Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management on 
its first session;36 

 (b) Decided that the second session of the Committee would be held in New York from 13 to 15 August 2012; 

 (c) Approved the provisional agenda and documentation for the second session of the Committee as set 
out below: 
 

PROVISIONAL AGENDA AND DOCUMENTATION FOR THE SECOND SESSION OF THE  
COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS ON GLOBAL GEOSPATIAL INFORMATION MANAGEMENT 

1. Election of officers. 

2. Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters. 

Documentation 

Provisional agenda and annotations 

Note by the Secretariat on the organization of the work of the session 

Rules of procedure 

3. Strategic considerations of technological and substantive advances in geospatial and interrelated information 
infrastructure. 

Documentation 

Report of the Secretary-General on the work of the visioning group on technological and substantive advances 
in geospatial and interrelated information infrastructure 

4. Contribution of the Committee to the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development and 
implications of the outcomes of the Conference. 

Documentation 

Report of the Working Group on the contribution of the Committee to the United Nations Conference on 
Sustainable Development 

Report of the Secretary-General on the implications of the outcomes of the United Nations Conference on 
Sustainable Development 

_______________ 
36 Ibid., 2011, Supplement No. 26 (E/2011/46). 
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5. Inventory of issues to be addressed by the Committee at future sessions. 

Documentation 

Report of the Working Group on an inventory of the issues to be addressed by the Committee at future 
sessions 

6. Special reports on thematic and regional activities. 

Documentation 

Report by regional entities and thematic groups 

7. Provisional agenda and dates for the third session of the Committee. 

Documentation 

Note by the Secretariat containing the draft provisional agenda for the third session of the Committee 

8. Report of the Committee on its second session. 
 

2012/236. Report of the Commission for Social Development on its fiftieth session and provisional agenda 
and documentation for its fifty-first session 

 At its 46th plenary meeting, on 26 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council: 

 (a) Took note of the report of the Commission for Social Development on its fiftieth session;37 

 (b) Approved the provisional agenda and documentation for the fifty-first session of the Commission as set 
out below: 
 

PROVISIONAL AGENDA AND DOCUMENTATION FOR THE FIFTY-FIRST SESSION  
OF THE COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 

1. Election of officers. 

2. Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters. 

Documentation 

Report of the Secretary-General on ways and means to strengthen the work of the Commission for Social 
Development 

3. Follow-up to the World Summit for Social Development and the twenty-fourth special session of the General 
Assembly: 

Documentation 

Report of the Secretary-General on the social dimensions of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development 

(a) Priority theme: Promoting empowerment of people in achieving poverty eradication, social integration 
and full employment and decent work for all; 

Documentation 

Report of the Secretary-General on promoting empowerment of people in achieving poverty eradication, 
social integration and full employment and decent work for all 

(b) Review of relevant United Nations plans and programmes of action pertaining to the situation of social 
groups: 

(i) World Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons; 

(ii) Standard Rules on Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities; 

_______________ 
37 Ibid., 2012, Supplement No. 6 and corrigendum (E/2012/26 and Corr.1). 



Decisions 

 
137 

 

(iii) World Programme of Action for Youth; 

(iv) Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing, 2002; 

(v) Family issues, policies and programmes; 

Documentation 

Report of the Secretary-General on the preparations for the observance of the twentieth anniversary of 
the International Year of the Family at all levels 

Report of the Secretary-General on the modalities for the second review and appraisal of the Madrid 
International Plan of Action on Ageing, 2002 

Report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of the World Programme of Action for Youth 

Report of the Secretary-General on mainstreaming disability in the development agenda 

Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report of the Special Rapporteur on disability of the 
Commission for Social Development 

(c) Emerging issues [to be determined]. 

Documentation 

Note by the Secretary-General 

4. Programme questions and other matters: 

(a) Proposed programme of work for the biennium 2014–2015; 

(b) United Nations Research Institute for Social Development. 

Documentation 

Note by the Secretary-General on the nomination of members of the Board of the United Nations 
Research Institute for Social Development 

Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report of the Board of the United Nations Research 
Institute for Social Development 

Note by the Secretariat on the draft programme of work of the Division for Social Policy and 
Development for the biennium 2014–2015 

5. Provisional agenda for the fifty-second session of the Commission. 

6. Adoption of the report of the Commission on its fifty-first session. 
 

2012/237. Report of the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice on its reconvened twentieth 
session 

 At its 46th plenary meeting, on 26 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council took note of the report of the 
Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice on its reconvened twentieth session.38 
 

2012/238. Report of the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice on its twenty-first session 
and provisional agenda and documentation for its twenty-second session 

 At its 46th plenary meeting, on 26 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council: 

 (a) Took note of the report of the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice on its twenty-first 
session;39 

_______________ 
38 Ibid., 2011, Supplement No. 10A (E/2011/30/Add.1). 
39 Ibid., 2012, Supplement No. 10 and corrigenda (E/2012/30 and Corr.1 and 2). 
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 (b) Recalled its decision 2010/243 of 22 July 2010, in which it decided that the prominent theme for the 
twenty-second session of the Commission would be “The challenge posed by emerging forms of crime that have a 
significant impact on the environment and ways to deal with it effectively”; 

 (c) Also recalled its decision 2011/257 of 28 July 2011 and took note of Commission decision 21/1 of 
27 April 2012, entitled “Organization of work for the future sessions of the Commission on Crime Prevention and 
Criminal Justice”; 

 (d) Approved the provisional agenda and documentation for the twenty-second session of the Commission 
as set out below: 
 

PROVISIONAL AGENDA AND DOCUMENTATION FOR THE TWENTY-SECOND SESSION  
OF THE COMMISSION ON CRIME PREVENTION AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

1. Election of officers. 

2. Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters. 

Documentation 

Provisional agenda and annotations 

3. Strategic management, budgetary and administrative questions: 

(a) Work of the standing open-ended intergovernmental working group on improving the governance and 
financial situation of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime; 

(b) Directives on policy and budgetary issues for the United Nations crime prevention and criminal justice 
programme. 

Documentation 

Report of the Executive Director on the activities of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

Other notes by the Secretariat and reports of the Secretary-General or Executive Director in accordance 
with mandates 

4. Thematic discussion on the theme “The challenge posed by emerging forms of crime that have a significant 
impact on the environment and ways to deal with it effectively”. 

Documentation 

Note by the Secretariat 

5. Integration and coordination of efforts by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime and by Member 
States in the field of crime prevention and criminal justice: 

(a) Ratification and implementation of the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized 
Crime and the Protocols thereto; 

(b) Ratification and implementation of the United Nations Convention against Corruption; 

(c) Ratification and implementation of the international instruments to prevent and combat terrorism; 

(d) Other crime prevention and criminal justice matters; 

(e) Other activities in support of the work of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, in particular 
activities of the United Nations crime prevention and criminal justice programme network, 
non-governmental organizations and other bodies. 

Documentation 

Report of the Secretary-General on international cooperation in combating transnational organized crime 
and corruption 

Report of the Secretary-General on assistance in implementing the universal conventions and protocols 
related to terrorism 
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Report of the Secretary-General on the activities of the institutes of the United Nations crime prevention 
and criminal justice programme network 

Other notes by the Secretariat and reports of the Secretary-General or Executive Director in accordance 
with mandates 

6. Use and application of United Nations standards and norms in crime prevention and criminal justice. 

Documentation 

Report of the Secretary-General on United Nations standards and norms in crime prevention and criminal 
justice 

Other notes by the Secretariat and reports of the Secretary-General or Executive Director in accordance with 
mandates 

7. World crime trends and emerging issues and responses in the field of crime prevention and criminal justice. 

Documentation 

Report of the Executive Director on the activities of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

Other notes by the Secretariat and reports of the Secretary-General or Executive Director in accordance with 
mandates 

8. Follow-up to the Twelfth United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice and 
preparations for the Thirteenth United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice. 

Documentation 

Report of the Secretary-General 

9. Provisional agenda for the twenty-third session of the Commission. 

10. Other business. 

11. Adoption of the report of the Commission on its twenty-second session. 

 

2012/239. Appointment of members of the Board of Trustees of the United Nations Interregional Crime and 
Justice Research Institute 

 At its 46th plenary meeting, on 26 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council endorsed the appointment of 
Taous FEROUKHI (Algeria) and Jayantilal KARIA (Uganda) by the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal 
Justice, at its twenty-first session, to the Board of Trustees of the United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice 
Research Institute. 
 

2012/240. Report of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs on its reconvened fifty-fourth session 

 At its 46th plenary meeting, on 26 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council took note of the report of the 
Commission on Narcotic Drugs on its reconvened fifty-fourth session.40 
 

2012/241. Report of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs on its fifty-fifth session and provisional agenda for 
its fifty-sixth session 

 At its 46th plenary meeting, on 26 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council: 

 (a) Took note of the report of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs on its fifty-fifth session;41 

_______________ 
40 Ibid., 2011, Supplement No. 8A (E/2011/28/Add.1). 
41 Ibid., 2012, Supplement No. 8 (E/2012/28). 
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 (b) Approved the provisional agenda for the fifty-sixth session of the Commission as set out below: 
 

PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR THE FIFTY-SIXTH SESSION  
OF THE COMMISSION ON NARCOTIC DRUGS 

1. Election of officers. 

2. Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters. 
 

Operational segment 

3. Policy directives to the drug programme of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime and strengthening 
the drug programme and the role of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs as its governing body, including 
administrative, budgetary and strategic management questions: 

(a) Work of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime and policy directives; 

(b) Role of the Commission as the governing body of the drug programme of the United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime: 

(i) Strengthening the drug programme of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime; 

(ii) Administrative, budgetary and strategic management questions. 
 

Normative segment 

4. Implementation of the international drug control treaties: 

(a) Changes in the scope of control of substances; 

(b) International Narcotics Control Board; 

(c) International cooperation to ensure the availability of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances for 
medical and scientific purposes while preventing their diversion; 

(d) Other matters arising from the international drug control treaties. 

5. Round-table discussions on progress made in the implementation by Member States of the Political 
Declaration and Plan of Action on International Cooperation towards an Integrated and Balanced Strategy to 
Counter the World Drug Problem: 

(a) Demand reduction and related measures; 

(b) Supply reduction and related measures; 

(c) Countering money-laundering and promoting judicial cooperation to enhance international cooperation. 

6. Implementation of the Political Declaration and Plan of Action on International Cooperation towards an 
Integrated and Balanced Strategy to Counter the World Drug Problem: 

(a) Demand reduction and related measures; 

(b) Supply reduction and related measures; 

(c) Countering money-laundering and promoting judicial cooperation to enhance international cooperation. 

7. World situation with regard to drug trafficking and recommendations of the subsidiary bodies of the 
Commission. 

8. Preparations for the high-level review of the implementation by Member States of the Political Declaration 
and Plan of Action on International Cooperation towards an Integrated and Balanced Strategy to Counter the 
World Drug Problem. 

9. Provisional agenda for the fifty-seventh session of the Commission. 

10. Other business. 

11. Adoption of the report of the Commission on its fifty-sixth session. 



Decisions 

 
141 

 

2012/242. Report of the International Narcotics Control Board for 2011 

 At its 46th plenary meeting, on 26 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council took note of the report of the 
International Narcotics Control Board for 2011.42 

 

2012/243. International expert group meeting on the theme “Indigenous youth: identity, challenges and 
hope: articles 14, 17, 21 and 25 of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples” 

 At its 46th plenary meeting, on 26 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council authorized a three-day 
international expert group meeting on the theme “Indigenous youth: identity, challenges and hope: articles 14, 17, 
21 and 25 of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples”. 

 

2012/244. Venue and dates of the twelfth session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 

 At its 46th plenary meeting, on 26 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council decided that the twelfth 
session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues would be held at United Nations Headquarters from 20 to 
31 May 2013. 

 

2012/245. Report of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues on its eleventh session and provisional 
agenda for its twelfth session 

 At its 46th plenary meeting, on 26 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council: 

 (a) Took note of the report of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues on its eleventh session;43 

 (b) Approved the provisional agenda for the twelfth session of the Permanent Forum as set out below: 
 

PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR THE TWELFTH SESSION OF THE  
PERMANENT FORUM ON INDIGENOUS ISSUES 

1. Election of officers. 

2. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work. 

3. Follow-up on the recommendations of the Permanent Forum: 

(a) Health; 

(b) Education; 

(c) Culture. 

4. Half-day discussion on the African region. 

5. Comprehensive dialogue with United Nations agencies and funds. 

6. Discussion on the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples. 

7. Human rights: 

(a) Implementation of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples; 

(b) Dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples and the Chair of the Expert 
Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

8. Future work of the Permanent Forum, including issues of the Economic and Social Council and emerging 
issues. 

9. Provisional agenda for the thirteenth session of the Permanent Forum. 

10. Adoption of the report of the Permanent Forum on its twelfth session. 

_______________ 
42 International Narcotics Control Board, document E/INCB/2011/1. 
43 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 2012, Supplement No. 23 (E/2012/43). 
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2012/246. Report of the Secretary-General on assistance to the Palestinian people 

 At its 47th plenary meeting, on 26 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council took note of the report of the 
Secretary-General on assistance to the Palestinian people.44 
 

2012/247. Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report prepared by the Economic and Social 
Commission for Western Asia on economic and social repercussions of the Israeli occupation 
on the living conditions of the Palestinian people in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, 
including East Jerusalem, and of the Arab population in the occupied Syrian Golan 

 At its 47th plenary meeting, on 26 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council took note of the note by the 
Secretary-General transmitting the report prepared by the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia on 
the economic and social repercussions of the Israeli occupation on the living conditions of the Palestinian people in 
the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and of the Arab population in the occupied Syrian 
Golan.45 
 

2012/248. Ending female genital mutilation 

 At its 48th plenary meeting, on 27 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council recommended to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft decision: 

 The General Assembly, recalling its resolutions 56/128 of 19 December 2001, 58/156 of 22 December 
2003 and 60/141 of 16 December 2005, Commission on the Status of Women resolutions 51/2 of 9 March 
2007,46 52/2 of 7 March 200847 and 54/7 of 12 March 2010,48 as well as agreed conclusions of the 
Commission, and all other relevant resolutions, and taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on 
ending female genital mutilation49 and the recommendations contained therein, decides to consider the issue 
of ending female genital mutilation at its sixty-seventh session under the agenda item entitled “Advancement 
of women”. 

 

2012/249. Report of the Commission on the Status of Women on its fifty-sixth session and provisional 
agenda and documentation for its fifty-seventh session 

 At its 48th plenary meeting, on 27 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council: 

(a) Took note of the report of the Commission on the Status of Women on its fifty-sixth session;50 

(b) Approved the provisional agenda and documentation for the fifty-seventh session of the Commission as 
set out below: 
 

PROVISIONAL AGENDA AND DOCUMENTATION FOR THE FIFTY-SEVENTH SESSION  
OF THE COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN 

1. Election of officers. 

2. Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters. 

Documentation 

Annotated provisional agenda and proposed organization of work 

_______________ 
44 A/67/84-E/2012/68. 
45 A/67/91-E/2012/13. 
46 See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 2007, Supplement No. 7 (E/2007/27), chap. I, sect. D. 
47 Ibid., 2008, Supplement No. 7 (E/2008/27), chap. I, sect. D. 
48 Ibid., 2010, Supplement No. 7 and corrigendum (E/2010/27 and Corr.1), chap. I, sect. D. 
49 E/CN.6/2012/8. 
50 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 2012, Supplement No. 7 and corrigendum (E/2012/27 and Corr.1).  
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3. Follow-up to the Fourth World Conference on Women and to the special session of the General Assembly 
entitled “Women 2000: gender equality, development and peace for the twenty-first century”: 

(a) Implementation of strategic objectives and action in critical areas of concern and further actions and 
initiatives: 

(i) Priority theme: Elimination and prevention of all forms of violence against women and girls; 

(ii) Review theme: The equal sharing of responsibilities between women and men, including 
caregiving in the context of HIV/AIDS; 

Documentation 

Report of the Secretary-General on the elimination and prevention of all forms of violence against 
women and girls 

Report of the Executive Director of the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the 
Empowerment of Women 

Note by the Secretariat containing a discussion guide for the high-level round table on the elimination 
and prevention of all forms of violence against women and girls 

Report of the Secretary-General on proposals for priority themes for future sessions of the Commission 
on the Status of Women (Economic and Social Council resolution 2009/15, para. 3) 

(b) Emerging issues, trends and new approaches to issues affecting the situation of women or equality 
between women and men; 

(c) Gender mainstreaming, situations and programmatic matters. 

Documentation 

Report of the Secretary-General on progress in mainstreaming a gender perspective in the development, 
implementation and evaluation of national policies and programmes, with a particular focus on the 
priority theme 

Report of the Secretary-General on the situation of and assistance to Palestinian women 

Report of the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women on the 
activities of the United Nations Trust Fund in Support of Actions to Eliminate Violence against Women 

Note by the Secretariat transmitting the outcome of the fifty-second and fifty-third sessions of the 
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women 

4. Communications concerning the status of women. 

Documentation 

Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the list of confidential communications concerning the status of 
women and responses thereto 

5. Follow-up to Economic and Social Council resolutions and decisions. 

Documentation 

Letter from the President of the Economic and Social Council to the Chair of the Commission on the Status of 
Women 

6. Provisional agenda for the fifty-eighth session of the Commission. 

7. Adoption of the report of the Commission on its fifty-seventh session. 
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2012/250. African countries emerging from conflict 

 At its 48th plenary meeting, on 27 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council: 

 (a) Took note of the report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of integrated, coherent and 
coordinated support to South Sudan by the United Nations system51 and requested that another report on the subject 
be submitted for consideration by the Council at its substantive session of 2013; 

 (b) Invited the Chair of the Peacebuilding Commission to continue to inform the Council of the economic 
and social challenges of peacebuilding in the African countries on the agenda of the Commission. 
 

2012/251. Documentation considered by the Economic and Social Council in connection with the reports of 
coordination bodies 

 At its 48th plenary meeting, on 27 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council took note of the following 
documents: 

 (a) Report of the Committee for Programme and Coordination on its fifty-second session;52 

 (b) Annual overview report of the United Nations System Chief Executives Board for Coordination for 
2011/12.53 
 

2012/252. Venue and dates of and provisional agenda for the twelfth session of the Committee of 
Experts on Public Administration 

 At its 48th plenary meeting, on 27 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council: 

 (a) Decided that the twelfth session of the Committee of Experts on Public Administration would be held at 
United Nations Headquarters from 15 to 19 April 2013; 

 (b) Approved the provisional agenda for the twelfth session of the Committee as set out below: 
 

PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR THE TWELFTH SESSION OF THE  
COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS ON PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 

1. Election of officers. 

2. Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters. 

3. The role of responsive and accountable public governance in achieving the Millennium Development Goals 
and the post-2015 development agenda: 

(a) Making public governance work for the post-2015 development agenda; 

(b) Accountability of stakeholders in public governance for development; 

(c) Creating an enabling environment for the post-2015 development agenda. 

4. Review of the United Nations Programme in Public Administration and Finance. 

5. Agenda for the thirteenth session of the Committee. 
 

2012/253. Documentation considered by the Economic and Social Council in connection with the item 
on social and human rights questions 

 At its 48th plenary meeting, on 27 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council took note of the following 
documents: 

 (a) Report of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights on its forty-fourth and forty-fifth 
sessions;54 

_______________ 
51 E/2012/76. 
52 Official Records of the General Assembly, Sixty-seventh Session, Supplement No. 16 (A/67/16). 
53 E/2012/67. 
54 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 2011, Supplement No. 2 (E/2011/22). 
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 (b) Note by the Secretariat transmitting the results of the forty-ninth and fiftieth sessions of the Committee 
on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women;55 

 (c) Report of the Board of Trustees on major activities of the United Nations Interregional Crime and 
Justice Research Institute;56 

 (d) Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights;57 

 (e) Report of the Committee on the Rights of the Child.58 
 

2012/254. Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report on the main decisions and policy 
recommendations of the Committee on World Food Security 

 At its 49th plenary meeting, on 27 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council took note of the note by the 
Secretary-General transmitting the report on the main decisions and policy recommendations of the Committee on 
World Food Security.59 
 

2012/255. Venue and dates of and provisional agenda for the eighth session of the Committee of Experts on 
International Cooperation in Tax Matters 

 At its 49th plenary meeting, on 27 July 2012, the Economic and Social Council: 

 (a) Decided that the eighth session of the Committee of Experts on International Cooperation in Tax Matters 
would be held in Geneva from 15 to 19 October 2012; 

 (b) Approved the provisional agenda for the eighth session of the Committee as set out below: 
 

PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR THE EIGHTH SESSION OF THE COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS  
ON INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION IN TAX MATTERS 

1. Opening of the session by the Chair of the Committee. 

2. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work. 

3. Discussion of substantive issues related to international cooperation in tax matters: 

(a) United Nations Model Tax Convention update (status of the 2011 agreed update, publication, etc.); 

(b) Transfer pricing: practical manual for developing countries; 

(c) Tax treatment of services; 

(d) Revision of the Manual for the Negotiation of Bilateral Tax Treaties between Developed and 
Developing Countries; 

(e) Article 13: capital gains; 

(f) The United Nations Model Convention and climate change mechanisms; 

(g) Exchange of information; 

(h) Dispute resolution: proposed mutual agreement procedure guide; 

(i) Capacity-building; 

(j) Taxation and use of mobile technology; 

_______________ 
55 E/2012/4. 
56 E/2012/69. 
57 E/2012/51 and Corr.1. 
58 Official Records of the General Assembly, Sixty-seventh Session, Supplement No. 41 (A/67/41). 
59 A/67/86-E/2012/71. 
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(k) Taxation of development projects update; 

(l) Classification of hybrid entities; 

(m) Article 5: the meaning of “connected projects”; 

(n) Permanent establishment issues in international value added tax cases; 

(o) Article 8: transportation issues; 

(p) Foreign direct investment issues and corporate taxation. 

4. Dates and agenda for the ninth session of the Committee. 

5. Adoption of the report of the Committee on its eighth session. 
 

2012/256. Documentation considered by the Economic and Social Council in connection with the 
operational activities segment of its substantive session of 2012 

 At its 52nd plenary meeting, on 26 November 2012, the Economic and Social Council took note of the 
following documents: 

 (a) Report of the High-level Committee on South-South Cooperation at its seventeenth session;60 

 (b) Report of the Secretary-General on the quadrennial comprehensive policy review of operational 
activities for development of the United Nations system;61 

 (c) Report of the Secretary-General on the analysis of funding of operational activities for development of 
the United Nations system for 2010.62 
 

2012/257. Additional documentation considered by the Economic and Social Council in connection with the 
item on regional cooperation 

 At its 52nd plenary meeting, on 26 November 2012, the Economic and Social Council took note of the 
addendum to the report of the Secretary-General on regional cooperation in the economic, social and related fields 
submitted by the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean at its thirty-fourth session.63 
 

2012/258. Documentation considered by the Economic and Social Council in connection with the item on 
science and technology for development 

 At its 52nd plenary meeting, on 26 November 2012, the Economic and Social Council took note of the 
addendum to the report of the Secretary-General on progress made in the implementation of and follow-up to the 
outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society at the regional and international levels.64 
 

2012/259. Report of the Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management on its 
second session and venue and dates of and provisional agenda and documentation for its third 
session 

 At its 52nd plenary meeting, on 26 November 2012, the Economic and Social Council: 

 (a) Took note of the report of the Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management on 
its second session;65 

_______________ 
60 Official Records of the General Assembly, Sixty-seventh Session, Supplement No. 39 (A/67/39). 
61 A/67/93-E/2012/79. 
62 A/67/94-E/2012/80. 
63 E/2012/15/Add.3. 
64 A/67/66/Add.1-E/2012/49/Add.1. 
65 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 2012, Supplement No. 26 and corrigendum (E/2012/46 and Corr.1). 
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 (b) Decided that the third session of the Committee would be held in Cambridge, United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, from 24 to 26 July 2013; 

 (c) Approved the provisional agenda and documentation for the third session of the Committee as set out 
below: 
 

PROVISIONAL AGENDA AND DOCUMENTATION FOR THE THIRD SESSION OF THE  
COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS ON GLOBAL GEOSPATIAL INFORMATION MANAGEMENT 

1. Election of officers. 

2. Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters. 

3. Trends in national institutional arrangements in geospatial information management. 

Discussion 

Ministers will be invited to speak. 

4. Critical issues related to crowd-sourcing and volunteered information. 

Discussion 

5. Critical issues relating to the integration of land and marine geospatial information. 

Discussion 

Joint paper with relevant international organizations. 

6. Global geodetic reference frame. 

Discussion 

Joint paper with the Permanent Committee on GIS Infrastructure for Asia and the Pacific and the International 
Association of Geodesy. 

7. Developing a global map for sustainable development. 

Documentation 

Report of the Steering Committee. 

8. Future trends in geospatial information management – for information. 

9. Developing a shared statement of principles on the management of geospatial information. 

Discussion 

10. Activities related to the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development – for information. 

11. Developing a knowledge base for geospatial information – for information. 

12. Status of mapping of the world – for information. 

13. Report by regional entities and thematic groups – for information. 

14. Provisional agenda and dates for the fourth session of the Committee of Experts. 

15. Report of the Committee of Experts on its third session. 
 

2012/260. Report of the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names on its twenty-seventh 
session and provisional agenda for its twenty-eighth session 

 At its 52nd plenary meeting, on 26 November 2012, the Economic and Social Council: 

 (a) Took note of the report of the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names on its twenty-
seventh session;66 

_______________ 
66 E/2012/90. 
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 (b) Decided that the twenty-eighth session of the Group of Experts would be held in the first half of 2014, 
preferably in Bangkok, and approved the provisional agenda for the session as set out below: 
 

PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR THE TWENTY-EIGHTH SESSION OF THE  
UNITED NATIONS GROUP OF EXPERTS ON GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES 

1. Adoption of the agenda and of the provisional programme of work. 

2. Report of the Chair. 

3. Report of the secretariat of the Group of Experts. 

4. Reports of the divisions. 

5. Report of the liaison officers and international organizations. 

6. Activities relating to the Task Team for Africa. 

7. Implementation of resolutions and activities relating to the Working Group on Evaluation and Implementation. 

8. Activities relating to the Working Group on Training Courses in Toponymy. 

9. Activities relating to the Working Group on Toponymic Data Files and Gazetteers. 

10. Activities relating to the Working Group on Toponymic Terminology. 

11. Activities relating to the Working Group on Romanization Systems. 

12. Activities relating to the Working Group on Country Names. 

13. Activities relating to the Working Group on Publicity and Funding. 

14. Activities relating to the Working Group on Exonyms. 

15. Activities relating to the Working Group on Pronunciation. 

16. Activities relating to the Working Group on Geographical Names as Cultural Heritage. 

17. Toponymic guidelines for map and other editors for international use. 

18. Other toponymic issues. 

19. Preparation for the Eleventh United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names. 

20. Provisional agenda for the twenty-ninth session of the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical 
Names. 

21. Adoption of the report. 
 

2012/261. Venue and dates of the Tenth United Nations Regional Cartographic Conference  
for the Americas 

 At its 52nd plenary meeting, on 26 November 2012, the Economic and Social Council, recalling its decision 
2010/241 of 21 July 2010, in which it took note of, inter alia, the report of the Ninth United Nations Regional 
Cartographic Conference for the Americas,67 decided to hold the Tenth United Nations Regional Cartographic 
Conference for the Americas in New York from 19 to 23 August 2013. 
 

2012/262. Report of the Tenth United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names 

 At its 53rd plenary meeting, on 20 December 2012, the Economic and Social Council took note of the report 
of the Tenth United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names.68 

_______________ 
67 E/CONF.99/3. 
68 E/CONF.101/144. 
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2012/263. Theme for the thematic discussion of the substantive session of 2013 of the Economic and Social 
Council 

 At its 54th plenary meeting, on 28 January 2013, the Economic and Social Council decided that the theme for 
the thematic discussion of the high-level segment of its substantive session of 2013 would be “The contribution of 
the Economic and Social Council to the elaboration of the post-2015 development agenda as a principal body for 
policy review, policy dialogue and recommendations on issues of economic and social development and for the 
follow-up to the Millennium Development Goals”. 

 


