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1. The General Agsembly, at 1tg§ forty-seventh plsnary mesting on

g Novembsr 1946, referred to the Sixth Cormibtes & draft resolution
gubmitted by tﬁe delegatichs of Cuba, India and Panama drawing thé attention
of the Economic and Soéial Cbunci& td ﬁhc crine of gonocide and inviting

the Council to study this prﬁbl—m and to recport on the possibility of

dsclargng genoclds an "internctionzl crims" (docuzcnt AJBUR/50).

2. This.draff résolution wos dcbated in three nestings of the Sixth
Committse (documents A/C.6/8k, A/C.6/9l £/C.6/96) during which anendments
wers pronosed by the delsgatione of ‘the United Klngdog, India, Fr&ncv,
‘Unlon of Sovist Socialist R>publlcs (documents A/C.6/63 and 4/C.6/95),

Saudi -Arsbisa (documcnt s/c. 6/b6 Chile (document £/C.6/94) and Pcland.
 The smendments and the dsbate in ths Sixth Counittee indiéatéd that there
vas unaﬁimous agréement that the Ginsrocl Ass:cmbly shoﬁl\ u;flrm thfu

genocide is & crims under internationsgl law. A Sub-Committes was appointed

to draft a resolution for submission to the Sixth Committes.

3, The Sub-Committeé, consisting cf representatives of Ckile, Cuba, Francs,
India; Ponama, Poland, Suudi-Arebia, Unitsd Kingdor, Unicn of Scvist
Socizlist Republics, and the United States of America, met un

and 5 December 1646, under the chairmanship of the rapresen+ative of

. .i’.
.‘-

hile, Mr. E. Gajardo, to consider the draft proposals on the crime of gunocide.
ﬁ. The Sub-Cormittse fzlt that the resolution of the Genersl Asscmbly
?hould affirm that genocide is & crime under internstional law, condemmed
iy the civilized world, and that provision should be rade fog the

/punishnent
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punisbmenﬁ of .principals and accomplices who may participate 1ln the
comnission of this crime. The qusetlon whsthsr or not the responsibility
of States should be mentioned in ths resolution was considesred; it was
the senses of the Sub-Committee, howsver, that because of special problems
in that connsction the qusetion of fixing state responsiblility, as
distinguished from.ﬁhe responslbllity of private individwals, public
offitials, or statesmen, was a matter which c&ﬁld rere properly be
considered at such time a8 a Sonvention on ths sﬁbdect of genocide is
preparsd. . T

5. The Sub-Cormittee fslt that it was desirabdle for Member States to
enact legislation for ths prevention'and punishmeng'of,fhe crime of
genoclde, but that it was not nscsssary to CONPars ganocide.to other
crimes such as piracy and traffic in women, ae had bsen sugpested in sone
of the proposals bvbeQ ths Sub-Cormittes.

6. The Sub-Committee-fslt that it was impartant that there should be
serly action with & visw to the prvpurqtimu of a draft COﬂvantiun on the
subJect of genocide. To that end ths Cub- Conmittve prOpOde in the draft
regolution that the Gensra; Asssmbly should request the Eccnonlc ond
Social Council to und?rfake the necessary studiss and to prsparc a draft
convention for submission tc the next rigular seséion of the General
Asssnblye. Some msnbsrs pf the Sub-Cormlittse stressed the inmportance of
the creation of a small Special.Committee of Jurists to prspare the
convention, while othsrs felt thut the Economic and Social Council should
secure the co-opsratlicn of the committes which it is proposel should be
set up by the Gensral Assembly, to study the nmethods of‘encouraging the
progressive development of internaticnal law end its codification. It
was finally decided by.the‘Sub-Comeittee that the rcsolution 1teelf
should place the responsibility sclely with the Eccnonic and Social
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Counells
Te Tﬁe Sub~Commuittee consid:ered a proposal made by Poland concerning the
propegation and dissemination of hetred against natlonael, raclal or religlous
groups &8 & step prepa;ra’cory to the crime, and concerning the punishment of
those responsible therefor. It was agreed that this interesting proposal
should be mentioned In the report and left for consideration in connection
with the d:raf‘t convention or studles made under the resolution.
8. The Sub-Committee report (document A/C,6/120), presented by its
rapporteur, Mr, Chevlas. Frhy z__(1:}1“1':'1‘r;a?d States) ; was adopted unanimously by
the Sixtﬁ Committee at its thirty-second meeting on 9 December 1946,
9, The Sixth Coﬁnni’ctee therefore recommends that the General Assembly
adopt the following regolution:

THE CRIME OF GEINCCIDE

Genoclde .le & denlal of the right of exlstence of cntire humen
groupg, as homicide i1s the denial of the right to live of individual
human beings; such denlal of the right of existence shocks the
congcience of mankind, results in great losses to humanity in the
form of cultural and other contributions represented by these human
groups, and 1s contrary to moral law and to the spirit and aims of
the United Nations,

Many instences of such crimes of genocide have occurred when
raclal, religious, politicel and other groups have been destroyed,
entirely or in part,

The punishment of the crime of genocide is a matter of
international concern.

THE GENFRAL ASSEMDLY THEREFCRE

AFFIRMS that genocide is a crime under international, law which
the civilized world condemns - and for the coumisgsion of which
princlpals and accomplices, whether privaete individuals, public
officials or statesmen, and whether the crime is commitied on

/religious,



Afe3l
Page 4

religious, racial, political or any other grounds - ere punisbaﬁle;

INVITES the Member States to onact the necessary leglislation
for the prevention and punishment of this crime;

RECOMMENDS that intermational co-operation be organized Between .
States wilth a view to facilitating the speedy prevention and
punishment of the crime of genocide; and, to this end,

REQUESTS the Economic and Social douncil to undertake the -
neceésary studies, with a ¥lew to drawing up & draft convention on
the crime of genocide to be subﬁitted t¢ the next regular session

of the General Acsembdly,
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