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United Nations

GENERAL
ASSEMBLY
THIRTY-EIGHTH SESSION

Official Records

President: Mr. large E. ILLUECA (Panama).

Tribute to the memory of Mr. Bernardo Zuleta, Under­
Secretary-General and Special Representative of the
Secretary-General for the Law of (he Sea

1. The SECRETARY-GENERAL tinterpretation from
Spanish): It is my painful duty to inform the General
Assembly of the death early this morning of Mr. Bernardo
Zuleta, Under-Secretary-General and Special Representa­
tive of the Secretary-General for the Law of the Sea.
2. Mr. Zuleta carried out the duties of this important
post with exceptional efficiency for more than nine years.
Both as the representative of Colombia in the Committee
on the Peaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor
beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction and at the
Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea,
as well as in his capacity of senior officer of the Secre­
tariat in that Conference, Bernardo Zuleta acquitted him­
self with exemplary brilliance and dignity.
3. Bernardo Zuleta came from a solid legal and diplo­
matic tradition. He was the son of the Chairman of the
Preparatory Commission for the first General Assembly
of the United Nations in 1945 which, one might say,
predestined him to work in close co-operation with the
Organization and to play the role that eventually became
his in the drafting of one of the main achievements of
the United Nations in international co-operation and the
progressive development of international law, namely, the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. Hap­
pily, he lived to see the completion of that great endeav­
our, to which he had contributed so much, and he was
eager to continue with the noble task of putting into effect
this new system, so full of promise.
4. The United Nations has lost in my esteemed friend,
Bernardo Zuleta, a most distinguished public servant.
I should like to convey to his wife and to his children,
as well as to the Government of Colombia, my most
profound and sincere condolences.
5. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): It
is with deep sadness that the General Assembly has heard
from the Secretary-General of the death early today in
NewYork City of Mr. Bernardo Zuleta, Under-Secretary­
General and Special Representative of the Secretary­
General for the Law of the Sea.
6. The death of Mr. Zuleta is, without doubt, an
irreparable loss for Colombia, Latin America and the
international community, because statesmen of his moral
and intellectual standing are not easily found in today's
world.
7. Bernardo Zuleta was an outstanding Colombian pub­
licfigure who performed valuable services for his c<;n~ntry
as a politician, a writer, a member of the JU~ICla~y,
a constitutional lawyer, a diplomat and a university
professor.
8. In the United Nations, he will always be remembered
as a man of the United Nations through both family
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tradition and personal vocation. As the proud.heir of his
father, Mr. Eduardo Zuleta Angel, who presided over the
Preparatory Commission of the United Nations, which
met in London in 1945, Bernardo Zuleta was involved
in the work of the Organization as a representative of
his country and a Secretariat official.
9. In the sphere of human relations,' Bernardo Zuleta
was particularly brilliant, displaying the mastery and
elegance of superior men endowed with a natural vocation
for dialogue, understanding and friendly co-operation.
His universal vision of the United Nations won him
friends throughout the world.
10. Mr. Zuleta's distinguished record as a diplomat was
recognized by all, particularly during the initial phase of
the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the
Sea, which won for this eminent Latin American the dis­
tinction of being appointed by the Secretary-General as
his Special Representative to that Conference.
11. Thanks to his dynamic leadership, which was exer­
cised within the framework of strict objectivity and dedi­
cation, the Conference was able on more than one occa­
sion to find its way out of critical situations and to open
up paths for negotiation and compromise which led it to
a successful outcome.
12. The memory of Bernardo Zuleta will for all time
be identified with the success of the Conference, crowned
by the opening for signature in Jamaica in December 1982
of that monumental achievement which is the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.
13. Before dying, he could say like Neruda in one of
his Cantos ceremoniales:

"1 said '1 am here'. Stripped in the light,
1 let my hands fall to the sea,
and when everything took 011 transparency,
under the land, I was at peace."

14. As President of the General Assembly at its thirty­
eighth session, 1 wish to convey the condolences of the
Assembly on the occasion of the death of Mr. Bernardo
Zuleta to the Secretary-General, who has lost one of his
most eminent associates, to the President of the Republic
of Colombia, Mr. Belisario Betancur Cuartas, on the
death of this distinguished son of Colombia and of Latin
America and to Mrs. Pilar JaramiIlo de Zuleta and her
children, as well as to the entire family, on the death of
a husband and father of such noble qualities.
15. Mr. ALBAN-HOLGUIN (Colombia) (interpreta­
tion jrom Spanish): On behalf o~ the Government of
Colombia the people of Colombia and the family of
Mr. Bern;rdo Zuleta, I should like to express to you and
to the Secretary-General our profound gratitude for the
words you have uttered in connection with Mr. Zuleta's
death.
16. He was a great Colombian because he was a public
servant in a number of posts in our country, a great
professional in the realm oflaw, a perfect gentleman and
a great friend. He was, furthermore, a great Latin Amer­
ican, always concerned for the destiny of this part. of !he
world so dear to all of us. He was a great humanitarian
because when he came to the United Nations he devoted
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Middle East but, more important, also to what needed
to be done. It is now time for all concerned to work
together towards a new era in which we can replace a
generation of war by a generation of peace. This can only
be achieved on the basis of security for the Palestinians
within an independent and sovereign State of their Own
in the context of secure and internationally recognized
boundaries.
25. In order to give effect to what we agreed by accla­
mation at Geneva, this body must declare that it considers
it essential that an international peace conference on the
Middle East be convened on the basis of the principles
of the Charter of the United Nations and the relevant
resolutions of the United Nations, with the. aim of achiev­
ing a comprehensive, just and lasting solution to the
Arab-Israeli conflict, an essential element of which would
be the establishment of an independent Palestinian State
in Palestine.
26. This peace conference should be convened under the
auspices of the United Nations with the participation of
all parties to the Arab-Israeli conflict, including the Pal­
estine Liberation Organization [PLO], as well as the
United States of America, the Soviet Union and other
States concerned, on a footing of equality.
27. To implement this process for peace, the Security
Council has the primary responsibility for making appro­
priate international arrangements on the basis of the
relevant United Nations resolutions in order to guarantee
and carry out the accords reached at the peace conference.
28. These international arrangements are spelt out in
part lI, section A, of the Programme 0 f Action. They are:

"(a) Taking measures consistent with the principle
of the Inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory by
force to ensure Israel's withdrawal from the Palestinian
and other Arab territories occupied since 1967, includ­
ing Jerusalem, within a specific timetable;

"(b) Undertaking effective measures to guarantee
the safety and security and legal and human rights of
the Palestinians in the occupied territories pending the
withdrawal of the Israeli forces from the Palestinian
and other Arab territories occupied by Israel since
1967, including Jerusalem;

"(c) Subjecting those territories, following the
withdrawal of Israel, to a short transitional period,
under the supervision of the United Nations, during
which period the Palestinian people would exercise its
right to self-determination;

"(d) Facilitatin~ the implementation of the right to
return of the Palestinians to their homes and property;

"(e) Supervising elections to the constituentassem­
bly of the independent Palestinian State in which all
Palestinians shall participate, in the exercise of their
right to self-determination;

"ifJ Providing, if necessary, temporary peace­
keeping forces in order to facilitate the implementation
of subparagraphs (a) to (e) above."

29. Today, more than ever before, we must shoulder
our responsibility on the question of Palestine. Byvirtue
of General Assembly resolution 181 (II) we have given
the Palestinian people the moral, political and legal foun­
dation on which to achieve their inalienable rights, includ­
ing the right to independent Statehood. This responsibility
remains unalterably ours, and in particular that of the
members of the Security Council, which has the primary
role of ensuring international peace and security. Assuch,
it is our joint duty and responsibility.
30. At stake in the question of Palestine are interna­
tional peace and security, liberty and human dignity,
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himself to embodying in positive norms the rights of all
people over the seas.
17. We in Colombia would like to express our gratitude
also for the support always given to Bernardo Zuleta's
work, which we believe to be ours, too.
18. We should like to thank the President and the
Secretary-General for their words and to express our
gratitude to all representatives present in this Hall who
collaborated with Mr. Zuleta in his immense task in the
United Nations.

On the proposal of the President, the members of the
General Assembly observed a minute of silence.

Question of Palestine (continued):
(a) Report of tbe Committee on the Exercise of the

Inalienable RJgbts of the Palestinian People;
(b) Report of the International Conference on the Ques-

tion of Palestine;
(c) Reports of the Secretary-Genera)

19. Mr. MORD. AMIN (Malaysia): The question of
Palestine has been recognized as one of the most acute
and complex problems of our time. It was inherited by
the United Nations at the time of its establishment.
Today, more than ever before, an urgent solution to this
question, which has been the core of the Arab-Israeli
conflict, is essential. It requires a comprehensive, just and
lasting political settlement that would encompass the
aspirations, hopes and dreams of all peoples in the region.
20. During the year, we have deliberated countless times
and made unswerving efforts to bring about peace and
stability to all nations and peoples in the region, as weIl
as to restore the inalienable rights of the Palestinian
people, including the right to self-determination and the
right to the establishment of an independent State in
Palestine.
21. Those untiring efforts at the various meetings in
the past months, at Arusha, Managua, Sharjah, Kuala
Lumpur and Geneva, have been fruitful. They have
focused world attention on the gravity and complexity
of the question of Palestine. They have indicated to the
whole world that partial solutions to the problem were
inadequate and any delay to seek a comprehensive settle­
ment could only exacerbate tension in the region.
22. There must now be greater determination and efforts
towards a new era and a truly comprehensive, just and
lasting peace in the region. Such an era must encompass
the realization of our hopes and dreams for stability and
justice in the Middle East, as well as the creation of a
new generation of peace where all peoples of the region
would exchange the vengeance and conflict of the past
for a future of peaceful coexistence based on mutual trust,
respect and understanding.
23. The International Conference on the Question of
Palestine, held at Geneva from 29 August to 7 September
this year, has provided us with the framework for peace.
It is now time for us, the world community, to act without
delay to implement the principles and purposes of the
Geneva Declaration on Palestine I and the Programme
of Action for the Achievement of Palestinian Rights.'
To delay any action on those two consensus instruments
for peace and justice would deny us the opportunity to
work for a comprehensive, just and durable settlement
of the question of Palestine.
24. What indeed emerged at Geneva was the "spirit of
Geneva"-a clear and universal convergence of views
with regard not only to the gravity of the situation in the
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justice and fair play; the restitution of those principles
and values is a common responsibility and cannot be the
monopoly of anyone nation. The tragedy of Palestine
is indeed a tragedy of all mankind and not one which con­
cerns a few only. We should now act together promptly
togive effect to the Geneva Declaration on Palestine and
the Programmeof Action and to achieve their objectives.
31. Mr. AL-ALFI (Democratic Yemen) (interpretation
from Arabic): We have heard with great regret and SOr­
row the news of the death of Mr. Bernardo Zuleta,
Under-Secretary-General and Special Representative of
the Secretary-General for the Law of the Sea. On behalf
of my delegation and on my own behalf, I should like
totake this opportunity to convey our heartfelt condol­
ences to the Secretary-General and to the bereaved family
of the deceased.
32. The question of Palestine has throughout the y.ear.s
commanded the priority attention of the United Nations
and of world public opinion. This is not surprising, par­
ticularly since the suffering, displacement and terrorism
the Palestinian people have experienced stem from Gen­
eral Assembly resolution 181 (11), which partitioned the
territory of Palestine. Israel was the first State to beestab­
lished by a United Nations resolution. Hence, the respon­
sibility of the United Nations for solving the question of
Palestine and guaranteeing the legitimate, inalienable
national rights of the Palestinian people is affirmed by
United Nations resolutions, which have yet, however, to
be implemented.
33. The importance of the question of Palestine lies in
the fact that it is the crux of the Arab-Israeli conflict.
Unless there is a solution to this problem based on recog­
nition of the legitimate. inalienable national rights of the
Palestinian people, including their right to return to
their homeland, to self-determination and to estabish an
independent State under the leadership of the PLO, their
sole le~itimate representative, the tension in the Middle
East Will continue to escalate. and this will have adverse
effects on peace In that delicate region of the world and
jeopardize international peace and security.
34. All the Israeli practices in the occupied Arab and
Palestinian territories confirm Israel's ex,pansiomst policy
designed to tighten its control and to perpetuate its
occupation and annexation of the territories and to dis­
place the Palestinian people. In fa.ct, this policy is the
logical result of the true nature of Israel from the very
outset-that is, a settler, eXYBnSiOnist State in the heart
ofthe Arab homeland. Israe has usurped the territory of
Palestine and annexed Jerusalem and the Golan Heights.
Ithasbeenbuilding settlements in the occupied Arab and
Palestinian territories, in nagrant violation of Security
Council resolution 465 (1980), which affirmed the ille­
gality of the Israeli settlements policy, the various forms
of racist oppression of the Palestinian people and the
confiscation of its land, water resources and property;
Israel seeks to intimidate, displace and even annihilate
It, aswell as obliterate its character. cultural and historical
landmarks.
35. The express statements of the rulers of Israel have
proven categorically that !smells policy i.s directed against
the Palestinian territory and the Palestinian people, and
mdeed extends to large parts of the territory of other Arab
States. The talk about the so-called "security of lsrael"
~as.no geographical limits; it is a mere pretext for jus­
tlf~ng the racist, settler expansionist nature of that
policy, In the implementation of which Palestinian and
A~b territories have been seized by force and the Golan
HeIghts and Jerusalem have been annexed. Preparations
are under way to annex the West Bank, the Gaza Strip
and other occupied Arab territories. The Israeli invasion

of Lebanon in the summer of 1982 and Israel's rejection
of Security Council resolutions 508 (1982) and 509 (1982)
calling for Israel's immediate and complete withdrawai
from Lebanese territory, without any conditions, were
but further evidenceof the Zionist expansionist designs.
36. The Israeli policies and practices are designed to
depopulate Palestinian territory, intimidate the Palestin­
ran people and force them to give up their territory so
that l~r~el can confiscate it in an attempt to prevent the
Palestinian people from exercising their right to return
to their homeland and their right to self-determination
and the establishment of their own independent State.
Theseterrorist practices and policies have recently assumed
a new dimension: they have been extended to 'a large
number of Palestiniantowns and villages. There has even
been a dangerous escalation in attempts to annihilate the
Palestinian people. Organized terror has also been used
against them. In.itsaggression against Lebanon last year,
Israel used all kinds of lethal weapons, including those
internationally prohibited, against the Lebaneseand Pal­
estinian peoples. It perpetrated the massacres at Sabra
and Shatila, which claimed the lives of defenceless Pal­
estinian old people, women and children. This year the
towns of the WestBank havebeensubjected to deliberate
military operations by Israelisoldiers, whichhavecaused
the death and wounding of many Palestinians.
37. This continued Israeli intransigence, supported by
the United States and its allies, against the rights of the
Palestinian people, and the determination to consolidate
Israel's occupation of the occupied Arab territories will
lead to an escalation of tension in the Middle East and
to a broad threat to peace in that region and in neigh­
bouring regions. Israelcouldnot have defied the interna­
tional communityand persistedin its policy of expansion
and aggression had it not been for the unlimited support
of the United States, support whose magnitude increases
with every act of aggressioncommitted by Israel against
the Arab and Palestinian peoples. The UnitedStates stands
firmly at the side of the aggressor, Israel, and protects
it in its expansionist designs. The United States military
and political identification with Israel has become clear,
especially because the hostile policy towards the Pales­
tinian question by Israel and its ally, the United States,
has gone hand in hand with a series of aggressive military
manoeuvres and activities in the Middle East region.
38. Mr. Ali NasserMohammed, the Secretary-General
of the Central Committee of the Yemeni SocialistParty
and Chairman of the Presidium of the SupremePeople's
Council and Prime Minister, stated the following in the
message he sent on the occasionof the commemoration
of the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian
People:

"The United Nations has a vital duty with regard
to the delicate situation in the Middle East region. It
must continue to deploy various efforts to force Israel
to implement United Nations resolutions concerning
withdrawal from the occupiedArab territories and to
recognize the inalienablerights of the Palestinian peo­
ple. That is a sine qua non for the establishment of
overall stability and security in the Middle East region
and for enabling all its nations and peoples to live
in peace-and this includes the independent State of
Palestine,"

39. Peace is indivisible. The International Conference
on the Question of Palestine, held at Geneva this year,
affirmed that the question of Palestine is the core of the
conflict in the Middle East and that there can be no
comprehensive, lasting and just peace without complete
withdrawal by Israel from the occupied Arab and Pales­
tinian territories, including Jerusalem, and the exercise



General Assembly Thirty-eighth Sesslon-Plenllry Meetings1324

by the Palestinian people of. their inalienable national
rights. The Geneva Declaration on Palestine! calls for
the convening of an international peace conference on
the Middle East, under the auspicesof the United Nations,
with a view to achieving a lasting, just and comprehensive
solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict. Among the basic
elements of such a solution must be the establishment of
an independent ~alesti:uari State in Palestine. Al.I ~he pa;­
ties concerned, including the PLO, should participate m
the conference, on an equal footing with all other par­
ticipants, and with equal rights.
40. With a viewto finding a just settlement of the ques­
tion of Palestine, the General Assembly has adopted
a host of resolutions, beginning with resolution 3236
(XXIX) which placed the question of Palestine in its
proper political context and defined the inalienable legit­
imate rights of the Palestinian people. More recently, the
Geneva Declaration on Palestine! and the Programme
of Action for the Achievement of Palestinian Rights'
defined the framework for the settlement of this question,
under the auspices of the United Nations, and the pre­
requisites for such a settlement.
41. In this connection, I should like to repeat what our
Minister for Foreign Affairs said in his address to the
thirty-eighth session of the Assembly, on 10October 1983:

"Democratic Yemen calls for the implementation
of the numerous resolutions adopted by the interna­
tional community to deter Israeli aggression and put
an end to the suffering of the Palestinian people. It
demands the imposition against Israel of the sanctions
provided for in Chapter VII of the Charter of the
United Nations, and the ending of Israel's contemptu­
ous attitude towards the international community.

"This attitude is encouraged by the United States,
which gives unlimited support to Israel's attempts to
subjugate our Arab peoples and uses the results of
Israeli aggression to try to impose partial settlements."
[26th meeting, paras. 105 and 106.]

42. We call upon the United Nations to shoulder its
responsibility and to put an end to the injustice inflicted
upon the Palestinian people. We endorse the Geneva Dec­
laration on Palestine, in which the Conference affirmed
the importance of the time factor in achieving a just
solution to the question of Palestine. The Assembly is
today faced with a grave challenge by Israel, which has
been declared by the international community to be a
non-peace-loving State, a State supported by its allies,
foremost among which is the United States of America.
In order for the Assembly to meet the challenge,it must
prove that its resolutions can be implemented. By so
doing, it will restore the confidence of all the Arab peo­
ples, foremost among which is the Palestinian people, in
its ability to deter Israeli aggression and to discharge the
functions of the United Nations in maintaining interna­
tional peace and security in the Middle East region, which
is considered one of the most volatile in the world.
43. Mr. KULAWIEC (Czechoslovakia) (interpretation
from Russian): The history of Palestine, as well as the
consideration of the question of Palestine, which has gone
on in the United Nations for the last 10 years, makes it
clear beyond doubt that the Palestinian question is the
core of the Arab-Israeli conflict.
44. Czechoslovakia vigorously rejects attempts to avoid
a just settlement of the question. We also condemn the
abuse of the Palestinian question for the purposes of
promoting selfish interests. The Palestinian question,
because it remains unresolved, is the prime source of the
ever-increasingly explosive situation in the Middle East
and is creating a direct threat to international peace, as

well as having a far-reaching negative effect on the devel­
opment of international relations as a whole.
45. The seriousness of the situation in the region was
stressed by Czechoslovakia in the course of the official
visit of friendship made in April this year to Czechoslo­
vakia by the Chairman of the Executive Committee of
the Palestine Liberation Organization, Mr. Yasser Arafat
when he was received by our highest representatives. '
46. The conduct of those who prate about peace in the
Middle East while at the same time stubbornly rejecting
a just settlement of the Palestinian question is nothing
but an attempt to preserve a historic injustice and thereby
to promote their own imperialist interests. Approaches
of this kind are characteristic both of the Government
of the United States and of the Government of Israel.
The peoples of the Arab countries have already had
enough experience to understand that the path to a settle­
ment in the Middle East lies not through separate deals,
which are inimical to the legitimate interests of the Arab
people of Palestine, but through the unconditional with­
drawal of Israeli troops from all occupied Arab territo­
ries, the recognition of the inalienable rights of the Pal­
estinian people, including its right to self-determination,
and the creation of its own independent State. The path
towards this settlement could open up the way to peace
talks within the framework of an international conference
on the Middle East, with the participation of all interested
parties, including the sole legitimate representative of the
Palestinian people, the PLO.
47. Czechoslovakia views the PLO as the representative
of a sovereign independent people and for this reason its
representatives in Prague this year were granted, upon
the decision of the Czechoslovak Government, the status
of a diplomatic mission. The colonial policy pursued by
Israel in the occupied territories, particularly in the West
Bank, poses a very serious danger both for the restoration
of the lawful rights of the Palestinian people and for a
settlement of the Middle East crisis as a whole.
48. The human conscience cannot countenance the
tragic plight of the Palestinian people, which has fallen
victim to the unbridled Zionist and imperialist policy of
expansion and aggression. No State can escape its share
of responsibility, because this is a flagrant violation of
the fundamental principles of international law, of the
Charter of the United Nations and of the resolutions of
the General Assembly and the Security Council.
49. Czechoslovakia categorically opposes the so-called
final solution to the question of Palestine put forward
by Israel, which also provides for the alternative of the
systematic destruction of the Palestinian people. Sim­
ilarly, we reject any attempts to bring about a partial or
unprincipled solution, such as, for example, the Kissinger
step-by-step policy, the Camp David accords and the
Reagan plan.' Solutions of that kind could lead only to
the deterioration of the situation in the Middle East and
to worsening the already hopeless plight of the Palestinian
people. Furthermore, there can be no doubt that they are
entirely in keeping with Israel's expansionist plans.
50. Events in Lebanon are a direct consequence of the
policy which is aimed against the legitimate demands of
the Palestinian people and is a concrete manifestation of
the true goals pursued by the Camp David policy and its
variants, which include the so-called Reagan plan. The
international community must immediately take effective
measures to prevent the occupation of any further Pales­
tinian territories, which would force the Israeli Govern­
ment to comply with the norms of international law and
the decisions of the United Nations.
51. Czechoslovakia is ready to continue to offer its
active support to any efforts aimed at bringing about a



81st meetlng-2 December 1983

justsolution to the question of Palestine, In or~er to bring
about a just and lastmg settlement m the MIddle East,
whatis necessary is sincere and collective efforts On the
partsof all interested parties. A fundamental pre-condi­
tionfor such a settlement, Czechoslovakia believes, would
be the cessation of all acts of aggression, the uncondi­
tional withdrawal of Israeli troops from all occupied Arab
territories, the genuine exercise by the Arab people of
Palestine of their inalienable rights, including the right
to found their own independent State, and confirmation
ofthe right of all States in the region to a secure existence.
52. Czechoslovakia views the decisions adopted at Fez
in September 1982 by the Twelfth Arab Summit Con­
ference' as constructive and realistic. The authoritative
nature of those decisions stems from the fact that they
were adopted unanimously by the representatives of
States and peoples directly involved in the Middle East
question.
53. The Soviet proposal for a settlement of the Middle
East crisis put forward on 15 September 19824 is based
on an analysis of the true causes of this crisis and is a
signpost pointing the way to the solution of the problem
in all its aspects. The comprehensive proposal for a
settlement of this longest and most dangerous conflict is
contained in the Political Declaration adopted at the
session held at Prague on 4 and 5 January this year of
the Political Consultative Committee of the States Par­
ties to the Warsaw Treaty [A/38/67 and Corr.I, annex].
It remains our conviction that the solution to the Pal­
estinian problem should be sought exclusively through
the honest collective efforts of the interested parties.
Without the participation on an equal footing of the
PLO, as the sole legitimate representative of the Pales­
tinian people, there is no prospect for a successful con­
clusion to those negotiations.
54. An important role in these efforts belongs also to
the United Nations, which can proceed directly on the
basis of the results of the International Conference on
theQuestion of Palestine, which was held earlier this year
at Geneva. The Conference demonstrated that a percep­
tibleand necessary change has occurred both in world
public opinion and in the policies of a number of Govern­
ments. Whereas in June 1967, at the time of the aggres­
sion, Israel could skilfully but dishonourably manipu­
late the facts, posing as a country whose rights were,
it claimed, threatened, and which accordingly bore no

i responsibilityfor the bloody war it unleashed, today, on
. theother hand, it is obvious that in the world as a whole

theapproach to the current question of lawful Palestinian
rightsand also to the substance of the Middle East crisis
has become more sensible, more complex and more
objective.
55. In the final documents of the Conference, the Geneva
Declarationon Palestine I and the Programme of Action
for the Achievement of Palestinian Rights, I there is an
Important conclusion concerning the kind of machinery
that would be most appropriate for the earliest possible
settlement of this problem. Such machinery would be
co~stituted by an international peace conference on the
MIddle East under the aegis of the United Nations, and
that should no longer be deferred. We must never have
a repetition of what happened at Sabra and Shatila.
56. As was pointed out in the congratulatory telegram
sentby the General Secretary of the Central Committee
of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, Mr. Gustav
Husak, to the Chairman of the Executive Committee of
thePalestine Liberation Organization, Yasser Arafat, on
theoccasion of the International Day of Solidarity with
the Palestinian People, Czechoslovakia is firinly con­
VInced that, because of the concerted and determined
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efforts of all progressive, democratic and anti-imperialist
forces in Arab countries and throughout the world, the
people of Palestine will ultimately prevail in its just strug­
gle for the attainment of the noble goals of the Palestinian
revolution.
57. Mr. WASIUDDIN (Bangladesh): It was in Septem­
ber this year that the international community assembled
at Geneva for the International Conference on the Ques­
tion of Palestine and adopted the Geneva Declaration
on Palestine! and the Programme of Action for the
Achievement of Palestinian Rights I with a view to the
successful resolution of the long-outstanding Palestinian
problem. In fact, the situation, instead of improving, has
further deteriorated. It is therefore of the utmost impor­
tance for this body to deliberate on the gravity of the
situation in that region.
58. A just resolution of the question ofPalestine is the
crucial element in a comprehensive, just and lasting polit­
ical settlement in the Middle East. In order to consider
the core of this problem, we have before us the report
of the Secretary-General [A/38/458], the report of the
International Conference on the Question of Palestine, I

the report of the Committee on the Exercise of the
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People [A/38/35J
and the report of the Preparatory Committee for the
International Conference on the Question of Palestine
[A/38/46]. My delegation is satisfied with these reports,
as they are detailed, balanced and incisive, and for this
we should like to commend the Secretary-General and
Mr. Sarre, Chairman of the Committee on the Exercise
of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People.
59. The question of Palestine is a political problem. It
concerns the struggle of the people for their inalienable
national right, to determine their own destiny. Despite
the total and unflinching support extended by the major­
ity of the international community, it is to be regretted
that this reality was not at first recognized and attempts
were made to treat the problem not as a political matter
but as a humanitarian one. The General Assembly, after
a long period of deliberation, agreed in its resolu­
tion 3236 (XXIX), adopted in 1974, to deal with the
question of Palestine in all its manifestations.
60. In that resolution, the Assembly unambiguously
spelt out the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people,
including their right to self-determination, national inde­
pendence and sovereignty and to return to their homes
and property from which they had been forcibly evicted .
In the same resolution, the Assembly ensured the right
of the Palestinian people to present their own cause and
participate in any peace negotiation through their sole
legitimate representative, the PLO.
61. The tragedy of Palestine, the agony, the suffering
and the never-ending injustice inflicted on the Palestinian
people have been the subject of debate in the Assembly
for over three decades. During that period, the member­
ship of the United Nations has increased threefold. The
principle of self-determination has been vindicated and
upheld over and over again. The process of decoloniza­
tion is nearly complete. Yet, while so many of us have
gained our independence and have been able to take our
places here in the Assembly as sovereign independent
States, there are in our midst our brethren, the heroic
freedom fighters of the PLO, who have yet to take their
rightful place in the Assembly alongside us rather than
occupying a position at the side of the Hall.
62. A large number of preceding speakers have already
given a detailed and comprehensive account of the explo­
sive situation that prevails in the Middle East region. This
is the sole creation of Israel, a State which came into
existence through the virtual imposition of an alien people
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on the Arab world. Israel, since its creation, has been
pursuing a policy of relentless expansion and unabated
aggression against its Arab neighbours and a ruthless
designto liquidate the Palestinian people. Israel continues
to occupy territories, including the Holy City of Jerusa­
lem, and even undertakes to change their basic Arab
character. All United Nations efforts, through the Secu­
rity Council and the General Assembly, to bring justice
to the suffering Palestinian people have been thwarted
by Israel, which has deliberately and arrogantly rejected
one resolution after another and openly flouted the voice
of the international community.
63. Bangladesh's stand on the question of Palestine is
unequivocal and consistent; it is not based on political
expediency. Our consistent position stems from our firm
belief in the purposes and principles of the Charter of
the United Nations; it is founded on an ever-enduring
commitment to the cause of oppressed people all over the
world struggling to free themselves from the bondage of
colonialism, aggression and exploitation. We firmly believe
that no solution in the Middle East can be envisaged
which does not take fully into account the legitimate
aspirations of the Palestinian people.
64. No discussion on Palestine would be complete with­
out consideration of the Palestine refugee problem. The
report of the Commissioner-General of the United Nations
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the
Near East [UNRWA] draws our attention to the contin­
uing seriousness of UNRWA's financial position [see
AI38/]3, para. 201. The entire refugeeproblem is an issue
that is political in nature, and no humanitarian measure,
however effective, would be adequate to eliminate the
refugee problem unless a just and lasting solution were
found for the entire question of Palestine. The refugee
population must be settled in their own homeland, from
which they have been uprooted.
65. The delegation of Bangladesh agrees with the 0 bser­
vation made by the Secretary-General in his report that
the "developmentsin the MiddleEast during the past year
have given little cause for hope that the problems of that
region are nearer to solution" [see A1381458, para. 39].
He also observed that' 'Preoccupation with the events in
Lebanon has tended to overshadow the consideration of
major aspects of the Middle East problem ..." [ibid.]
and that "the time has come to take a searching look at
the actual state of affairs in the Middle East" [ibid.,
para. 41].
66. In conclusion, I wish to reiterate that Bangladesh's
involvement in the freedom struggle of the Palestinian
people IS total. We have always condemned Israeli acts
of aggression in no uncertain terms, and will continue
to do so. The head of Government of Bangladesh Gen­
eral H. M. Ershad, issued a message on 29 Nov~mber
1983, on the occasion of the observance of the Interna­
tional Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People in
which he said: "

"The question of Palestine continues to be the crux
of the problem in West Asia. It is a major challenge
to the credibility of the international community in its
efforts to uphold the principles and objectives enshrined
In the Charter of the United Nations. No other problem
has evokedso much thought and unleashed such a high

'degree of indignation in recent times as this issue-the
tragedy of a dispossessed nation.

I:Th~ political ent.ity of the Palestinian people and
their right to establish a State of their own 10 their
homeland are an established fact under international
law and jurisprudence. To ignore this factor would be
to discount a reality recognized by an overwhelming
majority of the world's nation-States. The recognition

of the inalienable rights of the Pale ti . I
If d

., s mian peop e to
se .- eterminatton and the establishment of a State of
their ownmust be the fun~amental element of any dur­
able, permanent and lasting peace in West A .

"Bangladesh has always taken keen interests:~'and
endeav?ured.to uphold the just cause of the Palestinian
people In all international forums. especiallythe United
Nations, From the v~ry outset Bangladesh has actively
~d~ocated the establishment of the rights of the P 1 _
tinian people as a nation." a es

67. .The. Governme.nt of Bangladesh pledges once again
tqat. It will ~tand WIth our Pal~stinian brethren in this
dlff~cult pe~lOd. At the sa:ne time, we join hands with
t~e. mterna~lOnal co~mumt>, to compel Israel to end its
s~mster de~lgns an~ mtransIgence and to obey the deci­
sions of this body, m the greater interest ofinternational
peace and security.
68. Mr. JAMAL (Qatar) (interpretationjromArabic)'
In the den~e,darlmess surrounding the future and fate or
the Palestinian people, whose suffering and plight have
Ia;>ted for too long, there is a glimmer of hope-that is,
Without ~ doubt, the firm support of world publicopinion
ror .the Just caus~ of .the Palestinian people and their
inalienable and historical national rights. This support
was marufested two days ago in the celebration of the
International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian
People and, in particular, in the expression by a large
number of hc:ads of State Or Government throughout the
world of their full support for and solidarity with the
struggle of the Palestinian people, their recognition of
the !ull pol~tical rights Of, those people as endorsed by
the. international .commu~llty and embodied in the reso­
lutions of the United Nations and of other international
bodies,. an? their denunciation of Israeli policies of
e~panslon In the West Bank, the Gaza Strip, the Holy
City of Jerusalem and other occupied Arab territories.
~9. T~at Internati~nal Day was the most eloquent, prac­
tical evidence of universal support for the rights of the
Palestinian people and their bitter struggle throughout
the years to exercise their rights, under the leadership of
the PLO, their sole legitimate representative. It was also
a universal condemnation of Israeli occupation and an
incontestable verdict in favour of the ostracization of
Israel until it complies with the will of the GeneralAssem­
bly by implementing its resolutions, which, inter alia,
recognizethe right of the Palestinian people to self-deter­
mination and to establish their own independent State in
Palestine.
70. Unfortunately. it seems that despite this world-wide
unanimity the sentence will remain suspended, thus leav­
ing the criminal free and out of reach of justice and
punishment, as long as it continues to enjoy the protection
of the veto of one permanent member of the Security
Council. Under the protection of that veto, Israel has
managed to treat with contempt the resolutions of the
United Nations, including Security Council resolutions
supported by the United States itself. Israel has also con­
tinuously violated the principles of the Charter, interna­
tional law and I in particular J the Geneva Convention
relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of
War, of 12 August 1949.5

71. Under this special protection, Israel has managed
to continue its occupation of the West Bank, the Gaza
Strip and the Syrian Golan Heights from 1967 to the
present.
72. In the absence of any effective international deter­
rent, Israelproceededto implement its expansionist scheme
step by step. It annexed Arab Jerus~em.a.nd declared it
to be its eternal capital-as the Israeli officials arrogantly

-
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andintransigently put it. Afterwards, it annexed the Syrian
Golan Heights. Then came the invasion of Lebanon,
which epitomized the Lebanese tragedy, with the forging
of a chain of bloody human and political events to which
there is no foreseeable end.
73. The Sabra and Shatila massacres, the savagery of
which shook the international conscience, were but one
of the links in this bloody chain, which started with the
massacre of Deir Yassin in 1948at the hands of the Irgun
gang and is continuing on every inch of the Arab terri­
tories occupied by Israel, as well as in the Palestinian
refugee camps, which have become fixed targets for
Israeli bombers and artillery.
74. It is clear to the international community that the
political objective of the mass killing being openly carried
out is the destruction of the Palestinian revolution and
the permanent stifling of the voice of free Palestinians
so as to enable Israel ultimately to deny the existence of
the Palestinian people. Thereafter, there would be no
ground for calling for the exercise of the inalienable rights
of the Palestinian people. In implementing this scheme,
Israel depends upon a sinister tactic which the develop­
mentof events in the Middle East has proved successful
so far.
75. This Israeli scheme is based on extension of the con­
flict, the continual opening of new fronts and the drag­
ging of other Arab parties into the heart of the conflict,
not just as defenders of the rights of the Palestinians but
as true parties to the conflict, in the hope that the Pal­
.estinian question will fade away and gradually lose its
identity, recognized by the whole world, as the crux of
the Arab-Israeli conflict. Therefore peace cannot be
achieved in the Middle East without a just and lasting
solution to the question of Palestine that guarantees the
restoration of the legitimate, inalienable rights of the
Palestinian people.
76. Moreover, this scheme gives Israel time which it uses
for the creation of a new fait accompli. At a time when
the international community is faced with hotbeds of
tension and local clashes which threaten to expand the
conflict to the point of confrontation between the two
super-Powers, the Israeli occupation authorities are pro­
ceeding with the establishment of Jewish settlements in
the West Bank. In the period from 1967 to the present,
Israel has established a belt of settlements around Arab
Jerusalemin which about 100,000 Israelis are living. At
present, three Jewish cities are being built in the West
Bank, near Jerusalem. By August of this year, the number
of Jewish settlements in the West Bank had reached about
1~. At the same time, Israel controls practically two
thirds of the West Bank area, either through the Jewish'
settlers or through the Israeli occupation forces. The
ultimate aim ~f the programme of the Israeli Government
IS the establishment of 110 settlements, which would
a~c~mmodate 1 million Israelis by the year 2000. It is not
difficult to sum up this expansionist settler programme
In one sentence: that is, Israel does not intend to return
!he,Palestinian territories it occupied in 1967 to their
indigenous owners, namely, the Palestinian people, which
were forced in 1948 to pay for the sins of the Nazis by
the expropriation of half their homeland for the settle­
me~t of Jews from Europe who did not belong to the
~eglOn. Today, Israel is devouring piece by piece whatever
IS leftof the soil of that Arab Palestinian homeland while
the world is faced with sudden crises wars and local
clas.hes, w,hich Israel continually fom~nts in order to
achieve this far-reaching, long-term objective.
77.. It is important to unveil the true intentions of Israel,
to Im~lement the first paragraph of the Programme
of Action for the Achievement of Palestinian Rights, I
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adopted by the International Conference on the Question
of Palestine which was held at Geneva from 29 August
to 7 September 1983, and to heed the warning of the
Secretary-General in his report to the General Assembly
[A/38/458] to the effect that any delay in getting to the
roots of the Middle East problem will not serve the cause
of peace in the long term. In the light of all these elements
the time factor is of vital importance in frustrating Israel'~
expansionist schemes and solving the problem of Pales­
tine, which is the core of the Middle East crisis according
to the relevant United Nations resolutions which pro­
vided the basis for the Geneva Declaration on Palestine I

together with the decisions adopted at Fez in Septemb~r
1982 by the Twelfth Arab Summit Conference.'
78. Those resolutions and decisions affirm, -first, the
legitimate rights of the Palestinian people, including
above all their right to return to their homeland their
right to self-determination, and their right to the ~stab­
lishment of an independent State of their own in Pales­
tine. Secondly, stress is laid on the need to end the Israeli
occup~t~on of t~e ;yab territories, incl~ding the occupied
Palestinian terntones and Jerusalem, In accordance with
the principle of the inadmissibility of the acquisition of
territory by force. Thirdly, all illegal Israeli laws per­
taining to the expropriation of property and land are
declared null and void, Fourthly, the Security Council
is invited to take effective action to ensure the exercise
of their legitimate rights by the Palestinians in order to
solve the Arab-Israeli conflict, which is deeply rooted in
the question of Palestine.
79. The solution to the question of Palestine needs no
further study; for the past 35 years it has been the subject
of more than enough study and consideration. The solu­
tions are not unattainable. The international community
has already referred to all these solutions in detail in a
large number of United Nations resolutions, in par­
ticular General Assembly resolution 3236 (XXIX). The
only thing that prevents us from breathing new life into
these resolutions is the lack of the political willand good
faith that are essential if we are to secure justice for the
Arab Palestinian people in accordance with the principles
of the Charter of the United Nations.
80. It is undeniable that the international community
has never ceasedcondemningthe Israeli aggressionagainst
the Palestinian people and territory, and has never hesi­
tated to reaffirm the inalienable rights of the Palestinian
people, but it is being crippled by the right of veto, which
is being used by a permanent member of the Security
Council in support of the illegal policies and practices of
Israel. Unless this situation is rectified, which unfortu­
nately is hardly likely in view of the recently announced
strengthening of military, economic and strategic co­
operation between the United States and Israel, the Mid­
dle East will not know peace and this region, afflicted
with the Israeli presence, will remain as one of the most
dangerous hotbeds of tension, jeopardizing world peace
and security. .
81. Mr. SHIHABI (Saudi Arabia) (interpretation from
Arabic): There is no question for whichthe United Nations
bears a more fundamental responsibilitythan the question
of Palestine. The question of Palestine is one of the
despoiling of a people and a land, the denial of justice
and law and the violation of all ethical standards and
moral commitments. Perhaps the gravest aspect is that
the situation is now deteriorating even further: Israel is
intensifying its oppression with apparent immunity, vio­
lating all the rights, laws and obligations which the United
Nations has a duty to uphold.
82. For sometime now, Israel and the Zionist movement
have been waging a relentless campaign of vilification
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throughout the world, particularly in the United States,
against the United Nations and the international com­
munity, castigating them with the vilest accusations.
Why? Becausethe United Nations has ceased to be a tool
to be manipulated for the purposes of Zionist aggression,
and a convenient vehicle for Zionist racist oppression.
We all know the unethical.devices employed by the Zion­
ist forces and their supporters in 1947 to secure votes in
support of the establishment of their aggressive Zionist
entity in the land of the Palestinian people, at the expense
of that people's legitimate rights. This entity has become
a source of danger to the countries of the Middle East
and a threat to the security of the region and of the whole
world.

83. The question of Palestine involves the life and exist­
ence, the rights and the homeland of the Palestinian
people and the stability of the Middle East; this situa­
tion is the responsibility of the United Nations as an
Organization and as a body of Member States, and is the
touchstone by which the United Nations must justify its
existence, and test its prestige and effectiveness. Most of
the criticism of the United Nations centres on its inability
to forestall or settle armed conflicts, and its failure, or
rather the failure of its Member States, to implement its
resolutions.
84. However, the originators of such criticisms seem to
forget that the question of Palestine was the first instance
in the history of the Organization when it failed to imple­
ment its resolutions, Its failure continues and has, in fact,
increased year after year. Most of the criticisms levelled
at the United Nations come from Zionists and Zionist
sympathizers who first deceived the Organization with
regard to the partition resolution, and now want this body
to forget its Charter and its fundamental principles and
further support zionism or pass over the crime in silence.
Israel forgets that the only resolution which it has pur­
ported to accept since 1947 has been General Assembly
resolution 181 (Il) of 29 November 1947, which, under
the influenceof Zionist fraud, recommended the partition
of Palestine, the country of the Palestinian Arab people.
I say purported to accept, because lsrael did not abide
by this resolution, but proceeded to violate it step by step.
It occupied by force the portion of the land of Palestine
which the resolution allocated to the Palestinian State.
Zionism has transformed the resolution into a series of
tragedies in Palestine. including the exodus of hundreds
of thousands of its Palestinian citizens.

85. The Israeli entity continues to reject United Nations
resolutions and operates against their provisions. Itcon­
tinues to practise terrorism, to acquire Arab lands and
to establish Jewish settlements. It continues to arrest,
imprison or detain tens of thousands of Palestinians with­
out charges or trial. It continues to inflict collective
punishments, to dissolve municipal councils and to hatch
conspiracies for the assassination of elected mayors. The
Israeli authorities have had no scruples about launching
armed attacks against the Holy Places and places of
worship or even against schools and universities, closing
them for long periods and banning hundreds of text­
books. Those authorities also use all means of inducing
Zionist settlers to move from the areas occupied by Israel
before 1967 to those territories that fell under Israel mili­
tary occupation after 1967. They also resort to all means
of terrorism to compel the Arab population, which is the
indigenous people, to migrate. Their arbitrary and oppres­
sive measures have reached the stage of depriving the
Palestinian inhabitants of all natural resources and the
means and opportunities of production. The purpose is
to deprive them of the opportunity to live in their homes.

86. The rulers of Israel have not hesitated to declare
their intentions openly with regard to the occupied Arab
territories. They no longer feel any sense of shame and
have discarded the slogan of peace and coexistence which
they have used in the past. They announced the annexa­
tion of Jerusalem in defiance of the will of the Arab and
Islamic world, and, indeed, of the will of the whole of
the international community as expressed by the General
Assembly in resolutions 2253 (ES-V) and 2254 (ES-V)
adopted at its fifth emergency special session. This wa~
also in defiance of the Charter of the United Nations and
of the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of

. Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949.s
Israel's terrorist leaders have not, in their repeated pro­
nouncements, concealed their opinion that the West Bank
and the Gaza Strip are part of what they call Eretz Yisrael
and that they have no intention of relinquishing control
over those territories. They behave as though the country
has no people and the land has no owners. A statement
by a high-ranking Israeli official last August called for
the annexation of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip and
for the granting of Israeli nationality to the Palestinian
population of those territories. He forgot that he could
not erase the Arab character of these people, regardless
of the regulations he promulgates. This reflects the inten­
tions of the Israeli authorities, which they declare on every
pretext-and even without any pretext-and which fur­
ther endanger the situation.
87. It is no secret that they are planning to settle more
than 1,300,000 Zionist immigrants in the West Bank.
They are now even ashamed to state that the intensive
settlement in the West Bank is the best guarantee for
securing permanent colonial settlement and domination
over its Arab population. They are now proceeding to
finalize the establishment of 57 new settlements by 1987,
in addition to all the settlements they have already estab­
lished in violation of all existing international resolu­
tions. Their plan is to bring the number of West Bank
settlements to 165. They are currently constructing hun­
dreds of miles of new roads to connect ail these colonial
settlements.
88. In their multifaceted campaign of terror, the Israeli
authorities spare no effort to compel the Palestinian Arabs
to migrate and to deny them the means of livelihood and
conditions of stability. The population of the West Bank
alone has been reduced from 850,000 to 750,000 in the
past 10 years as a result of the economic, social, political
and police terrorism practised by the Israeli authorities.
They have blocked all work opportunities for the Pales­
tinians except for unskilled labour in Israeli factories and
in the Israeli construction industry. Opportunities for
university graduates or entre~reneurs to stay and work
in their country no longer exist. More than 65 per cent
of the land in the West Bank has already been confiscated.
The Israeli authorities continue to apply pressure both
directly and through their encouragement of the Zionist
settlers to commit the worst acts of terrorism against the
Arabs. This does not include all the acts of terrorism and
political, human and economic crimes intended to crush
the morale of the Palestinians, to increase their despairing
yearning for freedom in their own country and to frus­
trate the exercise of their rights as citizens and as human
beings. Israel has introduced laws in the West Bank and
the Gaza Strip that limit the living opportunities of the
Palestinian citizen and deny him all means of livelihood
and stability. In its issue of 18 August 1983. The Christian
Science Monitor reported that the Israeli authorities have
enacted more than 1,000 laws, regulations and orders in
the West Bank covering all aspects of life of the Arab
population and not limited to security. The newspaper
stated:
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"The legislation ranges from how many eg~plants
a farmer can grow, to how much money an individual
can ?rin& in from Jordan, to myriad rules governing
confiscation of West Bank land for Israeli settlement.

"Palestinians have little say since there are few
checks and balances to legislation by military order.

"Palestinian West Bank municipalities are limited
to local functions. Moreover, they have been cut off
from outside Arab Government or :privatedevelopment
funds by Israeli military orders which sharply limit the
amount of money that can be brought in from Jordan.
Israel currently provides minimal development funds
for Arab towns."'"

89. It seems that the Israeli authorities believe that by
enacting legislation they can confer legitimacy on their
illegal measures. The rulers of Israel are well aware that
these laws are devoid of legality because they are based
on the authority of aggression and occupation. This basis
is illegal and does not confer rights, irrespective of how
many guns and tanks the aggressor possesses.
90. Many regions of the world have experienced foreign
colonial rule in past centuries and decades, but the worst
of these experiences never reached the degree of criminal
behaviour and oppression practised by the Israeli colonial
settlers in Palestine, which commenced at a time when
the era of colonialism had ended in most parts of the
world. This method of colonialism does not merely aim
at exploiting the colonized people, it has striven and con­
tinues to strive relentlessly to annihilate the Palestinian
people and confiscate the whole of their country in broad
daylight and in full view of the General Assembly, the
Security Council and the international community as a
whole. Perhaps the international community has forgot­
ten that the Palestinian people were acknowledged by the
League of Nations to be ready for independence at the
beginning of the British Mandate in 1922, in accordance
with Article 22 of the Covenant of the League of Nations.
Despite the struggle of its people for freedom and inde­
pendence, Palestine was placed under a Category A Man­
date. That category was used for communities that' 'have
reached a stage of development where their existence as
independent nations can be provisionally recognized sub­
ject to the rendering of administrative advice and assist­
ance by a Mandatory until such time as they are able to
stand alone".

Mr. Ali (Singapore), Vice-President, took the Chair.
91. At the time, the Jewish community in Palestine did
not exceed 50,000. Now, after 61 years, the Palestinian
people finds itself under a dreadful Zionist colonial rule,
Imposed on it by immigrants from all parts of the world
who dominate the country and its people. The Palestinian
Arabs, whose country it really is, have bec0l!1e strangers
in their homes and in their own country, denied the exer­
cise of any of their human rights. This oppressi?n, with
its causes and consequences, must end, and right and
justice must prevail as the basis for a just solution.
92. Having explained some of the critical factors involved
in the question of Palestine, I wish to stat.e tha~ this
question is the core of the conflict, the baSIS of insta­
bility and the source of great dangers in the Middle East
region. The Palestinian people is the princip~l party to
the solution of the question of Palestine. This IS a fact
admitted by all. It must be repeated until it is .appro­
priately addressed. The international community has
accepted this fact but Israel and its supPC?rters continue
to ignore it. By doing so, they are deluding themselves
and dragging themselves towards a sombre fate. They are
incapable of assessing the pernicious consequences of

·Quoted In English by the speaker.

such disregard, both in the short and in the long term
despite all the agreements they have concluded and ali
the support they receive, and despite their aggression with
regard to the rights of the Arab people. It is our duty
once again to call attention to the necessity of returning
to the right path, to the principles of right and justice,
and to legitimacy in international conduct, especially with
regard to the pressingquestion of Palestine and the rights
of the Palestinian people. Every delay in this respect will
lead to a further undermining of the precepts of the
United Nations and to a loss of hope that peace and secu­
rity can be restored to the region, and thereby to the
world.
93. We demand of the United Nations, and of the States
which are concerned with maintaining the United Nations
as an instrument and framework for a just and balanced
international order based on just rights and obligations,
that they employ the most effective means to stop the
deterioration of the situation in Palestine and, further­
more, if the Israeli entity persists in rejecting United
Nations resolutions, that they decideon appropriate sanc­
tions against Israel as provided for in the Charter.
94. We wish to remind those gathered here, particularly
those who support 'theIsraeli entity unreservedly, without
considering the serious consequences of so doing, that
justice and right are the only road to permanent peace
and that the repressive measures applied by Israel will
only increase its isolation and its exposure to the greatest
dangers. Right will prevail, howeverlong may be the life
of the oppressive State.
95. Mr. NGUYEN THUONG (Viet Nam) (interpreta­
tion from French): This year, we are discussingthe ques­
tion of Palestine in a particularly tense atmosphere,
fraught with explosive danger as a result of the policy
of intimidation and intervention pursued by the present
United States Administration. My delegation will revert
to the whole problem of the Middle East in due course.
96. With regard to the question of Palestine, the fun­
damental axiom here is that the people of Palestine is
entitled to its own independentnational State. In the vast,
turbulent, irresistible process of the national liberation
of peoples, the people of Palestine has just as much right
as any other to the full enjoyment of that right, if not
more so. A distinguished representative has said: "The
Arab nation of Palestine has givena great deal to human
civilization, includingthe culture oflove, equality, frater­
nity and justice. The history of its people is full of exam­
ples of constant resistance to all kinds of invasions and
occupations of its homeland.With its deep-rooted human­
istic heritage, the people of Palestine is fighting for pea.ce
and justice-a peace that cannot be attained while Its
fundamental national rights are being usurped".
97. Ever since the first resolutions on the .q~estion
were adopted by the United Nations, the decision has
always been that an independent Arab State should be
created in the land of Palestine, then under international
mandate.
98. From a historicalpoint of view, therefore, and from
the point of view of international morality and legality,
the first axiom and the final objective must be the estab­
lishment of this Palestinian national State. To deny t~at
right or oppose it is tantamount to espousing annexation
and colonialism' it is in contradiction with the trends of
our age and is therefore doomed to failure. For the facts
have proved and continue to prove ever more each ,day
that the processof the liberation of peoples is irreversible,
99 However notwithstanding all the efforts that have
be~n made for ~everal decades now, both inside and ~ut­
side the United Nations, the people of Palestine continue
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to be denied their national State, to be exiled from their
homes and to be refugees in their own land. This flagrant
injustice has continued because the State of Israel has
found an ally and protector in the major imperialist
Power. Since the decline of British influence and the take­
over of that influence by the United States, the State of
Israel has constantly escalated aggression and expansion,
combining war with political and diplomatic trickery, in
increasing collusion with the United States. The role of
the present United States Administration is obviously that
of the instigator, the one who draws up the plans and
takes an ever-increasing direct part in the implementation
of the plans, despite official denials meant to deceive the
public.
100. The opposition to the Palestinian national State
and, as a corollary, the refusal to recognize the PLO
derive essentially from the United States Administration.
The piratical attacks against Lebanon, including the
genocide at Sabra and Shatila, and other crimes which
equal the crimes of nazism, the deliberate continuation
of the establishment of Jewish settlements in the occupied
territories, and particularly in the West Bank, the efforts
to undermine the economy and culture of Palestine, the
brutal denial of the most elementary human rights to the
Arab peoples, the changes imposed on the geography,
demography and status of the Holy Places: all these
policies and practices of Israel in defiance of the relevant
resolutions of the United Nations have the green light,
if not the actual blessing of the Government in Washing­
ton. Chairman Arafat, in his speech before the recent
International Conference on the Question of Palestine,
held at Geneva, mentioned no less than eight cases of
actual violations of the peace by that great Power. He
denounced their attempts to exterminate the PLO, their
efforts at division, their pressure exerted-but in vain­
on certain Arab States to make them break away from
the Palestinian cause, the use of the big stick and the
carrot to win support for the United States plan? and
scuttle the Arab peace plan for the Middle East, adopted
at Fez3-in other words, all these attempts to block the
establishment of an independent national Palestinian
State. The PLO is quite right to reject this United States
policy, which actually calls on the Palestinian Arab people
to capitulate to Israel and to renounce its national identity
and its right to an independent State. The Meeting of
Ministers for Foreign Affairs and Heads of Delegation
of Non-Aligned Countries, held in New York from 4 to
7 October 1983, correctly recalled the Political Declara­
tion of the Seventh Conference of Heads of State or
Government of Non-Aligned Countries, held at New
Delhi from 7 to 12 March 1983 [A/38/132 and Corr.l
and 2J annex, sect. 1], which condemned the United States
and called upon the international community to take
appropriate measures not only against Israel, but also
against those countries-foremost among them the United
States-which support and protect it.
101. The international community can bear witness to
the exemplary bravery of the Palestinian fighters in Beirut;
my delegation wishes to express its admiration and respect
for their heroism. They have written the most glorious
pages in the history of the Arab national liberation move­
ment, and all peoples which cherish freedom and justice
are proud of them. They have thwarted the United States­
Israeli plan aimed at decapitating and eliminating the
PLO; their struggle has earned the PLO unprecedented
prestige and mounting support from the international
community. Evidence of this is found, for example, in
the striking success of the International Conference on
the Question of Palestine, held at Geneva, in the face of
all the intrigues against it.

102. The Palestinian people and its vanguard organiza­
tion need, more than ever before, all their forces, united
and in solidarity with the entire Arab nation, in order
to develop and intensify, in unity and with co-ordinated
action, their just struggle until victory is finally achieved.
103. The solution of the question of Palestine is the
essential and inseparable element of a comprehensive set­
tlement by peaceful means of the problem of the Middle
East. The Meeting of Ministers for Foreign Affairs and
Heads of Delegation of Non-Aligned Countries, in which
Viet Nam participated, gave its full support to the Geneva
Declaration on Palestine I adopted at the International
Conference on the Question of Palestine, and called for
its speedy implementation. It reiterated its support for
the struggle of the Palestinian people, under the leader­
ship of the PLO, by all the means at its disposal and
welcomed the determination of that people, expressed by
its leaders at the Conference as follows: "Our valiant
people ... rose angrily and forcefully in a spirit of firm
determination and total unity ... in defence of the future
of their children and their coming generations and their
right to live in dignity and freedom in their free and
independent land".'
104. In connection with multifaceted support for the
struggle of the Palestinian people by all the means at their
disposal, the Meeting urged States "to work for a boy­
cott of Israel in the diplomatic, economic, military and
cultural fields and in the sphere of maritime and air traffic
in accordance with the provisions of Chapter VU of the
Charter of the United Nations". [See A/38/495J annex,
para. 53.1
105. The Geneva Declaration on Palestine set forth the
guiding principles, as an indivisible whole, for the solu­
tion of the question of Palestine. However, my delegation
believes that the touchstone of the seriousness and effec­
tiveness of any settlement plan is the approach to the
crucial question of the creation, as quickly as possible,
of an independent Palestinian State, which requires par­
ticipation by the PLO on an equal footing in the entire
process of negotiation and implementation. No solution
which is not comprehensive and does not incorporate this
essential component can ever be equitable or acceptable.
Objectively speaking, it can only promote United States
and Israeli plots and intrigues and further prolong the
conflict, with all the attendant risks of conflagration.
106. The Arab peace plan for the Middle East, a most
reasonable measure, was supported by the PLO, the
heads of State or Government of non-aligned countries
and all the Arab and Islamic States. That nearly unanim­
ous support of the international community for the Arab
peace plan was also reflected in the Geneva Declaration
on Palestine. It could be the basis of a settlement of the
Middle East problem and of the question of Palestine,
once the United States and Israel realize that their aims
are unrealistic. The most recent Meeting of Ministers for
Foreign Affairs and Heads of Delegation of Non-Aligned
Countries reiterated the conviction that "a just and last­
ing settlement would ensure the right of all States in the
region, including the independent Palestinian State, to
existence within secure and internationally recognized
boundaries" [ibid., para. 56]. That presupposes the uncon­
ditional withdrawal of Israeli troops and administration
from the occupied Arab territories, particularly Palestin­
ian territory.
107. As to the modalities for such a settlement, these
cannot be the monopoly of the United States. The Inter­
national Conference on the Question of Palestine, taking
up an idea put forward by the PLO, called for an inter­
national peace conference on the Middle East under the
auspices of the United Nations, with the participation of
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the PLO on an equal footing with the Soviet Union, the
UnitedStates and other countries concerned. The Meeting
of Ministers for Foreign Affairs and Heads of Delegation
of Non-Aligned Countries supported that approach and
stressed the primary responsibility of the Security Council
concerning appropriate arrangements for guaranteeing
and implementing any agreement resulting from that
international peace conference on the Middle East.
108. In common with the Movement of Non-Aligned
Countries as a whole, the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam
regards the Palestinian cause as its own. It has taken part
in United Nations and other efforts to support the just
struggle of that brother people and to promote the just
solution of this unfortunate problem. Among other
things, a ministerial delegation from my country parti­
cipatedin the work of the recent International Conference
on the Question of Palestine.
109. In his message to the Secretary-General and to the
Chairman of the Committee on the Exercise of the Ina­
lienableRights of the Palestinian People on the occasion
of the recent International Day of Solidarity with the
Palestinian People, the President of the Council of Min­
isters of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam stated that
he "valued that Day as a source of great encouragement
and support for the people of Palestine, which has suf­
fered so much and made so many difficult sacrifices, but
which continues its struggle with courage and determina­
tion against occupation by the Israeli aggressors". He
reiterated the unswerving, resolute support of the people
and the Government of the Socialist Republic of Viet
Nam for the people of Palestine and for its sole legitimate
representative, the PLO, in its just and inevitably vic­
torious struggle for its sacred, fundamental, national
rights, including the right to self-determination, the right
of return and the right to establish its own independent,
sovereign State in Palestine. His message concluded with
these words:

"Today, when the imperialists and the Israelis are
doing their utmost to divide, isolate and weaken the
resistance of the Palestinian people, denying the PLO
its role and imposing solutions detrimental to the inter­
ests of the peoples of Palestine and of other Arab
States, Viet Nam believes that it is more necessary than
everbefore that the forces of peace and justice through­
out the world must strengthen their solidarity with and
support and assistance for the Palestinian people and
other Arab peoples in their struggle against intervention
and aggression in the Middle East by the United States
imperialists, and for the peace, independence and secu­
rity of the nations of the region and of the whole
world."

110. Mr. AL-QASIMI (United Arab Emirates) (interpre­
tation from Arabic): May I at the outset express my
thanks to Mr. Massamba Sarre, Chairman of the Com­
mittee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the
Palestinian People, for the report of the Committee
IA/38/35], which is important, and for his efforts to lead
the Committee to success. I also convey my thanks to
Mr. Victor Gauci, the Committee's Rapporteur, for his
excellent statement on the deliberations and achievements
of the Committee. I cannot fail here to express particular
appreciation to Mrs. Lucille Mair, the Secretary-General
of the International Conference on the Question of
Palestine, which was held at Geneva from 29 August to
7 September of this year. Her continued efforts con­
tributed greatly to the success of that Conference.
111. The consideration of the question of Palestine at
this session is of special significance because it is taking
placeafter the convening of the International Conference
on the Question of Palestine. My Government had, not

only the honour of participating in that Conference, but
also the honour of acting as host to the preparatory
meeting of the member States of the Economic Commis­
sion for Western Asia. Despite the boycott of the Con­
ference by some Western countries, it still succeeded and
achieved its objective: that is, the adoption by 117 States
of the Geneva Declaration on Palestine I and the Pro­
gramme of Action for the Achievement of Palestinian
Rights. I

112. The fact that the Conference was held and was
crowned with success, despite the efforts of some Western
States to derail it, is enough evidence of the interest of
the international community and the peace-loving coun­
tries in the world in the settlement of the question of
Palestine in a just manner, based on enabling the Pales­
tinian people to exercise their inalienable national rights,
including the right to return to their homes, the right to
self-determination, and the right to establish their own
independent State on the soil of Palestine.
113. As a result of the unjust policies of the super­
Powers, the Palestinian people has suffered for years
from displacement, dispersion and genocide, since the
Balfour Declaration to this very day.
114. A colonial Power, namely Great Britain, promised
to give the homeland of that people to the Jews, who were
scattered all over the world, with no regard for the rights
of the Palestinian people. That colonial Power opened
wide the doors of immigration for the Zionist aliens. It
enacted legislation and created the conditions necessary
for them to live in the land of the Palestinian Arabs. It
also armed the Zionists and trained them to use their
weapons against the unarmed Arab citizens. Suddenly,
it shunned its responsibility for the administration of
Palestine, leaving it to the Zionist invaders who were
armed to the teeth.
115. Subsequently, the tragedy was compounded by the
role of the United States, which resorted to every possible
means and pressure to get the General Assembly to par­
tition Palestine and to grant the larger part of it to the
Zionist minority and to establish a so-called State of
Israel, in total disregard of the right of the Arab majority
to self-determination.
116. Israel, dependent on massive United States mili­
tary, financial and diplomatic assistance, continued to
pursue a policy of occupation and expansion until it
occupied all the Palestinian territory. It is now implement­
ing a complete scheme to Judaize the occupied territory
in order to annex it. It is doing so through the confisca­
tion of Arab lands, the establishment of Israeli settle­
ments therein, the imposition of mass sanctions on
Palestinian villages and cities, thus depriving Arab citizens
of their means of livelihood, including the imposition of
curfews for long periods, the banning of meetings, pro­
hibiting the movement of Palestinian leaders from one
city to the other and exiling some of them, the closure
of schools and universities, and the shooting of students.
117. Faced with this tragic reality, it is naive to imagine
that Israel will in future desist from these unjust practices
and from its continuous defiance of the resolutions of
the United Nations. On the contrary, the reality proves
that Israel will continue even more strongly in its chal­
lenge and defiance of international resolutions. Why
should Israel implement those resolutions if it is certain
that a super-Power,' member of the Security Council,
would oppose them? Why should Israel comply with the
international will if it knows in advance that the United
States Administration will always be on its side, even
rewarding it sometimes for its acts of aggression and for
its breach of the Charter and international law?
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118. Was not Israel rewarded recently with military
and strategic co-operation and with the cancellation of
its debts, while its forces are still occupying southern
Lebanon, the West Bank, the Oaza Strip and the Oolan
Heights? Was not Israel rewarded recently through fur­
ther supplies of cluster bombs while the bodies of hun­
dreds of Lebanese and Palestinian men, women and chil­
dren, who were killed as a result of the use of these
bombs, are still decomposing?
119. We call upon the Government of the United States,
as a member of the Security'Council, with responsibility
for the maintenance of international peace and security,
to realize that the question of Palestine cannot be solved
except on the basis of forcing Israel to implement the
resolutions of the United Nations, not by encouraging
and rewarding it for defying those resolutions.
120. The Geneva Declaration on Palestine and the Pro­
gramme of Action for the Achievement of Palestinian
Rights have defined a serious realistic objective and com­
plete approach for the settlement of the question of
Palestine in a durable and just manner.
121. While my country is committed to the letter and
spirit of this approach, it urges the Member States of
the United Nations to accept and adopt this approach
as well. We also call upon reluctant States in the Western
world to be guided in their evaluation of this approach
and their position on it by justice and equality, as well
as by the principles of the Charter and international
norms. This will give them a chance to deal with the
Palestinian people like other peoples and alleviate the
severe injustice which is inflicted on the Palestinian people
as a result of the past support of these countries for Israel,
or their turning a blind eye at its practices against that
people. They would thus help to stop another war, the
consequences of which would not be confined to our
borders but would extend to the rest of the world.
122. Before I conclude, I must express the dismay of
the United Arab Emirates-its President, its Government
and its people-at the fighting between the militant
brothers of the PLO. We sincerely hope that brotherly
feelings will rise above discord and that decisions will be
taken through dialogue and constructive discussion. We
are confident that what has happened is merely a passing
storm, that the organization will be strengthened in unity
and that its work willcontinue until the objectives of inde­
pendence and freedom for the Palestinian people are
achieved.
123. Mr. MOUMIN (Comoros) (interpretation from
French): Thirty-six years have elapsed since Palestine
disappeared from the maps, Palestinian society was dis­
mantled, displaced and dispersed, and the Palestinian
people was scattered among foreign countries.
124. For 36 years, peace- and justice-loving people, the
free countries of this world, individually and collectively,
in regional or world-wide organizations, have sought and
proposed solutions to what has come to be known as the
problem of the Middle East.
125. For 36 years now, we have faced this problem,
36 years of nightmares for the people deprived of their
homeland but also 36 years of difficult and bitter strug­
gle, but an effective and worthwhile one because today
nobody can deny the soundness of the Palestinian claims.
No one can deny the legality under international law of
its claim, nor the legitimacy of its right, to create a Pal­
estinian State of its own, like all other peoples in the
world. The feeling of profound sympathy and fraternal
support which the plight of the Palestinians has aroused
in the other peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America,
in particular, and the great interest shown by those

peoples in a just, comprehensive and lasting solution to
the Palestinian problem by all possible means reflect the
natural and understandable reaction of those peoples
who, themselves, at various times in history have suffered
the vicissitudes and injustices of colonial domination.
126. Although Arabs and Jews have long coexisted in
Palestine, history nevertheless teaches us that one cannot
speak of a Jewish presence in this region before 1260 B.C.
At that time, Moses signed a coexistence pact enabling
the numerous tribes, including the Hebrews, to liveunder
the Egyptian protectorate and to travel freely to a pros­
perous Palestine, itself under Egyptian control. But it was
not only in the Middle East that the Hebrews lived. The
plan of the Marshal of Saxony in 1749 aimed at creating
a Jewish State, of which he would be king, and which
would be established in South America, clearly illustrates
this thesis. With the flourishing of capitalism in the nine­
teenth century and because of the rich artistic, cultural
and economic wealth of the Middle East, that region
aroused envy from all quarters, and the"Jewish State"
of Theodore Herzl in 1897 launched the Zionist political
movement, the goal of which was' 'to create for the Jews
in Arab Palestine a homeland guaranteed by public law".
In the same context, there was also the notorious Balfour
Declaration, named after the British Foreign Secretary
of the time, providing for "the establishment in Palestine
of a national home for the Jewish people".
127. Since that time, Zionists of all types have been
constantly engaging in provocations against the Pales­
tinian people, trying to bring in Jews from all parts
of the world to Palestine. Thus, on 14 May 1948, the
Zionists unilaterally proclaimed "the State of Israel",
while the General Assembly, at its second session, adopted
resolution 181 (Il) of 29 November 1947 on the "parti­
tion of Palestine". That resolution, which provided
for the creation of two States in Palestine, an Arab
State of 11,000 square kilometres and a Jewish State of
14,000 square kilometres, had no basis in law or history
but could be explained solely by the balance of forces,
and hence by the dominant political philosophy of the
time. Of course, the Arab masses denounced that resolu­
tion which they described as null and void.
128. It follows from what I have said that the State of
Israel was born of a combination of circumstances at a
time when the political climate was favourable in a pros­
perous area of its own choosing, in a territory acquired
by a people which, from the very first hours of its life,
thus openly, with the complicity of other States, disre­
garded the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people.
Indeed, "the State of Israel" could have been set up
anywhere-in South America, for example-if the place
in question had offered the attractions and the resources
of the Middle East and its artistic, cultural and economic
wealth. In fact, "the State of Israel" I warmongering
and expansionist by nature, has no territory and, because
of this fact, has no juridical existence because, under
international public law, there can be no State without
territory.
129. What is worse, in defiance of international public
opinion and shrinking from no act of barbarism, the
Zionists, not content with having built a State on the
territory of another people, began driving the Pales­
tinians from their homeland and mounting a series of
acts of increasing atrocity. First of all, they occupied
20,700 square kilometres, then an additional 65,000 square
kilometres of Palestinian land, thus reducing more than
1 million Arabs to the status of refugees. Since then, the~
have never ceased their provocations, deliberate acts of
aggression and massacres without number against aflthe
Arab peoples, particularly the Arab people of Palestme.

a
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The massacres of Sabra and Shatila are too recent for
me to have to remind the Assembly of them.
130. However, from the very first hours of occupa­
tion, the Palestinian masses rose up against the invader
and used every method of opposing him. Enjoying the
support of the other Arab peoples, and that of the whole
world, they acquired the necessary means successfully
to wage a resistance struggle by establishing the PLO
in 1964 and launching their just armed struggle for
national liberation. The united Palestinian resistance
has gone from victory to victory, sweeping away the
obstacles in its path, holding aloft the torch of justi­
fied armed struggle for national liberation. It has foiled
all the plots and eluded all the traps set by various
parties and has concentrated all its efforts on fighting
the enemy.
131. All these victories to the credit of the PLO, the
sole legitimate representative of the Palestinian people,
were won thanks to the determination of all concerned
and particularly to the unity of the Palestinians and
their unfailing solidarity as embodied in the PLO. This
is all the more important in that it constitutes an enor­
mous source of encouragement for all Palestinian mili­
tantsand fighters and even for all those who are fighting
for any such just cause as the defence of territorial
integrity or the self-determination of a people. Hence,
the vital interest of the Comoros in the cohesiveness
and vigilance of the PLO in the face of the enemy.
If it is true that we cannot conceive of a just and last­
ing peace in the Middle East without a solution of
the Palestinian problem, it is equally true that no last­
ing solution can be brought about without a united,
strong PLO. That is why the Comoros is worried that
internalproblems within that organization may be weak­
ening it, thus playing into the hands of the enemy by
diverting the PLO from its immediate concerns at a
time when it should be closing ranks and bringing to
bear all its resources in the right direction.
132. But we believe in the militant capacity of the
PLO to resolve its own problems in a proper way and
to strengthen its resistance. The PLO bears a historic
responsibility in the national liberation struggle, to
which it must give priority over all other considera­
tions. To this end, we call on the Palestinian fighters
to closeranks and to work together actively and rapidly
for the solution of what we believe to be the kind of
internal difference that is not insuperable and that is
inherent in any military organization such as the PLO.
133. The Twelfth Arab Summit Conference, held at Fez,
proposed, on 9 September 1982, a peace plan.' which
constitutes an excellent and important basis for nego­
tiations with a view to bringing about a complete and
lasting peace in the Middle East. This plan contains
the most realistic solution to the general problem of
the Middle East and constitutes the most fundamental
and best contribution to peace in recent times. It takes
a comprehensive view of the whole problem in all its
aspects and of all the data. This plan could be clari­
fied and complemented by the Geneva Declaration on
Palestine! and the Programme of Action for the Achieve­
~ent of Palestinian Rights,' adopted by the Interna­
tional Conference on the Question of Palestine, held
at Geneva from 29 August to 7 September 1983.
134. I should like to take this opportunity to state
that my country fully endorses those Conference docu­
ments, which are a logical extension of the Arab peace
plan,which the European Council declared on 22 March
1983 were a step towards peace in the Middle East [see
A/38/124]. These documents are entirely compatible with
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the recommendations of the Committee on the Exercise
of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People. That
is why my country is in favour of the establishment of
a united front on these proposals, so that they may be
put into effect to make Israel give way and to end this
conflict, the prolongation of which has turned some.
people into sceptics.
135. Mr. VONGSAY (Lao People's Democratic Repub­
lic) tinterpretation from French): The question of Pales­
tine, which has been before the United Nations since
1947, by virtue of the passions which it arouses and the
complications it generates year after year, seems to be
still far from being resolved. Each time it comes before
the General Assemblyit ispreceded by some grave event.
Last year, when it was being dealt with at the thirty­
seventh session, the international community was still
recovering from the shock of the terrible massacre of
defencelessPalestinian refugees in the Sabra and Shatila
camps, at Beirut. This year weare considering the matter
at a time when the situation in the Middle East remains
explosive. Lebanon, which is still under Israeli occupa­
tion, is now the objectof directUnited States intervention
under coverof theso-called' 'multinational peace-keeping
force", and the Palestinian refugees in that country con­
tinue to fall to the bullets of the aggressors, or to be the
innocent victims of fratricidal fighting.
136. In the occupied Palestinian territories, while the
establishment of settlements is proceeding at full speed,
in violation of international law and relevant United
Nations decisions on the matter, the Arab population
continues to suffer acts of violence of all kinds at the
hands of the Zionist settlers and the Israeli military
authorities. The Committee on the Exercise of the In­
alienable Rights of the Palestinian People, in its report
[A/38/35],gives a figureof 153 Israelisettlementsillegally
established in the West Bank and in East Jerusalem by
the end of 1982. It also states that the Israeli Government
approved, on 16January this year, the establishment of
four new settlements in the occupied West Bank. The
number of inhabitants of these settlements had risen to
140,000 in 1982 and Israel intends to settle400,000 people
from other countries in the settlements in the next five
years and 1.4 million Jewsin the next 30 years. It is clear
that Israel intends to alter the demographic composition
and disrupt the geographic, economic and social unity
of the occupied Arab territories.
137. This policyhas given rise to discontent among the
Arabs, who havebeen demonstrating increasinglyagainst
the occupation. This has led to reprisals on the part of
the occupying authorities. Mass arrests, torture, the
closing of Arab universities and schools, the deportation
or forced transfer of the indigenous population from the
West Bank and the Gaza Strip, the dismissal of demo­
cratically elected local officials, the destruction of Arab
houses, and so on, are everyday events.
138. It is clear that these barbarous practices have con­
tributed to poisoning feelings and thus aggravating the
situation to the point of seriously threatening interna­
tional peace and security.
139. If Israel has dared in this way to violate interna­
tionallaw and United Nations decisions with impunity, it .
has done so because it knows it can count on the protec­
tion of the United States Administration. This protection
has manifested itself in the United States veto in the Secu­
rity Council whenever the Council has tried to impose
sanctions against Israel. Worse still, after each sinister
exploit of the Tel AvivGovernment against the Palestin­
ians or Arab countries, Washington has increased its
economicand militaryaid to Israel. This is not surprising,
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because through its "strategic co-operation", as it is
called, Washington has made Israel the spearhead of its
imperialist policy in the strategic region of the Middle
East.
140. The international community, increasingly con­
cerned at this steadily worsening situation, has from the
outset sought the means for a settlement. It has recog­
nized that the question of Palestine is the core of the
Arab-Israeli conflict. In fact, this question involves the
following facts. First, the Palestinians were driven from
their homes and their lands, which have been occupied
by the Israelis. Secondly, almost the entire Palestinian
nation has been forced to live in exile, and those of them
that liveunder Israeli occupation have to suffer all kinds
of extortion, harassment and degrading and inhuman
treatment designed, in the last analysis, to drive them out
of their homes. Thirdly, the Palestinian people are denied
their most fundamental and inalienable rights, particularly
the right of return and the right to self-determination,
to independence and to national sovereignty. Fourthly,
all the States of the region desire to live in safety and
independence.
141. Consequently, any just and lasting settlement of
the Question of Palestine, and accordingly of the Middle
East conflict, must take account of all those facts.
142. The Soviet Union has proposed a plan for a settle­
ment ' based on the following points: the withdrawal by
Israel from all the Arab territories occupied by it since
1967, including Jerusalem; the exercise by the Palestinian
people, under the leadership of the PLO, its sole legitim­
ate representative, of its inalienable fundamental rights,
including the right to establish an independent Palestinian
State in Palestine; the participation of the PLO in any
discussion of a settlement of the question of Palestine and
of the Middle East, on an equal footing with the other
interested parties; the right of all States of the region to
live in safety within secure and internationally recognized
boundaries; the ending of the state of war and the estab­
lishment of peace between the Arab States and Israel; and
the drafting and adoption of international guarantees for
a peaceful settlement.
143. The Twelfth Arab Summit Conference, held at
Fez, also adopted an Arab peace plan- similar to the
preceding plan, which was endorsed by the International
Conference on the Question of Palestine, held at Geneva
from 29 August to 7 September this year. This plan
emphasizes in particular the need to end the establishment
of settlements, which constitute a major obstacle to peace
in the Middle East, and the importance of not recognizing
the changes made in the character and status of the Holy
City of Jerusalem.
144. Moreover, in order to put into effect the principles
outlined in the Arab peace plan, the International Con­
ference on the Question of Palestine considered that it
was essential to convene an international peace conference
on the Middle East, under United Nations auspices, in
order to arrive at a comprehensive, just and lasting set­
tlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict, a conference in which
all the parties to the conflict would participate on an equal
footing, including the PLO, as well as the United States,

. the Soviet Union and the other States concerned.
145. The Geneva Declaration on Palestine 1 and the
Programme of Action for the Achievement of Palestinian
Rights I contain some very positive and realistic prin­
ciples which could well lead to a just and lasting solution
of the Palestinian problem. These principles have already
been endorsed by the PLO; but that organization has also
declared that in its struggle for the attainment of its
inalienable and fundamental national rights it holds an
olive branch in one hand and a gun in the other. Which-

ever of those two the PLO has to use for that purpose
it will in any event be able to count on the unfailing
support of my country.
146. Mr. LUNDVIK (Sweden): Three months ago the
International Conference on the Question of Pale~tine
took place at Geneva. Sweden was represented at that
Conference in spite of reservations with regard to the
manner in which the decision to hold the Conference was
taken by the General Assembly in its resolution 36/120 C.
The outcome was favourably received by my Govern­
ment, which views the Geneva Declaration on Palestine1

adopted by the Conference as an encouraging step towards
responsible and realistic treatment by the Assembly of
the question of Palestine. The United Nations provides
the appropriate machinery in the search for a solution
to this problem. The Assembly can make a constructive
contribution to this effort if its pronouncements are
balanced and realistic.
147. The Geneva Declaration on Palestine identifies a
set of guidelines for international efforts to resolve the
conflict. We find that these guidelines represent, in
essence, the principles that Sweden has advocated as a
suitable and realistic basis for a comprehensive, just and
lasting solution. Allow me to elaborate this point a little
further.
148. Sweden bases its position on Security Council reso­
lutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973). My Government's
understanding of the essential thrust of these resolutions
is that, as a result of negotiations. Israel would withdraw
from the territories occupied in 1967. Israel's neighbours
and other States in the region would give full recognition
to Israel's right to live in peace within secure and recog­
nized boundaries. These basic elements are reflected in
the Declaration's guidelines.
149. Absent from resolutions 242 (1967) and 338(1973)
is an explicit reference to the rights of the Palestinians
as a people. They are referred to as refugees and, one
must assume, indirectly as one of the "parties concerned"
mentioned in resolution 338 (1973). In the view of my
Government, both justice and political realism demand
that the right to self-determination of the Palestinian
people-including their right to a State of their own­
should be recognized as a fundamental premise for
negotiations towards a comprehensive settlement of the
conflict.
150. The Declaration identifies the rights of the Pales­
tinian people in a manner we find to be consistent with
our own view.
151. In the period since the International Conference
on the Question of Palestine took place, the situation of
the Palestinian people and the prospects for the eventual
realization of Palestinian national aspirations have suf­
fered severe setbacks. The continued Israeli policy of ille­
gal settlements and various repressive measures directed
against the Palestinian population in the West Bank and
the Gaza Strip give rise to grave concern and must be
condemned by the international community. In the occu­
pied territories, Israeli actions have continued to disrupt
the political structures that had developed. The primary
aim of such actions is apparently to eliminate the PLO
as the leading political force. Those Israeli attempts have
certainly been helped by developments in Syrian-controlled
parts of Lebanon in recent months. Conflicts within the
PLO are exploited by other parties and threaten to elim­
inate the PLO as an independent organization.
152. My Government regards such policies as harmful
to the prospects for a lasting peace in the region. The
national aspirations of the Palestinian people cannot be
stifled.

•



81st meeting-2 December 1983-­It purpOse
~ unfailing

hs ago, the
f Palestine
ted atthat
tard tdthe
'erencewas
136/120C
iy Govern:
I Palestine I
tep tOWij'ds
sseI11bly of
1S provides
a solution

onstructive
ements are

identifies a
resolve the
present, in
ocated as a
{e, just and
iointalittle

ouncil reso­
vernment's
resolutions
d withdraw
neighbours
recognition
:and re~o¥.
reflected In

i 338 (1973)
Jalestinians
es and.one
concerned"
view of my
srn demand
Palestinian
heir own­
iremlse for
ment of the

,fthe Pale­
sistent with

Conference
situation of
:he eventual
1S have sut­
olicy ofllle·
res directed
ItBank and
nd must be
Inthe oCcU'
d todisrupt
"he prilnai'Y
:te the P~O
temptsh~ve
n-controlled
s within t~e
.ten to eliW'
ion, ' ,,"
,as harJllf~1
region, The
e cannot be

153 For any settlement of the conflict to be lasting, it
mu~t have the support of the Palestinian people. Such
support will not be forthcoming unless the Palestinians
participate in negotiations leading up to a solution and
unless their representatives at such negotiations are gen­
erally recognized and supported by the Palestiniansthem­
selves. In our opinion, the PLO enjoys the kind of
support needed for that role. Recent manifestations
among the Palestinians in the region have underscored
the support still enjoyed by the PLO and its political
leadership. We believe that the PLO will continue to
enjoy such support, as long as it is seen to represent no
other interests than those of the Palestinian people.
154. Fratricidal fighting by Palestinians and indiscrim­
inate shelling-reportedly also by Syrian artillery-have
inflicted a new wave of suffering and misery on the
Palestinian refugees in northern Lebanon and on the
Lebanese population of that area. The safety of civilians,
Palestinian as well as Lebanese, seemsto have been given
very little consideration by any of the parties to the
fighting. TheSyrianArab Republic cannot escaperespon­
sibility for the welfare of the civilians living in areas
under Syriancontrol. In the past, when it was Israel that
resorted to indiscriminatebombing and shelling of Beirut
andotherpopulated centres, my Governmentcondemned
such acts. Similaracts in Tripoli and its surroundingareas
must similarly be condemned, whether they are perpe­
trated by Palestinians or by Syrians.
155. Theefforts by the Red Cross, by UNRWA and by
other organizations to bring assistance to the afflicted
civilian population of the Tripoli area deserveall possible
support.
156. A cause for concern continues to be the situation
of Palestinian refugees in southern Lebanon. Deprived
of adequate protection, civilians in and outside the
refugee camps have been subjected to numerous instances
of harassment and intimidation. Responsibility for the
safety of these people rests for the moment with Israel
as the occupying Power.
157. When the withdrawal of foreign troops from Leb­
anon takes place, the responsibility for the protection of
civilians will be assumed by the Government of Lebanon.
Should the Government of Lebanon seek assistance in
order to fulfil its obligations in this regard, the interna­
tional communityshould, in the viewof myGovernment,
consider it its duty to render such assistance as may be
possible.
158. There is broad international consensusconcerning
the elements that must form the foundation of any lasting
solution to the conflict in the MiddleEast. Mutual recog­
nition by Israelis and Palestinians of the national rights
of the other party is a prerequisite for such a solution.
Theterms of a settlement can be defined only in negotia­
tions withthe direct participation of the principal parties,
including Israel and the PLO, as well as those Arab States
which are directly affected. The strategic realities of the
region makeit indispensable that the major Powersshould
also be party to such negotiations. The Geneva Declara­
tion on Palestine recognizes this fact in its call for an
international peace conference on the Middle East with
theparticipation of the parties, the two super-Powers and
other Statesconcerned. My Government believes that the
holding of such a conference would be in the real interest
of the parties concerned.
159.. Mr. ROA KOURI (Cuba) (interpretation from
Sp,omsh): Rarelyhas history witnessed a more abominable
c.n~e than that which was perpetrated against the Pales­
tinian people in their own homeland by Israeli Zionists.
160: As a consequence of the expansionist and exclusivist
polIcy of Israel, the Palestinian nation has been deprived
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of its ancestral lands, persecuted, compelled to seek
refuge in neighbouring countries and deprived of the
exerciseof its inalienable rights. It has been converted,
in short, into a wandering nation.
161. Hence, the justice of the Palestinian people's his­
toric struggle, the reason behind their rejection of any
allegedsolution which does not fulfil their right to self­
determination, to return to their homes and to establish
their own State in Palestine-no more, but no less.
162. It has beenstated onmany occasions that the ques­
tion of Palestine is the core of the Middle East problem
and, indeed, that isso. Therefore, it is not possibleeither
to conceive of or to achieve a solution in that region
without also solving the Palestinian problem.
163. In the three decades that have elapsed since the
partition of Palestine and the establishment of the Jewish
State, Israel has, graduallyand illegally, annexed almost
the entire territory and occupied by force other Arab
territories, includingthe Holy City of Jerusalem, which
it attempts to turn into its capital.
164. In flagrantviolation of United Nationsresolutions,
Israel continues to expand its illegal settlements in the
occupied territories in the West Bank of the Jordan and
Gaza, while it adopts measures to alter drastically the
demographic, cultural, social and geographical charac­
teristics of those territories.
165. Its policy of aggression extends to the SyrianGolan
Heights, which it has also occupied, and to southern
Lebanon, where it keepsits troops and its camps to this
day, after the criminal invasionending in the massacres
of Sabra and ShatiIa.
166. All that is madepossible solelyand exclusively by
the military, economic and political support afforded
Israel by the United States-support that became a
"strategic alliance" after the assumption of office by
Mr. Ronald Reagan, along with a smalI group of reac­
tionary adventurers who today govern the destiny of the
most important imperialist Power.
167. That is nothing less than an attempt to make a
reality of the old Zionist dream-the creation of Eretz
Yisrael, an intolerant, exclusivist, anti-Arab entity-with
the money and arms provided by North American tax­
payers, while UncleSam manipulates its puppets in the
region in quest of the strategicand economic objectives
of a so-called "peace" which would serve only its own
interests in the Middle East.
168. This unholy alliance, which is clearly directed
against the Arab peoples,especially against the Palestin­
ian revolution, was strengthened by the recent visit of
Minister Shamir to Washington and theagreements arrived
at, while at the same time Lebanon has been pressured
to join in the surrender and the separate peace with the
Israeli occupiers.
169. Weare fully familiar with the positionof the over­
whelming majorityof MemberStateson this subject. The
recommendations of the Committee on the Exercise of
the InalienableRights of the Palestinian People concern­
ing the achievement of a comprehensive, just and lasting
solution of the problem of the Middle East, which are
endorsed by the General Assembly, and the outcome of
the International Conference on the Question of Pales­
tine, held this year at Geneva, constitute a clear-cut,
unequivocal mandate for the international community.
There is also greatclarityinthe resolutions and statements
adopted in this connection by the SeventhConference of
Headsof Stateor Government of Non-Aligned Countries,
held at New Delhi in March 1983, the meeting of the
ParliamentaryAssociation for Euro-Arab Co-operation,
held at The Hague, the International Conference on the
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Alliance between South Africa and Israel, held at Vienna
in July 1983, the Second World Conference to Combat
Racism and Racial Discrimination, held at Geneva in
August 1983, and regional seminars working on various
aspects of the Palestinian question, held in Asia, Africa,
Europe and Latin America before the International Con­
ference on the Question of Palestine took place.
170. Cuba, which took part in most of these events and
which has always affirmed its unswerving solidarity with
the Palestinian people in their just cause, also endorses
the draft resolutions submitted-to the Assembly for con­
sideration, and we particularly support the holding of an
international peace conference on the Middle East with
the participation of all the parties to the Arab-Israeli
conflict, including the PLO and the United States of
America, the Soviet Union and other States concerned,
on an equal footing and with equal rights.
171. This conference, which will have to take place
under the auspices of the United Nations, must be based,
inter alia, on the following guidelines established in the
Geneva Declaration on Palestine, I adopted at the Inter­
national Conference on the Question of Palestine: the
attainment by the Palestinian people of its legitimate ina­
lienable rights, including the right to return, the right to
self-determination and the right to establish its own inde­
pendent State in Palestine; the right of the PLO, the sole
legitimate representative of the Palestinian people, to
participate on an equal footing with other parties in all
efforts, deliberations and conferences on the Middle East;
and the need to put an end to Israel's occupation of the
Arab territories, in accordance with the principle of the
inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory by force,
and, consequently, the need to secure Israeli withdrawal
from the territories occupied since 1967, including Jeru­
salem. This, together with opposition to and rejection of
Israeli policies and practices in the occupied territories
and recognition of the need to declare null and void all
legislative and administrative measures taken by the Zion­
ist State, will make it possible to achieve once and for
all the comprehensive, just and lasting solution to which
we, the peoples of the United Nations, aspire.
172. Cuba wishes the General Assembly and the Secu­
rity Council to apply the measures provided for in the
Charter of the United Nations so that Israel and its
"strategic allies" have to abide by their resolutions and
cease illegal and aggressive action in the Middle East.
173. Finally, we appeal to all our Arab friends and to
the PLO firmly to consolidate their unity and turn all their
weapons against the common enemies, zionism and impe­
rialism, which are preparing to strike a new blow against
the Arab peoples.
174. In the absence of Mr. Massamba Sarre, Chairman
of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable
Rights of the Palestinian People, and in my capacity as
acting Chairman of that Committee I should like now
to introduce to the Assembly draft resolutions A/38/L.36
to LAD, on the question of Palestine.
175. Draft resolutions A/38/L.36 and L,37 are similar
in essence to resolutions adopted earlier by the General
Assembly.
176. In connection with draft resolution A/38/L.3?, I
might add that subparagraphs 3 (a) and (b) emphasize
contacts with the mass media and non-governmental
organizations. The need for this was especially stressed
at the meeting of the Committee held on 28 November,
at which a request was made that the Division for Pales­
tinian Rights of the Secretariat arrange symposia and
meetings for these non-governmental organizations.
177. Draft resolution A/38/L.38 is based on the Pro­
gramme of Action for the Achievement of Palestinian

Rights, I adopted by consensus at the International Con­
ference on the Question of Palestine. I believe that the
importance of finding a comprehensive solution to the
problem of Palestine without delay is something on which
we all agree. All attempts to find a partial solution to
this difficult problem or one outside the framework of
the United Nations have failed and are doomed to failure
in the future. The fact that the proposal to hold an inter­
national peace conference was accepted by consensus at
the International Conference on the Question of Palestine
reflects the sense of urgency attributed by the interna­
tional community to this question. We therefore hope
that the Assembly will give this draft resolution similar
support.
178. Draft resolution A/38/L.39 is also related to the
action taken by the 1nternational Conference on the Ques­
tion of Palestine. A similar draft resolution, contained
in document A/C.2138/L.24/Rev.I, has already been
adopted by the Second Committee, at its 39th meeting,
by an overwhelming majority of 131 votes in favour and
only 2 against. The text that we are now submitting to
the Assembly for consideration contains only one element
that was not in the draft resolution. It gives us guidelines
which we believe must be borne in mind.
179. In draft resolution A/38/L.40, which is also based
on the Programme of Action, the Department of Public
Information of the Secretariat is asked to give greater
attention to this most important question, the question
of Palestine.
180. With these brief comments, I hereby submit to the
Assembly draft resolutions A/38/L.36 to L.40. I believe
that the adoption of these draft resolutions would be a
contribution to the quest for peace, stability and co­
operation in the Middle East.
181. It is hardly necessary to repeat that the United
Nations, in keeping with its Charter, has the imperative
duty and responsibility to help re-establish peace in the
region. I hope that Member States will be able to give
almost unanimous support to these draft resolutions.
182. Mr. BLAIN (Gambia): May I first pay a well­
deserved tribute to the outstanding work carried out over
the past year by the Committee on the Exercise of the
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, under the
distinguished Chairmanship of my friend and brother,
Mr. Massamba Sarre, of Senegal. The dedication and
commitment of the members of this important Commit­
tee are fully attested to by the report [A/38/35] submitted
to the General Assembly.
183. The question of Palestine rightly remains one of
the most serious preoccupations of the international com­
munity at large and the United Nations in particular.
Although the ramifications of this issue are of consider­
able complexity, the core of the problem is devastating
in its simplicity. At issue here is the continued denial by
Israel of the fundamental and inalienable rights of the
Palestinian people to self-determination and national
independence.
184. Today, a total of 2.5 million Palestinians, repre­
senting more than 60 per cent of the overall Palestinian
population, have been reduced to the status of refugees.
Driven from the land of their birth and dispersed through­
out a dozen Middle Eastern and other countries, an entire
generation of Palestinians has grown up in refugeecamps,
which remain an enduring symbol of the Palestinian expe­
rience. The brutal genocidal massacres in the Sabra and
Shatila camps last September thus epitomized the immense
human tragedy inherent in the question of Palestine.
185. There is a broad international consensus on the
unacceptability of this state of affairs. This consensus
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has been unequivocally expressed in the successive reso­
lutions adopted by the Assembly and other competent
United Nations bodies, reaffirming the inalienable rights
of the Palestinian people and denouncing the policies and
practices of Israel. The authorities of Tel Aviv, however,
have defiantly ignored these repeated pronouncements
and have instead relentlessly pursued their systematic
efforts to destroy the Palestinian identity.
186. Inhabited by a little over 1 million Palestinians,
the occupied West Bank and the Gaza Strip represent the
last vestiges of the Palestinian Arab State provided for
by the General Assembly under its fateful resolution 181
(11)of 29 November 1947.Today, the international com­
munity is witnessing the final manoeuvres of a strategy
aimed at the total absorption of these territories into a
so-called "Greater Israel".
187. Already, jurisdiction over these territories has been
transferred from the original Military Governor to a new
Civil Administrator. In official Israeli pronouncements,
moreover, these territories are now referred to as Judaea
and Samaria, which, it is claimed, formed an integral part
of the Biblical Eretz Yisrael. My delegation does not
intend to dignify such spurious claims to territory by dis­
cussing them in any detail. It must, however, be cate­
gorically affirmed that this annexationist policy is in
flagrant violation of the cardinal principle regarding the
non-acquisition of territory by force.
188. With cynical brutality, Israel has attempted literally
to terrorize the Palestinian inhabitants of the West Bank
and the Gaza Strip into submitting to the annexation of
their homeland. All sectors of the Arab population thus
remain subjected to a systematic campaign of harassment
and intimidation, under which even innocuous gestures
of protest have met with the most violent repression. The
Israeli armed forces have been routinely deployed to sup­
press Palestinian student demonstrations, with the result
that during the past two years more than 40 Arab students
have been killed while over 100 have been wounded m
such confrontations.
189. This campaign of repression, intended to stamp
out any vestiges of Palestinian nationalism i.nthe occupied
territories, has been especially directed against the leader­
ship of the Palestinian community. T.he las~ two years
have thus witnessed the summary dissolution by the
occupying authorities of the overwhelming majority of
Palestinian town councils. As a result, Bethlehem IS today
the only major city in the West Bank still administered
by its originally elected municipality.
190. At the same time, the f7o?omy of the occupied ter­
ritories is being strangled by similarly repreSSIve. me!'-sures.
The monopoly of Israeli banks in t.hese te.rntones has
ensured that credit facilities are routinely withheld fr~m
Palestinian businesses. Over the last year, the sIt1.!atI??
has been aggravated by the imposition of a~ Israeh mili­
tary decree prohibiting remittances of foreign curre1?-cy
to these territories. In the agricultural sector, m~anwhile,
Palestinian farmers are even denied access to VItal wate~
resources through the systematic refusal by the ~sr~eh
authorities to issue the necessary permits for digging
wells. The cumulative impact of these v~r~ous meas~res
has driven an increasing number of Palestinian enterP!IS~S
out of business, resulting in the progressive proletariani­
zation of the Palestinian population. Indeed, a significant
proportion of the Palestinian population IS now com­
pelled to migrate to Israel in search of employment.
191. The linchpin of Israel's a~nexatio~st strategy
remains the illegal settlements policy, WhICh has been
universally denounced. Suggesting a p~rely temporary
abode, the term settlement is in itself a misnomer. It c9n­
ceals the real nature of the urban developments WhICh

Israel has constructed in the occupied territories, on lands
expropriated from the indigenous Palestinian population.
These are, in fact, towns to which the settlers are then
lured by a generous package of concessionary housing
loans, grants and subsidies. In the time-honoured tradi­
tion of colonialism, the policy is designed to swamp the
indigenous Arab population with Jewish settlers.
192. In practice, these settlers have tended to develop
an aggressive "frontier mentality", reminiscent of the
Wild West. Permitted by the occupation authorities to
carry weapons, settlers have established paramilitary vigi­
lante groups which have played a leading role in the
harassment and intimidation of unarmed Palestinian vil­
lagers, who have been kidnapped, assaulted and often
murdered with total impunity. On several occasions, these
brutal outrages have been tinged with the ugly overtones
of racism and religious intolerance. In April 1982, the
international community in general and the Muslim world
in particular reacted with horror and outrage to the mur­
derous and sacrilegious attack on worshippers at the holy
Al-Aqsa Mosque at Jerusalem, by the settler Alan Harry
Goodman. A little over a year later, a brutal machine­
gun attack upon the Hebron Islamic College killed three
students and injured a total of 33 others, arousing uni­
versal condemnation.
193. The combined force of these repressive measures
has, however, failed to extinguish the flame of Palestinian
nationalism. Even in the face of such oppressive adver­
sity, the Palestinian population has remained resolutely
committed to the goal of a free and independent Pales­
tine. These hopes and aspirations have found organiza­
tional expression in the PLO which remains the sole
legitimate representative of the Palestinian people. I wish
at this point to reaffirm the unqualified support of the
Government and people of the Gambia for the heroic
struggle being waged by the Palestinian people under the
leadership of the PLO.
194. It is perhaps axiomatic to observe that th.e question
of Palestine lies at the heart of the wider MIddle East
conflict for the continued denial of the legitimate rights
of the P~estinian people has had the gravest consequen~es
for internationalpeace and security in the region, WhICh
is permanently endangered by Israel's aggressive and
expansionist tendencies.
195. Today, Israel continues to occupy by forc~ va~t
areas of the sovereign Republic of Lebanon WhICh It
overran during its criminal invasion ~f t~at S~at~ over
a year ago. At the same time, it has maintained Its Illegal
occupation of Jerusalem, as well as of the Syrian Golan
Heights, in stubborn defia~ce of the repea~ed appeals of
the international community. My delegation conde1!lOs
these flagrant violations of the Charter of the United
Nations and of international law.
196. It is imperative that the long-standing question of
Palestine be resolved promptly. The esse?ce of a solution
will, of necessity, involve.tpe full exe~cls~ by the ~ales­
tinian people of their legitimate .and inalienable rights.
In this connection my delegation considers that the
Geneva Dec1aratio~ on Palestine I and th~ ~rogr~mm~
of Action for the Achievement of Palestinian RIg~tS
adopted by the International Conference on the Question
of Palestine, held at Geneva from 2? August to 7 Septem­
ber this year, provide the appropnate framework for a
just and lasting settlement. .
197. Mr. PRADHAN (Bhutan): Let me begin by con­
veying the heartfelt condolences of the Bhutanese dele­
gation to the bereaved family of Mr. Bernardo Z~leta.
Under-Secretary-General and Special Representative ~f
the Secretary-General for the Law of the Sea. Mr. Zuleta s
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valuable contribution to the international community will
be long remembered.
198. The overwhelming majority of t~e international
community has recognized that the quest!on of Palestll~e
lies at the heart of the problem in the Middle East. This
question has been the focl;ls of o.urattention ~or over ~hree
decades almost sincethe inception of the United Nations.
Although we have debated this question for so long, a
solution to the problem continues to elude u~ ~nd the just
and legitimate aspirations of the Palestinian people
remain unfulfilled.
199. We are again considering the question of Palestine,
but at a particularly critical juncture-a time when devel­
opments are taking place rapidly and many uncertamt~es

exist as to what the immediate future holds for Palestll'~­

ians. We continue to observe with great concern the.split
within the Palestinian leadership and the recent factional
fighting. This development has been very l;1nfortuna~e .and
is a definite set-back to the cause for which Palestinians
have been struggling. My delegation hopes that unity will
soon prevail within the ran~~ of the PLO, whi~h we have
recognized as the sole legitimate representative of the
Palestinian people. In this respect, we appreciate the
efforts being made by some of the Arab States and the
Movement of Non-Aligned Countries to assist and help
the PLO to mend its own fences.
200. Despite the developments that are taking place, !he
international community cannot losesight of the suffering
of the Palestinian people and their displacement from
their homeland. Serious international efforts must be
made, now more than ever, so that their inalienable rights
-to self-determination, to return to their homes and
properties and to establish a sovereign, independent State
-are achieved and not diluted in any manner. In order
to accomplish this, Israel has been constantly called upon
by the international community to relinquish its hold over
all Palestinian and Arab territories, including Jerusalem,
which it has occupied since the 1967 war. The peaceful
coexistence of all States in the area can be achieved only
if the problem of Palestinian statehood is resolved. The
use of force to settle disputes and acquire territories will
only embroil Israel in one conflict after another with its
Arab neighbours.
201. Just recently, in August and September, the Inter­
national Conference on the Question of Palestine was
held at Geneva. Though several members of the interna­
tional community were unable to participate, there was
still an overwhelming number of direct participants and
many observers. The Conference, after thoroughly debat­
ing and examining all the issues in respect of the question
of Palestine, adopted the Geneva Declaration on Pales­
tine I by acclamation. In that Declaration, among other
things, Israel was once again explicitly' called upon to
withdraw from all occupied territories and thereby permit
the Palestinian people to exercise their right to self­
determination and to establish a sovereign State of Pal­
estine. We must also recognize the right of the PLO to
participate fully and on an equal footing in all negotia­
tions or discussionson the question of Palestine. My dele-

.gation believes that that right must be fully respected and
realized, otherwise the genuine and legitimate interests
of the Palestinians may be seriously jeopardized.
202. In conclusion, my delegation is of the view that,
in order to permit the Palestinian people to achieve their
inalienable rights, all the parties concerned must resort
to peaceful solutions and be flexible and accommodating
in their demands. Rigid positions, even though they may
seem very justifiable, can only obstruct negotiations
towards a lasting solution of the Palestinian problem.

203. Mr. AL-QAYSI (Iraq) (interpretation from Arabic):
For 36 years now, the world has been witnessing, with
pain and sorrow, the terrible tragedy visited upon the
Palestinian people, which h~ caused them to go into exile
after their homeland and their possessions were plundered
and a foreign State established itself on their land. This
tragedy has become increasingly acute year after year and
has become an international problem included in the
agenda of the General Assembly at every session. The
Security Council has also dealt with this question from
time to time. Special sessions and special conferences have
been held on the question of Palestine as well.
204. Nevertheless, Israel continues with impunity to
practise its policies of murder, oppression, terror and
racial discrimination to eliminate the very identity of the
Palestinian people and root out those Palestinians who
remain, all that are left of a people that have lost every­
thing except their lives, over which hovers the constant
threat of extinction at the hands of zionism. Zionism per­
secutes the exiles in its midst wherever they can be found
in a campaign of genocide and plots against their institu­
tions in an odious way never before seen in human his­
tory. Yet the international community has failed to find
a comprehensive and just solution to save the Palestinian
people and repel the continuing Israeli aggression against
them' it has failed to prevent Israel from taking overvast
porti~ns of the Arab world in violation of the Charter
of the United Nations, an action which constitutes a
threat to international peace and security in the region.
205. The international community today seems power­
less to find a solution to this great tragedy and in the
future it will be even more powerless as long as Israel
persists with its aggression and persecution and pursues
its policy of annihilation and expansion. It appears that
such policies will never be abandoned until Isr~el achieves
its evil objectives, aided and abetted by a major Power,
the United States of America.
206. In spite of the escalation of that aggression and
expansion the Palestinian people are continuing their
bitter and hard struggle to recover their rights and their
lands and to decide their own future, awaiting the time
when the international community will prove itself equal
to its responsibilities and demonstrate the political will
truly to support them in their just and legitimate struggle.
207. Is it not strange that the Organization is making
efforts and taking initiatives which are met only with
defiance and resistance, while its resolutions are com­
pletely ignored? Is that not irrefutable proof that I~rael
IS intent on evil, aggression and defiance of the Will of
the peoples? Does that not formally belie Israel's allega­
tions that it wants to live in peace? Can it be possible for
the international community to ignore the realities under­
lying Israeli actions, which affirm the Zionist s~hemes

which can only be satisfied by expansion, aggression and
the establishment of a greater Jewish State? In this extra­
ordinary situation, we must question the usefulness of
conferences and resolutions when the United Nations is
seen to be powerless in the face of Israeli defiance o~ its
efforts and its resolutions aimed at bringing about a Just
and lasting solution to this problem at a time when the
Arabs have spared no efforts at many confer~nces.to
achieve the solution for which we all hope, one ID which
justice will triumph and which will restore the inalienable
rights of the Palestinian people, bring security and st~
bility to the region and put an end to aggression an
expansion.
208. I must take this opportunity to stress the positive
position and the constructive co-operation of the Arab
States in their relations with the United Nations and their
desire to ensure that its resolutions are respected. The
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Arab countries support the principles of the Charter and
refuse to countenance aggression and the use of force in
the settlement of international conflicts. The Arabs follow
the course of wisdom, logic and flexibility in their efforts
to bring about a just and comprehensive solution of the
Palestinian problem, At the same time, they cannot agree
to live with humiliation or to be subjected to acts of
aggression. This is why the Palestinian people are strug­
gling to repel aggression, recover their legitimate rights,
safeguard their national dignity and regain their honour
and their country.
209. The Israeli leaders have always openly denied the
rights of the Palestinian people and rejected any draft
or any initiative that recognizes its right to have its own
independent State in its own territory, Palestine. Every­
one knows, however, that the Palestinian question is at
the very core of the Middle East conflict and is the very
basis of this problem. It is the duty of the United Nations,
therefore, to give this matter greater priority and to find
a political solution to the problem. We believe that will
only be possible by implementing the many resolutions
that have been adopted over more than three decades.
The Organization must also support the PLO, the sole
legitimate representative of the Palestinian people, which
must be able to participate on an equal footing with all
other parties in all efforts to find a solution to the ques­
tion of Palestine. It is now clear that Israel's continuing
occupation of Arab territories complicates this problem
.and that therefore that occupation must be ended, in
accordance with the principle of the inadmissibility of
annexation or the acquisition of territory by force and
in keeping with the need for the withdrawal of Israel from
all occupied Arab territories, including Jerusalem.
210. In its aggressive and expansionist designs, Israel
is clearly acting on the basis of jaits accomplis, using
fallacious arguments and pretexts and doing so with the
support of certain major Powers. It is clear that this
policy ofjaits accomplis that Israel is attempting to make
the international community accept encourages th~se
entities that have expansionist designs to pursue policies
of aggression and of acquisition of the territories of others
by force. Thus, precedents are established in the int~rna­
tional community that encourage VIOlation of national
sovereignty and the independence of people~ and d~sta­
bilization of their regimes. As a result, the United N~tlons
is becoming unable to serve the purpo~e for which.I~ w~s
established to safeguard peace, security and stability m
the world.

Mr. Pradhan (Bhutan). Vice-President. took the Chair.
211. The policy of jqit~ accomplis bein~ pur.suedincludes
the adoption of administrative and legislative measures
by Israel, as the occupying authority, in its attempt t,o
change the political, economic, social and ~emo~raphlc
character of the occupied Arab ternt.ones, including ~he
City of Jerusalem. Israel continues to Implement ItS. pohcy
of confiscating Arab lands and property by al?plymg the
so-called "Basic Law" with reference to ~he City of Jeru­
salem which it considers to be Its capital.
212. 'Those that say that they are trying to bring ,about
peace in the Middle East and to find some solution to
this problem are clearly contradic~ing themselves when
they continue to furnish Israel With arms, money and
political support and to enter into ~il,itary agreements
with Israel. In so doing, they are a~slstmg the aggres~or
in continuing its aggression. The Umted States of America
is in the vanguard of this,category. :rhe United ~tates ~as
not merely continued ItS strategic co-operation ~Ith
Israel, but has opened up its arsenals t? Israel and ¥I~en
it access to the means of mass destruction and annihila­
tion. The United States, according to the latest reports,

is prepared to give the Zionist entity $1,275,000 in the
form of military aid and $910 million in economic aid.
213. One of the causes of the deterioration of the situa­
tion in the region and the increase in tension is the estab­
lishment of Jewish settlements in the occupied Arab ter-

. ritories. Those lands have been taken from their rightful
Arab owners and Jewish refugees have been allowed to
take them over and to establish settlements there, taking
away from the Palestinians and their children their means
of subsistence, forcing them to work at very low salaries
for the benefit of the Zionist usurpers and reducing them
to the status of second-class citizens.
214, Iraq is proud of the results achieved atthe Inter­
national Conference on the Question of Palestine, held
at Geneva from 29 August to 7 September this year. We
believe that the results achieved there are fair and that
the international community should recognizethem prac­
tically and effectively. Mr. Saddam Hussain, President
of the Republic of Iraq, expressed this thought in his
message on the International Day of Solidarity with the
Palestinian People. He welcomed the outcome of that
Conference and said:

"Mention must be made of the International Con­
ference on the Question of Palestine held at Geneva
earlier this year. That Conference achieved good and
acceptable results, which are embodied in the Declara­
tion and in the Programme of Action. One of the posi­
tive aspects of that Conference, which had a special
meaning because of the circumstances in which the
PLO currently finds itself, was the participation of the
PLO on an equal footing with all other parties."

215. The Iraqi delegation appreciates all the commend­
able efforts made by the United Nations with a view to
solving the Palestinian problem and supporting the strug­
gle of the Palestinian people to enable t~em to recover
their inalienable rights. However, we beheve that what
counts are the efforts and initiatives that can be put into
effect. The United Nations has so far adopted hun~r~ds
of resolutions recognizing the rights of the Palestinian
people, but they have not been implemented because of
Zionist obstinacy and aggressivedesigns. Therefore, we
must take practical and effective steps to recover the
rights of the Palestinian people.
216. In conclusion, I would like to ?ommend the Chair­
man and the members of the Committee on the Exercise
of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People for
the care, honesty and objectivity with which they carried
out their work.
211. Mr. WEEDY (Afghanistan): The United Nations
inherited the problem of Palestine when It had already
acquired dangerous dimensions. Since then, many devel­
opments have taken place that have added enormously
to the tension and resulted m the present explosive situa­
tion in the region.
218. The United Nations, conscious of its direct resp~m­
sibilities for maintaining international peace and securl~Y,
has made every effort to bring about a comprehensive
and lasting peace in the Middle East, through a Just
solution of the Palestinian problem, . .
219. Resolutions of the General Assembly, begmn~ng
with resolution 181 (II) of 29 November 1947and ending
with resolutions 37/86 A to D of 10 ~ecember 1982~n~
37/86 E of 20 December 1982, have given a clear defini­
tion of the nature and scope of t~e problem: These reso­
lutions not only reflect the verdict of the international
community on this problem, but a~so draw up the baSIC
guidelines for an acceptable solution. . ,
220. It is highly disturbing for the p~ace-Iovmg nations
of the world to note that none of their repeated appeals
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and calls for the restoration of peace in the region, through
the implementation of United Nations resolutions, has
been complied with by the Zionist regime of Israel and
its imperialist supporters.
221. In brazen violation of the Charter and many reso­
lutions of the General Assembly and of the Security
Council, Israel refuses to withdraw its forces and admin­
istration from Palestinian and other Arab territories it
has occupied since 1967.
222. Paying no heed to the verdict of the international
community, the Zionist regime declared the Holy City
of Jerusalem its "eternal" capital, annexed the Syrian
Golan Heights and extended its legislation to virtually
every aspect of the life of the Palestinian and Arab popu­
lation in the occupied territories.
223. Despite the repeated condemnations of the inter­
national community, Israel has persistently continued its
policy of establishing Jewish colonial settlements in the
occupied territories. Thousands of the indigenous people
have been forcefully evacuated from their homes and
towns or have had to abandon them under enormous
pressure and intimidation by the occupying authorities
and the Zionist settlers. Their land and property have
been confiscated for the purpose of establishing new set­
tlements or for the construction of military facilities for
the occupying forces. Not only are the people of the
occupied territories denied their basic human rights, but
their lives have also been under constant threat as a result
of criminal and terrorist actions by the Jewish settler
vigilantes and the military authorities of the occupied
territories. Local administrations, such as city, town and
village councils, have been closed down, and elected
officials have been dismissed and replaced by military
administrations of the occupying Power.
224. Muslim holy places and mosques have been the
subject of repeated acts of vandalism and armed attacks.
Schools, universities and other public institutions and
properties have continuously been the targets of subver­
sive acts.
225. In its quest for land, with a view to accomplishing
the task of establishing "Greater Israel", the expansionist
rulers of the Zionist entity have launched aggression
against Arab States of the region, the most recent example
of which is the invasion of Lebanon.
226. Vast territories of the Syrian Arab Republic in the
Golan Heights are still under Israeli military occupation.
Israel has extended its administrative and legal authority
there, with the aim of the final annexation thereof.
227. Lebanon was savagely invaded, with the declared
purpose of the physical liquidation of the PLO. After
committing horrifying atrocities and genocidal acts
against Palestinian refugees and Lebanese civilians, such
as those at Sabra and Shatila, and the barbaric attacks
on towns and villages, Israel has given no indication of
withdrawing its troops from those parts of Lebanon
which it still occupies. These and many other, similar
actions have been permanent causes for alarm for the
international community over the years. They have
destroyed the peace and tranquillity of the region and
posed a serious threat to the security of the whole area.
f28. It is no longer a secret how Israel is able to fly
In the face of the international community in complete
.disregard of international law and the Charter of the
United Nations, and manages to get away with its mur­
derous actions and policies. The entire cause of the United
Nations' failure to call to order one of its smallest
members lies in the intransigent refusal of one of its
biggest members to co-operate in the implementation of
its resolutions.

229. It is the firm opinion of the Democratic Republic
of Afghanistan that it is the economic, political and mill.
tary support of the United States imperialism that has
.nabled the Zionist regime to continue its policy of aggres­
sion, expansion and repression against the Arab countries
of the region and the populations of the occupied Pales­
tinian and other Arab territories. Without the billionsof
dollars of financial assistance and military hardware
poured into the hands of the Zionist regime by United
States imperialism, it would not have been possible for
that regime to perpetrate repeated brazen aggressionsOr
to keep .ho~d of the territories it has occupied illegally.
The stationing of large detachments of United StatesCen­
tral Command Forces in the area and the concluding of
a strategic alliance between United States imperialismand
the Zionist entity have served as moral and military sup­
port to Israel's expansionist ambitions. Similarly, United
States imperialism has paralysed the Security Council
because of its continued veto of the measures and actions
considered by the Council.
230. Only this week, the leader of the outlaw regime
of Israel was awarded a package of economic, political
and military deals by the White House, in recognition of
all the heinous crimes that it has committed against the
Palestinians and other Arab peoples. These new aggres­
sive designs aim not only at strengthening Israel's hand
qualitatively and quantitatively against neighbouring
countries, but also at expanding and consolidating the
United States' military presence in the Middle East.
231. All this is being done in complete defiance of Gen­
eral Assembly resolutions and decisions of the confer­
ences of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, the
League of Arab States, the Organization of African Unity
and many other international organizations, calling for
the cessation of all kinds of assistance to the Zionist
regime of Israel.
232. Therefore, the United States Administration can­
not escape full responsibility for any and all Israeliactions
and for the continuation of the present unfortunate situa­
tion in the region.
233. As far as the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan
is concerned, the following basic principles must be borne
in mind while searching for an acceptable solution to the
question of Palestine.
234. First, the question of Palestine lies at the heart of
the whole Middle East problem; therefore, no solution
to it will be comprehensive or lasting unless the problem
of Palestine is taken up in its right perspective and solved
on a just basis. We reject any design to isolate the ques­
tion of Palestine from the rest of the Middle East prob­
lem, and we consider all collusive and partial agreements,
including the Camp David deals, as void of any moral
and legal validity.
235. Secondly, the question of Palestine is a question
of the denial of the inalienable national rights of the
Palestinian people; therefore, no solution can be just
unless it enables the Palestinian people to exercise fully
their inalienable national rights, including the right to
return to their homeland. the right to self-determination
and the right to establish their own national State in
Palestine.
236. Thirdly, the PLO is the sole legitimate representa­
tive of the Palestinian people; therefore, any search for
a solution to the Palestinian problem should include the
participation of the PLO on an equal footing and with
equal rights.
237. Fourthly, the Geneva Convention relative to the
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of
12 August 1949,5 and numerous resolutions of the
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peapIe of the exerciseof their legitimate national rights?
And where is Israel? Is it not occupying southern Leba­
non? Who can deny that it has a hand in the plight of
Lebanon and of other parts of the region?
~43. One need not dwell 011 the role played by Israel
III the perpetuation of tension and war in the Middle East.
The explosive fires of violence and terrorism have been
fanned by Israel's occupation of the Arab territories and
Its refusal. to part!cipate !n a~y efforts to attain peace.
Its extremist policiesand Its reiecuon of any concessions
are. responsible for the wave of violence sweeping our
resion.
244. 'Israel knows quite well that what it has to fear the
~ost is peace, Therefore, it has mobilized its entire poten­
ttal to avoid peace, To that end, it has pursued a policy
of exploitation and sowed the seeds of division and con.
flict in the Middle East to poison the situation in the
region and to arouse ethnic, national and sectarian Iac­
tionalism-and Israel would remain the strongest fac­
tion, That is one of the central aims of Israel's foreign
policy. It wants to keep the Arab world and the Middle
East region at the boiling point. The existence of this
state of affairs helpsentrench irrationality and gives rise
among some to frustration and fear, leadingto irrational
reactions.
245, That is what Israel is trying to promote in the
Middle East region in order to make the Arab world sap
its own strength; it would then finishit off in a few devas­
tating strokes. This situation is intended to create a series
of tensions and hotbeds of war, in which Israel does not
mean to participate directly, believing that it can in this
way hide the principal cause of the tensions and of all
the wars and atrocities in the Middle East, particularly
Israel's continued occupation of the Arab territories and
its denial of the right of the Palestinian people to self­
determination,
246. In its plan, Israel has exploited various factors,
including extremist appeals and irrational reactions on
the part of some, caused mainly by frustration at or fear
of the magnitude of the Israeli conspiracyto undermine
the very existenceof th~ Palestinians and.Arabs. But t~e
most important factor III the successof ItS plans and m
its continued intransigence is the inability of the United
Nations to implementits resolutions and to translate them
into action. I need not dwell on the reasons for that
inability, for they are well known to all, but I WIsh to
state my fear that the day could come when we place
criticism of the Organization for its Impotencein the. face
of Israel above criticismof Israel itselfand of Its actions,
247 Israel is attempting to rewrite the history and
geography of the area. Its establish~ent of settlements,
its confiscation of Arab lands and Its attempt by any
means to expel the Arab inhabitants from those lands,
as well as its military manoeuvres beyond the b~rders of
Palestine, are policieswhich are intended ~o facilitate the
annexation of the West Bank and Gaza m the wa~e of
the annexation of Arab Jerusalemand theGolan Hel~ts.
Those policies are manifes~ations of.the ~sraelI doctr!ne
of creating a new geographicaland historical foundation
in the Middle East region. ,
248. The roots of the Palestinian problem li~ In Israel's
expansionist Zionist inclinations, the historical, SOCIal
and political' bases of which are well known to all: Also
no secret is the way in which Israel attempts to Ju~tify
its policies: its security-related ,Pretexts and fallacious
arguments about its mythical rights are we!l knowp.to
all. Even the friends of Israel cannot ig~or~ Its ambition
or its attempts to annex the Arab ternton~s.

249. Israel claims that the Arabs do not ~Ish to recog­
nize it and that they do not want peace m the region.
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General Assemblyand of the Security Council strictly
prohibit the occupying Power fr~m altering the geograph­
ical characteristics, demographic composition or legal
status of the occupied territones. Therefore, all policies
and practices of the Zionist entity in this regard are void
of any legal validity before international law.
238. The International Conference on the Question of
Palestine, held at Geneva from 29 August to 7 September
this year, called for the holding of an international peace
conference on the Middle East with the full participation
of the PLO. In our view, immediate action should be
taken to prepare for the convening of such a conference
no later than 1984.
239. We reaffirm our fraternal solidarity with and all­
round support for the people of Palestine under the lead­
ership of the PLO, the steadfast confrontation of the
Arab States and the patriotic forces of Lebanon. We are
confident that the Palestinian people, enjoying the all­
round support and assistance of peace-loving nations and
progressive forces-their true friends-will ultimately
succeed in the struggle for the realization of their national
aspirations.
240. Allow me to conclude my statement with a quota­
tion from the message of Babrak Karmal, General Secre­
tary of the Central Committee of the People's Democratic
Party of Afghanistan and President of the Revolutionary
Council of the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan, on
the occasion of the International Day of Solidarity with
the Palestinian People, on 29 November:

"The Palestine question, as one of the most chal­
lenging and continuing problems of the century, is the
product of collusion between the forces of imperialism
and international zionism spearheaded against the Arab
national liberation movements.

.. It is quite obvious that the developments now
taking place in the region clearly confirm the strategic
dimension planned by the imperialist Powers since the
establishment of the Zionist State of Israel at the
expense of the Palestinian people. , ,

"In the struggle against zionism and imperialism and
for independence, freedom, peace and progress in the
Middle East, the unity and solidarity of all peace-loving
Arab peoples, ~nd esp,ecially the ,unitY,of, the,Pal~st,in­
ian people-s-which United States imperialism IS striving
to destroy-is the path that can lead to final and com­
plete victory."

241. Mr. SALAH (Jordan) (interpretationjrom ~rabic):

Anyone who believes that the reasons behind the VIolence
and tension in the Middle East region have changed would
have to be naive indeed. It might serve the Interests of
some to claim today that the Israeli occupation of the
Arab territories and its denial of the right of the Pales­
tinian people to exercise their legitimate rights ~e ~ot and
have not been the primary cause of the tension m that
region.
242. But I should like to repeat, for the. benefit of
anyone who might fall into the trap of making a h~~ty
judgement, that the failure to bring peace and st~bIlIty
to the region is basically the result of Isra~l's cont!nued
refusal to comply with the international ~I11 and 'Ylth.all
the cans for right and justice. Why, then, IS there fighting
in northern Lebanon? Who are living in the Beddawi ~nd
Nahr al-Barid camps? Are they not refugees f!~m ~a:fa,
Hebron, Jerusalem and Jaffa and other PalestIman CItIes,?
Why are Arab parties fighting each other there? Why IS
Arab blood being shed by Arabs? Is that not the result
of differences of opinion with regard to the way t~at t,he
problem of the Israeli occupation of the Arab ternt,o~Ies
should be dealt with, and the denial to the Palestinian



...-.'-------------------LiiilIj
General Assembly Thirty-eighth Session-Plenary Meetings1342

But the international community is now fully aware that
it is Israel which does not want peace and which strives
to frustrate hopes for ~eace and destroy any h~pes of
their fulfilment. For their part, the Arabs, including the
PLO explicitly and officially declared their commitment
to a ~esponsible position when they took the national
initiative of adopting the Arab peace plan, at the Twelft~
Arab Summit Conference, held at Fez;' the plan IS
based essentially on United Nations resolutions and on
the norms of international legality. Earlier, Jordan, along
with the Arab States directly concerned, accepted Security
Council resolutions 242 (1967)and 338 (1973), which led
to a cease-fire and a disengagement agreement regarding
the forces in the Golan Heights. Furthermore, since 1967,
Jordan has been striving, along with friendly and sister
States, to achieve a just and comprehensivepolitical solu­
tion to the Palestinian problem.
250. But what was Israel's response? It responded with
more intransigence and rejection and with an attempt to
ignore or distort every peace initiativeor responsible posi­
tion of the Arabs. It has become obvious that Israel does
not want the Arabs to declare publicly and explicitlytheir
desire for peace, since that does not serve the interests
of Israel and its expansionist policies, which Israel is ever
attempting to justify.
251. Israel has concocted the myth of an Arab threat
to its existence and has used it internationally to justify
by any means its intransigence and expansionism.
252. Jordan considers the quest for a political settlement
as a principal aim of its foreign policy and it uses all of
its potential and all of its institutions in that direction.
But Israel uses all of its potential and all of its institutions,
as well as all its intellectual and ideological values, for
war and expansion. Jordan, in accordance with its policy
of pursuing peace, has welcomed all initiatives and inter­
national efforts aimed at achieving a political solution
to the Palestinian problem. Furthermore, Jordan has
sponsored and encouraged international initiatives for
implementing that solution. We have done our utmost
to make those initiatives succeed, welcoming the mature
position taken by the responsible leadership of the PLO
aimed at reaching a just political settlement. We believe
in the importance of that mature position and are eager
that it be maintained; we shall exert every possible effort
to maintain and protect it. We consider that taking such
a position is a national responsibility imposed upon us
by our conscience and our sense of duty to our people
and to our lands, which are still under occupation. We
are therefore following with pain and concern the threats
to the freedom of the Palestinian people to take an inde­
pendent decision and the attempts at sabotaging that
decision. We consider that attempts to obliterate the inde­
pendent Palestinian will are a very serious matter. At­
tempts to contain the responsible initiatives of the Pales­
tinian people and to restrain it within a limited framework
serve only the interests of Israel. What Israel wants is to
lock that people into a position of extremism and rejec­
tionism; it has based its propaganda on this, and made
considerable, very destructive use of it. This is the first
time in history that a complete distortion of the character
of a peofle has taken place. The Palestinian people is a
victim 0 Zionist settler racist aggression against it, and
groundless slogans attempt to place it for ever in a
position of extremism and rejectionism, Those who al­
ways take a negative attitude towards the Palestinian
people and its peace initiatives bear a basic responsibility
for the extreme violencenow prevailing in the Middle East.
253. That responsibility, to be quite plain, lies primarily
with Israel, because Israel's continuous denial of the
legitimate rights of the Palestinians and its attempts to

destroy those rights have in fact justified negative reac­
tions and rejection on the part not only of the Palestinian
people, but of every Arab people.
254. When Israel launches expansionist wars, such as
the invasion of Lebanon last year, under a false pretext
of security and legitimate defence, which it afterwards
attempted to explain strategically as a war of self-defence,
is it not the right of the Arabs and Palestinians to resist
Israel which is in fact determined not only to destroy
a people, but also to obliterate their identity and their
human character?
255. Israel, after creating this immoral situation, is
trying to shrug off the responsibility for it and attribute
it to Arab extremism. This is the plight of Palestine and
its people. Israel is accusing the Palestinian people and
their Arab brothers of what it is responsible for, of what
it calls its defence plans.
256. This is the situation that they want the Palestinian
people to return to and remain in; that is, to return to
a state of despondency and rejection, so that their struggle
for freedom will be a justification for more displacement
and destruction, so that they may reach a stage at which
they not only willlose their ability to work towards restor­
ing their rights, but also will lose their hope of restoring
them.
257. This is the gravity of what the Palestinian people
are being subjected to now. Yes, this is the gravity ofthe
attempt to encircle the Palestinian people and to keep
them for ever within the vicious circle of violence, extrem­
ism and rejection. This is what prevents the unleashing of
their creative human potential and wastes their resources,
and then forces them to stay continuously within a vicious
circle which leads them on to a stage at which they will
accept anything.
258. Hence it is the duty of all-and when I say all I
mean every party concerned within the framework of
national or international responsibility-to work in order
to rescue the Palestinian people from this vicious circleof
extremism, violence and rejection, in which their enemies
wish them to remain. The only way of rescuing them is
to be committed to the will of this people and their desire
to extricate themselves from all forms of tutelage and
hegemony, and to help them to emerge from the yoke
of dependence and rejection imposed on them and to
move on to the oasis of peace. This can be achieved only
by enabling the Palestinians to determine their own des­
tiny, to return to their native land, Palestine, and to estab­
lish the State they desire through their own free will. The
key to this, and the only key, lies in dealing with the
central aspect of the plight of the Palestinian people,
namely their rejection by Israel and Israel's denial Of their
rights. I think that the Secretary-General has reaffirmed
the established concept that will ensure the achievement
of this hope, in his report [A/38/458, para. 43].
259. Mr. TRAORE (Mali) (interpretation from French):
The situation in Palestine is a grave threat to international
peace and security. Its just solution is the fundamental
condition for the restoration of peace in the Middle East,
which is more troubled now than ever.
260. It is difficult to understand why the United Nations,
which was created to maintain peace and to ensure justice
for all peoples, is not Yet able, after more than three
decades, to ensure justice for one people, the people of
Palestine, whereas it was swift to seek amends for the
criminal actions committed against another people, the
Jewish people.
261. We need not dwell again on the history of the
agony suffered by the people of Palestine. However, we
should remember that Israel owes its very existence to
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theadoption by the General Assembly of resolution 181
(II), and that fro~ t,he moment of its birth it was eager
tochallengeIts yahdlty for another people to which that
resolution applies, the Palestinian people.
262. Thus, two strange courses of history came into
being. While the Jewno longer wandered, the Palestinian
people were made wanderers. Israel's intention to violate
the provisionsof the resolution ~hi~h created it was clear,
and equallyclear was Its determination to impose colonial
domination over the Palestl~an people, brutally expelled
from its ancestral lands, which were gradually taken over
bysettlements. This expansionist policy. the plans for
which were revealed to the Assembly, was later extended
toother Arab territories, which fell under Israeli control
through force of arms. The Institute for Peace and Devel­
opmentin the Middle East, which is an authority in this
field recently published a statement that the Israelis have
alre~dY seized 28 per cent of the lands in Cisjordan, and
that60 per cent of the lands of the West Bank had been
earmarked for settlements.
263. The fate of other territories in the Middle East
which Israel seized by force, the launching of successive
wars in the Middle East, the last of which came very close
tobeingthe ultimate world catastrophe, underline the real
dimensions of the Palestinian question.
264. The people of Palestine. proud of its traditions,
always united in adversity, stood up to respond by force
to the language of force imposed on it by Israel.
265. Palestinian resistance, which some felt was merely
asideissuewhich Israeli bombs and missiles would surely
buryin oblivion, has revealed itself as one of the most
glorious of all resistances against foreign domination. It
cannot be broken, and the inability of Israel to break it
has intensified its repression in Palestine and increased
its wars of aggression against its neighbours.
266. The report of the Committee on the Exercise of
theInalienable Rights of the Palestinian People and that
of the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices
Affecting the Human Rights of the Population of the
Occupied Arab Territories contain abundant details on
the continuing confiscations of land, the closing of
schools, and the violation of the conscience of Pales­
tinians, all practices which shed. sufficient light on the
determination of Israel to make use of the entire land of
Palestine solely for its own benefit.
267. During an earlier statement in this Hall on the
question of Palestine, my delegation recalled the striking
and significant vision of some young Palestinians who,
having been arbitrarily arrested, one after the other
answered "Palestine" when the Israeli torturers asked for
their names.
268. It wiII be remembered that it was young Palestin­
ians who had contributed to turning into a nightmare
what Israel had believed would be merely a military excur­
sion when it recently invaded Lebanon and besieged
Beirut.
269. Thus, the harder Israeli oppression in Palestine
becomes, the stronger and more determined will be the
Palestinian response. We must live with this reality. We
mustlive with the reality lhatthe Middle East has often
burst into names and that it rests on a gigantic powder
keg, because no satisfactory solution has been found to
the Palestinian problem.
270. Whenever attempts have been made to play down
or disguise the question of Palestine, it has had a greater
effect on the international situation. And whenever a
SOlution has been proposed that did not take account of
the inalienable rights of the Palestinian peopl~. th~ war
In the Middle East has flared up, and each lime It has
been more of a threat to peace.

271. Thus, the present development of the situation in
Lebanon gives cause for concern in many respects. The
departure of the Palestinian militants from this other
martyred country had been put forward as a sine quonon
of the restoration of peace in the Middle East. But the
Palestinian reality has swept aside this illusion which
nevertheless persists because of the new dimensio~s given
to the interests which are in confrontation in the Middle
East.
272. The question of Palestine-and we shall never
cease to repeat this-is and will continue to be the core
of the question of the Middle East. The Head of the
Political Department of the Palestine Liberation Organi­
zation affirmed this in this Hall a few days ago on behalf
of his people.
273. Seminars and colloquiums held in all regions of
the world throughout this year came to the same conclu­
sion. The peoples of the United Nations proclaimed it
at the International Conference on the Question of Pal­
estine, which was held at Geneva from 29 August to
7 September 1983.
274. That Conference, which took place despite nu­
merous difficulties, adopted the Geneva Declaration on
Palestine I and the Programme of Action for the Achieve­
ment of Palestinian Rights, I which have a universal char­
acter because of the calibre and number of the partici­
pants. Those documents complement the proposals for
a settlement by peaceful means made by, among others,
the heads of State of the League of Arab States and by
the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights
of the Palestinian People.
275. The General Assembly, therefore, once again has
before it objective elements to assist it in the settlement
of the crisis in the Middle East, in particular in Palestine,
on the basis of the real interests of all the parties con­
cerned. Against this background, the delegation of Mali
puts much hope in the holding of an international peace
conference on the Middle East.
276. The key ideas for a settlement have been repeatedly
indicated by the delegation of Mali both here and in other
international forums. I would recall that they are realistic
and are based on the following guidelines: first, the right
to self-determination of the Palestinian people, including
its right to establish a sovereign State; secondly, recogni­
tion of the legitimacy of the PLO as the sole representa­
tive of the Palestinian people; and, thirdly, complete and
unconditional withdrawal from all the Arab territories
occupied by Israel since 1967.
277. The International Conference on the Question of
Palestine laid special emphasis on the time factor in the
peaceful settlement of the question of Palestine, that is,
in the relaxation of tension in the Middle East situation.
The events which are taking place in that part of the world
have brutally shaken the security of the Palestinian
people but a people which is fighting for its honour and
its su~ival cannot but win. The Palestinian people will
overcome Israeli colonization and every other adversity,
because it will remain united and solely responsible for
its fate. v

278. Mr. LOGOGLU (Turkey): The plight of the Arab
Palestinian people reached ~ntolerable di1?ensions l<?ng
ago and their suffering conunues today WIthout respite.
The people and Government of Turkey are deeply dis­
tressed and saddened by the tragedy of their Palestinian
brethren and remain firmly convinced that the question
of Palestine should be the first priority of the interna­
tional community in the continuing effort to resolve the
Arab-Israeli conflict.
279. There is sufficient reason today to be concerned
about the lack of any tangible improvement in the
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prospects of a settlement of the question of Palestine.
Israel persists in its policies of occupation, annexation
and expansion. The establishment of illegal settlements
is being systematically and relentlessly pursued by Israel
all across the occupied territories. Israel maintains its
brutal grip over the civilian Arab population, whose basic
human rights are being constantly violated, not only by
the occupation authorities as such, but also and increas­
ingly by Israeli settlers. Israel thus appears bent, more
by choice than by default, on confrontation and domina­
tion and not seeking conciliation or coexistence with its
Arab neighbours.
280. Israel's negative position notwithstanding, there
are today some potentially positive variables in the equa­
tion of the Palestinian problem. It is of vital importance
that we identify properly those international instruments
which could possibly be used for the restoration of the
inalienable rights of the Palestinian people. The ritual of
the General Assembly debate or, for that matter, the
Security Council discussions will be just that, a mere
inconsequential ritual, unless we focus our energies on
the elaboration of specific measures for the resolution of
the question of Palestine.
281. The Government of Turkey is of the view that the
International Conference On the Question of Palestine
held recently at Geneva provided a valuable forum for
the world community to deliberate comprehensively on
all important aspects of the problem.
282. The Conference was successful in establishing a set
of guidelines and a programme of action for the peaceful
and just settlement of the Palestinian question. It is true
that not everyone attended that Conference. It is also true
that not even those which participated in the Conference
all share equally in or understand in an identical manner
all its elements.
283. None the less, there can be no denial of the fact
that the Geneva Declaration on Palestine I and the Pro­
gramme of Action for the Achievement of Palestinian
Rights, I both adopted by acclamation at the Conference,
constitute a truly important landmark in the evaluation
of the question of'Palestine, We believe that, despite some
recent disturbing setbacks in the region, the positive
momentum created by the Conference can still and must
be profitably and constructively directed through con­
certed international support and encouragement towards
the achievement of Palestinian rights.
284. The principal element of action requested in the
Geneva Declaration on Palestine is the convening of an
international peace conference on the Middle East, along
the general guidelines contained therein. These guidelines
reflect those principles long enunciated in the relevant
resolutions of the United Nations. We would recall, in
particular, that in order to settle the problem of Palestine
there are certain essential conditions that have to be met.
These are the withdrawal of Israel from the territories
occupied since 1967, including Jerusalem, and respect by
Israel for the special character and status of the Holy City
of Jerusalem. Any solution for Palestine must allow the
Arab Palestinian people to exercise their inalienable rights
freely and without constraint in the way and to the extent
they choose. These are the right to return to their homes
and property, the right to self-determination and the right
to establish their own independent State.
285. The Government of Turkey also considers that the
PLO, as the representative of the Palestinian people, has
the right to participate on an equal footing in all under­
takings within the United Nations that concern the future
of the Palestinian people. In this regard, we would like
to emphasize that unity and solidarity in the ranks of the
Palestinians are essential for the success of the Palestinian

cause and that whatever differences they might have
should be resolved by themselves through peaceful means
without external intervention or interference. '
286. If further divergence between the reality of the
Palestinian problem and our debates on it here in the
United Nations is 10 be avoided, we must move forward
and we must act. The Programme of Action adopted at
Geneva provides a useful tool in this respect. Inability
to find an overall political solution to the problem is not
and should not be used as, an excuse for not immediately
attending to the humanitarian, social and economic
aspects of the question of Palestine. We must admit that
all of us share a sense of deep frustration as we come to
this rostrum, knowing full well that, no matter what we
say here, the pain and suffering of the Palestinian people
will continue unabated. This is why, for our words here
to have more than merely a moral value, they should lead
to practical steps and measures to improve the quality
of life of the Palestinian people, not later but now.
287. Turkey will continue to support and encourage all
reasonable initiatives aimed at the full realization of the
inalienable rights of the Arab Palestinian people, initia­
tives which have the support of and provide for the full
and equal participation of the Arab Palestinian people
and its representative, the PLO. We hope that Israel, too,
will engage in a genuine peace-making process when that
becomes possible.
288. We will support the draft resolutions on the ques­
tion of Palestine m the context of the long-standing posi­
tion of my Government and its clearly established policy
in favour of a just, lasting and comprehensive solution
to the Middle East conflict and the question of Palestine.
The Government ofTurkey will continue to evaluate the
new resolutions, when they are adopted, as it has done
in the case of past resolutions on the same subject, In
accordance with the general principles and objectives of
its foreign policy and particularly in the context of its
Middle East policy, as expressed in statements, official
acts and positions taken by the Government of Turkey.
289. Mr. MAHMOOD (pakistan): The question of Pal­
estine is being considered by the General Assembly this
year at a time when the heroic people of Palestine and
their leadership are passing through perhaps the most
critical phase of their history. Apart from the death and
destruction which the current fratricidal confrontation
within PLO causes, the crisis facing the Palestinians today
will have a profound impact on their cohesion and unity,
without which they will be severely handicapped in their
struggle to regain their national rights and to achieve
their national aspirations for a sovereign homeland in
Palestine.
290. The national aspirations of the Palestinian people
have received world-wide support, because the Palestiruan
cause is just and the long-suffering people of Palestine
have given proof of their faith in their destiny and their
determination to accept whatever sacrifices are demanded
of them for the attainment of their national objectives.
The PLO, the sole legitimate representative of the Pales­
tinian people, has made a historic contribution in giving
the Palestinian liberation movement selfless and capable
leadership and winning for it universal recognition. Chair­
man Yasser Arafat has symbolized the unity and solidar­
ity of the Palestinian people and provided the PLO with
dynamic leadership both on the battlefield and in inter­
national forums. The crisis through which the PLO is now
passing is a temporary setback from which the Palestin­
ian leadership will emerge with renewed strength and
credibility.
291. As the General Assembly considers the question
of Palestine, the issue before it is not the developments
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within the PLO bu~ the promises andcommitments made
by the United Nations to the Palestinian people. These
are: first, to protect. tht; rig~ts of the Pelestinian people
ln theoccupied temtories, In accordance with the inter­
I ationallaw applicable to peoples under foreign occupa­
tion' secondly to work for the fulfilment of the national
aspi~ations of'the Palestinian ~J?le ~nd t~e exercise by
them of the right to self-determination m their own home­
land; thirdly, in a broader context, to resolvethe Middle
East conflict so that thl~ turbulent and se~~tlVe region
may enjoy just and lasting peace and stability,
292. These commitments and promisesare no nearer fuJ­
filment today than when they weremade many years ago.
293. Despite General Assembly and Security Council
resolutions which forbid any attempts to alter the status
and character of the occupied territories. Israel is ruth­
lessly pursuing its ambition to annex these territories on
a permanent basis. Consequently, the Palestinian and
Arab populations of these territories are being subjected
to relentless persecution and harassment, their lands and
properties are bein~ systematically expropriated and set­
tlements of Jewish Immigrants are being established and
expanded witha view to altering t~e demographic pat!ern
and historic character of the ancient land of Palestine.

Mr. Illueca (Panama) resumed the Chair.
294. On a broader plane, Israel has rejected everypeace
initiative which the Arab leadership and the United
Nations have offered it. The Israeli authorities rejected
out of hand the Arab peace plan for the Middle East.'
which was acclaimed throughout the world as offering
.a reasonable basis for the establishment of a just and
lasting peace in the region in whichall States could coexist
within secure boundaries. Byrejectingeven the subsequent
initiative by President Reagan.! Israel demonstrated its
implacable intransigence and itsdetermination to pursue
its policy of unbridled expansionism in which respect for
tbe national rights of the Palestinian people has no place,
295. The question of Palestine, with which the United
Nations has been preoccupied since its inception, presents
achallenge to the Organization's ability to survive as an
effective vehicle for the strengthening of international
peace and security and for the fulfilment of the noble
aspirations which led to its founding 38yearsago. Oppor­
tunities for peace initiatives in the Middle East continue
to be available and need to be utilized. Most recently,
such an opportunity was created by the initiative of the
117 States which participated in the International Con­
ference on the Question of Palestine, held at Geneva from
29 August to 7 September this year.
296. That Conference once again outlined the parame­
ters for a comprehensive, just and lasting political settle­
ment of the question of Palestlne. The guidelines adopted
at theConferenceemphasized the need for the realization
of the legitimate inalienable rights of the Palestinian
people, includingtheir right to self-determlnatlon and to
establish their own independent State in Palestine. They
also asserted the right of all States in the region to exist
within secureand internationally recognizedboundaries,
with justiceand security for all peoples. The Conference
adopted the Programme of Action for the Achievement
ofPalestinian Rights I which, if pursued with determina­
tion and firmness.can expedite settlement ofthe question
of Palestine.
297. As in the past, Israel has chosen to ignore the deci­
sions adopted at Geneva. Israel's antipathy towards these
decisions and its repeated rejection of international peace
initiatives stem from its stubborn refusal to accept Pales­
tinian nationhood Or to recognizethe inalienablenational
rights of the Palestinian people. Israel has been encour­
aged to persist in this course by the committed support
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of the United States, now reportedly formalized in a
reinforced relationship of strategic dimensions. In these
circumstances, the Security Council is deprived of its
capacity to take firm action against Israel. The inability
of the Security Council to secure the implementation of
its resolutions has already impaired its credibility as a
viable instrument for the maintenance of international
peace and security.
298. Continued tolerance of Israel's intransigence and
defiance of United Nations decisions could erode the
credibility of the world Organization. It would breed
dangerous insensitivity to crises in the international com­
munity and induce loss of our collective capacity to
resolve them. The only way to reverse this trend and
redress the situation is to deal firmly with Israel and
ensure its compliancewith the relevant resolutions of the
United Nations.
299. Mr. EL-FATTAL (Syrian Arab Republic) (inter­
pretationfrom Arabic): In 1897, international zionisrn
chose Palestine as a country withinwhichto practiseset­
tlement colonialism. It arrived at this decision after a
difference of opinion on the best possibleplace for this,
whether it would be Uganda, Argentina, Cyprus, Kenya
or elsewhere. Palestine waschosenbecauseof itsstrategic
geographic position and the possibility of using it in the
serviceof Europeancolonialism. In Basel, a sentence was
handed down which decided the fate of the Palestinian
people. Later, in 1917, the Secretaryof State for Foreign
Affairs of a major Power, the UnitedKingdom, on whose
Empire the sun never set-in fact, a super-Power-under­
took to implement the sentencewith sincerityand insist­
ence, particularly sinceits implementationwould in turn
serve the interests of the British Empire in maintaining
control or the Suez Canal, preventing the establishment
of Arab unity and enabling it to control the natural
resources of the region.. The decision was taken by the
League of Nations to cloak it in legitimacy. Thereafter,
the United Nations partitioned this Arab country I using
the influenceof the United States, and PresidentTruman
himself, who was eager to obtain Jewish votes to renew
his term of office as President.
300. Zionistgangswerenot satisfiedwith the lands they
obtained through the partition. They attacked the lands
set aside for the Arab Palestinian State. They occupied
a large part of those lands, driving out and massacring
tens of thousands of people, particularlyduring the mas­
sacre perpetrated by Begin at Deir Yassin, In 1967, the
Zionists took control of all Palestine, in addition to the
Syrian Oolan Heights. In 1982, they invaded Lebanon
and occupied its southern part.
301. The Arabs, since the Balfour Declaration, have
realized that zionism is an imperialist, colonialist settle­
ment movement not connected to Judaism in any way.
It is an expansionist. racist movement accompanied by
all the tus of Western society, which in turn gave birth
to politicalzlonismto solveits internaldisagreements and
achieve its colonialist aims. The result was to arrive at
the regional model which has been represented by !he
Zionist entity since 1948. This is the model of elective
racism based on force, elitism and expansionism.
302. Zionist thinkers took the model of perfection
whichwas advocated by the pioneer philosophers of fas­
cism, nazism and racism and amended it as they saw fit
in order to justify their presence in a land which was ~ot
their own, at the expense of others. The method applied
wascompletely inconformitywiththe ideological method.
Thus, a racist State was created for the chosen people,
personifyingthe ideasand the aims of the colonial system
which prevailed throughout the nineteenth century.
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303. Despite the international community's recognition
of the human dimension of the refugee problem, It con­
tinued to condone the racist character of Israel, its expan­
sionist aims its elitism based on the principle of the
superman a~d of God's chosen people, until the interna­
tional community decided that the time had come to
reveal the true nature of Israel, following the war of
liberation in 1973. In 1975, the General Assembly, in its
resolution 3379 (XXX), declared zionism to be a form
of racism and racial discrimination. From that point on,
the world began to realize the true criminal nature of
Israel and its consequent threat for the world-that very
nature of which Israel is proud and which it flaunts
shamelessly.
304. The advocates of zionism started from the Zionist
theory based on the principle of the survival of the fittest,
It was inevitable that they would practise the same acts
of nazism against the Palestinian people. Zionism has
taken the principle of the chosen people and turned it into
a right. by which the so-called elite can undertake the
physicalelimination of the Arab people. Violence and war
have become characteristics of political zionism and the
results of its practical implementation. However, the
reason for the violence, terrorism and war is ultimately
to eliminate the people and to Judaize the land.
305. Among these philosophical models, we have what
has been stated by Joseph Weitz, who was President of
the Settlemerit Department in the Jewish Agency:

"Between ourselves, it must be clear that there is no
.room in this country for both peoples. The only solu­
tion is Eretz Yisrael ... without Arabs, and there is
no other way but to transfer the Arabs from here to
the neighbouring countries-to transfer all of them­
not one village, not one tribe should be left. "*

306. As for the principles of elitism, exclusivism and
moral justification, in 1970, Eliezer Schweid, a lecturer
at Hebrew University, emphasized the following in an
article entitled "Dispersion and unity":

"The general policy of Zionism based itself upon the
certainty and primacy of the right of the Jewish people
to its homeland. From this point of view, the opposi­
tion of the Arabs was a stumbling block that must be
overcome, and not a moral problem that must be dealt
with. We must emphasize again that one should not
see in this approach disregard for truth and righteous­
ness. This approach had a factual and moral basis. "*

307. It is such philosophies that justify the barbarism,
the despotism and the continuous warfare against the
original inhabitants. As a result of this kind of philoso­
phy, Israel makes superiority and force a policy which
is translated into actions against the Arabs and institu­
tionalized. It is used as moral, religious and philosophical
justification for eliminating the Arab, whether Palestin­
ian, Lebanese or Syrian, as long as that person is present
in any region between the Nile and the Euphrates, and
particularly in any region marked on the map presented
by the Zionists to the Paris Peace Conference in 1919,
a map which included all of Palestine, Golan, southern
Lebanon and Transjordan along the Hejaz,
308. Ahad Ha Aam deeply regretted the philosophy of
elitism and the message of zionism, which had claimed
that it was a spiritual zionism, That Jewish scientist said:

"Is this the dream of a return to Zion which our
people have dreamt for centuries: that we now come
to Zion to stain its soil with innocent blood? Many
years ago, I wrote an essay in which I stated that our
people will willingly give their money to build up their

·Quoted in English by the speaker.

State, but they will never sacrifice their prophets for
it. And now God has afflicted me to have to live and
to see with my own eyes that I apparently erred ...
their inclination grows to sacrifice their prophets on
the altar of their 'renaissance': the great ethical prin­
ciples for the sake of which they have suffered ...
without these principles, my God, what are we and
what can our future life in this country be ... Are we
really doing it only to add in an Oriental corner a small
people of new Levantines who vie with other Levan-.
tines in shedding blood, in desire for vengeance, and
in angry violence? If this be the 'Messiah', then I do
not wish to see his coming."*

309. We can easily imagine the reaction of Ahad Ha
Aam, if he were alive today, at seeing the monsters to
which zionism gave birth-first and foremost the terror­
ists, Begin, Sharon, Eitan and Shamir.
310. The historian Toynbee spoke of the roots of racism
in Israel as follows:

"In basing the Jewish people's title to the soil of Eretz
Yisrael on the physical ground that they were a master
race in view of having Abraham as their father, the
Zionist was unwittingly testifying that he had been
ensnared by the lure of a post-modern Western Gentile
racialism in which a late modern Western Gentile
nationalism had denounced itself . . . as being the
naked nee-paganism that it was."*

311. As for Bertrand Russell, he refuted the Zionist
theory which says that pain justifies the torture of inno­
cents as long as the Zionists are God's chosen people and
as long as they are the allies of the United States of
America, when he said, two days before hisdeath in 1970:

"We are frequently told that we must sympathize
with Israel because of the sufferings of the Jews in
Europe at the hands of the Nazis.. , . What Israel is
doing today cannot be condoned, and to invoke the
horrors of the past to justify those of the present is
gross hypocrisy.".

312. The President of the International Conference on
the Question of Palestine, the Minister of State for For­
eign Affairs of Senegal, in his statement to the Confer­
ence, summarized the reality of Israel's nature, thus:

"Now, for the fifth time since its establishment in
1948, Israel is again at war with the Arab and Palestin­
ian peoples. Although the pretexts for murder, aggres­
sion and invasion may change with time. the logic
behind them remains the same: that of Zionist policy,
whose final objective is to reduce the Palestinian people
to obedience and to create what David Ben-Gurion
called 'the third kingdom of David', a 'Greater Israel'
extending from the Nile to the Euphrates."!

313. As for the practical application of Zionism, it has
led to the destruction of hundreds of Arab villages, par­
ticularly since the Arab village is the symbol of man's
attachment to the land. Moshe Dayan, Minister for
Defence at the time, declared before a group of students
at the Technical School of Haifa, in March 1969:

"There is not one Jewish village in this country which
has not been built in the place where there used to be
an Arab village, The village of Mahlal took the place
of the village of Mahloul, an Arab village, and Ghfat
took the place of Gifta.'

314. Israel has destroyed 385 Arab villages out of an
original 475 which were in IS Palestinian districts before
1948; only 90 Arab villages remain. According to United
Nations statistics, betweenJune 1967 and November 1979
Israel destroyed 7,544 Arab homes in the occupied terri­
tories in addition to 36 villages in the Golan Heights that
were completely erased from the face of the earth. The
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number of homes destroyed has reached 16,312. Despite
all that, the Israelis claim that the Jews came to that
country and converted the desert into a paradise.
315. Despite General Assembly and Security Council
resolutions, Israel's insistence on eliminating the Arab
identity in Palestine has been clearly shown in the famous
research undertaken by Professor Benvinesty for the City
University of New York, in which he concluded that to
date Israel had taken over 60 per cent of the lands of the
West Bank. It has been shown from an aerial photograph
in that document that approximately 3.2 million hectares
out of a total 5 million hectares of land in the West
Bank-a mixture of rocks and grazing land-have been
declared "State property" . Approximately 400,000 hec­
tares concentrated mainly in the Jordan Valley have been
designated "absentee land" . Most of the settlements in
the Jordan Valley are located on those lands. Finally,
approximately 70,000 hectares have been bought by
individuals.
316. The report of the Special Committee to Investigate
Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Popu­
lation of the Occupied Territories states that, according
to an Israeli source, there are approximately 103 settle­
ments in the West Bank, including settlements that are
now being built; the population of those settlements is
25,000. According to the same source, in the Golan
Heights there are 35 settlements in which 10,000 persons
live, and there are 12 settlements in the Gaza Strip. The
report also says:

"The Settlement Department of the Jewish Agency
was reportedly about to submit to the Government a
proposal to establish 20 additional settlements in the
West Bank within the next two years. Seventeen of
these settlements would be located in the mountain area
and three in (what is called by the Zionists) 'north­
western Samaria'." [See A1381409, para. 263.]

The report continues:
"It was reported that 1,000 new settlers had moved"

-yes, let us use the right words, had been moved->
"to live in the Golan Heights over the past year-smce
the extension of Israeli law to the area-and that efforts
were being made to bring to the area (to the occupied
Golan) 5,000 new settlers every year. F~>ur new settle­
ments were reportedly being planned m the western
slopes of the Golan Heights." [Ibid., para. 267.]

317. Those acts are a flagrant breach of international
law the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of
Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949,S
United Nations resolutions and, more particularly, Secu­
rity Council resolution 497 (1981) and General Assembly
resolution ES-9/1 adopted at the ninth emergency special
session, on 5 February 1982, condernni~g Israel'~ anne~a­
tion of the Golan Heights and demanding that It rescind
that decision since it considered annexation an act of
aggression, whether the United States representative likes
that or not.
318. When the United States representative considers
that annexation is not aggression because aggression mus!
always entail gun-fire, she forgets that there IS an Israeli
occupation force in the Golan, She claims t~at annexatl0!1
is not a crime and not' an act of aggression because It
does not fall within the framework of the definition of
aggression.
319. In return for all these crimes the so-called free
world decorates the terrorist Begin with half a Nobel
Peace Prize-and I emphasize "peace".
320. In short, the State of Israel fulfils two main tasks.
321 The first relates to the support and assistance given
by i~perialist, colonialist circles which consider that this

State represents a forward base for imperialist, colonialist
ambitions in this important region of the world.
322. The unlimited determination of some Western
States-States of the so-called free world, and in par­
ticular the United States of America, which is, of course,
the most free of the States of the free world-to support
Israel and consider its security a basic United States
commitment, regardless of the peace, security and inter­
ests of others, is not an accident.
323. The second task of Israel is expansionism, to set
up a State stretching from the Nile to the Euphrates based
on religious nonsense, and this requires the fragmentation
of other societies by encouraging anti-Semitism. Thus,
anti-Semitism is the necessary natural ally in the develop­
ment and growth of Israel.
324. The reins of power in Israel have been transferred
from Begin, who claims to be the hero of the massacre
of Deir Yassin, to Shamir, the leader of the Stern
Gang, which assassinated that great Swede, Count Folke
Bernadotte, the United Nations Mediator for Palestine.
The media in the United States and elsewhere have
attempted to portray Shamir as a moderate, as opposed
to Begin, who was described by the same media as being
a moody, aggressive 'man. The truth is that those who
adopt zionism as their creed cannot but perpetrate crimes
against the Arabs. The criminal mentality of Shamir, who
has been called a "moderate", is well reflected in his
declaration that "Israel did not conquer the territories
from their legal owners, but liberated them from countries
that conquered them in 1948." He went on to say: "We
have not 'annexed' them, and weshall not 'annex' them.
They are part of Eretz Yisrael, and what is part of your
country you do not annex." [Ibid., para. 29.]
325. How can one possibly reach a solution to the ques­
tion of Palestine with a man such as Shamir and hundreds
of thousands like him?
326. Despite all this, Shamir arrived in Washington two
days ago to conclude a lethal deal, a deal of destruction,
with his masters in the White House. The White House
gave him a welcome not even accorded to heads of State.
All the leaders bowed their heads in fear. All doors were
open to him, as wellas all the coffers of t?e United States,
so that he might scoop up whatever he Wished of weapons
and money. An agreement was reached on total co­
ordination in all areas of aggression against the Arab
people wherever they may be, from the Gulf to the Ocean.
The talks showed clearly the aggressive intent against the
Syrian Arab Republic because it i~ committed to the
Palestinian cause. It stands by the Side of the Lebanese
people. It is the impregnable for!ress wh~ch.stands i~ the
way of attempts to impose Isra~h author.lty m the .Mlddl.e
East and American hegemony m the ~eglon. The Impos!­
tion of this American hegemony also includes the Islamic
Republic of Iran.
327. It is noteworthy that in the past Israel had to .knock
at the doors of the White House to obtain more aid and
assistance. This time, however, the Ameri~an ~dministra­
tion is very keen indeed to obtain Israeh asslstanc~ and
support in promoting its presence i~ .Le~a~on and III ~he
occupied territories and perpetrating joint aggression
against the Syrian Arab Republic a!1d the people and
territory of Lebanon. These aggressive movements are
not new. There has always been co-operation between ~he
forces of evil and the recent strategic co-operation
agreement between the.Reag~ ~dmin!stration and the
racist regime ofTe! AVIV, which IS no different from the
racist regime of Pretoria, is merely a reward t~ Israel for
the crimes, acts of aggression and massacres. It has per­
petrated, and continues to perpet~ate. There I~ no ?oubt
that the principal object of this co-operation IS the
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eradication of the Palestinian cause. This is the price paid
for the services of Israel to America and the West-the
free world.
328. We say to the United States that as long as we have
free will its threats and terrorist attempts will never sub­
jugate us as an Arab nation in our struggle to liberate
the land and regain our rights. In this environment, which
has been contaminated b}l Washington and in which acts
of occupation and hegemony are being perpetrated ever
more rapidly in Palestine and in the occupied Arab terri­
tories in order to step up Judaization, I say that the jail
accompli can be reversed, although they say it cannot.
We shall reversethe/ait accompli. We wonder who chose
the alternative of war in this contaminated atmosphere.
Who chose the alternative of peace, on the other hand?
329. The United States chose the option of threatening
war when the Marines landed and when it participated
in acts of war against Lebanon. It mobilized the greatest
fleet known to the world since the Second World War
and positioned it in Lebanesewaters. It comprises 40 war­
ships, three aircraft carriers and 300modern aircraft. The
United States imagines that, in the case of an act of
aggression on its part, there may be "moderate" Arab
States and "non-moderate" Arab States. However, the
United States must understand that there is one Arab
nation committed to liberating its land, regaining its rights
and defending itself.
330. We should further like to stress that there is no
danger threatening the Arab nation except the aggressive
threat of expansionism by the Zionist entity supported
by Washington. Washington cannot succeed in diverting
the Arabs from their basic cause, that of Palestine, and
attempts to infringe on the sovereignty and freedom of
Lebanon are doomed to failure. The presence of the
Marines and the American fleet in Lebanon is an attempt
to subject the region to American provocation and black­
mail and to protect the Israeli occupation of southern
Lebanon, Palestine and the Golan Heights.
331. We wonder why this American and Israeli mobili­
zation is continuing, and against whom. The General
Assembly must realize that the American forces partici­
pated in raiding villages and civilian ports in Lebanon.

It has bombarded those fighting for the independence
freedom, territorial integrity and sovereigntyof Lebanon:
332. I should like to conclude my statement by quoting
part of a letter from President Hafez al-Assad to the
Chairman of the Committee on the Exercise of the In­
alienable Rights of the Palestinian People. It reads:

"The Palestinian cause, as the core of the struggle
in our region between the Arab nation, on the one
hand, and expansionist, aggressive, racist Israel, on the
other, is the cause of the Arab nation as a whole.
Therefore, it is our cause in the Syrian Arab Republic.
It is the very axis of our struggle; it is on this basis that
we participate in this fight and the reason why our rela­
tion with the Palestinian cause is deeper than that of
a mere relation of solidarity because it is a relation of
joint struggle, a joint destiny, owing to the ties binding
us to the Arab people of Palestine, because Israel's
ambitions do not stop at Palestine's borders. They
extend beyond those borders to all other Arab lands
in which Israel has ambitions of creating the Greater
Israel from the Nile to the Euphrates, as has been stated
by Zionist leaders.

"We, in the Syrian Arab Republic, are determined
to continue the struggle in support of the Palestinian
cause, because it is a just cause. It is the central cause
defended by the Arab nations."

The meeting rose at 8.50 p.m.
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