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is c crime under internQtionnJ. law. h Sub-Co~ttee was appointed

a resolution for subnission to th~ Sixth Co~ttee.

GGneral A~sembly, at it~ forty-seventh plenary meeting on

cj.vilized world, Bnd that provision should be riade fO:f the

affirri that genocid~ is 8 crine under internctional luw, conde~~ed

mnendments and the d8bnt~ in ths Sixth Cownittee ind.icated that th'?re

"

~d 5 'December 1946, under the cha1rounshlp o~ the r0pres~ntutive of
• • • o' t • ~

hile, lV'.r' • E. Gu jardo, to Consider the draft 'pro}Josn;ts on' the criFe of genocide.

aubmi tted by the dolegatiC'ns of Cuba, India and Faner-la drawing the attention

~ocialist R0publics, and the Un!ted Btuteg of A.ccrlca, met \.In

. .
were proposed by the delogu-ci ;::',1'18 of the U!l.j t:;,:;d KingdoI:i, India, FrancE:,

Union of Soviet Socialist R3pub1ice (docv.no::nts A./c.6/83 e.nd. A/c.6/95),

Saudi-Arabia (docu.r.lGnt A/c.6/26), C1111-:J (docunent l-/c.6/94) und Poland.

3. Tho Sub-CoruJittee, consisting of representatives of Cti10, Cub~, Franco,

. ' ,

9 Novembsr 1946, referred to the Sixth Co~4ttee a draft resolution

,2. This draft resolution wee dsbated in thrs6 I:l26tings of the Sixth

, COInrlltt6e (do'cuments A/C :'6/84, A/C. 6/91, A/C. 6/96) during which EiTJendments

India, Pc.nmjQ, Poland, 8t.mdj-Arabio, Unitf-d KingdoIl, Un:;'cn of Sov1et

4. The BLlb-Coru:li tt8e f~lt thc.t the resolution of the GE,nerf.1l J..sscr:lbly

, the Council to study thin problsTI und to report on the possibility of

· declar.~ genocide an "intern::.. tionCt1 crir.:lG 11 (docurnGnt A/BTJR/SO) •

• of the EconOlUC and Sociel Cour~ci\ to the CriDG of gonocids and inviting
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punis~ent of "principals ~d accomplices who 6ny participate in the
I

commission of this crime. The question whether or not the responsibility

of States should be wentioned in the resolution was considered;' it was

the se~se of the SUb.Connittee, however, ,that beoausG of speqial problems

in that connaction the qU6stion of fixing stnte ~esponsibility, as

distinguished from the respon8ibilit~' of private individuals, public

offiCials, or statesr.16Il, was El 1:1atter which could. rlOr6 properly be

considered at such tine as a ~onvention on the subJect of genocide is
~ . . ..

prepared.

5. The Sub-Col"llllittee felt that it W,,1S desirttble for r.1er:i~.er states to

enact legislation for the prevention end punishnent ef the crime of
, f' •

genocide, but thut it wos not necessary to conpnr~ genoeide to other

crimes such ns piracy and traffic in wanon, us had been SUBB8sted in sone

of the proposals before the SUb-Col~Jdttee.

6. The Sub-Co~ttee,felt that it WDS inportant that there should be

early action with a visw to tho prepcrntion of a draft convention on the

subject of genocide. To that end the ~ub·Conndttee p~opos6d in the droft

resolution that the G·.=:nerQl Asssrlbly should request the Econor.1ic Dnd

Social Council to undertake the necessary studies and to preparo a draft. .
convention for subnission to the next rsgulor session of the General

Asssnbly. So~e nonbers of the Sub~Co~ttee stressed the inportance of

·the creation of a snaIl Special Conndttee of Jurists to prepare the

convention, wh~le others felt thut the EC0noDic and Social Coun0il Should

Secure the co-operation of the co:cJDitteo 'which it :ls :f;:roj;Josed. should be

set up by the General Assenbly, to study the nethods of encouraging the

progressive developn0~t of international law und its codificntion. It

was finally decided bY.the Sub-Co~ttee that the rosolution itself
, " ~

shoUld place'the responsibility solely with the Eccnonic and Social

ICcuncil
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7. The Sub-Conmdttee considered a proposal made by Poland concerning the

propagation and dissemination of. ~atred against national, racial or religious

groups as a ste:p preparatory to the orime, and concerning the punishment of

those resP9nsible therefore It ~as agreed that this interesting proposal

should be mentioned. in the report and left for consideration in connection

with the draft convention or studies made Ul1der the resoluti~n.

8. The Sub-Comm.i.tteo report (doc~ent A/C.6/l20), presented by its

ra}porteur, Nr. '~1aS-;FuhY ,(Un:i t'e:d 'State~) J vrae aa.optGd unanimously DU

the Sixth Committ~e at its thirty-second meeting on 9 Decamber 1946.

9. The Sixth Conrmittee therefore recommends that the ·General AssembJ..y

adopt the f'ollo'Y7ing r-etlolut1on:

THE CRIME OF GEIJOCIDE

Genocide J.G- a denial of the right of existence of entire human

groups, as homicide is the denial of the right to live o~ individual

human beings; such denial of the right of existence shocks the

conscience of mankind, reSUlts in great losses to humanity in the

form of cultural and other contributions represer.tcd. by these human

grou:ps 1 and is contrary to moral law and -bo the spirit and aims of

the United Nations.

Many instances of such crimes of Genocide have occurred when

racial, relieious, political and other croups have been destroy~d,

entirely or in part.

The punishment of the crime of gvnocide is a matter of

international concern.

T!IE GEUERAL ASSEMBLY THEREFORE

AFFIFYB that genocide is a crime under international law which

the civilized world condemns - and for the commission of which

principals and accomplices, Whether pr~vate individuals, public

officials or statesmen, and whether the crime is co~tted on

/reli8ious,

-.- \-
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religious, racial, political or any other grounds - are punisheole;

INVITES the Member states to onact~he necessary legislation

for the prevention an.d punishment of this crime;

BECOM~lrE!IDS that international co-opel·ation be organized between '

states with a view to facilitating the epeed3 prevention and

punishment of the crime of genocide; ~1l, to. this end,

REQUESTS the Economic and Social Oouncil to underta,ke the

necessary studies, Y11th a Y1~w to .c4"amne up a- draft convention on ,

the cr~e of genocide to be submitted to the next regular session

of the General Aosembly,

-_ .......
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